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^ GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

His Excellency the Right Hon’ble Victor AtKXANDKR George Korert 
Bulwer-Lytton, Earl of Lytton, P.C., O.IM.E. 

MEMBERS OF THE EXEGUllVE COT'NCIL. 

The Jlon’ble Sir liiJAY Chand Mahtam, K.C.S.I., K.C.I.E., l.G.M.. 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, Vice-l'resident, in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Land ReTeniie. 

2. Land Acquisition. 

3. Forests. 

4. Irrigation. 

. 5. Excluded Areas. 

(>. Fur(»pean Education. 

I’he Hon’ble Sir AiiD-tiR-RAiiiM, Kt., in charge of the following port- 
folios : — 

1. Judicial. 

2. Emigration. 

3. Immigration. 

4. Jurisdiction. 

5. Legislative. 

(i. Ilaj Pilgrimage. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. E. Steciiknso.n, C.S.I., (M.E., in charge of the 
follo^'ing portfolios: — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political — excluding Ilaj Pilgrimage. 

8. Police. 

4. Jails. 

5. Ecclesiastical. 

The Ilon’ble Mr. J. Donald, C.I.E., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce and Reserved Industrial Subjects. 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, 


MINISTERS. 

The.Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, Kt., in charge of the follow- 
ing portfolios: — 

Local Self-Government and Public Health. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Provasii Chunder Mitter, C.I.E., in charge of the 
following portfolio : — 

Education. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawah Alt Chaudhuei, Khan Bahadur, 
C.I.E., in charge of the following portfolios: — 

Agriculture and Public Works. 



GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


PRINCIP-^L OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 

Pkesident. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton, C.I.E. 

Deputy-Phesident. 

Babu SuRENDRA Nath Ray. 


Secretary to the Council — C. Tindall, C.I.E. , I.C.S. 
Deputy Secretary — A. M. Httciiison. 

Assistant Secretary tlu* Council. — K. N. Mazi mdar. 
Rej^istrar to the Council — J. W. McKay. 




(Bengal legislative council. 

ALPHABETICAL LIST OP MEMBERS^ 

A 

Addy, Babu Amulya Dbone. National Chamber of Commerce.) 

Afzal, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur [Dacca City (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddiii. [Rajshabi South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin. [Pabna (Muhammadan), j 
Ahmed, Maulvi Azaharuddin. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed, Maulvi Rafi Uddin [Jessore South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed, Maulvi Yakuinuddin. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed, Mr. M, [Faridpur South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed, Munshi Jafar. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] 

Aley, Mr. S. Mahboob. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).]. 

Ali, Maulvi Syed ^fcksood. [Barrackiiore Muiiicijwd (Muhammadan), j 
Ali, Mr. Syed Krfaii. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 

All, Mr. Syed Na.sim. f24-l*argana.s Rural (Muhammadan).) 

Ali, Muiishi Amir. [Chittaffoiig (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Munshi Ayiib. [(diittajfon|f (Muhammadan).] 

Arhamuddin, Maulvi Khandakar. [Mymensinpfh West (Muham- 
madan).] 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khu'uja Mohamed. [Dacca Fast Rural (Muham- 
madan).] 

B 

Band, Mr. dl. N. (Indian Jute Mills AsHOciation.) 

Banerjea, the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath. [Minister, 24-Parganae 
M un ici pal ( N on-M uhammadan ) . ] 

Banerjee, Dr, Piaiuatha Nath. [Calcutta East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banerjee, Rai Bahadur Abinash Chandra. [Birbhum ( Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Banna, Rai Sahib Panchanan. [Rangpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Barton, Mr. H. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bhattacharji, Babu Hem Chandra. (Nominated Non-oflBcial — labour- 
ing Classes.) 

Birley, Mr. L. (Nominated Official.) 

Bose, Mr. S. M. [Mymensingh East (Non-Muhammadan).] 

C 

Carey, Mr. W. L. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kishori Mohan, [Rajshahi (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhuri, Babu Tankanath. [Dinajpur (Non-Muharamadan).] 
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Chaudhuri, Eban Bahadur Maulvi Hafizar Brahman. [Bogra (Muham* 
ifttdani.] ^ 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Shah Muhammad. [Malda cum Jalpai|^i (Muham- 
madan).] JIf 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath. [24-Parganas Bun9|m{»rth (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Sir Asutosh. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-i^wiinmadan).] 
Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

[Minister, Mymensingh East (Muhammadan).] 

Ohoudhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Rahmatjan. [Faridpur North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Eazlal Karim. [Bakurganj North (Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

Clarke, Sir Reginald. (Expert, Nominated.) 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Colvin, Mr. G. L. (Bengal (chamber of Commerce.) 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Currie, Mr. W. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

D 

Ikm, Babu Bliismadev, (Nominated Non-official — Depressed (ylasses.) 
Dos, Mr. S. R. [Calcutta North-West (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Das Gupta, Rai Bahadur Nibaran Chandra. [Bakarganj North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

De, Rai Bahadur Fanindrulal. [Ilooghly cum ITowrah Rural (Non- 
Muhammadan ) . ] 

Deare, Major-General B. 11. (Nominated Official.) 

DeLisle, Mr. J. A. [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 

Dey, Mr. G. G. (Nominated Official.) 

Donald,* the Hon’ble Mr. J. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Donovan, Mr. »!. T. (Nominated Official.) 

Doss, Rai Balindur Pyari Tial. [Dacca City (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Dutt, Mr. Ajoy Chundor. [Bankura Ea.st (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. [Calcutta North Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Dutta, Bt^Jb’^* Annada Charan. [Chittagong (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushau. [Tippera (Non-Muhammadan).] 

E 

Emerson, Mr. T. (Nominated Official.) 

P 

^aroqui, Mr. K. O, M. [Tippera (Muhammadan).] 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 
French, Mr. F. C. (Nominated Official.) 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

C 

Ghatak, Rai Bahadur Nilmani. [Malda (Non>Mubammadan).] 

Ghose, Mr, D. 101^, [24-Pargauaa Rural South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ghose, Rai Ba|a|j|lir Jogendra Chunder. (Calcutta UniTersity.) 
Goode, Mr. (Nominated Official.) 


Haq, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. [Tippera (Muhammadan).] 

Hornell, Mr. W. W. (Nominated Official.) 

Huntingford, Mr. G. T. (Nominated Official.) 

Huq, Maulvi Ekramul. [Murshidabad ( Muhammadan ).J 
Hussain, Maulvi Md. Madassur. [Burdwan Division -North (Muham- 
madan).] 


•I 

# 

James, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 
Janah, Babu Sarat Chandra. [Midnajwre South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

K 

Karim, Maulvi Fazlal. [Bakarganj, South (Muhammadan).] 

Khaitan, Babu Devi Prosad. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Khan, Babu Debendra Lai. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Kliau, Maulvi Hamid-ud-din. [Raiigpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Khan, Maulvi Md, Rafique Uddin. [Mymensingh East (Muham- 
madan).] 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 

Khan Chnudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. Ershad Ali. [Rajshahi 
North (Muhammadan).] 


L 

Lang, Mr. J. (Nominated Official.) 

Law, Raja Reshee Case. (Bengal National Chamber of Commeroe.) 

If 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, the Hon’ble. (Member, Execu- 
tive Council.) 

Makramali, Munshi. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] 

Mallik, Babu Surendra Nath. [Calcutta South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Marr, Mr. A. (Nominated Official.) 
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f 

McAlpin, Mr. M. C. (Nominated Official.) 

Mitra, Bai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. [Hooghly ilunicipal (Ndn- 
Muhammadan).] 

Mitter, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. (Minister, Presidency Landholders.) 

Moitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Morgan, Mr. Q. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Muir, Mr. It. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mukharji, Babu Satish Chandra. [Hooghly cuvi Howrah Rural (Non- 
Muhammadan). ] 

Mukherjee, Babu Nitya Dhon. [Hooghly Municipalities (Non-Muham- 
niadan).] 

Mukherji, Professor S. C. (Nominated Non-official — The Indian 
Chrislian Community.) 

Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. [Midnai)ore South (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Mullick, Babu Nirode Behary. [Bakarganj South (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 


N. 

Nakey, Mirza Muhammad Ali. [24-Parganas Municipal South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Nasker, Babu Hem (-handra. [24-Parganas Bural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 


P 

Pahlowan, Muulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. [Mymensingh West (Muham- 
madan).] ^ 

Parrott, Mr. Percy. 

Poddar, Balm Keshoram. (Bengal Marwari Association.) 

Prentice, Mr. W. I). R. (Nominated Official.) 

R 

Raheem,'Mr. Abdur. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Rahim, the Hon’ble Sir AluLur-. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rauf, Maiilvi Shah AMur. [Rangpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Bhabendra Chandra. [Jessore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. [Deputy-President, 24-Pargana8 Municipal 
South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi Landholders.) 

Ray, Rai Bahadur TJ|)endra Lai. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Brojendra Kishor. (Dacca Landholders.) 
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Ray Chaudhuri. Mr. Krishna Chandra. (Nominated Non-official — 
* Labouring classes. ) 

Ray Choudhiiry, Raja Manmatha Nath. [Mymensingh West (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Rishi, Babu Rasik Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Jogendra Krishna. [Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).^ 
Roy, Babu Jogendra Nath. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Nalini Nath. [Jessore South (Non-Muhammadan),] 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish Chandra. [Nadia (Nou-Muham- 
madan).] 

Roy, Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh. [Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. G. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Roy, Mr. J. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.) 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. (Burdwan Landholders.) 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. [Burdwan (Non-Muhanimudan). j 
Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan). | 

8 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Maulvi .^hdus. [.lessore North ( MuhaniinadaiO. ] 
Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. [Rangpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sarkar, Babu Rishindra Nath. [Bankura West (Non-Muhammadan). 
Sinha, Babu Surendra Narayan. [Murslndulmd (Non-Muhammadnir). 
Skinner, Mr. H. E. (Bengal ('ham her of C\)mmerce.) 

Stark, Mr. H. A. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Stephenson, the lion’ble Mr. II. L. (Meml)er, Executive ('ouncil.) 
Stuart-Williams, Mr. S. C. (Noininute<l official.) 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. [Dacca West Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Suhrawardy, Dr. Hassan, [Hooghly curn Howrah Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed. [Burdwan Division South 
(Muhammadan).] 


T 

Travers, Mr. W . L. [ Rajshahi ( Eurojiean ) . ] 


V. 


Villiers, Mr. F. E. E. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 


(Official Report of the Eleventh Session.) 

VOLUME XI— No. 1. 

Prooeedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Aot. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 24th January, 1923, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

The Hon'ble the President in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 102 nomi- 
nated and elected members. 


Oath. 


The following member made an oath of his allegiance to the 
Crown : — 


Mr. F. E. E. ViLLiERS. 


Appointment of Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton). Gentlemen 
OP THE Council, — In accordance with the provisions of rule 3 of the 
Bengal Legislative Council Rules, the following members are nominated 
to form a panel of four chairmen : — 

Sir Asutoeh Chaudhuri, 

Mr. R. H. L. Langford James, 

Maulvi A. E. Fazl-ul Haq, 

Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. 

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present in 
the above order will preside over the deliberations of this Council in 
my absence or in the absence of the Deputy-President. 
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DEATH OF COUNCIL MEMBERS. 


[24th Jah. 


f 

Death of preeent and part members of Couj^l. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Gentlemen OF THE Council, — It lias been the 
practice to make reference from the chair to the losses sustained by 
this Council in the death of present and past members. Since the last 
meeting, the list has been unusually heavy. On this occasion, the 
first name that demands notice is that of our late friend and colleague, 
Rai Itadha Charan Pal Bahadur, who died on the 9th December at the 
age of 57. He was, as we know, the only son of the late Rai Kristo Das 
Pal Bahadur and was a Municipal Commissioner for a great number of 
years, worthily following in his father’s footsteps as an energetic 
and indei)endent representative of the ratejrayers of the Corporation. 
He represented the Corporation in the Council during the Lieutenant- 
Governorshij) of Sir Andrew Fraser in 190() — 08, and again in 1908-09 
during the Lieutenant-Governorship of Sir Edward Baker. He 
returned to the Council in 1912 and served until 1915, and again during 
1910 — 20 during the Governorships of Lord Carmichael and Lord Ronald- 
shay, as the rejuesentative of the Ward Commissioners of the Corjxira- 
tion. From 1921, he represented a Calcutta constituency on this 
Council. He was also on the Board of the Calcutta Improvement Trust 
since 1912, was connected with a large number of public institutions 
and helj>ed largely in pro}>aganda work for the raising of war loans. 
I think we may justly describe him as the public orator of the C-orpora- 
tion and he was certainly a very great authority on all municipal affairs. 
He took the greatest [K>ssible interest in the dis(*ussions on the Calcutta 
Municijml Bill in the Select Committee, of which he was a member; 
and he was present, as usual, at the meeting of the Select Committee 
in the Town Hall on the morning of December, the 8th. and attended 
the Corporation meeting on that afternoon. He w’as suddenly taken ill 
and hiiS death resulted froiA heart-failure on the following day. He 
died literally in harness. The Presidency has lost a devoted and hard- 
working public man; and 1 think I may say that every member of the 
O>rporation has lost a friend — a loss which they can very ill sjxire. I 
remember well the cordial and hearty welcome he extended to me on 
the first occasion that I took the chair, and it was a real pleasure to 
me to renew acquaintance with one whom I had known for nearly a 
quarter of a century ago. I jiersonally feel his loss very acutely. 

We havcf also to mourn the death of the veteran Raja Peary Mohan 
Mukherji who died not many days ago at the age of 82. He was nomi- 
nated tr) the Bengal Council as long ago as December, 1879, and 
remained a meml>er of the Council until 1881. He then served on the 
Vice ny’s Legislative Council where he took the place of Rai Kristo 
Das Pal Bahadur. In 1907 he was again nominated to the Bengal 
Council, ujwn this occasion as a representative of the British Indian 
Associatiou. Of that bodjr ha was the President far many years ^^4 
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was recognised ^as an authority upon all zamindari questions. The 
titl^ of Raja and the distinction of ronipanion of the Star of India 
were conferred* ujx)n him in 1887. He again is one whose loss will l>e 
mourned by a great many raembers^f the Council and, if 1 may say, 
he was also one whom 1 wa.s privileged to call a j)ersonal friend. We 
greatly regret his lo.'ss but we rejoice to think that the life which came 
to a close was so full of public service in every caj^acity. 

We have next to chronicle the death of Babu Arnbika ('haran 
Majumdar wdio died on the 29ih l)eceml)er, 1922, at the age of 72. 
He was Chairman of the haridpur niunicii>ality and Vice-Chairman of 
the district lK>urd for a number of years and I’epresented the district 
boards of the Dacca division in this ('ouncil during the Lieulenunt- 
Governorship of Sir Andrew Fraser in 1904 — OG. During tlie Governor- 
ships of Lord Carmichael and Lord Ronaldshay he rej^resented the 
municij>alities of the Dacca division in the Couiudl in 191f) — 19, when 
he had to vacate his seat owing to iiJ-health. lie retired five years ago 
from the public life of Bengal, an<t I remember that not many days 
after I landed in this country I received from him a most jmthetic letter 
of welcome written from his sick be<l which I value extremely. Ho 
was, if I may say so, one of the leaders pre-eminently, of jmblic o|>inion 
in Bengal and 1 think there w’as liardly a public movement during — 
shall I say — almost half a century in which he did not take a loading 
and strenuous i)art. 

Raja Kishori Lai Goswami, who died on the f)th January at the age 
of 57, vus a member of this Council in 1910 when he rejireoented the 
municijxilities of the Burdwan division. He wjis iinme<liately after- 
wards apjKjinted a memln'r of the Executive Council during the Lieu- 
tenant-Governorship of Sir Edw'ard Baker, and continued in that post 
until 1912. He was ('hairman of the Seranijore niunici|Mility for a 
number of years and by a strange and sad eoincideiuie he was about 
to sail, for England whore his younger son is l)eing educated, when 
he died of heart-failure. He was created a Raja in 1910. 

The last name in the list is that of Sir (’harles Ke.steven, who was 
Solicitor to the Government of India and subsequently Solicitor to the 
Government of Bengal, an appointment he held up to the time of his 
death. When the Amusements Tax Bill was under discussion in the 
Council, he was nominated an expert member and he largely assisted 
the Government in connection with the provisions regarding betting 
on the race-course. 

The Council will, in accordance with precedent, i)ennit me to make 
these references to their deaths. It is quite clear that we cannot allow 
the deaths of so many distinguished men to pass without some sort of 
notice. The CounpiJ will rise as a teke'h oi their respect tg the memory 
U the deoeesed. 
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QUESTIONS. 

•tuTiii QiMftiom 


[24th Jan. 


(to wtiioh oral ansvvora were given). « 

Travelling expemet of oflloers of the Education DefNutment in Pabna. 

•I. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: WiU the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing the amounts drawn as travelling allowance by the 
officers of the Department in the district of Pabna, now below the rank 
of Deputy Inspector of Schools, for the period from 1918-19 to 1922 (up 
to 31st October, 1922), noting the annual salary of each such officer? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. G. Mitter): The member is referred to the answer to 
unstarred question No. 8 put by him at this meeting. 


Schemes of primary education submitted by local bodies. 

•II. SHAH 8YED EMDADVIL HAQ; Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education !>© pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(i) the schemes of primary' education submitted by the local bodies 
in the district of Pabna and other districts of Bengal, each 
year, during the years 1919 — ^22; and 

(«) the amounts of Government aid granted in each instance? 

The Hon’blo Mr. P, C.^ MITTER; The member is referred to the 
answer to unstarred question No. 8 put by him at this meeting. 


Officers of the Pabnc district getting revised salm^ies since 1919. 

•III. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble> thei 
Member 'in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing^ department by department, for the district 
of Pabna — * 

(t) the names of the officers who have received revised increased 
rates of salary sanctioned since 1919, together with the 
average percentage of increase ; 

(«) the dates from which these rates have been given effect to; 
and 

(ut) the present salary drawn in each case? 
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MEMIEIts.in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’bto 
Mr. J. OomM): (i) to (iii) The labour involved in the collection of 
this informafiou is altogether disproportionate to its value, and Govern- 
ment are not prepared to undertake it. 

Comimiiiai representation on oertain servioee. 

MV. SHAH 8YED EMDAOUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the A,p|>ointment l>partraent be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing separately the number of deputy 
magistrates, sub-dei)uty collei toi.s, excise sujierintendents, excise in.spec- 
tors, deputy sujierintendents of jH>li(‘e, sub-registrars, sub-inspectors of 
police, and excisf* sub-ins|H*(dors appointed from the different communi- 
ties of Bengal during the years 19LM and 1922 ? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr, H. L. Stephenson): The member is referred to the Civil 
List, from which most of this information can be ascertained. 


Appointments in the Police Department. 

«V. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the 

Menilier in charge of the Appointment Dejiaitment be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the number of ap}H>intments in the Police 
Department in Bengal under the folhfwing betlds: — 

(i) Deputy 1 aspect ors-Geueral; 

(tt) Sujierintendents of Police; 

(ill) Assistant Sui>erinteudents of Police; 

{iv) Deputy Suiierinteiidents of Police; 

(v) Insjiectors of Police; 

(vi) Sub-Ins{)ectors of Police; 

(vii) Assistant Sub-inspectors of Police; 

(viti) Literate Constables; and 

(ii) Illiterate Constables? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr, H, L. STEPHENSON: The information is con- 
tained in statement D of the Annual lieimrts on the Bengal and Cobmtta 
Police, copies of which may be consulted in the Council Library. 


Muhammadan Subdivisioiial Oflloors. 

Wl. KhM Bahadur Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Dei^^rtpf^ent be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing--- 

(t) how many nubdjvisional chargff them are in Bengal; 
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QUESTIONS. 


[524t9 Jan. 


(li) how many of these charges are held by — 

(1) Hindu deputy collectors, 

(2) Muhammadan deputy collectors, 

(3) Christian deputy collectors, 

(4) Civilian officers under training; 

(in) what is the total number of deputy collectors in the cadre; 

(iv) how many of them are Muhammadans; and 

(v) how many of the Muhammadan deputy (collectors have put in 

service for ten years and more? 

(h) Is it a fact that the holding of the charge of a subdivision is 
considered os promotion and is also taken into consideration in the matter 
of further promotion of deputy collectors? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of increasing 
the number of Muhammadan subdivisional officers in proportion to the 
strength of the Muhammadan officers in the cadre? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) (i) 89. 

(ii)(l) 59; (2) 9; (3) 8; (4) 13. 

(m) 321. 

(iv) 76. 

(v) 46. 

(h) Appointment to a subdivision is generally desired by members 
of the Bengal Civil Service and is regarded as affording a wider op|)or- 
tunity for attracting the notice of Goveniment. 

(c) The desirability of appointing Mjuhammadan officers to sub- 
divisions in certain districts is kepi in mind, but the ap}>ointments must 
necessarily be made on othe^' considerations than numerical j>ercentages. 


Outbreak of diseases in flood-affected areas of North Bengal. 

•VII. Mr. SYED ERFAN ALI; Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Government l^e pleased to 
stale — » 

(i) whether any disease? have broken out in the areas affected by 
the recent flood in North Bengal ; 

(n) whether any measures have been taken by the Government in 
this direction ; 

(ni) whether the Government have supplied the medical staff on 
duty with medicine and other necessary materials; 

(n?) whether any deaths from disease have taken place after the 
flood ; and 

(v) whfili disolws fire prevalent in the area affected? 
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, MINISTERS in olMrgn of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT (the HofPMe Sir Suremiri Nath Btnerjea): (t) The 

answer is in the negative. 

(fi) All precautions are being taken in conjunction with the district 
boards concerned. 

(tti) Medicines and disinfectants and other requisites as were imme- 
diately available were sent to the local authorities. Cinchona febrifuge 
tablets have also been supplied. 

(ir) and (v) The deaths that have occurred after the flood cannot 
be well attributed to the flood. A statement is laid on the table .show- 
ing the reported attacks and deaths in the affected areas, thana by thana, 
from different diseases. It ai>|>ear8 that the incidence of disease is at 
present rather below the normal. 



statement ref err^ to %n the reply to clauses (iv) and (v) of starred gueslwn Ao. ril shuwtng, thana by thana, the 
epoT a ac s and deaths from cholerg, small-pox and infiaenza tn the districts of Rajshahi, Bogra and Pahna. 
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Influfni* reported frooi no thana of the aboTe districts. 
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Nature slopw withiii th* railwaif wm in North Bongal.. 

•Vm. Mr. 8YED EftFAH ALI: (a) Will th© Hon^ble th© Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state the 
directions in which natural sloj)es lie within the area covered by th© rail- 
way lines from Ishurdi to Santahnr and from Santahar to Bogra and 
Bonarpara and from Ishurdi to *Sirajganj ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the jwrt covered by these lines on the stations 
noted al)ove is regarded by the jieople as a sort of catchment area ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajatfhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): (a) Direction of 
the natural slope of the country from Ishurdi to Santahar is generally 
north-west to south-east; Santahar to Bogra, north to south; Bogra to 
Bonarjiara, west to east; Ishurdi to Sirajganj, generally north-west to 
south-east. 

(b) Government has no information. 


Damodar flood and the Carerghid-Khmkul road. 

MX. Rai FANINDRALAL DE Bahadur: (a) Is the Ilon ble the 
Minisler in chaige of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment awai'c that the road from Garerghaf to Khanakul, especially 
the section up to Kajhati, in the di.strii t of ILmghly, has been washed 
away by a flood of the Damodar? 

ib) If so, what .steps aie the Government taking in the mutter. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (a) Government 
have no information. 

ib) Fnder section 78 of the I/ocal Self-Government Act, it is the 
duty of eveiy district board to provide for and maintain roads, bridges, 
etr., for diieclly improving IcK'al communications. Government, there- 
fore, do not })i()]iose to interfere in the matter, but have forwarded a 
copy of the question to the district lK>ard concerned for nece.ssury action. 


Imposition of a police rate in Oaloiitta. 

•X. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTY: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state what steps, if 
any, the Government are taking for the imjxwition of a jmlice rate in 
Calcutta P 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): The question is one of very great importance 
which Government i.s still examining. 
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Cranti-in>aid to Eiiropoon ond Indiaii high aohook at Icharagpor. 

t 

*XI. 8HAH 8YEO EMDADUL HAQ: (a) WiU the.Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the annual grants*in-aid to the European school and to the 

Indian high school at Kharagpur during the last three years; 

(ii) the amount of non-recurring grunts-in-aad given up to this 

time to the two schools ; and 

(Hi) the number and nationalities of the students and the total 
income in each of these two schools each year during the 
last three years Y 

(b) Are these two schools affiliated to the University of Calcutta? 
If not, why not? 

(c) Is there any distinction in the courses of these two schools? 

(d) If so, what are the jwints of distinction? 

{(•) How much and what proiwrtion of the total income of the Indian 
school Wi\s Hiient in purchasing books for the library each year during 
the last three years ? 

The Hon’bid Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(b) The Indian high school at Kharagpur is recognized by the 
(W-utta University. The Euroi)ean school is not. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) One fallow’s the matriculation course of Calcutta University and 
has technical and commercial classes attached to it; the other works 
under the European schppls course and prepares candidates for the 
Cambrixlge Eocul Examinations. 

(c) The information is iiuwporated in the statement prepared in 
accordance with clause {a) (i), (it) and ^ii) above. 



statement referred to in tJte reply to clauses (u) (t), (tt) and (itt) and {e) to starred question No, XI, 
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Statement referred to in the staternent to starred questioi^No, XI (a)(i«). 
showing the number and nationalities of the pupils of the * 
Indian High School , Kharagpur, 


1919-20— 

Bengali 

Beharis 

Oriyas 

Punjabin 

U. P. 

Gujrateen 

Marhattas 

Nepalewe 

C. P, and Nagpuris 
Maiwaris 
Hyderabad 
Mudransees 


147 

27 
2 

71 

59 

4 

28 
1 

65 

5 
3 

97 


1920-21— 

IlinduH 

Sikhs 

Muhuniinaduns 

(IhrisliaiiH 

.lews 


509 


... 391 
... 52 

... 68 
8 

1 


520 

1921-22— 

Bengalis ... ... ... 173 

Beharis ... ... ... 17 

Punjabis ... ... ... 79 

U. P. ... ... ... 80 

Gujralees ... ... ... 4 

'Rajputs ... ... ... 4 

Marhattas • ... ... ... 20 

NeptJese ... ... ... 1 

G. P. and Nagpuris ... ... 71 

Madrassees ... ... ... 102 

Kasmiris ... ... ... 6 

Oriyas ... ... ... 1 


558 
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Bigamy oacas in Pahna and Tipponu 

1. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Dejjartment be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(i) the number of bigamy cases in the criminal courts of each 
subdivision in the districts of Tipi^era and Pahna from 1918 
to 1921 ; and 

(it) the number of convictions in each of those years? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur- Rahim): As the possible utility of the figures asked for is 
incommensurate with the labour involved in (‘om})iIing them, the (lav- 
ernment do not consider that they would be justified in undertaking 
the work. 


Number of suits, criminal cases, and appeals in Pabna. 

2. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the number of suits — t'ivil suits and apfHjals and 
Criminal cases, motions and appeals—instituted and disposed of in t|je 
following courts of the district of I’abua during the last three year# 
and the numbers still pending : — 

A. — PvHNA Saimr. 

/.- Civil suits and appeals, 

(a) In the Courts of — 

(t) District Judge, 

(n) Additional District Judge, 

(Hi) Ist Subordinate Judge, 

(iv) 2nd Subordinate Judge, 

(r) Ist Munsif, 

(vi) 2nd Munsif, 

(vii) 3rd Munsif, and 
(viii) 4th Munsif, 

respectively ; 
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(h) In the Oourta of — 

(i) Sessions Judge, 

(u) Additional Sessions Judge, 

{Hi) District Magistrate, 

{iv) Sadar Subdi visional Officer, 

(7;) 2nd Officer, and 

(rt) other Deputy and Sub-Deputy Magistrates, 
respectively ; 


B. — SiRAJGANJ SUBDIVISION. 
1. — Civil suits. 


(a) In the Courts of the — 

(?') Ist Munsif, 

(if) 2iul Munsif, and 
(m) 3rd Munsif, 

resjiectively ; 


II. — Criminal eases. 

(h) In the Courts of the — 

(i) Subdi visional Officer, 

(ii) 2nd Officer, and 

(ill) other Deputy and Sub-Deputy Magistrates, 

« 

resi)ecfively ? 

m 

The HoiVble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: As the possible utility of the 
figures asked for is incommensurate with the labour involved in com- 
piling them, the Government do not consider that they would be 
justified in undertaking the work. 


Suits h)f landlords against their tenants for outting down trees. 

3. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing, district by district, and 
separately, the number of cases — 

(i) civil, and 

(ii) criminal, 
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brought againA raiyats or holders of occupancy rights 

deacy during thS last three years by landlords for cutting down trees? 


MEMBER in ohtfge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the MMurtiadhiraJa Bahadur of BurdwaA): 

The labour involved in obtaining this information is incommensurate 
with its value. 


Transfer of oases from the files of Subdivisional Offloers of Pabna. 

4. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Dei)artment be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the number of cases transferred from" the file of the 
Sadar Subdivisional Officer, Pabna, and the Subdivisional Officer of 
Sirajganj during the years 1919-20, 1920-21, and 1922 indicating in 
each such case the reason assigned for the transfer? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: As the possible utility of the 
figures asked for is iiHomnierisurate with the lal>our involved in com- 
piling them, the Government do not consider that they would be 
justified in undertaking the work. 


Honorary magistrates in Pabna. 

6. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, year by year, for the iieriod from 191(1 — 21 and for 
each of the subdivisions of the district of Pabna — 

(i) the numl)er of honorary magistrates from the following com- 
munities — 

(u) Muhammadans, 

(h) Christians, 

(c) high class Hindus, and 

(d) low class Hindus, 

(it) the number of ca-ses tried by each of them; and 
(tit) the amount drawn as travelling allowances by each of them? 

ThO HoiVble Sir ABD«UR*RAHIM: As the possible utility of the 
figures asked for is incommensurate with the labour involved in com- 
piling them, the Government do, not consider that they would be 
justified in undertaking the work. 
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Diet money for witneeees in suits in Tippert iivf PilHia. 

6. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(i) the fotal amount of deposit of the diet money for witnesses in 
suits in the Tippera and Pabna districts with Government, 
year by year, since the passing of the new rules till 1922; and 
(w) the total amount of deposit of such diet money at — 

(fl) Corailla Sadar, 

(h) Brahma nbaria, 

(c) Chandpur, and 

(d) Sirajganj, 

suMivisions, respectively, year by year, during the last thi’ce 
years ? 

The Hon'ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: As the possible utility of the 
figures asked for is incommensurate with the labour involved in com- 
piling iliem, the Government do not consider that they would be 
justified in undertaking the work. 


Pleaders and mukhtears in Tippera and Pafana. 

7. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Ilon’ble the Member 
in cliai’iro the Judicial IVpartment be pleased to sUite for the years 
1918 — 22 and for the districts of Ihihna and Tipi)era — 

(7) tL- number of Government pleaders and mukhtears in each sub- 
division ; 

(77) the amount of fees granted to each of them and the amount of 
fees received bv^tbem yearly; and 

(Hi) the number of succ-essful and unsuccessful rases conducted by 
each P 

The Hon*bl0 Sir ABD«UR»RAHIM: As the possible utility of the 
figures asked for is incommensurate with the labour involved in ( om- 
piling them, the Government do not consider that they would be 
justifiedT in undertaking the work. 

SoKoola and sohool-going population of Pabna and Tippera. 

8. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(7) the numW of lower primary, upper primary and middle English 
schools in each subdivision of the districts of Tippera and 
Pabna for the last five years ; and 
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(u) the ratio of increase of the school-going population in the 
' above areas ? 

Th6 Hon’blo Mfi Pi C. MITTER 5 (1) and (it) The information is 
not available and its value, were it collected, would not be commensurate 
with the expense and labour which its collection would iinolve. 


Number of primary and middle schools in Pabna and Tippera. 

9. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Dejiart merit of Education be ])1 eased to state — 

(1) the total number of (u) jirimary, (h) middle vernacular, 
(e) middle English, and {(/) secondary hijjflf schools in the 
districts of Tipjiera and I*abnu ; and 
(it) the total number of schools of each kind maintained by (r/) 
Government, (ft) local bodies, (c) grants-iii-aid, and 
(r/) private effort? 

The Hon’blo Mn P. C. MITTER: The member is referred to the 
answer to unstarred question No. 8 . 


Number of schools in Pabna managed by Muhammadans. 

10. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the llon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(7) the number of middle fhiglish, upp(‘r primary and lower prim- 
ary schools in the district of Pabna; 

(u) the total number of 'Muhammadan students in the district, and 
the number of such students in each of those schools; 

(uV) the names of those schools which are managed mainly by 
Muhammadans with or without grants-in-aid from the Gov- 
ernment and the district board ; and 
(iv) the amount of monthly grants received by each? 

The Hofl’bic Mr. P. C. MITTER. The member is referred to the 
answer to unstarred question No. 8 , 

Number of schools for girls In Psbno and Tippera. 

11. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on 
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the table a statement showing, year by year, for the jferiod from 1916 
to 1922, and separately, for each subdivision of the. districts of Pabna 
and Tippera — 

(t) the number of lower and upper primary and other schools for 
girls; 

(ii) the number of pupils therein; 

(ill) the annual exi)enditure on these schools; and 

{iv) the (jualifications and sex of the teachers of these schools? 


(6) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to say what steps the 
Government are taking to encourage the employment of women teachers 
in these schools P 


The Hofl’ble Mr. P. C. MITTERs The member is referred to the 
answer to unstarred question No. 8. 


Details about primary schools for boys and girls in Pabna. 

12. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to place on the 
table a statement showing — 

(i) the total number of lower primary and upper primary schools 
for boys that exist at present in the Sadar and Sirajganj sub- 
divisions, resj)ectively, of the district of Pabna; 

{ii) the number of students receiving instructions in such schools; 
{in) their percentage to the total number of boys of school-going 
age; 

{iv) hpw many of such schools are entirely free; 

(v; ^ow many of them receive help from Government and the 
district board of Pabna and from the Pabna and Sirajganj 
municijwlities, re8ix‘ctively ; . 

(r?) the amounts of such granhs-in-aid ; 

{vii) the number of such schools exclusively for girls; 

{vxii) the nural)er of girls under instruction in those schools; 

(i>) their percentage to the total number of girls of school-going 
age; 

(x) whether there are any such schools free for girls; 

{xi) what special consideration do such schools, if any, as are 
referred to in {x) receive at the hands of Government; and 
{xii) what steps are the Government adopting to further the cause 
of elementary education for girls in the district of Pabna? 

The Hon'bld Mr. P. C. MITTER: The is r^f^ired t^ tho 

gnawer to unetarred question No. 3. 
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IS. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon Ble the MinUier 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement for the financial year 1921-22 and for 1922 (up to Decem- 
ber) showing as regards the Pabna guru-training schw)! — 

(i) the nural)er of gurus who have received training; 

(ii) the number of gurus who have completed their training; 

(lii) the cost incurred in maintaining the school exclusive of the 
stipends paid to the gurus ; 

(?r) the total amount paid to the gurus by way of Btijiends; 

(v) the cost of inspection, if any, of the guru-training school; and 

(rt) the cost of inspection in connection with secondary education 
in the Pabna district ? 

The HorPble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The member is referred to tlie 
answer to unstarred question No. 8. 

Tola, maiirasaaa and maktaba in Pabna and Tippora. 

14. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon'ble the Minister 
in charge of the Dei>artment of Education be pleased to state — 

(;) how many aided tols, raadrassas and maktabs there are under 
the jurisdiction of each police-station of the Sadar and (dher 
subdivisions, respectively, in the districts of Tipperu and 
Pabna ; 

(n) how much does each of them get as aid every year; 

{in) how many schools are under the jurisdiction of zaraindars; and 

(tv) how much does each of those referred to in (ii?) get as aid every 
year? 

The Hon’Mo Mr. P. C. MITTER: The member is referred 1o the 
answer to unstarred question No. 8. 

Free and half-free etudentaiMpe in Noakhali, Pabna and Tippera. 

18. 8HAH EYED EMDADUL HAQ: WiU the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(t) the amount of the total grant made last year and this year for 
free studentships and hhlf-free studentships for school 
etudents of the districte of Pabna, Tippera and Noakhali; 
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(ii) how many stndentfl, Muhammadans and others j^therwise quali- 
fied, were refused aid on account of the ag§-limit last year; 
and 

(Hi) what was the amount, if any, of the grant which remained 
unutilized for want of candidates within the prescribed age- 
limit P 

The Hon’blo Mr. P. C. MITTER: The member is referred to the 
answer to uiistarred question No. 8. 

Education charges of the Pabna district board. 

16. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing year by year for the last three years — 

(i) the inspection charges under the general head of education; and 

(ii) the charges for the maintenance and management of middle and 

primary schools ? 

(b) What was the actual expenses incurred by 1921-22 under each 
of the heads mentioned in (i) .and (it) by the district board of PabnaP 

The Hon’blo Mr. P. C. MITTER; The member is refeired to the 
answer to unstarred question No. 8. 

Primary Education in Tippera. 

17. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

v..> the number of primary schools in the district of Tippera; and 

(ii) the number of students in the said schools? 

(b) What steps are being taken to popularize primary education in 
the district ? 

Th^ Hon’Me M^. P. C. MITTER: (a) (i) and (ii) The memhet is 
referred to the Chairman of the Tipj)era district board. 

(h) Government have liot singled out the Tippera district for any 
sjiecial steps. 

CoiiYiotion of British subjoots with forged ourraney notae in 
Tripura State. 

18. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon’hle tUe 

Member in charge of the Political Departmeht aware that some British 



1923.] 


QUESTIONS. 


SI 


subjects were foTiBd *m the Tripura State to be in possession of some 
forged currency notes and were convicted? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Member also aware that some of tbeso 
persons are illiterate, but their guilty intention has been proved? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking any 
steps to prevent the oci^urrence of such treatment of British subjects 
in future ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hofi’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson); (a) and (h) This Government has no informa- 
tion. 

(c) No, Government fail to aj^preciate the necessity of taking steps 
to prevent the (‘onviction of |>ersons whose guilty intention has been 
, proved. 


T#ultivator8 and Co-operative Societies in Pabna and Tippera. 

19. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Ilon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Deimriment of Agrit'ulture and Industries be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the districts of 
Pabna and Tii)|>era — 

(t) the numl)er of real cultivatiug tenants who have become 
meinhers of C(M)jK*rative ScKueties; 

(li) the amount of inonev they have subscribed; 

, (in) the number of memhers who are now non-cultivators ; and 

(tv) the amount of money they have sulwcribed? 

(b) Is it a fact that the cultivators can become meml)ers of tliose 
;«K;ietiR8 if thBV 8uh«crilw a ix>rtion of the monov horrnw«,l from the 
societies to the fund ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister l)e pleased to a^ite how many 
cultivators of the districts of Pabna and Tippera have Sf^come meml)ers 
without borrowing money in the way referred to in ih)? 

{(!) Is it a fact that the Go-operative Societies in the districts of 
Pabna and Tipjiera are made instruments by money-Hnders for lend- 
ing their money at nearly 18 j>er cent, interest and for easy realbwition 
of their money to the detriment of raiyats? 

MINISTER in oKarge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (ths HofYMe the Nawib Saiyid Hmrtt AN CtmOlwu 
Khifl BtlMHlHr); (a) to (d) The labour involved in obtaining iiie 
information is incommensurate with its value. 
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Travelling charges of Deputy Director of Agr|Dulture« 

Rajshahi Circle. 

20. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing what sums have been drawn, 
by the Deputy Director of Agriculture, Kajshahi Circle, as travelling 
allowance, month by m|>nth, since his appointment to the circle up to 
September, 1922? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The labour involved in obtaining the information is 
incommensurate with its value. . 


Agricultural Department, Pabna. 

21. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the lion bl the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the tour programmes of the District Agricultural OfHcer, 

l^abna, for the months of May, dune, duly, August and 
September last ; and 

(ii) the amounts drawn by him as tour allowances in each of these 

months? 

(h) Will the Hon’blo the Minister also pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the total amount si>ent on the Agricultural 
Department in the district of Pabna, siKH*if\jng the ex]>enditure incurred 
during the years 191t) to 1922 (up to Sei>temlx‘r) ? 

Inc Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) and (b) Jbe labour involved in obtaining the 
information is incommensurate with its value. 

Co-operative Bocietiee in Pabna. 

22. ' 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to lay <m the table a statement showing, year by year, for the last five 
years for the district of Pabna — 

(?) the number of co-operative societies; 

(??) the number of inspectors and auditors employed for these 
societies ; 

[tit) the pay and travelling allowances drawn by each of these 
officers; 

the amount of capital sunk in these societies; and 
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(v) the an\^nt of income derived from, and the amount of expendi- 
ture incurred on, these societies? 

The Hon’Me the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The labour involved in obtaining the information is 
incommensurate with its value. 


Number of voters for several Leipslaturee in Bogra and Pabna. 

23. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Apjxjintmeni (Legislative) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(?) the number of non-Muhammadan electors for the llengal l^egis- 
lative Council, the Ijegislative Assembly, andihe Council of 
State, respectively, police»-Htation by jxdice-station, in the 
districts of Pabna and Bogra, and the j)ercentage of voters, 
who attended at each of the centres during the lust election ; 
and 

(j?) the number of Muhammadan voters for the Bengal Legisla- 
tive (V>uncil, the Legislative Assembly, and the Council of 
State, respectively, jxdic'ie-station by {X)licc-station, in the 
district of Pabna and the percentage of voters who attended 
at each of the centres during the last election? 

MEMBER in oharge of APPOINTMEMT [LEGI8LATIVE | 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 8ir Abd-ur-Rabim) : (?) and (ti) To 
obtain the information desired would involve an expenditure of time 
and labour that in the opinion of (Government would be incommensurate 
with the utility of the information. 


Voters for local Legislative Council for Bogra and Pabna. 

24. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment (Legislative) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(?) the number of — 

(a) Muhammadan, and 

(b) non-Muhammadan 

voters for the Bengal Legislative Council in each of the 
municipalities of the Pabna and Bogra districte and also in 
each of the police-stations of these two districts excluding 
^ the municipal areas ; 

( u ) the number of — 

(а) Muhammadan, and' 

(б) non-Muhammadan 
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male population within the municipal and police- 

stations (excluding the municipal areas) in each of these 
two districts ; and 
{iU) the percentage of — 

(a) Muhammadan, and 
(h) non-Muhammadan 

voters to the total male population, municipalities by muni- 
cipalities, and police-stations by police-stations, in each of 
these two districts ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: To obtain the information 
desired woul4» involve an exjjenditure of time and labour that in the 
o]>inion of Government would be incommensurate with the utility of 
the information. 


Choked-up waterways in Bengal. 

25. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing the choked-up w'aterways or silted-up rivers in the 
district of l^abna and other districts of Bengal that have been opened 
up during the last ten years ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN. The labour involved in obtaining the information is 
incommensurate with its value. (rOA^ernment, therefore, regrets its 
inability to answer the question. 

Paddy in Pabna. 

26. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ; Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(f) what quantity of jmddy was grown in the Sadar and Sirajganj 
subdivisions of the Pabna district during the period from 
1916 to 1921 ; 

(n) the quantity that was exported from the said district during 
, the said period ; 

(lit) what amount of i>addy was imported into the district of Pabna 
during the said period ; and 

(iv) what amount of paddy is required for local consumption every 
year in the said district ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur; The labour involved in obtaining the information is 
incommensurate with its value. 
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talasV oooHptn^ hoMingi in Pabna and Tipparai 

27. SHAH 8YEO EMOADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Hembj»r 

in charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing se[xirately the number of sales of occuj>ancy hold- 
ings und^f the following heads in the districts of Tip|)era and Pabna 
within the last five years, viz : — 

(i) voluntary sales by registered kahalas; 

(it) sales in execution of mortgage decrees; 

(in) sales in execution of money decrees, and 
(iv) sales in execution of rent deci'eesJ' 

The Hoti’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAilA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The lalwur involved in obtaining this iliformation is 
incommensurate with its value. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: It appears that all the questions 
of Shah Syed Kmdadul Haq have been answered in one way. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a supplementary question. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May I ask how much money 
would Ik* saved if these (luestions had not lieen printed in this listK 
(Laughter.) 


Inoome and expenditure for keeping separate aooounts of land 
revenue in Noakhali, Pabna and Tippera. 

28. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the llonb’le the Member 
in charge of the Dei>artment of Revenue (Land Revenue) pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing income and expenditure for the 
last five years in the distriiits of Tipixua, Noakhali and Pabna on 
account of the seimration of accounts for land revenue in the Collecto- 
rates? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The labour involved in obtaining this information " is 
incommensurate with its value. 

CMperative banks In Chittagong, NoakhaN, Pabna Mid Tipfiera. 

2Si SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ* Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to lay jon the table a statement showing — 

(t) the number of co-operative banks in the districts of Tippera, 
Pabna, Noakhali, and Chittagong; 
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(it) the amount of income derived from the percenrfge of dividends 
given and expenditure incurred on each of these banks each 
year during the last five years ; and 

(m) what is the amount of the — 

(a) total) and 

(b) subscribed, 

capital of each of these central co-operative banks? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURi, 
Khan Bahadur: The labour involved in obtaining the information is 
incommensurate with its value. 

North Bengal flood. 

30. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of llevenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the names of the districts with police-stations and the names 
of the villages within each such police-station, which have 
been affected by the last flood in North Bengal indicating 
the ]>ercentage of crops, houses and cattle destroyed; and 
(v) the number of persons who have either died or have been 
affected ? 

(b) What has been done by the officer of the Public Health Depart- 
ment in the matter of giving medical assistance to the j^iisons affected? 

(c) What steps have l)een taken to prevent outbreaks of epidemics 
in the flood affected areas? 

(^/) How many days after the flood did the Hon’ble the Minister, 
the Director and other otficers of the Public Health Department visit 
the u ' cted area ? * 

(e) Will the Hon^ble the Member be pleased to lay on the fable 
a statement showing, police-station by police-station, the amount given 
by the (lovernmeut as (i) gratuitous relief, and (it) agricultural loans 
to the affected districts? 

(/) If there was any delay in visiting the area by the officers referred 
to in (.//), will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons 
therefor ? 

The * Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN; (a) The statement below shows the replies which have 
already been given to the different parts of the question at the last 
meeting of the Council : — 

Where previously answered. 

(t) 77, 85(;). 86 (a)(t) XXXIX(h)(t), XLV(rt’), 79(a)(n), 86(;*), 
XXXIX(6)(ut), (tv) and (v), XLV(vu) and (rtu), LXX(c). 



1823.] QUESTIONS. 27 

(u) 79(<i)(t%, 41(o), XLV(OTt). 79(a)(.), XXXIX(6)(.). XLV(w) and 

(*)• 

(4) and (c) 79(</)((h), 80(6)(r»), 85(e). 

(d) LXII(n), 134(ti) and (tr). 

(e) XXV(0 and (i/), 80(/>)(i), 86(r); XLVII(ir). XXV(i) 

and (n), XXXI(a), 79(f/)(ir), 80(6)(n), a^>(f/), 8G(in) and (tv), XLVlI(fv). 

Details as to the floods in Pubna district were also supplied in answer 
to starred question No. liXXl at the last meeting. 

(/) The question does not arise. 


Areas under rioe, sugaroane and oolton in Pabna, 

31. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon^lde the Minister 
in charge of the Dcixirtinent of Agriculture and Indu.stries be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing for the Pabna district and since 
the organization of the Agricultural Department under the Director 
of Agriculture — 

(0 the iHMcentage of annual increase in areas under — 

(a) rice, 

(li) sugarcane, and 
(c) cotton; and 

(ii) the yearly# variation in outturn })er urea of these crops? 

The Han’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (0 and in) The labour involved in obtaining the 
information is incommensurate with its value. 


Excise in Pabna and Tippera. 

32. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; Will the Hon^ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of excise shops in the districts of Tippera and 
Pabna with the names of the places where they are situated; 
(u) the amount of income derived from each of these shojw and the 
quantities of excisable articles sold during the last three 
years ; and 

(m) the amount spent each year on the excise staff of the district 
during the last three years ? 

Thu Hon’Me the Naw* 8AIYID HAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (t), (lO and (/iV) The labour involved in obtaining the 
information is incommensurate with its value. 
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ThaiNM without tatograph offloe omi unions without 4o*t oflieo. 

83. SHAH 8YEO EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 

in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to lay on the table 
a (jtatement showing 8ej)arately for the Sadar and Sirajganj subdivisions 
of the Pabna district — 

(?) the names of the thanas which have got no telegraph office; and 
(u) the names of the unions in the jurisdiction in which there is no 
post office? 

MEMBER in charge cf DEPARTMENT cf COMMERCE (the 
Hcn’ble Mr. J, Donald): The labour involved in the collection of this 
information is incommensurate with its value, and Government are 
not prepared to undertake it. 


Fees for mutation of names in Khas Mahal of Pabna. 

34. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Deimrtment of Kevenue (Land lievenue) be pleased 
to state the amount of fees realized* by the authorities of the Khus 
MJahal department of Pabna on the value of the holding as a premium 
for the mutation of names of the transferees? ' 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The labour involved in obtaining this information is 
incommensurate with its value. 


Loane for agricultural imfN^vements in Pabna and eteewdiere. 

35. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Depiirtment of lievenue (Land Revenue) be’ pleased to 
lay on tlie table a statement showing, year by year, for the last three 
years — 

(i) the amount advanced as loans in the Sadar and Sirajganj sub- 
divisions, re.spectively, in the district of Pabna and in other 
districts of Bengal for agricultural improvements; and 
(n) how much of this amount has been recouped each year? 

The HotYblo the MAHARAilADHIRAdA BAHADUR ef 
BURDWAN: The labour involved in obtaining ibis information is 
inooimmensurate with its value. 



IWa.] QUESTIONS. 29 

•ito of jMdioill Mid noii*Jttilioi«l stMi|io in NoaklMli, PidNit Mid 

Tipperti 

M. SHAH SYED EMOAOUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing, year by year, for the last five years — 

(t) the number of judicial and non-judicial stamps sold in the 
districts of Pabna, Tip|)era and Noakhali; and 
(ti) the amount of revenue realized from' the judicial and non- 
judicial stamps, resj)ectively, in the district of Pabna F 

The Han’ble Mr. J. DONALD: The labour involved in the collec- 
tion of this information is incommensurate with its value, and 

Government are not prepared to undertake it. 

Sale M Judicial and non-Judicial stamiis in Pabna and Tippera 
during April and May of 1921 and 1922. 

37. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the llon ble the Member 
in charge of the Doi^artment of Finance be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing separately, the amount of revenue derived from 
the sale of (i) judicial staiii|>H, and (ii) non-judicial stamps in the 
districts of Tipjiera and Pabna during April and May of 1921 and 1922 F 

The Hon’blo Mr. J. DONALD: The lalxmr involved in the collec- 
tion of this information is incommensurate with its value, and 

Government are not prepared to undertake it. 

Details of pditlcat offences in Pabna. 

3S. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be jdeased to state 
separately the number of jiersons hitherto— 

(t) arrested, 

(u) sentenced, and 

(Hi) released after being convicted and sentenced for political 
offences, 

in the Sadar and Sirajganj subdivisions and in the rural magistracy of 
Shahacadpur, respectively, since the 17th November, 1921, to the dlsi 
July, 1922? 

(b) how many of these persons were tried and convicted at— 

(i) Pabna, 

(u) Sirajganj, and 
(m) Shahasadpnr, 
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under sections I7(i) end {2) of the Criminal Law /mendment Act, 
sections 124 A and 153 A of the Indian Penal Code and Sections 107, 
108 and 110 of the Code of Criminal Procedure? 

{c) How naany cases were — 

(i) defended, and 
{it) undefended, 

within each of the aforesaid areas and what were the sentences passed 
in each case? 

{d) For how many times, on what dates, for what purposes and by 
wlwira were injunctions under section 144 of the Code of Criminal Proce- 
dure issued for ])oliticaI pur{)ose8 within each of the aforesaid areas 
and uj) to what dates did these orders of injunction remain in force within 
these areas, respectively, and in each case? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state how many 
boys under the age of 16 were — 

(/) tried, and 

(n) convicted and sentenced, 
for iK)litical offences within each of the said areas? 

The Hofl’We Mr. H. L. StEPHENSON: (a) to (r) The informa- 
tion is not available and the labour involved in obtaining it is incom- 
mensurate with its value. 


Details as to oases under seotions 107 and 108 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code. 

39. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Membei 
ill charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(i) how many persons within (a) Pabna Sadar, and (b) Sirajganj 
subdivisions/ were ordered to execute bonds under sections 107 
and 108 of the Code of Criminal Procedure since the ITth 
November, 1921; and 

(ti) how many of these jwrsons, having refused to execute such 
bonds, had to undergo imprisonment under sections 107 and 
' 108, respectively ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (t) and (tt) The informa- 
tion is nftt readily available and the labour involved in obtaining it is 
incommensurate with its value. 

Jute, eoltivii rioe, end oiMeeds in Pibne end Tippere. 

40. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Membei 
in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing for the last five years-^ 

(i) what quantities of jute, cotton, rice and oil-seeds, respectively, 
were produced in the districts of Tippera and Pabna; and 
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(u) what ^antity wa^i exported from those districts? 

The HOfl*bl» Mr. J. DONALD: The labour involved in the collec- 
tion this information is incommensurate with its value, and 
Government are not prepored to undertake it. 


Pabna-Bogra Settlement. 

41. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’hle the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of — 

(a) Indian Civil Service officers; 

(b) deputy collectors; 

(c) sub-deputy collectois; and 

(d) kanungoes; 

employed in the Pahna-Bogra settlement; 

(n) the number of circles and hallca^s in which these districts have 
been divided for the puriK)se of settlcMuenl operations with 
the name of the officer in charge of each circle and each futlka 
and the salary drawn at pre.simt by each of them ; 

(Hi) the work done by the Pubna-Bogra settlement since its com- 
mencement up to .‘list lOctober, 1922; 

(ir) the average monthly cost incurred in the settlement ojx^rations; 

(v) the numlnn* and pay of assistant settlement ollicers employed 
in this settlement ; and 

(vi) the names of the assistant settlement officers who are revenue 
officers ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWANs The labour involved in obtaining this information is 
incommensurate with its value. Some of it will be found in the Civil 
List and* in the Annual Rei>orts of the Settlement Department. 

Works of river improvemenC. 

42. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: WHl the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state — 

(t) what works of river improvement have been undertaken and 
completed in each division during the last five years; and 

(it) what dredging operations are now in progress in the rivers of 
Bengal? 
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The Hon'bie th* MAHARAJADHiRAJA it^HADUR *1 
BURDWAN; (i) The labour involved in obtaining the information ia 
incommensurate with its value. Government, therefore, regrets its 
inability to answer the question. 

(it) Dredging operation^ are being carried out at present in the 
Bidyadhari river, in the district of the 24-Parganas. 


Sale of properties in default of public demands in Pabna and Tippera. 

43. SHAH SYEO EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’bie the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state the numl)er and names and tauzi numbers of the proper- 
ties sold or put to sale in default of Government revenue and cesses, 
resjjectively, in the districts of Tipjiera and Pabna for the last three 
years and the number of proprietors on whose behalf the revenue was 
jmid on the sale dato? 

(h) Will the Hon’bie the Member l>e pleased to state whether any 
in((uiries were made- about the circumstances under which the proprietors 
had failed to pay the Government revenue and the cesses? 

(c) Will the Hon’bie the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the ])roprietor8 had failed to i>ay the revenue owing to diffi- 
culties of realizing rents from the tenants? 

The Hon’bie the MAHARAJADHIRAilA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The lal>our involved in obtaining this information is 
incommensurate with its value. 

(b) and (c) The member is referred to the answer to the unstarred 
question No. 80(b) asked by Babu Jogendra Nath Roy at the meeting 
of the Tjegislative Council neld on the 23rd August, 1922. 


Political prisoners in Pabna Jail. 

44. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’bie the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(i) how many persons convicted and sentenced for political offenoes 
^rom — 

(i) Pabna Sadar subdivision, 

(it) Sirajganj subdivision, and 
(Hi) Shazadpur Rural Magistracy 

in the district of Pabna were lodged in the Pabna district 
jail, month by month, since the ITth November, 1921, up 
to the 31st July, 1922 ; 
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(tt) the ndkies of those prisoners who were transferred from Pabna 
jail elsewhere, month by month, indicating the jails to 
which they were so transferred ; 

(m) the names of the political prisoners who are still in the Pabna 
jail indicating the offences for which they have been con- 
victed and the dates of their release in each case; 

(u') whether these {xilitical prisoners in the Pabna jail are jillowed 
special privileges ; and 
(r) if so, what are these privileges? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [dAILS] 
(the Hon’Me Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (?) to {in) The information is 
not available and the lalnmr involved in obtaining it is incommensurate 
with its value. 

(u') and (v) Such of these fxditical prisoners, if any, who are classi- 
fied a.s special class prisoners enjoy the privileges given in the rules 
for special class jn-isoners of which a copy is laid on the Library table. 


Unpassed compounders pi^ising medicine in Pabno. 

45. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the I)t*i?art merit of Local Self-dovernment be pleased to 
sbite, police-station by police-station, how many passed and unixissed 
compounders are practising the profession of medicine and surgery in 
the Sadar and Sirajganj subdivisions, res{>ectively, in the district of 
Pabna ? 

The Hcn’Me Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEA: Government 
have no information. 


Gambling in Pabna. 

4S. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) Will the Hon’hle the 
Memlrer in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that gambling is veiy^ prevalent amongst the people in 
certain parts of the district of Pabna? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of extending 
the Gambling Act to these parts of the district? 

Tho Hoii’bla Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON; (a) and (b) Government 
have received no information to this effect. The Act is in force in the 
towns of Pabna and Sirajganj. 
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River etatione of the Joint Stoomer Compoikao. 

47. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(?') the number and names of the stations served by the Ganges 
Despatch Service steamers of the Joint Steamer Companies; 
and 

(it) which of these stations are provided with waiting rooms for 
male and female passengers, respectively? 

(b) Is it a fact that the said Companies have enhanced the rates of 
passenger fares ? 

(r) If so, when were they increased and what has been the propor- 
tion of increase on the former fares? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me 
Mft Ji DcnaKf): (a) (j) The member is referred to the Time Table 
published by the Companies. 

(it), (h) and (r) Government have no information. 

Liquor shops in Pabna and Tippera. 

48. SHAH SYED EMDADUL KAQ: (ri) Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of liquor shops in the districts of Pabna and 

Tippera, 

(ii) the places where they are located, and 

(Hi) the income derived from each of them each year during the 
last three years ? 

(b) Is it a fact that it has been found that the rules regulating the 
location of liquor shops have not been observed in practice in the districts 
of Pabna and Tipi^era and that as a matter of fact the rules have been 
broken in about 80 i>er cent, of the locations? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state?— 

(t) whether opinions are invited from the local boards regarding 
the location of liquor 8hoi>s at the time of their establish- 
ment ; and 

(it) whether such opinions are given effect to? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) and (b) The labour involved in obtaining the 
information is incommensurate with its value, 

(c)(i) Yes. 

(ii) Yes, whenever p?ajtioable, 
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PVMMS ihitt With under saution 144 (1), Criminal Proeedura Coda, 
in Pabna. 

4d. SHAH 8YED EMOADUL HAQ: Will the Hou'ble the Mem- 

ber in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement tihowiiig — 

(i) the names of the jHMsons dealt with under section 144^/^ of 
the Criminal Procedure Code for political work in the Sadar 
and Sirajgaiij sul>divisions, res|HM'tively, in th(‘ district of 
Pabna; and 

(li) the apjuehended act or acts on their part, for which immediate 
prevention or speedy remed} was thought desirable in each 
caae ? 

The Han’ble Mr. H, L. STEPHENSON: (?) Government have no 
information as to individual (ases dealt with under section 144(7), 
Criminal Prcu^eduie (ode, in the districts. 

(ti) Presumably the material facts of each case have been stated 
in the order issued and would, therefore, be known to the j)artv on whom 
the order was served. The facts are not known to Govi'rnment. 


River dacoities in Bengal. 

50. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hoidble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Police Department lie pleaseil to lay on the table 
a statement showing, year by year, since the introduction of the system 
of River Police — 

(i) the number of river dacoities committed in the Pabna and 
other districts of Bengal; 

(it) the number of such cases, district by district, which have been 
detected by the River Police; and 

(tit) the number of castis in which the River Police interfered on 
the spot and prevented the commission of dacoities and 
similar crimes? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (i) to (iti) The member 
is referred to the answer given to unstarred question No. 174 at the 
Council meeting of the 4th July, 192L 


Road-oaes and QwmmnmH ravanue in the Pabna diitrtot. 

SI. SHAH SYED EMDADUL H^Q: Will the Hon ble the M?m. 
ber in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be plei §ed 
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to atate the total amounts collected in the district of^abna separately 
under heads — 

(i) road-cess, and 

(ii) Government revenue during each of the last ten years P 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The member is refened to the Annual Beports of the 
Board of Revenue. 

Appointment of two retired officers as honorary magistrates of Pahna. 

52. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that a retired deputy superintendent of 

ix)lice and a retired inspector of j>olice are now or were before 
appointed as honorary magistrates in Pahna ; 

(ii) what were the special rejisons which led to these appointments; 

and 

{Hi) how many cases were or have heeri tried by these magistrates 
yearly since their appointments? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD«UR*RAHIM: (i) One retired deputy superin- 
tendent of police and one retired inspector of police were apjwinted as 
honorary magistrates of the Sadur lndei>endent Bench, Pahna. The 
former was not recommended for reapi>ointment on the expiry of 
the period of his appointment and Uie latter died. 

(ii) There were no spt^cial reasons. 

{Hi) Government d% not feel justified in compiling the statistics 
as the labour involved will Im? incommensurate with its utility. 


Licenses for fire-arms in Pahna. 

53. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’hle the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing, year by year, from the last 10 yesws and for the 
district of Pabna — 

{i) the numl)er of applications for licenses for fire-arms; and 
{ii) the number of such licenses issued by the Government? 

The Hon'bta Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (i) and (it) The member 
is referred to the statement placed on the table in answer to the unstarred 
question asked by Babu Nalini Nath Roy at the Council meeting of 
4th July, 1921. 
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S4. SHAH SYCO EMOAOUL HAQi Will the Hon'ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Police Department be pleaeed to lay on the table 
a statement nhowing, year by year — 

(t) the expenditure incurred for the staff of the launch of the 
Sui)erintendent of Police, Pabna, during 1918-19 to 1921-22; 
(tt) the number of days on which the launch was used by the said 
officer during the said |>eriod ; 

(m) the number of days on which the launch was used by the 
Collector of Pabna during the said iienod; and 
(iv) what w'as the cost of ciml used in this steam launch during the 
last three years P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (i) to (iv) The informa- 
tion on record gives the exiHMiditure for the year 1920-21 and is con- 
tained in the answer to the unstarred question asked hy Nawab»ida 
K. M. Afzal, Khan Bahadur, at the(V)uiicil meeting of the 4th July, 1921. 


Police strength in Pabna and Tippera. 

55. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Uon ble the Mem- 

l)er in charges of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing separately for the last three years — 

(i) the total strength of the police force, t.e., officers and con- 
stables, attached to each {jolice-statiou in the districts of 
Pabna and Tippera; and 
(n) the number of cases of — 

(0) dacoity ; 

(b) robbery; 

(r) murder; 

(d) culpable homicide ; 

(e) theft; 
if) arson; 

(g) rape; 

(h) grievous hurt; and 

(1) other cognizable offences 

reported from the area under each police-station in the said 
districl? 

TIi 5 Hon’bto Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The information on record 
is contained in statements D and 0 of the Annual Reports on the Police 
Administration, copies of which may be consulted in the Council Library. 
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Uniformi to dafodart and oliiukidan of Pabim and Tippora. 


M. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) WiU the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state the cost 
incilrred by each chaukidari union and union board in the districts 
of Tipipera and Pabna for supplying uniforms to its chaukidars and 
dafadars each year during the last six years ? 

(h) How much have the Government contributed towards — 

(i) the pay of; and 

(u) the cost of supplying uniforms to the chaukidars and dafadars 
in the district of Tippera and Pabna, union by union, each 
year, during the last six years ? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. H, L. STEPHENSON; (a) The number of dafa- 
dars and chaukidars in these districts is given in statement H of the 
Annual Report on the Police Administration. The cost of each uniform 
is laid down in rules 206 to 208 of the Chaukidari Manual. These 
publications may l>e consulted in the Council Librsiry. 

(h) Government makes no contribution towards the pay and cost 
of uniforms of dafadars and chaukidars. 


Chaukidari tax in Pabna. 

57. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Deimrtment be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the amount realized annually as chaukidari tax, 
police-station by police-station, in the district of Pabna under the 
Village Chaukidari Act, 1870, within the last five years? 

The Hon’blo Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The figures on record are 
for the whole district and not for individual police-stations. The 
member is referred to statement H of the Annual Reports on the Police 
Administration and to the statement placed on the table on the 29th 
August, 1921, in answer to a question by Mr. Tarit Bhusan Roy. 


Number of litigation oases in distriots, where survey and settfement 
operatione have oommenoed or completed. 

5S. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased 
to state in a tabular form the number of litigation cases, year by year, 
instituted in the district of Pabna and othef districts where survey and 
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settlement operations haTe oommenoed or completed from three years 
before the commencement of the surrey and settlement o|)erations up 
till nowP 


TIM Hon'bto the MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The member is referred to the reports of the High Court 
on the administration of Civil and Criminal Justice. 


Number of polioe in Pobno and Tippenu 

59. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on Jhe table a 
statement showing, year by year, for the last three years and for the 
districts of Pabna and Tippera — 

(i) the number of officers employed as — 

(a) circle inspectors, 

(h) Huh-insi»ectors, 

(r) assistant sub- in spec tors, and 
{(1) constables ; and 

(h) the amount drawn as pay and travelling allowances by each 
such class of officers ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (t) The strength of the 
police force employed in these districts will be found in statements I) 
and G of the Annual ReiK>rts on the Police Administration. 

(n) Government do not possess these detailed figures. 


Coses of murder in Pobno. 

60. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the last five years from date for the district 
of Pabna and for the rest of Bengal — 

(») the number of cases of murder; 

(tt) the number of lives lost in each case; and 
(m) the ultimate result of each case? 

The Hen’Me Mr. H. L. STEPHENSDN: (t) to (in) The informa- 
tion on record regarding cases of murder is contained in statements A 
and G of the Annual Reports on the Polioe Administration to which 
the member is referred. 
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Expendituro on poiioe in Pabna and Tippert. 


61. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(i) the total cost incurred for the police in the districts of Pabna 

and Tippera in respect of their pay, deputation allowan(M\ 
travelling allowance and office establishment for the years 
1906-06, 1917, 1918, 1919, 1920, 1921 and 1922; and 

(ii) the total strength of the jwlice in the districts under the follow- 

ing heads — 

(1) deputy 8U{)erintendent8, 

(2) iiisj)ector8, 

(3) 8ub-in8{>ector8, 

(4) assistant sulwnsjx'ctors, and 

(•5) constables? 

(h) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to lay a statement on 
the table showing, year by year, for the last six years for the said 
districts — 

(?) the number of cases in which proi>erty was stolen ; 

(n) the num}>er of cases in which property was recovered; 

{in) the percentage of the cases in which i)i’oi>eHy w^as recovered 
to the cases in which proiwrty was stolen ; 

(iv) the amount of [property stolen; 

(v) the amount of p>roi)erty recovered ; and 

(ri) the j^ercentage of the value of the property recovered to the 
value of the ptopi*rty stolen? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be jdeased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, year by year, for the last six years for the said 
districts — 

(i) the number of cognizable crimes reported; 

(id) the number that met with conviction ; and 

(in), number of ceases which went undetected? 

Th6 HfW'Ws Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON. The member is referred to 
the statements appended to the Annual Eeports on the Police 
Administration. 


Charitable efispaneary at Sujanagar. 

62. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of- the Department of Local Self-Government aware of 
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tibe great need for medical assistance existing in Sujauagar ( Sadivr 
subdivision, Paboa district)? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that Sujanagar is a rising 
port and is the headquarters of a police-station with a large Middle 
English School situated there? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of establish- 
ing a charitable dispensary at Sujanagar at an early date? 


The Hon’Me Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (^0 and (b) 

The Minister has no information on these points. 

(f) No. The respon.sihility for establishing such a disiJensary I'ests 
with the district hoard. 


Primary sohoots in Tippera and Pabna, 

63. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the llon hli the Minis- 
ter in charge of the l)e])artnieiit of Kducation he pleased to stat^*--' 

(t) at what rate monthly grants are made to primary schoids iti 
the districts of Tijqn'ra and Palma; and 
(ii) w'hether there has h(*en any dearth of apidicutions for teacher- 
ships in i>rimary schools from the l)etter type of trained 
teachers in the districts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (i) G rants to primaiy schools are 
made by loc^al Inxlies and the rates at wdiich such grants are ])aid are 
fixed by those bodies in accordance with the allotments for education 
at their disposal. 

(ii) The meml>er is referred to the district boards and municijiali- 
ties of the area to which this question refers. 


Allagad raising of subscriptions in certain sub-registry offices in Pabna. 

64. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Eon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education l>e pleased to stale — 
(t) whether it is a fact that in some of the sub-registry offices in 
the district of Pabna certain fees or subscriptions are levied 
for every deed registeYed for the purpose of carrying on any 
local charitable work; 

(n) under what law, rule or bye-law are such subscriptions realized ; 
and 

(m) whether this is done with the approval of the Government? 
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(b) Is there any bar to raising such subscriptions for charitable pur- 
poses? 

ThO Hoil'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER. (a) (i) The practice of raising 
subscriptions at Sirajganj and Dhangora Sub-registry offices was 
stopped after the issue of Government Order No. 698 Mis., dated the 24th 
March, 1922. 

(ii) There is no law, rule or bye-law sanctioning the levy of such 
subscriptions. 

(Hi) Government’s approval was not asked for nor given. 

(h) Although there is no legal bar to the raising of such subscrip- 
tion, it has been prohibited by Government for administrative reasons 
as it might easily lead to abuses. 


Travelling aHowances of Deputy Commisaiotiers of Excise. 

65. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Indus- 
tries be pleased to state the average monthly travelling allowance 
drawn by Mr. 8. G. L. Platts, Mr. II. A. Stephen and liai S. K. Raha 
Bahadur, during their tenures of office as Deputy Commissioners of 
Excise, after the creation of the Special Stall? 

(b) What is the average monthly travelling allowance of the pre- 
sent Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Khastgir, up to March, 1922? 

(c) Is it a fact that these officers were primarily intended for the 
insp^tion of the district offices, and to assist the District Officers with 
their expert advice — the supei'vision of the work of the Excise Intelli- 
gence Bureau being an additional charge? 

(d) If so, will the Ilon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the total 
number of days spent on tour by these officers from 1916-17 to 1921-22 — 

(i) in connection with the inspection of the district offices; and 

(u) in connection with the supervision of the Special Excise Staff? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Minister also be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing trip by trip the number of tours made by 
the present Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Khaatgir, since Ist April, 1921, 
mentionirfg — 

(i) the places visited specifying the places where there is a special 

staff and where there is none; 

(ii) the duration of halt at each place; 

(tti) the number of days spent on tour; 

(iv) the distance covered ; and 

(i;) the travelling allowance drawn in ^ch month? 
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(/) Were the tour programmes of this officer regulaiiy submitted 
and the approval of the Excise Commissioner obtained before the 
journeys were undertaken? 

The Hofi’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) (1) Mr. S. G. L. Platts-<-R8. 14b-12.0; (2) Mr. R. A. 
Stephen — Rs. 149-8-0; (3) Rai S. K. Raha Bahadur — Rs. 220-4-0. 

(b) Rs. 345-9-8. 

(c) This is not a fact. The 8U{)ervi8ion over the work of the Pro- 
vincial Excise Bureau is one of the primary duties of the Deputy (Com- 
missioner (Preventive) at (Calcutta, who is also in charge of the sjwcial 
establishment maintained to deal with smuggling by rail and river, 
and the co-ordination of [ueventive operations in the various districts. 

(d) The question does not arise. The touring in connection with the 
in8f>ection of the district offices and in connection with other duties is 
intermixed. 

(r) (i) to (r) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(/) This is ordinarily done as in the case of other offic 4 ?r«. 


Expofisas in oonneotion with tha first ganaral alaotkm of mmbars of 
reformed Bengal Legislative Counoil. 

66. Maulvi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment (Legislative) Dejmrtment be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the amount spent by 
the Government for each district for the last general election of the 
members for the Bengal Legislative Council? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: Two statements are laid on 
the table. 

The first shows under twelve heads the total cost incurred 
for the province in connection with the last general election of members 
for the Bengal Legislative Council. 

The second shows expenditure, district by district, in respect of the 
following major charges : — 

(!) Cost of erecting polling stations. 

(2) Cost of ballot boxes. 

(J) Cost of printing electoral rolls. 

It does not include the following items : — 

(i) cost of paper supplied to presses for the printing of ballot 
papers and for printing of electoral rolls, (2) sundry items of expendi- 
ture in respect ol whidi Government possess provincial totals only and 
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insufficient data to enable them to state the amount spent for each 
district. 


Statement I referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 66. 


( 1 ) 

( 2 ) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

( 6 ) 


( 7 ) 

(8) 
(9) 

( 10 ) 

( 11 ) 

( 12 ) 


Cost of erecting .polling stations 
Cost of ballot boxes 
Cost of paper supplied to presses 
Cost of thumb impression pads 
Cost of printing electoral rolls including the 
final rolls for Calcutta 

Cost of special staff for preparing rolls for 
Calcutta including cost of printing draft 
rolls 


Bb." a. p. 

23,051 5 0 
49,206 2 0 
38,976 6 0 
323 0 0 

1,62,195 9 11 


19,688 3 6 


Cost of special staff for the preparation of the 
electoral rolls 
Special staff for Howrah 

Special staff for the Income-tax Office, (\ilcutta 
Cost of the Reforms office 
Contingent expenditure in certain districts ... 
Honorarium to the Collectorate staff, 
24-rargana8 


222 4 3 
617 14 0 
744 0 0 
51,646 6 2 
2,845 0 3 

960 0 0 


Total ... 3,50,476 3 1 


Statement 11 referred to^in the reply to unstarred question No. 66. 


Bakargauj 

Rs. A. P. 

... 20,465 3 2 

*Bankura 

2,031 12 4 

Birbhum 

6,636 13 4 

'Bogra 

3,456 15 9 

*Burdwan 

2,747 1 4 

Chittagong 

... 10,166 12 10 

Dacca 

... 21,237 14 9 

•Dinajpur 

2,245 0 0 

Faridpur 

6,835 9 2 

Hooghly 

... 10,495 7 4 


h of the olactonl rolls of tho dlttrio^P m«rkod wltli an acteritk wan printed at 

tha tvvaral Salttonant Pronei and the axpenditore on tbit aeeodni amoonta to Bt. 19^.64. 
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Rb. 

A. 

p. 

Howrah 


... 13,608 

12 

6 

•Jalpaiguri 


818 

0 

4 

Jessore 


... 15,333 

15 

0 

•Khulna 


6,713 

2 

0 

*Malda 


1,372 

6 

4 

Midnapore 


... 11,538 

9^ 

0 

Murahidabad 


7,496 

1 

9 

Mymeiisingh 


7,428 

8 

8 

Nadia 


... 12,588 

5 

2 

Noakhali 


6,782 

3 

9 

iW 

Pabna 


4,541 

15 

8 

•Rajahahi 


7,713 

' 5 

8 

•Rangpur 


3,047 

14 

8 

Tipi)cra 


7,055 

5 

0 

24-Pargatias 


... 2.5,971 

11 

7 

Calcutta 


... 28,555 

0 

3 


Total 

... 2,46,482 

14 

9 


JV. 2/. — Portions of the eW'Ctornl rolls of the dint rictu marked with nn wore printwl At 

the several Settlement Presses and the expenditure on this Account amounts to Ils, 

Bhairab drainage scheme. 

67. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: Will the IIoD ble the MiuUter 
in charge of the Department of Ivoeul Self-Government be pleased to 
state what steps have l)oen taken for the carrying out of the Bhairab 
drainage scheme since the questions put on this matter in this Council? 

The Hoifble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The Bhairab 
drainage scheme has been completed and is being examined in the 
Superintending Engineer’s office. 

In the meantime it has been suggested that the Bhairab river should 
be re-excavated from the Ganges to 24 miles above Khulna. 

Both schemes will be examined by Government before a final decision 
ie made. 


Miihammidini in th# oBloc of the Impaotraos of Schools, 

Dbooo Cirois. 

n. Ktm BMMMhir KHWA4A MpHAMED AZAMi (a) Will the 
Hon’bk the Minister in charge of the Department of Education he 
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pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the number of minis- 
terial officers under the Inspectress of Schools, Dacca Circle, and 
stating how many of them are Muhammadans? 

m Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the total 
number of vacancies which occurred in the office during 1920^22 and 
the number of Mussalmans appointed thereto? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether there 
is any rule that all vacancies should be advertised in the newspapers 
or in the Calcuttdi Gazette f 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state how many 
of the vacancies referred to above were advertised? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
circular regarding the appointment of Mussalmans to the exitent of 
33 per cent, is applicable to the office of the Inspectress of Schools, 
Dacca Circle? If so, is that rule at all observed there? 

(/) Will the Hon’hle the Minister be pleased toJay on the table a 
list of the candidates (Hindus and Muhammadans), for the vacancies 
above referred to with their qualifications, academic and special, and 
also the qualifications of the candidates who were appointed to fill up 
those vacjancies ? 

(<j) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the vacancy created by the death of the head clerk of the 
said office was not duly advertised and that an outsider with practically 
no office experience has been aj>pointed although there were many com- 
petent Mussalman graduates as candidates for the same? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state how many 
Mussalman mistresses and^teachers are employed under the Inspectress 
of Schools, Dacca Circle, and how many of them have been discharged 
during the year 1920 — ^22 and why ? 

The Hoffhle Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) A statement is laid on the 
table, , 

(6) There were two vacancies during 1920 — 22, one owing to the 
creation qf a temporary post and the other due to the death of the head 
clerk. The temporary post was filled by a Moslem candidate and the 
other had to be filled, for administrative reasons, by a Hindu derk, 
who held a substantive appointment under the Education Department 
and for whom it became necessary to provide an appointment on the 
termination of the term of his deputation to the University of Dacca. 

(c) As suitable candidates for clerical appointments are always 
available it is not ordinarily necessary to incur the expense of advertising. 
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(d) The temporary poet was filled after advertisement. The head 
clerk’s vacancy was not advertised. 

(e) Yes. Steps will be taken to increase the percentage of Muham< 
madans if suitable candidates are available. 

(/) Cwo statements of candidates are attached herewith. Reference 
is also invited to the reply to clauses (b) and (g), 

(g) It was not necessarj’ to advertise the vacancy due to the death of 
the head clerk as it became necessary at that time to {wovide a Govern- 
ment servant on deputation to Dacca University, with a suitable ajipoint- 
ment. It is not true that the man apiwiuted to the vacancy “ is an 
outsider with practically no office exjxjrience.*’ He entertMl Govern- 
ment service in 1912 and was a clerk in Dacca College He has ten 
years* experience in clerical work and was always re|X>rte(La com{>etent 
clerk. On the abolition of Dacca College, his substantive post was 
abolished and his services were placed tem}K>rariIy under the Univer- 
sity of Dacca. There he was employed under the Director of Physical 
Education. As the ix)st of Director of Physical Education was abolished, 
the University requested the Education IkqMirtment to arrange for his 
reversion to British Service. A suitable vacancy occurred owing to 
the death of the head clerk in the office of the Inspectress of Schools, 
Da(‘ca Circle, and the clerk in (piestion was aj^poinied to it. 

(h) Three Muhammadan teachers are employed in Model Girls* 
Schools. Two Moslem ladies were given tt‘rajx)rary apfKrintments as 
School Mistresses but neither of them could be confinned as they were 
not considered fit for the posts. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question 
No. 68, shelving the number of ministerial officers under the 
Inspectress of Schools, Dacca Circle. 

(1) Babu Arun Chandra Roy, Office Superintendent, pay Rs. 100 

(class V, Subordinate Educational Service). 

(2) Babu Ramesh Chandra Ghosh, head clerk, pay Rs. 60 (class VII, 

Subordinate Educational Service). 

(3) Babu Kunjabehari Dutt, assistant clerk, pay Rs. 30 (class III, 

Lower Subordinate Educational Service). 

(4) Babu Abanimohan Datta Gupta, assistant clerk, pay Rs. 30 

• (outside the Graded Service). 

(6) Babu Amulya Chandra Das Gupta, assistant clerk, pay Rs. 26 
(outside the Graded Service). 

(6) Maulvi Abol Khayer Muhamn^ Baalur Rakman (Temporary), 
assistant clerk, pay Rs. 26 (outside the Graded Service). 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause if) of unstarred question 
No. 68 ^ showing the candidates for the post of an additional clerk 
created for the office of the Inspectress of Schools^ Dacca Circle, 
from September, 1920. 

(1) Monomohan Bhattacher-ji — Appeared in the B.A. Examina- 

tion. Previous experience: Nil. 

(2) Jinnat Ali — Read up to B.A. Previous experience : Served as an 

officiating clerk in the Dacca Head Post Office. 

(8) Dhirendranath Mukherjee — Read up to B.A. Previous experi- 
ence: Worked as an Assistant Teacher in a High English 
School and now working as Head Master of a Middle English 
School. 

(4) Ananda Charan ‘Mazumdar — (Read up to B.A., I^-eviousi 

experience: Working as Head Master of a Middle English 
School. 

(6) Chandra Kanta Sarkar — Read up to B.A. Knows ShoHhand 

and Tyi>ewriting. Previous ex|>erience: NiL 
(()) Abdur Rashid-Passed the last B.A. Examination. Previous 
• experience: Nil. Recommended by Khan Bahadur Abdul 

Aziz, retired 2nd InsiKJctor of Schools, Dacca Division. 

(7) Nandalal Basak — Read up to B.A. Previous experience: 

Worked as Assistant Clerk in the office of the ]usi)ectre8s 
of Schools, Eastern Bengal and Assam, for some time. 

(8) Fazlur Rahman — Read up to B.A. Previous experience : Worked 

as Assistant Teacher in High English Schools fqg some time. 
Recommended by Khan Bahadur Azam. 

(9) Md. Abdul Jalil— Read up to I. A. Previous experience: Work- 

ing as an Assistant Teacher in a High English School. 

(10) Promod Ranjan Barua — ^Re^d up to the First Year Class, and 

passed the Teachership Examination. Previous exi)erience: 
Working as an Assistant Teacher. Served as correspondence 
clerk of the General Post Office, Aujab. 

(11) Abul Gous Kutubuddin — ^Read up to the First Year Class of 

the Jagannath College, Previous experience: Served as a 
* temporary clerk in the office of the Joint Registrar, Co- 
Operative Societies. Worked as an extra clerk in the Dacca 
Collectorate. Now a probationer in the Dacca Central 
Co-operative Bank. 

(12) Sayed Abdul Jabbar — Read up to LA. Previous experience: 

Worked as Head Master of a Junior Madrassa. 

(13) Bhagabati Charan Singh — Read up to I. A. Previous experi- 

ence: Worked as Head Master of a Middle English School. 
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(14) Khowajali Mia — Read up to I. A. Previous experience : Worked 

as a clerk for some time in a High English School. 

(15) Kamdar Khan — Read up to I. A. Previous experience: Nil. 

(16) A. H. Sbamsul Islam— Read up to l.A. Previous experience: 

^ Nil. 

(17) Zakiuddin Khan — Read up to l.A. Previous exj)erience: Worked 

as a clerk in connection with the cyclone relief work and 
now working as clerk in the office of the InsiH'ctor of Schools, 
Dacca Division. 

(18) Gopal Chandra Munshi — Read up to l.A. Previous exjKM-ience: 

Worked as Head Master of Middle English Schools and as a 
clerk in the office of the llharat Insurance (Vunimn^N . 

(19) Bidhu Rhusan Dliar — Read up to l.A. Previous" exi)erieuce: 

Working as Head Ma.ster of the Baniara Middle English 
School. 

(20) Satish Chandra Roy Chaudhuri — Read up to l.A. Km>w.s 

Shorthand and Tytx^writing. Previous exjH*rience: Nil. 

(21) Ahdur Rahman Mia — Read up to l.A. Previous exj>erienot'; 

Worked as Second Master of a Junior Madrassa. 

(22) Al)dur Rahman — Read up to the First Year (^lass (l.A.). 

Previous exi)erience: Workwl as a clerk and Assistant 
Teacher for a few days in a High English ScIkm)! and now 
working as a clerk in the Sub-Registrar’s Office. 

(23) Shamsuddin Ahmed- IWd up to l.A. and knows typewriting. 

Previous experience: Worked ns Head Master of a Middle 
Fmglish School. 

(24) Jogendra Nath froswanii — Read uj) to l.A. IVevious experi- 

ence: Worked as Head Master of a Middle English School. 
Now working as an Assistant Teacher and clerk in a High 
School. 

(25) Nalini Kanta Bhattacharjeo — Read up to l.A. Previous 

exj>erience: Worked as Head Master of a Junior Madrassa. 

(26) Rajani Kanta Dhar — Read up to l.A. Previous ex^ierience: 

Woiking as Head Master of a Middle English Schw>l. 

(27) Sukumar Das — ra8.sed the Matriculation Examination. Pre- 

vious experience: Worked for two months as a clerk in the 
Court of the Subdi visional Officer, Narayanganj. 

(28) Muzaffar Ahmed — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous experience: Working as Head Master of a Junior 
Madrassa. 

(29) Md. Abdiw Sobhan — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous experience; Working as an Assistant Teacher of a 
Junior Madrassa. 
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(30) 

(31) 

(32) 

(33) 

(34) 

(35) 

(36) 

(37) 

(38) 

(39) 

(40) 

(41) 

(42) 
<43) 

(44) 

(46) 
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N. N. Moled A. Ghani — Passed the Matriculation Examination: 
knows Typewriting. Previous experience: Worked as Head 
Master of Middle English Schools. 

M. Abdul Aziz — Head up to the First Year Class (I.A.). Pre- 
vious experience: Working as clerk and teacher of a High 
English School. 

Fazley Ali Khan Majhi — Passed the Matriculation Examina- 
tion. Previous experience: Nil. 

Md. Afsar Uddin — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 
Previous experience: Nil. 

Md. Khada Noaz — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 
Previous experience: Worked as Head Master of a Middle 
English School. 

Radliaballav Basak — Passed the Matriculation Examination 
and the Tvi>ewriting Examination. Previous experience: 
Worked as an officiating clerk in the Bengal River Tolice 
Office, Narayanganj. 

Nathaniel S. Biswas — Passed the Matriculation Examination 
this year. Knows. Tyj)ewriting. Previous experience: 
Worked for three months as a Store- keeper. 

Sheikh Ahmad Ali Munshi — Passed the Matriculation Examina- 
tion. — Previous experience: Nil. 

Raj jab Ali Miah — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 
Previous exi)erience: Nil. 

Kazi Ashan Ullah — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 
Previous experience: Nil. 

Belayet Ali — Passed the Matriculation Examination and Type- 
writing Examination. Previous exj^erience: Nil. 

Habibar Rahman — Passed ^the Matriculation Examination. 
Previous exj>erience: Working as an Assistant Teacher of a 
Middle Madrassa. 

Md. Abdul Gani — Passed the Matriculation Examination ; 
knows Tyi)ewriting. Previous experience: Nil. 

Md. Narul Islam — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 
Previous experience: Worked as Head Master of a Junior 
Madrassa. 

Md. Kala Mia — Passed the Matriculation Examination. Prer 
vious experience: Working as Head Master of a Middle 
English School. 

Tariful Islam — Passed the Matriculation Examination. Pre- 
vious experience; Working as an officiating derk in the Dacca 
General Post Office. 
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(46) Md. Abdus Samad — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous experience: Working as 2nd Master of a Junior 
Madrassa. 

( 47 ) K. Md. Bakhat — Read up to the Matriculation. Knows Type- 

writing. Previous experience; Worked as an assistant 
clerk in the office of the Civil Surgeon and now temjKyrary 
derk in this office. 

(48) Mohini Mohan Ganguli — Passed the Matriculation Examina- 

tion. Knows Typewriting and Shorthand. Previous experi- 
ence: Worked as Teacher in Middle English and High English 
Schools and some time as a clerk in the Hindu Hostel, 
Ramna. 

(49) Abdul Hamid Bhuiya — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous experience; Worked as a clerk in the'Comillu Zilla 
School. / 

(50) Md. Ebrahim — Read up to I. A. Previous exi)erience: Worked 

for some time as Hmd Master of Junior Madmssa. 

(61) Idrak Das — Passed the Matriculation Examination. Knows 
Typewriting. Previous exi>erience: Nil. 

(52) Dudh Mia — Passed the Matriculation Examination. Previous 

exi)erience: Working as a 2nd Master of a Middle English 
School. 

(53) Dewan Serajuddin Ahmed — Passed the Matriculation Examina- 

tion. }*reviou.s experience: Worked as a 2nd Masher in ^a 
Middle English School and now working as a clerk in a 
High English School. 

(54) Nihar Ranjan Sen Gupta — Passed the Matriculation fiXumina- 

tion. Previous exi)erience: Nil. 

(55) Ashraf Ali — Passed the Matriculation Examination. Previous 

experience: Nil. 

(56) Shyam Sundar Saha — Passed the l.A. Examination. Previous 

experience: W’^orked as clerk and copyist in the Deputy 
Magistrate’s Court for several months. 

(57) Nalini Kanta De — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous experience: Working as 2nd Master in a MidjJle 
English School. 

(58) Jamini Kanta Ghosh. — Pa-s-sed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous experience: Worked as 2nd Master of a Middle 
English School. 

(59) Priyanath Nascar — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous experience: Was an Auditor in the office of the 
Deputy Accountant-General, Posts and Telegraphs, Nagpur. 
Worked as a temporary accounts clerk in the office of the 
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Executive Engineer, Nagpur, and as a clerk in the office of 
the Accountant-General, Posts and Telegraphs, Calcutta. 

(60) Gyasuddin Ahmed. — Passed the B.A. Examination. Previous 
experience : Worked as Head Master of Middle English Schools 
and officiated for the clerk in a High English School. 

(6L) KaJimulla — Passed the P.A. Examination. Previous experi- 
ence: Worked for some time in the Dacca Commissioner's 
office and as Teacher in some schools. Remarks: Appointed 
from 1st Noveral)er, 1920. Resigned of his own accord 
from 6 til February, 1921. One Muhammadan graduate was 
ajiixiinbul in his place from 10th February, 1921, who is still 
serving here. 

(62) Akshoy Kumar Ghosh — Passed the B.A. Examination. Pre- 

vious exfierience: Wm-king as an Assistant Teacher in a 
High P]ngli8h School. 

(63) Sultan Bazid — Passed the B.A. Examination. Previous experi- 

ence: Worked for some time as a Teacher. 

(64) Md. Sahniddin — ^Pasj^d the LA. Examination. Previous 

exp(»rience : Working as a Teacher in a High English School. 

(65) San tosh Kumar Sen Gupta — Read up to LA. Previous exi)eri- 

ence: Nil. 

(66) Krishna Chandra De — Read up to I. A. Previous experience: 

Worked as a typist clerk in the office of the Superintendent 
of Police, 

(67) Md. Mustafa — Read up to I. A. Previous experience: Worked 

as officiating Assistant Sub-Inspector of Schools. Worked as 
a clerk and iypist in the offices of Mr. A. L. Godden, Narayan- 
ganj, Bengal River Police and Narayanganj Municijial Office. 

(68) Nasir Uddin Ahmed — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous exi>erience : Worked as a Secretary, Moslem Impe- 
rial Association, Dari Bhelanagore. 

(69) Md. Jonah AH — ^Rend up to LA. Previous experience: Worked 

as Head Master of a Middle English School. 

(70) Gonesh Lai Roy — Read up to LA. Previous expeadence: 

* Temporarily worked as Excise Sub-Inspector and in the 

Land Registration Department. 

(71) Na«ir Ali — Passed the Matriculation Examination. Previous 

experience: Worked as 2nd Master in a Middle English 
School and as a clerk in the office of the Executive Engineer, 
Duars Road Division. 

(72) M. Ismail Khandakar — Passed the M^f^oulation Examination. 

Previous experience; Nil. 
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(73) Md. Abdur Rahman — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous experience : Nil. 

(74) Muhabot Ali Mia — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous experience : Nil. 

(75) Md. Samin Uddin — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous ex|x*rience : Worked as 2nd Master of one Middle 
English School and now a clerk in the Keraniganj High 
English School. 

(76) Banwarilal ('hakravarti — Passed the Matriculation Examina- 

tion. Previous experience : Nil. 

(77) Abdul Aziz Mia — Passed the Matriculation Examinatiim. Pre- 

vious exjierieiK'e : Acted as a clerk in a High English School. 

(78) Nawab Ali Mia^ — Passed the Matriculation Examination. Pre- 

vious experience : Nil, 

(79) Md. Muk.sedali — I’assed the Matriculation Examination. Pre- 

vious exi^erience : Nil. 

(80) Shahar Uddin Ahmed — Passed the Matriculation Examination. 

Previous exjHM'ience: Working as 2nd Master in a Middle 
Englisli School. 

(81) Mahi Uddin — Passed the Matriculation Examination. Previous 

ex}>erieiice : Worked as a clerk in the (tun and Shell l*’actory, 
Cossipore. 


Statement referred to in the reply Ut clause (/) of unstarred question 
No. 68, shoiring the candidates for the post of head clerk in the 
office of the Inspectress of Schools, Dacca ('ircle. 

(1) Mofizuddin Ahmad — Passed the IE A. (Honours in English) and 

passed the Board qualifying examination at Dacca for 
appointments in the Upi>er Division of the Imiw^ial Secre- 
tariat. Previous exi>erience: Worked as Head Master, Ham- 
madia Madrassa, Dacca, for above two years and had to run 
all the office work there as a temporary assistant in the 
Commissioner’s office, Dacca. 

(2) Amiyansu Kumar Das Gujda — Passed the B.A. (Honours in 

English) and M.A. in Engli.sh and as wtII equipfs'd with 
the Degree of Bachelor of Teaching. Previous exjjerience; 
Worked as Head Master of two High English Schools and 
as Assistant for six months in the Political Department of 
the Bengal Secretariat. Remarks: Appointed head clerk 
from the 21st Augu.st, 1922. 'Acting as Superintendent from 
the 7th October, 1922. 
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(3) Giriflh Chandra Das — Apj)eared at the I. A. Examination. 

Knows Tyi>ewritiDg. Previous experience: Served tempo- 
rarily for a year in the office of the Inspectress of Schools, 
Presidency and Burdwan Divisions, and also in the office of 
the Assistant Insi»ectress of Schools, 24-Parganas, Jessore 
and Khulna and Calcutta. 

(4) Muhammad Kharati — Matriculate and read up to LA. Pre- 

vious experience : Nil. 

(6) J. IL Ohosh — Read up to l.Sc. standard. Knows Shorthand 
and Tyjx'writing. Previous exjK‘rieiice : Serving as a Short- 
liand-Tvi>isi as well as Tour Assistant in the office of Co-opera- 
tive Societies, Rajshalii Division, Naogaon. 

(tl) Monsurur Bahman — -Passed the B.A. Previous experience: 
Worked in the office of the Assani-Bengal Railway (/om|xiny 
for some moiiths as Suhordinate Auditor and Clerk and now 
working in the Director of Agriculture’s office, Bengal. 


Dacca Ma(fc*assa. 

ee. Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM; (a) Will the 
Hon’Ide the Minister in charge of -the Department of Education be 
pleased to state — 

(/) what are the functions, jiowers and duties of the governing 
l)ody of a college ; 

(ii) who is the final authority who appointxS a governing body; 

(Hi) what prin('ij)le is followed in the apiK)intment of members; and 

(iv) what are the qualifications requisite of a member? 

(h) Will the TTon’ble the Minister be jdeased to state whether there 
is or wnis any governing body for the Dacca Intermediate Madrassa? 

(c) If so, who w’ere the members for the sessions 1921-22, and 
1922-23, respectively? 

(d) What, if any, important matters (appointment, transfer, leave, 
sanction of new ]>asts, etc.) arose in connection with the affairs of the 
Dacca Intermediate Madrassa, during the period of the last 16 months. 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state who is respon- 
sible for the management of the affairs in the Dacca Madrassa and for 
bringing important matters to the notice of the governing body? 

(/) Is there any whole-time principal at the head of the Dacca 
Madrassa ? 

Th« HCNi’ble Mr, P. C, MITTER; (fl)(0 For the functions, powers 
and duties of the governing bodies of Government colleges please see 
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rules uuder section III, sub-section A, of the Rules and Orders of the 
Education Department, a copy of which is laid on the Library table, but 
there are no rules defining the functions, powers and duties of the 
governing bodies of aided colleges. 

(ii) Government in the case of a governing Inidy of a Government 
college and the Director of Public Instruction in the case of the govern- 
ing IkmIv of an aided ( ollege. 

(tn) The ]uinciple observed in the apimintmeiit of the members of 
the governing body of a college is as follows: — 

Influential local men who take interest in the college are generally 
apI>ointed as such, and under rule Ghapter XVIII of the Univer- 

sity Regulations, the leat hing .staff of the college is represented on the 
body. 

(?r) There are no rules regulating the tpialifications ‘of u memlwr 
of the governing IhkIv of u college. 

(/>) and (c) The Dacca Madras.sji has not yet been raised to the 
status of an Islamic Iritei mediate ('ollege, but a governing Invdy for the 
Madiassa has b(‘en appointed foi the academic year in Govern- 

ment notifi(ati()n No, l^TTJ-Kdn., dated th(‘ llMh l)ec(‘ml)er, l!t22. A 
copy of the notifications showing the names of th(» members lor the 
sessions and is laid on the Library table. 

(//) No TK'W' post was cieat<*d duiing the |H*iiod referr(‘d to. I^eave 
Was, liowever, granted duiing this jauiod to two officers and officiating 
arrangements were made in their places. One officer was transferred 
under fhe order of the Directoi of Puldic Instruction who also suggest- 
ed the officer who should take his place. 

(e) The PriiK'ipal, Dacca Madiassa, is primarily res[>onsibIe for fhe 
management of the Madrassa and as secretary to the govern- 

ing body is also res|>onsible for bringing imjKirtant matters to the notice 
of the governing body. 

(/) Yes. 

Messrs. Parrott and Famelt, of " Entafly Riots ” case. 

70. Mr. H. BARTON; (a) Is the IIonTde the Member in charge 
of the Political Department aware of the findings of the Sessions 
Alipore, in respect of the case, King Emi»eior rerxug Parrott and Farnell, 
in w'hat is known as the “ Entully Riots ” case, re.sulting in the 
accjuittal of the accused ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the learned Sessions Judge in his summing up 
characterised the prosecution as “ malicious,'’ saying that “ it should 
never have been made ” and that “ it should never have gone to his 
court”? 
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(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of compensat- 
ing Messrs. Parrott and Farnell for the humiliation, agony of mind 
and pecuniary loes sustained as a result of the prosecution? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) No. 

Anglo- Indians and Small Causes Court Judgesliips. 

71. Mr. H. BARTON: (a) With reference to the reply given on 
the 2Yth November, 1922, to unstarred (piestion No. 120, will the 
Hon’hle the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased 
to give the date on which the last va(‘an(‘ie.s were filled? 

{b) Were the vacancies at all notified and were candidates invited 
to apply? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) 16th October, 1918; 23rd 
January, 1920; 29th October, 1920. 

(b) The answer is in the negative. 

Judicial and executive functions. 

72. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: (a) With reference to the 
question of the sej>aration of judicial and exe< utive functions, will the 
Hon’ble the Member in chaige of the A])pointment l)ei)artment be 
pleased to state whether the examination of the scheme outlined in 
the report of the Committee has btH'ii completed? 

{b) When is it likely that the rejx)rt and the scheme will be pub- 
lished ? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) No. 

(b) The report has already been published. 

Subordinate Educational Service. 

73. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : (a) Will the 
Hon^ble the Minister in charge of the Dei^artment of Education be 
pleased to* lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of graduates in the list of English teachers of the 
Government schools; 

(ti) the number of them who originally accepted poets in the 
Subordinate Educational Service; and 

(iii) the number of the latter who will be in a position to reach 
the maximum of Rs. 200 in 25 years in the ordinary course P 
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(b) Is it a fact that many of the English teachers cannot rise auto- 
matically from Rs. 75 — 5 — 2(X), as is the case with the new recruits? 

(c) If so, whal is the number? 

(d) Is it a fact that, under the new time-scale, some graduate 
teachers who originally entered into the Subordinate Educational Service 
are allowed to draw Rs. 110 a month at the end of 12 yiMirs’ service, 
whereas a new’ recruit w’ill be allowed to draw Rs. 105 a month at the 
end of the same period of service, i.r., 12 years? 

(c) Is it a fact that it has been admitted by the Reorganization 
Committee that the menil>ers of the Subordinate Educational Service have 
long been underpaid? 

(/) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it 
is in the contemplation of the Government to take steps to si^e that 
these officers do not sustain this monthly loss of Rs. 25 a month in 
comparison w’ith new recruits? 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (n) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

ib) Ib’oinotioii to th(‘ higluT scale not being automatic, no specific 
answer is possible. 

(r) In view of the ansWi'i to (h) the question d(M*,s not arise. 

{d) Yes. The reitson is obvious. The couditions of the graded 
Subordinate Educational Service regulated increments of |>uy previous 
U) the reorganization, w’hereas the new recruits will gel the advantage 
of the more liberal terms of the new' scale. 

(c) In the opinion of the Reorganization Committee “ many officers 
belonging to the Subordinate Educational Service have long bien 
undeq)aid." 

(/) No. 

Statejuent referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 73, showing 
the number of (jraduate English teachers in the Subordinate 
Educational Service. 

(i) The numler of graduates in the list of English teachers of the 
Government schools — 208. 

(tt) The number of them who originally accepted posts in the Sub- 
ordinate Educational Service — 118. 

(m) The number of the latter who will be in a position to reach ihB 
maximum of Rs. 200 in 25 years in the ordinary course — 56. 

Dispensary at Narayanpur (Barraekpere). 

74. Rai HAREMDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) With reference 
to my unsterred question No. 135 asked at the meeting of the Council on 
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Ist December, 1921, will the Hmrble the Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Local Self-Government be pleased to state whether the District 
Health Officer’s “ revised programme of dispensaries to be opened ” 
in the district of 24-rarganas “ in order of their urgency ” has been 
jnepared ? 

(b) If 80 , will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the 
table a copy of the programme together with a copy of the district 
board’s resolution, if any, to give effect to the programme? 

(c) If no programme has yet been prepared, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is the intention to give effect to 
tlie Sanitation (/ommitlee’s piop(»sal to establish a dispensary at Narayan- 
piir (in Barracki>ore rural area), a proposal which was accepted by tlie 
diHtri(d board at its meeting held on tlie 15tli Jnly, 1919? 

(fJ) Is it a fact that the district board is not in a position to give 
effect to the jrrogramine or juojKisal even after tin* i-ealization of a 
large anH)unt of cesH(‘s this year on account of the Magrahat drainage 
scheme? 

(c) If the answer to (r/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state whether tin* Government are considering 
the desirability of starting a dispensary at Narayanjiur out of the grant 
provideil for in the Sup|>lementary Budget of the last duly Session 
(under head ff2, Scheme 19)? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (b) 

Yes. Government are informed that the District Health Officer has 
prejiared a programme but that it has not yet been submitt(‘d Ui the 
District Board. Hence no copy can be jdaced on the table. 

(c) Government are informed that the District Health Officer, after 
considering the (|uestion of medical relief for the whole district, has 
recommended a subsidized* dis}^n.sary at Narayunjmr, but liis profK>sals 
have not yet beon considere<l by the Board. 

{(1) Government have no information. 

(c) The question does not arise. * 

Rar HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI Is thei Hou’ble ihet 
Minister aware that a resolution was ( ome to some time before by the 
24-l*ar^nas district Iniard to establish a charitable dispensary at 
Narainpur? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: No; I am not 

aware of it. 


Filtered water-supply to Barnagore municipality. 

76. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) With reference 
to the answers given on the 23rd August last to my unstarred questions 
Nos. 22 and 50, will the Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Local Self-Government be pleased to state whether the Calcutta 
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Corporation is in a position to supply the requisite quantity of filtered 
water for the remaining 22,0()0 souls of the Barnngore muniei]>ality 
which is situated at a very short distance from the overhead tank at 
Tallah? 

(b) Is it not a fact that the Calcutta Corporation supplies far greater 
requirements of filtered water to other municipalities more remote than 
Barnagore P 

TbeNwi’Me Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (r,) (Winment 
are infonned that at present about 4,000 people out of a iKqnilation of 
20,000 obtain al)oiit 4 gallons of water a head per day fnmi the (Silent ta 
suppl\ and that the Calcutta ( orporation are at present not in a jHy,sition 
to supply water to the remaining 22,000 residents of Barnagore. 

(b) The answer is in the aftirniat ive. The water is supplied under 
a long-standing arrangement made undei sjiecual eircumstinu'es. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble the 

Minister be pleased to state wlnui and under what cinaimstances sjieeial 
ariangements for tlu* supply oi filtered water to tlie remoter muniei- 
IKilities were made P 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I want 0* have 
notice of this (|uestion. 

Tetulia-Sripur Khal and Madaripur Bil Route oanal embankment. 

76. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS: (./) Will the Ilon’ble the Mem- 
In^r in charge oi the Dejyai tmeiit of Irrigation l>e pleased t(» state 
wliellier tin* jHMifile of tin* (lopalgaiij subdivision of l'aridj)ur uiged in 
their addresses of welconn* presented to the Ilon’ble the .Minister in 
charge of Agriculture and I'ublic Works at (lopalganj dining his last 
visit the imiKHUnce of e.vcavating the Tetuliu-Sripui Khal and fqHUi- 
ing more sluice gates in the embankment on the south bank of the 
Madaripur Bil Route canal? 

(b) If so, what steps, if any, are lM*ing taken in tin* matt<*r? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN:(a) Yes. 

(b) The question of excavating the Tetulia-Sripur Khal and open- 
ing more sluice gates in the embankment on the south bank of the 
Madaripur Bil Route canal is under consideration of Government. 

Defaloationi in the olTloe of CofiimiisiofMr of Exciie. 

77. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT; Will the Hon bio the Minuter 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state — 

(t) the total amount of defalcations in the office of the Commie, 
sioner of Excise during tEe current year; 
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(li) the steps that have been taken to compensate the Govern- 
ment for the loss ; 

(ui) the name of the officer or officials during whose control such 
defalcations took place; and 

(io) the action the Government are proposing to take to prevent 
a recurrence of the same? 

The Hon’ble the Nawah 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (i) There were no defalcations in the current year. 
There W’ere, however, some defalcations prior to July, 1921, and these 
are now under the consideration of Government. 

(it) t(j (iv) The (questions do not arise. 


Statements ef certain police offloers in the case of Sarat Chandra Dhar 
« versus” Sub-Inspector P. N. Mukharji of the Calcutta PoMoe. 

78. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in (diarge of the Police Department be pleased to lav on 
the table copies of the statements in writing which the following police 
officers made on the (Sth Mandi, 1922, in connection with the alleged 
assault on Surat Chandra Dhar — 

(?) by the sub-insivctor Provat'Nath Mukharji in the lock-up of 
the .lorabagan thanu on the 7th March, 1922; 

(ii) by the assistant sub-ins|)ector Sarat Kumar Banerji; 

(m) by the constable Jhummar Kor; 

(iv) by the assistant sub-in8j>ector Karunamay Mondol; and 

(?’) by the assistant sub-inspector Mamizuddin Ahmed? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble tfie Member be pleased to state whether the 
aforesaid statements of the Sth March, 1922, of the said police officers 
^ were submitted to the Deputy Commisjyoner of Police, North Division, 
Calcutta, or forwarded to the Second Presidency Magistrate, when he 
had called for all the “ ixdice pai)ers on the 11th March, 1922? 

(c) If the statements were not submitted or forwarded, will the 
Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the name of the officer respon- 
sible for this ? 

(d) Will the Hoii’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any 
fresh statements were taken from the aforesaid police officers on or about 
the 14th March, 1922, in connection with the aforesaid case? If so, why 
and by whom P 

Tha HOfl’blo Mir. H. L. STEPHENSON: (ja) The statements are 
on the judicial record of the case and it is nott considered rieeessary to 
call for copies of them. 
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(6) to (d) The statement of (?) was recorded on the 9th March by 
the Assistant Commissioner and was included in the police pai>ers vsub- 
mitted to the Deputy Commissioner and sent to the Majfislrate. No 
statements by the others were on record, their examination havinj? been 
verbal except No. (Hi) who had not been examined at all. When the 
Magistrate called for pajiers, Nos. (u), (tv) and (r) were instructed by 
the Assistant Commissioner to give written statements. These were 
supplied by them about the 14th March and sent to the Magistrate. 
In July, sub-inspector Mofizuddin Alimed produced in ('ourt statiunents 
of Nos. (/V), (ill), (iv) and (r) said to have been recorded by him on 
the 8th March. These alleged statements had luH been shown to the 
Deputy Commissioner when he inquiied on tiie 8th March and were not 
produced by the sub-insi>ector till July. Suitable notice lias been taken 
by the Commissioner of the sul)-in8j)ector’s conduct. 


Goonda Department of Calcutta Polioe. 

79. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the I’olice Dejiartment be jdeased to state — 

(j) when the “ (loonda Department” of the Calcutta Police was 
created ; 

(ii) what is its present strength and cost; 

(ill) how many cases of ” (ioondaism ” were dealt w'ith by the 
Calcutta Ihilice (C.I.D. and thanas) during the five y(*ars 
preceding the creation of the “ (loonda Department”; and 
(ir) how' many cases of ” (ioondaism ” have been dealt with by the 
” (xoonda De|»artment ” since its creation and how many 
cases by the thanas V 

The Hon’blo Mr. H« L. STEPHENSON: (i) The s^iecial stafl to 
deal with giK)ndaism was apfsiintcd on the Ist September, 1920. 

(ii) One Assistant (Commissioner, one inspector, two Hub-ins|K*ctorfl, 
two assistant sub-insfiectors, one head constable and six constables. 
The yearly cost is Bs. 22,000. 

(lii) “ (ioondaism ” usually takes the form of robl>ery. The figures 
of reported cases of robbeiy’ are — 

1916 21 
1917 ... . . 22 

1918 ... ... 26 

1919 . . ... 46 

1920 ... ... ^ 

1921 ' . 149 
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(iv) Complaints are reported at the police sections and are investi- 
gated by the section staff. In some cases the special staff assists; the 
bulk of its work is devoted to preventive measures, including the regis- 
tration of “ goondas,” and the compilation of detailed information as 
to their history and distribution. 


Silting up of Chaktai khal. 

80. Babu ANN ADA CHAR AN DUTTA: (a) Has the attention of 
the Ilon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Sclf- 
(ioverriinent l>een drawn to the prevalence of fever mostly malarious in 
the District of Chittagong? 

(h) Has any investigation ^heeii made tol asicertuin the i*ea»son8 
for tlie deterioration of the climate of the district ? 

(c) Has it been considered whether the deterioration of the climate 
is jrartly due to the silting up of the Chaktai in the east of the fown 
and other natural drainage channels in the interior and also to the 
system of water-supply in the various parts of the district? 

{(I) If so, what ste])s are the (lovernmeni taking in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (r/) The 

mortality from ** fevers ” in the district of Chittagong in 1921 was 
pi'uctically the same as it was in Did and lower than in l!tl2, 1913, 
1914 and 1915. The mortality was the highest during 19LS and 1919 
ju’obably on account of the influenza pandemic. Compared with the 
othei’ districts of Chittagong division, viz., Noakhali and Tipiw^ra, the 
fever mortality in the Chittagong district is decidedly higher. 

From the dispensary returns it appears that in Chittagong town 
malaria has increased sine# 1920 and in certain thanas, viz., Sitakund, 
Fatikchai’i, Pamora and Cox’s Bazar, since 1918-19. 

(h) No malaria survey has been made in the Chittagong district 
and the Director of Public Health is at present unable to depute any 
of his regular staff for this work while the financial jwsition does not 
permit the employment of an additional temporary establishment. 

(c) Government have no information on this jx)int and the causes 
of the incidence of malaria in the Chittagong district cannot be 
definitely stated unless a detailed malaria survey is made. 

(d) Government are at present not in a position to undertake special 
measures for the abatement of malaiia in the Chittagong district. 

Cholera in Bengal. 

81. fabu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
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pleased to lay on the table a statement, showing the number of cholera 
cases, that occurred in Bengal, during the five months from January to 
May, 1922, district by district, with sjiecial reference to the following — 

(i) number of cholera cases ; 

(n) number of deaths; 

(Hi) number attended by — 

(a) Government doctors; 

(b) distiict l)oard doctors; 

(iv) number of doctors sent out by Government — 

(a) to treat cholera cases; 

(b) on sanitary work for the prevention of cholera; 

(v) number of doctors sent out by the district boardjj — 

(a) to treat cholera cases; 

(b) on sanitary work for the prevention of cholera? 

The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Two statements 
are laid on the tal)le. No intonnalion is available with regard to 
clause ( 111 ) of the question. 
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Statement referred to %n the reply to unetar red question No, 81, showing 
the 7iumbe/ of doctors sent out by Government and District Boards 
(a) to treat cholera cases and [h) on sanitary work for the preom- 
tion of cholera during five months from January to May, 1922. 
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82. ^Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charf^e of the Department of Finance be pleased to stale 
what was the amount provided in the budget for 1922-23 for the revi- 
sion of pay of the ministerial establishments? 

(b) Will the Hon ’ble the Member be pleased to state what amount 
will l)e actually re(iuired to give effect to the recommendations made 
in the Majority Rej>ort of the Salaries (’ommittee as restricted by Oov- 
ernment in the Resolutions No. 1027H-F., dated 17th July, 1922; 
No. 1()()4()-F., dated 27th duly, 1922; and No. 12196-F., dated 25lh 
August, 1922? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state what savings 
are likely to bt' effected by the restrictions referred to above and how 
the saviiigs jire jirojujsed to be utilized? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) Rs. 27,82,126. 

(b) To answer this would involve an examination in the Accountant- 
General’s otfice of the effect of the rules regarding the revision of pay 
in the case of every clerk in the province. In the opinion of Govern- 
ment, the time and labour involved therein would be wholly incom- 
mensurate with the value of the information when obtained. 

(r) Should the actual cost of the revision l)e less than the amount 
provided in the budget, the difference will l>e merged in the provincial 
balances. 


Enlisted peons in Bakarganj civil courts- 

83. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the TIon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state the number of 
enlisted iK‘ons who have been acting in the raunsifi of the Bakarganj 
district for the last 10 years and upwards? 

(h) Are the Government considerinfg the desirability of making a 
rule to the effect that in each district the vacancies in the permanent 
post wdll always be filled in by the |)eon8 named in the list of the district 
in order of their seniority? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) 81. 

(h) Iiuyiiry is being made into the matter. 

Influenza in Bengal. 

84. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing the number of influenza cases in 
the different districts of Bengal from January, to October, 1922? 
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(6) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be jileased to state wJiether there 
has been any increase in the number of such oases in 1922 as comparoil 
with 1921 and 1920? 

(c) If 80 , what are the figures? 

((/) Will the Ilon’blo the Minister be pleased to state whether any 
steps have been taken to coi^e with the disease in the districts of Bengal? 

(o) Are the Government considering the desirability of a.p|)ointing 
any sj^ecialists to make researches in order t(» find out the r(H)t-cause 
of the disease ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (n) Accurate 
figures showing the number of influenza cases in the diflfen'iit districts 
are not available. The figures re|H»rted from districts represent only 
a fraction of the actual cases that occur. 

(//) and (c) Figuies of 1922 are not available. In 1921 then* wen‘ 
about 4r),l)00 deaths from influenza as conijsired witij 150.000 in 1920. 
Extracts of the [wragraplis on influenza from the Annual Sanitaiy 
KeiK)rts for the \ears 1920 and 1921 are laid on the Library table. 

(</) The Public ll(‘alth suflicient (‘xecutive 

staff to j)rovid(‘ an adequate executive agency for combating the 
ravages of influenza. It is primarily the duty of the local bodies con- 
cerned to organize meusurt's foi* the pievention and check of the disease. 
The Public Health l)ei>artment exercises advisory functions, issues 
instructions as to the measures to Ik* taken, and obtains supines of 
influenza va( cine for the local bodies. 

(r) The answer is in the negative. 

Inconvenienoe of sohool-going people of PaUiakhtli owing to 
inadequate means of oonuminioation. 

85. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM; (fi) Will the ITon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing the number of — 

(?) primary schools, 

(ji) middle vernacular schools, 

(m) other village schools, and 
(iv) maktabs, 

in the Patuakhali subdivision, which have not got proper means of com- 
munication with the different villages? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Mini.ster aware that the etudenU cannot 
attend these schools throughout the year owing to the lack of communi- 
cations? 
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(c) Art the Government considering the desirability of instituting 
an inquiry into this matter of communications? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Exclusive of girls’ schools — 
(i) 497;(n)5;(m)8;M302. 

(6) The subdivision is densely interspersed with khals and rivers. 
Some inconvenience is felt by students in attending schools, especially 
during the lainy season owing to insufficiency of roads. Attendance 
can be improved, if new roads and bridges over khals are 0 [iened. 
(c) Does not concern this deimrtment. 


Standing Committee of Commerce and Marine. 

86. Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAiTAN: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Member in cluuge of the Hepartment of Commerce be pleased to state 
wliether any meeting has been called this year of the Standing Com- 
mittee of CoinmeKc and Marine? 

(/j) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the dates 
thereof and tlie subjects brought before it for consideration? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Member be jdeased to state whether an 
amendment of the constitution of the Calcutta Port Trust is under 
considaration ? 

((/) If so, at wliat stage is it at present and w'hen may it l>e expected 
tr) be brought before this (\)uncil? 

(r) Has the Standing Committee on Commerce and Marine been at 

all consulted in regard thereto? If not, why not? 

« 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether 
representations have been made to the Government by the Bengal 
National Chuinber of (\)mmerce and the Marwari AsvSociation for the 
apiwintment of an independent committee to inquire about the Associa- 
tions or Exchanges culled Brirax in Calcutta? 

(//) Has the (\mmiittee on Commerce and Marine been consulted 
in regard thereto ? If not, why not ? 

(/i) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what, if any, 
steps do tlffe Government proj>ose to take in regard to the said representa- 
tions ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) No. 

(h) See answer to (a). 

(r) The question of increasing Indian representation on the Calcutta 
Port Trust is under consideration. 
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(d) Tbe local Government have obtained the views of the Oalcutta 
Port Commissioners and tbe leadings mercantile associations and have 
forwarded them to the Government of India with an expression of their 
opinion. When the Government of India have come to a decision the 
question of legislation will be taken up. 

(e) The question was raised by the Government of India and pend- 
ing their decision tbe matter has not been placed before the Standing 
Committee. 

(/) No representation on this subject has Wn re(‘eived from the 
Bengal National ChamWr of Commerce. A letter, dated the 2(»th Scqi. 
tember, 1922, has been received from the Marwari Association, in the 
last iwragraph of whic'h it was suggested that an inquiry might be 
held by com jx* tent |)ersons.’* 

(</) No, because the matter is still under the consideration of Gov- 
ernment and because a resolution on this subject is jxuiding Ix'fore the 
Bengal legislative Council. 

(h) The matter is under consideration. 


NorH)o-operator prisoner, Babu Puma Chamira Dm, in Dacca Jail. 

87. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Batiadur: (a) Will the 
Kon’ble the MemW in chaige of the IVpartment of Revenue (.fails) 
he pleased to state the prescuit state of health of Babu Burna Chandra 
Das, a non-co-ojH*rat<)r prisoner in Dacca jail? 

(b) Is it a fact that he hml been suffering from a most distressing 
condition of heiilth due to (xdic and piles ami j>rofuse bleeding and 
that he nmled an operation? 

(r) Is it a fact that he prayed to be removed to the Alipore Jail^on 
the ground that he would get fa< ilities there tq undergo the oi^ration 
but that his prayer was refuse<l? 

(d) If the answer to (c) i.s in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state why his prayer was refused? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) His health is fair and 
is not causing any anxiety. He is in cxinsiderably better health now 
than when be was admitted to the Dacca Central Jail on the 6th March, 
1922. 

(6) He gave a bistorj^ of having suffered from bleeding piles for 
sixteen years. He was admitted to the Jail Hospital on the 13tb 
March, 1922, for the above complaiuj and discharged on the. 21st of 
that month. No operation was considered necessary for the piles. 

6 
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(c) and {d) No operation wa« necessary and Government are not 
aware whether he applied for a transfer on this ground. Government, 
however, received suggestions that he should be transferred to Cal- 
cutta, one, on the ground that he had certain complaints including 
dysentery and piles and that the climate of Dacca did not suit him, 
and the other, on the ground that he had dysentery. Both stated he 
required better medical treatment and nothing was said about an opera- 
tion. On inquiry it was ascertained that a transfer on purely medical 
grounds was quite unnecessary. 

Proceedings initiated by Sadar Subdivisional Officer, Pabna, againet 
Babu Copal Chandra Sarkar. 

88. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; (a) Will the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of Ihe Political Department be pleased to 
state the result of the inquiry and the j)roceedings initiated by Mr. Chuni 
Lai Mukerjee, Sadar Subdivisional Officer, Pabna, against Babu Gopal 
Chandra Sarkar, of Chithalia, jxdice-station Pabna, a pensioner, late 
Inspector of Schools, Dacca Division, and late officiating Curator, 
Bureau of Education, Government of India, cm the allegation that he 
refused to |)ay a subscription amounting to one-fourth of what he pays 
as yearly cliaukidari tux for the reception of His Excellency the Gover- 
nor of Bengal at Pabna on demand *by a private gentleman Babu Ram 
Lai Joardar and that he used abusive language towards him? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Meml)er bo ])leaHed to lay on the table a 
copy of the report of the magisterial inquiry into the matter and the 
subsequent procee<lings of the case? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Meml)er be pleased to state whether the 
Subdivisional Officer, Pabna, obtained the approval of the Government 
to the course of action tajten by him ? 

♦ The Hon’ble Mr, H. L. STEPHENSON: (V/) On a written complaint 
under section 504, Indian Penal CJ^kIc, Babu Gopal Chandra Sarkar 
was asked to show cause why he should not be prosecuted. On his 
denying the charge the complainant was ordered to produce his evidence. 
The complaint was eventually withdrawn. 

{by The magisterial inquiry was not completed before the cose was 
dropped at the instance of the complainant. 

(c) approval ’was not necessary. 

Aasistint Direotor of Publio Haalth, Ifitfustrial Area in tho IM^Parganis. 

88. Rti MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA BiOMUliir: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to state the name, qualifications and salary of 
the Assistant Director of Public Health, Industrial Area in the 
24-Pargana8f 
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(6) Has this appointment been created in addition to that of the 
Assistant Biiector of Public Health, Presidency Division? 

TN HoffMe Sir 8URENDRA HATH BANERJEA: (a) Name-- 
Dr. G. L. Batra; Qualifications—M.B., €h. B. (Ediii.), D.P.H. 
(Durham); Salary— Pay Rs. 500 rising to Rs. 1,000 in 20 years; tern- 
porary allowance — 33 J per cent, of ptiy. 

Dr. Batra is now drawing Rs. 800 a month inclusive of the temjK>rary 
allowance. • 

The jurisdiction of this officer is not confined to the 24-Parganas 
district only but extends to the whole pmvince. 

(b) The reply is in the affirmative. In view of the financial posi- 
tion, this post will for the present he abolished, Dr. Batra l>eing trans- 
ferred to a leave vacancy. 


Saplic tank effluents into the Hooghly. 

90. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahaihir: (a) With 
reference to the reply to my iinstarred question No. 3(;) asked at the 
meeting of the 2l8t November, 1921, will the ilon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Lwal Self-Government be pleased to state 
the names and designations of the olli(!er8 responsible for not enforo 
ing rule 19 (vin) (b) of the Bengal Factory Rules, 1912, which lays 
down that “ Septic Tank effiuents should bo sterilized l>efore Ixung 
discharged into the river "F 

(b) What stejw are the ’Government jxroposing to 'taJte in the 
matter? 

(c) Is any systematic analysis made of drinking water BU[>pli(Ni 
for determining their potability tis required under the provision of 
rule 20(0 of the Bengal Factory Rules, 1912? 

(d) In the C4ises of how many factories have the drinking water 
supplies been examined and with what results? 

The Hofi’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (h) 

The Inspector of Septic Tank installations is the officer who is resimn- 
sible for the enforcement of the rule referred to. The reply given to 
clause (j) of the member's previous question requires amplification. 
Every septic tank latrine attmffied to a mill is provided with a chloriuat- 
iug apparatus and the fortnightly reports received from managers 
state* that the rules in regard to sterilization are being carried out, 
but the investigations by the Inspector of Septic Tanks and other 
officers of the Public Health Department throw grave doubt upon the 
general efficacy of the method of sterilization employed. At the time 
when the reply was drafted, in the opinion of the Inspector, only in 
four instances was sterilization <x>nsidered to be satisfactory. This, 
however, doee no\ mean that the rule was not being wried out, but 

6a 
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that the reaults obtained did not confonn to the standard which the 
department would like to see maintain^. The mill authorities haTe 
stated that they are prepared to put in any modification of chlorinating 
apparatus provided that the Director of Public Health will give them a 
definite assurance that the apparatus chosen will be acceptable, but 
they object to incurring expenditure on apparatus without some assur- 
ance of finality. The difficulty is to lay down a hard and fast rule, 
because a method of sterilization which will give good results in cer- 
tain conditions may not be successful with a different effluent under 
different conditions. As a matter of fact in 30 cases improved chlori- 
nating apparatus has f)een installed at the instance pf the Public 
Health Department and this shews that the question has not been over- 
looked. Experiments have also been undertaken with a view to ascer- 
tain which of the modifications introduced may be counted upon to give 
reliable results. At present it is im|)os8ible to state definitely that 
absolute sterilization can be sec ured by the use of either of the types 
of chlorinator at present employed and it will not be possible to^sc^r- 
tain this 'until further w'ork has ’l)een accomplished. The newly 
appointed Director of the Public Health Laboratory states that he can 
arrange for a bactc^riological (*xamination of 90 effluents a month and 
the Director of Public Health. proi>(>ses to ask him to carry out this 
work with a view to coming to a definite c'.on elusion as to the type of 
chlorinator which should l)e made ‘ standaid for septic tank latrine 
practice. 

(c) Yes. The Commerce Department pnqwse to issue the follow- 
ing rule (which has ht^n published preliminarily) under section 37 of 
the Indian Factories Act, 1911 (XII of J91]), as amended by the Indian 
Factories (Amendment) Act, 1922 (II of 1922) 

“ The Inspector may, at any time, in order to satisfy himself that 
the water 8Ui)plied is fit f?>r drinking, take samjdes for analysis and the 
cost of the analysis shall be borne by the owner of the factory.’' 

{(J) A statement is laid on the Library table. 


Inspector of Septic Tanks. 

91. ^ Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; (a) Will the 
Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to state — ' 

(i) the functions of the Inspector of Septic Tanks, 

(n) bis qualifications, 

(m) the date (rf bis first appointment, 

(iv) the pay on which he was appointed, and 
(r) his present pay? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Inspector of Septic Tanka has not the 
requisite qualifications for examining water and septic tank effluents 
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and tHat this work of examination is done by Assistant or Divisional 
Directors of Public Health instead of by him ? 

Th$ Hoffble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: {a) (i) The 

functions of the Inspector of Septic Tanks are — (n) to visit septic 
tank installations in the mills and factories in and around Calcutta; 
(b) to report as to their efficient working; and (c) to take somides of 
the effluents for chemical examination. 

(u) The qualifications of the present incumlxMit are — (o) jxrssession 
of a first class certificate in mechanical tMigineering granted by the 
British Board of Trade; (b) many years’ practical experience in the 
construction and working of septic tanks; and (r) special exi)erience 
in connection with the conditions in jute mills where septic tanks are 
largely used. 

Mr. Dallas possesses exceptional knowledge and expcuienct' of se|>tic 
tanks and during the many years he has been engaged in the ins|>ection 
of installations of this kind he has devised many <‘X(‘ellent improve- 
ments in their design. 

(nr) The 2nd Ai)ril, 1909. 

(tr) Rs. 200--20-~d00 a month. 

(r) Rs, 675 a month in the grade of Rs. 600 — 25 — 900. 

(b) It i.s a fact that the InsjMvtnr of Septic Tanks d(M‘s not iMissess 
the chemical qualifications of an analyst which would fit him for 
examining eitlier water or septic, tank effluents. It was never con- 
templated that he should do this H<>rt of work. Such work can only 
be carried out in a proptuly (‘(|uipix»d laboratory by sj^H'cially trained 
comiMjtent analysts acTiistomed to laboratory technitjue, whereas the 
work of the In8j)ector is always out of doors and involves constant 
travelling by road and rail. It would lx* imfK>ssihIe for an outd(x>r 
In8i)ect(>r to do laboratory work without neglecting his own s^x^cial 
duties and the Tiuinl>er of septic tanks is now so large that Mr. Dallas' 
time is fully occupied in his legitimate duties. The examination of 
effluent samples collected by Mr. Dallas is done In a staff of trained 
chemiste and bacteriological assistants under the immediate supervi- 
sion of the Director of the Public Health Laboratory who is also Public 
Analyst for Bengal. Assistant or Divisional Directors of Public Health 
do not do this work. They are fully engaged otherwise. 

Inquiry into the queotion iN lapCIo taitiu. 

92. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hou’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Ixx^al Belf-Gov- 
eminent be pleased to state — 

(t) the name, rank, special qualification, and salary of the Public 
Health Department officer |irho was deputed to inquire into 
the question of septic tanks ; 
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(ii) the length of the period he waa bo engaged ; and 

{Hi) the total expenditure incurred for the inquiry? 

(b) Is it a fact that though the voted amount for the inquiry was 
Rfl. 20,000, Rfl. 30,000 has been spent for the purpose? 

(fc) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it has 
been decided not to publish the report of the inquiry? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for non-publication, of the 
report? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister l)e pleased to state whether the 
gentleman who was appointed or deputed to inquire into septic tanks, 
had any special training in chemical, bacteriological and analytical 
work and iK)88e88ed any diploma for such training and knowledge? 

The Hon’bleSirSURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (i) Dr. G. L. 

Batra, m.b., ch.B., d.p.ii., Assistant Director of Public Health. His 
salary was at the rate of Rs, 500 a month for the first year and at the 
rate of Rs. 600 for the remaining i»eriod of the inquiry. 

(ii) 1} years. 

(in) The information cannot now be obtained without considerable 
labour, which would not in the opinion of Government l)e justified. 

(h) In the budget for 1919-20 there was a provision of Rs. 25,000 
and again in the next year Rs. 12,500 on this account or a total of 
Rs. 37,500. 

(r) No. While preimring the re|H)rt the Director of Public Health 
ascertained certain facts which made it necessary for him to examine 
the mortality figures for cholera, dysenterj^ and diarrhoea and the total 
deaths for each town and thana area on the Bhagirathi both above and 
below as well as at the situation of the chief sources of pollution, for 
a period of 30 years. Thia has necessitated an immense amount of extra 
work not anticipated at the time the examination of the river and the 
analysis of the river water and effluents was undertaken. As soon as 
this data is available the Director of 'Public Health hopes to complete 
the report. 

(d) This does not arise. 

(e) Dr. Batra possesses a Diploma on Public Health, which necessi* 
tates special training in chemistry and bacteriology and which qualifies 
him, among other things, tp hold the jwst of a Public Analyst in Great 
Britain. • 

Subways undBr Hownh-BurdwaA ChonI litia. 

S3. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadbr: (a) Will 
the Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to state the result of the inquiry made up to 
date into the question of proper subways under the railway embank- 
ments in Bengal? 
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Xb) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the want of proper 
subways under the Howrah-Burdwan Chord line of the East Indian 
Railway and consequent water-logging since the opening of the line 
have caused suffering to the people of many villages between miles 32 
and 37 of the line ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of instituting 
an inquiry into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (n) In reply 
to Rai Bahadur Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta’s question No. 5, dated 
20th January, 1922, Government stated that it was proix>sed to institute 
an inquiry as to the obstruction to the free flow of water caused by 
railway embankments. Subsecjuently in consultation with the Irriga- 
tion Department it was decided that an inquiry to ascertain the capacity 
of existing waterways through such embankments was 'unnecessary, 
since Government already possess data of this kind. The proposal ftn* 
a survey of the whole question by the Chief Engineer, Public Ifealth 
I)ei>ai'tment, was, therefore, given up and the Director of Public 
Health is now investigating on more general lines the effect of embank- 
ments on the public health. 

So far as the investigations of the Public Health D(‘partment show, 
it d(K*s not apiK^ar to l)e a luck of culverts and waterways under railway 
embankments which cnuses water-logging so much as the interference 
with the natural flow of water which some embankments apj>ear to cause. 
Government accept the view of the Director of Public Health that the 
influence of an embankment on the level of the sub-soil water requires 
further investigations and have reason to l)elieve that it is not in the 
provision of additional culverts and bridges that the remwly for water- 
logging is to be found. The Director of Public Health expects to 
submit a further report on the subject shortly. In the meantime Gov- 
ernment (Irrigation Department) are appointing a cx)mmittee to inquire 
into the causes of the recent floods and their report is exiKicted to 
throw light on the railway embankment question in other parts of the 
province. 

(b) and (c) Government are /advised that in vesti gabion s so flai* 
made by the Director of Public Health do not indicate water-logging 
so far as Howrah-Burdwan Chord line is C5oncenied. An inquiry, how- 
ever, has already been arranged for and is now in progress. 

Cratuitouft medicil help and madioiiw to Covarnmeiit tervanlt. 

94. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the Eon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local S<df-Govemment be 
pleased to state-— 

(t) whether it is a fact that, the ofBcers of the Indian Medical 
Service, in civil employ, and the officers of the Provincial and 
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Subordinate Medical Services do not ^t any fees for attend- 
ing the local officers of other departments as well as the 
members of their families except in exceptional cases; 

(ii) the rules and regulations in full by which such cases are 
governed ; and 

(Hi) whether the deputy magistrates, the munsifs and all other 
civil officers drawing a salary of Rs. 250 a month or over 
get hospital medicine without charge? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing a 
fresh circular expressly defining the position of the medical officers in 
the matter of the use of hospital medicines and free treatment? 

The Hoti’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (i) and (ii) 
Government servants have a long-standing right to*fre<» medical attend- 
ance by Government Medical Officers. A Government *of India notifi- 
cation dated 25th August, 1854, while reaffirming the right of public 
servants, covenanted and uncovenanted, to this privilege, stated that 
Civil Surgeons in the service of the East India Company were entitled 
to remuneration for attendance oii the families of such officers. In 
notification No. 2095, dated the 29th Sepb'mber, 1857, it was stated 
that the fees to be charged for attendance on the families of Govern- 
ment officers should be left to private adjustment. 

In the Government of India’s circular No. 3980-96, dated the 31st 
August, 1869, it was directed that (’ivil Surgeons should attend peuson- 
ally all uncovenanted gazetted officers at a district headquarters, while 
the non-gazetted upper subordinate gradas of Government servants, 
including clerks, were to be entitled to gratuitous attendance by 
Ajwthecaries, Sub-Assistant Surgeons or Hospital Surgeons. Govern- 
ment servants of inferior grade were to receive attention at dispimsaries 
or hospitals. These orde?^ were not intended to apply to Presidency 
towns. A Government of India resolution dated the 16th August, 
1884, while generally maintaining the orders of 1869, substituted a 
salary of Es. 250 and over for the status of a gazetted officer as the 
criterion of an officer’s right to the gratuitous services of the Civil 
Surgeon. A subsequent resolution dated the 25th October, 1884, con- 
solidated the previous orders and authorized the additional concession 
of the free supply of medicines to the clerks of all Government offices. 
On the 27th February, 1885, the Government of India pointed out that 
the resolution of October, 1^84, did not apply to Calcutta. The officers 
of the classes covered by that resolution, viz., Government clerks, are 
^erefore not entitled in Calcutta either to free medical attendance or 
free medicine. 

Briefly the position is as follows : — 

( 1 ) All covenanted officers are under their covenants, whether in 
Calcutta or the mufassal, entitled to free medical attendance, 
when sick. 
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* (2) All other Government officers (gazetted, non-ga*etted and 
ministerial), under the orders cited above, are entitled to 
free medical attendance, with this further distinction, vii., 
officers with salaries of Its, 2bU i)er mensem or more — 
whether gazetted or not — aie entitle<l to meilical attendance 
by the Civil Surgeon, while officers On smaller salaries ai^e 
entitled to free medical attendance l>y Assistant and Sub- 
Assistant Surgeons. 

In Calcutta, however, it is only gazetted officers wlu> are entitled 
to free medical attendance by meilical officers of Civil 
Surgeon’s rank (termed Presidency SurgiH)ns). Non- 
gazetted officers are not entitled to free medical attendance 
at all in Calcutta. 

(3) The families of (’liaplains and Assistant Chaplains are entitled 
to free attendance, ns though these officers were employed 
on military duties. The families of other civil oilic'crs have 
not this privilege. 

(in) Yes. 

(h) The existing orders are well known and Government do not 
projwse to issue such a circular. 

0r. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Depiirtmeni of Local Self-Government Im* pleiisesl to 
say what is meant by the phrase “ private adjustment ” which occuis 
in his reply to my question No. 94 ? 

The HorPble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: I think the 
phrase is very clear. “ Private adjustment ” means private adjustment, 
t.c., an adjustment l)etween the imrties concerned. I do not think it 
is necessary to explain a statement which is so i)al[)eble and clear. 


Grafito-irvaid to Edward Collego, Pabna. 

95. SHAH SYED EMDAOUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(i) the amount of grant-in-aid (7) non-recurring, and (2) recur- 
ring to Edward College, Pabna ; and 

(n) the condition on which such grants are made? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether there 
is any proposal to raise the said college to the B.A. and B.Sc. standards? 
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((j) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government contemplate making any grant to Edward CJollege, Pabna, 
if the said institution be raised to the B.A. or B.Sc. standard? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be also pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(i) the number of students on the roll of this institution each year 
during the last three years ; and 

(it) the names and qualifications of the members of the Govern- 
ing Body of the College and the period for which each of them 
is serving on the said body ? 

The Hoil’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) (i) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(ii) A copy of the grant-in-aid rules to colleges is laid on the 
Library table. 

(h) The E(lu(;ation Dejmrtment has received no proposal to this 
effect. 

(c) The question has not arisen. 

((]) (i) A statement is laid on the table. 

(??) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the rejdt/ to clause (a)(i) of unstarred question 
No, 95, showing the amount of grants to Edward College, Pabna. 


Taor, 

Recurrftg 

grant. 

i 

V NOH-RtOOBRINa. 

Remarks. 

Prorioclal 

B«Teaue«. 

Out of 

R«. 1.19,000. 

] 

K«. 

Rs. 

Ra. 


1914-16 ... 

6,000 

60,000 

3,000 

For chemical apparatus. 

1915-16 

6,000 

... 

... 


1916-17 ... 

6,000 

... 



1917-118 ... 

6,000 

... 

... 


1918-19 .... 

6,000 

... 

... 


1919-20 ... 

6,000 

... 

4,000 

For library and labora- 





tory. 

1920-21 ... 

6,000 

... 

6,000 

For laboratory equipment. 

1921-22 ... 

8,260* 

... i 

8,000 

For laboratory. 

Total ... 

60,260 

1 50,000 i 

20,000 







1 

70,000 1 
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Stalement referred to in the reply to clause (d) (i) of unstarred question 
No, 9S, showing the number of students on the roll of Edward 
CollegOy Pabna, during each of the last three years. 

On 31flt March, 1922 — 299. 

On 3l8t March, 1921-4320. 

On 3l8t March, 1920—291. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (d) (ii) of unstarred 
question No. .showing the constitution of the Governing Body 
of Edward College^ Pabna. on 31st March , 1922. 

(1) Rai R. M. Das Bahadur, m.a., District Magistrate, President, 

ex-officio. Appointed — 26ih July, 1921. 

(2) Babu Radhica Nath Bose, Princiiwl, Secretary, e.T-offcio. 

Appointed — January, 1920. 

(3) Babu Benoy Kumar Roy, in.., f'hairman, Pabna Muui(*ijxility, 

ex-officno. Api)ointed — .January, 1920. 

(4) Rai Sahib Dr. Satish Chandra Bavsu, (hvil Surgeon. Ap|>ointed 

by Government — iTanuary, 1920. 

(5) Rai Sahib Nritya Gopal (3iaki, Pleader. Appointed by Gov- 

ernment — January, 1920. 

(6) Babu Ranajit Chandra Lahari, m.a., b.l.. Pleader. Appointed 

by Government^ — .January, 1920. 

(7) Rai Dina Nath Biswas Bahadur, b.l. Elected by donors and 

subscribers — January, 1920. 

(8) Babu Radhica Bhuaan Ray, Zamindar. Nominated by Rai 

Kshitis Bhusan Ray Bahadur, eldest son of the late Rai 
Banamali Ray Bahadur — January, 1920. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasirauddin Ahmed, b.l., Pleader. 

Elected by the retiring Governing Body — January, 191^0. 

(10) Babu Jogendra Nath Mitra, Zamindar. Elected by the retiring 

Governing Body — .January, 1920. 

(11) Babu Banwari Lai Bose, ii.a., Professor. Elected by the 

staff— January, 1920. 

(12) Babu Makhan Lai Chakrabartti, m.sc., Professor. Elected by 

the staff — 4th July, 1921. 


Silt Of tli0 Jtil Mifiiiil to the 

SS. SHAH SYED EMDADUL,HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 



80 QUESTIONS. [24th Jak. 

state whether he is aware thatthe Jail Manual is not available for sale 
to the gfoneral public? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons 
for this? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of making the 
Jail Manual available to the general public at a reasonable price? 

The Hcm’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) and (c) No. The 

Manual in the form of the Jail (k>de is available for sale at the Secretariat 
Book Depot. 

(h) The question does not arise. 

Firearms in the Pabna distriot. 

97. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state in a 
tabular form the total number of firearms in the Pabna distnct under 
the different descriptions as — 

(i) rifles, 

(n) revolvers, and 

(m) shot guns, 

[Kwsessed by different classes of j)e()ple of the district such as persons 
exempted and unexempted und(‘r the former Arms Act for the yeais 
from 1915 to 1921? 

(h) Will the llon’ble the MeniW be pleased to state — 

(/) the total number of licenses for different kinds of fiieaims 
taken out under the present Arms Act ; and 

(n) the total number* of firearms possessed by persons exempted 

from the provisions of the present Arms Act? 

TIM HOfl’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) The following state- 
ment gives the total number of licensed firearms for the years 1915 to 
1921 

1915 — Rifles 2; revolvers 15; shot guns 730. 

1916 — Rifles 2 ; revolvers 13; shot guns 736. 

1917 — Rifles 2; revolvers 10; shot guns 725. 

1918 — Rifles 2 ; revolvers 11 ; shot guns 751. 

1919 — Rifles 2; revolvers 9 ; shot guns 719. 

1920 — Rifles 19; revolvers 14; shot guns 751. 

1921 — ^Rifles 18; revolvers 14; shot guns 753. 

Statistics relating to various classes of the population and for all 
exempted persons are not on record. 
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(b) (i) The number of licenses issued under the Arms Act in 1921* 
was 787. 

(it) P'igures for all exempted persons are not available. 


Honoraria to officials ituring His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales* 
visit to Caloiitta. 

98. SHAH 8YED EMDAOUL HAQ: (./) Will the Hon hie the 

Member in cliaif^ of the Pc^litieal Dt^purtmeiit l>e pleus^nl to state whether 
any honoraria were p^iven to officials entrusted with the arraiip^ements 
in connection with the visit of His Royal Highness the Priiue of Wales 
to Calcutta ? 

(b) If the answer to p/) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a statement showirjg — 

(i) the llamas of the iiersons with the amount of honorarium paid 

to each; and 

(ii) the total amount |)aid as honoraria? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Yes 

(b) (?) Mr. D. Gladding, i.c.s., Rs. 500. 

Mr. Percy Brown, Principal, Government School of Art, (Vilcutta, 
Rs. 1,600. 

(ii) Rs. 2,000. 


Silting up of canals and waterways in Pabna district, 

99. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (o) Is the Hon'ble the Mem- 
her in charge of the Dejiartment of Irrigation aware that the canals and 
the other waterways in the district of Pabna are lieing silted up and 
that this is causing inconvenience to the expansion of trade and com- 
merce ? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what 
steps, if any, are being taken in the matter? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (o) Government understand that some of the waterways 
in Pabna district are silting up, but has no detailed information. 

(h) Government do not contemplate taking any steps in the matter 
at present. 



i2 


QUESTIONS. [24 rp Jim. 

Reduoliofi of til# area of Sujanagar polioi-itatioii. 


100. SHAH SYIO EMOADUL HAQ; (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact — 

(i) that the police-station of Sujanagar in the Sadar subdivision of 
the Pabna district is comparatively speaking large and that 
experience has shown it to be difficult to manage it effec- 
tively owing to its size ; and 

(ii) that the Khalilpur-Pragpur dacoity case in the year 1915-16 
and the Khalilpur shooting inoidentj in August last took 
place within this police-station? 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of opening 
at an early date a police-station or outpost at Nazirganj, a place of trade 
and of some importance near Khalilpur and other notorious villages? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) (i) and (ii) Yes. 

(h) The question of reducing the area of Sujanagar police-station 
by opening a new police-station has been under the cx>n si deration of the 
Inspector-General of Police for some time, but for financial reasons no 
proposal has been submitted. 

Additional offloers of the Finance Department. 

101. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state — 

(?) whether it is a fact that the services of four additional hands 
have recently been placed under the disposal of the Finance 
Department ift addition to the Secretary, Deputy Secretary, 
and Under-Secretary employed in that dejmrtment ; 

(ii) whether it is a fact that two of these officers are members of 
the Indian Civil Service, one of the Indian Educational 
Service and the fourth of the Indian Police Service; and 

(Hi) what are the special duties for which these additional officers 
have been placed under the Finance Deportment? 

(6) Will these additional officers receive any deputation allowance 
while iu the Finance Department? 

(r) If so, what is the amount that will be paid as such allowance 
to each of them during their period of deputation in that department? 

Ttl« HoiPble Mr. «l. DONALD; (a) (i) and (u) Yes. 

* (Hi) One of the Indian Civil Service officers has been appointed in 
connection with the Bengal Retrenchment Committee and the other in 
connection with the framing of Financial Rules, The Indian Educational 
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Service (^cer has been appointed to the post of Labour Intelligence 
Officer whose duty is to deal with all labour matters. The fourth 
officer who is a member of the Indian Police Service has been placed on 
special duty in connection with the working of the Bengal Amusements 
Tax Act, 1922. 

(h) and (r) Deputation allowance has been abolished by the Funda- 
mental Rules. These officers are drawing the pay sanctioned for these 
temporary posts. 

Payment of pensions through poet offtoee. 

10S. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Dejiartment of Finance be pleased to state — 

(i) what has been the result of introducing arrangements for the 
payment of pensions through the post offices as an exjvri- 
mental measure; and 

(it) whether the system has been further extended since its intro- 
duction as an experimental measure? 

The Hon’Me Mr. J. DONALD: (t) Pensioners generally have 
evinced no keen desire to take advantage of the system; but where 
adopted it has worked with advantage, in j>articular to the very old and 
the infirm. 

(u) The experiment has l)een extended for a further period of two 
years. 


Appointment of probationers in the Judioiol Deportment. 

103. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Eon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state what 
effect, if any, has been given to the scheme for appointing probationers 
in the Judicial Department? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) The matter is under con- 
sideration and has l)een held in abeyance pending the receipt of the 
Retrenchment Committee’s Repiort. 


Invostmont of pourors of union oourts to tho union boordi of tho 
Tipparo Sador subdivision. 

184. SHAH SYEb EMDADUL HAQ: (a) With reference to the 
answer given to my unstarred question No. 106 (c) on the 23rd August, 
1922, will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Depart- 
ment be pleased to state the reasons why it was not considered advisable 
to invest the union boards of the Sadar subdivision of the Tippera 
district with the powers of union courts? 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons for 
which the powers of union courts were conferred on tbe union boards 
of the Brahmanbaria subdivision P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of the notification issued by the Commissioner of the Chittagong 
division regarding the investment of the union boards with union court 
powers ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) The local officers considered 
it prejnature to establish union courts in the union board areas of the 
Sadar subdivision and the (^hundpur sulxlivision until some further 
experience of the working of union benches throughout the district and 
of union courts in Brahmanbaria subdivision was gained. 

(/>) A l>eginnirjg had to be miwle somewhere and as union benches 
were first established in Brahmanbaria subdivision, union courts were 
also first established there. 

(c) No notification was issued by the Commissioner. Copies of 
(lovernment notifications No. 15141., dated the 2nd May, 1921, and 
No. 2649J., dated the 29th June, 1921, are laid on the table. 

Notifications referred to in the reply to clause (c) of unstarred 
question No. 104. 

No. 1614J. — The 2nd May, 1921. — In exercise of the power conferred 
by section 7d of the Berigal Village Self-Government Act, 1919 (Bengal 
Act V of 1919), the Governor in Council is pleased to appoint the follow- 
ing members of the Union Boards mentioned below, during their term 
of office as such meml)ers, to be Union Courts, within the jurisdiction 
of the Union Boards of which they are, resi)ectively, members, for the 
puri>oses of that section 

Names of the members of Union Boards to constitute Union Courts 
in the Brahmanbaria subdivision of the Tippera district. 

Nasirnagar Union Board. — Balm Suresh Chandra Bhadra; Babu 
Jatindra Mohan Roy; and Munshi Miajaddin Chaudhury. 

Sarail XTnion Board. — Dr, Mahendra Chandra Nandy; Babu Sivdas 
Nandy; and Babu Jyotirindra Kishore Chakraborty. 

Kasba Union Board. — Babu Suresh Chandra Chakraborty; Babu 
Urasanna Kumar Gupta; and Maulvi Akram Ali Khan. 

Nnbinagar Union Board. — Babu Radha Charan Roy; Babu Bhuban 
Mohan Bhattacharjee; and Maulvi Abdus Sobhan. 

Rasulabad Union Board. — Babu Bhuban Mohan Roy; Babu Ananda 
Kishore Naha; and Munshi Abdul Kader. 

Eerata. 

No. 2549J. — The 29th June, 1921. — In the list of names of union 
boards appended respectively to notifications Nos. 1614J. and 1515J., 
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dated the 2nd May, 1921, published in jxiges 712-13, Part I of the 
Calcutta Gazette of the 4th idem, 

For Sarail ” read “ Kalikucha ” and Jot " Itasulabad ” read 
“ Shyamagram.’^ 


N. B. Gitpta, 

Secretary to the (Tt)rernin(^t of Ifeiiyol 


Consumption of liquor and revenue derived therefrom in the distriots 
of Pabna and Tippera. 

105. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ : Will tin* non’ble thr Minister 
in cliarge tin* Department of Agrieulture and Indiistires Ik* pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing for the districts of Pabna and 
Tip|iera — 

(?) the (jiiantity of licpior, both foreign and coiiTitry, that was con- 
sumed for pur]H)ses other than medi<*al, (‘ach yeai' during 
the last three years; 

(??) what amount of revenue was derived each year during the last 
three years by the (iovernm<‘nt from customs and excise 
duties on licpior ; and 

(???) what steps, if any, ha^<* be(‘n, or an* being, tak(*n to put a stop 
to the consumption of the said ii(jU(»rs for ]nir|K>8(*s otlior than 
medical y 

The Hon’bie the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (?) and (??) 'Die labour involved in obtaining the 
iiiformation is incommenMiiate wdth its value. 

(???) The (Tovernment have not thought tit to ])rohibii the coiiaumf'- 
tion of e^clsable li(|Uors, but bv the intriKluction of the Jhuigal Fixed- 
fee System, increasing the prices, curtailing the hours of sale and other 
measures, the consumption is being controlled as fur as twwsible. 


Cost of settlement buildings in Pabna-Bogra distriots. 

106. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Iloirble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state separately the actual sura spent for erecting — 

(?) the Settlement office buildings, 

(ti) the press shed, 

(Hi) the Settlement Officer’s quarters, and 
(h) the imon(i’ quarters, 
at Sirajganj f 
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(b) Is the Hon^ble the Member in a position to say how these build- 
ings at Sirajganj will be disposed of at the close of the settlement 
operations of the Pabna-Bogra districts? 

the Hofi’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BUROWAN: (a) l^articulars al>out the actual cost are not available. 
The revised estimates of cost of the buildings, however, amount to — 
(7) Rs. ;i2,241; (li) Rs. 21,300; {tu) Rs. 42,168 (including 
Rs. 5,168 for land) ; (iv) Nil. 

(h) It is at i)resent proiwsed that the Settlement office buildings, 
press shed and Settlement Officer’s (piarters will, after the close of the 
Oiix'rations, be used as the office of the Suhdi visional Officer, constables* 
quarters and Subdivisional Offi(‘er’s residence, Tes]X*ctively. The pre- 
sent residence of the SuImH visional Officer will then be cx)n verted into 
a circuit house and his existing office will Ih^ used for storing settle- 
ment records. 


Appliances for saline injection in cholera cases. 

107. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether all the charftable dispensaries in the district of 
Pabna and other mufassal disinuisaries in Bengal have the necessary 
ni>pliaiiceH for administering saline injections in cholera cases? 

(b) If not, what system of treatment is followed in cholera cases 
in the dispensaries wanting those appliances? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) All local 
fund and Sadar hospitafs in Pabna and most disi)ensaries in other 
districts have these appliances. 

(5) A reference is invited to a i;eply given on the 4th July, 1921, 
to a precisely similar question asked by Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray 
Chaudhuri. 


Inoreose in drunkenness. 

108. * SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; Will the Hon ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state whether he is aware that there has been a steady increase in 
drunkenness in the district of Pabna and in other districts of Bengal 
during the last five years ? 

The Hon’ble the Naweb 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The answer is in the negative. 
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Cawnmeni Bill- 

The CaKMitta Munioipid Bill, 1921. 


The Hofi’Me Sir 8URENORA NATH BANERJEA: 1 heg to 

present the Report of the Select rommittee on the Calcutta AIuuicij)al 
Bill, In doing so, I feel it my duty, on l>ehulf of the Select 

Committee, over which 1 hud the honour to preside, to associate myself 
with the remarks which fell from the chair regarding the late Rni Kadlia 
Charan Pal Bahadur. Sir, he was our colleague in the Sele(‘t C(mi- 
mittee and a most valuable (‘olleague. We had 4!i meetings of the 
Select Committee and the Kai Bahadur attended 41 of these meetings; 
and only a few hours before his death we had the opportunity of his 
assistance in the committee room, dlM*ussing intricate .(juestinns affect- 
ing the admi^iistrative sections of the Municipal Bill. II is ripe exiieii- 
ence, his thorough and masterly grasp of munici|>al issues rendeied his 
seq-vices of the greatest benefit to us. To me, Sir, it is a matter of 
melancholy satisfaction to b«* iK*rmitled to pay tins (libute to his 
honoured niemory. 


I have no desire to enter into the details of th(‘ Bill whii h has Iw^eii 
laid on the table, but there are two jxiints to which I would like 
to I'all attention. The Select (kunmittee have removed tin* sex di«- 
(juabficat ion and have conferred the fiamdiise on women, thus plac- 
ing the munici])al (‘nacinient of (’alcutta, if indeed it is accepted by 
this CouiKil (A voice: “ It will be”) on the same footing with tlie 
municipal law ot the United Piovinces and of Bombay. I'urtber, the 
Select Coniiiiittee have leconiinendcd an extension of the boimdaiies of 
municipal Calcutta; they have recommendeil the inclusion, within the 
limits of Calcutta, of the Manicktolla municipality, of jxutions of tie* 
Tollygunge municijiality, and also of the new dock area, subject to 
certain statutors obligations set loith in the Bill. 


It was in the year 1S8S that the first step was taken to extend the 
boundaries of Cabufta and now after *15 years we pro[K)He that the 
boundaries of (’ulcutta slioukl undergo a further extension, coupled with 
a democratic constitution which, I venture to think, is more advanced 
than anv which had ever lieen recommended for the government of this 
great city, I do not desire to detain the Council for any length ot 
time. It is unnecessary at this stage to enter into the details of the 
Bill which will he considered when the provisions of the Bill come up 
for discussion in connection with the various amendments that are 
likely to be moved. 


With these few words, I beg tQ present the report of the Releet 
Comniittee. 


fTi 
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Resolution 

(on matters of general public interest). 

The British Empire Exhibition, 1924. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: 1 move that this (Council recommeiids to the Govern- 
ment that the j)roviTu,o of Bengal should partu ipate in the British 
Empire Exhihilion of 1024, and that, with a view to this participation, 
stejifl be taken to organize a preliminary exhibition in Calcutta in the 
CO hi weather of I02d. 

It is with some diflidence that I rise to move the resolution that 
the Council recommends to the Government that Bengal ^ould partici- 
jnite in the British Empire Exhihitioii, and that with aJview to this 
participation an Exhibition should be arranged in ('ulcutVa during the 
cold weather. 1 say it is with some diHidence that 1 ri8e\ecause the 
resolution is one which will undoubtedly involve this Government in 
exi)enditure, and the financial position is too well known for me to 
describe it again to the Coumdl. Yet this is the very reason why we 
have now brought forward this resolution for tin' formal aj)}>roval of 
the CouiKul, and 1 trust that, in the course ol tlu' debate, it will api>ear 
that even in spite of the financial jKKsition, it is desirable, nay, it is 
essential, that Bengal should ])articipate in the British Emjdre Exhibi- 
tion. It is true that the (kuuicil has already — though not exactly after 
a formal discussion such as 1 have now initiated — agreed to ])articipate 
in the British Eni]>ire Exhibition, for in the budget of the current year 
a provision of Us. 2r),0{H^ was made on that account. 1 may here }x)int 
out that the amendment of which notice has been given seems to be 
somewhat unusual in view of the allocation of funds by the ('ouncil 
already for this purjiose, but I welcome the amendmet as leading to a 
discussion which may result in the explanation of tJie whole situation 
and the removal of misunderstanding. 

Klimar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAYn I rise to a point of older. 
The amendment is not before the House, so can it be discussed now? 

Mr. PRE8ID1NT ; You w’ill be able to disemss the amendment later 
on, Nawab Sahib. 

The Hon’ble the Nowrab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: I am not discussing the amendment. 

It is nearly 40 years since there was such an Exhibition as this and 
the present proposal was first made in 1913. The war made progress 
witb the proposal imi^ssible, and after the war it was decided to hold 



1923 .] 


BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION. 


89 


the Exhibition in 1921, but in deference to the opinion of India and 
the Dominions the date was postj>one<i to 1923, and in further defer- 
ence to India’s representations it was again {X)st|)oned to 1924. The 
British Parliament and the ])ublic have subserilwd to a guarantee fund 
for this Kxliihition amounting to nearly a million and a quarter juiunds 
sterling. The object <>t this guarantee fund is to prtneut all |)ossibility 
of loss to the jmrticipanls in the Exhibition, but it is confidently hoinnl 
that, so far from ivsnlting in a loss, the Exhibition will pnaluce a 
profit and this juofit will lie divided amongst the jiarticijiants in projjor- 
tion to the sjiace which their exhibits occupy. This Kxliihition is not 
merely a great industrial fair at which the achievements uml the jKissi- 
liilities of the Biitish Kmpiie will he on show. It is also an Isxhihition 
of aits and seiemes, and. in particular there is a medical .side which 
Hjiecially deals with tn.pi'al diseases. As an educative influence this 
E.xhihilion will he iitii(|uc foi the (dtizciis of the Empire. 

It is (•alculal(*d tl:al v\ tlic six months during which the Kxhihilion 
remains open, 40 million ]H‘oj»le will visit it, or about a (juarler of a 
million of ih'o])Ic daily. I’laclically every u<lult in Kngland wln^ has 
a vote will at one time or oilier s(‘e this Exhibition, and for us in India, 
who ho])(‘ to sc(* llu' Rcloims d(*\clo[K*d as rapidly as |K)sMil)le, no 
opjKirtuiuty oi' cdiOMfiMg those who elect the British Parliannuit in 
Mfiglaiid shoiihl he o\ erlo<»k<*d. 

In Eehniar> oi last vear in tin* Legislative Assembly (lov(U'nment 
introduced a resolution .similar to that, wdiieh I am intiodueing to-day. 
The dehate (Ui that resolution was adjourned until March, ami then with 
tlie lull knowledge of I lie deficit in the budget the Legi.slative Assembly 
uiianinioiislv, as J.read the report of the ])roe<*edings, agreiul to paiti- 
cipate in the Kxliihition at a cost estiniateil at i‘l (>7,000. or about 
Rs. 25,00.000. Th(‘ piovinee of Burma separately diujided to take a 
separate section in the Exhibition. I may inform the (^iiincil that it 
was the elmiueiice of the representatives of Bengal in the debate in the 
Legislative Assemblv tliat eontrihuteil most to the unaffimous de(dsion 
which the Legislative Assembly took. The Hon’hle Sir Deha Prosad 
Sarbadhikari, the Hoirhh* Mr, Ahul Kasein, and the llon’hle Mr. Bradley 
three typical re]>resentative« of this provincie — wpoke whole- 
heartedly in favour of the resolution, and the Hon’ble Mr. Ranga- 
chariar of Madras, who liad been the sole o]>ponent of the resolution, 
on hearing these representatives of Bengal, proclaimed his conversion 
and voted for the resolution. It seems to me, therefore, that Bengal 
is morally bound by the action of its representatives to particijxite. 

The proposal is that India should have one great building which 
will cost £113,900 to build, and within this the different provinces 
should have different sections. In |yursuance of the resolution of the 
Legislative Assembly a Commissioner was appointed — Dewan Bahadur 
Vijayraghavachariar — to proceed to England and make arrangements 
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at that end, and after three monthg there he has returned to India to 
organize preliminaries here. He has brought back the news that the 
finest site in whole of the Exhibition has been reserved for India. He 
has yisited all the provinces since hi^ return and has been twice to 
Bengal. 

Five other provinces excluding Burma have decided to participate 
in this Exhibition. Madras has agreed to an expenditure of three lakhs, 
the Punjab of five lakhs, ihe United Provinces of nearly four lakhs, 
Bombay of two lakhs, and Bihar and Orissa of nearly a lakh and a half. 
The (kiminissioner advises us that If Bengal has to participate it will 
require 12,500 square feet of space involving an expenditure of three 
lakhs of rujiees. In view of the taint approval of the Council to 
jmrticijiate in the Exhibition vvhen they voted Rs. 25,000 as prelimi- 
nary exjHMiditure last year, we might j)eiha]>s have committed ourselves 
on behalf of Bengal, but when such a large exjienditure was in ques- 
tion it apiwared to me very desirable to consult the ('/ouncil fonually 
and take its formal approval. 

Althougli 1 have said that the exjienditure will approximate to 
three lakhs, 1 must qualify the statement. The expiuiditure will b© 
spread probably over three years, and during those three years Hiere will 
be — there will certainly be — recoveries. I'he (^unmissioner who esti- 
mates our exjxuiditure at three lakhs estimates our recoveries at a 
minimum figure of a lakh and a halt, and he suggests that they will 
be considerably more. The system is that a i)art ot the space taken by 
the Government of India will be sublet to the provinces, and the pro- 
vinces will pay rent at 15 shillings per sijuaie toot for the area occupied. 
The provinces in theii turn will be able to sublet a part of their space 
to private exhibitors, ami the rate of rent laid down for private exhibi- 
tors is 22 shillings and ^ixj>ence |)er s(|uare foot. It is obvious that 
a great commercial province like Bengal will derive much more income 
from subletting its space to private exhibitors than some of the less 
fortunate prot'inces which have alreAdy agreed to participate. At the 
same time Government must retain a certain amount of space for Gov- 
ernment exhibits of the numerous arts and crafts of this province which, 
on their own, would be unable to jmrticipate in the Exhibition. 
Government will purchase their exhibits when they are approved of, 
and, in its turn, exhibit them in London wuth all possible information 
about them. Eventually these exhibits will be sold and our recoveries 
will be increased by the price obtained for them. A further source of 
recovery appears in the probable profit of the British Empire Exhibi- 
tion. This profit will be divided amongst the participants, and the 
Government of India has agreed to divide its share of the profits 
amongst the provinces which |>articipate. Further, it is proposed, as 
a preliminary to the Exhibition, to hold an exhibition in Calcutta next 
cold weather, and I am advised that such an exhibition will partially 
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recover its own expenses, if indeed it does not make a profit. If it 
makes a profit, this too will go to reducing the hiirden which 1 am 
asking the Council to take ujxm itself now. 

Thus I have shown that our actual exiienditure will be very greatly 
reduced by the rec'oveiies and I am of opinion that the net ex|)enditure 
in which we may be ultimately involved will be money well sjient in 
advertising our proiliicts and in increasing the exjioit tnide of this 
country. Fuither, we shall have much to learn about processes and 
methods from this Kxhiiiition. 1 have little doubt that the result of 
this Exhibition will be a eonsideiable increase in the trade of Bengal, 
and esptHially in the exjioit tra<le, and in this belief I eonfi<lently recom- 
mend the exi>endituTe to the ('oumdl. 

I have already said that considering the obligations which the 
Government of India has taken ujv>n itself, largely oji the advice* of 
the Bengal repr(*sentativ(‘N in tin* lj(‘gislative Assiunhly, viv, in Bengal, 
are morally bound to take oui share as anticipated hy the Goviunmeiit 
of India. Einall\ , it ap]>cais to me that from the political point of 
view it is es.seiitial that Bengal with its gieat capital second onlv to 
liOiidon In the Enipiie foi its commerce, tiadt‘, and indiistiies should ho 
repr(‘S(‘nted at tin* Exhibition. I, thendoK*. projiosi* this n^sidution 
and 1 tiust that the ain(*ndincnt of which notice has b(‘en giviui will Ik* 
withdrawn and the (Vmncil will follow the lead giviui not only by the 
great Dominions of Canada, v\ustralia, Neu Zealand, and Newfound- 
land and all the othei paits of the Kmpin*, but by tbe Government of 
India and the other six provinces of India which have agreed to 
particiiKile. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I move by way of amendment, 
that the following proviso be addeil at the end. nanudy : — 

“ provided that the British Empire Exhibition autliorifies j>Hy all 
C 4 >sis in connection wdtli the exhibits sent from Bengal.” 

My first iminilse on g’ctting notice of this n*solution was to follow 
the example of the (Vvlon I/egislative Council and o]>fio«e the motion 
outright, at any rate the first half of it, hut, Sir, a long two years' 
experience in this Council lias miwle me a sadder and a wiser man, and 
I know how difficult it is to carry a measure against any Government 
member; I have, therefore, decided to follow the line of least resistane^ 
and to make sure that the Coum il may not 1 h* asked to fiav any anunint 
for participating in an Exhibition which will hardly be of any lienefit 
to the province of Bengal. We have been told by the Hon’ hie the 
Minister that we are morally Ixmnd to support this resolution. I do 
not understand how. Is it because three members hailing from Bengal 
on their own personal responsibility, supported a similar motion at 
the Imperial Ijegislative Assembly That does not and cannot bind 
this Council. We have seen many measures passed in the Imperial 
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Le^fislutive Assembly without the connivance of this Council; does that 
bind this Council? Did those three members take the opinion of the 
Bengal Council before voting for that resolution? This argument is 
absyrd, on the fac>e of it. Another argument has been put forward, 
that by voting Rs. 25,000 in the current year’s budget, this Council 
has become morally Inmnd to 8upi)ort the Exhibition. Well, Sir, I 
cannot understand this argument at all. If I remember aright, in my 
absence, and on my behalf, my friend Mr. Surendra Nath Mallik 
opposed the grant of that Rs. 25,000 on the ground that the Exhibition 
had been postjioned for another year, and that, therefore, the "money 
was not needed this year. Of course, this Council did not know then, 
as it does to-day, that it was going to cost, not Rs. 25,000 but nearly 
thr(H> lakhs of rupees; the merits of the case were not discussed at all 
and Mr. Mallik withdrew liis opix)sition ; therefore, the Council is not 
bound to sui>port it. As the Inii)erial Government has taken the res- 
I>onsibility of particijwiting in this Exhibition, 1 think, it being an 
lmp(^rial matter, the provincial Government should not lie asketbto pay 
anything towards the cost. In these days of j)rovincial retrenchment, 
when the fate of many an officer is hanging in tlie balance, there is hardly 
any reason why we, the ix)or tax-}niyers of Bengal, should lie asked 
to pay this exorbitant sum, though it may liel]) one or two higher 
officers to go to England at Government (*ost. 

To come now to the merits of the case itself, the Hon’ble the 
Minister has shown us how' vehemently he can ])lead for the develo[>- 
ment of the industries of Bengal. 1 fully appreciate his inordinate 
love for our industries, but I do hojK^ he will pardon me if I remind him 
that the history of the jmst industrial relationship between India and 
Great Britain and the present economic jHisition of the two countries 
do not inspire us wdth much confidence in the utility of this Exhibition. 
What is this present economic jwsition? In one short but significant 
sentence, it is this — wdiereas in India 90 per cent, of the jieople are 
rural and 72 per cent, depend on agriculture; in England and Wales 
90 per cent, of the people are urban and have to depend on industrial 
pursuits. Tliese 90 per cent, of the British people cannot look with 
equanimity on any possible reduction of their field of industrial acti- 
vities. Business is business, and England cannot afford to lose any 
markets for her finished goods. No amount of sentiment, no amount 
of apical in the name of any glorious empire will induce anybody to 
adopt a suicidal policy. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the member is travelling a little wide of 
the subject-matter ; he should confine himself to the question before the 
House. At the prcvsent moment he is trying to convince the House of 
the undesirability of participating in this Exhibition. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: My line of argument is that we 
should not, pay anything, because it is undesirable and unprofitable for 
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us to participate in thLs Exhibition. The (jiiestion of unemployment is 
as serious in England as in lndia» for with their own kith and kin starv- 
ing for want of emjdoynient, the English jK^ople would be fools to give 
us on opportunity of develoinng our industries, if they could utilize their 
own capital and scientific training, to utilize our raw materials 
for the development of English industries. In the January num- 
ber of the Nineteenth Century Lord Ronaldshay has written 
a very able and outs{H)ken article called “ Why we should concentmte 
on the Empire.” A [)erusal of that article (hn^s not Iwive any doubt 
as to what the former Governor of Bengal means by concentrating ori*^ 
the Empire. It is nothing but a s|HHial j)h*a(ling for utilizing British 
cai)ital, British brains, and British enterprise for the exploitation of 
the raw materials of India. This ideal may l)e necessary for England 
but it will not l)e for the iKMiefit (rf the develojmieni of our industries. 
Is it to our advantage to In^ar the (a>st of exjMuling our raw materials 
and then bringing them back again in the shap<* of finished pnwiuctsP 
Should we not rather try to utilize them with Indian capital and Imlian 
enterprise? Therefore, I think I have be(‘n able to (‘onvince the liouse 
that the exhibition of our raw materials in England will not benefit 
this country at all. 

To come now to the commercial finished jModucts of Btoigal ; th(*se 
are oil, jKifM'r, skins, silk, sugar, ami jK>tter\, In oil, paiN‘r, sugar, and 
jiotterv we cannot iiund our own (hMiiands; we have* yet to import a vast 
((uantity of these. Under th(‘ circumNlances, is it profiiahle to incur 
the exjiense of exhibiting them in London to find a market? Thim, 
let us take silk. There is a lurking suspicion in the minds of soint) 
UMunbers of this (’ouncil that by sending our silk (*xhihits to this 
Exhibition, we might find a ready market in England for Bengal silk 
\\1ii(‘h would Im*! beneficial for the develofmient of the silk industry of 
Bengal. Even a cursory glance at the history of the Bengal silk indus- 
try will convince this Council that this is a hoixdess dream. 

Tlie Imperial Gazetteer of India says that in olden times India used 
to exjKJii a large (juantity of silk, but when sericulture Is'came part of 
the agriculture of France and Italy, a (pjality of silk was j>r(Mlu(;ed, 
entirely different from that of India and Turkey, and its ap{»earance 
created a new demand and organized new' markets. All Hul)se{|uent 
ojierations seem to have establi.shwl the Indief that the plains of Imlia, or 
at all events of Bengal, are never likely to produce silk that could 
com|>ete with this new industry. What has lK*en the i»ractical result ? 
As mentioned in the Gazetteer : ** The exjKirts of manufactured silk has 
shown a serious decline. ... in both raw silk and silk manufac- 
tures, India now receives far more than she gives.” Then again: 
” Thus not only is she failing to produce silk gcnnls suitable for the 
demand of other countries, but she is opening her own markets to a 
foreign competition that must tell disastrously on the local handloom 
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workers.” If this is not conclusive evidence that we may derive no 
benefit in particiiniting in this Exhibition, I do not know what is. 

Then there remain works of art like ivory and shell, and chikan 
work. I seriously ask the Ilon’ble the Minister, whether he really 
believes that we will find such ample market for these works of art and 
curios in the British Empire, as would justify an expenditure of 3 lakhs 
of rupees? If there is a market for these, why do not the private 
Eurc>i>t?an merchants take up this business? If we send all these 
fkiished .pivalucts of Bengal to England, what will be the result? We 
^are already getting imitation khaddar troin England, and the result 
will be that we may get back imitation Berhampore silk and other 
cheap imitations from England. When we have to go to Birmingham 
to get the small brass idols for our daily worship, is it conceivable that 
we can find a market for our finished goods in a country which is anxious 
for her own industrial develojmient and where industry is the very 
existence of its life? What market can we expect for our raw materials 
or our commercial juoducts in the other parts of the Em]>ire thiU we 
sluHild spend a large sum of money in these days to send them to 
England? The Ilon’ble the Minister has been jdcuised to say .that 
there is a medical side in this hlxhibition which deals with tro])ical 

diseases. I know that the British Pharmacopcea is more w'ide awake 

than even our Minisbus; we know .that they have already taken 
many of our medicines and herbs ami they do not recjuire a British 
Empire Exhibition for their interest in tropical medicine. I do not 
understand how jiarticiimtion in the Exhibition wdll 1 k‘ of any benefit 
to the Tro])ical School of Medicine. After all, what are we going to 
exhibit? Nothing that will benefit us. The only thing that w’e can 

exhibit is the helpless poverty and utter destruction of our national 

industries. Is this to be our glorious exhibit in a high-sounding 
British Empire Exhibition? 

I do not wish to rake up the jxiinful history of the destruction of 
the cotton industry in Bengal, but f say that the bust Exhibition of 
1884 in Calcutta helped Manchester in coj>ying the borders of mris 
and dhotis and this Exhibition will help the British merchants in seiid- 
iiig gopds that may destroy the nascent industries of this country. 
This Exhibition cannot be at all helpful to us, let us not jxirtici}mte in 
it. If it is to their benefit, let them jxiy. You cannot ask us to share 
in an Ejfhibition which means no gmMl to us. Students of history will 
renieniW that in the days of the Roman Empire the great English 
Chief, Caradoc, with a sentence of death hanging over his head, had to 
farticijiate in the triumphal procession at Rome. Let not our nascent 
industries share the same fate in this British Empire Exhibition. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Members are sending their names up to me who 
are desirous of sjwaking. I desire to remind the House that unless 
members rise in their seats, they will not be called upon to speak. 
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Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: 1 rme to n |K>iiit of 

order. Mere risinj^ in oiieV jdni e may not always lie eflWtive. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Of (‘oiirse not, hut the member must {lersovere 
until he catches iny eye. 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: Snpiwise a memher is not 
able to catch your eye; mere rising in his seal nun not give him hi.s 
chance of sjH^aking. Hecently, I have risen in my seat many iimen, 
but have not lieen able to catch \our eye ami have not Ihhmi able to 
s])eak. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There are many others, iMuhaps, who are as 
unfortunate as you; you must persevere until miu cabh my eye. 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: What I was g.oing to submit 
is that — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The immilHM* has heard my ruling and I ho|H* he 
will resjx*ct it. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: Ma> 1 ask whether a ihtsou who 
has not sent up his name would (‘ver catch your cnc!" 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 th ink so; it would of coursi* de|»i*n(] on the 
rapidity with which he rose. 

Mr. R. H. L. LANGFORD JAMES: I regret that 1 am (piite unable 
to agree with llulni Indu Hhusan Dutta in the amendment ln‘ has 
jiroposed to the (iovmninent re.solut ion. 1 Ik* lloirble the Minister in 
charge has sketched for us tin* genesis <d‘ the proposal that liidia and 
Bengal should take jiait in this Kxhilntion. Wliile 1 (piiti* agree with 
Bahu Tndu Bhusan Dutta that because the Legislative Assembly jiassi's 
a resolution on any particular subi(*cl that (bH*s not ipso facto bind us, 
still 1 think that we should ceitainlv free ourselves of any idea that 
because a resolution is jiassed by the Assembly, it shouhl ipso facto 
be turned down by us. T understand that the main reason of Babu 
Indu Bhushan Dutta's resolution is financial. He considers that this 
would be a waste of money. 1 regret I am wholly unable to ugreci 
with him there. I think mvsclf that i)artiei[>iition in this Exhibition 
would be a very fine advertisement for Indian w’ares, and, as such, w'e 
should look upon it as an investment. As a matter of fact, Sir, my 
opinion is that the cry of jHiverty can lu* ovenlone. If my firm were at 
all shaky I should most certainly not go round to all the |KH)ple with 
whom I am in the habit of doing business and confide this fact to them. 
Quite obviously I should increase my advertisements, and I should adver- 
tise that “ this firm is doing the greatest business on earth, we cannot 
keep people away," and all that sort of thing. I do not think we do 
any great good to Bengal by always crying “ wolf." Not only do we 
all wish to see the actual prosperity of Bengal enhanced, but we also 
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(leHire to increase its apparent prosperity. Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta 
apparently thinks that if Bengal imrticipates in this Exhibition she 
will only have a chance of apt>ealing to British and Colonial markets. 
That of course is not so. Broadly speaking, everybody in the world will 
be at the Exhibition. It will be quite one of the biggest Exhibitions 
ever held. Now, Sir, is there any jwirticular necessity — if we grant 
the premises that we are engaged on an advertising camjmign in favour 
of Bengal goods — to cry “ wolfV” Has Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta 
lost sight of Sir Rajendranath Mukherji and his gang of merry execu- 
tioners, and what we may ex|>ect of them? I will give him a piece of 
information. The piec/O-gomls market is looking up; and if it conti- 
nues to look up, who knows, by the time we get to the monsoon races, 
that our financial magnates from Barabazar may not be indulging in 
the gentle sport of horse racing to a more intensive degree, to the 
ultimate good of tin* {H'ojde of the province. Therefore, it is quite 
likely, I maintain, that by this time next year, the finances of the 
province will l>e very much ladter than they are to-day. There ris one 
jioint that I would like to ])ress veiy much and it is this: In this Exhi- 
bition B(*'Ugars contribution to it will not so mu(*h affect large indus- 
tries here. I have very little doubt that there will be a few gunny 
bugs im view and a few yards of Hessians — and jKvssibly my own firm 
will send a few chests of tea; but these are not the things which the 
IH»ople are going to see at the Exhil)ition. Industries which are going 
to be. affcctced are the small industri(*s — the village ami cottage indus- 
tries, and I would urge Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta to think very hard 
befoie he presses this Ccmncil to make Bengal consjncuous by denying 
this chance to those small industries. It is really an uniiiue opportu- 
nity of advertisement l>efore the world. 


Babu NIRODE BEftARY MULLICK: At the outset I want to 
make it clear that T have sympjithy with the object of the resolution, but 
the iK>int that I wdsh to raise befoi;e this Council is this : What is our 
economic iX)sition? Does our economic ]K>sition justify our partici- 
pation in a matter of this kind which perhaps can be described as a 
luxury on the part of Bengal? Have we done what we ought to do 
towafds the various custea and creeds which constitute the inhabitants 
of the province? It has fallen to my lot to represent from time to time 
the cause of the backwhrd and depressed classes. This is not the 
time I know to go into details of this question. I only give an 
example. There are 10 millions of i^eojde who contribute nb less 
than G or 7 crorea every year, but do not get j^erhaps the benefit of 
one lakh of rui>e(»s in return. Under these circumstances, is it justi- 
fied that such a resolution should be brought before the Council at all? 
It appears that it is out of place here and I should like to add that 
this resolution ought to have been moved. not in this Council, but in 
the Associated Chamber of Commerce. 
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Mr. D. C. CHOSE ■ I am afraid I cannot accord my support to th« 
resolution which has been moved by the llon’ble the Minishpr for 
Industries and Agriculture. I have followe<i verj^ closely the 8|)eech 
that he has made in proj^sing his resolution, and I confess that I 
remain unconvinced by his argument. Sir, except a purely stmtimen- 
tal satisfaction of seeing every |iart and portion of the British Empire 
represented in the British Empire Exhibition in 1924, no other pur- 
jH)se, so far as I can understand, will be servtsi by the iKn*tici|mtion 
of Bengal in this Exhibition. After all the primary object of the 
ptirticijration of any <'ountry in an Exhibition of this kind is, as has 
been said by my friend, Mr. Langford dames, to advertise its manu- 
facture products with a view to secure suitable markets for their sale. 
Now what are the manufactured pnslucts that Bengal can exhibit with 
a view to secure large sales of them iiudifferent |xirts of'the Em]ure or 
in various jMirts of the world? I^'t us take first the T<‘xtih^ Industry. 
So far as I know there are only five or six cotton mills in Bengal. The 
Banga Laksmi Cotton Mill was in a moribund conditi(»n until reciuitly, 
})Ut thanks to the untiring efforts of Mr. Byomkesh ('liakravarti and 
Mr. K. K. Lahiri, it has now been placed ujxm a satisfactory footing. It 
is well-know'n that the spinning of yarn is largely c(‘ntred in Bombay, 
the mills of that province producing no less than 7f) }H*r cent, of the 
total (juantity of yarn produced in British India. Bengal, 1 l>elieve, 
produces only 5 p('r cent. It is true that y>e produce some hnndloom 
cloth of fine quality in Dacca and elsewhere, but we have not the means 
to produce it in large (juantity. Wo c^uinot even supply the demand 
that there is in Bengal for this fine (juality of hamlloom cloth. Then, 
of course, Dacca pnaiuces its famous muslin; but the (juantity it can 
j)r(Mluce is so small that it is not worth our while to exhibit it. Take 
jute. In this industry the share of the |H*opIe of Bengal is unfortunately 
confined to producing jute in the fields and to supplying the labour to 
the jute mills. This industry undoubte<lIy has assumcMl colossal pro- 
|)ortion8. llie value of jute exjwrted from Bengal amounts to nearly 
Rs. 42 cror«s every year. But I submit, has l)een said by Mr. Langford 
James, that no exhibition is necessary to advertise jute manufactures. 
The jute industrv* is practically a monojmly of Scotchmen of Dundee, 
and they are the last persons in the world to need asgi.stance from any 
body in .selling what they manufacture. Take tea. No exhibition is 
necessary in this case also. Garden-owners, like Mr. Langford James, 
have got their agents in the United Kingdom and .in other parts of the 
world where tea is censumed. Recently we are producing leather and 
making hoots and shoes, but neither the quantity nor the quality is such 
that any useful purpose will be served by exhibiting these in the 
British Empire Exhibition. On the contrar>^ I agree with Babu T ’du 
Bhusban Dutta that a goo<l deal of harm might be done by exhibiting 
boots and shoes that we are makings because it is quite easy for a big 
manxifacturing country to manufacture on a large scale the kind of 
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boots and shoes which we are making and send them out here and sell 
them at a rate much cheaper than our prices. On the same reasoning 
it) is no use exhibiting brass and silver wares that we are making at 
Dacca and elsewhere^ because we have not the means of producing 
them in large quantities. We cannot even satisfy the demand of 
Bengal. Then as regards the silk manufacture in Berhampore and else- 
where, we cannot sup])ly the demand in India nor even in Bengal. The 
tnith is we are not a manufacturing country and therefore, it will not 
benefit us in the least to {mrtici|>ate in the British Empire Exhibition. 
As regards the amendment of Balm Indu Bhushan Dutta, J venture 
to think that it is really absurd to ask the British Empire Exhibition 
authorities to provide money lor enabling us to partiinpate in their 
Exhibition. In the first place, no one has ever heard of the organizers 
of an exhibition j)aying their exJiibitors to come and show their goods, 
and in the second plac(‘, I think it is jK*rfe(‘tly humiliating to beg money 
for the puriKjse of participating in this Exhibiton. Therefore 1 op|x>se 
both the resolution and the amendment. 


Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURI: 1 regret that I do not approve of 
any opposition to the resolution which has been moved by the Hon’ble 
the Minister for Agriculture and Indu.stries. I regiet the feeling which 
has actuated tliis ()f)positi()n. It seems to ni(‘ that the members who 
have Irhui actuated — 1 do not know by what motive — to ojipose this 
resolution — have not seen far enough with regaid to the possibilities 
of such an exhibition. It may not be known to my friend, Mr. D. C. 
(Ihose, that there are inoducts even now in Da(‘ca which recjuire a good 
market. Has he ever heard of tln‘ kashula inoducts!^ In reH*ent years 
there has Ikhmi a large sah‘ of knshrla ju’oducts in Euroi)e l)ecause we 
do not buy them in sufficient (juantities here. It is the Muhammadan 
community of Dacca which is !>enefiting by these products. They are 
able to produce a larger (piantitv of kashula if the demand is greater. 
Is it not right that we should help tjiem to produce more kashula which 
is made into turbans and various other things and commands a market 
in Chicago, Turkey, and Central Euroix'? There are other products also 
in Beng*al wdiich are valued in Europe. Why are you thinking of the 
pnydurts of machinery alone? There are home industries which have 
got to be supported. There is a large (piantitv of such products in 
Bengal ^for which there aVe no buyers. If a man can produce a piece 
of muslin and if he cannot find a buyer in the country he must be 
helptnl to sell his productions. Mu.slin can be produced in larger 
quantities if there is a market for them. There is none at present in 
Bengal, but there is a market for them and good lace outside India. 
An exhibition of this character will help things forward. T regret 
that an idea prevails amongst some of our members that this is only & 
process of exploitation on the part of British commercial men. There 
•hoiild be no such fear, and 1 hope whole-hearted support will be given 
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to the resolution which has been broupfhf forward by the Hon'ble the 
Minister. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: 1 hud an oppoitu- 
nity of being present at the White (’it\ Exhibition in London a few >ears 
ago and from my personal experience 1 cun say (liut thiough an exhibi* 
tion like that Indian ]>ro(Iucts can 1 h* intr(»duced into England and other 
parts of Eurojx* and it will In* to the InMietit of India. 1 can give you an 
instance. In that exhibition one Kedarhath Das (inpta exhibited 
mangoes pn*sened in s\iuj> and tixmi that time this article commands a 
ready market in England. Several such instanci*s can be given, 
(hiava jelly is mamitaitured here and if it is brought to the notice of 
the English jmblic it will have a laig(‘ .sale there. I am not talking of 
the articles which the nch jieojde will |nircha.s(‘ but the.st^ jellies and 
other things will be consumed by the oidinary ]x‘oplb thme and will 
have a ready .sale. Sii, I mysidf am in busines.s and I also know the 
jK>ssibilities of exhibiting Indian manufactured boots and shoes in 
Ebigland. I differ from Mr (ihos(‘ that our leather gocals aie not 
W'orth exhibiting. The juoducts of the National Tannery and even of 
the Utkal Tannery are considiued to b<* bett(*r than some of the English 
manufactured goo<ls and I am suie that oui bools and sIkm's will command 
a ready maiket there. Sii, we hav(* cbea]» lalMoir hen* and from the 
labour jHiint of view this Exhibition will be of immense benefit to us. 
By exhibiting these goods we shall convinc(‘ English lalHuir that Indian 
labour here is getting ui>-t(Mlate and that Indian labour is not merely 
juiiffli labour. They will know that Indian lalnuir can jiroduce things 
which they them.stdves cannot f)roduc(‘ h<» well ami tlH‘y will have gicater 
resjiect for Indian labour. 11ie\ will know that Indian labourers are 
not merely tea garden ciKdies but that they are skilhul workers and this 
feeling I waitt to liave cn*ated in England. Therefore, 1 think that we 
should participate in the British Empire Exhibition. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: The resolution which has been 
moved by the Hon’ble the Minister for Industries and Agriculture 
requires supjxirt, for it is an exhibition in which the Dominions would 
participate; why should India alone participate in this E^xhibition and 
not Bengal as well? Therefore if we aj>proach the subject from this 
point of view, I think we have to njipimrt the resolution. But at the 
same time we ought to take into consideration the economic conditirm 
of India as also that of Bengal. I therefore supi)ort the re.soliition of 
the Hon’ble the Minister but (be exjienditure ought not to be wry much. 
It ought to be in consonance with the economic condition of Bengal. 

Mr. HUSEYN 8HAKEED 8UHRAWARDY; I beg to support the 
amendment in the same spirit in which Babu Indu Bbushan Dutta 
moved it, viz., in the spirit of op^ition to the resolution, and my 
main reason for supporting the amendment is the financial reason. 
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Many members here who come from the mufassal are not aware of the 
feeling 'of indignation which prevails here amongst the people of 
Calcutta on account of certain imi)ositions that have been placed upon 
the poor people here that whenever any resolution arises which demands 
an extraordinary expenditure which can by any possibility be avoided 
we shall rise in our ranks to oppose such a resolution. I should like 
to know whether these three lakhs of rupees will be derived from the 
income which the hospitals of ('alcutta will get from the imposition 
which has been so barbarously laid ui)on the poor i)eople of Calcutta 
by the Hoii’ble the Minister of Public Health. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think it is quite in order. You are 
travelling outside the Ixmnds of the subject. You will plea.se keei) 
within bounds. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: Where is this money 
to come fi'oni ? Is this money coming from the hospitals? 

M^. PRESIDENT; We are not concerned with the source from 
which the money is io come. We are now concerned with the pnqwsal 
to contribute a sum of money for the Exlnbition. 

Mr. HUSEYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: Then, I say that it is 
criminal for us to s|>end three lakhs* of ru|)ees when the financial strin- 
gency is so great that th(‘ j)oor jx'ople of Calcuttiv have to j>ay eight 
annas to gain admission into the free and charitable hospitals of 
(Calcutta and to pay four pice for every three marks of medicine that 
they take. It is scandalous that, when things like these are introduced, 
with the saiu'tion of a Minister of the (lovernment, (Government should 
come forward with a j)rojM)sal to si>end three lakhs of rupees on an 
Exhibition. * 

Dr. ilATINDRA NATH MOITRA: It is ray melancholy duty to 
oppose the grant for the coming Empire Exhibition. Sir, I do not 
proiK)se to enter into the merits or the value which can be derived from 
such an exhibition. In the face of the stringent financial condition 
of the. (Government of Bengal since the inauguration of the Reform 
constitution, in the face of a huge deficit of about one crore of rupee.s 
staring in our face in the next coming budget, in the face of an 
attempt* to curtail all educational activities of this province as has been 
recommended by the Retrenchment Committee, in the face of the parti- 
cular taxation which my friend, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy, has 
just stated from the ]X)or hospital patients of this country, can Bengal 
honestly feel the slightest enthu.sia.sm to participate in a foreign exhibi- 
tion which means an expenditure of the huge sum of rupees three 
lakhs? I know there are some enthusiasts among us like Mr. Lang- 
ford James who would like to spend money — hard-earned moneys— from 
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tile coffers of the poor cultivators of this province and I have no objec- 
tion if those enthusiasts spend money from their own jackets without 
asking any sum to be spent by the representatives of this Council. I 
feel certain that all right-thinking men, considering the present finan- 
cial position of the province, will opiX)se whole-heartedly the expendi- 
ture for the purpose of this Exhibition in a foreign rountry. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURh There ha.s been much talk 
over the subject, though no one has stated what are the exact objects 
of the British Empire Exhibition. The objects are worth (|Uoting. 
They are — 

(1) To find fresh sources of national wealth in the development 
and utilization of the raw materials of the Empire. 

(2) To foster inter-lin{)erial trade and find a wgrld market for 

Dominion and home products — (here there is no mention of 
India). 

(3) To make the different parts and f)eople of the British Empire 

better known to each other, and to focus pul>lic attcMilion 
in England to the illimitable possibilities of India and the 
great Dominions Overseas as well as the Oown Colonies and 
Dejiendencies.” 

It is jiatent from this that the object of the Exhibition is not so much 
to find a world market for Indian pnxluets and inanufacturt's as to 
“ focus public attention in England to the illimitable iK>ssil)ilities of 
India.” To be frank, Sir, this is one of the very things which 
we desire to avoid in our present position, viz., more and more atten- 
tion simply to our raw materials. My friend, Balm Imlu Bhushan 
Dutta, has referred to the fact that the Ceylon (Government have* decided 
not to })articii>ate in the British Einjure Exhibition. But why he has 
not explained. An official rom munufur states that “ the (V'vlon (Gov- 
ernment consulted the various local Ixxlies interested, but little or no 
enthusiasm was evinced and the ex|>enditure which the i>firtici[>atiou 
would involve was such that the (Government (i.r., the Ceylon (Govern- 
ment) in the present financial fwsitioii of the Odony could not jK^Hsibly 
contemplate without an assurance of extensive local support.” The 
Hon’ble the Minister moving this resolution in a Written HiH*ech hag 
not dealt with this asp(X‘t of the question and has not b(*en pleased to 
inform us if the local bodies were consulted or not, and if consulted, 
what assurance of extensive Icxal siipjjort he has got. And if Ceylon 
could consider that her financial [position was not such as could allow 
her to participate in the Exhibition I do not understand why we also 
could not and should not consider our financial position in this connec- 
tion. Why, in the face of the {wesent financial stringency, should we 
be a party to the expenditure of three lakhs of rupees simply for the 
advertisement of certain products or goods of our country when our 
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home industries are dying for want of financial support? Sir, it is a 
historical truth that India was a manufacturing country; but it is not 
so now. Under the present circumstances, therefore, when India has 
got ,to dej>end for her daily needs, on outside manufactures, I do not 
understand how we are in a position to take part in such an Exhibi- 
tion. I would strongly reciuest our Government to consider the present 
financial situation and to decline the invitation extended to us on 
grounds of financial stringency. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: 1 agree with Babu Indu 
Bhu!4ian Dutta and Mr. D. ('. Ghose in their view for reasons that 
need not l)e stated in detail, and in view of our present financial condi- 
tion, I think it is impossible for me to support this idea of sjx'nding 
three lakhs of ruj^ees on account of ibis Exhibition. It is ]>ossible that 
some of our nascent industries might be benefited by this Exhibition, 
but regard l)eing had to the fact that the chief raw products of our 
country aie rice and jute, which iHHpiire no advertisement in England, 
I do not know whether the corres]H)nding gain to the tax-payers will 
be such as would justify our expending this money. I do not go into 
the question of the exploitation of this country by England because 
that is not necessary at the present moment, nor do 1 think that any 
implication of motive as has been suggested by the Labour member is 
called for, but then' is the solid r(*ason which cannot l)e got over and 
that is our jnesent financial ditticulty, and in the face of that it will 
be unjust L) our country if we under any circumstances agree to sj)end 
this three lakhs of rupees whicdi will be a heavy drain on our present 
resources. I am, therefore, decidedly of opinion that this money ought 
to be si)ent by the British Exhibition authorities and not by ourselves, 
and to that extent T whoV-heartedly oppose any idea of sjx'nding money 
for this purpose because this is not the time 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: What about 
Bombay ? 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK; 1 am not concerned with 
Bombay: Bengal is my motherland and 1 am here to serve her. I do 
not know the conditions of Bombay — they might be prosperous. The 
member* does not i>erhaps know that her income is about 19i crores 
while ours is barely 10 crores. We have been called upon to make 
retrenchments. We are going to cut down the i>ay of our own people 
and to stop many of our activities in order to make two ends meet, and 
is it time that we should sj>end three lakhs of rupees for this purpose? 
I, as a member of the Retrenchment Committee, should be the first 
to oppose this and I, under any circumstances, cannot countenance an 
expenditure of this character. 
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Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEES I do not think that any con. 
tradictory conduct of Government is taken in the same lijcht as that of 
private individuals, otherwise the Government would not have come 
forward with the report of the Retrenchment Committee on one hand 
and with the proposal for the ex|)enditure of three lakhs on the other. 
The question of the present financial condition has not Wen discussed 
by any of those ffentlemen who jfot up to support this motion. Some 
ffentleinen said that some indu^tiies of Dacca or other places mij^ht 
find a field in En^fland, and it has been stated by the Labour member 
that a few years aj;o he found that some Beiijral products ^ot a market 
in Enpfland as a result of these thin^^s Winjf exhibited at an exhibition. 
But this argument poes against tlie proposal; liecause if the Indian 
products found a inaiket in England without any previous exhibition 
in India, there is no necessity tor an exhibition like the one proiKised. 
One of the mein)>e?s interiupted while Babu Surendra Nath Mallik was 
s|)eaking by saying’ — What about Bombay y Well, he forgets that 
Madras and Bombay have not got |»ermanent settlement; they are 
increasing tiieir revenue ever\ year, whereas we hud to amend the 
Court-fees Act and the Stamp Act tor getting incriuised revenue, and 
even to ask jieofile to pay for enjoying amusements. So I do not see 
with wliat face tliis demand ( an be made. 1 do not think that anyone 
having the least sense of resjauisiliility will supixirt this motion. 


Kunrar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY? As has been stated by 
the Hon 'hie the Minister, our budget estimate for the current year 
contained a demand for Rs. 25,000 to meet the exjSMises arising out of 
our iHiiticipatioii in the Biiti^li Empire Exhibition. But this grant 
would lajise at the eml of the \ear. So, when I got the noticf^ of this 
resolution, 1 thoug-lit that the Dejjai tinent of liidustnes wanted to W 
sure of the attitude of the House before inelmling the sum in the next 
yeai’s budget. Sir, no one denies the fart that these exhibitions have 
great educative value both fiom economic and eoinmereiul considera- 
tions. Kurther. Sir, the expenence of the great war has taught us that 
it is politically impeiative that the resourees of the British Empire both 
in raw materials and finished piodm ts should he widely known to the ^ 
people of the diffeient parts of the Emfiire. It is, therefore. Sir, that 
though Bengal itself is not going to derive much benefit from this 
Empire Exhlhitinn. we sam tinned the amount of Rs. 25,000 on the la.st 
occasion. But, Sir, there must he put a limit to our exjieriseH in this 
connection, A statement made by the HonMde the Minister this morn- 
ing has taken our breath awav. If it is thought that the expenses 
would exceed Rs. 25,000 by a sum of Rs. 2,75,000 — though Ve have 
not got the revised estimate, I think it might W another two lakhs — 
we would rather not participate in ibis British Empire Exhibition, 
But, Sir, if the Exhibition authorities assure us of payng pur expopse# 
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— I do not say entire expenses, but expenses in excess of the sanc- 
tioned amount of Rs. 25,00(J — I surely would not object to this resolu- 
tion. But, Sir, by this resolution if it is meant that we are asked to 
sanction three lakhs of ru|K*e.s, then before we sanction this huge amount 
from our depleted (X)ff©rs, we must see as to how we, the peopde of 
Bengal, are going to be t)enefited by it. Sir, high-sounding imperial 
terms might dazzle us. They may waft us to the seventh heaven. But 
when we sjiend money gathered by imf>osing new* taxes, squeezing it 
out of the jH)or people, even by taxing their amusements, we must be 
convinced that the money we s|>ent is going to return to us hundred- 
fold ; otherwise we would be bad custodians of the ix'ojde’s money. I 
shall not Ik* Jong. Whatever I wanUvl to say has ])een said by other 
members. 1 am not ojqwsed to the principle of the resolution, but I 
am opposed to the sj>ending of three lakhs of rui>ees. 

Mfi lit CAMPBELL FORRESTER: The member, who is seated in 
front of me, has stated that the conntiv is pinn- and this is not the time 
to Hi)end money, but this is a busim'ss pio])()sition and, as sucli, when 
business is dull and there is not much doing, a good busines^s man six*nds 
more money on advertising his business, and tin* larger the amount he 
spends on judicious advertisejiient, tlie gi eater return he gets, as 
witness — Sunlight Soa}), Be<*ehanrs Pills, and many others. These 
businesses started in a very small way but b_\ adviutising, they have 
grown into the great j>ios{)(‘rons conc<*rn they an' tmov. You have got 
a gohh'ii ojiiKirtunity of displaying* the arts and industries of Bengal 
on reasomihLc> terms, in a great Exhibition that is going to, be held in 
England — an Exhibition that will Ih* visited by |MM>ple from all parts 
of the world. Tlie advantagi's to me an* so ap])arent that I cannot 
understand tlu* mirrowness of tlie views <*Kpres.sed hy those who oj>|M>se 
the motion. Some of ttie m(‘ml>ers opjio.sing this motion say (hat if 
lurg4‘ orders eanu*, they wumld not be able to im*et the demamls of the 
foreign countries. I cannot understand this statement. I have not 
found the Bengali lacking in enterpris(» when he sees opj)ortunities of 
advancing his Inisiness position and it stands to reason if there is a 
large demand, the prices will go up, the industries wdll increase and 
-r what 'YOU cull a fx>vcrty-strickeii country will become a very pr(>sjK‘rou.s 
country, but the incm])er8 who oppose this rea.son are doing the very 
thing that will damn the- prosi)erity of the country by missing a golden 
opix)rtunily. I ho|>e that this (\mncil will take a big broad view of 
the question and recognize that the one >vay of advancing the cause of 
BenguPs industries is hy dis])laying her arts and industries on all suit- 
able (H'casions. An Exhibition such as this only come once in a man’s 
life-time, and Bengal would l>e foolish and lacking in foresight, should 
she not seize this opiwrtunity. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; Before I say any- 
thing I mupt say that I find the old system was much better than the 
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present one for ol<l jn'isouH like Riii Maheiitira Chandra Mitra Bahadur 
and myself. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I cannot allow you to discuss that matter in any 
shape or fonii. You must confine yourself to the subject of the resolu- 
tion. 

Rai UOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; This rpustion should 
be considered impartially and with calmness. 1 have Ikhui connected 
with exhibitions and induslnes of all sorts in this (’ountrv for the Iasi 
20 year.s and I know what they mean. 1 cannot take the ipsc dixif of 
Pfentlemen \\ho sa> tliat we have f^fot so many imlustries which would 
be benefited by pai t i<‘i]»ation in the Exhibition to be ludd in England. 
I cannot take from Sir Asutosh (’haudliuri that certain arts of my own 
district would a gieat fillip by participating^ in this Ewhibition. He 
does not know what he >j»eaks of. He was (juite ri|fht and so was 
Mr. Eanpiord Jamesthal (he cottage industiies of Ben^jal can be exhibit(*d 
there. Now what ari* the coftajjre industires of Benj^al that can he sent 
to lAiiulony K][(i(lnr'f Ceitainl> not. Nobody has told us what we are 
jifoiii}? to send to London. Somebody said that leathei j^ihmIs should l)e 
sent. He does not know what he .s|H‘aks of. 1 hav(‘ Ihmmi eonneet^wl 
with the leatlier iridiistiv and 1 know' that Eufjfland w'ill not takt‘ fully 
cured leather from India. En^^lund only takes half-euied h'ullKT. 
Peojde (“ome liere and say thin^rs of which they have no knowdedf^e 
w'hatsoever. 

Now, Sii, having; said all this, 1 must say that BcMip^al Inun^r a 
part of the Biitish Empire it d(M*H not look ^fracious on our jiarl not to 
jiarticipate in an Exhihition h(dd as an Emjnre Exhibition, but we must 
rememlrer that w<' shall derive \er> little henefit from it—a fact whii li 
nobody can Question. Iteinemberin^** tliat we should spend as little as 
possible, and, therefon*, 1 do hojK* that the Hon’hle the Minister will 
not s|H'nd more than one lakh of ru|H*es in tliis inafter. We can spend 
that mu(h for the ffniui.iha and for pleasing the British people and no 
more. The motion does not sjH*ak of any sum of money* and if the 
Hon’ble the Minister in < harp:e only tells us that he would sjhmuI a 
small sum of inonev, not fhrei* lakhs, we shall agree to it. 

Mr, DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (BMm Burendra Nath Ray): I had no 

mind to take part in this debate, but I think I ought lf> say a few words. 
It has been said that we ought to participate in this Exhibition. Well, 
1 think this being a British Empire Exhibition we ought to take jwirt 
in it. We know — at least the Hon’ble the Minister has told us — that 
even such a ix>or provim e as Bihar is going to contribute about a lakh 
of rupees. Of course, Bengal is also hard hit : it is financially very ptwr. 
Whether a sum of three lakhs of rupees ought to I)e contributed by the 
Presidency of Bengal and whether the benefit that Bengal will derive 
will be commensurate with that contribution are matters which require 
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serious consideration. We have already, I think, budgeted for Rs. 25,000 
to be i)aid out of the budget of this yeai, and I think another Rs. 25,000 
or NO ought to be a (juite sufficient contiibution from Bengal. My 
friepd, Rai Jogeiidra (Uiunder (jhose Bahadur, has said that al>out a 
lakh of rupees should be spent. Well, that seems to me not a very 
unreasonable amount. We ought to paiticipate in this British Empire 
Exhibition because Bengal being a part of the British Empire, it does 
not look well that we should remain seated in oui‘ chairs and not con- 
tribute one single jiice. We have already ])romised to pay Rs. 25,000 
and we ought to pay something more. That is all I have to say. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: I beg to support 
the resolutitin so ably moved by the Hon’bie the Minister in charge of 
Industries. It has been jmt forward that this province is jicior and 
passing through a financial ciisis and so it cannot afford to spare three 
lakhs of ruiiees for fiart icijiation in the British Empire Exhibition. But 
we must i(‘nienib(‘r that these things aie of fai-reaching effect and unless 
we know wdiut are the benefits that are likely to accrue from such an 
exhibit irtn, we cannot foim any definite idea whether we should supjxirt 
this resolution or oppo.se it. In order to d(‘cide wdiether w'e should take 
any pait in it we must be gilided by the opinion of people who have 
experience abroad and know what aje the neiessitios of the world, and 
whether there is any possibility of niaiket in other countiies for articles 
which our country can jwoduee at much lesser cost. Looking from that 
jwint of view we find that such gentlemen having wide ex})erience avS 
Sir Asutosh (ffiaudhuii, Mr. Krishna ('handra Ray Chaudhuri and 
Mr. Langford Janies have ahead} told us llnit there is ample field abroad 
for the products of this couiiti}. We find that our country can produce 
silk for wdiich there is a greater demand in other countries : at Dacca we 
have got conch industry, silver wares, which are much apj^eciated 
abroad, and there is a nascent industry in button-making. Of cour.se 
the buttons are not of a very superior quality but we must see w’hether 
we can produce it at a much le.sser cost and so command the market out- 
side India. It has been said that we are importing large quantities of 
leather-made articles from foreign countries and if we send our pro- 
ducts would not benefit our country, but on the contrary it would 
give an opportunity to the foreignars to imitate and send those articles, 
but they forget one thing that our raw leather are to a certain extent 
not cured. We can cure this leather, and we know by experience that 
country-made shoes are more lasting than English-made ones, and it 
is possible that the foreigners may demand articles which may prove 
more lasting than tho.se produced in their own country. It is not only 
boots and shoes, but also things as saddlery, etc.^ if exhibited in such 
a world-wide Exhibition, can find a ready market in other countries. 
Then, again, some young men of our country are prodpcing medicines. 
Take, for instance, the GrimaulEs Syrup. I do not know whether our 
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medicine is equally efKcacidU.s, hut if we can prove to the world that 
our products are not tuily efficacious l)Ut at the same time cheap, we 
can faiily hope that they \\ill find a ready inaiket oul^ide India. Then 
what i.s this thiee lakhs of ru}>ees? That is only a thousandth part of 
our expenditure and that to(* will he spread over three years. Every 
time we say we are pool, hut ate we d(dn^^ anythinfj: to au^nnent iho re- 
sources of our c(>unti \ y This exjuuidilure is intended for auffmentin#^ 
the resourc es of our lountrv so as to cnahh* our jH‘ople to offer their com- 
modities for sale to the woild and hy doin^ so (hey can fjet some money, 
and (roverninent nia\ ^^et soinethini^ out of the (axes that ma\ he lc,\ied on 
th esc |)i(Klm‘ts. Tlieicfoie, it is pioductive husiness, and we should 
not ptud^^:e an amount of three lakhs of rupees. 

It has heen snpj»‘este<l (hat tiu* exjrenditun^ should he curtailed, hut 
that is a ma(U*r winch should he left to the exjHuts. I'think tin* Minister 
and his staff should coiisidci whether they should spend three lakhs or 
one lakh. Perhaps 1)\ s|M*ndiii>^ thi(*e lakhs ludtcu’ and prominent spHia* 
can he scH ured ami a poition of the money can he g-ot back hy suhlettiiif^ 
pa it of the sjiai-c 

It has hc(Mi said that the land ievcmn‘s of Hoinhay an* ^.ri’catcr than 
those of Hen^ml. hut that has iiothiufj to do with the advertisement of 
our iiidustiies such as silk, ouJ/c.v, mu//o.cr, ivor\ woiks, silver wales, 
and otlier fliiu^’’.s. These products will find a leady market abroad and 
we can ^ 0*1 a suliicieut return. 

With thes(‘ woid.s I strongly .siipjxut the resolution movc'd hy the 
Ilon’fih* the Minister. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahmhr: 1 desire to HjM^nk 
on this subject. 1 am soirv to ojqxise (lie resolution. Let me spcnik 
straight to the ('ouncil. Are we lu a iiosition to contribute thrtn* lakhs 
of rupees for particifmting in the Exhibition ? It cannot Ik* denied, it 
ought not to bt' denied, that there is a cry of iKiverty throughout the 
land. It cannot Ik* denied and it ought not to Ik* denitHl that we cannot 
vote for three lakhs of rujiees for this jMirjKwe. IrreKjiective and inde- 
pendent of the merits of the lesolution, we can say .this that it will be 
very hard in those da>s to contribute so large a sum of money. We 

would have been very proud — I say Bengal would have been very proud 

to take part in the Exhibition, hut as a matter of fact it is a large sum 
of money which we cannot spare. Members of the (Vmncil know verv 
well that everx’where in the land — everywhere in Bengal — nfW the 
publication of the Ref>oi t of the Retrenchment Conimitt{*e tffere ha#rbeen 
great anxiety, and when the Council is going to retrench the salaries 
of many of the officers of (lovernment, will it be fair, will it be just to 
vote, for a contribution of three lakhs of rupees? Now it is said that 
there will be no advantage in sending our articles and goods to the 
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Exhibitian. I do not share in that. There are advantages and dis- 
advantages, but the question is the economic condition of the country 
and it j)recludeH us from supporting the motion. 

BUbu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI: 1 beg to move that the 
question bolloW put. 

On a show of hands being taken, the motion that the question be 
now put was declared lost. 

BabM-JOGENDRA NATH ROY: While according my 8iipix)rt to the 
n'solution moved by the Hon'ble the Minister, I would like to say that 
I am not for spending a considerable sum of money in connection with 
the Exhibition either at Calcutta or at Ijondon. We are all aware of 
th(* financial condition of the (ioverninent. Tliis deplorable condition 
of our finance was already explained by His Excellency the (Tovernor at 
Suri the other day when he admitted that though the present ignorance 
had to Ik? enlightened, sickness had to be fought out and industries had 
to be hel])ed, nothing could be done for w'ant of funds and he had none 
to give. Under these* conditions, it would be haid to justify an expen- 
diture of so mucli money save and except that of public utility. That 
is one of the reasons I want to adduce. The second reason is that this 
Exhibition in London is intended for the benefit of manufacturing coun- 
tries and that we should not pay tor it. Witli this reservation, I sup- 
port tlie Ilon’ble the Minister’s pro|K)sal. 

Mft 8YED NA8IM ALI: At first I thought that I would not take 
part in this debate, and in fact for a layman like me it was very diffi- 
cult to decode as to whether I should supi>ort or op]X)se the resolution. 
From the arguments which have been advanced by the opj>o.sitioni8t8 I 
find that they may classified under three heads. The first objection 
is that it is a mere sentimental matter, whereas husincKis men call it a 
business problem. I have never heard such conflicting views being 
pushed forward from two sides. Som^ of the members who have got 
absolutely no connection with trade or business hold that it is a mere 
sentimental question. Other gentlemen who are conneeded with busi- 
ness, who are merchants, consider this question as merely a business 
quovstion: Those gentlemen who call it a mel^ sentimental thing are 
not in any way associated with business, so far as I know. Therefore, 
for a layn\an like me, I will have to attach importance to the views of 
the business men and will have to arrive rd my decision accordingly. 
But theii, there is the other objection, vis., that the financial stringency 
of the province does not allow us to spend a heavy sum of three lakhs. 
That is an argument which has got much force, but at the same time we 
mdlit consider what is the return for this investment, if we accept the 
views of business men that it is merely a business question. Mr. Mallik 
and others, who liave said that the financial stringency of the province 
does not admit of such a heavy expenditure, said that they were not in 
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a position to siiy what would he the ultimate return for this investment— 
I should call it so — if the All-lmlia British Kmj>ire Exhihitioa. That 
evidently must he the test, hut one can hardly say how far the iiulus* 
tries of the im>viace would he iK'ttered l>y takinj^r jnirt in the All-India 
British Empire Exhibition: that mu.'.t evidently l>e a fjS'uess and it is 
always a gruesswork. It is the hiisiness men who can say whether a 
substantial return will Ik* gained by the iH*(>ple of this province if really 
Bengal imrtici|mtes in the All-India British Empire Exhibition. To 
me it seems that when the i>ossihilities are numerous, when tin* |K>ssihili- 
ties are unknown, and when no man can definitely say what would Ik* 
the return for this irnestment, it is desirahle that at least the Hon’hle 
the Minister of Indu.stries should Ik* giwn an o]>|H)rt unity of making 
this experiment, it is nowhere suggested and iioImkIv has suggested 
it, that it would lead to no ju’ofits. It will lead to some profits, but 
whether the profit.s that wouhl he gained woulil he (‘o'mmensuratt* with 
the investment is a (|uestioii which remains to Ik* decid(*d and which 
remains to Ik* seen. 

Then there is tin* (lucstion of amount Of course tlu'rt* is no suls- 
staiitive am(‘ndment to that eflect, hut soim* niemhcrs huvi* suggested 
that the amount ought to he <*ut down. Now, that <‘videntl\ would 
require ex|K*it opinion. The Ilon’hle the Minister must have at his 
resources exiK*rts who would l>e in a ]>osition to say things of what 
kind, of what varieties and up to what extent should he <'xhil)ited. 
If w'e simply tak(* part in an (‘xhihilion and if all tin* iin|S)rtant things 
are not exhibited, it is betlei fliat wi* should not do anvt hing. If we 
are to make exhiliitions at all, w'e must exhibit such things as W( uild 
really lead to some gocwl re.sults. As to what things should he exhibited 
and what not, the ex|x*rts and the business men can veiy wi*!! sav. 
Therefore it will Ik? for the Hon’hle the Minister, with the help of his 
experts as well as with ih<* help of business men, to di'cide as to what 
exhibits he would select for exhibition in the All-India British Empire 
Exhibition and I hojK* that the Hon’Ide the Minister, who has got in the 
heart of his hearts a desire for economy as well as any other member 
of the Council, would s(‘e liis way just only to spend so much monev as 
is essentially neces.saiT for making all exhibits that should lx* exhibited 
in order that the rural prcMlucts of this particular province may he exhE 
bited. For that we can safely depend upon the Hon'hle the Minister 
and his exi>erts and the hu.siness men who must have advised him in this 
matter. Therefore, as there is no substantive amendment regarding 
the amount which has to Ik* srK?nt, I have no other alternative hut to 
support the resolution moved by the Hon'hle the Minister and to oppose 
the amendment which has been moved by Babu Tndu Bhushan I>utta. 

SECRETARY to GOVERMIIENT, DEPARTMENT of ACRf. 
CULTURE and INDUSTRIES (Mr. 4 . T. Donovan): When this reso- 
lution was introduced it was beyond the hopes of the greatest optimist 
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that it would esra|)e the attention of the “ breezy corner ” where the 
permanent opfiosition has installed itself. AVhen, however, the breezes 
that emanated fiom that corner have been of such a kind as completely 
to upset the etiuilibrium of the whole (piestion and to lead to considera- 
tion of the most irrelevant matters, we naturally feel somewhat aj^grieved. 
We have heaid, as a result of the opposition that oiiginated, as I have 
said, ill that corner, discussions of various matters from the Permanent 
Settlement to the price of castor oil. We have had people wandeiinpf 
all about the question discussinj^ anything? excejit the question, arj^u- 
injf whethor it should be three lakhs or whether it should be two lakhs 
or Rs. 2r),()00. One member alone, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin 
Ahmed appmirs to me to liave thoroughly g^rasiied our jiosition as we 
wished it to In* g-iasped. We aie not heie asking; for a vote for money. 
The lim(‘ for tliat will come when the biidj^el comes. We are here ask- 
ing the Coiineil to accejjt a pnnciple, the juinciple l)ein^»‘ that wt should 
jiarticipate in the Biitish Kmpire Exhibition, and that with a view to 
that i»a]'ticip{ition we should have a preliminaiy Exhibition in Calcutta. 
If anybody in this ('ouncil iina<rines that this can be done w'ithoiit 
s|H‘nditij 4 ‘ moties, well, it is useless for me to try amt ('oiiviiice him 
that it eaiinot. If he is capable of imaf.rininp that, there is no use dis- 
eussin^f it with him. We know that it will cost money and when we 
know' accurut(*ly the amount ot mone> that it w'ill cost, we shall be 
able to tell the ('ouncil. Now we have taken an estimate w’hich has 
been ji^iven to us by the ('ommissioner of the British Empire Exhibi- 
tion in order to ^rive some idmi of the expense to the ('ouncil and even 
this fi^fure, within my heann^^, is misrepresented in a most imuedible 
fashion. By member after memlKT it has been sujifgested that the 
Ilon’hle the Minister has asked the (^)uncil to spend three lakhs on 
this Exhibition, The ll()nT)l<‘ the Minister clearly 8Uf!:p:ested that we 
mijfht have to incur uii exj^nditure of three lakhs accompanied by mini- 
mum recoveries exttMidinji: to one and a half lakhs. The members w'bo 
have opiMwd the motion have, howevijr, very convenientlv avoided all 
mention of ^eco^ cries; without exception they have avoided this. Even 
Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, who has so lately lieen dealing' with recov- 
eries and retrenchments, has completely avoided all consideration of th© 
one and 41 half lakhs which the Hon’hle the Minister has said w'ill be the 
minimum recoveries on an expenditure of three lakhs. 

Mr. Syed Nusim Ali has very rightly pointed out that two opposite 
sets of opinions have betui put before the (-ouncil. One set claims that 
this is a sentimental (piestion purely. Another set holds that it is a 
question of business. The fact of the matter is that it is both a question 
of sentiment and of business and ex^en at the risk of reiterating what 
has been said before, I shall endeavour to prove to the Council that as 
a question of sentiment and as a question of. business ft is a question 
which deserves our favourable consideration. 
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Even from what I have called the breezy corner 1 did not ex])ect to 
hear, as has been sujj^ested, that the Biitish Empire is not an Empire 
for which we should adopt the so-called suicidal ptdicy of spending? a 
lakh and a half of rupees. Foi the Biitish Empire hundreds and thous- 
ands of men have laid down their lives and treasuie untold has Ihh'U 
spent. And yet we have heaid it said that even for this Empire, the 
so-called suicidal policy of spending one and a half lakhs cannot com- 
mend itself to the (\mncil. 

I have said that we are dealing with a (piestion of sentiment as well 
as of business, and I shall confess no shame if any winds uf mine are 
sentimental. 1 want the (’onm il to consider \\hat has been done through- 
out the British Empire foi this Exhibition. It has been suggested that 
this Exhibition has been organized for the benefit of England and for 
the benefit of the manufacturing countiies at liome.. Well, Australia, 
Canada, countries like Afiiea, New Zealand, the whole Emjiire includ- 
ing India, have rallied to England in this. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (hiestion! 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN : hiom the same corner conics a (luestion. It 
has been (luixstioncd that (In* whole Biitish Emjnre lias ralli<*d to Eng- 
land and that India has rallied to England in tins matter. There is no 
frart of the Biitish Empire, except St. Helena and Ceylon, which 
has refused to participate in this Exhibition. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: What about Mauiitius? 

Mr. J. T. DONOVAN: Mauritius has alicadv taken space in the 
British Empire Exhihition. If the member wlio has interrujitcd me 
wishes to know the jdaces whii h have taken space in the Exhihition I 
can give him figures. Australia has takcMi 100,(100 Hipiaie fe(*t and 
is siiending £250,000. C’anada is pledged to participate and although 
the latest information to hand has not given the figuies, il is authori- 
tatively stated that ('anada will emulate Australia. New Zealand Ima 
taken 40,000 sipiare feet and is s|K‘nding £00,OfK), Burma has taken 

acres and is s|x*nding seven lakhs of ru|>ees. South Africa has decided 
upon a building ociujiying 25,000 .sjjuare feet and costing .£'10,000, 
Mauritius, Kenya, Nyasalaiid, Sudan, Tanganyika, Iiganda, Zanzibar, 
Somaliland, The Bahamaiis, British Honduras, Jamaica, The Windward 
Islands, The I'alkland I^-Iands^ Cyprus, l^ale.-tine, Straits Settlements, 
Solomon Islands, (lilhert Islands, (lainbia, (told Coast, Nigeria, Sierra 
Leone — all these have already taken space in the British Emjiire Exhibi- 
tion. 

Last year at this time, as the Hoii’ble the Minister {K>inted out, 
when the Legislative Assembly was faced with a deficit about which 
we all know — that was the second great deficit budget — and when the 
political horiEon was overcast, in spite of all, the Government of India, 
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supported by the Legislative Assembly’s unanimous vote came to a 
decision to participate in the British Empire Exhibition at a cost of 
£167,000. As has been said, tliey were largely persaiaded in this 
derdsion by the pleadings of the members from Bengal, and it has rightly 
been argued that Bengal is in consequence morally bound to support them. 
Since then, during the year that has elapsed, five provinces have con- 
sidered this question. Bombay, United Provinces, the Punjab, Bihar 
and Orissa, and Madras.* In all these provinces, a solid vote was given 
for pui‘ticipation in the British Empire Exhibition on sentimental and on 
business grounds. The British Empire Exhibition Commissioner has 
told me — he is here at present and is listening to me — that in all these 
Councils the proposal was (‘urned by a large majority. We have of 
(jourse seen it published in certain jiajiers that Bihar and Orissa refused 
to partici])ate. That statement though denied remained uncontradicted, 
of course, in certain papers. I rei)eat now that no province has >et 
refusrsl to participate, and it will lie a shame if Bengal refuses. As I 
have said liefore, we are not discus.sing the amount which it will cryst. 
Wo are discussing the princijde and 1 trust that the (’ouncil, knowing 
that it will have an opjaut unity of discussing the amount wdiich will be 
asked lor in connection with this Exhibition, will agree to the prin- 
ciple now. I am glad to say 1 have observed what 1 think are symp- 
toms of this agreement, and ] ho])e 1 am not mistaken. 

It :h hardly ri(‘cessary f(»r me to assur’c the House that neither the 
Hon’ble the Minister nor 1 am oblivious of the financial condition of 
Bengal. It is hardly necessary for me to say that we have not closed 
our eyes to the ojuMations of the Retrenchment Committee who have 
been sweeping the administrative house from roof to cellar suggesting, 
in their eagerness to find the missing groats, even the removal of five 
of the great joists of the “^teel frame.” It cannot be seriously con- 
tended that we have overlooked all this. We have not done so. 

Then* is indeed a sentimental side to^this question. India is a part 
of the Britisli Einjnie and as part of the British Empire the Legislative 
Assembly decided to enter into the British Empire Exhibition. We in 
Bengal are i>art of the British Empire and are part of India, Is there 
any one h^e who is asbupied of the relation? We must go with India: 
we must go with the British Empire. 

There is •a business side to this question. We have been told that 
we have not much to show and the same speaker has told us that even 
what we have will only be imitated. Then we have been told that 
whatever goods we send, it is no use sending them for sale, as they 
will not be sold. I ask the Council, as a business propoeitiou, are we 
more likely to sell our things if we keep them here at home or if we 
send them to the Exhibition? If we wish to adverti.se them to the 
world, surely it is an obvious business prnjwition to take advantage 
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of this unique opportunity for advertisement. 1 leave that to the 
business men, however. 

I turn now to what seems to me to })e one of the strong'est veasiuis 
why Bengal should participate in this Exhiliition. [ have argued and 
I hold that w’e are morally bound to paHieipale. I hold that we are 
morally bound, i>()uiid to Bengal itself, to India and to the British 
Empire to participate. I have argued and I hold that on taonomic 
grounds we should jxnticijmto, as business memWs of this ('ouncil 
have aigued. Above all, however, do I argue and do I hold that on poli- 
tical grounds it would be inexcusable folly on the jairt of the |Hn>ple of 
Bengal to hide their head.s or sulk and remain away, wliilc 40 million 
jieople are coming to s(*c what the Empin^ can do. What ill thcM* 40 
million |)eople say if tliey gaze round atid gaze in vain for Btuigaiy 
Where, they will ask, are those political pioneers of the Kast, where are 
those peojde to whom we are to entrust more and more rapidly the 
destinies of a continent When the whole Kmi»ire is gathered together 
in the Ikisoih of the mother — her adopted children ami the children of her 
bbM)d — is Bengal alone going to remain aside ^ 1 Indd that on every 

ground this (Vuncil will lie ill-advised to remain out of the Exhibition. 

I W’ish to eini>hasize ome more that there is no cjiiestion of tlu' 
amount of funds kdiig discuss(‘d. The (juestion cyli the amount of 
funds will come up afterwards and th<‘ f'ouncil uill have an opiKirtunily 
of dealing wifli these funds and (‘veii ol it<*mH speciti(‘d in (onnection with 
them. There is no doubt that the experiditure will be k(*pt down to tln^ 
lowest |K)ssible minimum. There is no doubt that the greftt industries of 
Bengal which will exhibit their products in tliiis Empire 
Exhibition will b(* required to jmy for their exhibits. We ar(5 
not going to bolster up the jute industry, the tea industry, the c()ttl 
industry, or the great iron industry at the exjxuise of the taxjMiyers of 
Bengal. It is eswuitial, however, that our mimu’ industries of which 
there are many, in spite of what has lasui said, must 1 m^ supjHirted by 
Government and they must be brought into toudi with the Exhibition 
by Government. We must buy their products and send them to the 
Exhibition, and for tliat we shall require funds. Gtherwdse they will 
never reach the world and they will never be know'n and this unujue 
opportunity will be gone for amither fifty years. 

BabU INOU BHU8HAH DUTTA: May I ask the Hon'ble the 
Minister one question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! There ran be no further spf^eches. The hon’ble 
member has replied. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May I ask a question!^ 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I do not think I can allow that. We have had 
a very long debate. 
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Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Just one question! 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I am afraid not. We have a lot of business to 
transact this afternoon. 

Th^* following motion of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta was then put: 

“ This Council recommends <o the (roveinment that the province of 
Bengal should })arlicipate in the British Empire Exhibition of 1924, 
and that, with a view to this participation, steps he taken to organize 
a preliminary Exhibition in Calcutta in the cold weather of 192d, pro- 
vided that the British Empire Exhibition authorities j)ay all costs in 
connection with the exhibits sent from Bengal.” 

A division was taken with the bdlowing result : — 


AYES. 


MunshI Jafar. 

Aley, Mr. t. Mahboob. 

Batu, Babu Jatlndra Nath. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kishorl Mohan. 

Chaudhurl, Ral Harondranath. 

Oat, Babu Bhithmadev. 

Dai Gupta, Ral Bahadur NIbaran CTiandra. 
Da, Ral Bahadur Fanindralal. 

Doit, Ral Bahadur Fyarl Lai. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuihan. 

Huq, Maulvl Ekramui. 

Malllk, Babu Burendra Nath. 

MItra, Ral Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 


Moltra, Or. Jatindra Nath. 

! MukharJI, Babu Satlsh Chandra. 

I Mukherjaa, Babu NItya Dhon. 

MukharJI, Proteisor S. C. 

Mullick, Babu NIrode Behary. 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar 8hib Shakharetwar. 

Rishi, Babu Rashik Chandra. 

' Roy, Babu NalinI Nath. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kthaunlih Chandra 
Sarkar, Babu PIshIndra TtaTTt. 

' Suhrawardy, Mr. Husoyn Shahcod. 


Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Emaduddin. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Wailmuddin. 
Ahmad, Maulvl Yakulnuddtn. 

All, Mr. fyed Nailm. 

Avam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
Bancrjaa, tho Hon'bla Sir Surandra Nath. 
Banarjaa, Rai Bahadur A<>lnath CharRira. 
Barma, Ral Sahib Panohanan. 

Birlay, Mr L. 

Bota, Mr. B. M. 

Caray, W. C. 

Chaudhurn Bir Aiutosh. 

Chaudhurl, tha Hon'bla tha Nawab Balyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Choudhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 
Ramatjan. 

Chowdhury, Maulvl Facial Karim. 

Cohan, Mr. O. J. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Curria, Mr. W.X. 

Oat, Mr. 1. R. 

Oaara, Major-Canaral B. H. 

Day, Mr. 0. 0. 

Donald, tha Nan'bla Mr. J. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Faroqul, Mr. K. 0. M. 

Farrattar, Mr. J. CampbaiL 
Qaada, Mr. I. W. 

Hamall, Mr. W. W. 

The Ayes being 26 and the 


NOES 

I Huntingford, Mr. C. T. 

I Jamat, Mr. R. H. L. Langfard. 

; Khan, Mauivi Md. Raflqua Uddin. 

, Khan, Mr. Raraur Rahman, 
j Khan Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl Muhammad Erthad All. 

: Lang, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'bla the 
Marr, Mr. A. 

McAlptn, Mr. M. n. 

I MItter, the Hon'bla Mr. P. C. 

I Morgan, Mr. C. 

! Pahiowan, Mauivi Md. Abdul Jubbar. 

I Parrott, Mr. P. 

; Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. 

I Rahim, the Hon'bla Sir Abd-ur-. 
j Roy, Babu Jogendra Nath. 

; Roy, Mr. Bljoyprotad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. C. N. 

' Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, Raja Manllell Singh. 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Abdae. 

^ Sarkar, Babu Jogath Chandra. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

: Strphenton, tha Hon'bla Mr. N. L 
{ Suhrawardy, Dr. Haatan. 

* Vllliart, Mr. F. E. E. 

I 

Noes 53, the motion was lost. 
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The followings motion of Mr. J. T. Donovan was then put: — 

** This Council recommends to the Government that the province 
of Bengj-al should participate in the British Empire Exhibition of 1924, 
and that, with a view to this }>articipation, steps l>e taken to org^anixe 
a preliminary Exhibition in Calcutta in the cold weather of 1923.” 

A division was taken with the following result : — 

AYtO. 


AhmMi, Khan Bahadur Mautvl Emadutfdin. 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Mautvl Waiimuddln. 
Ahmed, Mauivi Yakuinuddin. 

All, Mr. Syed Nasim, 

ktMtn, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamed. 
Banerjea, the Hon'bir tir Surcndra Nath. 
Bantrjee, Ral Bahadur Atilnash Chandra. 
Barma, Ral Bahib Panehanan. 

Birley, Mr L. 

Bose, Mr. 8. M. 

Carey, Mr. W. L. 

Chaudhuri, Sir Atuteeh. 

Chaudhuri, the Hon’bie the Nawab Balyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Choudhury, Khan Bahadur Mautvl 
Ramatjan. 

Chowdhury, Maulvl Fallal Karim. 

Cohen, Mr. 0. J. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Currio, Mr. W. C. 

Oat, Mr. 8. R. 

Ooare, Major>Coneral B. H. 

Oey, Mr. C. C. 

Donald, the Hon'bie Mr. 4. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Farobul, Mr. K. C. M. 

Forrofter, Mr. 4. Campboll. 

Coode, Mr. 8. W. 

Horncll, Mr. W. W. 

Hun ting ford, Mr. C. T. 


damae, Mr. R. H. L. Ungford. 

Khan, Babu Oebendra Lai. 

; Khan, Maulvl Md. Rahquo Uddin. 
Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur 
Mautvl Muhammad Erthad All. 
i Lang, Mr. 4. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur pt Burdwan, 
the Hon'bie the. 

\ Marr, Mr. A. 

MoAipin. Mr. M. C. 

' Mitter, the Hon'bie Mr. P. C. 

Morgan, Mr. C. 

Pahlowan, Maulvl Md. Abdul JuSBar. 
i Parrott. Mr. P. 

! Prentloo, Mr. W. D. R. 

I Rahim, the Hon'bie Sir Abd*ur- 
Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Rithi, Babu Rathik Chandra, 
j Roy, Babu Jofondra Nath. 

I Roy, Mr. C. N. 

I Roy, Mr. J. N. 
i Roy, Raja Manllall Singh. 

Saiam, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Abdui. 
Sarkar, Babu Jogtih Chandra. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Stephenson, the Hon'bie Mr. H. L. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. Matian. 

Vllllers, Mr. F. E. E. 


NOES. 


Ahmed, Mauivi Rah Uddin. 

Adimtd, Munshi dafar. 

Aley, Mr. S. Mahboob. 

Basu, Babu datindra Nath. 

Bhattacharji, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Babu Klshorl Mohan. 

Chaudhuri, Ral Harendranath. 

Das, Babu Bhishmadov. 

Das Oupta, Ral Bahadur Nibaran Chandra. 
Oe, Ral Bahadur Fanindralal. 

Dutta, Babu indu Bhuthan. 

Chose, Mr. 0. C. 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. ** 

Huq, Mauivi EkramuL 


Malilk, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Mitra, Ral Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. 
Moltra, Dr. datindra Nath. 

Mukharji, Babu Satlsh Chandra. 

Mukherjee, Babu NItya Ohona. 

Mukhtrjl, Professor 1. 0. 

Muiiick, Babu Nirods Bshary. 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. 

Roy, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunlsh ChandrB. 
Roy, Mr. BIjoyprosad Singh, 
larkar, Babu Rishindra Nath. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Nuseyn Shahodi. 


The Ayes beinff 55 and (he Noes 28, the motion was l arried. 


Supplementary Oamaml for Grant. 

Tlie Hon’bie the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I move that a sura of Ils. 1,00,000 l)e gpranted for expendi- 
ture on loans under Land Improvement and Agriculturists' Loans Acts. 
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The printed memorandum gives the reason for which 1 want this 
extra lakh for agricultural loans for the floods in the Rajshahi division, 
and X ho|>e that the amount will be granted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Council was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

Amendment of the Standing Orders. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: 1 beg to present the Report of the 
Select Committee appointed to consider the amendment of the Standing 
Orders and to move that the said reixirt be taken inlo consideration. 

1 think only a few words from me are necessary to justify me in 
asking the ('Ouncil to accept my motion. It should not be in the 
jKiwer of a member to waste Ixith the time and labour of this Council 
and of Government, and incidentall\ to cause the public revenues a 
heavy loss by the indiscriminate use of a jxiwer which is at juresent 
(ontained in our Standing Orders. 1 am intmined that in the present 
session one member is resixinsible for notice of no less than 333 ques- 
tions and 50 resolutions. Further comment from me is needless. 1 
hojx), fherefore, that the Council will allow the reixirt oX the Com^ 
luittee to be taken into consideration and will adopt the suggestions 
in to tv. 

Mr. P. E. E. VILLIER8: I accejit, Sir, this jx^rmission of yours to 
8|x^ak on this resolution with no little diffidence inasmuch as it is the 
first time that 1 rise to address the House since 1 had the honour of 
Ixniig returned as a member of this Council. 1 do so, however, as one 
who has lately been a memlxAr of that great public over whose* interests 
this Council is keeping watch and ward. 1 do so moreover as one who 
has alw'ays been very jealous of the lionour of Bengal as being the 
premier jirovince and as holding the ’premier |x>sition in the eyes of the 
rest of India and as iKissessing a Council to which all the other Councils 
in India look for their guidance and example; I myself, moreover, have 
alw^ays regarded this ('ouncil with that measure of awe which is, I think, 
due to an assembly of those fathers of the jieople who have in their 
charge the well-being of .the province. But coming here, what do I 
findF r find the most amazing state of affairs conceivable in any part 
of the world — or in any {xirt of the legislative world at all events. I 
find that it is wdthin the pt)wer of one single individual so to harass and 
block the legitimate function of the Council as entirely to block the 
progressive business of the House and the business of the province in 
whose interest the House sits. We are told — we have lately been told 
— that no less than 50 resolutions and 333 questions have been tabled 
and given notice of by one member alone; as soon as I heard this, it 
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seemed to me not uninteresting to indulge in a simple form of mathe* 
matics, which I hnd works out in the following way. If every member 
of the Council were to abuse the privilege of asking (luestions to the 
extent to which this one member np|)ears to have abused it, we should 
be fac'ed with the following extraordinary state of affairs, namely, that 
in one session alone there would he asked some 67,387 (juestions and 
there would be tabled some 6,950 resolutions. I then venturtHl a step 
further and I worked out a small and etiually simple mathematical sum 
to discover how much of the Council’s time would be taken up, should 
every member deal witli tiuestioiis and resolutions in this iio-less-lhun 
amazing manner. I find that if every meml>er were to table his 60 resolu- 
tions, on the basis of 60 resolutions taking 15 days to disjiost* of, we 
should have to sit in each session for 2,085 days or in other words 
5| years. It is a state of affairs which is obviously imi^ossible. I’hen, 
again, ajmrt from the question of time, there is the question of ex|K‘ndi- 
ture. I am told that a sum, well above Rs. 2,000 of the provitu^’s 
money, has bt^en siient in printing and circulating to tlie members these 
333 questions and 50 resolutions, and that this is but a bagatelle, a 
flea-bite, to what has Wn s|)ent in man-jwwer by wasting tin* time 
of Government servants in finding out the atisw'ers to questions the 
readies to which Uie very questioner himself has not taken the trouble 
to attend to. 

Well, gentlemen 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The hon’ble member must address the chair. 

Mr. F. E. E. VILLIER8: Well Sir, the proposition that I under- 
stand has now ]yeen put forward is that the nuralHjr of questions should 
1)6 limited ; I would* point out to the House that it involves alwoluiely 
no new principle at all. Inde<*d, Sir, the Mother of Parliaments, sitting 
in Westminster has found it necessary to limit the number of quen- 
tions permissible to any single member to ten, and it has done so for 
many, many years piist, 1 cannot think that those who have the 
welfare and the progress of Bengal at heart, those who would give the 
lie direct — as direc t as can l>e given — to those reactionaries who would 
see India back as it were under the cegis of the old John Company 
and its rule, will tolerate the (continuance of such an imf)08sible state 
of affairs. I hope the House will realize it and will, to a man, supiwt 
this most important amendment. Bengal, as I have already said, is 
the premier province of India, and is fortunate enough to possess a 
liegislative Council which is taken as an example of the wav in which 
other liegislative Councils should conduct their affairs, and I feel sure 
that we must all he very jealous of ibis position ; and it is for us to 
see that the high position which it holds and the high estimation with 
which it is regarded by the rest of India is not lost to H by such intoler- 
able abuses of tbis great privilege of asking questions. 


9 
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Bliiu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Mr. Yilliers is a very kind 
friend of mine, and I therefore agree with him (Laughter). He is a 
Cambridge man (A voice: Oxford man). Yes, an Oxford man, so much 
the better and a flight captain. He soars high in the air and naturally 
hirf imagination soars high. He has multiplied the number of questions 
and resolutions with the numW of members and has given us the figures 
57,387 questions and 6,950 resolutions, etc. I think in actual practice 
that is not a danger which i.s likely to happen. All the same, I agree 
with him that there should l)e a limit. 

The question that the Report of the Select Committee appointed to 
consider the amendnient of the Standing Orders l)e taken into considera- 
tion was then put and agreed to. 


Amendment of the Standing Order 6(1) [Seotion 19(1)]. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERill: I move that at the end of Standing 
Order 6(7) [Section 19(7)] the following shall be added, viz.: — 

** except in the case of any resolution on which a member has 
indicated his first priority and which remains uudisix)sed of 
at the end of a session. Such resolution shall, if the member 
w’ho hrfs given notice of it intimates in writing before the 
holding of the ballot for the next session his desire to proceed 
with it, l)e carried over to the next session and shall, together 
with any amendments thereto of which notice has been 
given, be set dowm for discussion for such day or days as 
are available for non-official business in the order in which 
it stands and shall be given jMccedence to the resolutions to 
be balloted for for that session. The order of priority as 
settled by the^ballot is final. ’’ 

On a former (xcasion when I had the opi^rtunity of bringing up 
this matter before tiie House I set forth the arguments in favour of the 
insertion of this proviso. It deals with first priority resolutions. 
According to the system now in vogue the undisposed of first priority 
resolutions of one session do not have any precedence over other resolu- 
tions in the next session. They are put into the melting pot and they 
are balloted for again with the result that some of these first priority 
resolutions never come up before the House for discussion or considera- 
tion. In the light of the experience of the last two years we have 
found that on an average 18 first priority resolutions remained 
undisixised of, and in the next session these resolutions were again 
balloted for, with the result that some of these have not come up for 
consideration even up to date. If the amendment of Standing Order 
6(7) [Seotion W(l)] which I propose is accepted, it will give a fair 
chance to all first priority resolutions. No one will have any complaint 
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on this score. The only objection that has been brought forward 
against it is that if the uiulisiK>8ed*of first priority resolutions are given 
precedence, then important questions — questions of great public import- 
ance — may not have any chance of being brought forward before the 
House. According to Babu Indu Bhushau Dutta’s own admission in 
the note of dissent which he has submitted, the number of such 
undispixsed-of jiriority resolutions is not vm:y 3ai<ge. H that be eo, 
then it is all the greater reason why we should give them the first choice 
so that they may be diMjxwed of. 

As regards questions of great public imjK)rtanoe we have a safe- 
guard. If there is any (juestion which is greatly agitating the jwiblic 
mind and which demands immediate consideration; under ttie present 
rules all the business of the House can be susjxmded for the purjKist^ 
and the mutter can be fully discussed for tw'o hours id this HotiMe. If 
I mistake not, Government jHiys ten times more attention to a question 
which demands the adjounimeiit of the House and wdiich means the 
suspension of all the business of the Hou.se, than to any resolutions 
that may have l>eeu placed on the agenda i>ap«*r. 

The suggestion made by Kumar 8hib Shekhareswar Ray 

Mr PRESIDENT: You need not go into the question of the amend- 
ment now , Professor Mukherji. 

Professor C. MUKHERJI: I intended only to meet the objections 
of others in the course of my speech. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Order, Order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Kumar Sahib, it is my business to keep order. 

I have .said that Professor Mukherji need not go into the question of the 
amendment. 

Mr, D. C. CHOSE: Is Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray in order in 
shouting out Order, Order 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have already said that it is my business to 
keep order, and not that of any one else. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I have only followed the 
practice in Parliament under which a member may call another raembei^ 
to order. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: No, Kumar Sahib. You can rise to a point of 
order, but you cannot sit still and shout “ order, order,” and expect 
the President to hear you. You should rise to a point of order and 
explain your point to the chair. 

Profaaaor S. C. MUKHERJI: I bow to your ruling Sir, and refrain 
from discussing the amendment. 


9a 
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The only other observation tbat I have to make is about the last 
sentence — “ The order of priority as settled by the ballot is final.** 
This gives finality to the agenda paper and the members of the House 
will know where they are. At present the agenda paper can be modi- 
fied at any stage, but if this is accepted; the members of the House 
will know that there is finality in the matter of the agenda. They 
know where their resolutions stand; otherwise the resolutions are on 
the agenda pai)er, members get ready, but the agenda jiaper is modi- 
fied or changed and sometimes their resolutions never come up for dis- 
(5Ussioii before the House, 

With these few remarks 1 beg to move that what 1 have just now 
read l)e ijifided at the end of Standing Order 6(1) [Section 19(i)]. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY moved that, in the proposed 
amendment of Standing Order 6(7), — 

(i) for the wonls “ such day or ” in line 7, the words ** one day 
to 1)6 fixed for that purpose out of the *’ be substituted; 

(u) after the word “ and ” in line 8, the words “ on that particular 
day ” be inserted; and 

(iit) in the last line the sentencH) “ The order of priority as settled 
by the ballot is final,’* be.omitted, 

1 am one of those unfortunate members of the Council who did not 
get any chance to move a resolution in the x>ast year, and I coinfe»s 
that I have myself felt the great chagrin and disap|M)intment which, 
I am afraid, most of us have also felt when our favourite resolutions 
do not come U[) for discussion, session after session. I have, therefore. 
Sir, nothing b\it jnaise and admiration for ray esteemed colleague, 
I’rofessor Mukherji, for* his readiness to bring relief to us. I appreci- 
ate his motive, but I floret to differ from his method. For his remedy 
is worse than the malady. To guard against the feeling of despondency 
of individual members of the Council, by his proposal he wants to 
transfer the whole (\>uncil into a listless lifeless body. 

It will be found that very many resolutions, even of the first priority 
order,' refer to matters of minute details of administration. But I doubt 
^very much if any one here seriously Wlieves in Government by resolu- 
tions. ^Rather our main* funetjion is, ^ in aR legislative bodies, to 
direct the general policy of the Government in matter of widespread 
public inii^rtance, and to serve, whenever necessary, as checks on the 
excesses of the executive by keeping a close watch on its activities. 
If we examine the reports of our proceedings, we would find that this 
we have generally accomplished in spite of the inherent defects of the 
present system. %But once when the proposed changes come into foroe, 
oven the existing useful oharacter of the Council will be lost, for, then 
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We shall not be able to take up matters of immediate and intense public 
concern, but would have to confine ourselves to the discussion of stale 
matters often of very little interest to the publi(!. The Chandpur 
Gurkha outrage, ilie Rajshahi jail outbreak, the treatment of political 
prisoners, the Machuabazar and Entally riots, tlie North liengal floods, 
and other similar resolutions of urgent vital ixnjx>rtam*e could not have 
come up, if the suggt‘8ted amendment had then In^eii in vogue. Sir, 
1 think I should make my {wint clear. During the year 1922, there 
had been four sessions of the Council, and we got about twenty days 
for discusMi'iig our non-oflicial business, and we were able to discuss 
almut 80 substantive resolutions. Now, Sir, on an average about 
85 resolutions secure first priority at each .session of the Council. But 
when onco this amendment is iwssed by the House, imwt of the membtirs, 
fearing that they might not have a chance of racu'ing a resolution in the 
whole cour.se of the year utiless they secure a first priority at ono«, 
would send in, even at the first available opjiortunity , noti(‘<*s of rt*»olu- 
tions on whatever subject that might be upjx*rinost in their minds at 
the time, and we should not he surprised if at the next session we find 
over 75 res(tlulions with first priority. This will mean that even at 
the end of the year we would be discussing resolutions notified at the 
first session. Sir, I ask the House in nil seriousness whether it would 
l)e proi)er to give precedence to these resolutions of sorts over other 
urgent and grave tiiuvstions of the moment which might have cropiied 
up in the meantime. 

I know that it has been suggested that for such urgent mutters, 
adjournment of the House could be moved. Well, there have Iwsen 
several occasions to move or to attempt to move such adjournmenta and* 
their advantage and disadvantages are too well known to tho House 
to need special mention ; and w'e must not also forget that even an 
adjournment cannot be moved if there be a previous notice of a resolu- 
tion on the subject, how low so ever in the list of business might be 
its po.sition. Considering all these circumstances, is the Houw^ satis- 
fied with this expediency?' Surely not. In the circumstances, can we 
support an amendment which will take away all life and activity of 
the Council as a body P 

I am quite aware of the defects of the present procedure. It has 
caused many a disappointment and heart-burning to individual memlx;rs, 
but this must l)e admitted to its credit that it has never stood in the 
way of our discussing motions of really wide {niblic imfiortance. It 
has always been found that on such topics, several memWrs send in 
notices of resolutions, all dairaing first priority and one of them invari- 
ably secures a favourable position in the ballot thus bringing up the 
subject for the discussion of all. Sir, in our work in the Council, we 
must look to the interest of the public and not to ottf individual predi. 
lections. Whatever defects there might be in the i»«»ent system, it 
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has never prevented the Council as a body from serving our mother- 
land in her hour of need ; shoujLd we now change it in a way ^to 
a premium on our individual vanity 'at the cost of our motherland? If 
any of us be interested in a particular matter, is it not far better foW 
him to try to convince and prevail upon some of his colleagues here to 
take that up as well, instead of attaching too great an importance to 
his own personal self and claiming all credit as the mover of a particular 
resolution ? 

Perhaps it would be far better to leave the Standing Order as it is 
and re(iueHt the President to change the rules of deciding the priority 
of resolutions. Instead of leaving the decision of priority to the 
chance of a lottery, the Secretary, when forwarding the complete list 
of resolutions to the members, might ask them to specify the order in 
which they want to have them discussed and the final order of business 
might be settled on the result of the scrutiny of their specifications. 
This, to my mind, is a much simpler and more business-like method of 
determining the priority of resolutions. If, however, the House decides 
to make a change in the Standing Order on the lines suggested by 
Professor Mukherji, I would, as a last resort, re<iuest the House n^t 
to i>ass his juoixisal in foto and thus commit itself to a auicidal jxilicy 
of shutting out all motions of current jmblic im]>ortance. I would 
rather request the House to set apaid only one day in eac h session for 
the discussion of old and stale matters, the favourites of self-sufficient 
memliers. (Uauses (i) and (ii) of my amendment cover this suggestion 
of mine. Clause (Hi) refers to a quite distinct matter, I want to move 
that sejxarately. I want to omit these wtunls, because they unneces- 
sarily encroach upon a privilege of the House to refuse or grant which 
lies in the hands of the President alone. So it is not likely that this 
privilege would ever he abused and we should not take away that 
privilege from the House or that prerogative from the President. 

With these words I would like to move amendments (i) and (ii) first, 
and then (m), 

Mr. PRESIDENT : You had Ixdter move all three, Kumar Sahib. 
I will put (0 and (ii) first, and then (Hi) separately. 

Kuimir SHIB 8HEKHA1RE8WAR RAY: Very wall, Sir. 1 also 
move that. 

Bibli INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I beg to oppose the amendment 
suggested by Professor S. C. Mukherji. I opposed it in the Select Com- 
mittee, and I have this confidence in the House that their judgment 
will reverse the judgment of the Select Committee in this important 
matter. I have said all I had to say in my note of dissent, so I will 
just briefly touch a few points. 

Like my friend, loimar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, I am also one of 
the unfortunate members, who have had one resolution running on lor 
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more than three seasiona and have not yet had an opiwrtunity of moving 
it. But all the same, I think, Sir, that by ati'eptiiig the amendment 
of Professor S. C. Mukherji, you will be taking away one of the moat 
important privileges of this Council, and I iH)inted this out in my note 
of dissent. As already mentioned by the Kumar, it would have been 
absolutely imjwssible to discuss iin|>ortant resolutions like the Chand- 
pur aflfair, the Ibijshahi Jail affair, etc., if this amendment of Pro- 
fessor Mukherji had been in vogue during the ]>ust sessions of this 
Council. It is well known, Sir, that the proi>osal for an adjournment 
of the House, to which Professor Mukherji has given such imiH)rtanw, 
is a privilege which we do not enjoy so easily as many membt^rs scH^m to 
think. First of all, there is the |X'rmission of you, Sir, to be taken, 
and then there is the iK*rmissioii of His ETccellency the Governor to bt^ 
obtained, and we have found from practical exi)erience that it is not 
very easy to get an adjournment of the House even on a very im|)ortant 
matter. A.s I have {pointed out in my note of dissent (*ven in an adjourn- 
merit of the House, we get an opjHrrtunity to hear only a few members, 
because an adjournment debate is usually talked out in tw’r) hours. 
Then‘fore, I w'ould request the members of this House to nmieinlK^r that 
as during the last tw’o year^i, we have not failed to bring up matters of 
public importance in spite of the old rule, 1 do not think it is at all 
necessary to eliaiige that rule. 

Then, as regards the (luestion of the finality of the ballot, as a 
matter of fact the ballot is final, hut when w'e find that a very irntnir- 
tant res<dution has not liad a chance of getting a good place in the 
ballot, if the meraWrs who took ]»recedence in th(‘ ballot agreed to 
waive their juet'edence in favour' of more irniwrtant resolutions, and 
if you, Sir, and the Hon’hle the Member or Minister in charge had 
no objection, then, wdiy introduce this rule to take away this impfirtiini 
privilege from this Councils Take, for examjde, the (Mise of the 
lm|)eriul Police. Bahu Surendra Nath Mallik had a resolution; in the 
ballot that resolution w'as jdaced very low down and the members 
waived their right and the Hoit’hle the Member in (diarge, Sir Henry 
Wheeler, agreed, the resolution was taken up earlier and discussed, the 
effect was gfXMl, and this (\)uncil had an opportunity of giving its views 
in the matter. If the finality of the ballot were regarded like the 
laws of the Medes and the Persians, absolutely unalterable, then this 
important re.solution would have hardly had any chance of being discussed 
at all. 

There is also another privilege, that of extending the time of non- 
official business. We find that on days which have been fixed for 
official busines.s, even if there is time, no non-official business is taken 
up. If this privilege is extended, that is, if there is time on days fixed 
for official business, non-official business is allowed to be taken up, 
I am sure that almost all the first priority resolutions will be moved in 
the first session for which they are balloted. There will be no danger 
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of any first priority resolution lapsing for want of time. Therefore, I 
think, there is absolutely no necessity for accepting the amendment of 
Professor S. C. Mukherji. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr, A. Marr): 1 am afraid that neither Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray 
nor Babu Iridu Bhushan Dutta has been able to convince me that his view 
of this proposed amendment is correct. I am sure the amendment as 
proposed by Professor S. C. Mukherji will commend itself to the general 
bnding of this Council. There is a feeling that in the present circum- 
stances, a departure like this from the ordinaiy procedure would only 
be fair to the average private memlier. We have already had two instan- 
ces quoted in this House of a private inemlMU' going from session to session 
and not getting a chance of moving a resolution on a most important 
matter. I confess I cannot understand the Kumar’s difficulty as regards 
important resolutions such as he mentioned not being able to be reached 
under the new procedure. It apfK^ars to me that there is mucfi more 
chance of th(‘se im|K)rtant resolutions l)eing reached and I think that the 
(!arry-over pro]x)sed by Professor S. C. Mukherji should be accepte<l 
by this Council. 

In his original motion Professor S. 0. Mukherji put the onus of 
making tin* carry-over on the Legi.slative Department; this has been 
chang(‘d since and I tliink rightly. The onus should be on the member 
to intimate his desire of his resolution being carried on to the next 
Council. This will certainly save the Ivegislative Department a good 
deal of work and will ('ertainly cut down the printing bill under this 
head wliicli is iinieh higher than the membt‘rs of this Council realize. 

1 shall be able to give some figures later on. 

By his first two ameiuljnents the Kumar proj^ses to allot one day for 
the first i>riority resolutions in a single session; at first sight this looks 
rather Inirmless, but on closer insi>ection I think you will find that this 
WH>uld go against the main principle atHhe bottom of Professor Mukherji^s 
motion, that is, that the change he proposes will make it possible for 
any member in this Council to bring up at least one of his jiroposals 
for discussion within two sessions of the Council. Supposing 15 
priority' resolutions are carried over, left over from the previo<us session; 
under the Kumar’s suggestion all these 15 resolutions would have to 
Ih* discussed on one day. We all know that that is impossible. There- 
fore, under his suggestion, it would mean i>erhap8 discussing 7 or 8 of 
the 16 priority resolutions, and the remainder would not come up for 
discussion at all. I think Professor Mukherji will agree that this k 
against his basic principle. 

As regards the Kumar’s third amendment to omit the sentence, 
** the order of priority os settled by the ballot is final,*’ I think it most 
dangerous to do this. These words have been inserted in the interests 
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of ordinary' procedure and for the protection of minorities and I think 
I am right in saying that in all Parliamentary Indies the order of the 
ballot is final. This is of special im]X)rtance from the point of view of 
minorities. lict us a8.sume that this House is divided into two main 
parties, one of which is very (‘onsidcrably in the majority. If the onler 
of priority as settled by the ballot can be interfered with, what is going 
to happen to all the resolution.s put by the minority? Evor>’ one will be 
squeeeed out, because the majority will move that a t^ertain one of their 
resolutions be brought forward. If the Prt*sident accepts tlmt, it is 
bound to he carried, and if this pnx'edure is relocated and all the days of 
the session are filled up, no resolutions of the minority can come up at 
all. Therefore I would strongly urge that this sentonw? lelainiMl. 
It is correct that the procedure of the ballot at present is in your hands, 
Sir, but still I think it will strengthen your hands if 'this sentence be 
retained. Therefoi-e. I would urge strongly that the amendment pro- 
posed by Professor Mukherji he accepted by the Houst‘. 

Motions (0 and (n) of Kumar Shib Shekhai'eswar Ray were then 
put and a division taken with the following result 


AYfcS. 


■arms. Rtl talUb eanehmnta. 
diaudhurl, tabu Klibarl Maban. 

Ovtta, tabu tnbu thualian. 

Ultra, Ral labatfiir Mabaiiifa Obaadra* 


I Maitra, Dr. Jatintfra Nath. 
Mukharjl, labu latUh Obanara. 
bay, Kumar Ibib thaiiharatwar. 

! tarliar, tabu Rtabmira Natb. 


NOES. 


Aful, Nawabuda K. M.. Khan ■KSatfur. 
Ahmad, Khan lahadiir Mauhrl Emaduddln. 
Ahmad, Khan iahadur Mauhrl Wathnuddln. 
■anarjaa, tha Man’bla Hr turandra Math. 
•Irlay, Mr L. 

Data, Mr. I. M. 

Oaray, Mr. W. L. 

Daa, Mr. 1. R. 

Da, Ral Sahadur Eanindralal. 

Oaara, Majar^aral t. M. 

Daa. Mr 0. C* 

DanaM, tha Han’bta Mr. 4. 

Oanavan, Mr. 4, T. 

Farrtttar, Mr. 4. CampbaR. 

Qaada, Mr. 1. W. 

Mamalt, Mr. W. W. 

Muntlnffard, Mr. C. T. 

Kban, Mauhrl Mamld^ud^ln. 

Um. Mr, A 


Maharajadhlraja lahadur at iurdwan, 
tha Han'bit tha. 

Mallllt, Dabu turandra Nath. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MeAipIn, Mr. M. 0. 

Mlttar, tha Han'bla Mr. b. 0. 

Muhharll, brafmaar I. 0. 
bablowan, Mauhrl Md. Abdul dubbar. 
brantlea, Mr. W. S. R. 

Rahim, tha Han'bla Hr Abd-ur*. 

Rauf, Mauhrl thah Abdur. 

Ray, Sabu turandra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. 4, N. 
thhwiar, Mr. H. E. 
ttarb, Mr. H. A. 

ttaphanaan, tba Han'bla Mr. H. L. 
tbbravardy, Or. fk 
I Vllllara, Mr. F. E. E. 


The Ayes being 8 and the Noes 37, the motions were lost. 

Motion (Hi) of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray was then put and 
lost. 
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The original motion of Professor S. C. Mukherji was then put and 
a division taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


Afzai) Nawabtada K. M., Ktian Bahadur. 
Ahmtd, Khan Bahadur Mauhrl Watlmuddln 
Ahmad, Maulvl Rail Uddin. 

Bom, Mr. I. M. 

Oat, Mr. B. R. 

Do, Rat Bahadur Fanindratal. 

Ooaro, Major>Ctnoral B. H. 

Donovan, Mr. 4. T. 

Ferrottor, Mr. 4. Campboll. 

Good#, Mr. I. W. 

Hornoll, Mr. W. W. 

Lang. Mr. 4. 


Marr, Mr. A. 

MoAlpin, Mr. M. C. 

MukhorJI, Frofettor t. C. 

Frontioo, Mr. W. D. R. 

Ray, Babu iurondra Nath. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kfchaunith 
Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. C. N. 

Roy, Mr. 4. N. 

Stark, Mr. N. A. 

Vllllort, Mr. F. E. E. 


NOES. 


Ahmod, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Emaduddin. 
Aley, Mr. S. Mahboob. 

Barma, Ral Sahib Fanohanan. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Kithorl Mohan. 

Outta, Babu Indu Bhuthan. 

Khan, Maulvl Hamid‘Ud*dln. 

MaUlk, Babu Surondra Nath. 


Mitra, Ral Bahadur Mahondra Chandra. 
Moltra. Dr. 4atlndra Nath. 

Pahlowan, Maulvl Md. Abdul 4ubbar. 

Rauf, Maulvl Shah Abdur. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shokharotwar. 

Roy, Raja Manlloll Singh. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Hutoyn Shaheod. 


The Ayes l>eing 22 and the Noes 14, the motion was carried. 


Amendment of Standing Order 7(2) [Section 20(2)]. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next motion is purely consequential. T 
do not think you will make a 8j)ee(;h on it, Professor Mukherji. 

Professor S. C. MUKHERJI: No, Sir, I will only move it. 

« 

I move that after the words “ from time to time ” in Standing 
Order 7(2) [Section 20(2)], the following shall be added, viz , — 

“ except as provided in sub-sectioh (1) of Standing Order 6.** 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Profiosed smendment of Standing Order 24(2) [Section S4]. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Shah Sahib, you can only ask for leave to with- 
draw this motion, and no sjieech will be required. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ then asked for leave to withdraw the 
following motion, namely: — 

** In sub-clause (2) of Standing Order 24, for the word ' fifteen ’ 
the word **ten * shall be substituted.^^ 

Leave being given, the motion was withdrawn. 
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Prafaiaor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I move that at the eiui of Standing 
Order 12 [Section 24], the following shall be added, vi*. — 

“ provided also that no member shall, unless ho has obtained the 
special permission of the President, be jx^rmitted to send 
in notice of mom than twelve (luestions during one session 
of the Council, exclusive of any questions that may have 
been jxwtponed for reply from a previous session.” 

I do not wish to make any speech on this Ikh uuso already ihe Dejmty- 
President and one of the members have six>ken regarding this (piestion. 
It is far from my mind to propose anything which wilt mean <’urtniling 
the privilege of any member of this llous<\ My only object in pio- 
posing this is simply that that privilege is not abus<xl. We have 
already heard that in this very session over 500 questions have I)een 
asked and out of this total numlx^r, one meml>er alone has sent in 
notice of (piestions. If questions are asked at this rate and if 
this is to Ih? the way in which \ve are going to exercitw* our jnivilego 
or prerogative, the result will be that the (lovernment will have only one 
thing to do, and that is to answer questions only. The object is to 
ask irajwrtant (juestions, to elicit information on public (piestions — 
questions that are agitating the minds of the iK^ople and (piestions 
which will contribute towards the development of the country as a 
whole. If we simply look at the questions that have Ixxm asked I 
think I can say without any fear of (‘ontradlction that some of thorn are 
most unirajiortant, insignifiaint, and trivial. Any question of any kind 
that may liave occurred to a iiumiber has lieen asked in this Council and 
the Government has been obliged — has lx»en driven to answer that such 
questions will not serve any useful purpose. We are talking of retrench- 
ment. My esteemed friend, Mr. Mallik, is our great champion — our 
advocate in the matter of retrenchment. Take alom* the question of 
expenditure over these (piestions. We are recklessly wasting the 
money of the jxior taxpayer, I feel we are not doing our duty in this 
matter. The proposition I have moved will give every memlx^r an 
opportunity of sending in 12 questions and even under this, all import- 
ant questions can be asked if members will kindly exercise some dis- 
cretion in the matter. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that in the proposed amend- 
ment of Standing Order 12 [Section 24]. 

(i) for the words ” no member ” the words not more than twelve 
valid questions of any one member ” be substituted; 

(it) for the words “ send in notice of more than twelve questions ” 
the words ** be taken up " be substituted ; and 



128 


AMENDMENT OF STANDING ORDERS. 


[24th Jak. 


(in) the following be added at the end, namely, — 

Provided that he will be permitted to send in any number 
of questions, but after any twelve of them are 
accejyted as valid, no notice need be taken of his 
remaining questions.’’ 

He spoke in Bengali. The translation of his speech is as follows : — 

It is jjast seven o’clock. If I am to move my motion, I cannot help 
doing so without saying a few words. We have come to work here, 
so if we send in noti(^es of a large number of questions, no blame can 
be assigned to us. We do so l)ecau8e we feel bound to do so. I do not 
think, Sir, it will be fjiir and reasonable to deprive us of the privilege 
hitherto granted to, and enjoyed by, us. 

It is stated in Professor Mukherji’s amendment that no member shall 
be j)ennitted to send in notice of more than 12 questions during one session 
of the Council. My pi(>|K)sal is that we should be allowed to send in 
notices of more tlian 12 questions of which 12 in all should be admitted, 
and no action need be taken of the remaining questions if altogether 12 
of the whole lot are allowed. It is no wonder that men like me, a simple 
villager, might not grasp the real significance of the question and reso- 
lution rules, and exceed tlie restrictions imi)osed thereunder. There 
ore men, men of keen acumen and sound learning, barristers and 
pleaders, who adorn this House, and who may also go astray from these 
question rules. The other day a (juestion regarding Babu Jababan- 
dhu Ghose was disallowed by the Legislative Department on the ground 
that it relates to a matter w’hich is not within the ])rimarv concern of 
the local Government. I come to know, Sir, that the matter has since 
been within the comi>etence of the loc^il Government. Be that as it may, 
it is not ini|K>ssible that some questions may be disallowed amongst 
the 12 (|uestion8 only now jft oposed to be sent in to the Tjegislative Depart- 
ment. On some such grounds I would, therefore, urge, as an alter- 
native proposal, that if the first 12 questions are admitted, the rest 
may l>e disallowed. 

• I hope the members would very carefully consider my proposal, and 
when our hands tvre being tied in this respect, I would ask you, with 
all the ^eaniestness I can command, to maintain the dignity of the 
Bengal Legislative Council by accepting my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : I cannot permit you to make two or three speeches 
on the different parts of your amendment. One speech will suffice. 
Have you referred to all different parts of your amendment in your 
si)eech ? 

The Shah Sahib intimated that he had done so. 

Mr. A. MARR: I rise to support very strongly the amendment of 
Professor Mukherji. I am quite sure it will commend itself to every 
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one in tliis House. I doubt if members of this Council realise what a 
burden is put upon Government officers and what time is wasted in 
answering the large numl)er of questions sent in every session. As 
Professor Mukherji has pointed out, many of these questions are of 
trivial character and a large number of them could easily have l>een 
answered if the questioner had consulted the ordinary books of reference. 
Members may be under the impression that, if they are limited to 
12 questions in a session, their i>re8ent privileges will be stuiously 
curtailed. I should just like to trouble the C-oumil with some figun's 
to show that this is not the case. The total nunilx^r of notices of (jues- 
tions up to date since the Reform Council Ix^gan is 3,242. If 12 had 
been the maximum number, as proiK>8ed by Professor Mukherji, from 
the very l)egiiiuing, the number of (luestions that would have Wn 
disallowed as in excess would have l)een 636, of which 641 would have 
been contributed by five members only. Of these five memWrs, one 
member — I need not mention names — would have been resiwnsible for 
408 questions out of the 641 in excess. Twenty-one members altogether 
would have come under the effect of this rule, but in the case of no 
member, excei>t the five whom I have mentioned, would disallowance 
have been extended in regard to more than nine tjuestions in all. 
Therefore, I venture to think that this is not a serious curtailment of 
the privileges enjoyed by members. 

I might also mention that owing to the printing of this one raemlxT’s 
excess questions we have had to incur Rs. 3,910 as printing charges 
and also Rs. 724 for his resolutions. In moving his amendment I Ixdieve 
the Shah Sahib is under a misapprehension. I think that, if he care- 
fully goes through his own amendments, he will find tliat, if they are 
earned, they will have altogether a different effect. If they are carried, 
what would happen ? The Shah Sahib would put in 200 (juestions. The 
Ix 5 gislative Dei)artraent would carefully go through these 200 questions 
and pick out 12 of the Wsl imix>rtant and most harmbvis among tliein 
and send them to the departments and the rest would go by the Ixxird. 
That certainly is not his desire. 

Before I sit down I should like to mention that the Retrenchment 
Committee has made a suggestion regarding the manner in which ques- 
tions are to be dealt with 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order! order! Any discussion as to the merits 
of the particular proposals contained in the Report of the Retrenchment 
Committee, in so far as they involve interference with tlie President’s 
authority to decide on the admissibility or otherwise of questions, is 
altogether out of order and the Council have no jwwer to consider it. 
The attention of members is drawn particularly to rule 15 ( 1 ) whi(;h 
states that — 

The President shall decide kll points of order which may arise, 
and his decision shall be final.” 
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The admissibility of a question is essentially a point of order. Any 
sugpfestion, therefore, which takes away or interferes with those powers 
is ultra vires of this rule. When I add that the rules of the Bengal 
T^egislative Council are not, under section 129 A of the Government 
of India Act, subject to repeal or alteration by the local Legislature, 
I trust that members will understand that any discussion in regard to 
the matter is inadmissible. 

Bibu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I ask a question. Sir? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order! order! ITiere can be no questioning of 
ray ruling. I think my meaning is perfectly clear. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I am not questioning your 
ruling, Sir, but I wanted to know whether a question w'hich is sub- 
divided into clauses — say ia to f ) — will be considered one question or so 
many different questions. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: A question can bo so divided if the member is 
sufficiently ingenuous. 

BM»U INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I would like to say one word 
about this. Before the members vote on this resolution I should like 
to jwint out to this Council that it is a great pity that simjdy because 
one particular member has abused his power, we are going to withdraw 
one of the most valued privileges of this Council. By the manner of 
answers, that was given to-day in answer to questions put by this 
particular member, it is ai^rent that both the Ivegislative Department 
and the Government know how to treat his trivial questions. In view 
of this fact, I think it would be really a great pity, if we have to lose 
this very valued privilege. I hope till? members will kindly consider 
this point. I think nolwdy has dared to say that any of the 139 
merabei*s of this Council, except this particular member, has abused 
his powers. Simply because of the fact that one particular member has 
abused t1ie powers, it is no reason why all the other members should be 
deprived of this privilege. 

Parts (f) and (it) of Shah Syed Emdadul Haq’s amendment were 
then put and lost. 

Part (in) of Shah Syed Emdadul Haq’s amendment was then put 
and lost. 

The original motion of Professor S. C. Mukherji was then put and 
agreed to. 
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AimndiMiit of Stmliiig Ordor 63 [Seotion 70]. 

Profosior 8. C. MUKHERJI: I more that after Standing Order 
63 [Section 70], the following shall be added, vi*. — 

“ provided also that no member shall, unless he has obtaintMl the 
special permission of the President, be permitted to send 
in notice of more than three resolutions during one session of 
the Council, exclusive of any resolution carried over under 
the provisions of Standing Orded 6." 

As the underlying principles are the same, Sir, I do not make any 
further speech. I simply move it. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that in the^proposed amend- 
ment of Standing Order 63 [Section 70], 

(t) for the words “ no memlwr ” the words “ not more than three 
valid resolutions of any one meml)er be substituted; 

(ij) for the words ‘‘ send in notice of more than three resolutions ” 
the words be taken up " be substituted ; and 
(t/V) at the end of the proviso the following l>e added, namely, — 
** Provided also that he will l>e permitted to send in any 
number of resolutions, but after any three of Ihese 
are accepted as valid, no notice need be taken of 
his remaining resolutions." 

He spoke in Bengali in supjwrt of his amendment. The translation 
of his speech is as follows : — 

I would move this motion although I have seen the fate of my motion 
in regard to the question. The non-official business of this Council 
is gradually being restricted, and therefore, in every session almost the 
majority of the resolutions lapse, and the result is that we have to send 
in notices of those lapsed resolutions afresh for a future session of the 
Council. The number of resolutions eventually automatically increases. 

Sir, no limitations are imposed either in the Council of State or the 
liOgislative A.ssembly, or in any local TiOgislative Council. The Bengal 
Council have taken the lead in this direction. I realisse, Sir, that a 
considerable amount of time and labour is necessary in dealing with 
questions, but so far as resolutions are concerned, I do not think that 
Government are overworked in any way. I do not think also that it 
will reflect much credit on the Bengal Legislative Council, if the privi- 
lege which we, the members, have hitherto enjoyed is not granted in 
future. We have seen that resolutions have been disallowed in the 
past — ^nearly the bulk of them have been disallowed — end if even the 
three resolutions are not allowed on grounds which may not be consis- 
tent with the Rules and Standing Orders, I fail to understand, Sir, what 
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on earth the members have got to come here for except to ^ under the 
electric fans for nothing. 

Parts (i) and (it) of Shah Syed Emdadul Haq's amendment were 
then put and lost. 

Part (iti) was then put and lost. 

The original motion of Professor S. C. Mukherji was then put and 
agreed to. 

Adjoummeffit. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 f.m. on Thursday, the 25th 
January, 1923, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



otissnoNs, 




Pmmrn^ •! tilt nmgiA LigMitivt Oomioil mumkM 
INWittani of the Govortimoiil of linKo Aot. 



Thi Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Thureday, the 25th January, 192J, at 3 r.ii. 


Pnsoiit: 

The Hon’ble the President in the ('hair, the four Hon'ble Members 
of the Executive ('ouncil, the three Iloirble Ministers, and 101 nomin- 
ated and elected members. 


SUrrod Questiono 

(to which oral answort ware giwon). 

Buikflinga at Hizii diotriot. 

*XII. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQs (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Minister in chargee of the Deiwrtraent of Public Works be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the names and numbers of the public buildings which have been 
completed at the headquarters of the proiosed Hisli district; 
(n) the object with which each of them has been constructed; 
(in) the approximate cost incurred on each of them; 

(iv) the measurement of, and the approximate cost on, the tank 

which has been excavated opposite the Colleotorate building 
at the said headquarters ? 

(h) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
etatement showing — 

(») the names of the buildings which are in course of construction 
now; 

(li) the names of the buildings which will be taken up, or which it 
is proposed to take up during the financial year 1922-23; 
(m) the approximate cost of those buildings; 

(tr) the number of roads constructed there as yet, together with the 
cost incurred on each ; and 

(v) ibo number of buildings which are (/) ocoupied and 

unoocupiedF ^ 



QUESmoSi:^’ . 

'' ' * . wsisbIb!' ' 

MINUTER in 0lWi«* nf DEPARTMENT of PUrSto WORNf 
(the HMi'bto the Hamb Eaiykl Nwnb Ali Ghnw^t Khan Rahadur)! 

(a) (t) A list showing the buildings completed is attached. 

(m) and (til) The information has been given in the statement 
above. 

(iv) The measuremeiitfl of the tank near the CoUectorate ar^ 
325' X 300' X 7'^ (average depth) ; the cost is Rs. 5,792. 

(5) (i) There are no buildings under construction at present. 

(n) None. 

{Hi) The question does not arise. 

(tv) The principal rood of a length of about 11,180 r. ft. has been 
constructed at a cost of Its. 38,769. 

(v) (i)5;(2) 40. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (?) of starred question 
No. X7I showing the number of buildings completed at the 
headquarters of the proposed Hizli district, 

1. Circuit House. — For the accommodation of superior officers on 

tour at the headquarters of the proposed district. Approxi- 
mate cost Rs. 42,806. Building completed with its subsidi- 
ary buildings, viz., kitchen, servants’ quarters and stable, 
sweepers’ shed and servants’ latrine. 

2. Dak Bungalow. — lor the accommodation of travellers at the 

headquarters of the proiwsed district. Approximate cost 
Rs 35,005. Building completed with its subsidiary build- 
ings, viz., selVants’ quarters, etc., stall, kitchen, sweepers* 
house, khaiisamu’s house and servants’ latrine. 

3. CoUectorate. — For the Collector’s kutcherry. Ap^iroximate 

cost Rs. 6,60,387 (including Rs. 24,566 for furniture and 
punkhas supplied). Building completed with its subsidiary 
buildings, viz,, covered |w\ssage, treasury and guard house, 
' cookshed for guards, godown, tiffin rooms for clerks, and 
latrine; w'itness shed started but not completed finally. 

4. Deputy Magistmte’s Residence No. I. — For the accommodation 

of Deputy Magistrates. Approximate cost Rs. 15,946. 
Buildings completed with their sub-buildings, viz., kitchen, 
servant-6* room and stable, latrine and compound wall. 

5. Deputy Magistrate’s residence No. II.— Approximate coet 

Rs. 15,910. Buildings completed with their sub-buildings, 
viz., kitchen, servants* room and stable, latrine and com- 
pouhd wall. 
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7. Deputy Superintendent of Police^s residence. — For tlie acoom- 

modation of the Deputy Superintendent of Police. Approxi« 
mate cost Rs. 17,942. Building completed with its 
subsidiary buildings, vi*., kitchen, servants* quarters, stable 
and latrine. 

8. Munsif’s residence No. I. — For the accommodation of Munsifs* 

Approximate cost Rs. 10,906. Buildings comjdeted with 
their subsidiary buildings, viz., kitchen and servants* quar- 
ters, latrine and com|K>und wall. 

9. Munsifs residence No. II. — For the accommodation of Munsifs. 

Apiproximate cost Rs. 10,937. Buildings com]ileted with 
their subsidiary buildings, viz., kitchen and servants* quar- 
ters, latrine and compound wall. 

10. Sub-Deputy Magi8trate*s residence. — For the accommodation of 

a Sub-Deputy Magistrate. Approximate cost Rs. 11,538. 
Building completed with its subsidiary buildings, vis., 
covered passage, kitchen and servants* room, latrine and com- 
pound wall. 

11. Excise Inspector’s residence. — For the accommodation of an 

Inspector of Excise. Approximate cost Rs. 11,341. Build- 
ing completed with its subsidiary buildings, viz., covered 
passage, kitchen and servants’ room, latrine and compound 
wall. 

12. Reserve Police lines, {a) European Sergeants* quarters.— For 

the accommodation of the Euroi)ean Sergeants of the Resom 
Police lines, Api)roxiinate cost Rs. 9,167 (excluding out- 
houses). Out-houses (kitchen, servants* quarters and stable) 
built at a cost of Rs. 2,078, but not completed yet. 

(5) European Inspector*s quarters,— For the accommodation of the 
European Inspector. Approximate cost Rs. 9,322 (exclud- 
ing out-bouses). Out-bouses (kitchen, servants* quarters and 
stable) built at a cost of Rs. 2,031, but not completed yet. 

(c) Four Sub-Inspectors* quarters.— For the accommodation of the 
Sub-Inspector of Police. Approximate cost Rs. 22,327. Two 
sets of quarters with accpmmodation for 4 Sub-Ingpeetors in 
each completed with subsidiary Twildings, via., kitchein, 
Mfrants* quarters, etc., staU, latrine and compound wall. 


Deputy Magistiate’e residence No. IH.— A.p|Muxjiitate 
Rs. 15,968. Buildings completed with dieir sub-huildingat 
vis., kitchen, servants’ room and stable, latrine and oom* 
pound waU. 


f A. 
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(d) Two Bachelor Sub-Inspectors^ quarters. — ^For the accommoda- 
tion of the Bachelor Sub-Inspectors of Police. Approxi- 
mate cost Rs. 8,814. One set of quarters with accommoda- 
^tioii for 2 Sub-TnH|)ectorH completed with subsidiary buildings, 
viz., kitchen, servants’ (piarters and stall and latrine. 

(e) Eight Head (^mstables’ quarters. — For the accommodation of 

the 8 Head (Constables. Approximate cost Hs. 17,171. Four 
sets of (|uarterM witli accommodation for 2 Head CConstabliss 
in each comi>leted with subsidiary buildings, viz., kitchen, 
latrine and compound w'all. 

(f) Sub-Assistant Surgeon’s (piarters. — For the accommo<lation of 

the Sub-Assistdf|tt Surgeon, Police lines. Approximate cost 
Its. 5,852. (Complet<‘d witli its .subsidiary buildings, viz., 
kitchen, .servants’ liou.se, latrine and comismtid Wall. 

(//) Reserve office and guard room.— Fru* the office in the reserve 
jxdice lines, Approxiinat(‘ ecKst Rs. 11,071. 

(A) C’ookshed attached to Fonstahles’ barrack. — h’or the cooking 
accommodation of the constables of the R(\scrve Police force. 
Approximate cost Rs. 11 ,942. 

(Irand total — Rs. 9,44,452. 


Population in Bengal, 

*XIII. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in cliarg(‘ of ibe IhqMirtment of Revenue (Jurisdiction) be 
pleased to lay on the table a stalement .showing — 

(i) the population in Bengal ami their classification arcording to 

their different faiths*in the y(*ars 1872, 1881, 1901, 1911 and 
1921, resiH'ctively ; and 

(ii) their birth and death rates during each of these decades? 

(h) Is it a fact that during the last fifty years there has been an 
increase of tifty-six laklis of Muhammadans over the increase amongst 
the Hindus in^ Ben gal ? 

(c) If not, W’ill the lloirble the MemlH*r be pleased to state the 
actual increase in the numl)ev of- Muhammadans in the province during 
the said i)eriod P 

MEMBER in charge od DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JURIS- 
DICTION] (the Hon’blo Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (a) (i) A statement is 
placed on the table. 

(ii) The information is not available. 

(h) and (c) The member is referred to the statement laid on the 
table. 
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iUatemmt referred to in Ua reply to dameit (?*) (»), (/>) and (c) of 
starred question No. Xill. 

HESGAL 


— 

mi. 

1911. 

IMI. 

]891 

imi. 1 

1 

1871. 

Hlixlti 

r0 8i>9.UM 

80,9 1.',.!?'.* 

«<), 1.^2,961 

10,974.574 
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17,0(1.(18 
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116,(06 1 

193.6i( 

1((,I06 

64.8.»1 

OUien 

3S.31I 

16,<4l 

IO,Kh4 j 

16,948 

10.892 ' 

1 ^ ! 

244.660 

Tottil 

47,09'.Mti2 

46,305,170 

41.MH1.8&BI j 
1 

3t»,80(,(J7 

37.014,621 1 

#4. 87,003* 


* The rt‘]l(f(oD <| •inilM of < in (Vrch JkliKi riiid in Doonrit of Jnljmlgtiri) nrr nut iivaitAble. 


Polioe search of the Pabfia District Congress Committee offloe 
and houses of Congress leaders. 

*XIV. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: {a) Will ihv lion ble the 
in ( liarprt* of tin* I’olice J)('|>aitiiient be pleuned to state whether 
it irt a fact that on the ^w^Gth July, the Pahna J^olice heathn] by the 

Deputy Suj)erint<‘n(h‘nt of lh)lic(* and other Police ofhceiH siinultaneously 
searched the office of the Paluia District Poii^ress (Wiinitt(*e and houses 
of Babii Kuniiid Nath Sarkar, M.t., LL.n., l^esident, District Congress 
Coniinittee, Jhibna, Jogesh (!handra Basu, Photographer, (h)ngreHS 
Worker Balm Provash Cliandra Duhiri and of Kuviraj Jhonioda Kishore 
Basil of Pabna town ? 

(h) Under what sectifms of what laws and on what mateiials were 
those warrants issued Who signed them an<l on what date or dates 
were they signed ^ 

(c) On whose information or initiative were those warrants issued? 
Will the Hon’ble the Meinln'r 1 h* jdeased to lay on the table a copy of 
the report or information or (orrwpondence, if any, which leil to the 
issue of those warrants? 

(d) Is it a fact that these warrants were issued to overawe the Pabna 
District Congrc*ss Committee and its workers in order to prevent the 
apprehended hartal in the town at the time of the ensuing visit of His 
Excellency the Governor to the town of Pabna? 

(s) Is it a fact that these warmnts were issutMl on the initiative of the 
Superintendent of Police and signed by the District Magistrate of Pabna? 

(/) For what purjose were these searches undertaken? 

(ff) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that two letters written by 
me to Babn Kumud Nath Sarkar have been seised by the Police from 
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Wfl house, and will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the 
table the contents of those letters? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to prevent' in future the recurrence of such seizures of private letter# 
written by members of the Legislative Oouncil ? 

(i) Is it a fact that three (copies of the resolution passed at a meet- ' 
ing of the rate-iniyers of the Pabna municiiwlity held at the Town Uall 
of Pabna on the 25th June, 1922, and a coi>y of the proceedings of which 
has been sent to the Private Secretary to His Excellency the Governor 
has been seized from the house of Babu Kumud Nath Sarkar who 
happtms to be the Secretary of the Rate-payers’ Association, Pabna? 

(j) Is it a fact that tlie Ihibna Rate-payers’ Association is a duly 
constituted body recognized by the (’oinmissioner of the Rajshahi 
division, District Magistrate of Pa])na and the Cluiirman of the Pabna 
municipality ? 

(k) Will the ITon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a r 
copy of the resolution seized from that house? 

(l) Will the Hon’ble the MemlK*r be pleased to state the reasons 
why the copies of the n'solutioiis inissed by the rate-payers at a public 
meeting were taken away by the PolitH'? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mfi Hi Li Stephenson): (a) Yes, with the exception of the house of 
Kaviraj Prommla Kishore Rasu. 

(h), (c) and (c) The warrants w'ere issued under section 96 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code and were signed by the District Magistrate 
on the 26th July, 1922. Tliey were issued on the basis of confidential 
information furnished to the Magistrate. 

(d) No. 

(/) In connection with a i)olice inquiry. 

(ff) One postcurd so addressed was seizc‘d, a translation of which is 
laid on the table. 

(h) No. 

(t) Yes. 

(;■) No. ' 

(k) A translation is laid on the table. 

(/) They wbre considered necessary for the purpose of the inquiry 
by the officers conducting the search. 

Translation of the postcard referred to in the reply to clause (g) of 
starred question No. XIV. 

Sir, — Many of the questions you desired (to be put) have come back 
disallowed. The resolution about Shalanga has in' this way been dealt 
with. But in another form (a question about) an inquiry committee 
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liae been printed. There is a good deal to say and many things to 
talk about. I trust you will l)e sure to nuM»t me at Calcutta on the 
3rd July. 


Translation of the resolutions referred to In the reply to elause (h) of 
starred question .Vo. XJW 

1. That the rate-payers of this Palma nui!ii('i[vi\lity assembled at 
public meeting resolve, that this meeting cherishes no feelings of hatred 
against His Ev'ellencv Lord Lytton, the Governor of Bengal^ neither 
does it want to show him any di.sres|H‘ct. But that jus a protest against 
the conduct of the pilice in shooting live men to death and wounding 
several others at Shalanga Hat, and against the repressive pdicy being 
vigorously })ursued by (lovcrnment as before in spile of the resolutions 
adopted by the Imliaii National Congn‘ss Working ('ommittn' at their 
Bardoli imvting with the object of bringing p'uce, as is particularly 
evidenced by tlie imprisonment of the iK*aceful Mahatma Handhi, this 
meeting does not hold it pKtpM* to present any address to the (Jovernor 
of Bengal on the occasion of his visit to I’abnu. 

2. That copies of the foregoing rescdution 1 h* sent to the Commis- 
sioners of Pabna munici])ality and that tliey 1 h' informed that if they 
present any address in d<*fiance of tlie foregoing resolution it will not Ixi 
accepted as incurring the views of the rat e-jKi vers other than those of 
the Commissioner who get u]> the reeejdion. 

3. That (he ('liiiirman of the l^abna muni(‘ii>ality Ih^ requested that 
he should ascertain from the Advocat(*-(ieneral from what months the 
“ Year ” mentioned in the Municipil Election Buies commences. 

4. That the Chairman of the ]*abna municij>ali(y be napiesied that 
he should obtain the opinion of the AdviHute-Ceneral whether the 
general elections from ward N(». 2 which will come off on the 2nd August 
next are a cxmtinuation of the general elections on the 5th I>(‘cemlM.‘r, 
1921, or whether they constitute a sejjarato now’ election. 

Culverts in the district board roads and railway lines in 
North Bengal. 

•XV. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI; {a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Dejwrtment of Loral Self-Government he pleased to 
state whether it is in the contemplation of the Gov(‘rnment to increase 
the number of culverts in the district board roads and the railway lines 
in North Bengal where obstruction to drainage of water exists in order 
to eradicate malaria? 

(6) Is it a fact that such obstruction exists in the flooded areas? 

(c) Will the Hon’blejthe Minister be pleased to state whether 
OoTemment hove any information as to whether any interference has 
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been caused to the natural drainage of water by the district board roads 
and the railway lines in the affected ixu*ts of the districts of Bajshahi, 
Bogra and Pabna? 

(fl) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
nuTnlK?r of culverts in the railway line from Sara to Santahar was the 
same in the old narrow gauge line as in the present broad gauge line? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the number 
and size of such culverts in the Sara-Sirajganj and Sara-Santahar lines? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of I^OCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Suremfra Nath Banerjea): (a), (d) and 
(e) The member is referred to the reply given to unstarred question 
No. 121 on the subject asked by Shah Syed Emdadul Haq at this meeting. 

(h) and (c) Government have no information in respect of district 
board roads. 


Calcutta University defloit and Government grant. 

^XV^A. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will Ihe Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the l)ej)aHment of Education be pleased to state — 
(t) whether it is a fact Unit the Senate of Ihe C’alcutta University 
has refused to acc<qd the grant of Ks. 2J lakhs made to the 
University by the Government; 

(«) whether it is a fact that the total deficit of the University was 
five lakhs and foi't\ -three thousand rupees; 

(tit) whether it is a fact that the grant w'as made to enable the 
University to meet ajKution of the deficit; 

(ii;) why did Government give a grunt of lls. 2A lakhs to meet a 
deficit of five lakhs and (aid ; 

(v) were there any conditions mentioned at the time of the grant 
in the Bengal Legislative Council; 

(i?i) if not, why were tlu* conditions imposed afterwards; 

(t’u) on what basis and for what reasons did the Government come 
to the ooncliisiou that the financial management of the Uni- 
versity was far from satisfactory; 

(rin) was the charge mentioned in (rit) above founded upon tbe 
rejiort of the Accountant-General of Bengal; 

(i\r) if so, what j>ortion of the re|K>rt supports this charge; 

(,f) whether it is a fact that the charge of financiivl mismanagement 
against the University was made by the Government befoi^ 
the Senate had hud an opiK>rtuiiity of reading the report of 
the Accountant-General or of meeting- the criticisms which 
had been advanced by that officer against the UniTeraSyc^ 
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(m) whether it is a fcw’t tliat the newspa|)er8, iiicludiug the 

published the Goveriimeul letter and Aceountant-Geueral'e 
letter ])efore the Senate could meet to consider them; 

{xii) whether it is a fact that the article headed “ Bankrupt Uni- 
versity ” in the Timei educational supplement was circulated 
to the newspajKjrs of Bengal ; and 

(xiii) what action are the (loveniment taking to deal with the present 
deadlock ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tha 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (/) Yes. 

(n) The total defif it at the end of June, 1922, was Us. 7,02,750, hut 
if the Aecountant-Generars suggestion.s for utilizing some jmrtions of 
the earmarked funds In* accep((‘d, the deficit would Ik* Us. 5^42, 75J1. The 
actual liability ( outstanding demand), apart from i‘i»st oral ion of funds 
already diverted for purjKhses other than those for whic h such funds were 
originally intended, was Us. 2,97,402 on the said date. 

{Hi) Yes. 

(/r) Government providtHl only for U.s. 2J laklns as that sum w*ould 
wipe out the hulk of the out.Hlanding d(‘l>t of Its. 2,97,402 and also because 
they could not, in view <d‘ other demands for educational pur[K>seR, s|mre 
more during the present year, but they intimated to ilie University that, 
subject to certain contingencies, they would he jirepared to ask the 
Legislative Council to vote another grant next year to jdace the finances 
of the University on a sati.sfactory basis. 

(r) and (?*/) The grant of Us. 2.50,000 wa.s voted hy the Council 
on an assurance being given by the Minister in charge of Kducation that 
the financial condition of I he Univer.sity would he placed lefore Govern- 
ment and that the Account officers were about to make certain sugges- 
tions with regard to it.s finances. Shortly afterwards a reiHUt was 
received from the Accountant-General wdiich revealed the fact that the 
financial administration of the University was in an unsatisfactory 
condition and made (<‘rtain recommendations for its improvement. On 
considering this report, Government felt that they would not be justi- 
fied in handing over the grunt until an assurance? was received from 
the University that the recominendatious of the Accountant-General 
would be carried out and certain conditions laid down by Government 
accepted. 

(vii) to (i>) The letters of the Accountant-General dated the 24th 
July, 1922, and the Hrd January, 1923, copies of which are placed on 
the Library table, will answer these questions. 

(j) Yes, but the present and ilie past reports of the Accountant- 
■Qeneral made it abundantly clear that the finam'ial administration ol 
the University was unsatisfactory. 
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(a;i) Government have no knowledge. 

(m) The Publicity Officer circulated the article to certain news- 
papers for tlieir infonnation. 

(jm) The matter is under conHideration. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Racial distinctions in Jails. 

109. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (c) Will the Hon bio the 

Meml>er in clnirge of the ])ej>artnH*nt of Kevtoiue (Jailn) be pleased to 
state whether he is aware that all ikmsoiks except Indians are classed as 
Euroi)eHnH in the jails of this Presidency and are ac(‘orded sf)ecial treat- 
ment? 

(h) If HO, wliat is the law, rule or basic })rinciplc according to which 
they are so classed ? 

(c) Are tli(‘ (iovernment considering the desirability of abolishing 
these racial distinctions in jails at an <‘arly date? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): 0/) and (h) No. The rule 
is that KurolHMilis, Anglo-Indians, and every other |)erson (whether 
a native of India or not) whose* habits and manner of living, in the opinion 
of the SuiKU’intendent, more nearly approach those of the European 
than those of the ordinary nativV of India, .shall be classed as European 
prisoners. 

(c) No; for it is a distinction based on habits and manner of living, 
in jmrticular, diet. 


** Post mftrtem ” examination of the bodies of deceased prisoners. 

110. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will thellon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Hevenue (Jails) be pleased to state 
whether any changes have been made in the rules regarding the post 
mortem ejcamiuatioii of the liodies of deceased prisoners in accord- 
ance with the reply given by the Hon'ble Sir Alxl-ur-Rahim to unstarred 
question No. 24d on the IHtii March, 11)22? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Yes.^ A copy of rule 102 
of the Bengal Jail Code as revi.sed is laid on the Library table. 
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Pasture lands in the districts of Neakhaii, Tippers and Pabna. 

111. SHAH 8YEO EMOADUL HAQ: («) Will (l,e Hon’We the 
Meinber in charge of the DeiwHinent of Iteveiiue (KoresUl k' irleageS 
to state whether there are any arrangemenl.s for setting aiwrt imslure 
lands m the districts of Noakhali, Tii>ia>ra and Pabna?' 

(h) If not, are the Oovernnient considering the desirability of 
introducing the system in these districts? 

(c) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Ilou’ble the 
Member be pleased to state what steiis have ken taken so far as bovine 
cattle are coDcerned ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE | F0RE8T81 
(the Hon’Me the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan). (a) 

There is no si>ecial arraiigeiiient in the districts .of Noakhali, 

1 ipi>era and Pabna for reservation of pasture lands. Hut gener- 
ally in (jovenimcnt estates it is the rul<> that at ever,\ .settlement 
the Assistant Settlement (ttlicer should .satisfy himself tlmt them is a 
sufficiency of grazing land in the. village, ainl it not, to try and arrange 
for such .settlement. In otln-r areas the landlords and tenants must 
arrange thenisclvo.^ for hucIi ]>ashira^^cs. 

{h ‘ Tn view of tli(‘ reply to (r/) al)ovf‘ tluH r<*(|uir(*H no answer. 

(c) No steps other than wliat are nu^nthnMMl above have been taken 
for the provision of pastures s|>(*eially for bovine cattle. 


Transfer of certain villages to Sujanagar police-station. 

112. 8HAH 8YED EMDAOUL HAQ: (a) Js the IloirhJe the 
Meml)er in (‘hai 7 »-e of tlie I’olicc J)<‘jKiiiinent a wan* — 

(i) that the villa^e-s of (’harlarajwjr, Taraharia, Sadullapur and 
Khalishpur are situated within tin* Pahiiu iKiliee-station ; 

(tt) that these villages are situated within one to two miles of the 
headciuarters of the Sujanagar police-station; and 
(m) that tb(‘ Leadcpiarters of the Jhibiiu ixilice-station is 10 miles 
distant from these villages? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking neces- 
sary steps at an early date to transfer these villages from the Pabna 
police-station to the poli(*e-station of Sujanagar? 

(c) If not, will the Hon’ble the Member lie pleased to state reasons 
for this? 

Tho Hon’Mo Mr, H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) to (c) These villages are 
in Pabna police-station and are nearer Sujanagar than Pabna. It is 
not proposed to transfer them from one police-station to the other which 
is already unduly large. According to proposals now under oonsidera- 
tion for splitting up unwieldy police areas, they will be included in a 
new police-station. 
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Niiflibar sohgols and eollegee having provisions for agricultural 

training. 

113. 8HAH 8YED EMDAOUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement shawing — 

(i) the number of elementary schools; 

(ii) the number of secondary schools; and 
(Hi) the number of colleges 

in the Presidency of Bengal in which there is provision for teacdiing a 
course of agriculture? 

Th6 HCMl’blO Mr. P. C. MITTER: A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to nnsiarred (juestion No. 113. 

The Tiumber of institutions in which there is provision for teaching a 
course of agri(‘ulture is as follows : — 

(i) Elementary schools — 1. 

(ti) Secondary schools — d. 

(iii) Colleges — 1. 

Construction of the proposed chamber of the Bengal Legislative Counoii. 

114. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (o) Will the Ilon ble the 
Minister in charge of the ])epar1ment of Public Works he pleased to 
state what progress has been rm^le uj> till now with the scheme for the 
cxinstruction of the i«oix)sed Chamber for the Bengal Ijegislative 
Council ? 

(h) Has any estimate been prejrared forHhe same? 

(c) If so, what is that estimated amount ? 

(d) Will the llon’ble the Minister he pleased to state when the 
Department will he in |Kxsition tii take up the actual construction work? 

The Hofi*ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Batiadur: (a) A printed copy of the note giving the r^uired 
information is laid on the table. 

(b) The detailed estimate has not Wn prepared. 

(c) The approximate estimated amount of the modified design is 

Bs. 22 , 06 , 000 . 

(d) The question of recommending the scheme, as a work to be 
undertaken, to the Legislative Council, bas been deferred until the 
financial situation becomes clearer. 
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N^te referred to in the reply t4t clattse (a) of uMtarred questiom 
No, 114 on the proposed New Council Chamber, 


In DecemW, 1920, (‘om|)etitive desijfns were invited from architects, 
both in India and (ireat Hiitain, to obtain the Ijest design for the 
proposed new Council (Muitnher for the Legislative C-ouneil of Beaipsi. 
Fifty-three designs were submitted in eonne(‘1ion with this (‘ompeiition 
and that preixired by !N[r. John (i reaves was considered by the Assessor 
best to fulfil the comlitions of the ('oin]»etition and meet the requirements 
of the Legislative (^ouncil. This design was rmbse(iuen,tly a^qxroved 
by Government. The approximate co.st of this building, fac’ed with 
Chunar stone, amounted to Rs. dS, 59,000, exclusive of the provision 
of a second ( haml)er, designed to be added later, should necessity arise. 
If the building, however, were faced with plaster instead of^ stone, the 
estimated cost amountc<l to Us. 02,00,000 only. 

In July, 1922, owing to the finamial |K)sition of the province, Gov- 
ernment decided that a nioie nKulest and less j>retentious design should 
be formulated, and the present sketch plans, prejaued by Mr. Greaves 
to suit reduced conditions, have Ikh'ii a<*ccpt(*d by Government. The 
estimated cost of a building in accordance with the revised design, 
faced externally with jdaster on a Chunar stone faced plinth, araounU 
to Ks. 22,05,805, 

This scheme, as will be .seen from the acconijauiying plans, provides 
seating accommodation for 150 memlK*rs in the Coiincil (/haml>er in the 
first instance, wdth tiie j>ossil)ility, by small modifications, of increas- 
ing this accommodation to seat 300 meml)ers should the liegislative 
Council in the future ever be increased to this extent. 

Should a second Chamber with its attendant rooms, be retpiired in 
later years, it could conveniently be added on the east side of the 
building without didiacting from the general effect. In the meantime 
the building as designed will ai>])ear complete in itself. 


(L G. I>EY, 

Secretary to the Covernvtent of Benyal {Offg.). 


PPBUC WORK.S DkCT., 

CALcrrrA ; 

The 31st October^ 7.922. 


Deterioration of healtti of the town of Comiili. 

IIS. SHAH 8YED EMOAOUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon hie the 

ICiniater in charge of the De])artmeut of lipcal Self-Government aware 
that the public health of the town of Comilla has deteriorated K 
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(6) Have the Government any knowledge aa to the causes of 'the 
deterioration ? 

(c) Will the Iloii’hle ihe Minister be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement' showing ihe death statistics of the town of Comilta for the 
last five years and indicating seiiarately the diseases to which the 
deaths were due ? 

(d) What steps, if any, are the Governineni taking for the improve- 
ment of the health of the town ? 

The Hott’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The birth 

and death statistics for the five years ending 1921 do not justify the 
statement that the health of the town of Comilla has deteriorated 
appreciably. 

(h) ITie ((uestion d(K*H not arise. 

(c) A stat(tfnent is laid on the Library table. 

{(1) The (piestion does not arise. 

Number of municipalities and population of Bengal according to 
the census of 1921. 

116. 8HAH8YED EMDADULHAQ: Will the lion ble the Minister 
in charge of the DejMirt merit of Local Self-Government be pleased 
to lay on the tabje a statement showing — 

(?) the total number of municipalities in Bengal; 

(??) the number of villages in the Sadar and Sirajganj subdivisions 
of the l‘abnu district; and 

(??V) the number of males and females in Bengal according to the 
census of 1921 ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (?) Number of 
munici|>alities — 117 excluding the (Vrporation of Calcutta. 

(??) According to the census of 1921 there are 1,094 and l,44d mausias 
in the Sadar and Sirajganj subdivisions, resjH'ctively, of the Pabna 
district, which were tr-eated as villages for the i)iu]H)se of the census. 

(Hi) NuiiTber of males — 24,028,005; females — 22,964,097. 

Inspection of ihe courts of the Pabna district by the HofPbie Judgee 
of the High Court. 

117. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Memlrer in charge of tlie Judicial Dejmrtment be plea.st'd to state 
whether any lion’ ble Judge of the High Court visited Pabna during 
the years 1919-20, 1920-21, 1921-22 y 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member Ire pleased to state when the 
courts of the district of Pabna were last inspected? 
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(e) WOl the Hon’ble the Meml)er he pleased to state whether the 
post of the Inspector of Judicial offices is still in existence? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon^ble the 
Member be pleased to state — 

(t) what his duties are; 

(tf) the judicial offices lu* has ins|K*c<ed durinj^ the vears lf)l9«t?0, 
1920-‘-il, 1921-22 ; and 

(7*11) the amount the said officer has drawn — 

(7) as j>ay; and 

(2) as travelliuf,^ allowance, eacli year duriuj^^ the last 
three years? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (^/) No. 

(b) The courts in the district of Ihibna were last insiXH’ted by the 
District Jud^e on the followin^^ dates: — 

(t) Subordinate Judfre*^. 1st and 2nd courts, Pabna. — 8ih and 9th 
DecomW, 1921. 

(ti) Munsifs’ courts, l*abna. — Idth, Kith and IHth I>eceml)er, 1921. 

(ill) Munsifs’ courts, Sirajj^anj. — 28th and 29th Deiaunber, 1917. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 


Pabna district board’s opinion on the utility of medioil roliof by 
employing peripatetic village practitioners. 

118. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’blo the 
Minister in charge of the ]>c|>artiiient of Local SelMlovernnmnt be 
pleased to lay on the table a copy of the ojunion exprc.sscd by the Ihibna 
district Iwmrd on tlie i>o,ssible utility or otherwise of (Ik* system of 
medieal relief by einj»lo\inff jSMijmtetic villaj^e practitioners jmrtially 
subsidized by the (iovei ninent and luirtially by (be district board? 

The Hon’Me Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: An extract 
from the proceedings of the ordinary ineetiiif^ of the l^ubna district 
board, held on the 14th Man b, 1921, is laid on the Library table. 

Government income from Tippera and Pabna districts under the 
head of Administration of Justice. 

119. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charg:e of the Judicial Department Ire pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing sejiarately for the last three years — 

(t) the approximate annual income of the (ioveniirieiit from the 
districts of Tip[>era and Pabna under the bead of Adminis- 
tration of Justice (including judicial stamps); and 
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(it) the approximate annual expenditure under the fiante head in 
those districts? 

The Hon'We Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (i) and (ii) The member is 

referred to annual statement 1 in the Ilei>ort.s on the Administration of 
Criminal arul Civil Justice in the Presidency of Bengal during the years 
191t>, 1920 and 1921. 

Culverts and waterways in North Bengal. 

120. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon'hle the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department j)f Local Self-dovernment be pleased 
to state whether the (Government are considering the desirability of 
taking steps to have a sufficient nuinlKU- of culverts and waterways 
constructed in the roatls and railways in North Jhuigal before the next 
rains set in ? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: llie member te 
referred to the reply given to unstarre<l question No. 121 on the subject 
asked by him at this meeting. 


Culverts in the district board roads in North Bengal. 

121. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Lo(*al Self-Government be 
pleased to state wliether he is a wan* — 

(t) that there is a dearth of culverts in the roads maintained by 
the district boards in North BeTigal; and 
(ii) that the existing culverts in the said district board roads are 
generally narrow o» short? 

(/j) If so, w'hat steps, if any, are the Government proposing taking 
in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (a) Govern- 

mont have no information. 

(b) UmltM’ section 78 of tlie Lo<*al Self-(jovernment Act it is the duty 
of every district board to provide for and maintain roads, bridges, water 
channels, and (vther works for dj recti v improving local communications. 
Government, ^therefore, do not propo.se to intefere in the mutter, but 
will forward the (piestion to the district boards concerned. 


Trtvelling Allowenoe to Deputy Supermtendents of Polioe in oharge 

of Subdivision. 

122. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQs (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be jdeased to state 
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whether any orders have been passed by Oovernment sanotioning first 
class travelling allowance for dejmty sui>erintendents of police in charge 
of subdivisions? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether there 
is any projxxsal pending before the (loverninent for granting higher 
rates of travelling allowance to the d(‘puty siiiH'rintendents of police? 

(r) If so, when and by whom was such pn»j>osal made to the Govern- 
ment? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): {a) Y es, for trav(dling within their 
own charges. 

(h) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Interviews to the political prisoners in Pabna jail. 

123. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (n) Will tin Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the l)«‘]»artment of Ib'venue (Jails) In* ])h*ased to 
state whether any restrictions have b(‘en put on granting of interviews 
to the political lU'isonets in tin* Pabna jail? 

(h) If so, wliat are the reasons for this? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) and (b) The memW 
is referred to tin' rules for tli(‘ treatment of s|H*cial class prisoners of 
wJiich a copy is laid on the Library table. Tliere are no sejiarati* rules 
for political prisoners. 


Treatment of political prisoners in Great Britain and in Bengal. 

124. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Menilier in charge of the Department of Revcuiue (JaiL) Ik* pleased to 
state what are the si)e« ial considerations allowed to the juisomus ireat(‘d 
as first class misdemeanants in England? 

(b) Is there any difference in tnuitment in the jails of th(‘ Pi*esi- 
dency of Bengal as accorded t(; the umh‘r-trial prisoners ami to these 
actually convicted ? 

(c) If so, what are these distinctions? 

(d) Will the Hon’hle the Member he pleased to state in what res|M*ets 
the treatment of ixilitical prisoners in the Presidency ot Bengal differs 
from that accorded to the misdemeanants of the first class of Great 
Britain and Ireland ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) The member is referrei. 
to Chitty’s Statutes, Sixth Edition, Volume 10, pages 779“781. 
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(h) and (c) The meiiil)er is referred to the Bengal Jail Code, Sixth 
Edition. 

{(I) I’he nienil>er is referred to Chitty's Statutes, Volume 10, and to the 
rules for sjiecial class juisoneis a (‘oi»y of which is laid on the Library 
table. There are no sepaiate rules for {Kditical prisoners. 


Corvtributions for supplying uniforms to chaukidars and dafadars 
by union boards and union committees. 

125. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of ilie Police' J)(‘jmrt nuMit be plea.M'd to lay on the table a 
siabunent showing, yi'ar liy veai-, for the last thn'e years, for each 
district of Ihuigal — 

(/) tin* annual aveiage contribution from union boards and union 
coniniitte(*s foi’ .-^upplNing unifoiins to the chaukidars and 
dafadars ; 

( n ) tli(‘ amount raisral ; 

(in) the amount s{H‘nt ; 

(ir) (he amount of unsjient balance; 

(r) the rat(‘ at which the (‘ontiibution was iinsral ; and 

(ri) the amount sjxuit on an average for the uniform of eacii chauki- 
dat and dafadar? 

The Hon''ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Tlu' nnunber is ref(*rred to 
tin* rules of tin* Chaukidan Manual and to the answer's given to starred 
(piestion No. NIV ask(‘d by Mr. Hijoyprosad Singh Hoy at the meeting 
of did dul\, 022, and to unstarr'etl (|U("^tion No. 21 a''k(‘d by Maulvi 
A. 11. M. AVa/.ir All at tin* meeting of Ist Aiuil, 11)21. 

Cost of survey and settlement operations in Pabna-Bogra districts. 

126. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ:*Will the Hon ble the Member 
in cliarge of tin* Dejiartment of lL*venin* t Land Kev(*nue) Ik* ])leased 
to stat(* — 

(/) wha1 has lH*en tin* initial (‘stimate of cost of the survey and 
settl<’nn*nt o|Huations of the districts of Ihibna-Bogra; and 

(u) what. is the amount recoverable from landlords and raiyats 
under section 114 of the Bengal Tenancy Act? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(r) The initial estimate amounts to Hs. 25,50,040 (gross') and 
Hs. 22.48.040 (netL 

{it) The oi>erations are not sufficiently advanced to state the total 
amount recoverable. 
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127. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hoirble the 
Member in char^^e of the Apjioiiitinent Department In* plea.se<l to state 
what classes are included in the term “ deprtvssed classes ” in the 
district of Pabna ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble tlu* Member be pleased to state the numlier 
of such classes residing*- within each of the Sadar ami Siraj^anj sub- 
divisions of the said district ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (//) The member is referred 
to the answer ^iven to uiistaired (jucstiou No. 195 asked by llabu llhish- 
madev Das at the nuH'linj.*- of the 2nd S(‘ptemlMT, l!t21. 

(b) Fi^j:ures for tlu* whole district will be found in the Census 
KejKjrt. Those for subdiMsions are not available. 


Scheme of free primary education. 

128. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in chai^’e of the I)(‘pai’t imuit of Kducation be ph*aH(‘d to state 
whethei it is a fact tliat tin* (io\ernment ha\a‘ in contem,]>laiion a scheme 
of free piimaiy education b\ \\hic)) free juamary schools would be 
establislied in villa^’cs, half tin* ex|x*n'^es subsciahed by th(‘ district 

board and the local jxvijile and tin* oIIhm half by the ( iov(»rnment ^ 

(b) If so, will th(* Hon'hli* the Ministm Ik‘ pleas<‘d to state wlndher 
an\ such scIukiIs have b(‘(‘n staitml in any place ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, P, C. MITTER; (n) The memlsu is referred to 
my s|H>ech introdiicin;^^ tin* snppleniiMitai \ ^'■rants umler “31. — Kduca- 
tion ’’ reg-arding" primary educati»>n in July last, a <-o]>y of which is laid 
on the Library table. 

{b) No such schools have lu'cn starti^l yet but a projK)sal has been 
submitted b\ one iminicipalii.v ami is under examination. 


Constables in Pabna. 

129. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the llon'ble the Member 
in char^re of the Poliie Dejiai tnient be jdeased to stat(^ — 

(i) the total numbei of constables in the Ihibna district; and 

(ii) the number amon^ST'^t them who are Beii^ralis? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (0 479 . 
(u) 225 . 
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** Panohayoti ” system in Pabna. 

130. 8HAH8YED EMDADULHAQ; Will the Hon’ ble the Member 
in char^^e of the Police De^partraent be pleased to state — 

(?) wlien the panchayeti system was introduced in the district of 
Pabna ; 

(if) wliai is the total number of chaiikidari unions at present and 
ol villa^^'cs comprised in these unions within the Sadar Siraj- 
^^^anj subdivisions, resj>ectively ; and 

(in) what is the number of unions established in the district of 
Pabna each year since the introduction of this system? 

The Hoir»blo Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (0 1st April, 18T5. 

(if) There are 211 chaiikidari unions in the whole district; the 
number of vilbi^res is 4,21)4 (1911 census). 

(tii) Tile information is not on record. 


Visit of the Executive Engineer of Rajshahi to Pabna. 

131. tflAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the l)e]>aitinent of Irrif^ation be ]>leased to state 
whether it is a fact that tin* Executive Enj>:ine(*r of Kajshahi visited the 
Pabna district in connection with the ereidion of a sluice gate at the 
of the Beni])ur Jola ? 

(h) Will the Ilon’ble the MemlK*r be pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of the rejKirt, if any, submitted by the Exeiutive Engineer? 

(r) Wiis this visit of the Executive Engineer made sulxsequent to 
th(' notic(» of a resolution of Vhich notice was given by me for the 
March session of tlu‘ ('ouncil this year? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan); (a) The reply is 
in the aflirmative. 

(h) The» re]xut is under the consideration of (lovernment and is not 
for publication. 

(c) The rpply is in the affirmative. 


Revenue derived from gun license fees in the district of Pabna. 

132. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in chai’ge of the Police l)ei>ortmeut be plea.sed to lay on the table a 
statement showing the amount of revenue derived from gun license fees 
in the district of Pabna, year by year, during the last five years? 
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The Hofl’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The revenue derived from 
fees for licenses under the Arms Act in the Pabna district was — 

In 1917 — Rs. 344; in 1918 — Rs. 350; in 1919 — Rs. 2,400; in 1920 — 
Rs. 2,342-4-0; in 1921--R8. 2,093. 


Recordiiig of votes in election under Bengal Act III of 1885. 

133., SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: With reference to the ansW(*r 
given to unstarred (juestion No. 90(c) jnit by Maiilvi Azaharuddin 
Ahmed on the 4th Aj>ril, 1921, will the Hon’ble the MiinsttT in charge 
of the Dei)artment of Local Self-Oovernment be pleased to state whether 
the (lovermnent have come to any conclusion regarding the mocbtication 
of the rule whi(‘h debars a voter from giving all his votes to 6ne candi- 
date at an election under the llen^»al Local ScdMlovernnient Atd of 1885 
(Ilengal Act III of 18851? 

The Hon'ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Government 
have consulted the local bodies <‘oncerned. Ojnnion is divided on the 
subject and after careful consideration, Government have decided that 
the rule should not be modified. 


Water-works scheme of the Pabna Municipality. 

134. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the ITon ble the 
Minister in charg(‘ of the Department of laa-al Self-(iovetnim*nt Ini 
jdeased to state what action, if any, has been taken to exjxalite the 
water-works scheme of the Pabna municipality? 

(5) When is it estimated that the scheme will matc-riaLse and that 
the work will be taken up? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (5) 

The Chief Engineer, Ihibln- Health Department, proiK)ses to undertake 
an ex{)ei*iment in boring a tube-well at Pabna in order to ascertain what 
ty[)e of water-works would be suitable to the municijiality. A grant of 
Rs. 10,000 was sanctioned for this exjieriment in October last but the 
boring could not be taken uj) owing to the death by violence of the 
expert who was to have undertaken the work. The boring will be 
taken up as soon as the ex[>ert engaged in a similar exjx?riment at 
Patuakhali is set free. It is exix*cted that the boring at Pabna will be 
completed in tw'o or three months’ time. The Chief Engineer, Public 
Health Department, will prepare a scheme 'as soon as the results of the 
experiment are known. 
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Medical men to inquire into the prevalence of kala-azar in the 
Hooghty district. 

135. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Mininter in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to state the name and rank of the medical man 
or men, who visited village Sikta, police-station Dadpur, railway 
station Belmuri, Burdwan-Howrah (’hord, East Indian Railway, in the 
Sadar subdivision of the ILmghly district on the 14th or 15th September, 
lf>22, to inquire into the i)revalence or otherwise of kala-azar in that 
locality and its neighbourhood and the amount of travelling allowance 
drawn by him or them ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister ])e pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of the reiK)rt on tlie result of their iiujuiry and examination ol 
kala-azar by exj)erts who visited village Sikta on the abovemen- 
tioned date together with a statement showing — 

(i) the train by which they arrived; 

(ii) the time of their an*ival at Sikta; 

(in) the number of families at Sikta; 

(iv) the names of the i>erson8 examined by them; 

(r) the time of departure from Sikta; 

(vi) the time of an'ival at Kanaiimr; > 

(mi) the number of families at Kanaipur; 

{vtii) the names of the patients examined at Kanaipur; 

(w?) the time of de|)iirfure from Kanaipur; 

(a;) the time of arrival at (diandunpur, and 
(si) the time of departure by train for Calcutta P 

The Hoti’Me Sir SURENDffA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (b) 

None of the medical officers emjdoyed in kala-azar survey visited village 
Sikta (jxilice-station Dadpur, railway station Belmuri, district Hooghly) 
on the 14th or 15th Septemlier, 1922. The survey of the Dadpur thana 
has not yet been taken up by the Public Health Department. 

Nempi|»er8 allowed to pditioal prisoners in Pabna jail. 

136. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
state — 

(t) what newspapers were and are allowed for special class prisoners 

in the Pabna district jail ; and 

(u) whether newspapers like the Amritn Bazar Pairihay the Servanty 

the Basumati and the Ananda Bazar Patrika are allowed in 
the said jail for special class prisoners P ' 
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(6) If the answer to (a) (tt) is in (he negative, what is the reason foi 
this differentiation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: («) (,), (ii) and (6) 
S|)ecial class prisoners are nol allowed newsjiiifx.*r8 under (he rules now in 
force. 


Final forecast of the winter crop of certain districts. 

137. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Iloii’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Deixirtmeiit of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to lay on the table a copy of the final forecast of the winter crop of the 
current year in the districts of Rajshahi. Pabna and Bogra? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of ACRICULTMAE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawah Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur)! It is jncsumcd that information regarding winter rice 
crop only is wanted. The final forecast of the winter rice crop will not 
be ready lief ore the middle of February, 1923. 


Revenue demand of the Pabna distriot. 

138. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’hle the Memlier 
in charge of the Department ol Revenue (Land Rc‘veiiue) be jileased to 
state for the district of Rabnu — 

(z) what was the revenue demand in the year 1793; 

{ii) what was the amount of rent realized by the zamindurs in the 
year 1793; and 

(ui) what is the amount of rent now realized by the zamindars from 
the tenants ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: (/) and (//) The information (iunnot 1 h» given as the district 
was formed in the year 1832. 

(Hi) It is estimated that the amount is Rs. 28,(1^,220. 


Conditione imposed when griiiting licensee for w’lm. 

13S. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police I)e,|)artment aware that District Magis- 
trates in issuing licenses for arms in.sist on taking declarations or under- 
takings from applicants that they will remain loyal to the Government? 

(6) If 80 , will the Hon’ble the MemWr be pleased to state the 
authority under which such actions of district officers are justified? 
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(c) If there is no authoritative law or rule on the subject, are the 
Government considering the desirability of issuing orders to District 
Officers not to insist on imposing such conditions in the matter of 
granting licenses to persons eligible for possessing arms? 

The HOfl’Me Mr, H, L* STEPHENSON: (a) No, Government have 
received no complaints on the subject. 

(b) and (r) The instructions issued for the guidance of District 
Magistrates are contained in jioragraph 36 of the Arms Manual. 

Typists and copyists in courts in Bengal. 

140. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Dejiartment be jdeased to lay on the 
table a statement showing separately, district by district, the number 
of Muhammadan and non-Miiliammadnn copyists and typists employed 
in the (bvil, (biminal and Revenue courts in Bengal? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased also to lay on the table 
a statement showing the average remuneration received by the copyists 
and typists, respectively, district by district, during the last three years? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) and (b) A statement is laid 
on the Library table. 

Registration of births and deaths in the mufassal* 

141. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Dejnirtment be pleased to state — 

(/) whether the duty of the registration of births and deaths has 
l>een given, in a number of Cvuses, to local union boards or 
to chaukidari {mnchayet committees; and 
(u) in which districts, the total number of union boards and chauki- 
dari i)auchayet committees have been entrusted with this 
duty ? 

(b) Is it the intention of Government to entrust this duty to all 
union boards' and chaukidari panchayet committees? 

(c) Has the cost in this respect increased or decreased by the transfer 
of these duties ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) (t) and (u) The duty 
was transferred as an exj)eriment some years ago to chaukidari pan- 
chayeta in the subdivisions of Kalna, Chandpur and Lalbagh and the 
district of Bogra. Some of these ponchayets have now been replaced 
by ui|i||| boards on the introduction of the Village Self-Government Act. 

(h) file question is under consideration. 
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(c) The cost has increased on the introduction of the experiment. 
Government sanctioned a contribution of Rs. 4 a month towards the 
pay of a munshi on Rs. 10 in each union, the union paying Rs. 6. 


Covarnment grant to dispensaries in Pabna. 

142. SHAH 8YEO EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the Dei^artment of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state the amounts of grants given by Government, to the 
Sadar and Sirajganj subdivisional charitable di8i)enHaries in the district 
of Pabna for the free supply of medicine to Government servants, stating 
the amount in each case in 1919-20, 1920-21 and 1921-22 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The following 
grants were made to the dispensaries during the three years in question, 
viz. : — 

Pabna Sadar dispensary: 1919-20 — Rs. 200; 1920-21 — Rs. 200; 
1921-22— Rs. 200. 

Sirajganj subdivisional disjjensary: 1919-20 — Rs. 100; 1920-21 — 
Rs. 100; 1921-22— Rs. 150. 


Acquisition of land for residential quarters for the Coileotor of Pabna. 

143. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Dejmrtment of Revenue (Land Actpiisilion) 
be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Government have exjxressed an oidnion that an 
official residence should be provided for the Collector of 
Pabna ; 

{it) whether the Government have already acquired any land for 
the purpose ; 

(iii) if 80 , how much land has been acquired; and 

(iv) at what cost has the same been acquired? 

(b) If no land has already been acquired will the Hon’ble the Member 
be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of the Government 
to acquire any land for the purjwse ? 

(c) If 80 , how much land will be acquired and what will be the 
probable cost of such acquisition ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any 
estimate has been prepared regarding the cost of construction of the 
buildings, etc. , for the purpose ? 

(e) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the 
estimated cost of the scheme ? 
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(/) When is it proposed to proceed with the construction of the 
buildin^^s, etc., in connection with this scheme? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
ACQUISITION] (the Hon’Me the Maharajadhiraja Batodur of 
Burdwan): (a) to (/) In 1920 owing to the threatened erosion by 
river of the private house previously occupied by the Collector of Pabna, 
and the difficulty of getting a suitable house, it was proposed to build 
a house for him at a cost of Its. 59,670. But the proposal has for the 
presenb l>een abandoned, as the river has since been receding. 


Audit report of accounts of Calcutta University. 

143-A. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR; (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the ])e}>artment of Education be 
pleased to state whether he has rec(*ived any (amimunication or ref)ort 
from llie Acajou iitant-tieneral of Bengal on the audit of accounts of the 
Calcutta University, subsequent to his rejKut dated 24th July, 1922, 
which is descriln'd by him as only the first jiart of his rejK>rt? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister he pleased to lay the impers 
on the table? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: {a) Yes. 

(b) Copies are laid on the Library’ table. 

Prooedure relating to debates. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA Bahadur: Mr. Presi- 
OENT' Before the proceedings begin, 1 want to invite your attention to 
a matter of some imixirtance to^^s — insignifi(‘ant members hailing from 
the mufassal— with regard to the ruling, which you were pleased to give 
yesterday, namely, that only those memliers shall lie called uixm to 
6})eak wlio may catch your eye. I remember to have caught your eye 
on several occasions, but 1 (uinnot vouch for having caught your mind 
at any rate. Dot's this procedure 8U|X'rsede the practice hitherto fol- 
lowed of sending “ slips ’’ containing the names of members who want 
to 8j)eak on any particular restdution? 1 want to have definite infor- 
mation on this j>oint and 1 also want a ruling on the ixdnt, as to whether 
or not wffien the closure has not been moved it is necessary or desirable 
that the debate should be closed and the official members should l)e 
called upon to reply. Yesterday, in connection with the debate on the 
question of the jxvrticipation of Bengal in the British Empire Exhibition, 
Mr. Donovan was called upon to reply before all the speakers had their 
say on the subject and thus, in a manner, the debate was closed although 
no cJosure was moved from the House, On this point, Sir, I wan! your 
definite ruling for our future guidance. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): The hon’ble 
member is of course technically out of order, but I am very glad to have 
this opportunity of explaining a matter with regard to which he and 
other members aie apparently under a grave misapprehension. The 
procedure adopted in this Council, namely, that meml)er8 who desire to 
si)eak must rise in their pla(‘es, is a form of prm'edure which has pre- 
vailed in the Legislative Asstmibly and the ('ouiicil of State at Delhi 
ever since the introduction of the Reforms. It is a form of pim^edure 
which prevails in evei^’ other Legislative b(Mly with which 1 have any 
sort of acquaintance. There is nothing with regard to that form of 
procedure which need upset or alarm the hon’ble member or any other 
hon’ble member. All that a member need do, if he wishes to speak, is 
to rise in his place and endeavour to catch the President’s eye. Whetlier 
he succeeds in catching the President’s eye depends on a variety of 
things. First of all, it may be that the l^resident’s eye may be directed 
at the moment to the oi)poHite side of the House. It may also hapiHMi 
that five or six meinl)ers may rise at the same time and the President's 
eye may fall on one memlM'r and not on others. But the hon’ble member 
can rest assured that I shall always make an endeavour to call, as far 
as possible, u|X)n members who rise. The House must understand, how- 
ever, that it is not always iwssible to call upon a member the first time 
he rises. He should continue to rise until he succeeds in catching 
the eye of the President. 

With regard to the other matter that Nibaran Babu has brought to 
my notice, 1 should like to remind him that the debate in question lasted 
two hours and a half, that the matter was, 1 think the Council will 
agree, very thoroughly discuHs<‘d and that every fonn of argument was 
employed and ever>^ form of oi>inion received expression. The tim(* 
always arrives in a debate when a comdusion mu.st l)e reached, and it 
is wdthiii the discretion of the chair, when the }K>sition is such that a 
matter has l)een under discussion for hours, to decide that the time 
has come to call uinm the hon’ble meml)er representing the Government 
to reply. I am very soit\’ that the Rai Bahadur was deprived of the 
opportunity of putting his view's l)efore the (Jouncil on that (K^casion, 
but, in that respect, hon’ble members are not subjected to any disadvan- 
tage and are not deprived of any privilege which they now enjoy. I am 
very anxious to bring the procedure of this House into line with that 
of other legislative bodies, and I hojM? that hon’ble members will support 
the chair in that endeavour. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAB GUPTA Bahadur: I am very 
thankful to you for this expression of opinion and that removes a good 
deal of misapprehension, and I think we shall all be satisfied in future. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think I may add one more observation. I shall 
be glad if hon’ble members will send up their names, as that will help 



160 


NON-OFFICIAL MEMBERS’ BILLS. [ 26 th Jan. 


me to calculate how long a delate is likely to last, but I cannot guaran- 
tee that I shall call upon those members wliose names are sent to me 
unless they rise in their places. If hon’ble members who send up their 
names to me rise in due course in their places, I shall do my best to see 
that every one gets an opportunity of speaking. 

Non-official members’ Bills. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: With regard to the University of Calcutta Amend- 
ment Bill, the Calcutta University Amendment Bill, the Calcutta Sup- 
pression of Immoral Traffic Bill, the (.-alcutta University Bill and the 
Bengal Fish Fry Freservation Bill, the necessary sanction of the Gov- 
ernment of India has not been received, and therefore these Bills can- 
not be taken up to-day. With regard to Mr. J. Cami>l)ell Forrester’s 
motion to introduce a Bill to amend the Calcutta Rent Act, 1920, and 
Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh Roy’s motion to introduce a Bill further to 
amend the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919, those Bills wiH 
be taken up under the provisions of section 47. His Kxcellen<*y the 
Governor has already ordered the publication of both these Bills, together 
with the Statements of Objects and Reasons accompanying them in the 
Gazette^ and, theiefore, no motion for leave to introduce either of those 
Bills is required and no debate will be in order. The jirocedure will take 
•the form of reading the Bill for the first time. The Bills will be intro- 
duced by the hon’ble members concerned and when they have done 
that the title will bo read out by the Secretary and the Bills laid on the 
table. Upon a subseiiuent occasion the procedure outlined in section 51 
will be followed, but for the present there will be no debate and no 
discussion: it will be purely a formal introduction of the Bill. I make 
this explanation because 1 have been waited upon by certain members 
who desired me to make the jxvsition <dear to the (’ouncil. 

With regard to the Bengal Village Cliaukidari (Amendment) Bill 
and the Bengal Village Self-Government .(Amendment) Bill, the pro- 
cedure will be under section 50, The motion will be made for leave to 
introduce the Bill, A brief explanatory statement will be permitted 
from the member who moves the Bill, and if any memlier opjioses it, a 
brief speech 'will be allowable after which the question will be put with- 
out further debate. 


The CelGutta Rent (Amendment) Bill, 1923. 

Mr. <1. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: I find that Government have 
very kindly complied with my request and have published and circu- 
lated my Bill. This makes my task easier and it remains only for me 
now formally to introduce the Calcutta Rent ( Amendment)* Bill, l923. 
It is not my intention to take up the time of thia House unneceesarily ; 
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therefore, I will only confine myself to a few statements bearing on the 
Bill and re.serve my principal remarks for the time when the Bill will be 
brought before the House for discussion, i.c., when I move for its 
second reading about the 8th of February next. I think that every 
member of this House, who has the citizen’s welfare at heart, must 
recognize the absolute necessity of the continuation of the Calcutta 
Rent Act. No one will gainsay the? fact that the Calcutta Rent Act 
Bill has been of great benefit to our citizens, and they are greatly indebted 
to the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan — the Hon’ble 
Member who was resjionsible for the iwssing of the present Act. He 
said, when he introduced his Bill — 

It soems certain tliat unless tliere is some system of control, rents will rise still 
higher, and an intolerable situation will be created. It is, therefore, necessary tem- 
porarily to protect the general public against the rapacity of a limited . section of 
landlords. ... 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are merely introducing your Bill, and any 
controversial matters that you wish to bring in, such as the reference 
to the rapacity of landlords whicdi I think I caught, must be reserved 
for a subsequent occasion. This is now a purely formal introduction 
of the Bill, When the time comes for the second reading, you will be 
able to utilize all your controversial matter. 

Mr. il. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: 1 was using the speech of the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: It does not really matter whose speech you are 
using. The point is that you are now simply introducing the Bill, 
and you should not introduce any controversial matUT, 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: The Maharaja’s name is 
remembered with affection and resjK‘ct by the poorer classes of the 
Indian, European, and Anglo-Indian community for his truly great 
servic^es to them in the jwst. His words on that occasion were words 
of truth and wisdom, and apply to to-day’s position, as much as they 
did when they were spoken three years ago. It is well-known to the 
Government that there is a wide-spread desire on the part of the citizens 
of Calcutta that the Rent Act, 1920, should be extended for a further 
period. 

I will give here a few instances of the exorbitant increases that have 
taken place where the tenants have not bothered to go to the Remt 
Controller, and one can readily see by that what a terrible position the 
poor tenants would have been in, had there been no protection at all 
provided for them. 

Let me start by illustrating the first, instance that I am aware of, 
a house in Theatre Road 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry to intemipt you again, but you really 
cannot go into these details when you are introducing the Bill. 
The appropriate time for doing that will be on a subsequent occasion 
when you move to refer the Bill to Select Committee, in other words, 
on the occasion of the second reading of the Bill. All you now have to 
do is to introduce your Bill, and 1 suggest that the greater part of 
your Hj)eech should be reserved till the subsequent occasion. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Then there is nothing left for 
me to say excejd that I introduce my Bill with the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons already given. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Village Self-Covermnent (Amendment) Bill, 1922. 

Mr, BIJ0YPR08AD SINGH ROY: 1 l)eg to introduce a Bill 
further to amend the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919. I 
need hardly remind the House of the discussion which took place over 
this jwoblera of Village Self-Government in the last session of the 
Council, and I do not think that after that it is at all necessary for me 
to offer any exidanation for projwsing the amendment of an Act which 
has been jdaced in the Statute Book scarcely three years ago. So, Sir, 
•I would reserve iny further s|M'ech for the next stage of the Bill. 

With these V(‘rv few words I beg to introduce it. 

The Secr(‘tary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Bengal Village Chaukidari (Amendment) Bill, 1923. 

Bahu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: 1 move for leave to introduce 
a Bill to amend the Village Chaukidari Act, 1870. This Bill with the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons luus already been circulated to all the 
meiul)ers of this ('ouncil, and I do not think any lengthy speech would 
be needed at this stage of the Bill. As is well known to the members 
of this Council, section 11 of the Village Chaukidari Act was amended 
during a previous session of the Council, because it was felt that the 
salary of the chaukidars needed improvement. That amendment also 
provided that the (juestion of the determination of the salary of chauki- 
dars should l>e left in the hands of the |mnchayet, with certain safe- 
guards of exmrse. This was a very salutary principle, l)ecau8e it is the 
panchayet, who is resjxmsible for finding the money for the salary of 
the chaukidars. 

With the question of the salary of the chaukidars is intimately 
connected tlie question of tlie number of chaukidars that may be neces- 
sary for a certain area. There is a feeling in the country that the 
nature of the service of chaukidars should be improved. Whether this 
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can be done by making tihem wbole-time servants er only part-time 
servants, as at present, remains to be seen. If they are to be made 
whole-time servants, tlie number of chaukidars may be reduced in 
certain quarters : or, if they are retained in their present shape, their 
number may have to be increased. Therefore, the question of their 
numl)er is an important matter. If the ixinchayet is to determine the 
salary, they must also determine the numl)er. 

As I Jiave already mentioned, by sanctioning the amendment of 
section 11 of this Act, this Council is in a manner committed to this 
amendment, because this amendment is more or less a corollary to the 
amendment that has been accepted by this Council. With these few 
words, 1 beg to move for leave to introduce the Bill. 

l^eave being granted the Secretajy then reoil the short title of the 

Bill. 

The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amondment) Bill, 1923. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved for leave to introduce S Bill 
to amend the Bengal Village Self-dovernment Act, 1919. 

He s]K)ke in Bengali. The translation of his sixiech is as follows: — 

I presented a Bill to amend the Bengal Village Self-(lovernment Act 
some time ago. But a.s the Jlon’ble the Minister in charge expn^ssed 
the desirability of referring this Bill to a Select Committee 1 withdrew 
my motion. It is needless for me to amplify my arguments in order 
to sujqKirt the necessity of the amendment of such an Act. It will be 
better if the Act is amended as soon as iKissible. It is not my inten- 
tion to take up the time of the Council by advancing arguments. 
Arguments, as I have said on more occasions than one, are unavailing 
in this Council. The Statement of Objects and Reasons appmided to 
the Bill will explain to a certain extent the need for such a measure. 

I would, therefore, only move for leave to introduco a Bill to amend 
the Bengal Village Self-Governmeiit Act, 1919. 

Leave being granted, the Secretary then read the short title of the 
Bill. 


Resolutim 

(on matters of general publio inCereat). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 propose to take resolutions Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7 and 8 together but l>efore I call ujxm Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt to 
move the first of these, there i.s one matter which I should like to bring 
to the notice of the Council. I understand that the question which is 
involved in these resolutions has occasioned a considerable amount of 
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feeling. I therefore want to make it perfectly clear to the Council that 
I exi»ect the debate on these resolutions to be conducted with due 
regard for the proprieties of parliamentary discussion, and that as far 
as possible acrimonious references and allusions shall be avoided. I do 
not in the least want to take severe measures with regard to this matter. 
I therefore earneHtly api>eal to members to support me in the line of 
conduct which I have indicated. 


The Calcutta University. 

Mr, AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: I move that this Council recommends 
to the Government that the sum of Rs. 2,50,000 voted for the Calcutta 
University by this ('ouncil l>e made over to the said University. 

I realize that the task which 1 have undertaken is a somewhat diffi- 
cult one for two distinct and different reasons. 1 know the temper of 
this House when University matters come up for discussion. I remem- 
ber the discussion which followed ujwn the sj>eech made by Babu Rishin- 
dra Nath Sarkar. He proim.sed, so far as I remember, to have a 
committee apjwinted fof the purpose of looking into the University 
affairs. I remember his scathing speech, and I remember the numerous 
other s(*athing si)eeches that followed. I do not dt*sire to make 
personal references but I do app(»al to the Members of this Council to 
discuss this question ujK)n the facts which I shall jdace before them. 
I expect the members of this Council to divest themselves of their ill- 
feelings, if they have any, against the Calcutta University and 
against the Vice-Chancellor and to decide this (juestion upon the facts 
that I i>lace ])efore them. I feel perfectly sure that if they do so, 
they will agree with me and sanction the payment of Rs. 2,50,000 
which I projmse. This matter has been discussed in every house- 
hold. Every one has made up his mind either one way or the other 
as to whether this money should !)e giv^n to the University and that 
is the second difficulty in my way. It is extremely difficult to 
convert a |)ersoii who is convinced that he is right and that I am wrong. 
But I would make an appeal to them. This question is one of great 
imiwrtance' l)ecause it must be realized that the continuance of the 
Calcutta University dej^euds uj>on a grant l)eing made and if this is 
refused, I caji predict with confidence that the Calcutta University will 
have to close down although it may be for a short time. For these 
reasons I do expect that the members of this Council will realise the 
gravity of the situation in which the Calcutta University is placed and 
will vote in such a manner as will commend itself to the whole of 
Bengal. 

We have been told not once, but off and on, that the Calcutta Univer- 
sity or the authorities of the Calcutta University have been guilty of 
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thoughtless expansion of their activities. This charge has been made 
by many persons in this Council. So far as I know this charge has not 
been repudiated here. I want to explain to the members of this Council 
that the present difHctilty of the Calcutta University has arisen not 
because of any thoughtless expansion on the part of the University but 
because of unforeseen circumstances which the University could not 
avoid. 1 shall explain this presently. 

The University has suffered a loss of about three lakhs by reason of 
the non-co-operation movement. This statement 1 find in the reix)rt 
of the Accouiitaiit-lieneral at jmge 174 of this blue book — Report of the 
Government (irant Omimittee. It says (his: — 

One of tho oluof cjiiisps ft)r the finuiicud trouble is tlie drop in the receipts of 
tlie Fee Fund durinj/ 1021-22 by about two laklis ns (“oiniwred witli the receijUs of 
1920-21 due to (irruiustaiicoH over which tlie University had no control. The 
shortage coines to about Rs. 3 laklis if the progressive increttse of previous years 
1)0 taken into acvount, so that the riori-eo-operntioii movement is responsible for a 
loss of tlirw* lakhs of rujiees to the Calcutta University. 

1 have iiev(‘r understood that movement. J do not pretend to under- 
stand that inoveincut even now. Why the non-co-o}K*nitor8 should have 
directed their energies and their activities to demolish an institution 
which has htx*n built u}) mainly with Indian money, 1 have never been 
able to understand, but the fact reinuins that they attacked the Univer- 
sity with the result that a loss of threv lakhs of nijK'es oi’curred to the 
University. 

Then again in 1917 certain (juestions leaked out. This involved an 
additional expenditure of Us. ()0,t)(10. This makes Us. 3, GO, 000. Then, 
on the toj) of that, we get the establishment of certain new’ universities, 
the Ibicca University, the Kangoon University and the Patna Univer- 
sity. The result of tlus has Iweii that the income of the Calcutta 
UniviTsity has l)een greatly diminished, so that we see a great ]K)rtif>n 
of this deficit is due to causes over which the Calcutta University had 
no control. The cleveiest man could never have foreseen that iion-t:o- 
operation w'ould be directed against the ('alcutta University; he could 
never have foreseen that a leakage of (luestions would occur in lfll7. 
These are things which could never have been foreseen. Therefore, I 
think that to charge the authorities of the Calcutta University with 
a lack of foresight is, to say the least, not fair. 

Now, Sir, the Calcutta University realized the difficulties in which 
they were placed. Realizing the difficulties they made an appeal to the 
India Government. They asked the India Government for financial 
assistance and, in the alternative, if that Government was not prepared 
to render financial assistance, asked for permission to change certain 
regulations by which they would be able to increase examination fees 
connected with the Matriculation and tbo Intermediate Examinations. 
This they considered absolutely essential for increasing the income of 
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that University. For reasons which I have never been able to under- 
stand, the G-overnment of India refused their sanction. The Calcutta 
University, knowing their financial difficulty, appealed to them saying 
either pa^ us the money or let us help ourselves. The Government of 
India practically said — “ We will not jmy you the money and we will 
not let you help yourselves.*' This is really the cause why, to-day, there 
is a deficit of Rs. 5J lakhs. If these thing had not occurred, I am 
perfectly sure that it would not have been necessary for the University 
to petition the Government of Bengal for financial assistance. The 
University has petitioned but the response has not been favourable. 
On the 23rd August the Government of Bengal sent a letter to the 
Calcutta University saying that they were prepare<i to hand over 
Bs. 2,50,000 which was voted by this Council, if they were prepared to 
accept certain terms and conditions mentioned in that letter. The 
Calcutta University considered the matter and there was rather a heated 
discussion with reference to that subject when the matter came up 
before the Senate on the 2nd of December last year. I received the 
impression, or rather when I read the speeches made by the Senators 
at that meeting, I came to the conclusion that the offer had been reject- 
ed. After that, I got this blue book — Rejwrt of the Government Grant 
Committee. I read through this report and I found that the report was 
not in harmony with the s|)eecheM made .by the Senators at the meet- 
' ing of the 2nd of l)e(*ember. I find that practically all the major terms 
and conditions contain(»d in the letter of 23rd August were accepted 
by the University. Though they did not say so, they were accepted. 
I can pi’ove to you that they have been atding on them for the last 
three or four inontlis. They have been acting upon these recommenda- 
tions and they have explained the reasons why they have not been able 
to keep the accounts according to the most approved method. Now in 
order to convince the members of the Council that this is so, I desire 
to deal with these conditions — the conditions laid down in the letter of 
tbe Hon’ble the Minister for Education and the answers given by the 
University. Now the first condition — I admit that it is a good cx>ndi- 
tion — is — 

. . . no further expansion involving financial responsibility will be undertaken 

by the University until their financial position shows an improvement. 

A very good condition, that is to say, you have not got money and 
you must nof exi>and. You have got to pay off your debt and you must 
not incur fresh obligations. How has the University dealt with that? 
In a letter sent by the University on the 14th February, 1922, the 
following imasage occurs : — 

The Syndicate in these circumstances request that a grant be made out of the 
public revenue to enable them to meet this deficit. The Syndicate desire to 
emphasiae that this sum is not needed for new work to be undertaken. It is 
required to meet liabilities which have been already incurred and could not be 
avoided. It ia not practicable to alter existing arrangements all on a inddNi. 
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To take one illustration : most of the appointments in the teaching department of 
the University were made for a term of fire years in the beginning of 1920. The 
University is under a legal obligation to pay the salaries of the gentlemen so 
appointed for some time yet to come. But it is necessary to point out that no 
fresh liabilities are being incurred. Wherever practicable, vacancies on the stafi 
have not been filled up; when it has been found absolutely necessary to fill up 
a vacancy a person has been appointed for the shortest possible term, and on the 
lowest pay acceptable. 

Does not that make it perfectly clear that the University wants this 
Rs. 5A lakhs grant for the purpose of l>aying off its debts? Rightly or 
wrongly, the University has contracted debts to the extent of Rs. hj 
lakhs. The money has got to be paid, unless you decide to allow the 
University to close down. Government must pay the debt and I think 
that the best course is to pay the debt now. This grant of Rs. 2 \ lakhs 
which I ask for is for the payment of the debts incurred by the' Univer- 
sity. Not a farthing of that money will be sijeut on other purjxises, 
on expansion and so forth. Why do not you believe the University? 
The University has made that statement over and over again in this 
book. Why do you not believe the University when they say that thiff 
Rs. 2A lakhs i.s wanted for the pur|K)se of meeting the deficit, and not 
for the purjwse of expansion ? I think, therefore, that it is quite clear 
that the first condition laid down in the letter of the Hon' hie the Minister 
has lieeii accepted by the University. 

The second condition reads thus: — 

The budget for this year should, after it has been passed by the Senate, be 
submitted to Government by the 15th October next, but that for future years »t 
should be piepared by the first week of May and after similar approval by the 
Senate be submitted to Government by the 16th of* that month. The budget 
estimates should show the actuals for the last three years, the revised estimates 
of the current year, and the projwsed estimates for the following year. After tlie 
budget is passed by the Senate, extracts should be communicated to eech depart- 
ment with distinct instructions to keep the expenditure within the sanctioned 

r .iSSlBi 

Now, unfortunately, last year the University had delayed in pre.sent- 
ing and passing the budget. The reason is stated at page 74 of this 
blue book. This is what the report says : — 

As regards the year 1921-22 it may be pointed out further that there were 
really no reliable data available for the preparation of the Budget Estimates in what 
may be considered the appropriate time, namely, before the commencement of the 
financial year. The fees received from the candidates at the various examinations 
constitute the chief source of income of the University; and a sudden decrease in 
the number of candidates cannot but completely upset all previous calculations. 
Thus, if the Budget Estimates for 1921*22 had been prepared, say in March, 1921, 
on the basis of the number of candidates during the three preceding years, the 
estimates would have proved dangerously misleading. Not the wisest amongst 
the members of the University could, at the time, anticipate the probable numlier 
of candidates at the principal examinations to be held in the early months of 
1922, 
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That is the explanation given why the budget of 1921-22 was not timely 
I>re])ared but the Univei’fiity gives an undertaking that it will prepare 
the budget in time in future. This is what they say. At i>age 72 of 
this blue lK>ok, you find some rules laid down. These rules have lately 
been framed in order tliat budgets may be prepared and passed in lime. 
I may be allowed to place before the Council some of the more impor- 
tant of these rules : — 

The lioard of Accounts shall prepare the Budget Estimates of income and expem 
diture of the Universitj' in March and submit it to the Syndicate early in April. It 
shall be based on (a) spccinl preliminary budgets, etc., etc. 

Then secondly, the Syndicate shall consider the Budget Estimates in April .and 
shall, not later than the second week of May, send a copy thereof to every 
member tif the Senate, with tlnur observations and recommendations. 

Thirdly, the Senate shall discuss the budget at a sfiecial meeting to be held 
in the third week of .June. The President of the Board of Accounts shall present 
the budget and move its adoption, explaining its Bpt*eial features and the extent 
to which the recommendations of the Syndicate, if any, slmll be accepted. 

So, we find that whatever the pra(‘ti(‘e may have been in the past, it 
4ias l)een (dianged. The budget for the next year has already lH‘en passed 
so that I may take it that the University is making every attempt to 
conform to eondition No. 2. 

Then, let us come to condition No. 3 — 

It is desirable tlint section 2, (^haptcr VI, of the llt'gulations should b© so 
• altered as to enable the Board of Ac<ountK to meet once every month, and it is 
hoped that stejis will Ih‘ tak(*n lor the jmrpose by the first v^eek of November, but 
until tliis IS <Ione, the Board should he convened as freipiently as |>08sible under 
the authorJt.v vested in tin' Hon'hle the Viee-(d»arieellor under the section referred 
to above, but in any case not less than once in tlirt^e months with a view to 
examine and audit the accounts, consider the ways and means as well as flie 
financial effects of any important nuMisures in eontemplation and make recommenda- 
tion relating to the finances of the University. 

Now with reference to that, Vertain difhiuilties have been exjilained 
by the University in this reix>rt. The report says — 

Minute directions are given as to how many tunes the Board of Aewunta 
should meet in the course of a year; it is evidently nssuined that meetings and 
discussions alone lend to an increase in the funds of the University. To take on© 
illustration only: the Board of Aeeoiints met on the 9th November, 1921, drew 
up an elaborate re}K)rt which was discussed by the Ryndieate on th© very next day 
and was forwtirdt'd to the (Government of Bengal two days later. A year has 
elapsed since tlien and the Board of Accounts has met from time to time in the 
interval, but not a iota of additional money has yet come into the Univerwty 
chest. It is p<f8sible that the (lovernment are not aware that monthly statements 
of accounts are prepareil ami regularly .'«ubmitt<Hi to the Syndicate. It cannot 
be ns.sumed that matters would have been different if the Board of Accounts had 
met even fnini wwk to week. ‘ As we hove already established, th© difficulties were 
foreseen two, if not, three, years agt> — only those who might and should have 
assisted the University have not come forward. 

Then there is another condition that the accounts of separate funds 
should not be mixed up and the actuals of receipts and expenditure 
under each fund should be prepared and submitted to the Board of 
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Accounte, to the *Seiiale, and the Government of Bengal every month 
soon after its close. The University is quite willing to accept this, hut 
the only difficulty in the way is the rej)ort of the Accountant-General. 
The Accountant-General says in his re[>ort that it is not necessary to 
keep separate accounts for separate funds, so that the University is 
rather puzzled as to whether to accept the recommendation of the local 
Government or the recommendation of the Accountmit-Gtuieral. If the 
matter is explained to tlie University I have not the slightest don) t 
that it will follow the course recommended hy Government. 

Then al>out the publication of the budget, the Universily author- 
ities have done sometlung better than what ha.s l)een suggested by 
Government. So far as 1 km>w, the budget was published this year 
in the Cnlcufta Gtiztite which secures publicity. 

Then, as regards the last condition, that all arrears of salarie.s and 
at least half the amount of the examiners’ remunerations amounting to 
Rs. 1,75,000 up to the ‘10th June, 10i?2, should bo forthwith paid, that 
has been fulfilled. The teaching: staff have Wn paid right up to the 
dlst December, and there are no arrears with referen(‘e to that, 

so that we find whether the University authorities admit or not, they 
have accepted most of tin* conditions. The main condition have hetm 
accepted which were imposed hy the Iloii’blc the Minister for the 
purix>se of preventing waste. Now that the.se conditions have been 
accepted by the University authorities— although they choose to say 
that they have not accept^^l tliem — 1 think that it is high time that 
the grant of Rs. ‘J,r)(),(K)0 should he paid. Tliis money, T rejHMit, will 
be utilized for the purpose of paying off the debts of th(‘ University and 
not a farthing of it will be sjxuit for expan.sion of the University. In 
these circiimstan(?es, can theie he any reason why this money should 
not be i>aid? Now the resiK)nsibiIity with reference to the letter of the 
23rd August, of course, rests with the Minister. These conditions, so 
far as I know, were imjKised without any .sanction from the lx*gisla- 
tive Ck)uncil. In his siwech, the lUm’hle the Minister did make refer- 
ences, I think, to certain conditions but what those conditions were we 
did not know until they were actually iraiwsed on the University. ' Rightly 
or wrongly, those conditions are there, and the rc8i)on8ibility with refer- 
ence to them rests upon the Minister. It is for the meml)ers of the 
Council to decide whether that responsibility should C/Ontinue with the 
Hon^ble the Minister or whether we should a.ssume the responsibility. 
As soon as we say that we are not going to sanctioq this grtint of 
Rs. 2,50,000, the responsibility becomes ours, and not the Minister’s. 
Therefore, I say, let the res|x)n8ibility continue to rest with the Minister 
and pass the grant of Rs. 2,50,000. It is only a recommendation. The 
Minister is at liberty to refuse to accept our recommendation. If the 
Hon’ hie the Minister feels that he has a very strong case, he can go to 
the country and explain why he has refuses! to accept the recommenda^ 

n n i,.,* «« i 
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by refusing the money. The money is urgently necessary for the well- 
being of the Calcutta University. 

I may tell you that there are funds which will enable the Univer- 
sity to go on, say, up to the end of March, not longer. The examina- 
tion fees are coming in and it is ui>on these examination fees that the 
University is living to-day. After March, if there is no financial 
assistance from Goveninient, the University must necessarily close down. 
Again, if you do not make this grant of Rs. 2,50,000, you will not be 
in a [position to give rupees 3 or 3^ lakhs next year. You must be 
logical. If you refuse the money to-day, because the University author- 
ities have refused to accept the conditions, you will have to keep on 
refusing grants to the University in future. The University must close 
down; the resixinsibility is extremely heavy, and I imjdore the members 
to consider very carefully before they undertake the responsibility of 
refusing this grant. We have already imposed three taxes which are 
unpopular. Let us not make ourselves still more unpopular by destroy- 
ing the Calcutta University. If you want the success of the Reforms, 
if you want peojde to have faith in the Reforms, you must accept this 
recommendation. If the refusal of this recommendation means the 
closure of the University oven for. a single day, it will mean a great 
discredit to us. 1 therefore ask the members of this Council, indivi- 
•dually and collectively, to consider the matter seriously before deciding 
to vote against my resolution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Professor Mkikherji, your resolution and the 
succeeding ones on the paper are regarded as amendments to resolution 
No. 1. Fifteen minutes is, therefore, your time-limit. 

Prof6980r 8 . C. MUKHERJI: I move that this Council recommends 
to the Government that a grant of Rs. 5,39,480 be made immediately 
to the Calcutta Univei-sitv without imp>osing any conditions thereto 
to enable it to wii>e off its deficit. , 

I deepdy apipreciate the remarks which fell from your lips at the 
very outset, in view of the fact that the atmosphere is charged, nay 
surcharged, with electricity and that the controversy has now assumed 
a personal aspect, no well-wisher either of the Legislative Council on 
the one hand, or of the T^niversity on the other, will do anything or say 
anything to* aggravate the’ situation. I also hopje that this 
matter will he ujdifted from the region of personalities and will 
be looked at with a dispassionate spirit. There is one fact which is 
incontrovertible and tliat is that the Calcutta University is now faced 
with a deficit of about Rs. 5J lakhs. The Accountant-General in his 
repjort has traced the causes and they have already been mentioned 
by my friend, Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt. The University in their rejwrt 
has also summarised the causes that have contributed to the present 
financial difficulties, and there i.s one factor which is common, namely* 
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that a good part of the deficit is due to the cult of non-co-operation. 
According to the Accountant-General it is Bs. 3 lakhs, according to the 
University authorities, it is Rs. 4 lakhs, but the coiunion factor is 
there. If that be a fact and is one of the causes which gotM to explain 
the bulk of this deficit, I do not for myself see any reason why this 
grant should be saddled with any condition. It is a fact that in July 
last, this Council voted a grant of Rs. 2,50,000 without imposing any 
condition. No condition was attached to the grant at that time in 
the month of July last. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I rise to a point of order, 
lliere is a conversation going on between Professor Mukherji and 
another member. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It has hardly begun and if it goes' on it will 
be stopped. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I understood that only the President 
was to call to order. 


Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I think I have a right to rise 
to a point of order, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou may go on, Professor Mukherji. 

Professor 8« C. MUKHERJI: I do not know why the Hon’ble the 
Minister did not send the money immediately to the University. 
Evidently he waited for the rejwrt of the Accountant-General, but 
seeing that even the Accountant-General admitted the fact that the 
deficit to the extent of Rs. 3 lakhs was duo to causes over which the 
University had absolutely no control, I do not see any reason w'hy the 
grant sanctioned by the Council was not given. As regards the ques- 
tion whether a part of this deficit wa.s due to bad financial management, 
it is highly controversial. The University has issued a volume covering 
nearly 200 pages in which the statement has been categorically chal- 
lenged. Whether we accept the arguments set forth by the University 
or not, it goes without saying that the matter is highly controversial 
and where the issue is so controversial, the question of meeting a deficit 
should not have been hedged in with conditions. 

Now, Sir, taking it for granted that a part of this deficit was duo to 
the opening of regular post-graduate teaching classes from 1917-18, 
even taking that for granted what crime has the University committed? 
The University before 1904 was an examining body and it was highly 
condemned on that score. liord Curxon in his convocation speech in 
1904 said— 

What ought the ideal Uoivereity to be in India, ae elsewhere P As the name 
implies, it ought to be a place where all knowledge is taught by the best teachers 
to ail who se^ to acquire it, when the knowledge so taught it tamed to good 
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I)uriK)»(iK and where it« boundaries are receiving a constant extension. If I may 
boriow a metaphor from politics, there is no scientific frontier to the domain of 
knowledge It is the one? sphere where territorial expansion is the liighest dtfty 
insttjad of an ignoble greed. Then the ideal University that we are contemplating 
should be centrally situated ; it should be amply and even nobly housed ; it should 
be well equipped, and it should be handsomely endowed. In these conditions it 
would soon create an atmosphere of intellectual refinement and culture, a moral 
quality and influence would spring within it and traditions of reverence would 
grow up like creepers round its walls. 

After thcRo tJUMnoniblc words tho Indian Universities Act of 1904 came 
into oix»rati(>n8 and the Culcatta University was transformed from an 
examining body into a teacvliing organization. The head and front of 
the offence of th(' ('alcutta University — cidl it thonglitless expansion if 
you lik(} — is that it has created an intellectual atmosphere — an atmosphere 
of refinement and culture. I’he Calcutta University is the premier Univer- 
sity in India — a University of which we are proud and of which India 
is proud. This University is sending out its alumni to help other 
Universiti(‘s to come into being. Has the Govtunment done much to 
help this University hy making liln'ral financial grants? The Univer- 
sity authorities say that within the last 10 years, in the case of the Science 
department, the G(n'ernment of India contributed less than T jH;r cent, 
of the total exptmditure, while in the. Arts department they contributed 
alsmt 17 IK'C cent. Anyway, the Government have not done all that they 
could have done in tlie inaHer of helping the University financially and 
now that it is on tlu‘ verge of bankruptcy, is in a serious financial embar- 
rassment, is it right, is it fair, to bring it to its destruction ? 

Now, Sir, about the conditions. ‘I can very well understand the 
position of the HonTde the Minister for Education. As the trusted 
custodian of jmblic funds he feels that it is incumbent ujxin him to see 
that the funds granted to the University are well administered, and at 
the same time * 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Y our time is up, Professor. You must be very 
brief. • 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I shall take only two or three minutes 
more. At the sairn^ time I can understand the ftH'ling of the Ilon’ble 
the Vice-Cl\imctdlor thal the freedom of a laig-e and autonomous body 
like the University slioiild be safeguarded. Under the circumstances, 
is it a>sking too much that this deficit should be wiped out and the ques- 
tion of the conditions should be considered on their own merits apart 
from the question of deficits? 

Rii HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I move that this Council 
recommends to the Government' that the supplementary grant of 
Rs. 2,50,000 sanctioned in July last be given to the Calcutta University 
without any such conditions as are mentioned in the annexure to the 
Government of BcngaPs letter No. 1769-Edn., dated the 23rd August, 
1&22‘, to the Calcutta University. 
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I hav© too high a regard for the Calcutta University to crave any 
indulgence for it from uiisynipathetic hands. If 1 therefore move this 
resolution, I do so, to enter an emphatic protest against what apjiears 
to me a glaring instaiuje of playing with the vote of the (Vuncil. 

On the 11th July last, the Hoirhle the Minister in charge of the 
Department of Education demanded a supi>lementary grant of 
Rs. 2,50,000 for the Calcutta University. The Budget note exjdaining 
the necessity of this grant ran as follows : — 

In a letter to Government, t!ie Calcutta University has represenWd llint the 
financial year 1921-22 opened with a debit o})ening balance of Rs. 1,48,055 and that it 
is anticipated that tlie total deficit in .Tune, 1922, will Rs. 5, .‘19, 480. Tlie deficit 
is due mainly to the fall in the receipts from examination fees, eU'. Tt is accordingly 
proposed to pive a grant of Rs. 2,50,000 during the current year to the Calcutta 
University to meet the deficit. 

Tluia it will 1 h' seen, if language was not given to man to conceal his 
thoughts, that the grant proiiosed was an unconditional one and was 
designed to afford immediate relief to the Calcutta University faced us 
it was, with a deficit of at)out Rs. lakhs. 

The “ urgent ” and the innx*rative necessity for a subsiantial 
grant to “ save ” the Universify “from ruin ” was further explained by 
the Hon’hle the Minister in his intrmluctory siXM‘ch in the following 
words : — 

I would {ipi>c}i] to the House to pnss tlic grant; it is urgent and irniwrative that 
tliis grant sl’ould be passed. If you do not pass tlie grant, you will bo incurring 
a very serious res]K)nsibility indeed Then the House will have to Ixnir the r<'H- 
ponsibility of being charged by posterity of killing liigh education in the province. 
Htarvation is staring Calcutta University in the face, and unless you make this 
grant immediately to-day, the consequeuc'es will lio very serious. [Mark the word 
“ to-day.”] 

SyTupathetic words emphatically uttered indetxl, hut not a word was there 
about clogging the grant with any condition whatsoever. It may not 
lx? usual to lay bare any conditions in the bud^^et, but is it taking the 
Council into c^mfidence not to mention them even in the sfX'cches 
explaining the cireumstances under which a grant is proix>scHl to he 
given? Not even in his reply to the critics of the University, dm^s the 
Hon’ble the Minister throw out even the faintest suggestion of irajxising 
any condition. Perhaps the situation then was not so ri[x^ and the 
opposition re(iuired furtihed organizatfoa. Howe\*6r, the imiweshion 
left by his speeches was that he was eager — nay, anxious to 
help the University, to “save “ it; and that all that sbxid Ixjtween tho 
Hon’ble the Minister and the University was the vote of the (\mncil 
and that no sooner that would be given, the outstretched right hand 
of help would make over the grant. 

Bat, Sir, appearances were deceptive. Not only the gestation pieriwl 
was further prolonged hut “ some fairy, sure, had changed the child,” 
for a month and a half later what emerged from the secretariat nursery, 
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was not the unconditional grant conceived in this Council, but a change- 
ling with ugly features. Anyone who was aware of the spirit with which 
the Education Dei)artnient of the Government of India was worked 
during the Jast decade and its attitude towards the Calcutta University 
might almost perceive that with the devolution of the duties that spirit 
and that attitude also devolved on the Education Beimrtment of this 
unfortunate province. 

The Secretary to the Education Department informed the Univer- 
sity on the 29ih August last — be it remembered here that the grant was 
voted by the Council on the 11th July — that — 

Tliey will not be justified in handing over any grant until an assurance ii| 
received that eflFect will be given to the recommendations of the Accountant- 
General contained in the report referred to above. , . . and that certain con- 

ditions detailed in the annexure to this letter, will be accepted. 

As soon ns an intimation is received to this effect, orders for the payment ot 
Rs. 2,50,000 will issue. 

And what were all these precious conditions? These are eight in num- 
ber. These conditions have been given in detail by my friend, Mr. Dutt, 
and I do not like to quote them in cjUnso again. 

The first' question, that naturally arises in this connection, is, what 
was the occasion and justification for thcM* apociyphal conditions — 
these after-thoughts? Even if it be granted that the Minister as a 
resjKHisihle administrator has inherent jxiwcrs to iinjKise conditions,, 
still the exercise of sucdi inherent powers must not be without sufficient 
reasons. But two reasons and two only ha\e the Government been 
able to advance in the letter under consideration and let us proceed to 
exumine these. The first is — 

That tliere was a strong fooling Unit it should bo rojeeted — I quote from the 
letter — but that on nn nssurniico being given by the Minister in charge of Education 
that the financial position of the University would be jilaoed before Government 
and that the audit offi(*erH were about to make certain suggesioiis with regard to 
their finances, a sum of Rs. 2,50,000 was ultimately voted. 

Secondly, since then a report has been reeeived from the Accountant-General, 
Bengal, and it reveals the fact that the financial administration of the University 
has hitherto bt'qn anytliing hut satisfactory. 

Now, the first statement wdien analysed will bo found to contain' 
a palpable misiypresentation and ’an eA'ideiit misinterpretation of facts, 
For, I maintain, that neither did the Counril call for nor did the Minister 
give any assurance on his l)ehalf. He was more occupied, as it will be 
evident from bis spf'eches, with defending himself as to why he could not 
accept the resolution of August, 1921, than with formulating any such 
(conditions as appears in the Government letter. The only assurance 
that he referred to was the assurance that he got from the University 
that it was willing to place financial information .before the Govern- 
ment and would not withhold them. No other assurance worth the name 
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was given by the Hon’ble the Minister and the assertion or suggestion 
in the letter to the contrary appears to me an instance of what may be 
called ** terminological inexactitude/* 

Again, if the first statement means that the Council as a whole was 
opposed to the grant and voted for it only when the 8i*id assurance was 
given by the Hon*ble the Minister, then it must certainly be an unfor- 
tunate misreading and misinterpretation of the views and the vote of the 
Council. When no division was called and votes were not recorded, 
how could anyone exactly understand the views of ilie majority of 
the Councillors? Only eleven members of an assembly of 139 took 
part in the debate and (f ihe^^e again as muNV as six siipiHiricd the 
grant without caring for any assurance from the Hon’ble the Minister. 
They at least w’ere of opinion that the Fniversity should not be starved 
and should be helped forthwith, without any further hedging and fen- 
cing, to wipe off the deficit. Then, again, of the four motions for 
refusal or reduction of the propo.s<‘d grant, one was not. moved and 
another was put and lost llie third motion foi rejection moved by 
Mr. Fa«l-ul Ilaq was entirely based o i communal crjiisidoration and was 
eventually withdrawn. It had nothing lo do with University finances 
and accounts, although Mr. Fazl-ul Il:»*[ may now be diHiK)Hed to turn 
the financial conditions to account, fbily Mr. Rishindra Nath Surkar 
seized upon certain w'ords of the jl«»n’blo the Mini.stor and made a virtue 
of necessity by withdrawing iiis motion and thus avoiding u defeat 
How’ far this strategic retreat was the result of a prearrangeinent one 
could not be sure, but it must Im? remembered that he also did not think 
of a conditional grant but urged a very much different reason to refuse 
it altogether. The wish might in this case bo the father to the thought, 
but certainly the statement that the Council voted the grant upon an 
assurance given by the Tlon’ble the Minister and subject to a proviso, 
had no foundation in fact. 

Next, the Government letter smght lo make much capital out of the 
observation of the Accountant-General, that the financial administm- 
tion of the University was anything hut .«utisfactorv.” The University 
has no doubt taken the earliest op|iortuMl y to controvert the jiroposition 
and repudiate the charge. Rut how the allegations and the rejiort of the 
Accountant-General could be brought in when the whole (piestion was 
the making over of the grant sanctioned by the Council, w^eeks before 
the submission of the Accountant-General’s report, I, for one, 
fail to understand. Unless the object was to deprive the 
University of the grant — the invocation of the authority of the Acc<mnt- 
ant-General and imposition of undreamt of and undisclosed conditions 
can have hardly any meaning and justification. Why were not the 
University authorities asked to consider and explain the points raised 
in the Accountant-General’s report before 'conditions were framed and 
imposed with reference to a sanctioned grant P The worst criminal Ims 
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a defence, only the University should not be allowed any oppor- 
tunity to meet the chargee levelled against it. Why? Because per- 
sons there are who are determined not to hear its defence — tv ho would 
choose to 'rx>ndenin it unheard, and ^ould etigerly seize upon a pretext 
to dictate terms to it and to control its administration and working. 
And insistence on humiliating conditions w^ith a view to enter upon u w'ar 
of conquest is not unknown in modern diplomacy. 

But the conditions were not only unauthorized, and were imposed 
with indec-eni haste after an e.r parte decision, as it were, but considered 
on their merits, they api>ear to he as frivolous as unnecessary and as 
vexations as impossible. To take them seriatim — 

(7) The very first condition asks for a stipulation that “ no further 
expansion involving financial lesponsibility will be undertaken by the 
Ui^i versify until their financial jwrsition shows an improvement.^’ Yet 
that was tlie very assurance given by the University in its letter to 
the Government of Bengal, date<l the 14th February, 1922. The letter 
definitely said, the Syndicate desires to emphasise that this sum 
is not needed for new work to be undertaken ; it is required to meet 
liabilities which have been already incurred, and could not Ik* avoided.” 
What |>oint could there be in insisting over again on such a condition, 
no one outside the charmed circle of the secretariat can divine. Only 
friVolousness (!an account for it. 

(2) Uonditions (t?), ('^0 i^*‘d (rli ) — they all relate to and 

demand tlie timely ]>reparation of tlie budget — the frequent meeting 
of the Board of Accounts — the due preparation of the actuals of receipts 
and exjMMiditure and the publication of the budget. There could have 
been some necessity for insisting on such conditions before, but now that 
the Senate has adopted the budget rules satisfying much, if not most, 
of these demands, there can *1x3 no j)oint^ — no significance — at all in 
insisting on these demands. The budget rules adopted by the Senate, 
it will be seen, provide for the timely preparation of the budget, for the 
discussion and adoption thereof by the {senate before the commence- 
ment of the University financial year — for the supply of copies of the 
budget to the Governments of Bengal and Assam as well as for their 
publication Ju the Calcutta Gazette, Thejx* rules further provide for 
the ix’riodical examination and scrutiny of accounts by the Board of 
Accounts as Tvell as for the examination of any new scheme or increase 
of exiHUiditure by the Board — the Syndicate and the Senate before any 
new^ or increased exixuuliture unprovided for in the budget is actually 
incurred. Although monthly accounts of income and expenditure are 
even now regularly prej>ared and submitted to the Syndicate yet the 
adopted budget rules provide that “ a quarterly statement of income 
and expenditure shall lx> i>re{xired by the Board of Accounts and sub- 
mitted to the Senate for consideration.” {Vide the University Govern-^ 
m^nt Grant Committee Reix)rt, page 7-3, rule 9.) If introduction of 
regularity and system in the financial administration of the University 
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and not the conversion of it into a department of the Government be the 
real object, I am sure, a careful [Hjrusal of the budget rules adopteti by 
the Senate will prove that the University authorities intend to l)e more 
regular and systematic in those resixnts than the Oovenunent desire 
them to be. Under the ein^uinstances all unprejudiced minds will urge 
the withdrawal of the said conditions. 

Conditions (r) and ( vin) only remain to be considered and it is impos- 
sible, Sir, to understand on what authority these conditions were insisted 
upon. 

Mr. Dutt has not considered in detail the merits of these conditions 
and I propose to deal with them more fully. 

Condition (r) consists of two jxirts. The first part requires that tho 
separate accounts of separate funds should not he mixed up but kept 
8ej)arate. It is a highly controversial question indeed and proved to l>o 
so by the fact that in this matter at any rate the Government demand ran 
counter to the view of the Accounant-Generul whose rejHwt was made 
the very to hang the conditions on. Here at least the liivloynlty 
to the Accountant-General evaporates. The authors of the University 
report (the Government Grant Committee), therefore, rightly observe 
that while account officers are in favour of imrtial amalgamation at 
least, the Government of Bengal are in favour of complete sejmration.’' 
Under these circumstances the University has done (juite the right 
thing in adhering “ to what has been the method adopted by it ever since 
its foundation,” and as against insistence on such a condition os has 
been proposed by the (joveriiment, the following remark from the said 
report is well worth quoting index'd: — 

We need not invcfitijinte whether their fi.e., the Government] view is welJ 
founded on logic; this much is beyond dispute that the system now advocated 
by them has not at any rate been followed by the Government themselves with 
regard to their transactions with the University. 

If the Ministry of Education is not lost to all sense of humour, certainly, 
in view of this fact, it should do well to drop this condition now with a 
view to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion by maturer considoration and 
further discussion with the University authorities. 

Now, let me examine the last condition, i.e., the eighth. The less 
said of it the better — 

At this stage, the member reached the time-limit. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You had better come to the end of your speech. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: The Council granted 
Rs. 2,50,000 to meet the deficit of Rs. 5,29,480 which did not include the 
examiners' remuneration amounting to Rs. 1,75,000. Yet the Hon’ble 
the Mini.ster urged, in flagrant contradiction of the vote of the Council, 
that that sum must be paid out of the grant of Rs. 2i lakhs ! My sub- 
mifisian to the Council, therefore, is that the grant d Rs. 2,50,000 be 
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given to the Calcutta University as unconditionally as it was originally 
given. Let not other people be the keeper of our conscience and read 
in our vote a meaning which is certainly not our own. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I move that this Council recommends to the 
Government that a committee consisting of non-official members of the 
Council and others be appointed to draw up a statement on the points 
arising in connection with the Report of the Government Grant Com- 
mittee of the Calcutta University Senate, as well as the speech of the 
Vice-Chancellor delivered at the Senate meeting held on the 2nd Decem- 
ber, 1922, and to advise the Government as to the action to be taken to 
deal with the situation generally. 

Speaking here, in this House, last July on the occasion of a demand 
for grant to the Calcutta University I said that I felt embarrassed in 
saying w^hat I had to say, because I found that any criticism of the 
affairs of the University, however legitimate, was regarded by some as 
a personal attack on the Vice-Chancellor. The sense of embarrassment 
I had then is present even now, but it is j)re8ent, Sir, to-day on account 
of a different consideration. I feel that speaking about the Calcutta 
University in this Council is like carrying a lighted torch into a powder 
mazagine. The atmosphere is so surcharged with contending passions 
and conflicting sentiments that one cannot be too careful or circumspect 
in taking part in any debate regarding the Calcutta University. But, 
Sir, however difficult and embarrassing the position of the members of 
this Council may be, a situation has arisen which carries for us cer- 
tain responsibilities, responsibilities which, 1 venture to think, we, as 
representatives of the i)eople, cannot decline. Amid all the jarring 
notes of this controversy, one fact, one supreme fact stands undisputed 
and indisputable, and that is that the University must be saved. That 
is an object in which we are atl equally interested, critics or no critics. 
And I venture to think, notwithstanding what has fallen from Professor 
Mukherji, that this Council headed by the Minister of Education is 
as equally anxious for the well-being of the University as the Senate 
headed by the Vice-Chancellor, That being so, Sir, it must be a source 
of pain to everybody that charges and countercharges of bad faith and 
bad dealing'are so lightly bandied about. The only result of such acri- 
monious controversy can be to divert energy and attention from the real 
objects upon ^ which they should be concentrated. Sir, two opjiosing 
cries have been raised. First, that the autonomy of the University is 
in danger; and the second, that the University must l)e made to put its 
house in order. Sir, it is assumed that there is an unbridgeable gulf, 
an irreconcilable divergence between these points of view. Therefore, 
the question that arises and merits our consideration is this — Cannot a 
formula be found which would reconcile these two divergent standpoints? 
It does not appear, at any rate it does not appeay to me, Sir, that the 
posaibilitiee of such a reconciliation have Wn seriously explored or 
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investi^ted. It has been openly asserted by the University that the 
Minister of Education is attempting to gain unauthoriised control over 
the University, But is that so? I ask again, is that so? The Senate 
Committee have published a voluminous reix>rt on the subject of the 
Government grant, but with all respect to the illustrious authors of 
that report, I cannot helj) thinking that the attitude of Government 
has been wholly misrepresented. We cannot forget, we cannot afford 
to forget, that the A(“C()uiitant-(ieneral submitted a very dainagnig 
report. That report cannot be lightly thrown aside. 1 find that the 
Senate Committee in the report which they have adopted, have made 
some criticisms dealing with some of the minor charges contained in the 
Accountant-Generars reiK>rt, but I do not see in that report any answer, 
any satisfactory answer, to the main or major charges. But that as it 

may, the position really is this: on the one hand we have Ti report 

drawn uj^ by a very high and responsible official of the Government 
— an official, who is detached from everything and atta(‘hed only to 
the fine tradition of the Finance Department, a re|)ort which is 
the result of a minute, close, stsircbing examination of facts; wo 
have that reix)rt on the one hand, and we have on the other, the 
Senate Committees rejjort in answer thereto. That is the jKhsition. 
Now, Sir, in these circumstances, what is our duty? The Vice- 
Chancellor, ill his faimms 8f>eech at the Senate on the 2nd Dec- 
ember, made an impassioned apfieal for knowing the truth and sjHuik- 
ingjthe truth. 1 venture to echo that ap])ettl, and 1 say that the 
tnith must l>e known, and ought to l>e known, and that is why I have 
ventured to suggest the a]>pointment of a committee, Sir, the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal owe it to themselves to take the public into their 

confidence and tell them how far the charges which hav(^ been brought 
against them by tjie Senate in their report are true and can lx* sub- 
stantiated. Otherwise, I warn the Govwniiient that judgment is lound 
to go by default. I have no desire whatever to prolong this unfortunate 
coutroversy. It is doing nobody any goml. But 1 feel and I am sure 
most of us here .share that feeling, that the truth must be known, so 
that once the truth is known, a hupi>y and lasting reconciliation may be 
speedily and satisfactorily brought about. 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: I beg to move that this 
Council recommends to the Government that the rules regarding the 
financial admiiiistralion of the University of Calcutta projK^ed by the 
Hon’ble the Minister of Education in his letter No. 1709 Edn., dated 
the 23rd August, 1922, to the Begistrar of the Calcutta University, be 
strictly enforced before any money is paid out of the revenues to the 
University of Calcutta. 

I urge that the rules for the administration of the finance of the 
University of Calcutta,, proposed by the Hon’ble the Minister should 
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be strirlly adhered to, not becauee I take pleasure in seeing the poorly- 
»j;Vd staff of the Post-graduate Department suffer chronic poverty, not 
OTause I like to see the further progress of the University retarded, 
bu I because I expect that if these universally accepted rules are strictly 
(/'•SlSlerved, the University will stand on a firmer basis. I wonder how 
members of this Council can suggest that the grant to the University 
/!!T?I]1 be made without any condition, in the face of the adverse rejxyrts 
of Ihe audilor. This is not the first time that such remarks have been 
nniile. The audit repcjrt of 1918-19 amongst other comments contains the 
fo’lLwing: — 

‘Phe ohjoctionablc practice of incurring expenditure first and getting H 
,!!iiTiftioned nflerwards which was brought to the notice in previous reports con- 
idSWed during the yc^ar under audit. 

The sum thus sj>ent in 1918-19 in some of the instances amounted to 
ovar Rs. 81,000. 

I have referred to this part of the report to show that the universal 
jirarticp of expending money in a(;cordance with the budget was not 
followed and that University authorities took no serious notice of the 
aiulit reiHirts of the previous year. 

I should here mention that the previous audit rejXDrts were not made 
by ihe present Accountant-Oenerul, who, like many of the active fellows 
.of .he University, has the disqualification of being brought up under 
the old regime. 

The (loverninent of Bengal having asked in 1921 as to when the 
re^nies to audit reports for 1917-18 and 1918-19 might l>e supplied the 
Syiidicat(^ passed tlie following resolution: — 

Itesolvcd, tlint the nttention of the Government of Bengal be drawm to the 
f^/aH tliat apart from tlu' question wliethcr audit reports shall be published as 
Act VII of 1921 had come into o|)A-ntion on the 27th March, 1921, papers relating 
t<» juattcrH \^hich had taken place at a time when the Bengal Government had no 
coiH’crn with the University should not have been published without the consent 
of Jilt* University specially as the comments of, the University upon ITie reports 
m\ not btH?n received. 

Though the replies to the advpr.se audit report were not furnished 
1)V the University within three years still its authorities resent at the 
repirt Inung published without their kind consent. Though the financial 
management is most unsatisfactory and resulted in heavy deficit, for a 
larjre fKirtioiU of whii'li the Fellows of the University are responsible, 
yet they revolt at the suggestion of the universally accepted principles 
of billing with finance on the false pretext of impairing their inde- 
«randeP 06 . 

On the 11th July, 1922, Mr. D. CT. Ghose drew the attention of the 
CiUincil to the proceedings of the Syndicate which ran as fallows: — 

The Hon’ble the Vice’Chanceilor made a statement, on the present finsneiai 
•lOiilition, 



1923.] 


CALCUTTA UNIVEESITT. 


181 


Resolfed, that the Syndicate recommend to the Senate to sanction an overdraft 
to an amount not exceeding Rs. 2 lakhs on the Imperial Bank of India against 
the securities of the Khaira Fund. 

Three days after this resolution the Syndicate resolved the follow- 
ing:— 

The Registrar reported that under orders of the Hori’ble the Vioe>Chancollor 
he had sent two cheques for Rs. 10,000 eacTi to the Netherlands India Commercial 
Bank for purchasing Gorman marks. 

Resolved, that the action taken be approved and that the amount be debited 
absolutely against the Khaira Fund and 8U(‘h other funds, as may be determined 
hereafter. 

Attempts have l)een made to explain away this Hi)eculation in (ierman 
marks by saying that the action was taken to jvay off the price of goods 
obtained from Gennany: How far this explanation serves its -piirpow*, 

I leave it to the memliers of tliis Council to judge for themSelves. 

If the Senate had only condescended to observe the simple rules 
which are ordinarily observed in the matter of framing and passing of 
budget in time and s[KMiding their money in accordance with it, then, 

I am sure thcHo instances of maladministration of finant'es and such a 
heavy deficit would never have (M*cun-ed. 

Sir, the second and third parts of the audit reiort of the Accountant- 
General have Ih^ii placed on the table to-day in answer to my qucsiion. 
They are still more damaging than the first. In one part of the reiort 
the Accoimiant-General says — 

It may he noted here that the credit balance of Rs. 70,664 in favour of the i) 0 »t- 
graduate teaching, is the result of book adjustments whereby funds have been 
transferred from the fee fund to the post-graduate teaching fee fund, when fTTere 
was no balant^e available from the fee fund. Ordinarily the fee fund should not 
show a debit balance, as transfers from that fund to other funds can only be 
I>ermitted to the extent of the surplus available. 

This gives an erroneous impression as to the true ixwition of the two 
funds. I must here inform the Council that Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt’s 
information about the clause of the deficit is wrong. The Ac(x>uniaiit- 
General in the rei)ort, which has been placed on the Library table, con- 
cludes by saying — 

(J) the post-graduate teaching is responsible for the total deficit of about Rs. 

31 lakhs; 

(2) this has resulted from the extension of the post-graduate department 

without any consideration of its resources ; and 

(3) the present financial embarrassment is the cumulative effect of over-expendi- 

ture in the post-graduate teaching branch. 8o Mr. Dutt is not correct. 

Now, Sir, in the face of all these, it is beyond my imagination to under- 
stand, how the keepers of the public purse eeriously recommend to make 
over the grant without any condition. 

But the object of the whole show seeing to me is nothing but play- 
ing to the gallery on the part of the Fellows. Immediately after the 
receipt of the Government letter proposing the present conditions, the 

IB 
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Senate suddenly awake to accept the rules reconujaended by tbeir own 
Board of Accounts on the 17th of December, 1915, after a slumber of 
about seven years. And, after all, what are these nilesP They are 
almost identical with those proiK>sed by the Government. Then, why 
did not the Senate accept the (ionditions which they themselves have 
adopted? How does the alarm of slavery on one hand and money on 
the other’ ^ come in? 

Now the (!onditionK about the publication of the budget and its sale 
to the public, apart from the (luestion of precedent elsewhere, have l)e- 
come necessary under the circumstances created by tlie University 
authorities. The resolutions about the administration of finance are so 
worded that they naturally create an anxious desire on the part of the 
public to understand the meaning underlying them. 1 have already 
quoted the resolution about the purchase of Gennan marks and 1 will 
place another which was once rej)ro<luced in this Council. On the 25th 
November, 1920, the following resolution was ]>assed : — 

The Regifitrnr made n Htntemont on the state of cash balance on tliis date and 
reported the Htoi)H ht‘ had taken to arranRo for payments during the remainder of 
current month and Dectunber. 

Resolved, that the action taken by the RoRistrar be approved, that the proiwsall 
contained in the letter of the Rank ol ItenRal, No. 26798, datt'd the 12th October, 
1920, be ncceptwl, that the lleRistnir bt^ authorized to make necessary endorsev 
ments, and tliat a copy of this n^solution be dorwarded to the Bank with the 
countersignature of the flon’ble the Vice*Chancellor, 

This is another sample of suspicious resolutions, Init ns s(K>n a.s n 
meml>er of this Council asks for any infonnation, the University autho- 
rities reply that “ no information as to the finau(*es of the University 
which is not contained in its jmhlished proceedings will 1 k’ supplied by 
the University for publication,” 

The publication of the hudVet of the University is of utmost imix)r- 
tance to the public. If the budget of the Government and that of the 
Corixu'ation of Calcutta are easily necessihle to the public, then what 
objection ran there possibly for the (^dcutta University in publish- 
ing its budget ? 

The University authorities have, as a matter of fact, accepted all the 
conditions ' pr(>iK>s<'d, after the receijd of the letter of the Gov- 
ernment. They have on the 16th September, 1922, adopted the 
rules for the ^management of ftiianee which are almost similar to those 
proposed in the letter. They have imhlished their budget in the 
CalcMfta Gazette, they have jxiid oli the arrears of salaries of their staff 
and the arrears of examiners’ fees, and they have appointed a Committee 
of Retrenchment instead of further expanding their activities now. 

Having given effect to almost all the conditions proposed by the 
Government, why should they create so much noise in the name of 
freedom and autonomy? Why should they not say plainly and o|ienly 
that the conditions are sound and reasonable? Why should they not 
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admit that the ol>st*rvance of these conditions would only free the finan- 
cial administration of tlie University from adverse criticism? Instead, 
they have raised a hue and cry to enlist public syniinithy — they are try- 
ing to regain the lost c^onfidence on the cant of fixHHlom. This talk of 
freedom on tlie i*art of the Fellows seems to me t(K> much jwotestiug. 
The freedom of the Senators is an ojHMi secret. 

Sir, by this cry for freedom raise’d in coniuH'tion with this question, 
the j)ublic, j)articulurly those meml^ers of the public who bike kiHMi 
interest in the Univeisity affairs, will not 1 k‘ mislead. Tliey know how 
their honest criticisms weie despised. They know that their just grie- 
vances were coiitemptously treated by saying “they have said, wliat 
they say, let them say.’* Tlie honest critics, they know, are stig- 
matized as “ the fleeting sjHM'tres of humanity ” bent ii|)on maligning 
and to stabbing the University in secret. The public an> aware who 
has brought the premier University of India on the verge of bankrujdcy. 
The Univeisity authorities disregarding the warning of the out- 
going Vice-Uhaiicellor, Sir Lancelot Sanderson, has brought about 
tlie heavy deficit and luis thus goaded the (Government to pr(>ix>s<' the 
c'^Miditions which the Senate have themselves acceplwl after they have 
been proiK)Si‘d. The conditions, if accepted, wdll not give any additional 
jH)wers to the (Government which it had not, but the conditions, if given 
effect to, will save the great institution from ruin, and at tlie same time 
the due observance of the conditions will enable the jiublic to keep a 
vigilant eye over the financial management of the University. 

1 can assure the memliers of this (Council that the iniblic have in a 
way approved the (conditions projmsed by the (Government. The Uni- 
vcj'sity authorities headed by Sir i^rafulla (niandia Roy apjxuiled to tin* 
c(»untry but the country has turned a deaf ear to the aj>jwal pmving 
thereby that when their money, whether fmm the coffers of the Gov- 
ernment or direct from their own safes, are to lx.* paid, conditions like 
those suggested by the Government should be observed. Sir Prafulla 
Chandra Roy’s api>eal for funds for the Noith Ren gal ficKxl was promptly 
re8iK)nded to but liis rei)eafed apixuds for funds for the (’alcutta Univer- 
sity under the jire.seiit circumstances, made no impression on the public. 
We are the custodians of the public purse and we should move very 
carefully in this matter. 

An impression has l)een created that the l/egislative Council did not 
vote the grant annexed with conditions, hence the Minist/cr has no power 
to propose conditions. 'Whether the Ilon’ble the Minister had any 
authority or not it is 'his duty to defend himself. But if the Ilon’ble 
the Minister on the other hand, had paid the grant to the University with- 
out taking proper safeguard, I of all persons would never have approved 
of the action of the Minister. There were ample indications given dur- 
ing the debate which justified the Minfster apart from his inherent 
powers, if any, to attach conditions to the offer. The members of this 

13a 
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Council are aware that on the assurance of the Hon’ble the Minister, 
Mr. Fazl-ul IIfi<i and my humble self withdrew our amendments recom- 
mending the refusal of the demand for the grant in July, 1922. It is 
not true that in order to avoid a defeat I withdrew my amendment as Rai 
llarendraiiath (^haudhuri has said. 

1 must sa.v that I i)erfe(tly agree with the Senate that the Gov- 
emment should have made a grunt to the University sufficient to wijie 
out the deficit and to leave a de^^ent surjdus. I agree that a recnirring 
grant foi* the cause of hightu- education of the people should be made 
out of their own revenues. But 1 must confess that I do not agree with 
the attitude with which the University jiuthorities are carrying on the 
propaganda. They are afmsing the honest critics and have made most 
scurrilous attacks on the mernl^ers of this Council. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: You have exceeded your time-limit. If you have 
not much to say, I allow you to tjonclude your speech. 

Babu RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR; Thank you, Sir. 

1 do not apinove of the hints underlying the following lines of their 
re[»ort : — 

Tlio Accountant-General dcH's not state that tho Univernity funds liavo been 
misapplied or miHuppropnated — there have been .no cases of inflated salaries, coin- 
‘fortnble hill allowances, or unauthoriml truvcdling and halting charges. 

In conclusion I must say that the object of my resolution is to 
enforce file |K)pular wish in a constitutional way and hence I commend 
the resolution for the accejdance of this Council. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : The resolution that stands 
in my name is rather a lengtli^^ one, and it runs as follows: — 

** This (\)uncil recommends to the Government that the Senate of 
the Calcutta University be invited to depute four representatives, 
including the Yice»-('hancelloii, to form a joint committee with ft>ur 
n^presenta lives of this (h)uucil iiududing the Minister in charge of Educa- 
tion, with a view to settle a definite line of action as regards the reoon- 
stniction of.the Uiiiversily and the other controversial questions raised 
in the several rejwrts of the committees appointed by the Senate upon 
Government comiminications and in the debates of this Council on the 
Calcutta University matters this year, and that His Excellency the 
Governor, as Chancellor of the Calcutta University, be approached, when 
this is agreed to by the Senate, to preside over the deliberations of this 
committee, and that, pending the final determination of the line of 
action by the said committee, the sum of Rs. 2,60,000 granted in July 
lost be made over and a further sum of Rs. 2,83,516 be granted and 
paid to the University to enable it to clear off its debts as shcfwn in its 
sanctioned budget for 1922-23.*’ 
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I may now explain the situation. In July last when the question 
of this grant to the University was brought up in this Council, I 
supported the proiwsal. The Hon’ble the Minister made certain observa- 
tions when discussing the budget in the annual debate in March last and 
they were taken exception to by the University; but the Hon’ble the 
Minister was very 8ymi>athetic in the July meiding and he recoimnend- 
ed tliat the grant should be made and we supiK>rted him in that pnqwsal. 
The question, however, is not of the grant of Its. 2,50,000 or 
Its. 5,39,000 as raised in to-day’s debate. Tiie real question is wduit is 
to he done in this matter; how is the University to be reconstructed 
The question is not a new^ one. When the University was under the 
Government of India a Commission was apiK>inU‘d and an eminent 
exix‘rt was brought from England to preside over it; the Vict^-Chan- 
cellor and the Director of Public Instructioi^were also memjKMs of this 
Commission. They recommended that a reconstiviction was necessary, 
but, unfortunately, their recommendations were not given effect to 
because they were on such an extravagant scale that it was iH'Vond the 
IK)wer of this Council to accept them. So we are not in a iMvsilion to 
curry out the recommendations of 'that (Vnnmission. In July, 
the question w'as raised at the instance of my friend, Babu Jatindra Nath 
Basil, tliat the reconstruction of the University ought to be taken up and 
he brought forward certain proixisals as to how the University should 
Ik* reconstnicted and carried on. At that time or near about then, mniJi 
discussion was going on in the public press and some unfavoui^able 
remarks W'eie jKissed on the working of the Calcutta University. There- 
ujK)n, a further (piestion was raised, so far as I rememlKU' in August, 
1921, I believe, at the instance of Babu Ilishindra Nath Suikar wdio 
jm'ojxvsimI that, if any financial helj> was necessary for the University, 
no substantial grant should lx* made without making a sifting inquiry 
as to the working of the University. That wuis the gist of his resolu- 
tion. Some time in November, 1921, another (question wuis raised. 
The University juofxised that the registration fee of graduates should 
be raised from Its. 2 to Rs. 5. This Council refused that prniM)sal. In 
reviewing the situation of the University, the llon'bJe the Minisiei for 
Education remarked in a general w'ay uiK)n the working of the Univer- 
sity. The question of the reconstruction of the University, and the 
reasonableness or otherwise of the remarks of the llon’lde the Minister 
led to the formation of several committees by tlie University to revuVw 
the whole situation. In intimating the grant of Its. 2,5(),(M)0 the 
University authorities were asked to act according to the suggestions 
laid down in the letter. The University took up an attitude of ojqxwi- 
tion — ^not at all a reasonable attitude. They said that the Bengal 
Council was not reasonable in not accepting their reiioinmendaljons for 
raising the fees and that the offer of Rs. 2^ lakhs on certain conditions 
was an encroachment upon their rigkts and that the position of the 
University was such that the reconstruction question could not be decided 
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off-hand. What is to be done under these circumstances? We see that 
they are in heavy debts and that they are prepared to beg from door 
.o door to make up this deficit instead of coming to the Government 
for any help. It is a very unfortunate situation. If the question were 
for the payment of. a few lakhs of rujiees only, I would have advised the 
Hon’ hie the Minister not to be very particular about the objection of tlie 
University if they thought that we were really encroaching upon their 
constitutional rights. Without caring much about it, let us help the 
institution so that they may be out of their debts. There is a desire 
not only on the i>art of the authorities, but also on the jxirt of several 
individual memt)erH of this House that the University should lx» put on 
a democratic, basis and some imin'ovement should be effected, if not 
to the full(‘st extent as recommended by the Sadler Commission, at least, 
as far a.s j>ossible, to some^extent. In tlie Reformed Government we 
have lost a very heavy sum earmarked for the six*cial development of 
education. I think it is a sum amounting to Rs. lakhs or so and the 
Educaition Department lost it under the new arrangement of financies. 
If we could save that amount, 1 think much relief could l)e given easily 
and much could Ih* done for suc.c’essfully managing the affairs of thd 
University. In March last year, though there was a desire on the jJart 
of the Hon’ble the Minister of Education to meet the denuuid, yet he 
could not do it for want of funds. When'we could ]>ay something we 
made an offer, but, unfortunately, the University took a defiant attitude 
which is vcM’v unfortunate no doubt. I am not one* of those who would 
like to advocate a trial of strength between the University on the one 
side and the Exocuitive Government on the other. Mon in the Educa- 
tion Department are naturally rath(*r sensitive in their dealings with 
the practical side of the worldly affairs. Jf they are so, let us relieve the 
situation hy not insisting uj)on*the strict adherence to the terms. Let 
us help them, though we are the custodians of the public purse, thoug’h 
Education is a transferred subject, y«‘t we should l)e lil)eral. 1x4 them 
have the money and save the situation for Ihey accepted all the recom- 
mendations im|H)sed though they did not ac’cept the money. Something 
more ought to Ik* done. Let thc*re l)e a committee. Ijet the 
University — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You leave reached the time-limit, but you can 
finish your sentence. 

BMhi KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI; the University elect 
four and the (\)uncil four. Let the Education Minister lee one of the 
four and the A^ice-Ohancellor should also be on the committee. His 
Pixcellenc y the Governor who is the Chancellor of the University, is to 
be the President of that committee and in the meantime to save the 
situation, let us imy the whole amount to meet the deficit. 
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The following resolution, standing in the name of Maulvi A. K. 
FazLul Ha<i, was, in the absence of the meml>er, deemed to be with- 
drawn : — 

This Council reconiniends to the Government that none of the 
conditions iniXK)sed by the ITon’ble the Minister on the grant made to 
the Calcutta University t>e mollified without the formal consent of the 
Bengal Ijegislutive Council/’ 

ttai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: With your is‘rmission, I 
move the resolution slaiiding in the name of Babii Annnda Charan Dutta. 
The resolution runs thus : — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that the sum of 
Rs. 5,50,000 be granted to the University of t’alciitta to make up its 
deficit, without any conditions except those laid down by the Univer- 
sity Act and Regulations regarding ex|>enditure and account, and that 
a sum for annual gnuit to the University 1 h‘ fixtsl in consultation with 
the University authorities with an exjuess understanding that the same 
will be accounted for to tlie Government, and that it undersOK>d that 
the Uni\ersity shall not ordinarily get any sum lH*yon<i the same.” 

In tliis fight l>etween a tiger and a buft'alo it is very ditficult to say 
what party to stand by. The struggle has assumed sucli proiKudions 
that in the interests of the country the fight should no longer 1 h' allowed 
to continue. On the one hand there are suggestions that the debts of 
the Cniversity should bt^ wijjed off without any conditions whatever. On 
the other hand there is the recommendation for scrutinizing and check- 
ing the accH)unts of the C^ilcutta University In'fore any grant is maile. 
The Ilon’ble tlie Vice-Chancellor, confident of his influence and i>ersonal- 
ity, ignores all the conditions and wants that the grant Ik* made without 
any restriction. 

It appears that no party has lK*en able to meet the other in regard 
to the sentimental part of the whole affair. This resolution aims at the 
solution of the problem and protects the interests of lK)th sides. It 
suggests tliat the debts of the University should be wif>ed off and there 
should lx* no conditions excejd those laid dow n by the Rules and R<*gula- 
tions under the Universities Act. It also suggests iliat for future 
guidance it should lie distinctly understood that no grant should be 
made without necessary conditions being imjKmed. It will Ix^ seen that 
the resolution protects the University as well as the State. I therefore 
do not see why we should not agree to this resolution. The University 
is in debts and unless the same are now’ w’ijjed off the University would 
be in a very i>erilous position. 

The Hon’Me Mr. P. C. HITTER: I must (xmfess I ff*el a goml deal 
of difficulty in really understanding this ,unfortunal(* controversy. I 
say I feel difficulty in appreciating the issues of this unfortunate con- 
troversy, becau^ it seems to me the question i.s one which, given the 
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necessary good-will, can be settled, ought to be settled, and should be 
settled, by a discussion round the table for 15 minutes and certainly not 
more than half-an-hour. If, instead of sending a ponderous report like 
this to be examined with all the circumlocution of a Secretariat Depart- 
ment, the University had made up their minds to meet either myself or 
Mr. Roy or Mr. Hornell, we could have discussed and come to some 
conclusion within a short space of time. Sir, after all what is the 
reason for this controversy? What is the basis for this acrimony 2 I 
am glad to say that no acrimony has been displayed in this House and 
the present has been the best debate on the subject so far. Hut, unfor- 
tunately, there has been a certain amount of acrimony outside the 
Council. What is the basis of this? It has l)een asserted that it is 
the objec.t of the Ministry of Education to take over the control of the 
University. 1 repudiate that suggestion with all the emphasis that I 
can .command. Jt is my unfortunaW duty to discharge my responsi- 
bility to the members of this House and through them to the taxpjiyers 
of the Province. If I ]>ay mcmey to any institution — never mind 
whetht^r that institution be the University of Calcutta where the flower 
of Bengal is to Ix^ found or that institution be a simi>le primary school 
managed by villagers — it is my duty if 1 pay one single ni.j)ee of the 
taxiMiyers’ money, to stH) that that nijjee is w’ell 8}>ent, projverly s|)ent, 
and that business methods are observed in the management of the institu- 
tion so that if I am cuJled U) lu'count, I can render a good account :ofi 
the money. Now, Sir, that is the reason which actuated me to impose 
certain conditions. Assuming for the moment that all the arguments 
of some of my hon’ble friends who siK>ke against me and on the opposi- 
tion side are coritxt, what is the Wst way of settling the question? 
Certainly not by a full-<lies8 debate of this House but as practical men 
we should discuss it round tlqj table without passion or prejudice and 
keep the issues quite clear l>efore us. So far as I am concerned, and so 
far as every resjH)nsible officer of my dejmrtment is concerned, we are 
quite willing to settle this matter in thif? way. Let the Hon’ble the 
Vice-Chancellor fix a time and do me the favour and honour of calling 
on me at my office — let him come b>-morrow if it suits him — I shall with 
the gwatest pleasure discuss and come to a settlement with him. If 
the Vice-Chancellor cannot find any time — for in spite of his great love 
for the University he has other occupotions — let him send two or three 
memlx'rs of tl>e Senate or of the Syndicate to discuss this question, and 
I undertake, given the neces.sary gooil-will, to settle the thing within 
half-an-hour. I must, however, strongly deprecate the methods that 
have l)een adopted in this matter. I say that these methods are not 
the right methods. But I do not want to pursue that point, lest I give 
offence and T am anxious to avoid giving offence. 

T would like to place before this Council what,, in my view, the func- 
tion of the Council is in a matter like tliis, I think. Sir, it is well 
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known that it is not the duty of any Parliament or of any Legislative 
Assembly to administer. If any one would turn to any elementary 
book on the subject, even Ilbert’s Elementary Book on “ Parliament,” 
will give him^this information. In that book he will find the following 
passage : — 

Parliament does not govern. Parliamentary government does not mcnui govern* 
ment by Parliament. Ont'e and ont-e only, in the course of Knglish history has 
the House of Commons attempted to administer the affairs of the country through 
Executive Committees, and the precedent set by the l/ang Parliament has not lH*en 
followed. 

That Ix^ing the position many of the resolutions which we have 
before us, if their object be only to advi.se Government, are quite proi>er 
but if their object be to take over the administration from the Adminis- 
trative Ihqmrtmenl, I submit that the attemi>t is to follow, a eourse 
which must lie condemned. This preliminary oliservation of mine has 
an inifKirtant bearing on some of the criticisms that have Ihhmi made. 
For exan\i)le, it has lieen stated that this House voted Rs. 2,50,(MK) 
without any condition and why did the Mini.ster imjjose any condition F 
Apart from tlie [ireliminary answer ali*eady given 1 have g(M)d and sul>- 
stantial reasons to meid their criticisnis. Assuming that this House 
did not iinjiose any condition it w'as my duty to H<*e that the money 
voted by this House was well and projierly sfieiit, and that business 
methods wt'n^ oliserved. To attain thest^ objects it was my duty to 
satisfy myself that reasonable and proper conditions were im])osed. It 
is jierfectly true that iu the resolution itself there was no oondiUon, 
nor could there he any eouditioual grant passed hy any House but 
anyone who would follow the debat(* would lie satisfied that the state- 
ment made in the optming lines of the letter of the Se(‘,retary to my 
dejiartnient was jierfectly justified in spite of ex|>ressions like ” iennino- 
logical inexactitude ” being used in this debate. The jxisition was this, 
] made two sjx^eches, one the ojxuiiug sjx*ech, and the other the conclud- 
ing Hjieech, in connection with the demand for this grunt of Rs. 2,50,00(1 
for the University on the llth of July last; and in my ojiening six^ech 
I made two points. I .said that since the matter was debated last time 
the position had changed in two respeitis. I said — 

The University has also informed the Government that it is x'illing to plmie 
financial information before Government. When the University is willing to pU<*e 
all As buancinl offairs before tiu* Government, the House will have an opportunity 
of dealing with the question on its own merits. Tliis decision of the University 
to place its financial affairs before the Government was first arrived at by the 
Syndicate and has subsequently been wnfirraed by the Senate. Further, there 
is another very imjwrtant aspect of the question, to which T desire to draw the 
attention of the House, namely, the auditing of the accounts of the University, 
The auditing of the* accounts up to June, 1922, is, 1 am told, almost ready for 
submission before Government. 

My second point was this — 

I further understand that the audit officers propose to make certain suggestions 
about the current year’s acooonts as well. It is with the current year’s accounts 
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that we are more concerned than with the past year’s. Now, first of all, the 
University has promised the information we want; and in the next few days I 
sfinU have important infortuaiion from the officers of the (sovernment. Therefore, 
I would ap|)eal to the House, since they have waited so long, to w^ait a little more. 
I would appeal to the House to pass the grant; it is urgent and imperative that 
this grant should be passed. 

Then, Sir, in H])ite of iny apjituil, strong criticisinH weie made and amend- 
ineiitH for rejecting the grant were moved and in my concluding speech 
1 said — 

Since tlien, an important change has taken place, and I have already informed 
the House of that change. We have Imhui assured that the University will not 
withltold its financial all airs from the Government. Tliat goes to the root of the 
whole question. 

I may inform the House and the House itself will remember that this 
withholding of information was one of the matters that ctiused great 
resentment in the House against the University. Some meml)ers of the 
House were under the impression, rightly or wrongly, that the Univer-< 
sity was unwilling to place financial informal ions before this House. 
That goes to the riKit of the whole ([uestion. I also said — • 

I really hop<' tluit after this assurance of the University to winch I referred 
in my opening speecli, tlie House would he spared many of the arguments which, 
if I tuny say so without offen<*e, were entirely irrelevant. This assurance 1 could 
not give in August, 1921, or on the 1st March, 1922. Well, if tlie University 
plaet'iH all its finaneiul affairs before me, I, as MimsWr res|K)nsible to this House 
for the proper administration of the Kducation Ih'partment, whicli is now a trans- 
ferred subject must place before you siieli of the information relating to those 
affairs as I consider ixdevant. 

Then I also stated this — 

1 will not enter into the debatable question of law, but it is i*ommoii sense 
that if the I'niversity or, for the master ot that any public Ixidy wants money Ironi 
State eofiers, tlien the rt'preseiitatives ol the |H'oph* and tlie Government resjwn- 
sible to those represeatatives are entitled to look into the aci'ounts of that body. 

I may mention here tliat tho great Universities ot Oxford and Cambridge never 
took any help from the State eolfers, but on aewunt of the war owing to unfor 
tunate eireumstances these great Universities had to ask for State help. And 
W'heii they asked for State help tliey had to accept the apixiintment of a Royal 
Commi.ssion and their nlfairs were fully investigated ; they have estates from which 
tliey derive large iiu'ome and the affairs even of their estates w'ere fully investi- 
gnti'd. llefore a MinisU'r could convince the Parliament that State grant was 
necessary, m the firat plac-e, it was ijecessary for the MinisU>r himself to be con- 
vinced and, in tln> set'ond place, it was ne<H*ssary for him to convince the represen- 
tatives of the |xH)[>le. It i.s, therefore, necessary that materials have got to be 
furnished and 1 must submit the relevant portions of such materials to the 
House, 

Now, what was the jHisitimi ? The position in short — you may 
raise liair-splitliiig jxuiits in the course of argument — 'Was this, and 1 
am siirt' that the memhers of this House who were present on that occa- 
sion will bear me out when I .say that there was a* great feeling in this 
House against this grant. T will not again enter into the rights and 
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wrongs of that feeling, except reminding that one of the reasons for the 
^^xistence of this feeling was that the Univemt}’, it was suppostnl, was 
not willing to place its huaucial affairs before this lloiise, and this 
House thought that if we ma<le over the money — and some of the 
members actually criticised to that effect — not Us. lakhs, but even 
twice or thrice that amount, the deficit could not be wijied off as they 
felt the Univei-sity would go on sj^ending money beyond its resources. 
That being the jiosition, Sir, I say that in jioint of substance tlie condi- 
tion w'as liractically an understood one, but 1 quite agree with my 
hon’ble friends, Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri and Mr. Ajoy Chunder 
Ihitt, that there was no such condition for the simple reason, aceording 
to my judgment, that there could not be a conditional budget gnint, 
but even if some memU^rs of this House, afU*r reading the whole debaW, 
come to the conclusion that there W'as no condition, 1, us Minister, for 
reasons 1 have already explained, am bound to lie satisfieil that the 
money is pro|)erIy and well sj)ent and that business methods are observeii. 

Now', Sir, 1 desire to place a few facts wdilch will enable the House 
to form their ow’ii judgment, although I have alreiuly submitte<l that 
this is not the i>ro|>er j)lace to investigate (juestions of ai’counts and facts, 
but since hon’ble memlKUs on both sides of the House have thought fit 
tx> go into tile matter, let me place before the House a few' facts sbow'- 
ing the general ixisition. Now, Sir, in the Aeeountant-Generurs reiKirt, 
which is available to inemlxus of this House in the form of a very use- 
iul blue book, published by the University in spite of the shortness of 
their funds and distrilmled amongst the memWrs of this House, at 
inige 170, hoirble iihuuIkms will find that the University luwl Rs. 4,04,117 
bidongiiig to vaiious (‘armarked and Trust Uunds. Every ruiK*e of these 
earmarked and Trust Eunds has lieeii sjKuit. — tn'en amounts like caution 
deiKisit money to the extent of Rs. 7,150 have lieen six*nt ; i»altry amounts 
like the Sir (riini Das Memorial Eund of Rs. liave l)t*en siKUii. This 
discloses a veiy serious state of affair. It discloses the fact that a Inxly 
like the University where we have got the flower of Rengal must have 
been so hard-pressed for money as to lie eom|)elled to siXMid Trust Eunds 
and earmarked funds to the extent of Rs. 4 lakhs and (xld. Not only was 
it necessary for them to si^nd the whole of the Trust Eunds and ear- 
marked funds but they had actually a debit balance in the ImjKiiial 
Ikaik of India on the last day of that official year, namely, on tlie d(hh 
June, 1922 — the University official year closes on the dOth June — tliey 
had actually a minus balance of Rs. 1,171. Not merely that. On the 
last date of that official year, according to the report of the Accountant- 
General, they had to meet outstanding demands to the extent of 
Rs. 2,97,4fi2. It shows that it was ner^essary for the University not 
only to sj)en<l every rupt»e of those Trust h'unds and earmarked funds 
hut it was necessary for the Univemty to get Rs, 1,171 from the Bank 
as overdraft. The University was not in a position to i>ay salary bills, 
examiners^ remuneration to the extent of Rs. 1,76,000 and various other 
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items the sum total of which was Bs. 2,97,462. Therefore, Sir, 
as the Accountant-General correctly points out in the next paragraph,^ 
the deficit of the University is not Rs. 5,42,000 as is commonly supposed, . 
but the deficit of the University is really Rs. 4,04,117 plus Rs. 2,97,462 
jduH Rs. 1,171, the debit balance at the Bank of Bengal, that is a total 
of Bs. 7,02,750. A sum of Rs. 5,42,75f3 has been arrived at by the 
Ac-countarit-General in this way. The Accountant-General points out 
that out of the Rs. 4,04,000 of earmarked funds there are funds in which 
Government as well as other people are interested, and if the University 
1)6 allowed to write off those funds then the deficit will come to 
Rs. 5,42,753, but the Accountant-General further points out that there „ 
are funds included in the Rs. 4,04,000 whioh the University cannot 
write off. Therefore, it is important for the House to remember that 
the total deficit is not Rs. 5,42,000 and odd, but Rs. 7,02,000 and odd 
and that makes the iwmtion more serious. The Accountant-Genetral 
gws on U) iK>int out as to how this huge deficit was accumulated and 
on |nigo 173 of this very cx)nvenient blue book for which I again thank 
the University, the hon’ble memWs will find that in the year 191K-19 
the University hml a deficit of Rs. 38,000; in 1919-20 they liad a deficJt 
of Rs. 1,77,000; in 1920-21 they had a deficit of Rs. 2,08,000, and in 
1921-22 they had again a deficit of Rs. 50,000. Now, Sir, my short 
answer to tlie suggestions of some of the hon’ble members that the 
Univeasity (uime t-o grief for no fault of its own, is that if the Univer- 
sity watched their financial iH>silion they w'ould not have come to grief. 
There was a deficit in 1918-19 of Rs. 38,000, why did they allow that 
deficit to increase to Rs. 1,77,000 in the following year? No practical 
l)ody of men would do it. But as 1 said on a previous occasion, I do 
not for a moment (jiiestion the motive of the University. Actuated by 
the highest and noblest of motives, namely, the exi)ansion of educa- 
tion, sj)ecially higher education, their judgment got the better of their 
discretion. They e.xpanded, and as l^ofessor Mukherji rightly obsened, 
they ex]>iuided because knowdedge has no limit. In their enthusiasm 
they forgot the hard and dry facts of tlie worid. Tliey forgot that 
without money mere enthusiasm will not carry them long ; and forgetting 
that there is such a thing as sound financial administration, forgetting 
that there is such a thing as sound business method, they allowed their 
deficit to rise from Rs. 38,000 to Rs. 1,77,(X)0 and again to Rs. 2,08,000 
when they brought it down to- Rs. 50,000. I quite admit, as does the 
Accountant-deneriil, that some iwrtion of the huge deficit is due to that 
unfortunate, and mischievous movement, the 'non-co-operation move^ 
ment amongst the students. For that nobody holds the University 
responsible and least of all I do not. But their deficit is Rs. 7,02,000 
and if we allow Rs. 3 lakhs to the credit of that pernicious movement, 
still there remains a deficit of Rs. 4 lakhs and odd, which is due to 
want of forethought ou the part, of the University authorities. I hope 
the University authorities will not take any offence if in the di«>hivrge 
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of my duties I have to describe their action in this matter as disclosing 
want of forethought. Now, Sir, how did it come about? The Aooount- 
ant*Geueral has stated how it came about on page 171 of the blue book 
and also on page 174. Shortly, Sir, it came about in tins way. There 
is a certain regulation under which the University can for its post- 
graduate studies get one-third of the Fee Fund and under clause (d) 
of that ])articular regulation the University can, with the consent of 
the Senate, set aj)art a further sum from the Fee Fund. One-third of 
the Fee Fund brought the University a net income of more than Bs. 2 
lakhs a year. As regards further sums under clause (.'/), of course it 
is pretty olmous that the Senate could not transfer unless there was 
money in that Fund, hut the Accountant-General i>oints out that 
although the debit balance of the Fee Fund was Its. 3.03,000, time after 
time the Seriate actually transferred moneys from the non-existent Fee 
Fund to the Post-graduate Fund. One of two things must have 
hniTiiened; either the Senate took the Syndicate on trust and did not 
inquire into the actual state of the Fee Fund, or a difficult fwychologi- 
cal problem pres^Mits itself to one’s mind, namely, how could a resjwn- 
sible body direct the transfer of money from a fund which had a debit 
balance and add to the credit side of another fund with an ulr(*ady exist- 
ing credit balance. The actual |K)sition is that the Fee Fund on the last 
date of the official year shows a debit balance of Hs. 3,63,000 and 
curiously Post-graduate Teaching Fund, which owes its existenc^^ to the 
transfer of money from the Fee Fund, shows a crerlit balance of 
Its. 76,000 and odd. We liave a numlier of business men in this House. 
I put it to the business men of this House that if their managing agents 
canied on their affairs in this way, what would be the position? 1 
appreciate that the University is not a business concxjrn, that the 
University is - mainly a place for advancement of learning, but even 
advancement of learning you cannot successfully carry on unless you 
pay some regard to business methods. Now, Sir, the Accountant- 
General has pointed out further that budgets were very often not jwe- 
IXiied till almost the whole year was out; that moneys were paid out 
without budget provision, that orders were placed by persons who had 
no authority to place orders. I think, I may say with the utmost confi- 
dence that even those who are wedded to the policy adopted by the 
University, namely, the policy of expansion, although they had no 
money, will admit that want of proper business methods is ultimately 
likely to lead the University to ruin. 

Now, Sir, another difficulty was this. Apparently they never cora- 
jiared their actuals with their budget estimates. If they had done that, 
I fail to see how they could sancfion money being spent, because the 
actuals would have at once told them that there was no money. Well, 
to most of these points in the closely pripted poges dealing with the 
Accountant-General’s report in reply to the letter from the Government 
I do not find any mention. The University has thought fit to print this 
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book oonsisting of 182 pegen and it has do voted a special cliapter on 
the re}X)rt of the Accountant-General consisting of about 27 jiogefi. 
The Accountant-General has, as every one expects from him, made his 
IKjints systematically jHiragraph by paragraph. If the Univei’sity had 
followed the system of the Accountant-Geneiul, then one could have 
found out at a glance what ix)int had l)een answered and what point 
had not been answ'ered. They did not follow that system, they made 
general criticisms al>out the rejKW't. I and the officers of ray deiwirt- 
raent sj^ent hours and hours togc^ther to satisfy ourselves as to how the 
University answered the jioint^i in the A(MX>untaut-General’s report 
and I must confess we had considerable difficulty in finding out specific 
answers to sjK*cifi(* jK)iuts. Even if it were i)ossible for Government to 
jXiy not Ks. 2 \ lakhs, but say, Its. 15 lakhs from their depleted coffers, 
if the University declined to follow business methods, they will have 
to come to us for help again. If they follow business metluKls, they 
will be able tx) find out what is going wmng. They want autonomy for 
the University; I also desire that the University should have autonomy, 
and Wniise I want them to have autonomy 1 suggest that business 
ineth(Kls should l>e adofxted by them. 

Here the (Council adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After the adjouniment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: I was going tf) say when the House 
adjourned that it is because I value the autonomy of the University 
that I am so anxious alKUit good financial management of the Univer- 
sity. It is because I value the autonomy of the Triiiversity that it hurG 
me when I find luy University going with the beggar’s bowl from dooii 
to door and then coming back disappointed; it hurts me when I find 
that my Triii versify has brought itself down to a position that has 
necessitated most acrimonious debates in the Legislative Council and 
elsewhere. If business metlfods were followed, if there were scrutiny 
of accounts, then I am sure, in spite of its anxiety for expansion, the 
University authorities would have kept themselves within bounds. Now, 
Sir, the Accountant-General, both in his original report and in his subse- 
quent letter, dated the did of January, has pointed out that the Univer- 
sity authorities promised that Ks. 12 lakhs would be quite enough to 
curry on tjie activities of the IW-graduate Department. From the 
one-third of the Fee Fund, the Accountant-General points out, they had 
Ks. 2 lakhs and more, but as -a matter of fact, if they had spent even 
up to a figure of only Ks. 2i lakhs a yeflt, then it would have been 
possible for them to keep within their bounds; they have been spending 
far .moie than that with the result that, as has been pointed out on 
pages 177 and 178 of the report, they have overspent to the' extent of 
Ks. 6,70,000 on this head alone. 

Now, Sir, an examination of the general position will, therefore, 
show that the University has been sjwnding more than its income, that 
the University did not frame budgets in time, that the University did 
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not compare its actuals with its estimates, hut the exuminatiou of this 
general position has got to he considered along with the conditions 
imposed and along with the points made hy some of my hon’hle friends, 
and with your leave, Sir, I shall deal with some of the arguments ol 
Mr.^ Ajoy Ohunder Dutt. When I deal with the arguments of one of 
the members, I hope the House will not expect me to deal with the argu- 
ments of other members at any length because it is inevitable tha^some 
of them must have covered common ground. Mr. Dutt said that the 
deficit was clue not to thoughtless exj)ansion but because of unfort'+ieeu 
circumstances, namely, loss due to the non-co-ojH'ration movement. 1 
have already dealt with that ])oinl and I have shown that the deficit 
being a deficit of Kk. 7 lakhs and odd and the admitted loss due to non- 
co-operation movement being only Ks. .‘1 laklis, the non-co-operation move- 
ment cannot be held responsible for the whole ol this deficit. -Then he 
said that questions leaked out and that resulted in a deficit of its. (>0,000. 
There are answers to this argument, but I do not desire to tire the House 
with them. I will make a present of that Ks. (50,01)0 lo my friend. 
Kven then there will be u deficit of about Ks. d, 40, 000. Tlien he says 
that new Universities were started. Well, it is undcmbtedly unfortunato 
for the (Calcutta University’s financ'es that new f^iiiversities were started, 
but when the new Universities were started, should not the ('ulcutta 
University have realized tiiat its income would become less, and if it 
realized that, then, however ditficult it might have b(‘en, should it not 
have attempted to cut down its budget in time and kept its expenditure 
wdthin its income? 

They ought to have rut down their budget ; they bad no other alter- 
native. They blame the (Government on tlie other hand. Most of tlie 
CTiticisms is against the (jovcunnient of India ])ecauhe the Thiiversity only 
recently came under the (rovernment of Hengal, but avsuirjing tliat the 
Government of India did not do their duty, assuming tliat tlie Govern- 
ment of Bengal did not do their duty, was it right to go on spending 
money when they knew that they had no money? The very argument 
of Mr. Dutt shows that iny criticism is justified. r 

Then Mr. Dutt dealt with the various eonditions and I projiose in 
a minute to deal with those conditions, but liefoiv I do so, may I point 
out to the House that apart from my duty as a Ministei* to see tliat the 
money that I hand over to a body is properly administered I have a 
further duty in the matter of the Calcutta University? The Calcutta 
University Commissioners, an eminent body, which included amongul 
others my esteemed friend the present Vice-Chancellor of the Calimtta 
University, in their report in Chapter XXVIII said — 

The position of the provincial universities in India and elwwliere like the Calcutta 
University is very different from the position of other universities in England or 
elsewhere. 

They also said — 

The relations between the Goremment and universities here are more intimate 
sod more oomplex than elsewhere. 
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May I, Sir, with your leave, quote a passage from Chapter XXVIII, 
Volume III, paragraph 1? 

For these relations, namely, the relations between the Government and the 
universities, are more intimate and more complex than is the case in most other 
countries, just because, since the very be^^inning of the development of western 
education in India^ its ultimate guidance and control have been largely in the hands 
of Government, and the directions which its development has followed have been 
in a great degree due to the policy and acts of Government. 


Yet in another plat^e they say — 

. . . . the whole system of education of which the University is the crown 

is an essential element in our survey. 


Mfi AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: May I ask from what page the 
Hon’ble the Minister is reading? 


Th6 Hon’blo Mr. P. C. MITTERS It is Volume III, paragraph 1, 
Chapter XXVIII, page 223. Indeed it is obvious to anyone as to what 
is the position of the Calcutta University with relation to the edueatiouai 
institutions of this province. On the well-being of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity, on its proper administration, depends the well-being of almost 
every educational institution in this province, every arts college, every 
science college, private and Government, every high school, in fact the 
whole system depends on it and that is what the Commissioners have 
pointed out. The Comtnissioners then say — 

. . . . the proviucial univorBities were all established by Government action. 

They go on to say — 

For that reason they have K'en from the first not independent corporations of 
learning, but bodies mainly nominated by Government, wielding defined powers which 
were delegated to them, nnd subject to constant HU|>ervision by Government. 

That was how Sir Asuiosh Mukherji spoke when he was in the company 
of Sir Michael Sadler, my estdbiued friends, Mr. Ilormdl and Mr. Hariog, 
and others. Only the other day, he, no doubt, carried away by the 
passion of the moment, said freedom first, freedom second, and freedom 
for ever. I can well understand that he feels very hurt. I sympathize 
with him as deeply as anybody can sympathize, but I hope and trust hd 
will believe me wlieii I say that the duty which I have to perform, the 
very unpleasant duty I have to i^rform, is not actuated by any personal 
dislike towards him, but because of the demands of duty — my duty to 
this House, my duty to the taxpayers of Bengal, demands that I must 
fearlessly do*what I ought to do. Let me once more assure him (unfortu- 
nately he is not here) that I am always willing to extend my hand oi 
good fellowship to him, I am always w illing to appreciate his difficulties, 
but let him appreciate mine, l^et the University authorities remember 
that with a depleted purse it is not possible for the Government to pay 
any money they may ckoose to demand, although the demand is baoked 
by assertions that unless we pay the money the University will have to 
be closed down. It is because I propose to exert my utmost to see that 
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tiie t^alrerBity shall not be closed down that I have to follow this mn- 
pleasant course. Even now, I hope, that that great educationist will 
yet see that passion ought not to carry him to the point of destruction oi 
the object of his great love and affection. If he sees that I assure him 
once more through you, iny friends here, that I shall try iiLy best to 
remove his difficulties. 

The University Commissioners go on to say at the next page that 
61 per cent, of the total non-fee revenue of the Calcutta University 
comes from endowments, 48 -4 per cent, from Government grants. Of 
the total non-fee revenue of- all the teaching institutions of University 
rather 87 j)er cent, of the income come from Government grants and 
only 13 i)er cent, from other sources, and lastly, if the fee revenue be 
taken into account, then 39 ix*r cent, of the whole is ptiid by Govern- 
ment, 52 per cent, from fees and 8*2 cent, from other HOui;ces. They 
go on giving a number of reasons as to why tlie relations between 
Government and University ought to be very intimate, and in point of 
fact, are very intimate, and on page 226 they say — 

With few exceptions, however, our correspondents admit the necessity of some 
Government supervision over university |K>licy. Those who wish to make the uni- 
versities entirely autonomous are in a small minority. 

This is an additional reason why I, responsible for due administration 
of every educational institution of this province, am anxious to see that 
the Calcutta University be extricated from its present financial difficul- 
ties. Financial ruin of the Calcutta University will mean the ruin of 
many educational institutions. 

There is one general aigumeiit which I desire to bring to tbe notice 
of the House at this stage. It has been said with regard to some of the 
cx)ndition8 that although the University is not willing to accept smne of 
these points as conditions yet they are willing to submit to them of their 
own accord. Their objection is to the imposition of these conditions 
from an outside authority, namely, the Government ; hut they have, it 
is asserted, carried out some of these conditions. If 1 can really be 
satisfied on this point much of iny anxiety would be relieved. After the 
Accountant-General's report was thoroughly examined by the Univer* 
sity, after the letter of Government was replied to by the University, in 
the budget which they very recently pa.ssed in September, 1922, I find 
they are still following their old plan, and I was almost going to say 
device, which was condemned by the Accountant-General, namely, the 
transferring from the non-existent Fee Fund to the Post-graduate Fund. 
In this budget, which was framed after the whole matter was brought 
to their notice, they again provide (see the sixth item in page 2 of the 
budget— I have a copy of tbe budget which has also been published in 
tke Calcutta Gazette) for Rs. 61,600 and odd as contribution from the 
Fee Fund, although the Fee Fund shows a huge debit balance. Now 
the Accountant-General in his letter of the" 3rd January has brought out 
oertaiii important points which make it difficult for me to depend on 
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the mere asaurance of the Calcutta University. For example, the 
Accountant-General points out, at page 4 of his report, that the debit 
balance of Rs. 26,764 shown against the advance account of Rs. 20,000 
represents the cost of German marks purchased. We all know that the 
value of German marks has fallen very low. There is nothing in the 
budget to show^the true state of things with regard to the purchase ol 
German marks either to the Senators or to the outside public. If they 
go on like this, then the TTniversity will come to financial ruin in spite 
of the grant of Rs. 2^ lakhs or even larger grants. Therefore, it is 
necessary, from the point of view of the tax-payer, to examine the 
University’s accounts and to come to an understanding, but as I began 
by saying the best course to settle the thing would be a round table confer- 
ence. I am keen mostly on two points, first that the Ac(‘ountant-Generars 
recommendations must be accepted unless there is sound reason to the 
contrary. I put it to the House what is the good of examining accounts 
year after year by an independent Audit Officer if we want to treat 
the audit report as waste paper. The second point on which I am very 
keen is that business methods must be observed. About the other 
conditions they are all a matter for discussion and even though I may 
consider that some of these conditions are very necessary, I am quite 
willing to give up some of them after discussion. There is another 
important part which I desire to bring to the notice of the House. It has 
reference to a fact which is stated in our letter, namely, that w’e intend 
to give another Rs. 3 lakhs to the University in our next budget. We 
stated that as explicitly as it was permissible for us to state it in our 
severely criticised letter. In paragraph 2 of that letter we said — 

It is not the intention of Government that the University should be left in a 
state of bankruptcy and they are as anxious ns the University authorities them- 
selves to place their finances on a sound basi.s. They will be prepared to ask 
the Ijegislative Council before lon^; to vote an additional grant with that object. 

The letter was written at a time when the departmental financial esti- 
mates were l>eing framed, and I may tell the House that in our 
lirovisional financial estimates w’e have kept a provision of Rs. 3 lakhs 
and it is a thing which my deiwirtnient had taken up about six or eight 
months ago. I may also tell the House that the payment of this grant 
will depend, on the vote of this Oouiicil, and unless I feel justified in 
asking for the vote of the Council, and unless I feel sure that the words 
which I myself uttered in my speech in July last, namely, that before 
a Minister could ask for a grant he must himself be satisfied, etc., I 
do not think it will be possible for me to ask the House to vote for this 
grant. I am keenly anxious to be placed in a jwsition to enable me to 
ask for this vote and I hope and trust that the House will have no objec- 
tion in passing that grant when it comes before the House. Perhaps in 
less than a month’s time the financial statement will be published and 
the House will see the provision there. Is it right or wise that tlie 
Caloutta University should go on wrangling with the Government in the 
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w»3r my are doing? Government have no desire to enter into a 0CNi« 
trovmy with the University, hut Government must do their duty and 
il the Calcutta University will not submit to what is legitimately due 
to the Government, they place both the bodies in a difficult position. 

Mr. Dutt has dealt with eight different conditions, but apparently 
has has overlooked (I say this subject to correction) the most important 
condition which is embodied in the body of the letter and that condition 
is at the top of page 2 of this book— 

. . . . they will not be jnstified in hniidinK over any grant until an assuranoe 

is received that effect will be given to the recommendations of the Accountantr 
(leneral contained- in the re{K)rt referred to above. 

That condition emimdied in the body of the letter has not been ioucheo 
upon by any of the previous speakers, and I think it right to'draw the 
attention of the House to it, lest it be said afterwards that the matter was 
not frankly and freely placed before the House. No member has refer- 
red to that condition, although in the report there are certain st-atementb 
regarding the Acoountant-Generara recommendations, and I do not 
propose to deal with it beyond stating that the Accountant-General, in 
his letter of the 3rd January (copy of which has been placed on the table), 
has dealt effectively w’ith these criticisms. 

Then, as regards the first of the conditions attached to the letter; ii 
is proposed that no further expansion involving financial responsibilities, 
should be undertaken by the University until their financial position 
shows an improvement. The argument is that in their previous lettei 
they had already agreed to do so. If they want to abide by that state- 
ment then I ask what is their objection to accepting this condition! 
However I am c|uit(‘ willing, if I am satisfied, to withdraw that condition 
because, if the Accountant-OenernPs recommendations are accepted, then, 
in future, business methods will be followed, but I maintain that we are 
l^rfectly justified in suggesting this condition. 

About the second condition, it has been said that they have already 
given effect to the suggestion. 1 have, however, pointed out that even in 
this new budget they are drawing from imaginary funds which have no 
existence excepting in books. Therefore, it is a condition which I am 
not prepared to modify without further examination. 

About the third condition the University authorities say — 

Minnie directions are given as to how many times the Board of Aooounto should 
meet in the course of a year ; it is evidently assumed that meeting and discussions 
alone lead to an increase in the funds of the University. 

They go on to say — 

It is possible that the Government 9 re not aware that monthly statemenis of 
acoounts are prepared and regularly submitted to the Syndicate andj proTiskm 
OM been for the preparation of a quarterly atatement of income and expandi* 
turn and its submisaion to the Syndicate. 
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Although it may surprise the University auUiorities and also some of tlie 
friends of the University in this House who say that mere monthly meet* 
ings and discussions do not bring in money, I do assert that mon^y 
meetings and discussions do in a way bring in money, e.p., they free you 
from financial embarrassments by revealing to you, month by month, 
the true financial -position. If you look to the actuals every month you 
will not incur expenditure which you have not the means to pay, Ko 
doubt it does not bring in any additional money. For example, if the 
Board of Accounts had met every month and done their duty, and 
compared the actuals with the estimates, had scrutinized the financial 
condition, then it is inconceivable to me that they could have allowed the 
deficit to grow up to Ha. 7 lakhs. In one year the non-co-operation move- 
ment was responsible for the loss of Rs. 3 lakhs, but the remaining 
Es. 4 lakhs was a growth from day to day. This condition, I (onsider, 
to be somewhat important, but I am quite prepared to discuss it and come 
to some suitabe arrangement about it. 

- The fourth condition is that a balance sheet should be prepared on 
the basis of income and expenditure on the 30th June of each year. It 
should exhibit all assets and liabilities. Apparently the University do 
not object to this although they have their general objection that they 
are not agreeable to any conditions being imposed. 

The fifth condition is that the accounts, of separate funds should not 
be mixed up and the actuals of receipts and expenditure under each funo 
should be prepared and submitted to the Board of Accounts, to the 
Senate, and the (Government of Bengal, every month soon after its close. 
Two criticisms are offered against this. One is — Wliy should anybody 
have monthly actuals? Why ask the University to prei>are actuals of 
every month? To that my reply is that three parties are interested in 
wiping out this deficit, viz., Government, which is going to pay this 
money and is also keenly interested in the well being of the University, 
the University, and the Board of Accounts whose business it is to examine 
the finances of the University. If these thr^e parties know the exact posi- 
tion, month by month, then they will be able to watch, guide, and come 
to satisfactory conclusions. Of course, if you look upon this condition 
with a suspicious eye, suspicions will blind your vision. It is suggested 
that Govern^ient want to have financial control. Did we suggest here 
that every month we should issue any directions? We did not. There- 
fore, there is nothing sinister in this. This, again, is a condition which 
I am prepared \o discuss but would like to retain. 

Then the sixth is a less stringent condition, namely, the aotpals should 
he prepared annually and submitted to the Senate and the Government * 
of Bengal. 

Then, os to the seventh, they say that they have actually publiehed 
the budget. My point is that I want to be satisfied that this practice^ 
will be followed in the future. 
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the eighth condition their argument is that it is not possible 
to pay irithin the year what we have suggested. I fail to see any force 
in the argument. At page 170 of this blue book we lind that their out- 
standing liability is Ra. 2,97,000 and odd, out. of which Rs. 16,000 is 
due to Government, so that if we are not asking the Government dues 
to be paid immediately it comes to Rs. 2,81,000 and cald. The examiners' 
remuneration alone amounts to Us. 1,75,000 and the salaries amount 
to less than Rs. 40,000. It is quite jwHsiblc to accept this condition 
out of our grant of Rs. 2J lakhs. 

I am sorry to tire the patience oi (he House by discu.ssing details like 
these. I feel it is not possible to di.scuss these details properly in an 
assembly of this nature, but I had to (oucli upon these points because they 
had been raised. I desire, however, to tell the House that I have not dis- 
cussed them in full. Indeed it is nol possible to discuss them in full. 
The general line which I desire to adopt in regard to the conditions is 
that each one of these conditions is reasonable and I can justify each one 
of them before any impartial tribunal. Al( hough eatdi one of the.se (con- 
ditions is reasonable, yet I am quite willing to give up some of them, bul 
I am not unwilling to give up conditions except, as at present advised, 
those relating to observance of business metliods and giving effect to 
the recommendations of the Accountant-Heneral. That is the genera] 
position and I do not think 1 can usefully add anything more. J 
apologise to the Hou.se for the length of my observations, but I am afraid 
that I have not dealt with each of the specific resolutions fully. J'erhaps 
it will be more convenient if, after all the speeches are made, I explain 
to the Coumcil what the Government projKise to do with regard to all of 
these resolutions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before we proceed with the debate I desire to 
inform the House that the new travelling and residential allowances 
rules applicable to members of the Council, which come into force from 
the commencement of this session, will be available for the information 
of members to-morrow in the Ijegislative Department. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I know as to how these 
rules come into force without our knowing them ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT ■ I am afraid, Mr. Mallik, these are matters beyond 
my cognizance. You should address your inquiry to the firoper quarter. 

Mr. F. E. E. VILLI ERS: There are, Sir, so it seems to me, two 
interesting points further to be dealt with in connection with this sub- 
ject; and, indeed, in doing so, I am really doing nothing more than 
following the precedent already established by previous speakers,. 1 
♦ find, for instance, Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt, in his very lucid and deer 
apoech, attributing this deficit of Rs. lakhs to our old friend — non* 
OOvOperation (Laughter). We have heard Professor Mukhetji his voioo 
ipngiiif with righteoiis indignation, also attributing this unfortnnato 
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deficit of Rs. 2i lakhs to our old friend, non-co-operation. Later, again, 
we find, Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri in a most able speech — I feel 
convinced his was a. very able si)eech, although I am sorry 1 could not 
hear a word of it — but I feel convinced that he must have used the same 
old peg' of non-co-operation on whi(;h to hang this unfortunate deficit 
of Rs. 2i lakhs. 

Now, we who have the honour to belong to this Council, in doing so 
definitely establish in the eyes of the province our entire dissociation 
with all that pertains to non-co-operation, and although the Hon'ble 
the Minister in his extraordinarily able and lucid speech — if it is not 
an impertinenco on my part to say what indeed is a truism — has entii*ely 
destroyed this argument as to non-co-o]K*ration l>eing the cause of the 
deficit, at the same time, like the Egyptians of old, there may still be 
some here whose hearts are hardened; I put this forward as a possible 
hypothesis. Now^ if that is so, I would like to point out just one small 
matter. We will accept for the sake of argument that this deficit of 
Rs. lakhs is in fact due non-co-operation, as so many would prove, 
it to be, and we have here a weapon to use in order that w^e may e^itablish 
it further in the minds of those misguided people who have made this 
experiment of non-co-operation — that by non-co-operating they are dam- 
aging themselves as well as others — that their non-(*o-operating has 
brought this great University to the brink of ruin — atid thereby 
threatened what is for so many of them the very foundation on which 
they build their lives. 

And it seems to me that if those people for whose benefit the Univer- 
sity exists have tried this experiment of non-co-operation in the past, 
they will not refrain from so doing in the future if we miss this oppor- 
tunity of bringing home to them what lengths their folly has led them 
and that we only grant them money to save the University with definite 
stipulations. “Here you are,^’ we say, you tried this experiment, and 
you have failed, and, you now come back to us and say that, having tried 
this experiment, and having brought our, great University to the very 
brink of ruin, you come to the House and ask for a grant to wipe out 
this deficit — a deficit caused by your own folly.” 

Dr« JATJNDRA NATH MOITRA: I do not understand whether you 
mean that the University authorities non-co-operated. 

Mr. PREAIDENT: Order, order! Dr. Moitra is quite out of order 
in addressing Mr. Villiers. 

Mr. F. E. E. VILLIERS: We must make use of this moral and pro- 
claim to the rest of the province : “Here you are ; see what non-co-opera- 
tion has done for you.'* 

There is one other point which I would add — a point which ha« . 
already been referred to by the Hon’ble the Minister, and if I may make 
io bold to say with all diffidence — I think the Hon’ble the Minister has 
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possibly not given full significance to — namely, this extraordinary ques* 
tion, of the pun hase on the part of the Univerbity authorities of German 
marks. Here we have certain members getting up and having the 
effrontery — the amazj^ng effrontery — to demand » grant entirely free of 
ail conditions — to do whaty Fuither to gamble in exchanged Further 
to buy Geiman mniksy J cannot think that the IlouHe will countenance 
such o thing for a moment. 1 would just emphasize this |X)int and 
that is that a body, however good its intentions may be, which so abso- 
lutely and entirely defleets from the proper course of its administrative 
duties as to go in for the very (piestionahle and equally risky amusement 
of gambling in foreign exchange, I maintain that such a body cannot 
possibly exi)ect to receive the assent of the House to a further grant 
without restrictions l)eing placed on the exix^nditurc of such money. 

Dri JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: At the outset I wo\fld take the 
last point of Mr. Villiers first. Much has been said against the purchase 
of German marks on the jmrt of the Fniversity, but will Mr. Villiers 
point out how’ German books, German cheniicals and German scientific 
apparatu.ses for the Science department of the Fniversity (an be pur- 
chased w'ithout purchasing German marks? Just as when we purchase 
American commodities we have got to pay in dollars, similarly when 
we have got to inirchase microscojxjs and other (leli(‘ate scientific apjxira- 
tuses from well-known scientific instrument makers of Gennany, we 
have got to pay the price in German marks. This is the long and short 
of the whole story of the Geiman marks. 

I was one of those who took part in the discussion last time when the 
question of the grant ol Its. :^,5t),0t)0 to the Calcutta University came 
up before the Fouucil. The sum was voted, and, as every one of us 
knows, voted witlmut any condition whatsoever. It raises in my mind 
a great constitutional question whether the imiwsition of conditions after 
the grant was passed by the Council can and should be justified even 
if there is no written or unwritten law of procedure for the guidance of 
the Hon^ble Ministers. I ask each and all of the members here whether 
they would tolerate such an interference with their privileges and rights. 
Into the merits of the question of the suitability or otherwise of the con- 
ditions from the view-ix>int of the University, I have no mind to enter 
as ever>"thing has been set forth in the report of that particular Commit- 
tee of the Senate which considered the question of the “conditions.” I 
was a member of that Committee and I signed the report and I take res- 
ponsibility for every line embodied in the report. It is not true to say that 
we, the members of the Senate, rejected all the conditions in toto as the 
Hon*ble the Minister has admitted in his speech. We have demonstrated 
that the present financial embarrassment is due to a variety of causes. 
Mr. Villiers has made an ottack on the supposed couse of non-co-opera- 
tion adduced by the members of the Senate. This is not a supposition. 
It k a truth but it is not the only cause. It is only one part of it. If 
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you go into the report which I think every member of the Council ought 
to read carefully, because there are many materials which will enlighten 
them on the different aspects of the life of education in this country, 
you will find it there. • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 cannot have a sub-committee going on in the 
neighbourhood of Dr, MKiitra. Will hon’ble members pleajse desist 
from prompting the 8j)eaker? 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I say again that non-co-operation 
was not the only cause. You know of the uni ort unate leakage of ques* 
tion pai>ers in 1917. When Dr. Sir Deva Prosad Sarbhadikari was 
Vice-Chancellor of the University the question imjjerB leaked out not onoe 
but twice and a sum of Its. 60,000 had to be spent for meeting the extra 
expenses in that connection. In the same year, 1917, the Ihitna Univer- 
sity was founded and a large number of students were wrested from the 
Univarisiy. In 1919, the University of Dacca w'as founded without the 
slightest notice to the (Calcutta University and this again took away- a 
great many students. The creation of a Secondary Hoard of Education 
at Dacca had the same effetd. Then came the formation of the llangoon 
University. These three universities were, created within the 8i)ace of 
a few years and took away a large sum of money which used to be paid 
to the coffers of the Calcutta University. This is in addition to the 
incidence of the non-<‘,o-oi>eration movement as well as the jK>st-war con- 
' ditions which contributed to the deficit of the University, This has been 
clearly proved in the rcix)!*! published by us from the Senate. If you 
refer to the corresjiondences which the Vice-Chancellor had with the 
heads of schools in Bengal, you will find what accurate figures he obtain- 
ed from the different schools — figures which go to show that a very large 
, number of students, namely , 42 per cent., had deserted the schools. 

Wo have demonstrated in the report that the present financial embar- 
rassment of the University is due to causes beyond the control ot the 
University ; this has also been (dearly stated in the report of the Account- 
ant-General which is made so much of. * 

During the last ten years, the grant to the Calcutta University 
by the Government of India, as well as by the Government of Bengal, 
had been — if I may say so — paltry and exceedingly inadequate for tht 
needs of the University, I am c^ertain that had not the three univeff- 
sities of Rangoon, Patna, and Dacca, with its Board of Secondary 
Education, and the non-co-operation movement which took away 42 per 
cent, of the students of the Calcutta University come into existence^ 
this unforeseen deficit would not have occurred. I do not like to further 
accentuate the unedifying struggle and increasing bitterness between 
two bodies of men whose united stand would have been a great 
asset, but whose unfortunate disunion at a time of a great national need 
oannot be too much deplored. The Hon^ble the Minister v«ry shrewdly 
obeerred that the University was actuated By the highest of 
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but m ibe same breath he imposed unacceptable conditions. Anyone 
with self-respect, any one with a hand in the University’s affairs who 
prices the honour and dignity of the University cannot accept these 
conditions. Whethq* you give money or not fjuittcrs little to the 
Univenity, but you must reNpect the honesty, the integrity, the ardour, 
the zeal and the enthusiasm of the members of the Senate. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: May 1 rise to a iH)int of ijersonal 
explanation P I ne.ver questioned the honesty or integrity of any mem- 
ber of the Senate. I never said that. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE; I rise to a point of order. I think there is no 
quorum in the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I will adjourn the Council as soon as I)r. Moitra 
finishes his speech. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA. I have heard that the lion ’hie the 
Minister for Education wants to start “business” principles in the affairs 
of the University. 1 am glad that we have got such a buMness man 
among us here. 1 would requesl him — most lnmil)ly roqmsl him — to 
remember the same principle when the question of retrenchment of hivS 
own department of Education comes up for discussion in the Council, 
although I must at the outset say that 1 wdll always oj)pose any attempt 
to curtail tha educational facilities in this province. The Hon’ble the 
Minister accuses the members of the Senate including the Vice-Chan- 
cellor himself of misappropriation of trust funds — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not think you can charge the Hon’ble tlie 
Minister with accusing anybody of misappropriation. I ccitamly never 
heard such a statement in the whole of his speech. 1 caiuiot allow thiit' 
expression to go. 

Dr. JATINDRA NAJH MOITRA: I am sorry for having used this 
expression. It was due to a misunderstanding. It is my « onviction 
that the Senate, which had as its Vice-Chancellor the present Chief 
Justice of Bengal only a few years ago, and w hich has still got tho senior- 
most Puisne judge of the Calcutta High Court as its Vic^-Chancellor whose 
only misfortune is his colour 

Or. A. SUHRAWARDY: May 1 inquire what the relevancy is of 
the colour question to the present discussion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT ; I am unable to discover what Dr. Moitra is lead- 
ing up to. 

Dr. JATINDRA MATH MOITRA: I mean to say. Sir, that sucb men 
who adorned the Senate at its head and still adorn it, could not wilfully 
be a party where money was misspent. I put it yery mildly. I request 
the Hon^ble the Minister with all the humility that I can command &ai 
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he will kindly face this problem openly — this problem which is agitating 
the minds of the people of Bengal for such a length of time. This acri- 
monious debate must be slopped and the best way to do so is to meet at a 
round table conferonce^. I accept what the Hon’ble the Minister has 
so kindly said, but I ho|)e that he and the Hon’ble the Vice-Chancellor 
will meet together before a person who is the object of reverence to both 
of them, and the only man in Bengal who (‘ommands this position is 
His Excellency the Governor of Bengal who is not only the head of this 
Government 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V our time is up, Dr. Moilra. One sentence more 
and you must finish. 

Dr. ilATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Yes, Sir, I shall be very brief. 
His Excellency the Govei nor of Bengal who is m)t only the head of this 
Government but is also the Chancellor of the Calcutta University. 1 
implore the Hon’ble the Minister to do everything in his |)ower to bring 
this unhappy strife with the University, to a satisfactory settlement. ' 


Adjournment. 

The (k)uncil was then adjourned till ^ r.M. on Friday, the 
2fith January, 192*‘l, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Froeaedingt of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the t^Gth January, 192^, at 3 r.M. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four ITon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three llon’ble Ministers and 109 nomin- 
ated and elected members. 


Affirmation. 

The following member ma<le an affirmation of his allegiance to 
the Crown: — 

Dr. Phamatha Nath Pankrjee. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Council Secretaries. 

*XVI. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI; Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of tlie Ap|K>intraeiit Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government are considering the advisability of 
appointing Council Secretaries as provided in the law Y 


MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (ttw 

Hon’blo Mr. H. L. Stephenson): The member is referred to the answer 
given to his queiJion No. 69 at the meeting of the 4th July, 1922. 


Zamindars enjoying the privilege of realizing rent by the 
oertifioato prooodure. 

•XVII. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land 
Revenue) be pleased to state whether any zamindars in Bengal enjoy 
the privilege of realizing rent by the certificate procedure? 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state their 

namesP 
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(c) Are the Government congidering the degirability of extending 
the privilege to other zamindars of e(|ual status? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUI^] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan)8 

(a) Yes. 

(h) The following zamindars enjoy Ihe privilege of realizing rent by' 
the certificate procedure : — 

(1) The Naw^al) Bahadur of Mursliidabad in respect of his Fateh- 
singh estate in ihe Mursliidabad district ; (2) the Mathurapur Zamin- 
dary (lompany, Ltd.; (d) Srimnii Ananda Kumari Dt*bi of the Bhowal 
Cj^tate in Dacca; and (4) the Nawab family of Dacca. Government 
have agreed to allow the privilege also to the Mahisadal estate in 
Midnapore. 

(c) No; for no applications are |>cnding witli Government from 
zamindars of equal status. 


Lo 66 of Court-fee Stamps from BakarganJ Treasury. 

*XVIII. Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS CUPTA Bahadur: (a) 

Will the IIoiiMile the Member in charge of the De|xirtment of Finance 
be pleased to slate whether the final rejHirt of the imiuiry relating to 
the misa]>propriation or missing of court-fee stamjis from the Barisal 
Treasury has been received? 

(h) Tf so, will the Hoii’ble the Memlier be plea,sed to lay a copy 
of the report on the table? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Meyiber be piea.sed to .state whether orders 
for writing off the amount (‘overed by the defalcations have been 
passed ? 

a 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tho 
Hon'blo Mr. J. Donald): (a) Yes. * 

{h) Government are not prepared to lay the. report on the table, 
(c) Yes. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS CUPTA Bahadur: Is the Hon’Ue 

the Member aware that a certain prw'eeding is still pending for the 
recovery of the amount defalcated against the heirs of a particular 
treasury ministerial officer? 


Tho Hon’blo Mr. d. DONALD: I want notice of^the questioii.^ 
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Joysigar tank in Strajgin) (Pabna). 

•XIX. 8HAH 8YED EMOADUL HAQ; (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Minister in charge of the DepiutTnent of Education be pleased to 
state whether he is aware that Joysagar tank at Ninigachi within police- 
station Raiganj, in the Sirajganj subdivision, is a very ancient tank? 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking early 
steps to declare this tank protected under, the Ancient MonumeTits 
Preservation Act, 190*1? 

(c) If the atiswer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’hle the 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for not doing this? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’blo Mr. P. G. Mitter): (o) No. 

(h) No. 

(r) In view of the need for retrenchment, Government at present are 
unable to consider the cpiestion of undertaking new liabilities under 
Act VII of 1904. 

Salt congestion at Chittagong. 

•XX. Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: With reference to the 
reply given to clause (tv) of staried question No, XXXVII put by me at 
the meeting of this roiineil on the l?2n(l November, 1922, will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Department of Finance 1m» pleased to state — 
(i) whether the salt congestion at Chittagong during September 
and Octoln'r, 1922, was the first of its kind; and 
(ti) whether private warehouses were not licensed for storage of 
salt at (9iittagf>ng in jHcvious years? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (i) This was the first serious con- 
gestion which occurred since 1914 wdicn the Moheshkhal golas were 
opened. 

(n) Three private warehouses were licensed in 1921 ; none tom 
1914 to 1921. 

Raduotlon M spans on the Eastern Bengal Railway line from 
Nator to SanUhar. 

•XXI. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state whether he is aware that the bridges on the Eastern Bengal llail- 
way line from Nator to Santahar were purposely constructed shorter 
than what they ought to have been and that the railway materials saved 
thereby were sent to Mesaj)otamia during the last War? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negatfve, are the Govemraeni 
considering the desirability of iinestigating the matter at an early 
date? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PPBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Aii Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) This is not a ftn t. The reduction of spans took place during two 
seasons 1904-05 and 1912-18, t.c., before the necessity due to military 
operations arose. 

(h) The (luestion dcu's not arise. 


Reserved seats in Calcutta Medical College. 

*XXII. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (n) Will the 

Hon^ble the Minister in charge of the Department of liocal Self-Gov- 
ernment be jdeased lo state whether it is a fact that a certain Mimber 
of seats are annually kept reserved for communal, ]'Tovincinl, and 
institutional representation at the Talciittn Medical (’ollege? 

(h) If so, what is the nurnlier of seats kept reserved for each of the 
aboy© purposes? 

(c) Do the (T(rvernments of Bihar and Drissa and A'^sam cmtribiite 
anything towards the recurring expenses of th(‘ Medical Oollege? 

• (//) If not, are tlie Government considering the desirability of ask- 
ing them to contribute some ]>orli»)M the exjunnliture ? 

' • 

"Secretary to government, department of local 

SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. 8. W. Goode): (n) Yes, under rule 5 
of the Medical College Buies of which a copy is laid on the Library 
table. 

(h) The number reserved fot the ditl'erent classes an* as under: — 

(1) Muhammadans. — One-fourth of the total number admitted. 

(2) Bihar and Orissa. — 12 eaiididat(»^ and 6 scholars. 

(3) As.sum. — 0 candidates. 

(4) Dacca University. — 0 candidates, 

(5) Burma University. — 2 candidates. 

(6) Central rrovinces. — 1 candidate. 

(c) Yea. 

((f) This (juestion does not arise. 

Tramways strike. 

*XXIII. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (a) U the 

Hon^bl© the Member in charge of the Department of Commerce aware that 
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witluQ tHe course of the last two years the drivers and the couduoiors 
of the Calcutta Tramways Company have struck work six times? 

{h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking some 
steps to make strikes imiK)ssible in future? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of apiK>inting 
a conciliation board for the purjHise? 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (tha 
HoiPble Mr. J. Donald): (a) Yes. 

(h) No. The meiuber js referred to .resolution No. 32(i8-Com., 
dated the 29th August, 1921, constituting a conciliation panel for 
disputes ill jmhlic utility services. 

(c) The inemlier is referred to tlie communujuv issued hy Govern- 
meut and published iu the newsj){H)ers on the Oth January, 1923. 


Anti-malarial sohomo. 

*XXIV. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Minister in cliarge of the ])e|)ortment of Local Self-Governraenb be 
pleased to state whether the Government have got any definite anti- 
malarial scheme ready ? 

{h) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ hie the 
Minister be pleased to stat(‘ whether this scheme has been approved from 
the engineering j)oint of view? 

(c) Will tlie Ilon’lde the Minister Ik* pleased to lay on the table 
the schemes, district by district, if iiossible? 

{(i) Is it in tlie contemjdation of the Government to give effect to 
any of these schemes? If so, when? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’hie Sir Siirendra Nath Banerjea): {a) and 

(h) For information regarding the schemeg actually in progregg, a 
reference is invited to the reply given to question No. 34 which wag 
put by Mr. Ajoy Chuiuler Dutt in the November session of 1922. 

In addition to tliese schemes Goveniinent has for some time [mst 
been investigating the imiMutant scheme known as the Ifhairab project. 
Detailed plans and estimates have recently l)een prepared from which 
it appears that this scheme will cost over rupees half a crore. Govern- 
ment are advised that it is doubtful whether the benefiis — sanitary and 
agricultural — which the scheme, as originally designed, is likely to 
produce, would justifv this enormous expenditure. The possibility of 
dealing with the malarious and unfertile tracts of Murshidabad and 
certain portions of Nadia and Jessore by re^excavating the western and 
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northern reaches of the Bhairab is now under inquiry, and the Irriga- 
tion Department, as a result of the survey now in progress, hope to 
submit definite proposals to Government by April next. It is obviously 
necessary that Government should be very sure of their ground before 
inviting local bodies who will recover the cost from persons benefited, 
to undertake schemes of such magnitude. 

(c) and ((]) Schemes, district by district, have not been prepared. 
Suggestions, wliicli have not been worked up into definite projects, have 
l)een made by district boards, but at present the Irrigation Department 
is concentrating on the proi)osed Bhairab scheme. 


Anoient buildings in Pabna district. 

•XXY. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) Will the Hon ble 

the Minister in (diarge of the De|>artment of Education be pleased to 
slate whether he is aware that the following ancient buildings in the 
district of Pabna are in a state of disrepair and neglect : — 


subdivision, 

(0 the moH(|iie at Nabagram, police-station Tarns; 

(ii) the mos(iue at Shahzadjmr known as Macplum Shaheb’s mosque 
at Shnhzudi>ur, ]K)lice-station Sirajganj ; 

(Hi) the temples of Naburatna and of Siva at ITatikumilli, police- 
station IJllapai’a; 


77 . — Sadar subdivision, 

(tv) the mosque at Saraaj, jxdice-statwm Chatmohar; 

(r) the mosque at Chatmohar, jxdice-stntion Chatmohar; 

(vi) the temple of Jagannath at Handyal, jwlice-station Chatmohar; 

ami 

(vii) florebangla at Pabna town? 

(h) Are the (iovernment considering the desirability of taking steps 
for their prestbrvation at an early date? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) The Sujierintendent, Archa?ologicol Surrey, proposes to visit 
the buildings in the course of his tours, and no action can be taken until 
his report is received. 
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suit agaimt Mr. 0. S. Fraiar. 

V :i 

•xkVf. Pnfmor S. C. MUKHERJI: (a) In the Hon’ble tha 
Uember in charge of the ApiK)iDtment Deimrtmeiit aware of a civil 
Httt brought by Babu Birendra Chandi*a Mukherjee, late Professor of 
PllBosophy, Carmichael College, Raiigpur, against Mr. D. S, Fraser 
for damages for defamation now ])ending in the Subot'dinate Judge's 
Oourt at Bangpur ? 


(b) Is it a fact that Mr. Fraser is the elected President of the 
Governing Body of the Carmichael College? 


(c) Is it a fact that the (Government ha.s undertaken to defray the 
expenses of Mr. Fraser in the said suit including the cost of examine* 
tion and commission of witnesses both in England and in India? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble the Meinl)er be pleased to sfate the 
reasons for undertaking to defray the exi)enses? 

(e) Is the Hoii’ble the Memln'r in n j>osilinn to state how much will 
have to be sjient in connection with the suit and how much has already 
been spent? 

(/)iWill the Hou’ble the Meuiher he pleased to state the niimlwr 
of [headers engaged on behalf of Mr. Fraser and their terms of engage- 
ment? 


The Haffble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

(h) Mr. Fraser was ex-oficio President of the lioverning Body of 
the Carmichael College at the time the case was instituted. 

(c) Yea. 

(d) The reasons why Government undertook to defend Mr. Fraser 
were as follows : — 

(i) Mr. Fraser was President of the Carmichael College only in 
virtue of his jxwition as District Magistrate of Itangpur. 

(2) His conduct was prima facie reasonable and bond fide, and in 
these circumstances Mr. Fraser was entitled to receive from Oovem- 
metit the costs of his defence. 

(e) A sum of Rs. 2,000 has already been spent: it is not possible 
now to estimate what the total cost w'ill lie. 

if) The number of pleaders engaged on behalf of Mr. Fraser iS 
three. Of theee^ one, the Public Prosecutor, is cmly nominally emi^oyed 
ifoeives no remuneration. The remaining two have been engaged 
mNBiiomtly lor a total sum of Bs. 300. , ^ 
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«XXVII. Matlivi SHAH ABOUR RAUF: WiU the Hon’Uo the 

Minister in charge af the Department iLocal Self-Government he 
pleased to state wliat sum, if any, has been spent by the different districi 
boards during each of the financial years 1920-21 and 1921-22 to moei 
the salary and other incidental expenses including travelling allowanoei 
of the Health Officers and their establishment? 

Tho HoiVble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA; A statement ia 
laid on the Library table. 


Unstarrod Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Effeot on puMio amusements on the passing of the Amusements 
Tax Aot 

144. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Is the Hon ble the 

Meml)er in charge of the Deiwirtment of Finance aware that ever since 
the Amusements Tax was introduced, .one (’ompany censed allowing 
cinema pictures while another has changed hands owing to heavy losses? 

{h) Is it a fact that other Indian and. English theatres are in great 
straits ever since the tax has l>een introduced? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirabilit|y of taking 
any steps in the ensuing Budget either to reduce the rate or to abolish 
it altogether to avoid unemployment to the theatrical actors and losses 
to the owners of OompanicvS? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) and (6) Government have no 
information. 

(c) No. 

Damodtr fleodhi^ 

144. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to 
state what stej^s have been taken by the Government to give effect to 
the project formulated by Mr.. Addams- Williams as a result of his 
inquiry for the prevention of recurring floods in the river Damodar? 

The Hon’bla the MAHARAdADHIRAdA BAHADUR ef 
BURDWAN: If the question refers to the flood controlling reservoir 
project, this is still under the consideration of Government. 

If the question refers to other projects, they are being gone on with, 
bttiirill only mitigate, not prevent, floods. 
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in. Mu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs (a) Is the Eon%e the 
Hember in charge of the Deixirtinent of Oomtueree aware that great 
iBConvenience is being caused to the public by the frequent tramway 
atrikea in Calcutta P 

(b) Have the Government hitherto taken any steps to ascertain the 
causes of such strikes P 

(c) Is it a fact that representation has been made to the Govern- 
ment on behalf of the strikers for an im|>artial inquiry into this matter? 

(d) If so, what has been the result of that representation? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
a conciliatory board forthwith to inquire into the causes of the dispute 
between the Tramways Comi>any and their employees and to settle the 
disputes as soon as possible ? 

The Hofi’Me Mr. J. DONALD: (a) Yes. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) to (e) The member is referred to the communiquS issued by Gov- 
ernment and published in the news^wpers on the 6th January, 1923. 

Khulna Sundftrbint forest. 

147. Mauivi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Deixirtment of Revenue (Forests) l>e pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the annual income and exfienditure of Lot No. VII in the 
Khulna Sundarlmns forest; and 

(«) the numl)er of persons killed by tigers in the reserved Sundar- 
bans forest in Khulna district during the last ten years? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 
[FORESTS] (the Hon’Me the MaNraJadhinja Bahadur of Burdwan). 

(i) No separate account of revenue and exi)enditure has been kept for 
Lot No. VII. The account is kept l>y working circles as prescribed 
by the working plan. 

(m) No separate figures for the reserved forests alone are available. 
The number of men killed by tigers during the last ten years in both 
reserved end protected forests in the whole Sundarbans forest division 
(24-Parganas and Khulna) was 379. 

VWmigus^hdoiitUi Chord Railufay prplaol. 

m Mr. SYED ERFAN ALI: (a) WiU the Hon’ble tke Minister 
in diarge of the Department of Public Works be {deased to state what 

15a 
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LaH IiapjJened to the prajWKal of 1913*14 regarding the opening of the 
Vishnupur-Calcutta Chord Railway*:^ 

(h) When are lands likely to be acquired for the purjwse? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble th<‘ Minister aware that the people under the 
Aranibngh sulali vision and their neighboiirs have no other means of 
comm uhicat ion and are anxiously waiting for this line? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB All CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (n) It is wailing fur want of funds. 

(/>) (Government have no information. 

(c) Yes. 

Promotion of Bengal Judicial Service men to listed poets. 

149. Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI: (a) Will the Ilon’ble the Member 
in charge of the A[)poinlin<‘nt Departnumt be )d<*ased to state whether 
the effect of the notificalion No. HdhqA., dated tht‘ 31st duly, 1922, 
published in Part 1 of the fVi/cnt/#/ Ga:rtt(\ dated the 9th August, 1922, 
would be to debar ineiniMMs (d the Pro\incial Judicial Service from being 
apix)int(*d to the six apjMuntmeiits to the SujHuioi Judicial Service by 
promotion as hitherto? 

(h) If so, will tlu‘ Hon’hic the MemlHU he i>leascd to state Low 
many of these six apiK)intinenls it is projxised to take away from the 
members of tliis Ihdvimial Judicial Service? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) No; the posi- 

tion of the Heiigal Civil Service (Judicial) is not affected by the 
notification. 

(h) Does not arise. 


Pay of Registrars and Spb* Registrars. 

150. Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: {a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in cliarge ot the lK'j)artnieut of Education l>e pleased to state 
whether tha revised scale of piy of Registrars and Sub-Registrars of the 
Registration Dcjiartinent, as \oted by the Council on the 3lst August, 
1922, has been given effect to? • 

(b) If not, will the llon’ble the Minister Ik* pleased to state as to 
when it is likely that effect will Ik given to it? 

The Hofl'ble Mr, P. C. MITTER: (<i) aiul (b) A reference is invited 
to resolution No, 44Mis., dated the 2nd January, 1923, published in 
the Calcutta Gasette of the Hth January, 1923. 
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Oum o roiaii indystrial anil teotuiicwl sohools. 

151. flai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: Will tho Hon ble 

the Minigter in chai^o of tho Dt»}niHuieiit of A^rriniltuic and Industries 
be jdeased to state what schemes for the estahlishment of iudustriali 
ccmimercial and junior technic al schools at suitahle centres throughout 
the province have matured since the close of the year 11121 Y 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon*ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ati Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): Schemes have been prepared for the establishment of 
one commercial scliool at ("hit tagong and another at ("hinsurali; one 
industrial school at ("hittagong and aiiotluM' at Itaniganj (instead of at 
Asansol as originally proposed): one technical scliool at Krishnagar 
and another at Ilarisal: but none (d the scluunes could Ih^ giv<*n effect to 
owing to financial stringency. 


SaH. 

152. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the IWble 

the Member in charge of the Department of Kinaiiec* aware of the pre- 
vailing’ high price’s (d salt Y 

(h) It so, are the (iovcMnuuujl considering tjie‘ desirability of re- 
newing (lie issue ed' lieen.ses tor (he mamifactuie’ ed salt iu the sali- 
ferous districts of lleiigaiy 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: (a) During the e|uaiter ending with' 
Deceml^'r, 1922, the average retail prie-e ot salt in Heiigal was 11 seers 
8 chittaks |)er ruiK*e. The price was le‘ss than iu any of the preceding 
six (juaiders. 

(li) If the ([iieslion refers to (he manufacture of salt in small quan- 
tities for domestic eoiisuinption the answer is in the negative. 


Receipts and expenses under revenue head XIII. 

i: 

153. Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Don ble 

the Member in charge of tlie JhqKutnient of lirigution Ik* pleased to 
state what stejw, if any, aiv Indiig taken — 

(i) to curtail (he working ex|K»nseH of irrigation, navigation, 
embankments and drainage wanks for which capital accounts 
are kept ; and 

(li) to improve the receipts under revenue head XIII Y 
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MEMBER in ohargt of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tlM 
Hon’Mo the MahoroJadhinUa Bahadur of Burdwan): (t) Only necessary 
expeuBes are incurred. 

{ii) Irrigation rates are being raised gradually and it is proposed to 
raise navigation rates. 

Inoonvenionoe of passengers at Dhakaria station on the Eaetern 
Bengal Railway (Southern Seotion). 

154. Rai PANINDRALAL DE Bahadur; (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railway 
Branch) aware of the facts — 

(t) that the passengers, sixKually those travelling daily, to and from 
Dliakaria station, on the southern section of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway, suffer great inconveniences in connection 
with the timings, si)eed and accommodation of the train 
service; and 

(«) that repc^ated apix^als to the railway authorities have been 
made in vain by the public for the redress of the grievances? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether any 
representation has been received from tht* ])hakaria public on the 
subject P 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the railway authorities to the matter? 

The Hon’Me the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khil) Bahadur: (a) and (h) Yes. 

(c) This Government cannot, interfere with the internal manage- 
ment of the Railway which is under the control of the Government of 
India and not of the local Government. The local Government is, 
however, drawing the attention of the Railway Oomimny to the com- 
plaints now made. 


Tramways strike. 

IBS. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: WiU the Hon’ble the lumber 

in charge of t{ie Dejwrtment of Commerce be pleased to state— 

(0 what steps, if any, have the Government taken, or propose to 
take, for the purjiose of terminating the tramways strike 
in Calcutta; and 

(it) whether it is the intention of Government to refer the subject- 
matter of the tramway dispute to a conciliation board 
ap|X>inied by Government? 
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Tlii Non’bfo Mr. 4. DONALD: (i) and (u) The member is referred 
to the communiqtU issued by GovemmeDt and published in the newt* 
papers <Mi the 6th January, 1923. 


Proposed subdivision in Midnapore with headquarters at Hijli. 

156. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon ble the Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether 
Government intend to have a new subdivision in the district of Midna- 
pore with its headquarters at Hijli P 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): The creation of a new subdivision with head- 
quarters at Hijli is part of the scheme which has been postponed. 
It is not proposed to open the subdivision at present. 

Jails and Jail gardens. 

157. Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: Will the Hon ble the 

Member in char^^e of the Ih'pariment of Revenue (dails) Ik? pleascnl to 
lay on the table a statement sliowing — 

(i) the number (»f onlTnary prisoners in Ihuigal jails, jail by jail; 

(//) the (luuntity of gui<len lamls attached to each jail; 

(iii) the quantity of lands in which vegetables were grown during 

the last 12 months; 

(iv) the actual (quantity of vegetables }m)duce(] during the la»t 

12 months; 

(v) the quantity of vegetables consumed daily during the lust 12 
montlis in each jail ; and 

(vi) what is the (juaiitity of vegetables purchased for each ordinary 
pi’isoner per diem in each jailP 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE \mL%] 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (r) The number of prisoners 
in jails varies from day to day. A statement showing the nuinlrer of 
prisoners on the 1st January, 1923, is placed ou the Library table. 

(it) to (ri) The information is not available and the lalKUir Involved 
in compiling the statistics is not commensurate with the value of the 
resulta. 


Deforeeting areas near about the shrineo of Chandranath and 
Bhombhunath in Chittigofig. 

116. Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble ibe 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Forests) aware tbat 
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tbe Panchakrofsli in Sitakuiida, and especially the hills near the shriiiea 
of Chandranath and Shomhhunath, in Chittaj<c>nf^, are held very sacred 
by the Hindus and the Buddhists P 

(h) Are the (lovernment eonsiderii;”' the desirability of releasing 
the same or such six^cified iwulions th€*r(H)f as may be consistent with 
the religious ideas of tin* |)(*ople fioni the reserve forests P 

The Hoffhle the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR ef 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes. 

(h) No. An urea of »H08 acres of the forest round the shrines in 
Sitakunda has already been excluded from the reserve and thrown open 
to the public iii older that pifgrims and others resorting to the shrines 
may not he hamiHoed in any way in their religious observances, 

Pabna and Tippera Agricultural farms. 

159. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the IToirhle the Minis- 
ter ill charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries lie 
pleased to state what practical steps, if any, have be<*n taken by the 
Tipixwa and Pabna Agricultural (arms for the ini]>n)vement of food- 
grains and the agricultural jirodiu'e ol llie districts since their eslab- 
lishmeiii and what results have Ikmmi obtained P 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI» 
Khan Bahadur: TIk* member is reieiKMl to the Annual Reports of the 
Tipix*ra and l\il)na Disirict Karins for the year 1921-2‘2, which will be 
publislied shortly. 

Mosquitoes in Pabna. 

160. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Ilon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-( Government aware 
that tliere has Ixhmi an abnormal iioui'ase of mosiiuitoes in the area 
affected by the re< eut floods in the district (?f Palana? 

{h) Are the (Government (‘onsidering the desirability of instituting 
an impiiry into the matter by the Assistant Director of Public Health, 
Rajshahi division, and of taking .steps for its numbly? 

The Hofi’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (h) 

The Minister *lias no information, but inquiries are Ixdng made by the 
Director of Ibiblic Health. 

Taoohing ouHivators improved methodB of eultivatiofi. 

161. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Han dle the 

Minister in charge of the DepaHment of Agriculture and Industries ho 
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pleaded to state what steps^ if auy, have been taken by the authorities 
of the Pabna and other agrieultural fanus in Bengal to enlighten the 
rultivators as to the results obtained at these fanns? 

(h) If no stej>s have yet been taken in this direction, are the Gov- 
ernment considering the desirahilitv of issuing nei*essarv instructions 
at an early date to district agri<‘uhural officers of this Presidency to 
take such steps? 


The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURIt 

Khan Bahailllf: (a) The results obtained at the farms are demonstrated 
to the cultivators through the demonstrators employed hy the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and also hy exhibitions at the farms when these 
can be aiTanged at a reasonal»le 4*o8t ; the prevailing financial stringency 
affects this work considerably. 

(/>) This does not arise. 


Tramways strike. 

162. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; Will the Hon hie the 

MemlKU' in chaigc of tlie Depai'tment of Pommeice Im‘ pleased to state 
whether he is aware tluif |HM>j>h‘ liav<‘ h<‘en put to great inconvenience 
owing to the Calcutta Tramways strike? 

(h) What steps liave been taken uj) to date for the settlement of 
this strike? 

(c) Are the (iov(‘rinncrH going to apiK)inl an ar])itration Innn’d for 
the pur[>ose and if so, when ? 

(d) If the answer to (r) above is in the negative, what step do 
the Government i)io|K>se to take foi the settlement of the strike? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 4 . DONALD: (a) Yes. 

(h) and (c) Tlie memln'r is referred to the coimmtniqne issued by 
Government and imhlished in the newHpajKTH on the bill .laiiimry, 1923. 

{d) Beyond pn>vi<liiig adeipiate police protection in the interests 
of law and older, Government do not proixise to inteife'e. 


DatMugar industry in Pabna and Tippara. 

" 163. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the lion ble the 

Minister in charge of the DeiKutinent of Agriculture and Industries 
aware that there are a large numlicr of date-imlms in the districts of 
Pabna and Tipiiera? 

{h) Are the Government considenng the desirability of training the 
people of these districts through exjierts to utilise such trees for the 
manufacture of sugar? 



222 QUESTIONS. [2&m Jjof. 

The the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI OHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadur: (a) Yea. 

(h) An in ventilation into the date-sugar indusrtry already a 
regular item in the programme of the (lovemment Agricultural Chemist. 
A survey of available resources and of metluxls was contemplated f<ir 
the i>re8ent seaw>n but has had to be abandoned on account of the 
financial i)osition. 


Village dispensariee in Pabna. 

164. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Dovernment be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(?) the total numbers of [)rivate, public, aided and unaided village 
dispensaries in the district of ]‘abna during the last five 
years ; 

(ii) tlm number of them which are charitable; and 
(Hi) the total ainoufit of contribution made by the district or local 
boards in aid of the disiRmsaries or hosi)itals in the district 
during each of the said years? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (t) to (Hi) A 
reference is invited to vStatement 11 in the Rejmrts on Hospitals and 
DisiKMisaries, copies of which are laid on the Library table. 

(lovernment have no information regarding unaided disixuisaries. 


Pasture lands and breeding bulls in Pabna and Tippera. 

165. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Agiiculture and Industries be 
pleased to state wliat steps have lK‘en or are being taken by the Gov- 
ernment and the lu( al authorities for the ju'ovision of — 

(i) public ixxsture grounds, and * 

(ii) public bulls for breeding imrposes, 
in the districts of Tii)iH‘ra and Raima? 

The Hon'ble the Nawdb SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur; (/) Cattle Suiwey ReiX)rt, Bengal (1912), contains 
some suggestioTis, This department is not aware that any steps have 
been token or that such are |>Ovssible. 

(ii) A Govenuuent stud bull has been provided at the Pabna Farm 
for service to the public free of charge. At Brahmanbaria a stud bull 
is maintained by the Wards Estate. It is already under oontempla- 
tion to provide a breeding bull at each farm as soon as suitable animals 
Are available from the Rangpur Cattle Farm. 
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BtiMn fiBS BiKt iandloitli* feet in Nonkhiii, Pibna ami TinMri« 

m SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the Mem- 

her in charge of the Deimrtmeiit of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased 
to state— 

(i) what was the amount realized as batwara fe<»s in the districts 
of Pabna, Tipi)era and Noakhali each year during the last 
five years; and 

(«) what was the amount of landlords’ fees dejwsited in the 
Pabna Colle('torate each year during the last JO years and 
what was the amount that lapsed each year during the 
said period? 

The Hon’Me the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR ef 
BURDWAN: (0 and (it) The labour involved in obtaining' informa- 
tion alx)ut the amount of Imtwara fees realizt'd and the amount of land- 
lords’ feas lapsed is ineommensurate with its value. As regards 
landlords’ fees deposited, the member is referred to the Annual Land 
Revenue Administration Reixirts. 


District Agricultural Officer, Pabnat 

167. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will flie llon’ble 
Minister in charge of the l)e|>!irtment of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to statt' — 

(i) what are the ({ualifications of the pn'sent district Agricul- 
tural Officer of Pabna; 

(fV) what Hj)ecial training, if any, did that officer receive; 

(in) what is his pay; and 

(iv) what is the monthly average of his travelling allowance P 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYiD NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (i) and (io The District Agricultural Officer, Pabna, 
has read up to the LA. Standard of the Calcutta University and passed 
the Final Examination of the Subour Agri(!ultural College. 

(in) Es. 105. 

(tv) Rs. 100. 


Crievanoee of passengers on the Assan^Bengal Railway. 

IBS. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Mini^rter in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railway 
Branch, aware of the grievances of the '3rd class passengers on the 
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As»am>Bengal Railway, especially between Laksham Jtmctinn and 
Brahmanbaria on account of the insufficient number of carriages for the 
said passengers? 

{h) If HO, what ineasiircH, if any, have been tiiken by the Govern- 
ment in this matter? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUOHURI, 
Khan Bahadur; (a) No. 

(h) The ([uestion not arise. 


Medical practitioners in Pabna. 

169. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; Will the lion ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of LcM'al Self-Government be fdeased 
to state the total number of AHsistant and Sub-Assistant Surgeons 
attached to (u) hosj)i(als, and (h) practising privately within the Sadar 
and Sirajganj 'Hulxlivisions, respectively, of the district of Pabna- 
during the years 1918, 1919, 1920 and 1921 ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: {a) Two Sul>- 
AsHistaiit Surgeons attached to the Sadar H(KspitaI and two SulKAssistant 
Surgeons and (un^ (’ivil Assistant Surgeon attached to hospitals in 
Sirajganj subdivision. 

(h) Government have no information as to the numWr of private 
practitioners. 


Inconvenience of passengers at the ticket window at Howrah, 
Sealdah and Naihati. 

170. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (o) Ts the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Dejmrtment of Public* W^orks (Railway Branch) 
aware of the inconvenience j>ut to at the ticket windows at the time of 
purchasing tickets at Howrah station on the East Indian Railway 
and Sealdah and Naihati stations on the Eastern Bengal Railway? 

(h) Is it a fact that these ticket windows are opened a few minutes 
only l>efore the arrival and departure of trains and there is a tremendous 
rush for tiekets^at the ticket windows at these stations? 

^c) Are the Government considering the dwirability V>f drawing 
the attention of the Agents of the Easteni Bengal Railway and East 
Indian Railway to this and of asking them to see that the 3rd class 
booking offices of these and other big stations remain oiJen during; day 
night and that tickets for 3rd class i>a,sso«ger8 are available at any 
time? 
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TM Htii’M mt Hwnk SAIYIO NAWAB ALf CHAUOHURI, 
KHm Bthadiir: (a) No. 

(6) Government have no information. 

(r) The attention of the Afirents, Eastern Bengal and East Indian 
Railways, is being drawn to the matter. 


Bengali publications proscribed by the Government of Bengal. 

171. Babu BROdENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI; (a) 

Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Politic al IX'pariinent be 
pleased to lay on the talde a statement giving a HkI of the Bengali 
publications proscribed by Government during the last 12 years stating 
the reasons for prosc.ription in each instance? 

(6) Have the authors or publishers of the proscrilH'd lMK)ks lH*en 
informed of the objectionable passages and allowed to rewiit(» them? 

(c) In the case of proscriWd dramas were their authors, publishers 
or the managers of theatres wlio used to stage them informed what 
corrections were needed in the manner of their jwesentation ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) A stahmoni is laid 
on the Library table. 

(b) and (c) No. 


Pay and alloivancec of officers in Pabna. 

172. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the HmPble the 
Member in charge of the De{»artmeni of Finance be pleased to state — 

(i) the total amount that was sjviit in each of the years 1920-21, 
1921-22, and 1922-23 tup to date) over “ travelling alh»w- 
ances,” “ halting charges,” and ” mileage ” ol the various 
officers under the Government of Bengal in the district of 
Pabna ; and 

(ft) the proportion that the amount referred to aWve bears to the 
amount spent over their ” salaries,” ** |)ersonal uilowauces,*^ 
and house allowances ” ? 

ThO HOfPMo Mr* OORALD: The labour involved in the collec- 
tioii of this information is altogether disproportionate to its value, and 
Govenunent are not prepared to undertake it. 
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CantralizatiiNi of the odmifitoiratiofi of the Cuftom Oepertmoiit. 


173. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: WiU the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state 
whether anything has been decided on the subject of oentralieation of 
the administration of the Oustoms Department on which views from 
various public l)odies were invited by the Government of Bengal, Finance 
Department (Separate Revenue Branch)? 

Tho Hofl’ble Mr. J. DONALD: No. The matter is under the 
consideration of the Government of India. 

Indian Eduoatioool Service. 

174. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of tlic Department of Education be pleased to lay 
on the table a slatemeni showing, year by year, for the last three years, 
the numl>er of apiK)intmentH made to the Indian Educational Service, 
in Bengal by — 

(t) recruitment in England; 

(ii) direct nomination in India; and 

(Hi) promotion of Indian officers of the Provincial Educational 
Service P 

(h) Will the TIon’ble the Minister be ])leased to state when the 
further resolution about the selection committee, referred to by the 
Hon’ble the Minister in answer to starred question No. XII put by 
Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh Roy on the 21st November, 1921, was issued? 

(c) Will the lion’ ble the Minister be pleased to lay a copy of the 
said resolution on the table? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(b) and (c) The further resolution was issued on the 8th February, 
1922. A copy is laid on the Library table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 174y show~ 
inp, year by year, the number of appointments made to the Indian 
Educational Service in Bemjal during the last three years. 

Men^s Branch. 

(i) By recruitment in England: 1920 — Nil; 1921 — 1; 1922 — Nil. 

(ii) By direct nomination in India: 1920 — 1; 1921 — ^Nil; 1922 — 1. 
(Hi) By promotion of Indian officers of the Bengal Eduoationai 

^ice: 1920—1; 1921—14; 1922-Na. 
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(i) By recruitment in England: 1920, 1921, 1922— Nil. 

(n) By direct nomination in India: 1920, 1921 — Nil; 1922 — 1 {T\m 
nominee was holding a permanent apiwintment in the Edu- 
cation Department on special rate of iiay outside the educa- 
tional services). 

(in) By promotion of Indian officers of the Bengal EducMitionai 
Service: 1920, 1921, 1922— Nil. 

Railway Advisory Committee for Bengal, 

175. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) With reference to the 
answer given to unstarred question No. 47 of the 20th November last, 
will the Hon’ble the Mem]>er in charge of the Deptirtment of Commerce 
be ideased to state whether the (lovernnmnt have decid(*d to forjn a 
local Railway Advisory Committee for Bengal? 

(b) If so, has the p(U'sonnel of the Committee been decided upon? 

(r) If the answer to (b) is in tlie affirmative, will tlie ITon’ble the 
Meml>er be pleased to state the names of the members? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. d. DONALD: (a) to (c) The Oov('rnment of India 
have already approved of tl»e priiuaple of local Railway Advisory Com- 
mittees, and the Government of Bengal are still in consultation with the 
Railway Administrations and Railway Board regarding the constitu- 
tion and i)ersouiiel of the committees. 

Sugaroane and Cotton oultivatioa 

176. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Ifon’ble tho 
Minister in charge of the IXqiart merit of Agriculture and Industries lie 
pleased to state what prac tical stejH, if any, have been taken or are 
being taken for the spread of sugarcane and cotton cultivation in the 
several districts of Bengal ? 

The HoiYMe the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The member is referred to jiages 5 and 9 of the Annual 
Report of the Agricultural I)e{>artment for 1921-22, which will be 
published shortly. 

Raooipts from Stamps in Pabna due to new Stamp and Court* 
foe laws. 

177. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of tbe Department of Finance be pleased to state 
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what the actual increase in receipts is from judicial and non-judicial 
stamps in the disirict of Pabna for the months during which the Stamp 
Amendment and Court-fees Acts have been in force ? 

Th6 Hoil’bto Mr. J. DONALD: llie labour involved in the collection 
of this information is altogether disprojwrtionate to its value, and 
Government are not prejxired to undertake it. 


Stamp revenue in Pabna from the new taxes. 

178. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQt Will the Eou'ble the 
Member in charge of the Jleiwrtineiil of Finance be pleased to lay on 
tlie table a stuU'meiit showing the revenue derived in the district of 
Pabna from the three new taxes with comparative figures of the pre- 
vious year? 

The Hen’ble Mr. J. DONALD: The labour involved in the collec- 
tion of this information is altogether disproi)oitionate to its value, and 
Government ore not piepared to undertake it. 


Chaukiftari fines and rewards. 

179. Maiilvi FAZLAL KARIM: Will the IIonT>le the Member in 
charge of the Ihdice Department be pleased to state — 

(j) the amount of fin(*s realized from chaukidars and dafadars of 
the Ibikarganj distiict during the last two years; 

(h) the amount from su< h fines s|H‘nt for rewards to the chauki- 
dars and dafadars; 

(til) the total amount of tine£> remaining unsi>ent till 1922; 

(ir) whetlier such fines are*sjH*nt on any heads other than rewards 
to chaukidars and dafadars; 

(r) if MO, on what authority is such .expenditure made; and 

(r/) if tin* ti!U‘s aie not si)ent on any other heads tlie reason for not 
incieasing the rate of rewards? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the HeiPMe 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson); (i) Amount of fines realized: 1920 — 
Rs. 10,475.1.0< 1921-Ks. 7,427-11-0. 

(ft) Amount }>aid in rewards: 1920 — Rs. 5,350-6-3; 1921 — 

Rs. 9,226-8-0. 

(ill) The Imlance at the end of 1921 was Rs. 9,279-10-11. The 
figures for 1922 are not yet available. 

(iv) No. 
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(r) Does not arise. 

(rO Rule 189 of the Chaiikidari Manual governs the rate of rewards 
to be given ; the District Magistrate has, under that rule, full discretion in 
prescribing the scale of cash le wards for his district. 


Bengal Judicial Service. 

180. Mauivi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: Will the Hon ble the 

Member in ihaigi* of the .ludu-ial Dcjiartment be ]ileased to state ^ 

(7) when the new rules for the Heiigal -ludicial Si'rvice, which have 
been druftcMl b\ the lloii’ble the High Court in accoidanco 
with th(‘ ret'onnmuidat ions of tlu* Piiblu' Services ('ommis- 
Sion, aie e\j>e( ted to l>e puiilished ; 
ill) whether tliex wete apj)ro\t‘d b^ the (lovernment of India; and 
(ill) u hiMi tli(‘v are going to be put intoforcey 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-Ur-Rahim): The revised rules will be jiublished after they 
have been examined in the li^ht of the Retrenchment Committee’s 
rei omniendalions. No detinite date cun be given. 


Scheme of training male nurses. 

181. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: m) Has 

tlie attcMitioii of tile llon'hle the Ministiu* in chaige of tlu* Department 
of laxal ioM’i iiiiK'ijt been diawn to tlie schenn* of tiaimiig male 

nurses init lated b\ tliedivtiict boaid of Hirbhumy 

ih) If so, aie tlie (»o\einmeiit considering tin* desiiabilitv id’ sug- 
gesting tf> the other distin t boards (»f Ibuigal a similar course of action 
for tiaiiiing male nursc''? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (n) Yes. 

ih) The Miiiist(‘] thinks it desirable that the <*xj)erTment whicli is 
being made in Hirhhum should lu* \^at( he<l lor a turn* iiefoK' slejis are 
taken for its extension. 


Commercial and technical schools. 

182. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state when the projxrsed commercial and 
technical srhends are going to be oi>ened at (’hinsurah, Raniganj, 
Asanaol, Krishnagar and Chittagong? 


16 
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The Hon’ble the Nawab SAiYtD NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The member is refened to the answer given t a un starred 
question No. 151 put by Itai llaremlranath Chaudhuri at this meeting. 


Exfuninatiorv of offlcials and non-officials by the Retrenchment 
Committee. 

183. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the Hon ble the 

Memlier in chaigo of the Depaitment of I' lnanet^ })e p](*ased to state — 
(t) how many officials ami how mans non-oflicials have been 
examim*d by the Hetnoichmenl ( 'oinmitti'e, Itengul, up to 
date ; 

(??) whiit sum has been sjieiit bv the OoviMrimenf for the purposes 
of the Ketrenchment ('ommittee up to (letober last; and 

(ill) what amount, if an>, has iieen drawn b\ the witnes'^es as travel- 
ling allow'anee or otheivvisey 

The Hon’ble Mr, J. DONALD: (?) The ])roeeedings of the lletreneh- 
ment ('ommitti'e arci eontidmitial and (loviunment have no information. 

(?V) lls. 7,020-12-4. 

(7?V) Kfl. 132-5-0. 


Inconvenience to passengers at Howrah railway station, 

184. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI; (n) Has the atten- 
tion of the llon’ble tht* Minij^tm' in ehaigi* of 1h(‘ i)<*paitment of Public 
Works be(*n drawn to th(‘ ineon\ tMiiema* eaUM‘d to the passengei's at 
the Howrah lailwax station of the East Indian Railwax t'ompany on 
account of the emlosiire set up there and other measures adopted by 
the Knilw’ay (k)mpan> ? 

(h) If so, liave the (lovernment taken any stejis to lemove the same? 

(c) If 'iio ste])s in this direction have yet been taken, are ih© 
Government considering the desirability of having the same removed 
or at least minimised ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (o) to (c) Reference is invited to the reply given to 
unslaned question No, 12 asked by Babu Devi Prosad Khaitan at the last 
session of the Gounoil. The attention of the Agent, East Indian Rail- 
way, and the Railway Board ho® been drawn to the matter. 
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CItirges of corruption against Subdivisional Offloer of Khulna. 


185. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in char^re of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that seiious charges of eorniption \u‘re made to the 
Government bv the ('hairman and Vice-Chairman of the district bt>ard, 
the Chairman of the local boanl and other resjM'ctable citizens uf Khulna 
ag:ainst Babu Naba (Joital ('haki, Subdivisional Otiii’er, Khulna? 

{!)) If the answer to (a) is in the atiirmative, will the llon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state what action, if any, are the (Hoverunient 
taking or proiK)s(‘ to take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Yes 

(b) An iiKjniry was held by a (’omrmssion consisting of one District 
Magistrate and one' District dudge. The re|Kn’t is now under the 
(onsiderution of Gov<*rnment. 


Provident fund for teachers. 

186. Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKER: (a) Will the lion ble the 

Minister in charge of the Dcpaitnnoit of Education be pb‘nsed to state 
>\hat progiess Ini'* lie«‘n made in the* scheme for the sanctioning of a 
(bneininent giant to j)io\ident fund for t(‘acliers of aided and unaided 
schools ? 

(b) If the scheme is ready, will the llon’ble the Minister 1 m^ pleased 
to la\ it on the table ? 

(c) TIas an estimate of the sum lecpnred foi this purjMise Wn made? 
(fl) When is it projtosed to give effect to the schemi? ? 

The Hon»ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) The scheme is in ab(‘yanfx^ for 
lack of necessary funds, 

(b) to {(I) The (question does not arise. 


Nomination of Rai Syama Charan Bhattacharjee Bahadur as 
Commissioner of Bhatpara municipality. 

187. Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKER: (a) With reference to the 
answer given to ij nest ion No. 192 asked by me at the meeting of this 
Council on the 30th August, 1922, will the Hon'ble the Minister in charge 
of the Department of Local Self-Government be plec^sed to state whether 

16 a 
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the instructions issued with circular Nos. 340 — 343M. of the Local Self- 
Government Uepartinent have been followed in the nomination of Kai 
Syama Oharan Bhattaeharjee Bahadur as a Commissioner of the 
Bhatpara municipality 

(Ij) If ihe answer to (a) is in the affirmative will the Hon’ble the 
Miinstei' he pleased to state, whether no suitable residents were avail- 
able in the Bhatpara municipality for ufimination ? 

(r) If the answer to (h) is also in the affirmative will the Hon'ble 
the Minister be ]>l(‘ased to state the rejison^ for nominating a person 
who is not a resiiboit of the municipality? 


The Hon’bleSirSURENDRA NATH BANERilEA: (a) The appoint- 
inent was not in siiict conformity with the instructions issmul in Gov- 
ernment circular Nos. 3K) — 313,\1., dated tlie 2t)t}i .lanuary, 11)22. 

(h) Idle Ministm- has no r(‘ason to sup}K)se that th(*re were no resi- 
dents suitalrle for rnmiination. 

(c) Kai Bahadur S. (\ Bhattaeharjee has been A’lce-Chairman of the 
Bhati>ara municipality for man\ yi'ai''. Il<* lives neai tin* muni(‘ij>ality 
in Nuihati, d’he ('nmmissionei s of tin* old board passial an unanimous 
residution desiiing that he should be appointed on the n(‘W lioaid, since 
liis e.\p(M'i<'ii<'(‘ wa" lik<‘ly to pro\(‘ most valuable in connection with the 
Tiew s(*W(‘rage and water suppK schemes.' In tliese ciKumstanciss the 
Minister f(dt justified iti depaiting to sonn* extmil tioin the circular 
orders referred to. 


Financial help to indigenous industrial concerns. 

188. Babu BROJENDRA^KISHOR RAY CHAUDHURI : Will 
the H on’ble the Minist(*r in charge rd’ the Department of Agriculture 
and Industries he jdeased to lay on the ta^ih* a statement showing, for 
eaidi of tlie last ten yeais — 

{i) the numher of applications reetdved from proprietors of indigen- 
ous industiial (“oneeriis for financial help; and 
(ii) the nature and amount of such help, if any, given in each 
instance? 

The Hon^ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (G A .statement is laid on the table. 

(u) Tlie member is referred to the answer to unstarred question 
No. 4b(h) asked by Bubu Devi Prosad Khaitan in the November session 
of the Council. Pending legislation no grants have been made. 
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Statement referred to tn the reply to ehiuse [i) of onstorred question 
3o. 188j shoinng the tminher of appheotions for yront of finaucial 
help to uubytfious industrial eoneern^. 


1913—1920 


.. Nil 

1921 


... G 

1922 


12 


Total 

IS 


Refunds of securities to owners of newspapers. 

189. Babu BROJENDRA KtSHOR RAY CHAUDHURI; (a) 

Will lion’})]*' llu' .Mcnilici ni cluir^’-c of thr Political Dfjuu t merit be 
pb'ased to ]a\ on IIk' table a >iat(‘nieiit sliowitiji'' tin* K'hinils of si'inii ilies 
made' to o\^ ncr.s of new ^puja*! ^ '-nice tin* lepeal of the Act^ 

ill) Is tbeie an\ ti(*\vsjtaper in case tin* lefund of its S(*('urity 

lias not \ et b(‘en made ^ 

tc'i If tin* answ(*i to (bi in tin* alliimatne, will tin* llon’ble the 
MemlK*!' b(* pleased to state the rea'-ons for this:' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (o) to tr) The only informa- 
tion readilv availahh* is that no apjdieations for lefinnls of seeurities have 
been refused since the rejieal of the Press Act, 


Discharge of septic tank effluents into the Canges. 

190. Babu BROJENDRA KISHOR RAY CHAUDHURI: ia) Huh 

tin* attention of tin* IF on'hh* tin* Minislci ni cliai^i* of the l)(*partm(‘nt 
of 1 iOcal Se]f-( lovei nnn*nt her*!' rlinwn to tin* Annual Ib'jMjit, lecr* nl 1 y 
puhlisln*d. of thr* woik of tin* IIor^k^\olm Rr*sr*aich PahoiatoiN' of the 
(’alcutta Schofd of d’lojncal Mr*di(irn*. in which it is recomnn‘mh*d that 
the effluents of tin* septn tank latiines should not he used as manures 
until previous examination has slinwn that tin* tank is of sucli construc- 
tion that the developmefit r*f the llookwrnm ova fheiein is inhihitr*d? 

(h) Are the (iovernment considerin^r the rlesirahility of ascerfain- 
in^ whether it is not possible that, without such jirevious examination 
of septic tanks, the disrljai^re «)f th^^r effluenls into the Ganges may l>e 
prejudicial to jnildic health*' 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The answer 
is in the affirmative. 
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(b) Apart from the investigation made by Dr. Me Vail systematie 
chemical and bacteriological examinations are being made in respect 
of sej)tic tank effluents, with the view of obtaining exact information 
in regard to their character; and learning whether or not they have 
been properly sterilized. The information available at present does 
not indicate that the effluents discharged into the llooghly are a 
source of Hookworm infection. 


Publicity Department. 

191. Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY; Will the ITon’ble the Mem- 
her in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the amount that is spent every month on the Publicity Depart- 
ment; and 

(it) the pay of the officers of that department? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H, L. STEPHENSON, (/) The average expendi- 
ture of the deirartment up to date has been abtuit Rs. IbOOO a month. 

(ii) The pay of the Assistant Ibibliiily Officer is Rs. 900 per men- 
sem, and the duty allowance of Mr.. .1. N. Roy for supervising publicity 
work is Ils. 250 per mensem. 


Water scarcity in Dacca tfivisioiSi 

192. Babu UOGENDRA NATH ROY; {a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Dei>artment of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing, district by district, 
the number of tanks and w’eNs excavated and re-excavated during the 
last water scarcity prevailing in the Dacen division by the — 

(7) district boards; 

(2) local boards; and 

(3) union boards ? 

(/>).Will the Hon’ble the Minister Ire pleased to state — 

(i) the amount that was sanctioned by the Government for the 

above purpose ; and * 

(ii) the amount that was actually spent? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, district by district, the amount that has been sane- 
tioned for excavating and re-excavating tanks and wells in the Dacca ^ 
division, during the next cold weather, for the supply of drinking water 
to the villages? 
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The Hofi’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement 

coDtaining the information as far as available is laid on the Library 
table. 

Soaroity of drinking water in Dacca and Mymenaingh districts. 

193. Mr. TARIT BHU8AN ROY: (^i) Is ihe Hon'ble the Minister 
in charge of the Depai tnient of Local Self-(iovernment aware that in 
the months of March, Apiil, and May last, when there was s(’arcity of 
drinking water, people of many interii^r villages in the districts of 
Dacca and Mymensingh had occasionally to buy their daily require- 
ments of drinking water? 

(h) Will the ITon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what stejw, 
if any, were taken by the di>tnct and local boards concerned tir alleviate 
the sufferings of the people during the said months of March', April and 
May last? 

(c) Will the Ilon’lde the Minister be pleased to slate whether the 
district and local boards submitted any report on tbe subject? 

{(1) If so, will tbe floii’ble tbe Minister be pleased to lay on the 
table copies of those rejKirts? 

(e) What action, if any, was taken by the Hon’ble the Minister to 
provide for drinking water in the affected areas in the districts of Dacca 
and Mymensingh? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) No The 

district boards concerned are not aware of any such cases. 

{h) Four tanks and 54 wells were excavated by the Dacca district 
board during the year 1921 The Mymensingh district board com-, 
pleted the construction of 22 masonry wells, 2 ring wells and 1 tiled 
well. Sixty-five w’ells and 3 tanks are also in progress. The Jamalpur 
local board constructed 12 ring wells, Kishoreganj 1 masonry well and 
1 ring well, Netrakona local board 15 ring wells and Tangail sank 20 
ring w'ells and 5 tiled wells. 

(c) The answer is in the negative. 

(d) The question does not arise. 

(e) The Minister is convening a conference in March to diacuas the 
question of rural water-supply. 


Dehousing of Indian workmen in Kidderpore. 


184. Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Will tbe Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
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pleased to state whether it is a fact that a lar^^e number of Indian work- 
men have been dehoused on account of the operations of the Improvement 
Trust in the Kidderpore area? 

(h) Is it correct that a large percentage of these workmen are 
Moslem eifaployees of the docks, mills and river-craft of the locality? 

(r) Is it also a fact that land has been acquired by the “ Trust 
in other instances to provide accommodation to the })o|)ulation dehoused 
on account of the oi)erations of the Calcutta lmj)rovemcnt Trust in other 
areas ? 

{(1) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking early 
steps for providing accommodation in the neighbouring localities to 
the dehoused [Kijiulation of the Kidderpore urea? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that large areas of suitable 
and cheap land are available in Behala within an easy distance of the 
place of employment of the population referred to? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: {a) The total 
miinher of Indian workmen displac'cd by the Trust’s ojHuations in the 
Kidderi>ore area is about 400. 

{})) Of the above, 2d7 are Muhammadans of whom To an‘ lascars 
who work in the doc'ks and river-craft. .Of the remaindt^r, about 125 
aie menials working in the Eort or in the Commissai iat Depot at 
Hastings, and the balance are employed as butchers in the Orphanganj 
market and in the local bazars. 

(c) Yes. The Trust acquired land in Wards institution Lane in 
1912 for the erection of model dwellings for tins class of the population 
wlu) had been or would be displaced by tlie Trust’s operations. As, 
however, there wnvs no demand for accommodation from the labouring 
class who prefer to take their conjj>ensation and make their own arrange- 
ments, the Board had to remove all restrictions as to the class of tenants 
and let the rooms irres|x*ctive of wdietherMhe applicants for accommo- 
dation had been displaced by their oi)erations or not. 

The Board also acquired an area of about 4 bighas in July, 1921, in 
Manicktolla' for the purj^se of letting out plots to husice dwellers for 
the erection of huts. Up to the present no plot has been let. 

(d) No. ‘ 

(e) Yes, but Government are informed that the working classes have 
preferred so far to erect their own huts on rented land rather than to 
occupy dwellings constructed by the Trust, who are unable, after acquir- 
ing land and constructing suitable dwellings, to let them at rates, which 
can compete with the cost of huts constructed by workmen on bustee 
land. 
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195. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hou’ble the Member 

in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state — 

(?) what steps, if any, have been taken by (Tovernraent to give 
effect to what is popularly known as the Subhankari Irri- 
gation Scheme ” in the subdivision of Vishnupur (district 
Bankura) ; and 

(n) whether the Government are making any provision in the next 
budget in connection with the sa;id sclicmesr' 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN. (i) No steps have been taken by Government. 

(u) No. 


Government recognition of charitable societies. 

196. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Oi) Will the Ilon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Dejmrtment of Local Self-Government he 
pleased to state — 

(?) whether it is necessary for a charitable disp(‘nsary to get Gov- 
ernment recognition before it can ask for aid fiom the district 
fund and for a supjdy of (juinine for distribution to the jK)or; 
and 

(it) what are the rules for recognition of charit?ible disjxoisaries by 
the Government and where are they to be found ? 

(b) Will the Ilon’Vde the Minister be pleased to lay a copy of them 
on the table ? 

(r) Why is it necessary for charitable disjKuisaries to get Govern- 
ment recognition to secure aid from the <listrict hoards P 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of revising the 
rules for recognition of charitable dispensaries and of empowering the 
district boards to grant such recognition in future? 

The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (a) (?) Yes; 
vide Dispensary Rule 3(??). 

(a) (u) and (b) A copy of the rules is laid on the Library table. 

(r) and (d) A reference is invited to .sections 71 and 138(/‘), Tx)cal 
Self-Government Act. Government do not propose to revise the rules 
in the manner suggested. 
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Reoruitment to Judioial Service by oompetitive examinetion. 


197. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the 

Menil)er in charge of the Judicial Deimrtment be pleased to state — 

(t) whether the Governraeiit are considering the desirability of 
introducing competitive examinations for recruitment to the 
Bengal ('ivil Service (Judicial) like the competitive examina- 
tion tor the Bengal Civil Service (Executive); and 
(it) if the answer to (t) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member Ik* pleased to state whether the reason is that Gov- 
ernment want to maintain a mode of recruitment for the 
Bengal (^ivil Service (Judicial) different from that of the 
Bengal ('ivil Service (Executive)? 

The Hon'ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (?) The answer is in the 
negative. 

(?/) The answer is in the negative. 


Appointment of Honorary Magistrates. 

198. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Ilon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial l)ej>artmcnt be jdeased to state — 
(/) how honorary magistrates are ai)jMjinted in Bengal outside 
(^ilcutta ; 

(ii) on whose recommendations are the appointments made; 

(lit) under what statutory or other authority are the appointments 
of honorary magistrates made; 

(iu) on what principles are these selections made; and 
(r) whether it is u fact that a confidential inquiry is made by the 
Criminal Investigation Dejmrtment as to the antecedents of 
any candidate, before ho is appointed as an honorary 
magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (t) Honorary magistrates in 
the mufassal are appointed on the nomination of District Magistrates 
for a term of three yearvS, 

(ii) The Divisional Commissioner. 

(tit) Sections 14 and 15 of tlie Code of Criminal Procedure. 

(ir) Selections are made from amongst those who are considered 
suitable on account of their education, social position and 
readiness devote a portion of their time to public work. 
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(v) Government have no information as to the means of inquiry 
adopted by the District Magistrates to ascertain the suitability or other- 
wise of the persons available for such duties. Probably the practice 
varies in individual cases. 

Maximum number of voles for election to local boards, 

199. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hoii'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that a minimum number of votes is re(iuire(l in the case of the 

election of a member of a lo(‘al board; 

(ii) that even when there is no contest in the case of a local board 

election, this irreducible minimum cannot be dispensed with; 
and 

(w) that no such minimum number of votes is necessary for elec- 

tion as a muiiici})al commissioner when such election is not 
contested ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
for this differential treatment in the matter of election to a local Iniard 
and to a raunicip)ality ? 

{(') Are the Government considering tlie desirability of doing away 
with thi^ minimum number of votes recjuired in the case of the election 
of members of a local board when such elections are not contested? 

(d) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be jdeased to state what section 
of Bengal Act III of 1885 makes it obligatory to have a minimum number 
of votes for election to a local boaid ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (i) Under 
rule 43B of the local board election rules — where an election is con- 
tested — at least 10 per cent, of the registered voters in a thana must 
record their votes. 

(ii) T^o, this is not the case {vide rule 40 as amended on 25th 
February, 1919). 

(iii) This is correct, but in this respect the rules for local board 
elections do not differ from those regulating municijial elections. 

(b) In the case of local board elections a provision like this is found 
to be a salutary one. In a small area like a munici|)al town, it may be 
taken that the voters know all al)out the candidates and that their 
absence may be taken as an indication that the voters acquiesce in the 
election of such candidates. Such is not, however, the case when a local 
board election is concerned. 

(c) The question is based on a misunderstanding and does not arise 
(vide rule 40). 
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(d) The rule referred to under {a) (i) wa>s made under section 138(a) 
of the Local Self-Government Act. 

Decrease of work of sttpendiary magistrates in Pabna. 

200. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charj^p of the Judicial Deparl merit aware that there is a 
dearth of work in the district of ]*abna, the increase, if any, being in 
petty cases only? 

(h) Are the Governinent considering the desirability of reducing 
the number of stipendiary magistrates in the Pabna district? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) No, but there has been 
same falling off in the number of criminal cases in the district of Pabna. 

(6) No. 


Charitable dispensaries in Pabna and Tippera. 

201. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; Will the Hon’ble the 
Ministiu’ in charge of the Department of Txical SeltVGovernment be 
pleased to state — 

(i) tile achial number of existing charitable dispensaries in the 
districts of Pabna and Tijijvra; 

(n) what st«*ps have been takiMi to establish a larger number of 
such dis[x’nsari(‘s for the convenience of the public during 
the last ten years; and 

(in) what proiKirtion does that number bear to the area and ]>opu- 
lation of those districts? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (t) Pabna 
district — 1(>; Tip|K»ra district — 33. 

(//) Reference is invited to the reply given to a similar question 
asked by Palm Jogendra Nath Roy on the 21st February, 1921. A 
copy of Government’s (^ircular No. 114 — ISl' Medl., dated the 5th June, 
1922, is laid on the labrary table. 

(lii) Reference is invited to the Census Report and the District 
Gafotteers, . 


Political prisoners in Pabna Jail. 

202. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ; Will the Hon’ble the 
Meml>er in charge of the Deptirtment of Revenue (Jails) pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t^ the daily average of the number of political prisoners in the 
Pabna jail, month by month, from November, 1921, to Slat 
December, 1922; and 
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(n) the number of such prisoners punished in eacli of the said 
months with one or more of the followings punishments: — 

(а) imprisonment under section 52 of the Prisons Act, 

(б) whip|)ing, 

(c) bar fetters, 

(d) hand-cuHing behind or to a sta])le, 

(r) separate cellular or solitary confinement, 

(/) hand-cuffing and link fetters, 

(ff) gunny clothing, and 
(h) penal diet, 

and for what offences in each case? 

The Han*ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (0 and (n) Tlie informa- 
tion is not available and the labour involved in compiling the statistics 
is not commensurate with the results. 


Bengal Retrenchment Committee. 

203. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Departnumt of I'^inance be pleased to slate — 
(/) wberi (lid the RetnuKdmient (’oininitte<' pr<\si(lc(l over by 
Sir K. N. Mukharji comimuice its sittings; 

(jO how many witnesses have been examined by this Committ(*o; 
(7u) what are the names of su('b witnesses; 

(iv) what are the dates of their examination; 

(?0 how many written statements or memoranda have been re'civ(‘d 
by this ('ommittee; 

(rO what are the names of the public bodies or juivate jKirson^ from 
whom tlio^e inenn^randa and statements were rec(dved; 
(ni) what are the date'< of the receipt of thost' memoranda and 
statements ; 

(iu?7) how many sittings did this (knnmittc^e hold up to date; 

(i>) what has been the exjxuiditure incurred on this (bmmittec up 
to date; and 

(j*) when is this rominitteo likely to finish its labours and to submit 
its report? 

The Hon’We Mr. J. DONALD: (?) to (nn) The proceedings of the 
Committee were confidential and Government have no informath-n on 
these points. 

(ij-) Rs, 16,741-11-6 up to the 15th January, 1923. 

(jr) The Committee has submitted the report to Government. 
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204. SHAH 8YED EMDADUk HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in char^^e of the Department of Ag^riculture and Industries be 
pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken, especially since 
the establishment of the Pabna A^sfricultural Farm, to improve the 
breed and number of cattle in the Pabna district? 

The Hoffi’Me the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: A stud bull has l>een placed at the Pabna Farm and its 
services are available to cow-keejxirs free of charge. 


Medical arrangements for tea garden codiee at certain 
rest«hou8es. 

205. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Member in cbarge of the DejMirtrnent of He venue (Emigration) lx» 
pleased to state: — 

(i) What medical arrangements are made by the forwarding agents 

of tea garden labourers at the r(‘st-hoiise, such as at Kharag- 
pur, Asansol, Punilia, Naihati, Amingaon, and Goalundo; 
and 

(ii) whether the Subdivisional Officers inspect the diet supplied to 

the coolies in these rest-houses? 

(h) If the answer to (n) (u) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’ble 
the Member be pleased to state how many times the officers visited the 
rest-houses during the last year? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [EMI- 
ORATION] (the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (a) (t) The Tea Districts 
Tiubour Supply Association maintain rest-houses at Kharagpur, Asansol, 
Naihati and Goalundo. Any cases of sickness at these places are 
treattMl at the local hospitals, the Association bearing the cost of such 
treatment or subscribing towards the general maintenance of these 
institutions. 

At Ooalnndo a compounder is retained on the staff to deal with 
minor cases of sickness. 

Purulia isjinder the Government of Bihar and Oriasa and Amingaon 
under the Assam Government. No information is available regarding 
the rest-houses in these places. 

(ii) The Subdivisional Officers do not as a nile inspect the diet sup- 
plied to the emigrants. This duty is perfoimed by the Assistant Superin- 
tendent of Emigration concerned. 

(h) In view of the answer to (a) (ii) this question does not arise. 
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208. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: With 
reference to the reply ffiven to uiistarred <iue.«(tiou No. 12 put by me on 
the 23rd August, 1922, will the Hon'hle the Minister in charge of the 
Department of Local Self-Oovernment he plea.sed to stalt'— 

(i) when the local Cominittce was formed; 

(n) when the said (’ommittee was a.sked to raise a imrtiou of the 
estimated co.st hy public subscription; and 

(ill) how long It IS since the Committee has reported its inability 
to raise any amount by public subscription V 

The Hon'Ue Sir 8URENORA NATH BANERJEA: (t) Tl.e Dis- 
trict Magistrate reports that at a imblic meeting held on the 14tli March, 
1920, an E.\ecutive Committee was formed to carry through tlm Tangail 
water-works scheme, and a Finance Committee was formed on the 12lh 
January, 1921, to raise public subscriptions. 

(I'l) The member is referred to the reply given to his previous ques- 
tion in which it is stated that the Commissioner of the Division was 
informed alKiiit the financial jiroposals, and was asked to inquire what 
prosjiect there was of raising the local contribution. The Oovirnraent 
letter addres.sed to the Coraiiiissioner is dates! the 7lh of April, 1922. 

(ill) The reply given to the mernlHw's previous (|Ueslion did not say 
that the Committee had rejmrU'd its inability to raise any amount by 
public subscription. Information was received from the local officers 
in the beginning of June last that the Committee had not been huccbm- 
ful in raising the amount suggested by Government. 


Drains and drainage works. 

207. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: («) Will the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Dcfairtraent of Irrigation be plea.sed 
to state — 

(i) the number of natural drains in Bengal; and 

(a) what drainage work.s have become urgently necessary? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of having a 
comprehensive scheme for the drainage works in Bengal ? 

The Hcm’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) (i) The lalmur involved in obtaining the informa- 
tion is incommensurate with its value. 

(u) The question does not arise. 

(b) There is at present no such scheme in contemplation. 
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208. Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: WiU the Hon’ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state 
when the reiwrt of the Bengal Retrenchment Committee is likely to be 
ready ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. DONALD: The report has already been sub- 
mitted to Government and has been published. 


Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest). 

The Calcutta University. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: It is with a sense of great 
diffidence that 1 rise to s]H*ak on these resolutions, because I feel that 
I have no pielension to speak with authority on University matters. 
I can only s|K*ak as an ordinary man in the street. T have this advan- 
tage that, as an onlooker, T hope, 1 can take a dispassionate view of 
the whole tight that has unfortunately been going on Ix'tweeu the 
Cahuitta (hiiversity and the Bengal Government. The matter has 
aroused the dee|H\st interest and is still being discussed with the greatest 
heat in many a jiarlour. 

But dispas^i(mate jH'ople are aln'ady beginning to ask, how is it that 
the inatitu ha'' not \et been settled V The diff(*rencB of view does not 
.seem to be, after all, very serious. It is admitted on all sides that 
neither the Government nor this ('ouncil has any right to interfere with 
the academic activities of the TGiiversity. . T bojx* it is also conceded 
that the University, like any other public body, should keep its accounts 
ai'cording to the rules laid down by the Accountant-General. Any one 
who is not a jwrtisan should regard these views as fair. Then, why 
quarrel nbouf the details y What, after all, is this fight about? Some 
conditions were suggested bv the TTon’ble the Minister for the finan- 
cial inqu'ovement of the University. It is not as if all the conditions, 
as such, were absolutelv unexiK*cted or repugnant to the University. 
As early as November. eight months before this money was sanc- 

tioned by this Council, the Hon’ble the Minister clearly stated in a 
letter that help would be given under certain conditions and subject to 
certain contingencies. The University authorities knew of this letter, 
before they applied for funds in February, 1922, How can anyone then 
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say that the conditions were absolutely unexpected ? As for the condi- 
tions themselves, one of the strong? supporters of the University author- 
ities, I think it was Dr. Hiralal Haidar, said on the 2nd Detvember, 
1922, in that memorable Senate meeting — 

We are not obstructive in spirit and are not unwilling to do what we can 
to put our Ijouse in order. Of our own motion, w’e have, in the budget rules, 
adopted most of the suggestions of the Accountant-General. . . Then wliy keep 

up the strife any longer? 

I also join with him and ask-— “ Why keep up this strife any longer?** 

Mr. A joy Chunder Dutt, the young advocate of the University, also 
admitted yesterday that most of the conditions suggested by the Gov- 
ernment were good, nay, he went on to say that some were vei 7 good, 
and had already been given effect to, but that they would not admit it. 
(Cries of: “ It is not so.”) 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): r must ask 
members not to internipl the memlxM’ Avho is in jH>ssessi()n of the 
House. He should be allowed t-o conclude his sf)eech without any 
iuterniption. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: 1 think Mr. Ajoy Chunder Uiitt 
did say so. I particularly noted this |K)int. They would not admit a 
thing that they liave done. Tliis is a most strange menhility. Is it 
not like the i)f‘lulaiice of a child? 1 am afraid Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt 
has annihilated his caifse by this confession. If you have accepted the 
conditions, where is the ({iiarrel? It is .said by .some that the conditions 
have In^en imiH)sed at the iK)int of the bayonet. Is that the whole truth? 
My reading of the situation seems different. We also want to think 
truly, to speak truly, to act truly. Truth is not confined to any parti- 
cular areas. Whatever niy friend, J>. Jatindra Nath Moitra, may say 
at the Senate meeting, it is well known to every one in this Council — 
at least to everyone who knows how resolutions are witlidrawn and 
votes manipulated, that there was a strong feeling against the present 
managers of the University on account of the Councirs recommenda- 
tion regarding the appointment of a Financial Committee having been 
practically brushed aside. Though I have opposed the Minister several 
times, and though I mean to oppo.se him tooth and nail, if he tries to 
interfere with the academic autonomy of the University, I do say that 
had he not made that announcement that the University authorities had 
at last decided to submit their accounts, these Rs. 2J lakhs might not 
have been granted. I quite admit that (he letter conveying the condi- 
tions has been tactless, I quite admit that some of the conditions were 
unnecessary, but is that reason why a committee should be appointed 
and vituperation indulged in a full-dressed debate? Would it not have 
been more dignified for the Senate to reply, to the Secretary that some 
of the conditions had already been adopted and that the rest were 
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imjiracticable or imjjossible ? Would it not kave put the Minister in 
a false fK^sition ? Everyone agrees that with reference to the 60 per 
cent, of the deficits, the University authorities had no control. Both 
the Goveniinent and the University have found the non-co-ojjeration 
movement a good target to hurl their abuses at; but what alwut the 
balance of 40 i>er cent. ? Are they sure that they might not have pre- 
vented these? Bo they not now say — We shall retrench and live 
within our means?” This is just what had been asked. Then, where 
is the dispute? This (hmncil cannot foment this quarrel any further. 
It has already degenerated into something like a personal squabble. 
The matter has gone too far. It is a standing disgrace to the fair name 
of Bengal and to her administrators that not one i)erson has been found, 
who could rise above these dissensions and effect a c^)mpromise between 
the parties. I saVt f^ir, it does not sj)eak well for the training of the 
Calcutta University that so many of her glorious sons, both in the 
Senate and in the Council have coulinued these unseemly bickerings. 
Let there Ik? an end of all tbese. Let there be a ix*ace conference, if 
1 may use that term. Let all personal vanities be forgiven and for- 
gotten. The matter can be nrrange<l in a very short time, if there is 
a will behind. There is no (piestion of slavery, no one wants to fetter 
the activities of th(‘ University. If the University authorities, in their 
great and admirable zeal, have gUne Inyvond their income, it is after 
all not a great fault of theirs. They had, every right to exjKnt Govern- 
ment helj). If, however, practical accountants have to reiiiind them 
that this e.\|K‘ctati(>Tj was not justified either on a<‘count of the want of 
syminithy of the Governimmt of India, or of the bankruptcy of the 
Bengal Government, tluu'e is nothing to Ik^ angry about. Tliey have to 
curb their zeal for a. tiTue; that is all. We must all endeavour to put 
a sto]) to this (piarrel, and then this money and more should lx? forth- 
coming for the develo[>ment of this great University. Neither the 
present authorities of the University nor the present Deixirtment of 
Education have a right to stifle the University, simply lx*cuuse they 
cannot make U[> their jx'tty quarrels, , 

DIRECTOR of PUBLIC INSTRUCTION (Mr. W. W. Hornell); 

When the letter which conveyed to the University the now notorious 
conditions was written, 1 was far away from here in the solitude of the 
Australian Bush. I mertdy mention this in ixvssing, because I quite 
realize that is a matter of complete indifference to the members of this 
Council whether I was in Australia or Amsterdam — for even if I were 
in Amsterdam I had not gone there to six^culate in guilders either on 
behalf of a bankrupt University or an impoverished Government. But 
at an rate I was not lvei*e, and consequently I was not in any way 
r«xspansible for those conditions, and I feel no personal responsibility 
whatever towards them. Being in a position of this kind, feeling no 
reeponaibility and being able to say with the pchoolboy — ** It is not 
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me, Sir, it is the other chap ” is, I must confess, a n>le of considerable 
fascination to a rapidly ageing servant of a |Hist regime whose one 
prayer to Heaven is that he may be allowed to j>ass the rest of Ilia 
official life in peace and quietness in the undisturW'd enjoyment of his 
exiguous emoluments. 

A feeling of joy at the discomfiture of one’s fellow-creatures, speci- 
ally if they happen to be one’s official sujx^riors, is one of the most 
subtle forms of self-satisfaction, and I came to yesterday’s meeting 
expecting to derive a certain amount of mild enjoyment from the trounc- 
ing of ray Minister, but so far as I could follow the delwvte, I waa 
disappointed. The worst his most scathing critic could say of him was 
that he was the spiritual successor of Sir Mian Mahomed Shafi and 
Sir Sankaran Nair. 

Then again I had exjiected that the champions of the University 
would unmask the conditions in all their inherent tyranny. I'had read 
the conditions, and had even heard them discussed privately and 1 am 
bound to confers that 1 had not lH*en able to discover in them anything 
very sinister. On the contrary, Mr. Dutt, pleading with admirable 
lucidity, showed us that the University had really accepted the condi- 
tions and had indeed carried them out. Professor Mukherji’s sonorous 
I^eriods were unfortunately interrupted by the bell. Had it not Ihhmi so, 
w’e might have heaid wliy the conditions were objectionahhs hut we did 
not hear this. We heard instead his ehxjueni ai)i)eal for the develojK 
ment of the University. He .said that, though it might 1 m* counted an 
extravagance, it could scarcedy 1m* counted against the University as 
a sin, that it had developed facilities for the enlight«‘nment of the 
country. 

I have l)een an ex-ajjicw meml>er of the Senate and the Syndicaite for 
10 years. 1 was a menilM‘r of the Committee from whose rejiort resulted 
the Post-graduate l)e{Kirtment. 1 was also a memlM*r of the Calcutta 
University Commission. 1 have s|M;nt the best years of my life in 
educational work in Bengal. I do riot claim that 1 have succeeded in 
anything, but 1 have tried to work in harmony with the University. I 
do not regret the years that I have sjieiit here for all their stivnuous 
ineffectiveness. But if anything could tempt me to do so, it is the 
lamentable relations which now obtain lietween the University of 
Calcutta on the one hand and the Ministry of Education and this Council 
on the other. The situation is extremely serious, more serious than 
is generally understood. If the University is to close down, if it« 
working is to be thrown out of gear, the whole educational system of 
this Presidency will collai>se. It 8ee*ms to me, therefore, that we have 
come to a time when the truth of the proverb is illnstrated ** the least 
said, the sooner mended. 

The Hon^ble the Minister has suggested a round table conference. 
He has said that he was prepared to examine each of the conditions and 
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to inHint upon nothing beyond his own personal assurance that the 
University will henceforth conduct its business on a sound footing. The 
champions of the University have assured the Council that the Univer- 
sity has already gone beyond the requirements of the Minister in the 
matter of financial safeguards. If that is so, I would say with Mr. Indu 
Bhushan Ilutta — ‘‘ What in Heaven^s name are we wrangling about 

Of course if the Ministry of Education is to the University as it were 
the spirit of evil and destruction, the spirit whose very gifts are poison- 
ous, there is nothing for it, I suppose, but to fight the matter to a 
finish. But those who regard such a course with complacency must, 
I think, ]>onder for a moment that there will he hundreds of thousands 
of boys who, while the fight is raging, are losing years which they w'ill 
never recover. 

The attitude of the Minister being what he has expressed, it seems 
to me that the obvious course would be that these resolutions should be 
withdrawn (“ hear, hear ”), and that we should proceed to the next 
item of business. After all we are not discussing the reconstnictioh 
(d the (Vilcutta University. The Calcutta University is a body corpo- 
rate created and fenced round by its Acts of Incorporation and by its 
own regulations. No jot or title of these Statutes can be altered 
without legislation undertaken in this Council. Tx^gislation is fore- 
shadowed — it is even now almost on top .of us, and 1 would ask tlie 
'Council in all seriousness, what earthly purpose, save the further con- 
fusing of issues, cuTi be served, until we know what University Bills 
are going to be produced at this session — what earthly purpose can be 
served by creating more committees and convening more conferences? 
I have suggested that the obvious course would be to withdraw the 
resolutions. If, how’ever, the movers of the resolutions cannot see 
their way to do that, at least^let the Council have a chance of facing 
the straight issue which seems to me to be this: Is the considerable 
sum of money which has Wen voted by this Council to be paid to the 
University without any conditions whatever or should those conditions 
which have already Wen im.iK>sed be insisted upon? The purport of 
the resolutions which have been moved by Mr. Dutt and Professor 
Mukherji favour the first course, while Mr. Sarkar’s resolution favours 
the latter. If the resolutions cannot W withdrawn, let us have at least 
a straight vote on this issue and let us not confuse the issues by further 
recriminationj^ and by suggestions of conferences and committees which 
can lead at this juncture to no possible result whatever. 

Bibil NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: At the outset I would like 
to make it clear that I feel inclined to support the resolution of Mr. Ajoy 
Chunder Dutt. My position is exactly the same as was taken by one 
of the far-sighted administrators that ever set foot in India. I refer 
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to the beloved personality of the late Governor of Bengal, Lord Ronald- 
shay. In an address delivered at the Convoeation of the Calcutta 
University in 1922, His Lordship was graciously pleased to observe — 

I am not disposed to deny that in a poor country there are obvious limits to 
the extent to which such studies can reasonably be financed by public funds. The 
I^egislature will, I hope, be prepared to make some additional c'ontribution towards 
the University in its present difficulties. But the Legislature itself with extremely 
exiguous resourws is faced with many urgent demands. 

The curtain OTer this question ought to have fallen here; but unfor- 
tunately it has not. 

It appears to me that both the Government and the Calcutta Univer- 
sity authorities have been pursuing a rather less imjxirtant issue and 
at the same time losing sight of one of the most impcirtant jiroldems, 
viz., the financial as|)ect of the question. Both the Government and 
the Calcutta University authorities ought to remember that there are 
millions of jieoide in this province l>elonging to the most backward 
classes who, though contributing no less than Us. G or 7 crores, do not 
get jierhaps one lakh of rujx'es even in return for the sum. Both the 
Government and the (^alcutta University authorities ought to remember 
that primary education — a parallel in impoidanco to wiiieli I cannot 
conceive — is not getting its proi)er share of attention owing to fiiian- 
<ial stringency or otherwise. In the face of such a situation, is it not 
desirable that tlie Calcutta University should set a limit to its activities P 
1 am not one of those, Sir, wdio admit.s that everything is right with 
tile University. But I say that, if there is anything wrong that should 
be remedied — not by imiKising conditions for which there is no longer 
any necessity as a evident from the siK*ech of Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dult — 
but by reconstructing the machinery of the Calcutta University in such 
a way so that the Muhammadans, the backward classes, and others can 
have their due and adequate share. 

With these few words, I siipiwrt the res<dution of Mr. Dutt. 


Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I think the [lostponement of 
the giving out of the grant of Us. 2,50,(XK) w’hich was voiced for the 
Calcutta University, is an action which the Hon’ble the Minister for 
Education has to account for. He has accounted for it by saying that, 
although no condition was laid at the time, yet he has, as Minister, to 
say that the money is to be 8i)ent properly and in a business-like manner. 
I regret that such an august body as the CalcutUi University has to be 
taught in this matter just like the village schoolmaster as to whether 
he has sjient the money properly or not. Sir, I say there is a great 
difference, as wide as the jwles asunder, l)etween the village school and 
the Calcutta University. The University is by this way going to lose 
its prestige; and sooner or later — if the grant is not given at the proper 
time — the prestige of the University will be gone. I submit that over 
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and above Rs. 2,50,000 which the Council was pleased to vote for the 
University last year — though unfortunately that money has not y»ti 
been made over to the University — a further sum of Rs. 2,50,000 should 
l>e provided for in the current year’s budget. I am sorry that now 
after haggling for one year the same thing is going to be repeated this 
yeai’. When the grant of Rs. 2,60,000 was contemplated to be given 
and the Council voted the grant, the Ilon’ble the Minister only Aid that 
there was a considerable feeling at the time that the Univers^ was 
not revealing its financial condition. The University revealed its finan- 
cial condition soon after and even then this grant of Rs. 2,60,000 was 
not iKiid. As soon as the Minister got an ac(‘^)unt of the financial 
situation from the University, it was sent to the Accountant-General, 
Bengal, for sciiitiny. Is this the way to delay the grant that has been 
voted solemnly by this august assembly? Is this the reformed Council 
that the Ilon’ble tlie Minister would not carry out the wishes of this 
Council and would delay in that fashion? The reasons are only known 
to the Ilon’ble Minister himself. It ha^s been said, with regard to 
the financial condition of the University, that some earmarked money 
has l>een Hj)ent for other pur|H)ses. Sir, Government knows very well 
as also the Minister that earmarked money is often diverted for “ other 
jiurjwses ” and if is not a criminal thing at all. 

I beg to submit that, for an Arts College for the Muhammadans, 
there was a Ijikh granted for the jnii'iwse in the last budget. A piece 
of land was ac(piired and it was lying fallow. We exi^ected that, when 
the piece of land for the Muhammadans Arts College was acquired, we 
should see buildings niised uj)on it locating the poor Muhammadans 
for their education. Where has that earmarked money gone to? It 
has gone to other |nir|x>ses. If the Government (*an spend money — 
earmarked money — for “ other puriK>ses,” why the University should 
be taken to task for diveriing the eannarked money for “ other 
piiriK>se ” — I wonder! 

There is unotlier accusation that Germi^n marks have beeiyjmrchased. 
In this ('ouncil it is the Minister, with his Secretary and Assistants, who 
has the projx’r scrutiny of this financial matter, but against him there 
is none. Dr. Moitra tried in some way, but he is not acquainted with 
all the finniKMal conditions. 

Babu SUBENDRA NATH MALLIK: I rise to a point of order, 
Sir. In the absence of the member is he entitled to say that he is not 
conversant with the account? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: It is very difficult to say whether the particular 
member i.'i present or not. The member who is addressing the House 
has probably said what he has to say about the matter. 
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IlMlIvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I submit that is only a special 
pleading and an ex parte pleading that German marks have been pur- 
chased and the University is maligned and the Vice-Chancellor is mali- 
gned. I think that both sides of the question ought to be seen. 
It is stated that many instruments are purchased from Geruuiny and 
they are to l)e paid in Geimau marks. 1 tlo not know what w’as the 
reason that these German marks were purchased for. It is for the 
University, for the Vice-Chancellor and his Accountant to answ^er this 
question. I say 've are not in a i)osition to aiisw'er it and the Council 
should think twdce before believing an c.r parte ideading of the one side 
of the question. Therefore, 1 think these resolutions should bo sup- 
ported and never withdrawn. 

With these few' observations I resume my seat. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: This University' wrangle 
is baffling to an ordinary observer. The numlK-U* of resolutions that 
have l)een brought forward and tiie sjx^eches that liavo l)t‘en made in their 
supixnt aie so widely diveigent and con trad icUny that the^y are Ix^wilder- 
ing^ to the majority of us, who, in the opinion of tlio. University itself, 
are mere “ amateuis.” Hut, Sir, what are we, the “ amateurs,^’ to 
do now^ The University was offered money by the Government and 
tlie University with the unanimous oj)iiiion of a (\)mnnitee apiK)inted 
liy It to consider the offer, lias rejected it. It lias published a fairly lug 
rcjiort covciing about 1<S‘J pages \indi(‘ating tliis refusal. Authoiili(‘s — 
English, Scotch, Canadian, (ierniaii and even gubi*rnatorial -have been 
cited cn f/nJote proving conclusively that Government grants ought 
not to be accepted. It (juotes the Chancellor of the Excheijuer for 
showing that “ with Government money given in large (piantities, will 
go (io\ernnicnt control.” That is true enough. Nobody disputes that 
and iiobmly would ever dispute that. If you accejd a Government 
grant, it goes without saying that you must submit your accounts to 
the Government and .satisfy it that the- money is- w'ell sjient. Such 
self-govei ning public Ixidies as miinicijiol corjKiratiouH and district 
boaids which get comiwratively little financial aid from the Govern- 
ment have to submit their accounts regularly to the Government for its 
inspection and have their financial proixKsals examined. Sir, it is 
aUsiird to think that any puldic IkmIv esttiblished by law for a public 
jmrjxise and maintained by public funds and taxjmyers’ money should 
object to an interference by the State six?cially when it is found head- 
ing tow'ards bankimptcy by s|)ending more than its income. 

Even if the University refuses to accept the grant, we cannot allow 
the matter to rest there. The Government have a duly to di.scliarge to 
the public . It (‘aiinot allow the greatest educational institution of the 
land, deriving its authority under the Statutes to play with its assets 
and liabilities, and I am glad that Bills are to be introduced for a better, 
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^organization of the University though, Sir, I would have been more 
glad if our Minister had pluck and courage enough to tackle the prob- 
lem on behalf of the Government. But that is anotjier story. Coming 
to the resolutions, I really cannot uudeistand the solicitude of some of 
the meml)er.s of the (Council who are bent upon thrusting our gifts on 
unwilling donees? I appreciate the attitude of the members who say — 
“ accept the money, accej)! the conditions as well.^* I appreciate also 
the attitude of the University when it says — “ We will not accept the 
conditions and we will not accept the money." That is something 
straight and fair. But why do some of us rush to the Council with 
multifarious proiwsals? Would they ask us to believe that this learned 
and academic body is merely flirting with the Government and by 
refusals asking for more? Or are those friends trembling in their shoes 
l>ecau8e the authorities of College Square have fulminated on liberty and 
freedom? Liberty and freedom are good things, no doubt, but when 
in their names one shirks submission of accounts, one conjures those 
holy things to Hiipix>rt unlimited expansion and expenditure with no 
funds to back save that contributed by the taxpayers of Bengal, I 
think with the i)oet that " License they mean when they cry Lil)erty." 

Are we going to l)e brow-beaten, to l)e bullied into submission? 
When the gods of (\>llege Square thunder, jire we to cry Kamerad^ 
Kainrrad and seek to ingratiate ourselves into the favour of tliose gods? 

I have can^fully gone through Chapter VII of the Government Grant 
Committee ltejK)rt of the University where it has tried to prove the 
injustice of the conditions. Save and exce]?t tlie eighth condition, 
which relates to the jxiyment to professors and examiners, all the other 
conditions relate to keeping pro[>er acc'ounts. And the University says 
iliat it cannot accept tlie grant (umpled with those conditions as they 
would not submit to them. But I uudersUind that the professors have 
IxH'u jmid aiul here a cbampi<1n of the University said yestt*rday that 
the University has practically fulfilled all the conditions although it 
does not choose to say so. I fail to understand what he means hy it. 
Does he mean that the University does a thing and chooses to say some- 
thing else? After all there is a comic element in the whole thing. It 
is very like the housewife in a hutf refusing to accept her household 
expenses when the master of the house reminds her to keep clear of the 
crtxlitors. 

1 think no useful purpose can be serv'ed by this unseemly wrangle 
with the University. It is desirable that the University should ac^cept 
the Government grant. And as the conditions have been almost ful- 
filled, tbe sum already granted may be made over to the University 
unaccompanied by any more tactless letters from the Ministry of Educa- 
tion. But it is also necessary that the University should approach the 
Government in a proper spirit and discuss the propriety or otherwise of 
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the conditions imposed for future occasions for I do not claim infalli- 
bility for our Minister by whom I am afraid the matter has not been 
quite tactfully and projierly handled. The welfare of the University 
cannot but be the supreme concern of the (Government and the i>eople, 
and we, their representatives, are here to see that lK>th the (Government 
and the University carry on their work |H'acefully with the jfood of the 
country always before them. If any of them goes astray, it is our duty 
to correct the one as much as the otlier. In the present instant^e the 
executive lieads of l)oth the Education lX'[)arlinent and the University 
have apjxirently misunderstood each otlier and have lK»pn working at 
cross purposes, and I cannot therefore sup|>ori any of (lie msolutions. 
1 wish some higher authority would intervene and set the matter right 
and I hoj>e I do not wish in vain. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: We have heard the 
arguments advanced by both sides. As has been jiointed outliy the last 
sjxsiker, self-governing bodies, of one of which Mauivi Yakuinuddin 
AlmuHl is the Vice-f.'haimian, have to submit ac(‘ounts to the auditors 
apiK)inted by (Government. The financial condition of all local bodies 
are scrutinized by (Government auditors, and I do not see why any differ- 
ence should lie made in the case of the University. It is not that our 
Minister is going to interfere with the internal manag(*ment of the 
University as Mauivi Yakuinuddin has suggesh‘d. Jl(‘ said that we 
ought to save the diowniiig man. Our Minister is trying lo save tin* 
drowning man and by imjiosing certain conditions he is striving to see 
that this man does not drown him.self any more in the future. This 
is the |K)licy which is lK*ing adopted by our Minister. Of (aiurse, we 
understand that of the total deficit, Ks. d lakhs may l>t^ set down to the 
credit of the non-co-o|K*ration movement and over this the University 
had certainly no contnd. Hut what about the other Iks. 4 lakhs? My 
friend, Dr. Moitra, has stated that this is due to the establishment of 
other universities. Well, 1 think the fhihaitta University knew all 
this, they knew that these universitie,s were going to 1h‘ creatoil and 
they ought to have adjusted their accounts accordingly. When you 
find that you will not get the income which you had previously, it is 
all the more reason that you should take stej>s to sih^ that your accounts 
are put right and you go on in a biisiiiesM-like manner. 

As regards the other jxdnt mentioned by Mauivi Yakuinuddin Ahmed 
that the grant of Bs. lakhs sanctione<l by the Oouncil was uncondi- 
tional, I submit that we w’ere pre.sent on that occasion, and our leader, 
Mauivi Fazl-ul Hacj, moved a resolution against the grant, and it waa 
on the assurance of the Hon'ble the Minister that he would see that 
the amount was properly spent that he withdrew hi.s resolution. The 
feelings of the Muhammmlan members, exfjept perhajw of Mauivi 
Yakuinuddin Ahmed, were very great against the grant. But now 
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Maulvi Yakuinuddin Ahmed comes forward and says that the Minister 
should not do this or that. I cannot understand his logic. Everything 
ought to be done in a business-like manner. If any person connected 
with a public body does not work in a business-like manner, however 
august he may be, it is the duty of Government to point out the defects 
and issue instructions. We hud that when big zamindars fail in their 
conciufi, Governnient steiw in and takes charge of the zamiudary, and 
I do not see why this proceduie should not be followed in the case of 
the University. It is simply scandalous to take money from non- 
existent funds, but niy friend Maulvi Yakuinuddin Ahmed says that 
there is nothing objectionable in taking earmarked money. The Minister 
has, however, jioinled out that they have taken not only earmarked 
money but money from trust funds as well, to which the Minister takes 
exception. I’he trust fund money has Wen handed over by jx^rsons to 
the University for certain purix>se and the University has no right to 
take money from that. We say that the Minister is quite right in 
imposing conditions, and we shall not W satisfied unless the University 
works in a busines.s-like manner. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: The matW Wfore 
us is not very difficult of stdution if it is approached in a fair and impar- 
• tial siurit. We have been hearing for the last six months about the 
fr(‘edom — the autonomy — cd’ the University being in danger on account 
of tlie action of the llon’bl(‘ the Minister -in laying down certain condi- 
tions about the grant. Universities in India and Kuiojk? w'ere formed 
round great t(‘achers and writers by students eager for knowledge and 
very oft(Mi indigent. Knowledge and w'isdom are based on freedom, but 
1 am afraid that ideal our university has not got before it. Sir, for the 
last 10 years w(‘ have had doctors of science and philosophy in 8001*08, 
but none of them has brought out any w’ork of outstanding merit. Thi.s 
Tfniversity of ours is not a iJace where freedom has its fullest scope. 
This University has come into existence by the favour of Government; 
its heads are all Government officials, either Judges or Ministers. A 
learned writt'r or a teacher wdll lx* out of* place there. Gentlemen who 
busk in official favour need not si>eak so flamboyantly of freedom. This 
University cannot exist without the vivifying influence of the sunshino 
of Government i>atronage. Government |>atronage is enjoyed by those 
gentlemen who are at it.s head now. This state of things should surely 
lx> changed. When Government makes a grant, when anybody makes 
n grant, he has a right to lay down conditions. But the matte‘r is a 
little different here. The allocation of grant to the University has been 
entrusted to this Council to which a degn^e of freedom has ]>een granted. 
I, therefore, cannot admit the claim of the Hon’ble the Minister that he 
can lay dowu conditions — that he can tamj^er with the vote of uneondi- 
titmal grant by this Council. That claim is not sustainable, and I here 
standing on behalf of the Council protest against the assumption of 
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that power by the Hon’ble the Minister. But, Sir, there have been 
grave irregularities in the action of the University— irregularities so 
cruelly, but so justly, exjxiseti by our Minister. These irregularities 
are due only be(‘ause the Senate is a wholly unrepresentative IkhIv, 
re8i)onsible to only one i»erson. This state of things this Uounoil shall 
mend and, I understand, the Ilon’blp the Minister is taking steixs in that 
direction. The freedom of the University must \)e maintained at all 
cost, but that does not mean that the directions of the Accountant- 
General should not be complied with; that dcn^s not mean that the 
Accountant-General shall not he allowed to examine tlie accounts of thi‘ 
University. That claim of the University is ])reiK)sterous. Sir, the 
present Senate cannot exist if the llou’hle the Minister brings out his 
long-delayed Bill before us for more than three months and the present 
Senate will do well to a<'ce[>t the money that has Ihhui granted to it and 
pay off its debis. Sir, 1 Ixdieve it is the opinion of the great IkkIv of 
graduates and also of my countrymen that the conditions ImiKised by 
the ITon4)le the Minister iK'vond tho>>e of the obligation of carrying out 
the directions of the Accountant-General should be withdrawn. The 
Hon’ble the Minister himself has practically admitted that ami is will- 
ing to do that. Where th(‘n is there any differen(‘e between the con- 
tending parties? What are you cr\ing about? If anybody here says 
that the Accountant-General shall have no }>ower, with him I shall not 
argue this matter. Any reasonable man will sa> that. Tlnu'e is no 
unreasonable man heie who will like to kick up a row simply to attract 
the attention oi the public or the dis|>ensers of favour. We an* thank- 
ful to Sii Asutosh Mookeijee for his insi.stence on the freedom of the 
University, but I believe he will now see that after the (‘oncessions made 
by the Ilon’ble the Minister, he has no option but to ai'cejit the money 
and to close this (juarrel. I ought U> mention here what was mentioned 
by the Ilon’ble the Minister yest(*rday that u|H)n his reiamimendation 
the Education Uommitte(‘, of which 1 am an humble memlH*r, has agreed 
to grant a further sum of Bs. 3 lakhs in order to enable the University 
to clear off its debts. I really am at a loss to undiustand what you are 
crying about. U do hojK^ that everyone here will withdraw his amend- 
ment since there is nothing to cry about. 

MauIvI EKRAMUL HUQs Much has been said for and against the 
University and tlie Ilon’ble Uie Minister for Education. Yesterday my 
friend Rai Harendrunath C’haudhuri enlivened the controversy bv com- 
paring it as a fight l>etween a tiger and a buffalo. If it were a matter 
personal to the Hon’ble the Minister and the Hon’ble the Vice-Chan- 
cellor, I might have asked you to decide whether su<‘h a simile did 
actually apply, hut so far as this Oiuncil is <*oncerned, we are dis- 
interested jiersons, and it is our duty to consider all the resolutions that 
have come before us in the light of disinterestedness. As we all know, 
the Hon'ble the Mini.st€r i.s in charge of public funds, and it is his duty 
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in that capacity to see that the money is not wasted in the least, and 
in that caj)acity it is not unusual for the Minister to im]>ose conditions 
and terms whenever he finds them necessary. But a complaint has 
been made that instead of giving advice, the Hon’ble the Minister has 
gone forward with money in one hand and slavery in the other, and 
as such to liberty-loving people slavery cannot be acceptable. The 
Minister has l>een charged with attempting to humble the University, 
but to my mind, the conditions im|) 08 ed by the Hon'ble the Minister 
are of a nature which any reasonable man who is entrusted with public 
funds ought to imiH)se. We know it very well that the University has 
in the past wasted much public money on i)etty schemes which ought 
not to have l>een taken up. Under these circumstances, by imjwsing 
such conditions, the Hon'ble the Minister has, to my mind, done nothing 
wrong. It has l)een said by my friend Maiilvi Yakiiinuddin Ahmed 
that now that the University is drowning, it is our duty to save it, but 
if it was actually a case like that, then the drowning man ought to have 
(lauglit the sti’uw, but in this jKirticular case it is not a question of a 
man l>eing drowned, it is the (piestion of the University being drowned 
and that, is not a matter ])ersonal to them. But, Sir, whatever it may 
be, w'e should not approach this matter in a s])irit of rage. We should 
try our best to s(*e that an amicable settlement is reached which will 
])e acM-eptahle both to ourselves and the University. I would add my 
feeble voict* to the ap|H‘ul itiade by lhe.H«)n’ble the Minister and 
‘Mr. Ilornell that all the members who have given notices of resolutions 
should withduiw them and afford an opportunity to laith the parties to 
come to (ill amicable settlement. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEE: It is a most unfortunate 
<’ircumstance that a great deal of heat and j)assion has gathered round 
this controversy. Invectives, mutual recriminations, attacks and 
counter-attacks do not iHMiefit^either of the two iKirties concerned, the 
Government or the University. I wn)uld, therefore, api)eal to all 
members of the Uouncil to consider this question in a spirit of sympathy 
and with a sincere desire to find a real solution of a difficult problem. 
Sir, the situjition is this. The University is badly in need of money; 
its critics say that the University has defects. True, the University is 
not free finnn abuses. But when this asjx'ct of the question pre.sent8 
itself l>efore the memlvers of the Council, 1 would, in all humility, ask 
them to recuH the words of oue*of tlie greatest of ix)litical philosophers. 
Burke says : — 

He should approoch to the faults of the State as to the wounds of a father, 
with pious awe and trembUng solicitude. 

We all acknowledge the University as our mother. She is suffering 
from maladies, but should we, for that reason, strangle her or hack her 
to pieies? Or should we not, rather, nurse her^ feed her, and provide 
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suitable treatment for her? Tlie Calcutta University, in spite of its 
many short comings, has rendered great service to the community. It 
has helped to build up our uation. And those of us who have recently 
paid visits to Europe will tell you that in those countries they know only 
of one Indian University and that is the ('alcutta University. I can 
assure you that the Calcutta University is ca|ml>le of rtuidering much 
greater service to the community in future than it has done in the past, 
and therefore, is it not our duty to help the University in the great 
work that she is doing, instead of trying to kill her? 

Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: I l>eg to siipi>ort the resolutions 
of Babii Rishindra Nath Snrkar. Considering the present financial 
position of the Government it was our humble duty to our countrymen 
to ask the Government to sj^end money judiciously, and Government, 
in accordance with our recommendations, attached certain coiiditioiis 
to the University while granting the money. Sir, we all. know that 
times oyt of number we asked the Government to submit the accounts 
of the University and Government failed to do so owing to the (»Kstinacy 
of the T^niversity. W(‘ were reluctant to grant a farthing to the Univer- 
sity without knowing how the money is being sjHMit. Our unfortunate 
Minister came to the rescue of the University by his assurance that 
projx'r accounts will be kept and submitted and that the exiviiditure 
of the University will be controlled. It is then and then only that we 
agreed to give the money to the University without a word. And now 
the poor Minister has been heckled in the name of lilsuty. Sir, we 
know full well all alwut our liberties. If lil>erty means extravagance, 
if liberty means irresponsibility, the less it is resorted to the l)etter. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: May I rise to a |K)ini of order? 
No member here used the word liWrty. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I heard that word used by several meml^ers in 
the course of this debate. That is not a jK)int of order. nea.so go 
on, Mauivi Sahib. 

Mailivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: We, poor fellows, have Wn 
de8cril)ed as fifth-rate men representing the jM^ople and loosing ours(*lves 
as the custodians of public wealth. Why should then the first-rate 
men come to the fifth-rate men at all? We are fortunate that we have 
no such first-rate men amongst us. The Ilon’hle Minister did not 
impo.se conditions on his own accord as alleged by the Vice-Chancellor. 
It was forced upon him by us. 

My friend Mauivi Yakuinuddin Ahmed has suggested the story of 
the drowing man and we ought to help the drowning man, but if the 
man is nut really drowning but playing and swimming and tells us — 
“ I will die, nobody shall help me,” should we still go and save him? 
We do not know if he is really swimming or drowning. 
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Whatever common sense we may have we must use it for the interest 
of the public whom we represent and ask for the accounts and proper 
expenditure of the money by howsoever high a personage it may be 
spent. We have never challenged the honesty of the University. It 
is only our friend lIi'. Moitra, my esteemed friend holding a brief for 
the University, who set iij) the (piestion of honesty. This reminds me 
of the Bengali adage — “ Ghari kr ^ Aim ta kald khdini ” (Who is inside 
the room Well I have not eaten up your plaintains). Accounts 
demanded by a proi)er authority are not submitted — what does it meanP 
This is at leastg|^iiHj)icious. Above all, this is a business concern, and 
the ac-counts be projH*rly kept. Further, Sir, we have been told 

that the trust funds have been utilized — converted to ibi own use. My 
friend Professor Alukherji was telling me it will l>e recoui)ed and that it 
is not theft. 1 say it is not theft, but it is brea(‘h of trust at least. 
Lawyers must answer if it is so or not. It is at least against the wish 
of the men who made over their money to the trust funds. Sir, the 
real reason of the obstinacy of the University to my mind seems to be 
that it does not (*are to be controlled by the local Covernment far less 
by its Minister. When one leaves the service of a big man and takes 
up service under a jiooier man, he often recalls his old days, '’^however 
bad they might be, and tells stories of his ha]>py }>ast whenever he is 
asked hi do something which he iKivsibly evaded while a servant of the 
big man. This is e.xactly what hapi)ens here. Tliis University was 
under the (lovernment of India when tliat (iovernment was rich and 
did not cure' for dcdicits. It could do an\ thing it liked then and nolxidy 
questioned it. This is what is mi*ant by the so-called liWty. Now 
this jK)or Government cannot indulge in the hobbies of the University 
and hence the (uy for the happy past. 

With these remarks 1 suiqxirt the Minister in his action and the 
resolution of my friend Balm liishindra Nath vSarkar. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: I am really 
Hurprisml that the flood-gates of oratory have Ix^en tqiened over a ques- 
tion, which should not have been discussed in this Council at this stage, 
and that for two consecutive days to the detriment of other public busi- 
ness. We^voted a certain amount of money for the upkeep and the 
maintenance of the University, at the Ix^ginning of the year and the 
year is not yet out. There aie still two months. I think that there 
is still time fl>r the jniyment of the money and for its acceptance by the 
University. We have been told by the movers of some of these resolu- 
tions, that the so-called conditions imiHised by the Hon’ble the Minister 
have all been fulfilled. If that is so, 1 for one do not see, where the 
hitch lies in the acceptance of the money. There is still time and some 
ways and means can be always found for accepting the money and for 
avoiding the unseemly quarrel over a matter which is really dear to 
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the people. It seems that this Council of wise nieii have been led away 
by newspaper controversies. Newspajier controversies over this ques- 
tion centre mainly round the question about the iiidejxmdence or free- 
dom of the University. Freedom ifrom what!*' From the control of 
Government ? Certainly not. That is not the sort of freedom that can 
be advocated and the fre^edom that can be advocated is academic free- 
dom, which has never l)een questioned. When the University lepfivsla- 
tion comes up before the Council, then it will be time for us to discuss 
that question. If any pro|x>sal is made to curtail the liln'i'ty of the 
University, 1 think that we, as a l)ody representinjur the i)eople, should 
set our face strongly and l)oldly against such a projosnl. That is the 
time when we have to fight, but why should we, In^fore the .‘list March 
when once we have voted the money, discuss the ijuestion whether the 
UniveiNity should accept or should not accept the money? The Uni- 
versity has still time to accept the money, and we have still time it> 
jmy the money. The Ilon’ble the Minister is {[uite ready *to \n\y the 
money, so 1 think, that all this discussion is not only unseemly but 
pretnature, out of pbo-e and out of time. Under the circumstances, I 
echo the words of Mr. Ifornell, the Director of Public I iistriK'tion, 
Bengal, that all these resolutions should be withdrawn. We have still 
two months and some ways and means may be still found, for avoiding 
all thcM* difficulties and for making the money over to the University. 

With these few words, I re(iuest the movers of all these resolutions 
to withdraw them. 

r 

Bflbu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs I move that the question l>e now 
put. We have thomughly discussed the question and rejx^ated the 
arguments again and again. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am not prepared to accept that. Tlnoe are 
several more Hi>eukers, whom we ought to hear. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Owing to your gentle and well 
meaning admonition la.st evening, I have taken care to jmt d»>wn my 
thoughts in writing to avoid all harsh language. ^ 

My attitude towards the Calcutta TTniversity has bcxm so often and 
so grossly misrepresented that I almost feel a shudder in my limbs in 
rising to take i>art in the debate this afternoon. But 1 cannot afford tr> 
he silent. We have a clear duty to pei*form in the ('ouncil and that duty 
is to see how beat we may help our alma inat-rr. To those who abuse 
us, I can only say in the words of the Hon’lde the Vice-Chancellor — 

“ They have said, what say they? Ix-t them say.” Sir, it is a lil>el, 
an atrocious libel, to suggest that we are out to wreck the University, 
and that we here have all made a dfwl set against the Vice-C'hancellor 
to hand over his khas vmhal to the E<lucation Minister. I desire to 
repudiate that lie with all the emphasis J can command, and I assert 
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on my behalf and on behalf of my brother Councillors here that we are 
all of us as much interested in the freedom of the University as any of the 
savants of (.'olle^^e Square. The only difference between them and us is 
that we want to ^^ive the University real freedom, and not the specious 
brand 'of it, which consists in merely shontinf^ from the sta^ij’e, Free- 
dcmj first, freedom swond, frecMlom always,” — in shouting like that 
when it fwiys to do so — while in actual pnuitice crushing that precious 
commodity l)eneath your {K)nderous h<M?ls in every day administration. 

It is a false cry they liave raised on the fitful banks of Goldiglii that 
University autonomy is in danger. This has l)een done with a set 
purpose: it is nothing more than a j)iece of strategy and statecraft. 
The Accountant-General gave a very damaging report. That had to 
be met. To the main charges there was, of course, no answer. The 
issues had, ther-efore, got to be cloinled — and w’hat more effective way 
could there be of achieving that object than to cry out that the Govern- 
ment wen^ trying t-o lay tlun'r impious hands on the sanctuary of Minerva? 
Sir, w^e have before us a very plain issue: whether the conditions pro- 
posed by the Minister slundd remain or not. Urofessor Mukharji has 
stateMl that the matter is highly ('ontroversial. Is it because the Uni- 
versity Inis IveeTi publishing these voluminous reiK)rts of various com- 
mittees from <lay to dav, and sending them broadcast all over India 
with a view to cloud the issues? No, Sir, the matter is very simple 
and I hof>e that this 'attempt to prejudice uninformeil public opinion 
under tin* weight of tlM*s(* unne(*essary and voluminous rejK)rtH will be 
of no avail with by hon’ble friiuids here. 

Wha.1 is the object of thi'se conditions? To any unbiassed mind can 
there be auy doubt that their only object is to ensure sound financial 
administration, and to avert, as far as |K>ssible, the disasters wdiich have 
It'd the University to its presmit ruin? Is it contended that this is not 
necessary, and that the T'liiversity might very well l>e allowed to look 
after this matter themsehes ? Sir, if you want an answer to that que^stion, 
read the Accountant-General’s report. He is a i)erson who deals with 
figures, not with invectives: who rests hi# case on solid facts, and not 
on wild vitu})eration, Mr. Ajov riuinder Dutt and othei*s tell us that 
the Government Grant rommittee of the University havi» completely 
demolished the charges of the Accountant-General. But is that so? 
Sir, 1 have head the riqxirt of that Committee very carefully, and I con- 
fess I must admire the skill with wdiich its illustrious authors have 
tried to muka the worse apiiear ns the better reason. I must admire 
also the very clever tactics by which the reports has l>een crammed with 
all sorts of irrelevant and extraneous matters with a view to divert 
attention fmm the main isiints at issue. The authors of that report 
spare no invectives in abusing the Government for their niggardliness 
to the Calcutta University. Granted the Government have been nig- 
gardly : but how do(\s that disprove that the financial administration 
of the University was anything but satisfactory? If you are charged 
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that you did uot keep a proj^er watch oA’er your iiuouie and exi)enditure. — 
if you are charged that you exercised no control over your financial con- 
cerns, — if you are charged that you went on exjxinding and expending, 
and incurring new liabilities, not merely regardless of your resources, 
but knowing that you had no resources, — if you are chargiMl that you 
did not prepare your budget estimates till alK)ut half or three-fourths 
or whole of the year was out, — if you are charged that you allowed 
transfers from one fund to another, whether or not there was cash 
available in that fund, — if you are charged that though your accounts 
were audited by Government fi*om year to year, you simply reduced 
the audit to a farce by refusing not merely to take any action on the 
audit rejx>rt8, but even to acknowltMlge receipt of the same, — I say, 
Sir, if charges like these are brought against you, — charges which are 
by no means vague and general, but very definiU' and specific, — is it 
any answer to such charges to say that the Indian Universities Act of 
1904 revolutionized our cencejdions of the functions of a University I' 
Is it any answer to say that tlio Government of India and the Govern- 
ment (rf Bengal would not give any more money than tliey actually gave? 
Is it any answer to say that the Education Minister is one of the queer- 
est and most heartless mortals living on the earth? 

Sir, I mean no disresj^ect to the members of the Senate OommittiMs 
but I undertake to demonstrate to any unprejudiced [)erson that they 
have carefully avoided the main issues in point, and have indulged in 
long historical surveys and in strong denunciations which practically 
load us nowhere. 

The Senate Committee have given us a very voluminous re[)ort with 
a large miml)er of annexures. I should have thought. Sir, that when 
they were dealing with specific |)ointH raised in audit and accounting, 
the In^st course for them would have l)een to imblish copies f)f the annual 
audit rei>orts, say, for the last ten years, with a categorical stabmient 
of the action taken by the University to remove the i^reglllariti(^8 
complained of, or where no action was taken, a statement of the nmsons 
for it. I df) not know if memWs of this House are aware that the 
Accountant-Gern'ral’s audit rejM)rts for the last three or four years were 
not replied to by the University in spite of n^p(Mited reminders, and 1 
shall not l)e surprised to hear that they have not l)een rejdied to as yet. 
The Senate Committee make a great |K)int of the fact that the University 
accounts are subjecte<l to a continuous audit by Government almost 
throughout the year, but what is the value of such audit, and how can 
such audit be at all effective, when the only treatment which the Sena- 
tors are prepared to accord it is to consign the reports to the waste 
paper basket? My hon’ble friend, Mr. Rishindra Nath Sarkar, told 
us yesterday how the University authorities simply refused to let the 
Council have any infonnalion regarding the audit reports and how they 
had dealt with them. 
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On the IrSth July, 1921, Mr. Jatindra Nath Bose aaked in this Council 
when the audit re|)orts for the previous three years had been sent to the 
University, when replies have been received from the University, and 
what action, if any, had bt^on taken by the University. Now, what 
was the reply of the University to that question? I shall read it out: — 

The audit reports as also the oorrespondence with the Governraent of India 
on the subject imve never been published either by the Government or the University. 

And then, when in spite of such answer from the University, the Edu- 
(;ation Minister was pleased to lay the audit reix)rt8 of the three years 
on the table here, the Syndicate went the length of recording a formal 
protest in these terms: — 

That the attention of the Government of Benp^al be drawn to the fact that 
apart from the question whethe>ir audit reports should be published, as Act VII 
of 1921 had come into operation on the 27th March, 1921, papers relating to 
matters which luid taken place at a time when the Bengal Government had no 
concern with the University should not have been published without the consent 
of the University especially as the comments of the University upon the reports 
had not been received. 

What unconscious humour lurks in the concluding line? Whose fault 
was it thai thougli more than a year had elapsed, no reply was sent 
by the University to the audit report ? 

I find, in the present instance, the University authorities have 
lomdly (‘.(unplained tliat the ITon’ble 'the Minister proceeded to lay down 
these conditions immediately on recei]>t.of the Accountant-General’s 
report without waiting for the oh.servations of the f'niversity thereon. 
But wliat else could the jXM>r Minister do? How could he so easily 
forget the iwst, how could he forget how the Senators had treated 
previous reports of the Accountant-General? How again could he for- 
get the assurances he had given us here at the time of the passing of 
the grant of Rs. 2^ lakhs? 

It has been suggested that the gmnt was made for the purpose of 
meeting the deficit of Rs. lakhs, and that, therefore, no question of 
conditions could arise. The deficit had been incurred, and all were 
agrtH'd that it would have to be wiped put. Where then was the 
necessity of inii>osing any conditions? Sir, T am sorry to find that the 
object of these conditions is .so grossly overlooked though my friend, 
Mr. Ajoy Oh under Dutt him.self admits them to l)e quite fair. It requires 
no extraordinary acuteness to understand that the Hon’ble the Minister 
of Education had to look ahead, to look into the future, and to guard 
against the repetition of similaV deficits in the future as far as possible. 
Suppose the money had l)een given away, and no assurances taken from 
the University for the future, what would the Council have said if the 
University came up the next year with the same story as before and 
with possibly a much taller bill? Would the Council, I ask, be pre- 
pared to vote iinoonditional grants from year to year to meet ever- 
increasing deficits ? Mr. Ajoy Ohunder Dutt has said with great vehem- 
ence that the present deficit is due to the non-co-operation movement, and 
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I think lie sugrgests that if no such unforeseen contingencies hap})ened 
again, there will be no further deficits in future. Sir, this would lie 
an altogether misleading statement to make. Is the University pre- 
pared to give us any such guarantee? Oh, no. The University would not 
be the University it is, if it gave any such assurances. Then it is only 
a half truth that the present <leficit is due to non-cuv*o})eration. I^et us 
look to the figures given in the Accountant-Generars rejxirt; — 

In 1916-17 there was a surplus of Rs. 2,19,000 — Excellent. 

In 1917-18 there was a surplus of Rs. 94,000 — Where was non-co- 
operation then? 

In 1918-19 there was a deficit of Rs. 38,000 — Where was non-co- 
oj)eratiou then ? 

In 1919-20 there was a deficit of Rs. 1,77,000 — Where was non-co- 
operation then ? 

In 1920-21 tlierc was a deficit of Rs. 2,08,000 — Where was non-co- 
operation tlien? 

From a surjdiis of Rs. 2,19,000 to a deficit of Rs. 2,08,000 within five 
successive years — not suddenly — not for an unforeseen cause, but for 
systematic mismanagement. Tlie priraar^^ reason, as the Acuxmntant- 
General has definitely stated in the ref)ort which was laid on the table 
yesterday, is the expansion of the Rost-Graduate Department without 
any consideration of the available resources. Gut of the Rs. bj lakhs, 
we find alKUit Rs, lakhs is due to this inordinate Post-graduate 
hunger. In so far as the University lias been hit by non-(*o-oi)eration, 
it will have the sym}>athy of everyone of us, but so far as its embarrass- 
ment is Ihe cumulative effect of over-expenditure in the Post-Graduate 
Depirtment during a series of years in which there was ample time to 
retrieve the jxisition, had any attention been j>aid to it, can therfe l)e 
any doubt that if a disaster has to be avoidtnl or averted again in the 
future, the University should 1 h‘ put uiKin terms, — put upon terras, not 
to interfere with its academic freedom, but only to ensure proper finan- 
cial control? Academic expansion and financial control must go hand 
in hand, and all that the Education Minister is now conceriHnl with is 
to see that the University observes the conditions which will enable it 
to exercise that control over its own financial administration which so 
long was only conspicuous by its absence. 

It is not as if there had been nobody in the University to warn the 
authorities about its imptuiding bankruptcy. Sir Lancelot Sanderson 
before he laid down the reins of his office drew pointed attention to it 
and urged the necessity of retrenchment. That was ju.st when the big 
surplus of Rs. 2,19,000 w’as fast running into an endless deficit. This is 
what he had said : — 

I should like to point out that it is desirable that the Board of Accounts should 
overhaul the expenses. I personally am not in apposition to say whether tliere 
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IN any pari of the expenditure which can be legitimately curtailed. 1 have no 
jpIK>rturiity to go into the matter in detail. But we may ask the Board of Accounts 
to say whether in their opinion there is any part of the expenditure which may 
bo l(»gitimately reduced. If we are to go to the Government for an increased 
grant we must be able to show that our expenditure is not excessive. 

How WRH the poHition met? Will the University authorities be pleased 
t() say how many new and additional departments were created since? 
Sir, we may blame the Government as much as we like because they did 
not come forward to pay lavishly to the University, but there can be 
no doubt that the University authorities themselves were never in any 
doubt as U) the prfwiKX'.ts of obtaining such help. And yet they did 
not hesitate to exjwnd their twdivities. It is all very well to say that 
the (-alcutta University teaches all subjects under the sun. But is it 
no part of the duty of those w’ho control the indicy of the University, to 
make sure that the itMiuisite funds will be available? It is quite easy 
to exclaim: my j>ost-graduat<^ teachers will starve. But I ask, what 
m(»ral oi' legal justification has the University to sacrifice the pcmr pro- 
fessors as the vi(‘tims of a policy f<yr which they are not responsible? 
Mr. Ajoy (thunder Dutt has thn^tened us with his sententious observa- 
tion that if we do not pay away this money unconditionally, the Reforms 
would be w’recked. Sir, I do not find anywhere in the preamble to the 
Reforms Act any mention (vf ptMqxduating the maladministration ot the 
University finances as one of the obji'cts of the Reforms, and so I do 
not apprehend any |>aHicular or imminent danger to the Rebums if we 
do our duty by assessing his threats at their intrinsic worth and not 
their projective value. 

I confidently ho|>o that the House will not fail to do its duty by 
supporting the Hon’lde the Minister in his considerate and business- 
like action in connection with the grant. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Before I call upon Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri to 
continue the debate, I want lo impress ujxm hcm’ble members that they 
should refrain, when they enter and leave the Council Chamber, from 
coming ladwcMMi the Chair and the speaker. During the sjx^ch of 
Mr. Mallik, si»veral members came lyetween the Chair and the speaker. 
Unit is (juite out of order. I hoi)o that they will remember that in 
future. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: May I, Sir, be permitted to congra- 
tulate the House on the temper in which this discussion has been con- 
ducted ? May I also crave liberty to congratulate the House still more 
heartily on another point — that we have succeeded in usefully wasting 
some valuable time for educational purpose, I mean usefully wasting 
public time for an educative purpose. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I rise to a point of order? 
If the hon’ble member is of opinion that we have succeeded in usefully 
wasting some valuable time, has he any right to 9oho that P 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a point of order, os you know very 
well. 

Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURI: Anything which helps us to attain 
a conception that there is such a thing as nonsense is educative, help- 
ful and useful. Some of the sj^akers who sjwke on these resolutions 
and the amendments, liegan their addresses with misgivings, and one 
of them imagined himself as one going with a lighted torch into a 
powder magazine. Fortunately there was no explosion, and even a 
reference to me os the author of this repirt did not result in an explosion 
because it was iucoi’rect. Although he was correited by a member 
he lapsed into a little levity and then suggested that 1 was a signatory. 
I am not attaching any value to that, l)et‘ause that also is iin^orrect. 
Anyhow, I accept his statement to me that no offence was meant. Ho 
is a charming personality, but may I not say one word to him .that he 
may not translate liis chann into a feebleechoof a historical episode which 
is celebrated every year in the first jxirt of November, the episode of 
a p'rson who went with a lighted torch ? I wish his luminous advent 
threw some light on his amendment which 1 find somewhat difficult 
to understand, but T shall deal with that later. May 1 not also con- 
gratulate the Hon’ble the Minister on his measurtMl matter-of-fact 
sj>eech? He did not descend at any time studiedly to the lower level 
of an oratorical effort in dealing with the (|uestions before us excejd 
])erhaps once when his feelings proved too strong for him, w’hen he 
said that he was distressed at the sight of the Calcutta llniversity with 
a beggar’s Imwl, We in India are familiar with that IkiwI. India is 
associcated with that bowl. Some of us take pride in the fact that our 
pandits, maulvis, and maiihuias have educat<ed India with the beggar’s 
Iwwl. I find some consolation also that that is not a feeling pamliar 
to us Indians as it is also to be found in hard-headed Scotland. The 
Vice-ChancAdlor of the Edinburgh University refened to it in these 
terms before the Oxford Congress of the Empire Universities in 1921. 
May I have your indulgence to refer to thatP 

Our poverty has made us opportunists; we live from hand to moutli. Pro- 
bably we are right to concentrate on present efficiency — to take no thought for 
the morrow. If saving ran be carried out only at the cost of usefulness, we do 
well not to save. But when the problem of tlu^ crisis comes, it is a very real 
one. I know its reality, for we have it now in Edinburgh in a form which could 
scarcely be more acute. In some sense it is a penalty of success. 

I claim for the Calcutta University the same thing. It is imverty that We 
are suffering from for our success. 

One may console oneself by reflecting that if the University had in effect 
been a hermit crab, there would, have been no need of a new shell, Fawd with 
such a crisis, a distracted Vice-Chancellor looks eagerly to right and left, not 
knowing in what guise a beneficent providence will appear, whether as private 
donor or as Cliancellor of the Exchequer. Probably both. One imagines that in 
the future some new University, designing, a heraldic shield, will draw a typical 
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Chancellor of the Exchequer and a typical private donor as the two supporters 
and the motto will be Sir William McCormick's new reading of the lex talionis— 
A pound for a Pound. 

lliat is the feeling- with which the Vice-Chancellor of the Edinburgl 
Unive;*sity plaCAid his views before the Oxford Congress. So we hav( 
nothing to l)e ashamed of in our ix>verty. If we have lived from hand i 
mouth, it is because we are doing good work. It is the penalty whicl 
we are paying for our succiess. 

May I not stop here for one second and inquire what is this poverty 
due to, and how was it brought about? Up to 1904, the Galcuttj 
University was an examining body. In 1904, liord Curzon when hi 
enacted the Act of 1904, laid it down that the Calcutta University shal 
teach. When the regulations under the Act were to be drawn up, thi 
duty was cast ujK)n the Calcutta University. The Calcutta Universit; 
was doing its best. Tjord (hirzon found that wc^ were not making sue! 
progress as he thouglit w<* ought to and thcui the time having expired 
he would not extcuid it and apjK)int(*d a coininitU'e to frame regulation 
for the (Calcutta University. Regulations wcue then flamed umleK th( 
Act which laid down that it shall be the duty of the Cahuitta Universit; 
to undertake teaching and do research work. Now, Sir, these dutie 
were imiK>sed uiK)n us. Were there no corrc'sjxunling ol)ligations oi 
the ])ait of the (Government when these duties were im]K)sed ? I as! 
you in all solemn seriousness that if you come and h'gislatt': “ yoi 
shall teach and you shall do researc-li work, is it not incumbent u]m>i 
you at the same time to say how' w'e have to t<‘ach and do researcl 
work?” We were not merely to impart knowledge of things as the; 
are but also to seaii h for things that are yet to l>e. In this state of things 
there is one matter tluit I shall remind you of — 1 am son v that mv frient 
the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea is not juesent. He would hav( 
borne me out — I do not know whether he wa>uld do so now' but he di( 
bear me out at another timt' — ami it is this. It is well know'ii to al 
I)ersons who have anything to do with educational matters that a collegi 
cannot sup[X)rt itself, that is to say, thv exptMises of a college are highe 
than the fees wliic'h come in, that fees alone do not fniy for educationa 
ex|>enses of a college. Now^ it is also well knowm that in Bengal ther< 
are several big c(dleges which had .school departments atta(*hed to them 
It is equally well known that the school funds exceed the reipiirementi 
of the school, but the (Government by a resolution said — ” So far as thesi 
colleges are concerned, they are to live upon their own income and s( 
far as the scluKils are concerned, they shall not contribute to th< 
colleges,” w’ith the result that .several colleges — I shall not name them— 
found it very ditticult to maintain themselves. That was tin 
state of things at that time. Ilie , next thing that bappenet 
was that wdien the schools were' cut off from the colleges 
a question arose about the affiliation of the colleges to the University, 
Now affiliation before 1904 w'as merely nominal. The new Act saici 
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that all colleges should apply for affiliation, with the result that 
Inspectors had to be sent by the Calcutta University to examine 
these colleges and when it was found, for instance, that there was 
one professor only who used to teach logic, history and philosophy, it 
was thought that he was not competent to teach all the thnn^ subjects. 
Consequently several colleges were disaffiliatetl in several branches and 
as it was difficult for them to keep up sei>arate teac hers for scqmmte 
subjects the colleges were badly handicapiied. The Regulations had 
imix)sed the duty of providing fx>st -graduate teachircg and a Post-dra- 
duate Dejxirnient was formed. A committee* was then formed by the 
Government about Post-Graduate teaching, lliey made their i*e}H)rt and 
the rejwrt was placed before the Government and the Government 
accepted their suggestions and the Univei-sity authorities were autho- 
rized to carry on post-graduate teaching on the lines formulated. The 
whole scheme was before the Government and was saiudioiied by the 
Government. I do not pretend to be an exi>eri on these matters, you 
have found meml)ers here wdio can deal with philosophy, liistory and 
sciences and what not, but I am not one of them. So far as the jeost- 
graduate teaching was concerned, the result was that we had to go on 
with it. At one time, Sir, I must say the Government of India took 
a v<>rv liberal and sympathetic view of the.se matters. It (‘ame forward 
with grants. Four professorships w’ere established in the Calcutta 
University. Then a question arose alK)ut a chair which, 1 think, is 
called tin* Carmichael chair. It was at a time when tin* King-KmiMMor 
came, I Ix'lieve, and it was thought that in celebration of that evtuit the 
Calcutta University should have a chair for the teaching of’ Indian 
history and culture and the Carmichael chair was created. Now, I ask 
you what is the ground before you to condemn the Fniversity. Have 
I not got a right as a member of the University and having some know- 
ledge alnnit tHiucational affairs to ask you to Icmk into the question from 
the educational point of view? I find that during the ten yisirs, that 
is, the period of the audit, the Government has paid the University (Uily 
abmit 8 i>er cent, of our cost. It has not |mid more than Rs. 1 lakh and 
odd, whereas the poor p(x>ple of Bengal have contributed to the funds 
of the University in the shai)e of fees for the exjxuises. Now, 1 ask you, 
as “ the custodian of public money,” those who say that they are ” the 
custwlians of the conscienco of the people,” and ” the representatives 
of the ix*oj)le,” do you think that it is a fair and equitable distribution, 
that the iXK>r peojde of Bengal should maintain a hug(* university like 
the Calcutta University, and that the Government should come for- 
ward with an insignificant grant? 

Now, there is one other [K>int to which I shall refer. Some of you 
appear to be under the misapiwehension that there is no audit of the 
accounts of the Calcutta University. That shows that they have never 
studied the affairs of the Calcutta University and they know nothing 
about the Calcutta University. Under 'the Statute the accxiunts have 
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to hf* audited annually and it would surprise you to hear that these 
audils have eontinued for ten months each year and for a loni^ period 
of years. It was well known to the Government, from the corresjKxn- 
denee to which 1 shall not refer, that there was a deficit. It was well 
known to the Governinenl that deficit had occurred. Particulars were 
asked for and jwirtic-ulars were ^iven and it was known as early as 1921 — 

[Af this staj^e the memher reached the time-limit.] 

Mf. PRESIDENT: Sir Asutosh, how much more have you to say? 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: I would ask for five minutes more. 
Mr. PRESIDENT: CVtai nly, jfo on. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: Can the Government say that they 
hud no iKirticulais alsHit this deficit? Did they make any com- 
plaint alKUit audit during this time? If they know, why did th(»y not 
insist upon an answer being given? In 1921, the facts were placed 
Inifore the Government. The Government of India found that it had no 
money and gave (nasivt* replies and then the burden which they had 
been carrying was im|H>sed iiixm the ihku' Bengal Government, which 
was a bankrupt Government. I siyv it was unfair on the |)art of the 
Government of India to iin|KKse this University uix>n the Government of 
Ibuigal without s(H.dng that sufficicuit funds were j>rovid(M] for it. Yet 
tlu‘ Government comes forward now and is distressed that we have cotne 
forward with th(‘ beggar’s bowl. What alK)ut the Government? Wliy 
did it take up this burden when you had an empty bowl to offer to the 
public? But there is this difference l>etween the Univeisity and the 
Governm(*nt. The University can only go out with the Wggar’s bowl 
but the Government can go out wdth the cudgel and imj>os{‘ taxes. 
Tlien* is this diffcHMJce lK*tween»the two. I was soinewliat suri>rised when 
the b'arned — I am accustomed to use that exj)ression, and correct myself 
and say the Ilon’ble the Minister said something yesterday which seemed 
to me tt> lx* a charge of misappropriation of funds. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: May I rise to a point of personal 
exjdanation ? 1 never said that. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: I did not say that he said it but he 
meant it and j wish him to den .V that. ( A voice: Perhaps Sir Asutpsh 
can read one’s thoughts.) No, I do not care about tlmught-reading, 
and never invent. I am a plain, honest man who is not afraid of telling 
I>eople what }>asst's through his own mind. If the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter did not mean it, why did he refer to it? I may tell you that since 
the TGiiv(u-sity was crejvte<l, thei'e was only one general drawing fund. 
It was not the creation of Sir Asutosh Mukharji. Tliat system of 
keeping the accounts w^aa in existence before he. even came into office. 
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It was there and when ho came one of his efforts was to separate the 
Endowment Funds. You will find in this book, which is admitted to be 
valuable, on iwge G4, that Sir Asutosh, as Vice-Chancellor, sejwirated 
150 endowment funds and thus the endowment accounts have seiKiratetl. 
Before that there was only one fifeneral fund. AVhen the auditors went 
there, they sometimes asked — Why do you have 150 endowment 
accounts? I will not, however, deal with that, but 1 must say that 
the charge was intended to l>e made by the Hou’ble the MinisU»r tliat 
there was misapplic^ition of trust money. Reference was made to 
[)age 171 of this book which the University has printtnl at an “ extra- 
vagant cost.” I should not have thought that the (lovernmeni, which 
is accustomed to printing pa|)er8 for j^eople who are comlemmsl would 
raise any such objection about printing the University’s answer. If 
you think that it is rubbish, treat it as siu'h. But may I ask you wliat 
the printing exj)enHes of tlie Sadler Commission’s RejMut annuinted to? 
There are 1(1 volumes of it which it has placed in the waste pji]HM- basket 
and treated as rubbish. What about the various pu])Iications which are 
here treated as rubbish? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, as yon have only four 
s(M‘onds more, 1 hope you will not touch on the reports of the various 
committees wliich have sat during the last ten years. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: I do not jn'opose to say anything 
more. But I may say this that the charges which were formulated by 
the Accoiintant-tieneial or the Auditor are not the charges which we 
are discussing to-dny. These charges do not include any such charge, 
that is to say, there was malversation of funds, and yet the (hiiversity 
is called u|X)n to answer wlien nothing wus formulated against them 
with regard to this matter. The ITon’ble the Minister has said that 
there is some report which is on the table of the Ifouw*. 1 find that 
the re]K)rt is datcH^l 3rd January, 1923. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Sir Asut(»sh has 
exceeded the extra time allowed by you, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: One more sentence, Sir Asntosli. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: 1 am sorry that the memlier for the 
University says that I had finished the extm time allowed. I do not 
mind him. He need not be seriously treated always. 1 appeal to every- 
one of you here. This is a matter which does not re^piire discussion. 
The charges have been answered, the conditions have been mostly com- 
plied with, and some of them are absurd. I ask you in all soiemnity not 
U) stand in the way of the University getting this money. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; Although Sir 
Asutosh Chaudhuri began by saying that the niembers bad usefully wast- 
ed the time of the Council, yet I find that he h.as dealt with the subject 
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in a beautiful style. The point at issue is whether the University ought 
to get the sum of Rs. 2,50,000 which has already been voted, or in other 
words, whether the Council will have to vote it again, if necessary. 
Refore we voted the amount last session there was another consideration 
which led the Council to pause for a moment before arriving at a conclu* 
sion. The Council thought it necessary that a committee should be 
appointed for the purpose of examining the finances of the University. 
The committee was not appointed at all ; hence it was necessiiry for the 
^Hon’lde the Minister to look into the financial state of the University. 
And the state of the finances showed that it was imperative that certain 
conditions must be imposed upon the University. He has to deal with 
the question in a business-like way and the University ought to do like- 
wise. When a donee applies for money to a donor the former must be 
under some (ddigation to the latter. And wdien it was found that the 
University was in deficit, can it be contended by any refusonable man 
that the donor is not at liberty to impose a condition upon the donee- 
in this case, the Calcutta University? If you stand upon a highei 
ground and say that the University is quite an independent body, then 
that is a different matter; otherwise it seems to me that when there is 
an application for money from a certain body of men, they must considei 
the position of affairs. Speaking for myself, Sir, 1 may say that when 
the resolution to grant the (-alcutta TTniversity the sum of Ks. 2,5(),()()(i 
was passed, I was very anxious to investigate into the finaiu'es ot the 
. University and to, see that some sort of conditions were imposed uj)on it. 
There have been suggestions in the course of oui’ discussion, that the 
University is a free body, and con.se<iuently it will not take the sum 
granted on these conditions. My humble su])mission to the Council is 
that the Hon ’hie the Minister for Education would not be performing his 
duty propeily if he did not impose any condition on the grant. He lias 
done it and it is not wise for any member of this Council to attack the 
policy which he has adopted. To-day the University asks foi 
Rs. 2,50,000, to-morrow it will ask for Rs. 5 or 7 lakhs, and in this wa> 
it w'ill continue to say that it has a right to ask the Council to vote 
the amount which it wants. Sir, we have all been educated at the Cal- 
cutta University, we are lovers of the University and we are loyal to it. 
Hut these are not the questions with which we are concerned at present — 
they are oply side issues. We must not confound the main question, 
but go straight into it. The question is whether conditions should be 
imposed or not. So far as I .understand, the Hon’ble the Minister is 
willing to give away the sum of Rs. 2,50,000 puisuant to a solemn reso- 
lution of this Council. Here is another party which also is willing to 
accept the grant but minus the conditions laid down. We are told again 
that the University has accepted many of these conditions; if so, I can- 
not follow the logic of it and cannot understand why these questions 
should crop up at all. Therefore, it is difficult to see wherein lies the 
I>oint of the debate. The University has accepted most of the conditions, 
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but will not accept the grant unless the very conditions are removed. 
But I beg to submit, that, if the conditions be not laid down, it will not 
be acting prudently on the part of tho.se w'ho passed the amount. Sir, 
one fact which emerges out of this discussion seems to be that mone} 
should be paid under certain circum.stances. Both the donor and the 
donee are bankrupts, and conseciuently when dealing with bankruj)! 
parties we ought to consider how' far the bankruptcy will go on. These 
are my observations, and my appeal to the members of the thmncil is 
that instead of wasting time my friends will please withdraw theii 
resolutions. Let the Ilon’ble the Minister and the Hoirble the Vice- 
Chancellor of the University meet together and discuss the matter anti 
then the whole thing may be quieted down. 1 huvt‘ been at the bar foi 
many many years, but never have I heard a less important issue discussed 
at greater length and without benefit to anybody. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before I ask Dr. llassan Suhiawardy to sj>eak 
I may tell the members that 1 think that the time has come when th(> 
debate should be brought to a close. After Dr. llassan Suhrawardy ha.** 
finished, I shall ask Mr. Ajoy Chunder Diitt to n‘])ly, ami then, if the 
llon’ble the Minister so desires, he can wind uj) the discussion. 1 now 
call upon Dr. llassan Suhrawaidy to speak. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: 1 do not wish, Sir. at this stage 
to infli(‘t ujxm the Council a lengthy speech. I sliall just confim* niysell 
to a few remarks regarding the deficit. It has been said that the causes 
of the deficit aie such over w'hich the University had no control. Sir 
Asutosh Chaudhuri has said that it is to some extent du(‘ to the inauguia- 
tion of j)ost-graduate teaciiing cla.sses. Anotheu imonbe'r is of opinion 
that it is the non-co-operation movement which is responsible for the 
deficit and the Accountant-fieneral also says that tiie deficit of Ks. d lakhs 
is due to that. Another speaker has said that the leakage of question 
papers accounts for an iinforseen expemliture of Its. ()0,()l)(). 1 cannot 

say that the University is not entirely responsible for that; but tlic 
present authorities may not be responsible for it. The fact that so man.\ 
new universities have been started during recent years, viz., Dacca, 
Patna, Kangexm, and others, may Lave also led C> a great depletion in the 
fee fund. But we are not concerned w ith the question as to w hethei- tlu 
deficit is due to causes over which the University hud control or not. The 
indisputable and incontrovertible fact remains that the University has 
got a large deficit to face, and therefore, it should cut its coat accoiding 
to the ( loth at its disposal. Babu Surendra Natli Mullik has ((noted from 
the report of the Accountant-General and pointed out that from the yeai 
1917-18, there has been a large amount of overspending in the post- 
graduate teaching classes. When our resources fall short it is wise that 
w’e should control our expenditure. 

Mr. Ajoy Thunder Dutt says that the University has not repudiated 
the charge of thoughtless expansion. ,8o far as I am aware it has not 
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admitted it either. It has, however, now embarked upon the task of 
thoughtful retrenchment. It has conferred honomry professorships and 
honorary examinerships upon the starved and poorly-paid professors, 
and the University authorities with a fine sense of humour have even 
bestowed honorary examinerships upon Babu Surendra Nath Mallik aiid 
Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq — two members of this Council who made 
themselves conspicuous by their adverse criticisms of it during the 
last debate. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the conditions,” it has been said that 
the Hon’ble the Minister has imposed them without the sanction of the 
Council. Most people will agree with Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitrn 
Bahadur who said that even if the Council did not impose these condi- 
tions, the Ilon’ble the Minister, as a member of the Cabinet, has every 
right to iinpose conditions on the money that he gives to anybody ; whelhei 
it is the University or any other body. There is no doul)t that the Univer- 
sity is an autonomous body, but the conditions imposed do not in any wa\ 
interfere with their autonomy in academical matters. Their autonomy 
in these .matters is recognized by everybody. As a member of the Senate 
and the Syndicate I would certainly resent any encroachment upon the 
autonomy of the University in matters academical, but if one looks at 
the Act of Incorporation of 1857, clause 15, one will see that it distinctly 
lays down that the University is subject to the direction and regula- 
tion of the (Government in matters finam-ial.' The Hon’ble the Minister, 
it appears to me, has every right even under the Act and Charter of the 
University to control and guide the finances of the University. We have 
all heard Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur pointing out that in the 
meetings of the Standing (’lommittee on education theie was a talk of 
not giving any money to the Calcutta University and not putting down 
ally amount for it in the budget, and then again, there was opposition in 
the Council when the budget wgs voted upon. There was a good deal 
of o])position to the grant, both by the Hindu and Muhammadan members 
of this (youncil. In view of this opposition the Hon’ble Mr. Mitter gave 
us an assurance that the money that the Ceuncil will vote would be 
properly spent and that the deficit would be gradually wiped out thereby, 
and the Calcutta University would not again embark upon any further 
adventure. It was on those assurances from the Hon’ble the Minister 
that the (\)uncil voted the money in favour of the University. 

So far as the conditions are concerned, Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt says 
that (he University has fulfilled all of them, and Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri 
also agrees with him. But if the University has fulfilled the conditions 
imposed by Government why is there all this heat and discussion and 
this resentment and charge of imposing humiliating conditions and harsh 
measures? I wonder what authority Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt has foi 
saying that the University has fulfilled all the conditions imposed by 
Government P If this statement is correot, then why all this trouble? 
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Why do you come forward with resolutions to grant money without 
conditions ? 

I find that there are four members of this Council who are also 
members of the Senate of the Calcutta University and one of them is a 
member of the Syndicate. They are Sir Asutosh Chuudhuri, Dr. A. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. Jitendra Nath Moitra, who by the way, was an adverse 
critic of the University before, but who, recently, since he has become u 
Senator, with the zeal of a convert, has become a great champion of it, 
and my humble self. It is significant that none of the resolutions tlial 
we are now dis< ussing have been brought forward by any member of the 
Senate or of the Syndicate of the Calcutta University. They are brought) 
forward by outsiders. I am afraid that by doing so they have not served 
any useful purpose and not done a good turn to the University. They 
have opened the door for recriminations and attacks and have reopened 
a debate that was closed. So I do not know if they are our ffiends, but 
if they are, Cod save us from our friends! Finally, 1 would urge upon 
the movers of the resolutions to withdraw their resolutions and therein 
open the door for a round table conferem^e, such as Mr. Hornell ha;* 
suggested, which will be the right thing to do, and not carry on any 
further a debate of mutual recrimination and attack of this kind. No one 
can claim to l)e the victor or the vanquisluMl if the resolutions are 
withdrawn and a friendly arrangement arrived at. 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: After so many lengthy speeches, 
it is unnecessary for me to take up the time of the C’ouncil w'ith a long 
speech. I shall deal at the outset with the observations made by 
Dr. Has.san Suhrawardy to the effect that the conditions imposed in the 
letter of the 23rd August written by Government to tlie University havt 
not been complied with, I do not remember whether Dr. Sulirawardy w a." 
present here w hen 1 made my spee<’h, but I think 1 w^is able to convince 
most of the members of the Coumil that the University had actually 
complied wdth these conditions, and I think, Sir, the Jlon’ble the Minis- 
ter more or less admitted that the University were complying with some 
of the major conditions. I have listened to a very large nufnber ol 
criticisms, but the point which I have rais<*d have not been met by any 
member. I repeat once more, that the sum of money Rs. 2,b0,000 is 
required for the payment of the debts. I am not going into the question 
as to w’hether the debts were rightly incurred or not. My point is, Sir, 
this money wull have to be paid by Government because the University 
cannot pay it. Government must assist the University with Rs. 2,50,000. 
The University have stated in their letter that the money will be employed 
entirely for the purpose of paying off a portion of their debts. Thf 
University will not use a farthing of this money for any other purpose. 
I challenge anybody to disbelieve that statement. On this ground, Sir, 
I think the money should be paid. 
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Babu Indu Bhushan Butta has criticized ray stateraent to the effeci 
that the Cahrattu University while complying with the conditions in 
the Government letter, have not chosen to admit that fact. I have noii 
been able to understand the point which Mr. Indu Bhushan Butta 
endeavoured to make, but I may tell the Council that as a matter of fact, 
the Report of the Government Grant Committee is not in harmony witl 
the speeches made at the Senate meeting of the 2nd December. We are 
concerned only with the Report. I’he Report has in a manner adopted 
the conditions laid down by the Education Minister. 

The Hon’ble the Minister has strongly commented upon the expansion 
of the Post-Graduate Department. It is admitted that there has been 
expansion. The University authorities were led to believe that Govern- 
ment would generously assist the scheme of expansion which was framec 
with its sanction. The University authorities could not have foreseen 
the change of Government attitude, which may have been to some extent 
due to financial stringency. No support was, as a matter of fact, 
accorded by (iovernment. The University authorities, as is well known, 
have lately made considerable reduction in the expenditure and a 
Retren(^hment (h)mmittee is sitting to consider what further reductioio 
are possible. It is easy to see that considerable retrenchments cannot be 
made in a single day. Professors have been appf)inted for "1, 4, and 5 
years and they are entitled to their remuneration for those j)eriods. But 
what is possible is being done. 

With these few words, I commend my lesolutioji to the House. 

The HorPble C« MITTER; After this long debate, I propose 

to be very brief. Some members have assumed or implied that I am 
responsible for this controversy. I desire to repudiate this suggestion. 
I am only trying to do my duty. I leave it to the members of this Council 
to decide whether T can be held Justly responsible for this acrimonious 
controversy. I have made my position (dear. Though some have 
suggested that I am responsible for this controversy, they have not tob 
me in what way I am responsible and how this controversy can be ended. 
Suggestions that have l)een made to hand over the money with or 
without conditions or to appoint a committee. I have already placeti 
fmds and I do not propose to repeat them. 

It has been said that I want to interfere with academic freedom. Let 
me assure the House om’e more than I do not want to interfere with 
academic freedenn at all. The whole position boils down to this: The 
Accountant-General has submitted his audit report; should we ignore 
the recommendations of that report? If not, then effect must be given 
to them. I am only trying to give effeiT to these recommendations. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: May I inquire which audit report the 
Hon^ble the Minister is referring to P 
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TIM Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The two audit reports of this year. 

Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURIS Ls it the report of the 3rd January h 
If so, I have not got it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER S The doeumeut of the 3rd January 
is a letter and not a report. This letter of the 3rd January is the reply 
of the Accountant-General to the criticisms of the T^niversity in his firsi 
audit report. If Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri had taken the trouble to get 
the letter, he would have found that it is the reply of the Accountant- 
General to the big volume that has been circulated by the University. 
I am not surprised to learn that Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri has not read it. 
His preconceived affection for the University perhaps made examination 
of facts irksome. 

Section If) of the (hilcutta University Act says — 

, . , . the iKToants of the annual expi^nditure of the said University shall 

once every year Ik' submitted for such examination and audit as the said local 
(Jovernment may direct. 

Is it seriously suggested that this statutory duty siiould not \H^r~ 
fonned ? But apart from any statutory duties, I am jwying tax-payers’ 
money, and am I going to allow the tax-payers’ money to 1 h‘ ]>aid when 
business methods are not observed, when budgets are not prepared till b, 
8 or 9 months of the year have passed, when there is no scrutiny of a<‘tuah 
and when the salaries of tlie staff and remunerations of examiners ar( 
not imidP What is the T^niversity for, if these elementary duties are nf>t 
IKM'formcd P If the University submits itself to be guided by the r(‘com- 
rnendations of tlie Accountant-General, then the TTniversity will find that 
most of my conditions will l>e fulfilled. I am as anxious as anybody to 
avoid this acnmonious controversy although I feel that 1 am no1 in any 
way res]K>nsi])le for starting if; I realize, how^ever, that the controversy 
exists at the present moment whianer may responsilile for it. 

I propo.se at an early date to take a step, which, I hope, will allay 
this controversy, namely, I propose to invite my esteemed friend Sir Asu 
tosh Chaudhuri, who is so keen about looking after the interests of flu 
University, Sir Nilratan Sarkar, ex-Vice-Chancellor, and Sir I’rofull 
Chandra Roy, all three eminent knights, and all keenly interested in the 
welfare of the TTniversity to do me the favour of sitting with me to dis- 
cuss this question, and I propo.se to request the Accountant-General, 
Mr. Roy, and Mr. Hornell to sit with me at that table and settle the 
matter. Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, if I may say so without offence, is a 
great phrase-maker. He has coined a new phrase and stated that the 
time of the Council has been “ usefully wasted.” I venture to think 
that the time of the Council has not been usefully wasted I do no. 

know what is a useful waste of time but we live to learn. However, J 
will appeal to the movers of resolutions on both sides to withdraw theii 
resolutions, it does not befit the dignity of this House to discuss these 
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matters in a full dress debate for two full days. I give this assuraiKi 
that I shall onee more try, in spite of criticisms, in spite of anything that 
may have been said or done, to settle this difference between the Univer- 
sity and the Government. I also propose, if necessary, to invite Sir 
Asut<;sh Jlukharji at a later stage to attend this conference. But, Sir, if 
nothing comes out of this conference it will not be my fault. If the 
memlKU’s on both sides of the House will withdraw their resolutions 1 
slnill not take up any more time of the (Vmncil — (Cries of Withdrawn, 
withdrawn!”) Then 1 resume my seat. 

The resolution standing in the name of Babu Annada Charan Dutta 
was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The resolution standing in the name of Professor S. C. Mukherji was, 
in the absence of the member, put and lost. 

The resolution standing in the name of Rai Haiendranath Chaudhun 
was then, by leave of tlie (hmncil, withdrawn. 

The resolution standing in the name of Mr. D. C. Ghose was, by 
leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The resolution standing in the name of Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt was, 
by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The resolution standing in the name of Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The resolution standing in the naim* of Babu Rishindra Nath Sarkai 
was, by leave of the (k)un(dl, withdrawn. 

The Coumdl was then adjourned for If) minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

Medical School at Chittagong. 

In tlui absence of Babu Annada Charan Dutta, Babu Indii Bhushaii 
Dutta was j)ermitted to move the following resolution: — 

” This (%)uncil recommends to the Goternment that immediate steps 
be taken to establisli the proposed medical school at Chittagong and thai 
classes for training compounders and nurses be attaclied forthwith to 
the Chittagong hospital, and that provision for the same be made in the 
coming budget.” 

Adjournment. 

At () r.M. it was found that there was no quorum, and the Council 
was accordingly adjourned till 3 p.m. on Monday, the 29th January, 1923, 
at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Pmmdingji of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 29th January, 1923, at 3 r.M. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four Hoii’ble Mein- 
bera of the Executive C^mncil, the tliree Ilon’ble Ministers, and 
95 nominated and elected niemlHMs. 


Alteration in dates of nestings. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): Order, order! 
His Excellency the Oovernor has altered the dales of the meetinjs^s 
of the Council on the 1st and 2nd February to the 8th and 9th of 
February. On ilie 8tli and 9th February, therefore, further motions in 
connection with the non-ofticial Bills which have bw*n intioduceil and 
other motions in connection with further Bills of wliich notic<^ Ims Innui 
given by non-ofticial members will be taken up. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Ministerial offloers of the Education Department- 

^XXVIli. MaulviYAKUINUODIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Heimrtmeiit of Education be pleaaed to lay 
on the table copies of — 

(i) Government resolution No. 464Edn., dated the tfrd Majch, 
1922, sanctioning a revised scale of pay to the officers of the 
Education Department below the Provincial Educational 
Service now called the Bengal Educational Service with tlie 
exception of the ministerial staff of that De|>artment; and 
(it) Government resolution No. 13371F., dated the 22nd August, 
1921, revising the pay of all ministerial officers in the Presi- 
dency of Bengal ? 


19 
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(h) Will the Hon^ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps arc 
being taken by the Government to revise the pay of the ministerial 
officers of the Education Department other than those of the Director 
of Public Instruction’s office? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state why the caaea 
of the ministerial officers were not taken into consideration as fore- 
shadowed in the resolution of the 3rd March, 1922? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (ilM 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Milter): («) (?) and (ti) The resolutions are laid 
on the Library table. Resolution No. „13371F., dated the 22nd 
August, 1921, deals with the menials and not ministerial officers as 
stated by the member. 

(h) The orders revising the jniy of ministerial and miscellaneous 
offifMjrs in the Education Dejxirtment were published in the Calcutta 
Gazette of the 17th January, 1923. 

(r) The ([iiesiion of the revision of the pay of ministerial officers 
in the Education Deimrtment has been under consideration since the 
issue of the resolution. 

Residerttial quartera for the Chief Justioe. 

*XXIX. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department l3e ideased 
to state — 

(?) what action, if any, has been taken on the motion disallowing 
the ex{>enditure for the construction of the residential quar- 
ters for the Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court; 

(i‘i) how was the land acquired for the purpose disposed of; 

(in) whether the Government have* suffered any loss in the trans 
action ; 

(iv) if so, what was the extent of the loss; and 

(v) what are the reasons to which the loss is due? 

MEMBTER in charge of dUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the HOfiHH 
Bir Abd-ur-Rahim): (?) and (ri) The work was stopped, and th 
partially completed building together with the land on which i 
stands was after proper advertisement sold to the person who mad( 
the highest offer. 

(m) No. 

(iv) and (t;) Do not arise. 
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«XXX. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: WiU the Hem ble the 

Minieter in charge of the Dei^rtment of Education be pleased to state — 
(i) whether he is aware of the ReiJort of the (iovernmeut (Irani 
Committee which was adopted by the Senate on the 2nd 
December, 1922; 

(u) whether the (Government are preixired to make over to the 
Calcutta University the sum of lls. 2,50,0(X) voted by this 
Council for that body; and 

(Hi) if not, wdiat steps, are the (lovernraent pro]X)sing to take to 
afford relief to the Calcutta University? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MiTTER: (i) Yes. 

(ii) Government are preimred to make over the sum provided the 
University authorities give an assurance tliat effect will Ik* given to the 
recommendation which the Accountant-General has in his letter 
No. 0. A-94-54-21, dated the 24th July, 1922, made with a view to place 
the finances of the University on a satisfactory basis and provideil also 
they agree to accept certain conditions laid down by Government with 
the same object in their letter No. ITCftEdn., dated the 2'ird August, 
1922. Both the Accoiintant-Generars letter and the (jovernmeiit letter 
are jdaced on the liibrary table. 

(lii) In view of the answer given above, the question does not arise. 


Retrenchment in various departments. 

*XXXI. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Iloirble the 
Member in charge of the Detmrtment of Finance be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the amount of retreuclmient effeded since the Ist April to the 

31. st December, 1922, in eueh dejiartment of the Government 
of Bengal ; and 

(ii) the heads under which such retrenchments have been made? ' 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald): The member is referred to the answer to 
unstarred question No. 299 on the subject asked by Babu Amulya 
Dhone Addy at this meeting. 

Brkigoa and oulveits nm Santahar. 

^XXXII. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department ol Public^ Works (Railway 
Branch) be pleased to state whether he is aware that iheire is a shortage 

19 s 
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of bridges and cijlvertB near about the Santabar, Akkelpore, Nasratpur, 
and Nathnagar stations on the Eastern Bengal Railway ? 

(b) Is it a fact that Dr. Bentley, Director of Public Health, Bengal, 
expressed his opinion that the insufficiency of culverts in the roads 
and railway lines and the faulty construction of the railways are the 
cause of the NortlfBengal floods? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the steps, if any, that are going to be 
taken in this matter P 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
Eastern Bengal Railway aufhorities to construct at least four culverts 
between the stations referred to in (a) above? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan 

Bahadur): (a) The Railway Board have appointed a Special Officer 
to investigate the subject of insufficient oi^'iiings in the railway 
embankment and the Bengal Government have appointed a Committee 
to go into the question of flooding in this area generally. No reply 
can be given till these reports are received. 

(h) l>r. Bentley ha.s exju’essed the view that embankments, including 
those of roads and railways are instrumental in liolding up surface water, 
and tliat, therefore, they play an important part in the occurrence of 
local flooding. A mere increase in the num])er and size of bridges and 
culverts in an embankment may, however, in certain circumstances, 
do harm jnther than good. It is only the examination of a whole sys- 
tem of embankments which would enable exjxuds to advise to what 
extent any particular road nr roads, embankment or emlmnkraents might 
be responsible for flocMling. ^ 

(r) and (d) The reixuds of the Six?cial Officer and Committee will 
be awaited before taking any action in the matter. 


Amendment of Bengal Munioipal Act and Bengal Loom 
Self-Government Act. 

^XXXIII. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in* charge of the Department of Local SeH-Govemment be 
pleased to state whether it is intended to introduce during the present 
or next session of the Council, Bills for the amendment of the Bengal 
Municipal Act (Bengal Act III of 1884) and the Bengal Local Self- 
Government Act (Bengal Act III of 1885) P 


MINISTER lit ohargt of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SILP- 
OOVBRNMENT (tho Hon’lilo Sir Surondra NMli Baiiirioi)i A BiD 
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consS^ting and amending the Bengal Municipal Act haa been prepared. 
It will be introduced in Council as soon as the sanction of the Oovem- 
tnentof India is obtained to clauses retjuiring previous sanction. 

A short emergent Bill for amending the Local Self-Government Act 
is under preparation, and it is intended to lay a rough draft before 
the District Board Conference in March. 

Cme of om Jatindra Nath Dhari. 

•XXXIV. Babu JOCENDRA HATH BOY; (o) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department Im pleased to state the 
name of the officer who, on perusing the reijort submitted by the Inspec- 
tor of the Shainpukur thaua, passe*! an order for sending up Jatindra 
Nath Dhari on a charge of “ disorderly conduct ”P 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state yvEat notice, 
if any, has been taken of his action? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) 'J'hc A.ssistant Commissioner, North 
Town, ordered entry of a charge under section (>8 of Act IV of 
IfffiC (disorderly conducts Tlie Deputy C()mnii.ssioner, North Dis- 
trict, after heal ing tlie <'vidence ordered the case to 1k> put up before the 
Maffistrato. 

(/i) None. 

Cun licenses for protection of orops in the mufassal. 

•XXXV. Khan Bahadur Mauivi WABIMUDDIN AHMED; (a) fn 

the Hon’hle the Member in charge of the Police Dejiartment aware that 
a very large (luantity of croiw are destroyed every year by wild 
animals ? 

(h) Are the Government proposing to take any steps in this 
matter ? 

(c) If so, what steps is it proposed to take? 

(d) If no information is avaihihle in regard to clause (a) are the 
Government considering the desirability of causing statistic’s to be 
collected on the point? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that of late the number of 
wild animals — such as wild boars, leopards and tigers — has greatly 
increased ? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of encouraging 
the use of mujjzle-loading guns in the mufassal P 

Thi Hon^blc Mr* H* L* STEPHENSON; (a) Government are 
mvre that a certain amount of damage is caused to crops in this way. 
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(h)f (c) and (/) There are etauding Government orders calling 
the attention of District Magistrates to licence Fcmns XIV and XV 
which are specially intended lo provide for the needs of cultivators who 
desire to keep arms to defend themselves and their crops from wild 
beasts. Licences in these forms for both muzzle4oading and breech- 
loading guns are issued free of all fee and have been granted in increas- 
ing number in rec^ent years. 


(d) No. 

(e) No. 


Teaching of Soionoe in Ananda Mohan Collogo, Myrnensingh. 

^XXXVI. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minister in 
chi^rge of the I>epartment of Edueaiion aware that there is an increas- 
ing and insistent need for education in science, in the district of 
Myrnensingh, and that the Ananda Mohan College the only College Jn 
the district teaching higher scienw, stands in great need for improve- 
ment and exi>ansion in the matter of the teaching of science? 

(h) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister been drawn to the 
application made by the Governing Body of the College on the 19th 
August, 1922, to the Director of Public Instruction, asking for a sj^ecial 
annual grant of Rs. 5,000 out of the sum of Rs. J10,0fH) set apart in 
this year’s Budget for the improvement and exim-nsion of the teach- 
ing of science in private colleges in the mufassal ? 

(c) Are the Government contemplating taking any 8tei>s to sanc- 
tion the grant asked for? 

The Hoil'bic Mr, P, C, MITTER: (a) and (h) Yes. 

(c) The case was considered with similar demands. It is regretted 
that in view of the financial position of Government no grant is x>ossible 
at present. * 


KhecMa operations in Chittagong and Chittagong Hill Traots. 

•XXXVI I. Rai UPENDJRA LAL RAY Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble tie Member in charge of the Department of Revenue 
(Foi'ests) be pleased to state the result of the khedda operations in 
the districts of Chittagong and the Chittagong Hill Tracts during the 
years 1915 to 1922 showing, from year to year — 

(i) the names of the lessees; 

(n) the number of elephants captured; 

(nt) the rates and amounts of royalty charged and realised; 
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iber of elephants that died in oourse of and after 
the operations; < 

(t>) the sale-proceeds of the elephants captured in the Govern- 
ment kheddas and the costs of the operutious; and 
(«»■) the difference, if any, in the proportion of revenue derivetl 
by the Government, as royalty from jnivate lessees to the 
net proceeds of the Government kheddas K 


(&) What is the name of the officer who, on behalf of the Govern- 
ment, supervised the work both in private and Government kheddasP 

(c) Has any remuneration been paid to him tor his woik or have his 
services been recognized in any other way by the Government P 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 
[FORESTS] (the Hon’Me the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(o) to (c) A statement is laid on the table giving the information 
asked tor by the member. No elephants were raptured durinir 
1914 - 15 . • “ 
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(answers to whioti weio laid on the table). 


Departmental retrenoliment. 

209. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Dejmrlment of Finance be pleased to state— 
* (i) what economy and retrenchment have been effected depart- 

raentally in each of the departments of Government up to 
now ; 

(u) what recommendations have been made by the Retrenchment 
Committee appointed by the Government of Bengal; and 
(Hi) when are the Government proposing to give effect to the 
recommendations of the said Committee? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of the said Report P 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD; (a) (i) Retrenchments in the budget 
provision of the cuiTent year have been effected to the following 
extent : — 



Rs. 

6. — Land Revenue 

... 1,58,670 

6. — Excise 

85,000 

8. — Forests 

60,000 

9. — Registration 

... 1,(K),383 

16. — Irrigation 

... 1,69,000 

19. — Interest on ordinary debt 

... 4,45,000 

22. — General Administration 

... 5,18,730 

24. — Administration of Justice 

... 1,92,701 

26. — Jails and Convict Settlements 

... 1,93,850 

26. — Police 

... 3,39,824 

27. — Ports and Pilotage 

52,100 

31. — Education 

... 7,72,716 

32. — Medical 

... 1,98,612 

33.— Public Health 

... 1,99,716 

34. — Agriculture 

... 2,57,648 

36. — Industries 

... 2,96,846 

37. — Miscellaneous Department 

19,100 

41. — Civil Works 

... 5,00,000 

46. — Superannuation, etc. 

1,50,000 

46. — Stationery and Pri^nting 

... 1,60,000 

47. — ^Miscellaneous 

19,000 


Total . . 


48,88,895 
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The Beport of the Oranmittee has been published and the member 
is retel^ed to it. . ^ 

(m) Tlie matter is under the considemtion of Government. 

(5) A copy Off the Report is being supplied to each member of 
the Legislative Council. 

Delay in the reconstruction of the Kidderpore Bridge. 

210. Bahu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the l)e|mrtment of Irrigation be pleased to state 
what fine has l)een imiK)sed on the contractors for the construction of 
the Kidderpore Bridge for their failure to complete the construction 
thereof within the ])eriod of contract? 

(6) If no such fine has been imixwed, will the Ilon’ble the Mem- 
ber he pleased to state the si>e<‘ial reasons for not imi^sin^ 'any fine? 

(c) Will the IIon’l)le the Meml)er be pleased to state — 

(i) what was the original estimate for the said work; 

(ii) what has been the actual tx)8t of the (‘onstruction of the said 

bridge ; 

(iti) what spt^cial reasons were there for the abnonnal increase 
in the cos\ of the construction of the said bridge? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon*hle the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan); (a) and (h) No 

fine has been imposed on the contractors because no timedimit could 
be definitely fixed, owing to very uncertain labour conditions in 
England. 

(c) (i) The original sanctioned estimate was Ils. 8,26,899 for works 
only. 

(ii) Figures of the actual cost of construction have not yet been 
reported. 

(tit) The question does not arise. 

** Phooka *’ on milcli ocwva. 

211. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon' hie the Member in charge of the Police Department been 
drawn to the practice of phooka by the goalas of Calcutta on milch- 
cows? 

(b) Are. the Qovemraent considering the desirability of taking 
necessary steps for the prevention of the said practice? 

The Hon’bla Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON; (a) and (b) The member 

is referred to the answers given to unstarred question No. (4) (c) (v) on 

7th February, 1921, and subsequent questions on the same subject. 
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liinlstorial oflloirt the Ediioetion Department. 

212. NaMrabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Is the Hon'ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education ^ware of the 
grievances of the ministerial officers in the Education Department 
subordinate to the Director of Public Instruction, especially those in 
the lower division in regard to their pay and prospects ? 

(b) Has their pay ever been revised since the creation of their 
cadre P 

(c) Was their case considered when the recommendations of the 
Salaries Committee of 1907 were given effect to? 

(d) . Is it a fact — 

(i) that a lump sum was sanctioned for the improvement of estab- 

lishments sulwrdinate to the Director of Public Instruction; 

and 

(ii) that this allotment was allowed to lapse for two successive 

years or otherwise utilized? 

(e) If the answer to (d) Is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
the Minister be pleased to state the reasons for this ? 

(/) Will the Hon^ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
why the case of the bettering of the jiay and prosjHM ts of e<lucational 
clerks is still pending? 

(g) Is it a fact that the scheme for the ministerial officers in all other 
departments including the office of tlie Diiector of Public Instruction 
has l)een given effect to? 

The HoiPblo Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(h) No, But grade promotions Imve been made and the 
employees conceraed-have drawn since 1920 the ad interim allowances 
sanctioned in that year on bdlialf of ministerial officers. 

(c) No. 

Xd) (i) and (n), (e) and (/) A lupip provision for the reorganiza- 
tion of all the branches of the Provincial Educational iServices below 
the Bengal Educational Service was provided in the budget for 1921-22. 
The reorganization of the teaching and inspecting branches was sanc- 
tioned during 1921-22, but the question of reorganizing the conditions 
\inder which the ministerial employees should work was deferred pend- 
ing the decision of Governm'ent with reference to the recommendationa 
of the McAlpin Committee. The McAlpin Committee had suggested 
revised conditions of pay for all Government clerks outside the Secre- 
tariat, but the clerks of the various offices subordinate to the Director 
of Pqblic Instruction, were excluded from its scope. The financial 
position complicated the issues which have now been settled. The 
echeme has already been approved by Government. 

(g) Tm. 
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QUEmONS. 

ilvmlitiira m Urn esMIulmmt of DiviaiontI OommiasioiMri. 

213. Mu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Will the Hon’ble the 
Uember in charge of the Department of Finance he pleased to state the 
Aggregate expenditure in 1921 on the offices and establishment of the 
86T^al Commissioners of divisions in Bengal other than on account of 
the pay of the Commissioners P 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: The total expenditure in the year 
1921-22, apart from the iwiy of the ( commissioners themselves, on estab- 
lishment, allowances and contingencies in res|)ect of the ofiices of the 
Commissioners amounted to Rs. 2,97,624. 


Reoonstruotion of the Calcutta University. 

214. RaiHARENDRANATHCHAUDHURI: (a) Will the lion* ble 
the Minister in charge of the De|mrtment of liduaitiou be pleivsed to 
state — 

(i) whether it is u fact that the Senate of the Calcutta University 
resolved on the did September last that they do proceed to 
ai)iK)int a committee of seven members, viz., four members 
to l>e nominated by the Senate and tliree memliers by tlie 
Government of Bengal to investigate into the financial details 
of the proiK>sed scheme for the reconstruction of the Univer- 
sity; 

(it) whether it is a fact that on the 23rd Septemlier, 1922, the 
resolution was forwarded to the Government of Bengal; and 

(m) what action, if any, was taken uijon the letter communicating 
the said resolution P 

(6) If no action was taken, will the Hon^ble the Minister be pleased 
to state the reasons why no action was taken? 

(c) Is it a fact that no reply was given to the letter forwarding that 
resolution even before the 3rd November last? 

Tha HOfl'Me Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Perhaiis the member refers 
to the resolution adopted by the iSenate on the 3rd SeptembtT, 1^21, and 
University letter No. G-^4, dated the 22nd September, 1921, with 
which the resolution was forwarded to Government. Government replied 
to the letter in letter No. 2414, dated the 22nd November, 1921. Copiea 
of both the letters are laid on the Library table. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 
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^QUESTIONS. ^ fSatttflit.. 

Eto^al roHi ami potling oentrat for Oovqoff e l oo ti o w . 


215o Bilm BHI8HMADEV DAS; (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment (Legislative) Department aware— 

(i) lhat there are mistakes in the last electoral rolls; and 
(it) that many voters could not appear in time to record their 'V'^tes 
on account of the selection of lulling centres at distant and 
inconvenient places ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state how and when 
the electoral rolls will be revised for the next general election? 

(c) Are the Government amsidering the desirability of directing 
that polling centres be fixed at central places within the areas of a fixed 
radius of miles ? 

MEMBER in diarge of APPOINTMENT (LEGISLATIVE) 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (a) (i) Mistakes 
have been brought to light in a few of the electoral rolls. 

(ii) Government have no information to this effect. 

* 

(b) Arrangements are already in hand to initiate the preparation of 
new electoral rolls. The general lines of procedure will he the same as 
those followed in 1920, but a longer jwriod will lie allowed between 
draft publication and final publication, and this will facilitate correc- 
tion of omissions. 

(c) No. The size of the i>olling areas depends on local accessibility 
and also on the number of votes that can he recorded in one day, and 
the fixing of jHilling centrevS is a matter for the determination of the 
Eeturning Officer. 

« 

Pay and provident funds for toaohers of aided girls’ schools. 

216. Rai FANINDRALAL DE Bahadur: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware that a con- 
ference of the girl school teachers, Dacca Circle, was held at Madaripur? 

(b) Will the Hoii’ble the Minister be pleased to stale whether he 
has received a copy of the proceedings of the conference in the shape 
of a representation from the Secretary of the Girl School Teachers* 
Association, Dacca Circle? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it 
^is in the contemplation of the Government to take any action regarding 

the grievances raised there about the pay and provident funds of the 
teachers of the aided girls’ schools aa suggested in iW ** Indian Educa* 
ticmal Policy, 1913,** and other subsequent lesolutioiis quoted in the * 
inrooeediiigsP 
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NonWe Mr. P. C. MI1TER: (a) Yes. 

(b^ A copy of the proceedings has been received from th^ecretary. 


(c) In the present financial position it is not possible for Govern- 
ment to take any action in the matter. Moreover it is for the Managing 
Committees of the schools to take the initiative in these matters. 


Quiiiine frcm Darjeeling factory. 

217. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon’ble the McmW 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Forests) l)e pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the output of quinine from the Darjeeling factory and the 
amount sold (with prices), year by year, during the last 
ten years; 

(?V) the imixirts of quinine and its market prices, year by year, 
during the last decade; and 

(Hi) the details of exi^eriments, if any, with such indigenous febri- 
fuges as Naia (luillandina (C (vxnlpinn), Bumiuk, Nim 
(^felia Azn^Urnchiay Aza'liraslita Judira)^ Shefalika (Nyclnn” 
ther Arhorlri:ft€r)^ Ohireta, etc.? 


The HOfi*ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (i) and (//) A statement is laid on Die table. 

(Hi) The member is referred to pages 54, 186, 207 and 807 of 
Dr. Kanny Lall Dey’s Indigenous Drugs of India (Second Erlition), 
1896, a copy of which is placed on the Library table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clamei {%) and (it) of nnetarred 
question No. 217, showing the quantity of Quinine Sulphate or 
Bisulphate manufactured and sold at the Government Quinine 
Factory in Darjeding and also the total quantity of the duig 
imported on Government and private accounts and also the market 
value. 



QOAJiTITY. 


j iCAKKxr rnroB pia i,b. 

Tor. 

1 MaoafAc- 


Total iftianUty 
Impotted. 

1 



(uird. 

8ol<l. 


WholenU*. 

1 lUtafl. 


Ib6. 

Ibfl. 


Rh. a. 

B». t 

WI2-U 

43,853 

13,787 

Not nvaiUble. 

8 8 

11 8 * 



and 11 0 

and 13 0 

1912-14 

51,562 

i 

20,969 

Not availible. 

11 0 

18 0 






m QUESTIONS. [29th Jak. 


T»*r. 

Qoi.«TiTr. 

! ToUl qaantlty 

1 importod. 

Mabkit raiCB Pia us. 

lUnaffto- j 
tured. 

Bold. 

Wbolewle. 

! 

ReUU. 



lbs. 

lbs. 


Ka. 

A. 

Rs. 

A. 

1914-15 

34,660 

34,596 

available 

13 

0 

15 

0 

1916-16 

41,814 

39,743 

42,870 

14 

0 

16 

8 

1916-17 

20,903 

54,171 

23,519 

21 

0 

28 

0 

1917-18 

99,417 

98,145 

19,405 

28 

0 

30 

0 

1918-19 

32,640 

50,236 

62,304 

28 

0 

30 

0 

1919-20 

18,138 

62,435 

105,427 

24 

0 

26 

0 

1920-21 

23,984 

34,510 

86,862 

33 

0 

35 

0 





niid 47 

0 

atul 49 

0 

1921-22 

22,713 



34,006 

69,089 

36 

0 

60 

0 


Purposes for the grant of about Rs. ^ lakhs to Calcutta University* 

218. Mr. A«IOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education Ini pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing the purposes for which the sum of lls. 1,48,000 
granted to Calcutta University this year was earmarked? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C.'MITTER: A grant of Rs. 1,41,128 has been 
made during the cunent tinanciul year to the University of Calcutta for 
the purposes noted below : — 


(1) General administration 

Rs. 

30,000 

(2) University Law College 

30,000 

(3) Tlie George V Professorship of Mental and 
. Moral Philosophy 

12,000 

(4) Hardinge Professorship of Higher Mathe- 
matics 

12,000 

(6) Science College Lalwratory 

12,000 

(6) University Readers 

4,000 

(7) University Lecturers 

15,000 

(8L Minto Professorship of Economics 

1 

13,000 



QVmnoM. 



Deficit on account of house rents for 
students* messes in Calcutta 
(10) Salary of the Inspector of messes in 
Calcutta 


(11) Conveyance allowance of Inspector of messes 
in Calcutta 


(12) Establishment and contingencies of Inspector 
of messes in Calcutta 


Ss. 


9,000 


3,000 


768 


Total ... 1,41,128 


Cartifled Aooountifits. 

0 219. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN OUTT Bahadurs (a) Will the Eon*ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Commerce l)e pleased to 
state whether it has been brought to his notice that criminal cases are 
pending against some of the Government Certified Accountants for 
alleged complicity in prejxiring false balance sheets and accounts of 
some limited companies ? 

(h). If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether 
such Certified Accountants have been suspended pending the decision of 
those criminal cases ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Meml)er be pleased to state — 

(i) whether these certificates to Accountants, like licenses granted 
to pleaders, are annually renewable on good conduct or like 
. diplomas are granted for all time; 

(it) what is the total numW of Certified Accountants in Bengal; 
and 

(tw) whether the list is revised periodically? 

MEMBER in Mwrge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (tho 
HoiPlliO Mr. J. Donald)! (a) and (h) Government have no 
information. 

(c) (i) The member is referred to Rule 3 of the Bengal Certified » 
Auditor*s Rules, 1920, published under Bengal Government Commerce 
Department Notification No. 1391Com., dated the 14th April, 1920< 

(ii) The total number of Certifieil Auditors on the Bengal List is ^ 
87 at present, but there are other auditors working in Bengal holding 
oertificales from other local Governments. 

(ui) Tlie list is revised periodically and published annually in the 
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Audit ol the aoooufits of puhlio bodiee reotuving Govemmefit groiifah 

220. fUi Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Behadtir: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state wliether the accounts of all such public bodies as the Society for 
Oriental Art, Barendra Research Society, the Working Men’s Institu* 
tion, the Social Service League, the Depressed Class Society and the 
Student Welfare Committee, which are in receipt of Government grants 
have leen audited by Goveniment auditors fxs is done in the case of 
local bodies ? 

(h) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of not 
entertaining any application for the continuance, increment or altera- 
tion of all these and similar grants for the nexi year until they submit 
such audited accounts for the i)eriod8 for which they received any 
Government grant in past years}' 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MtTTERs (a) No. 

(h) No. 

Latrine arrangements in local trains of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

221. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: {a) Is the Hon’blo the 
Minisier in charge of the DeiKirtment of Public Works (Railway 
Branch) aware — 

(i) that there are no latrine anangenieuts in the local trains of 
the Eastern Bengal Railway; and 

(H) that j>assengers of these local trains, esi)eciallv when accom- 
jranied by children, are often put^to inconvenience owing to 
the wanl of latrtne arrangements? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, to this state of things 
and of retiuesting him to provide 8U<’h arrangenients in the local trains 
running to Bogula, Erishnagar and Ranaghat? 

Tho Hon’hle the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURi, 
Kban Bahadur: (a) No. 

(6) ^he attention of the Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, will be 
drawn to the matter. 


Ishunfi-Sadhugai^ railway project. 

222. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: With reference to the 
imswer clau^ (h) to unstarred question* No. 50 put by ms on A# 
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2(Hk HUfvember, 1922, will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the 
Department of Public Works (Railway Branch) be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that in accordance with the orders and 

instructions contained in the Railway Board’s letter 
No. 232-650R.C., dated 20th February, 1914, a survey of the 
Ishurdi-Sadhuganj itailway line wtus undertiiken and 
completed ; 

(«) whether he is aware that in the report to the Agent, Eastern 
Bengal Railway, submitted on the 20th August, 1915, the 
abstract of cost of this railway line was estimated at 
Rs. 54,15,918 and not Rs. 43 lakhs as stated in the reply; 

(m) whether it is a fact that the total length of the pro|Wsed line 
is 463 miles ; and 

(w) whether the cost estimated |)er mile in that report was 
Rs. 1,16,974? 

The HOfi’Me the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB All CHAUDHURI, 
Khmi Bafmdlir: (0 I^ilway Board’s letter No. 232.650R.(’., dated 
20th February, 1914, does not upiH»ar to have Wn received by this 
Government. 

(ii) This Government have no information about the reiK)rt to the 
Agent or about the estimated cost. The estimate of Rs. 43 lakhs stated 
in the reply to question No. 50 of 20tb NovemWr, 1922, was taken from 
the Railway Board’s publi(‘alion “ Railways in India — Administration 
Report, for the year 1920-21 pag * 81 . 

(Hi) and (iv) Government have no information other than that 
given in the “ Administration Report ” mentioned alH)ve. 


Impending famine in Pabna. 

223. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the llon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Depiirtment of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
aware— 

(i) that famine is impending in almut 100 villages affected by the 
last flood in the district of Pabna; 

(ti) that in most of these villages many peopde are not getting 
even one meal daily and .suffering a great deal from want of 
cloth and winter clothings and that most of the surviving 
cattle have died and are daily dying in these villages; 

(in) that in Barabila, Chithalia and Chalan bil area the people 
^ have not received even half of the winter crop thia year; 
and 
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(iv) that springs in ijbe flood-affected area are being destroyed by 
a kind of insect ? 

(b) What steps are the Government proposing to take to give reli^ 
in food and clothings in the flood-affected area? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT cf REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’Me the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Biirdiaaii)s 

(a) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) In addition to what was stated in reply to the starred question 
No. LXXI asked by the member during the November session of the 
Council, it is not proposed to take any further relief measures in the 
district of Pabna, inasmuch as the local officers’ reports do not show 
that anything more is necessary. 


Education amongst depressed classes. 

224. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state— 

(i) whut steps the Goveniment are taking to spread education 
among the depressed classes in the districts of Tippera and 
Pubna; and 

(it) what steps have been taken on the resolution regarding the edu- 
cation of the depi'essed classes moved by Shah Syed Emda- 
dul Haq and accepted in a modified form on the 31 st March, 
1922 P 

The Hon’Me Mr. P. C. MITTER: (0 Government are taking no 
steps specifictdly for the districts of Pabna and Tippera. 

(n) A grant of Rs. 30,000 was voted by the Council in the last 
July session .with a view to offer some scholarships to enable promising 
students of the backward classes to pursue their studies. The scholar- 
ships are to be given only on merit and ix)verty. It was also contem- 
plated (i) to give stipends to Sonthali and other aboriginal girls of Bengal 
domicile in order to qualify as trained teachers; (li) to establish Nama- 
Budra hostels in certain localities; (tit) to reorganise the Sonthali 
schools; and (ir) to give an increased grant to society for the improve- 
ment of backward classes in order to enable it to start more schools. 

Owing to financial exigencies the grant has been reduced to 
Rs. 20,000. It will therefore not be poi«ible to give effect to all Hhe 
proposals. The distribution under the altered ^irWBstances is under 
ponsideratlon, 
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Dry Miai^ ” is an axoiiable artMa. 

285i SHAH SYI^D EMDADUL HAQs (a) Is the Hou’ble the 
Kinieter in charge of the Department of Agriculture ami Industriea 
aware— 

(t) that the ayurvedic practitioners (kavirajes) are required to 

take out licenses for using dry bhang ; 

(u) that no such license is required for using kuchha bhang; 
(in) that the dry bhang is requii-ed by the kavirajes for preiHiring 

many important medicines specially niodakjs ; and 
(iv) that the applicants for licenses of dry bhang from Sirajganj and 
other places received their licenses this year three or four 
months after their applications were made to the re 8 |)e<!tive 
Superintendents of Excise? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of exempting 
dry bhang fixnn the list of excisable articles at an early date? 

(c) If not, will the Hon^ble the Minister l)e pleaseAeto state the 
reasons for this? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Aii Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): (a) (i) Yes. 

(n) Tiicense is re^iuired for the use of gr(M»n bhang also. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(iv) Government have no informat i(»n on tlie point. 

(b) There is no such proi)08al. 

(c) No grounds for such exemption have arisen. 

Passages from the Bible for University Examinations. 

228. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Is the lloidble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education aware - 

(i) that the introduction of selected passages from the Bible as 
a course for the I. A. and B.A. classes ot‘ the (\ilcutta 
University was resented by the orthodox sections of the 
Hindu community; 

(ti) that the ptmple of Pabna passed a resoluiion stating that they 
are of opinion that Biblical teacliing is antagonistic to the 
Hindu religion, that it is not conducive to the healthy growth 
of regard for the national religions and that it i.s a direct 
infringement of the non-interference policy of the Govern- 
ment in religious matters; and 

(m) if so, what are the Government going to do in this matter? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. P. C« MITTERs (t) and (n) Tlii^ is a matter 

with which Oovernment have no concern. The decision rests with the 
University. 

(tit) Government do not propose to take any action. 

Runmng train outrages ami robbery in female compartments. 

227. SHAH 8VED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department aware of frequent instances 
of outrages and robbery jierpetrated in the female compaitments in 
running trains in Bengal? 

(/)) If so, have the Goveniment taken any steps to bring the 
offenders to justice and to prevent u recunence of the same? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a ) No; cases of this 
nature are not numerous. 

(h) Such, cases ore carefully investigated by the Railway Police, 


Defamation oases against neiarspapers. 

228. SHAH SYEO EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Meinl)er in cliarge of the Political Deiwutnient be jdeased to state — 

(?) how many coses of alleged defamation of Government servants 
in the press have In^eii brought to the notice of the Govern- 
ment from January, 1921, up to date; 

(ii) in how many such cases have the Government allowed proceed- 
ings to be instituted against the editors or proprietors of 
newsimpers concerned for defamation; 

(Hi) in how many ciwes was the assistance of the law' officers of the 
Government given to the aggrieved public servants; 

(iv) wliut was the amount of expenditure Government have inclined 
ill each case; and 

(r) what has been the result of each case? 

(6) Will the Hon^ble the Memlier be pleased to lay on the table a 
list of cases referred to in (a)? 

MEMBER in charge of PDLITIOAL DEPARTMENT (the HonHNo 
Mr. H. L. Stephonaoni) : («) (0 and (H) Government have sanciianed 
proceedings in the following four cases: — 

(1) The Servant^ newspaper. 

(2) The Amrita Bazar Pafrika newspaper (Mr. Kidd, Deputy Oom- 

missioner of Police, Calcutta, Special Branch, complainant 
in both cases). 
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(J) Tie Amrita Bazar Patrika newspaper (Mr. H. Oralain, i.c.s., 
District Judge, Rajshahi, complainant). 

(4) The Dainii Bamrnati newspaper (the Sub-Inspector of Police, 
Galachipa, Bakarganj, complainant). 

(Hi) In all the above cases; 


(tV) (J) Rs, 6,440 in the lower court. Rs. 2,805 in the High Court. 
There are still some more bills to pay. 

(2) Nothing so far. 

(3) Rs. 2,695-2-6. 

(4) As far as is known the amount spent is Rs. 35. 

(t?) (/) Of the two accused in the case one was sentenced to pay 
a fine of Rs. 500, in default three months* simple imprisonment and the 
other to pay a fine of Rs. 50, in default one month’s simple imprison* 
raent. Both accused appealed to the High Court. The cases were 
heard together by Newbould and Suhrawardy J. J. llie Judges have 
differed and the (ase was referred to the ('hief Justice on 4th January. 
1923. 


(2) No action lias yet l)een taken iKuiding the result of the proceed- 
ings in the Servant case. 

(3) The a(‘( 'use<l having unconditionally aixdogised the case was 
withdrawn. 


(4) The accused having ajxdogised the case was withdrawn. 
(h) The information is furnished under clause (a) (i) above. 


Periodipals in Bengal. 

229. 8HAH 8YEO EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 

in charge of the Political Deimrtment be please<l to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(i) the numl)er of dailies, weeklies and other iwriodicals — both 

English and Vernacular — in this presidency; 

(ii) how many of these i)ai>er8 are owned by (a) Indians, and 

(h) Anglo-Indians; 

(Hi) w'hich of these papers are owned by (a) Indians, and (h) Anglo- 
Indians; and 

(iv) what is the approximate number of Hubscril)ers to each of theflO 
papers? 

The HoffUa Mr. H. L. STEPHENSONS The information i» not 
teadRy available. 
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230. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ; Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Departmeot of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased 
to state whether the Survj^y and Settlement Department conducting 
surve^^ ' and settlement operations under Chapter X of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act is under the Government of Bengal or the Government of 
India P 

The Hordble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWANs The Department is under the Government of Bengal so 
far as Bengal is concerned. 


Apprehended budget defloit. 

231. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that a deficit of about one crore of rupees is 
apprehended in the next budget ; and 
(it) if so, how is it projwsed to meet the apprehended deficit? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD; (t) and (n) The answer to this ques- 
tion will be found in the Budget which will be presented to Council on 
the 19th February next. No statement can be made at present. 

Legislation for State aid to industries. 

232. Babu DEB I PR08AD KHAITAN: With reference to the 
reply given on the 20th November, 1922, to clause (6) of unstarred 
question No. 45, will the ifon'ble the Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to state when it is 
intended to introduce legisla’tion in t^is Council on the lines of the 
Madras State Aid to Industries Bill? 

The Hon’ble the Nswab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bdhadur: The Madras Act is being examined and its suitability 
to the circumstances of Bengal is being cx)n8idered. Until this has 
been done it i.s imiwssible'to state definitely when legislation will be 
introduced. 


Motor but tervioos in Caloutta. 

283. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Um 
M ember charge of the Police Department be pleased to state wheth« 
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it if li fact that motor bus services, other than those of the Tramways 
Company, are not allowed to be opened in the City of Calcutta? 

(b) .If so, will the Hon’ble the Member he pleased to state the 
reasons for this ? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, are the Uovernmont 
considering the desirability of taking steiw to grunt further legal sanc- 
tion to the opening of motor services other than those of the Tramw’aj^s 
Company in Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) No further legal sanction from (lovernmcnt is necessary. 
Applications for the registration of motor omnibuses are dealt with by 
the Commissioner of Police under the prescribed motor vehicles rules. 


Exemption of cess charges in respect of petty resemie-free lands. 

234. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: (a) Is the IToi/ble the Member 
in (diarge of the Department of Revenue (Lund Itinenue) aware that a 
few years back, there wns a proiKisul to exempt the zamiudars from the 
liability of collecting the ces.ses of those revenue-free lands that are 
charged with ('es.ses wliich are too small to iKiy for the trouble and 
exi>ense of collecting them ? 

(b) Will tlie Hon’ble the Member be pleased to slate what the ' 
Gevernment intend to do with regard to such small cesses? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAilA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (d) and (b) There w’as a proposal to grant exemption in 
respect of petty revenue-free lands. It has not been fully (sonsidered 
by Government yet, but it has been noted for consideration when the 
(Vss Act comes under amendment. 


DMe-sugar industry. 

28$. Rii LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (^) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the. Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state whether the Special Officer for the investi- 
gation into the possibility of improving the date-sugar industry has 
been appointed? 

(5) If so, wbat progress has been made in this direction since his 

appomtmeni? 
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Tlw Hofi’ble the Hm$h SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURi, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) and (h) No Si^cial Officer has been appointed, the 
money allotted for the pur|)ose having since been withdrawn by Govern- 
ment. The District Agricultural Officer of Faridpur has, however, been 
entrusted to commence the preliminaries during the year in that district 
under the suijerintendence of the Agricultural Chemist, in addition to 
his own duties. 


Blocking up of the mouth of river Bamnida. 

m Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works aware that there 
is a river named Pamnida within the jurisdiction of Bhcramara jx)lice- 
station, in the subdivision of Kushtia, in the district of Nadia? 

(b) Is it a fact that the mouth of the said river Bamnida has been 
blocked up by the erection of a bundh by the Kastern Bengal Railway 
at the llGth mile on the main line from ('ulcutta? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that tlie free flow of water 
has been lolully st()i)i)ed, that the health of the locality has deteriorated, 
and that malaria, cholera, and many other serious epidemics are break- 
ing out every year ? 

(f!) Is the Hon’ble the Minister also aware that as a result of this 
obstruction tlic fertility of the soil of the locality is also being 
adversely affected? 

(f) Is it a fact that the jwople of the locality submitted a petition 
to the Uon’hle the Minister, dated the t^lHh June, for the erection 

of a bridge at the mouth of the said river in place of the said bundh 
to allow free passage of wate^'? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Registrar, Public Works Dejxirtment, Rail- 
way Branch, Government of Bengal, in, acknowledging the said petition 
by letter No. 81GR., dated the 6th July, 1921, informed one of the 
said petitioners that the petition would receive due attention? 

(y) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the Deputy Director of 
Public Health, Bengal, Dr. Sur, at the instance of this Government* 
visited the loc^ality in August, 1921, and on examination of the water 
of the said river Bamnida found the same to l)e unfit for human 
consumption ? 

(h) If so, wdll the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the 
table the report submitted by Dr. Sur? 

(i) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what action, 
tf ’^ny, has been or is proposed to be taken to remedy the insanitniy 
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of the locality caused by the blocking up of the mouth of ^ 
river Banmida? 


Tlii Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURf, 
Khan Bahadur, (a) to (tl) The attention of the member is drawn to 
the reply given to question No. 10, parts («), (6) and (/), in the Novem- 
ber session of the Council, 1921, 

(e) Yes. 

(/) Yes. 

(g) The memW is referred to the reply given to question No. 10, 
part (c), in the November session of the Council, 1921. 

' (h) A copy of the report is laid on the table. 

(i) The attention of the member is drawn to the reply given to 
question No. 10, part (//), in the November session of the Council, 1921. 
Government are, however, forming a committee to investigate and to 
suggest remedial measures. 


Copy of the Report referred to in the reply to clause (h) of nnstarred 
question \o. 236 . 

I iiisix‘cted the place with a view to find out if the blocking up of 
tlie Bainnida river by llie Eastern Bengal Railway authorities has 
deteriorated the health and wealth ot the lo(‘al inhabitants and if so how 
it can he best improved. 

History, — Alxmt 40 years ago the river Padina was flowing close 
to the place where the railway emhankiiieiit crossing tin* Bamnida river 
is. In those times there were usually high floods in the neighlioxiring 
villages destroying the crops in certain years Ixing so close to river 
Padma. When the railway authorities had to shift the old Dainukdia 
Ghat Station to its present jwsition, which is about 5 or 0 miles up the 
river, they had to a)nstruct the old line. The lot al inhahitanls, 1 hear, 
approached the railway a\ithorities to close the mouth of the river 
Bamnida to prevent flood water occasionally injuring their crops. The 
railway authorities complied with their request which was an injudicious 
one resulting in the blocking of one of the natural rivers of the country. 
They provided only two narrow pijx culverts which are quite insufficient 
to let in flood water. 

Effect on agriculture. — This river used to carry rich silt on the 
fields l)eyond fertilizing the land profusely. Although rice cultivation 
was not possible formerly during floods it was more than comf)enBated 
by rahi crops in those flooded years. Since the closing of this river 
soil became poorer and poorer and at present it has become practically 
barren. This is evidenced from the fact that land is sold at much 
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Reaper rate in the affected area than the Padma aide ot the railway 
mbankment. 

Effect on quality of water. — 1 in.si^ected the locality when the riTer 
’adma was in flood. It was visible that one side of the railway embank- 
aent (the Padma side') was flooded, the low-lying lands became one 
beet of silt-laden water, whereas the other side of the railway line has 
nly the river Bamnida witli rotten water of reddish hue due to decay 
ft vegetables and the lands on its either side lying dry and barren. 
?he villagers on both sides of this river have to use its water for all 
mrposes which no civilized nation can do so. But these ignorant 
people had to submit to it. 

Effect on health. — Twenty-nine villages were in8i)ected to find out 
he extent of malaria in the locality. Only two villages, named Bahir- 
har and Soladag, situated near the source of Bamnida river from 
*adma and which are flooded with fresh silt-laden water from river 
langes, showed a very low spleen index of ld-7 and SO-l. This shows 
iow flood water can keep down malaria, when the villages further inland 
re suffering badly from malaria. The history of closing the river is too 
mg to make us able io detect the former health of the affected villages, 
'he names of the villages, with their res]>ective spleen imi ces, are 
pj)ended in a separate table. 

Suggestion. — There is no <loubt that the closing of the river by the 
iiilway embankment led to deterioration in the health of the i)eople and 
Iso in the agricultural (umdition. The more so it becomes apparent by 
he fact that on the day of my visit, although not iweviously informed, 
he villagers got scent and met me in hundreds to represent their case, 
'hey were so bent on having the river o|)ened that if the (government do 
ot take steps within the near future they would lake up this matter in 
heir own hands and w'ould cut^ the embankment one night and would 
ather go into gaol than suffer any more from the bad effects of cutting 
ff of the fresh, rich silt -laden water introdiued from the river (ianges. 
was rather surprised to .see the attitude o^ the ]ieople. I quieted them 
own and gave them hopes that they would get (his ojwned in the near 
utuit*. To get the full benefii from flood water a bridge must be con- 
tracted to the whole width and depth of the river Bamnida or at least 
, 20-foot stxin one of the same depth. The object of opening up this 
iridge is to cover the whole inland area with silt-laden water to result 
a the increase* in the output of agricultural products and in the decrease 
a malaria directly by decreasing the number of anopheline mosquitoes 
nd indirectly by improving the economic condition of the poor mass. 

S. N. Sun, M.B., D.P.H., D.T.M. ETC., 
Asnstnnt Director of Public Health, 
alarm Research, Bengal, 
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Spleen index of villages of the river Bamnida — oomiog from Damnkdia^ 
29 th Angust, 1921 . 
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11. Dftmakdia (19*6/) | 
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Provifioial PoNoe Service and number of Muhammadans therein. 


237. Mr. 8. MAH BOOB ALEY: (a) Will the Hou’ble ike 
Member in charge of the ApiMjintmeiit Department be pleased to state 
whether (me of the posts of the Deputy Commissioners of Police in 
Calcutta is reserved for the meml)ers of the Provincial Police Service P 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state — 

(i) how many otfi(;ers were apjx>inted to this post either j)ermanently 
or temiKirarily ; and 

(??) what was the numl)er of Hindus, Christians and Muhammadans 
apiK)inted to that jxwt? 

(c) Will th(‘ Hon’ble th<‘ Member be pleased to lay on the table a list 
of Assistant (Commissioners (including acting, officiating and temixirary) 
apix>inted in the Calcutta Poli(?e since the creation of this post in 1916 
showing how many of them were — 

(i) Hindus, 

(ii) Christians, and 

(m) Muhammadans? 

((/) If no Muhammadans were apiK)inted as referred to in (r) is the 
Hon'ble the Member considering the desirability of filling the next 
vacancy by a competcmt Muhammadan officer? 

(c) If ther(' is n(» Muhammadan officer in the Calcutta l*olice com- 
IX'tent to fdl this post, are th(‘ (iovernment considering the desirability 
of bringing in om* fi’om the Provimdal Police as was done in the cASes 
of ('ertain Hindu officers who wme given acccderatcd promotion? 

(/) Is it a fact that when the Deputy (Commissioner. North District, 
went on two months’ leave yi October last, his |)ost was filled by an 
Assistant (’ommissioner from the S|XH'ial Branch , and that Inspector 
N. N. Mazumdar of tin* Sjx^cial Brandi was promoted to be an Assist- 
ant (^mimissioner sinx'rseding several .senior officers of the North 
District ? 

(//') If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Memlxu- be ]>leas<'d to state what six*cial grounds there were for promot- 
ing InsiMu tor N. N. Mazumdar in sujiersession of 27 officers above him 
in the Cradation List ? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) Yes. 

(h) (i) Deputy Commissioners: Rai Bahadur Puma Chunder Lahiri 
(permanently); Rai Bahadur Kunja Behari Mukherji (officiating); 
Rai Sahib I’anna Lall BnUimachari (officiating). 

(m) Hindus — 2; Christians — 1; Muhammadans — Nil. 



QUESTIONS, 


307 


im4 

(<y) (?) Peimaneiit : Hindus — Rai Sahib Hnrihar Mukherji; Rai 
Bahadur Puma Chiuuler Lahiri; Rai Sahib Pauna liull Brahmachai'i ; 
Babu Upeudra Nath Bose; Rai Sahib Baidya Nath Mukherji; Babu Nalini 
Nath Sen; Babu BIui]>endra Nath Banarji; Babu Mohendra Nath 
Mukherji. 

Acting: Babu Bhabaiiath Choudhuri; Babu Sukuinar Banarji; 
Rai Sahib Nalini Nath Mazumdar; Babu Mohendra Nath Sinha. 

(n) Permanent: Phristians — Rai Bahadur Kunja Behari Mukherji; 
W. (.'ook; J. Mulcahy; A. Farrow; 1). Fisher; W. Muleahy; 
J. Woolley; J. Shevlin; R. Rolnutson; E. A. Hartley; F. Jennings 
(deceased). 

Temporary: L. Jackson. 

Officiating: J. Creffield. 

(hi) Muhammadans — Nil. 

(d) Tlie claims of senior officers must l)e duly cmisidert'd. 

(e) No. 

(/) Yes. 

(< 7 ) This is a s])e( iali.se(l apiK>intment. 


Assault on Jatindra Nath Dhari. 

238* Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’hlc the .Mcinbei in charge ol the Police l)ei)artment Ihmmj drawn 
to the cases of assault on one Jalindra Natli Dhari, in which the 
Northern Disi^ioji Magistrate found that Ins|MH;tor M. N. Pandit failed 
in the iKofoiniaiici' ot his duty and that hi.s “ solicitude wiis not for 
seeing that justice was done but t(> save the culprits Y 

(If) What steps have been taken w’ith referencf* to the conduct of 
lnsj)ector M. N. Pandit and of constables Sewpujan Sing and 
Sitaram Panday ? 

(r) Is it a fact there was u (dmrgp that three or four other constables 
had joined in the assault on Jatindra Nath Dhari? 

(d) If so, will tlie Hon’ble the Membf*r be pleased to state whether 
any steps have been taken to find nut the culprits other than Sewimjau 
Sing and Sitaram Panday? 

{(') Were the constables other than tho.se two produ(x*d for identifica- 
tion ? If not, why not? 

The Horfble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

(b) The Inspector is under suspension j)ending disposal of the 
appeal preferred by Government for the enhancement of the sentences 
passed on the two constables. The constables have been dismissed. 
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(c) Yes. 

{(!) Inquiries were made. Witnesses failed to identify the others. 
(e) Yes. 


ViUI statistios of Vishmipiir (Bankura). 

239. Mr. AilOY CHUNOER DUTT; Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Ix)cal Self-Government be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing, year by year, for the last five 
years ending in June, 1922 — 

(i) the numl>er of deaths, according to census, in the subdivision 
of Vishnupur (district Bankura) ; and 
(it) the numl)er of births and the infant mortality in the said sub- 
division Y 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement is 
laid on the Library table. 


Defalcatione in the offioe of the Inspeotor-Ceneral of Polioe. 

240. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT; Will the Hon ble the Member 
in charge of the Police ]><‘j)artment be pleased to state — 

(i) the toial amount of defalc4dion8 in the office of the Insi>ector- 

General of Police, Bengal, during the current year; 

(ii) the manner in which the Government are going to comj^nsate 

themselves for the loss; and 

{Hi) the stej)s, if any, th^t have been taken to prevent a recurrence 
of the same Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSbN: (i) to (rii) The matter is 
under inquiry and information is not yet complete. 


Piokoting. 

241. SriAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
MemWr in charge of the Political Department aware that picketing of 
foreign (doth shops was started by the national volunteers at Chauk- 
IxuEar and Babuhizar in Dacca some time ago? 

(6) Is it a fact that Air. Giris Chandra Sen, the Sessions Judge of 
Pabna, has declared in his judgment in the Chandnikona appeal that 
peaceful picketing is no offence at all? 
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(i) If so, are tlie Government considering the desirability of issuing 
instridctions to the Magist^tes and Police in the Prei^dency not Ito 
Bfrest any person for peaceful picketing? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Ilon^ble the 
Member be pleased to state the reasons for this? 

TM Hoffble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Government have 
received reports to the effect that foreign cloth shops have been picketed 
in Dacca. 

(6) A remark to that effect occurs in the judgment referred to. 

(c) No. 

(d) Because peaceful picketing is not susw^ptible of accurate 
definition. 


Sara-Sirajganj Railw«y. 

242. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will ibo Hou'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Deimrtment of Public Works (Railway 
Branch) ’be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the guarantee given by the Government to the i>ro- 
motors of the Sara-8irajganj Railway; 

(it) what dividends were given by the said Railway Comj)uny to 
the shareholders in etich of the last ihret^ years; 

(tit) what is the total length of the line; 

(iv) what was the total cost of its construction ; 

(v) what was the length of time allowed for its coustructiou ; 

(vi) who is the Managing Agent of this Railway ; ^ 

(vu) whether the Government imixjsed any conditions on the pro- 
moters of this Railway ; 

(vtii) what is the nature of the Government supervision over this 
Railway ; 

(ta) whether the Government ixirticii>atod in its jirofits over and 
and above the guarantee; 

(tf?) if so, what is the amount the Government got on each occasion; 
and 

(:n) what are the dates of such i)articipatioiis? 

The HoiYbie the Newrali SAIYID NAWAB ALI GHAUDHURI, 
KhMI BihillMr: (i), (ni) to (r), (vtii) and (if) The information is 
fiv^n on pages 46-47 of the Railway Board^s publication ** History at 
Indian Railways corrected up to 31st Marob| 1918. 


21 



310 


QUESTIONS. 


[29th Jajt. 


(vi) Messrs. GUlanders, Arbuthnot and Company. 

(u), (vii), (a) and (xi) The Government of Bengal have no infor- 
mation. These questions should be put in one of the chan^bers of the 
Central Legislature. 


Baral river. 

243. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Meml)er in charge of the Deimriment of Irrigation be pleased to state — 

(i) whether he is awaje that the silting up of the river Baral in 

tlio districts of Iluisliahi and Pabiia have made numerous 
villages on the banks of this river unhealthy; and 

(ii) whether it is a fact that the Pabna District Conference pre- 

sided over by Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri passed a resolution 
in June, 1920, urging ujKm Government to undertake the 
dredging o|K‘rations of this river? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
steps to dredge the source and mouth of this river at an early date? 
If not, why not ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAdAOHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) (?) Government have received intimation to this 
effect. 

(it) Government have no information on this point. 

(h) No, because it might alter the course of the Ganges. 


Pabna Munioipolity. 

f 

244. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will theHon ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the DejKatment of Ix)cal Self-Government be pleased 
to state— 

(i) the number of wards into which the Pabna municipality ig 
divided ; 

(u) the number of Muhammadan voters in each ward of the muiu- 
cipality ; 

(in) the number and denomination of voters in each ward of the 
municipality; and ^ 

(iv) the number of elected and nominated Muhammadan municipal 
Commissioners in the municipality this year and during tlie 
Atst ten years? 
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Tlie Hon^bie Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERilEA: (i) Four. 

(U)f (iii) and (ir) This information is not immediately aVailaWe 
to GoTernmelit and Government are of opinion that its utility would 
Dot be commensurate with the labour and time involved in its compila* 
tion. 


Prooess-servers. 

245. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Judi<*ial Dejmrtment he pleased t(» state — 

■f/ 

(t) whether he has received the Proceedings of the Stnond Con- 
ference of JVocess-servers whi(*h was held at Rajshahi ; and 
(it) if so, what steps, if any, have the Government taken in the 
matter? 

(b) Is the Hon'ble the MemWr aware that the i>iwess-server8 in 
many districts have to watch the office ai»d do other works also, and 
do no work in the matter of the delivery of ])rocesses? 

(r) If so, will the Hon’ble (he Member he i)l(‘ased to state in W'hich 
of the districts the process-servers have to watch the offices? 

(d) Is it a fitct that tlie work of watching can Im done l)y api)oiut- 
hig office |)eons on com|)aratively lesff pay ? 

(e) If so, why is such work done by process-serving |>eons whose 
pay is comparatively more? 

The Hon’bla Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) The attention of the District Judges was drawn to such griev- 
ances of the proc/css-servers as Govenimont thought worthy of notice. 

(h) and (c) Government are not aware tliat any i)roi*es8-server is 
exclusively employed to watch offices at night. Their service’s are 
utilized in the intervals of proct‘HS-serving work during their stay at 
headquarters for miscellaneous duties and for guarding offi(;es in the 
day time. 

(d) Yes, 

(e) Does not arise. 


Case of one Stindar All. 

246. 8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that one Sundar 
AH was sentenced to death by the Sessions Judge, Tippera, and exe- 
rted on the 18th of December, 1922? 
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(6) Wa« there any appeal by him for mercy ti> the local Govern- 
ment and the Governor-General in Gouncil? 

(r) If HO, what was the reHult of the api)eal? 

(fj) Are the lo(;al Government re([uired by rules to ask for a report 
from the districd autliorities before j>a8sing any order? 

(e) Was any report invited (or were the records of the case looked 
into) by the local Government before ixissinpf orders? 

(/) Was any apiM?al submitted by the (jondemned prisoner to the 
local Government for lorwardin^^ the same to Ills Majesty the King- 
Emiwror for mercy? 

((/) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, w'ill the rion’blo the 
Member be pleased to state wlietlier the apiH‘al for mercy to the King- 
Em]K‘ror })y tlie condcmn<*d prisoner was foi»\’arded to the King- 
Emi)erorP 

(h) If not, will the ITon’ble tlie Member Ik* ])leaHed to state the 
reasons for withholding the ai)pealP 

TheHon’bleSir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Yes. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) The appeal was rejected. 

(d) No. 

(f) I’he re(’ords of the case were examined by Goveniment. 

(/) Yes. 

(//) and (70 No. After the rejection of the piisoner’s apixnil to 
the Governor-General iirt^mncil tin* local Government, acting in 
ac(*ordance witli the lules laid down in this behalf, did not forw’ard the 
prisoner’s jK'tition to Ilis Majesty the King-Emi)eror. 


Publio Works Department roads within the iminioipalities of 
Pabna and Tippera. 

247. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister iu charge of the Department of Public. Works In* pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(») th^ namt>s of the roads within the municipal areas of Pabna 
and Tipix‘ru which are under the control of the Ibiblic 
Works Deixirtment ; 

(li) the annual exix*nditure incurred by the Public Works Depart- 
ment for the up-keej) of these roads during the last five 
years; and 

(in) when w'as each of these roads last repaired and when is it 
proposed to take them up for thorough repairs again? 
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The Hon’bte the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (?) (a) There is no road under the control of the 
Puhlic Works Department within the municipal area of Pahna. 

(h) Part of the Chitta^^on^' Trunk Road within the municiiKil area 
of Tipi>era is under tlm control of the Puhlic Works Department. 

(n) Avera^ye annual exi)euditure is Ra. ?151 on the |K)rtiou of the 
Chittagong Trunk Rf>ad. 

(Hi) l*artly repaired in 1921-22 and |mrtly in 1922-2J1. Thorough 
repairs will Ix^ undertaken wlien the necessity i(n' the same arises. 


Polioe Department. 

248. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: to) Will the Hon hie the 

Memher in charge of the ApjKnntment Depaitment he p1(\»h<h 1 to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(/) the total expenditure on the Ihdice De]>artment in this presi- 
dency in the years 1905-09, 1915-1(; and 1921-22; 

(ii) the n urn her of — 

(1) Deputy TnHp<‘(’tors-(ieneral, 

(2) Suiwrintendents, 

(J) Assistant SuiKuintenden ts, 

(4) Deinity SuiXM-intendents, 

(J) Circle lnsi>ector8, 

(6’) Sul>-Ins[XH*tors, 

(7) Head Constables, 

(5) Sergeants, and 

(0) Constables of Police on the dlst day of March, 1900, 
1916, and 1922? 

(h) Will the Hon’Ide the Memher he pleawal to stalt* — 

(i) whether the Government have any intention of rwlucing the 
number of officers in any of the cadres aljove leierred to; 
(it) if so, what will he the extent of such reduction ; 

(Hi) whether the desirability of appointing at least one Indian 
as Deputy Ins|x*ctor-General of Police has lx*ea considered; 
and 

(fr) if not, what are the reasons for this? 

The HofPble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) (?) and (ii) The 
member is referred to the Annual Police Administration Re[)orts and 
the statements attached to them. 
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(6) (i) and (n) Tlie muttor is being considered with reference to 
the recoiniiiendiitioiifl of the KetreiichineTit Oommittee. 

(ni) and (iv) No. TheHO selec’^fion appointinents are madei after 
due consideration of setiiority and merit, and Indian members of the 
Imperial Police are comimraiively junior in the sendee at present. 


Pay of Sub-Regisftrars. 

. 249. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: Will the Hon’hle the Minister in 

charge of the DeiKirlment of Education be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it was announced that the increased rate of salary to 
the Siil)-lteg‘istrars would be f^iven eifect to from Septem- 
ber last; 

(n) if so, why Inis effect not been ^iven till now; 

(Hi) whether it is a fact that the income of the Rej^istration Depart- 
ment is luucli more than its expenditure; 

(iv) whether thmi^ is any circular or order that the surplus of the 
income of tlie l)e])artment should not 1 h^ sjH'nt on any other 
])<‘partin('nt hefori^ me<*trn^f its own dtunands; and 
(/') if so, why, lud’ort* ;j:ivinp effect tojlieii' increasiul rate of salaiy' 
is the surplus of the income of the de|Mirtment Ixung sjient 
to give effect to the increased rate of salary to the officers 
of other departments y 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (/) Yes 

(//) Owing to financial riMisons it was necessary to post^iono the 
increase of ]>ay until 1st DeceiiWier, 1922. 

(Hi) Yea. 

(iv) No. A ieferem‘e is invited to th^e re[)ly to the question asked 
,by Bubu Eanindralal l)e at the meeting of the Bengal Ivegislative 
Council on the 14th March, 1921. 

(r) In view' of the reply given to clause (H) this question dws not 
arise. 


Veterinary assistants. 

2S0. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Dejwrtment of Agriculture and 
Industries aware of a feeling of discontent growing amongst the veterin- 
ary assistants in Bengal in the matter of their jmy, travelling allow- 
ances » and house rent? 
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(&) Is it not a faoi that a few years ago the veterinaiy assistants 
wiere on the same footing in the matter ot jwy and other privilegea 
as were the sub-assistant surgeons, sul>-iusjH?ctors of jxdice, excise and 
schools and that while the ptu*, privileges and prosiH'cls of the latter 
have been appreciably improved the question (»f |)ay, privileges and 
prospects of the former have not undergone any changed 

(c) Will the Hoirble the Minister l)e pleased to statt* what action, 
if any, was taken on the memorial of the veterinary assistants in 
Bengal numbering 120, submitted to the Government in Ih’cember, 1920 P 


The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALi CHAUDHURC 
Khan Bahadur: (a) No. 

(h) It is true that up to the year 1918, when the pay of the veterin- 
ary assistants was last revised, the ixiy of the veterinary assistants and 
that of the oilier officers referred to in the question were almosi similar 
although the other jirivileges attaching to thes(‘ stuviees were not the 
same. It is also a fact tliat since HHS, the jiay of the sub-assistant 
surgeons, sub-iiis|K^ct()rs of jxdice, exiMse and schools has Ikmmi revised. 
But Gov(U’nmeiit do not Indd that the veterinary assistants are on tiie 
same footing with the other officers mcmtioned in the (piestion. 

(c) The (juestion of further revision of ])ay and pros|H‘cts of the 
veterinary assistants who memorialised Government in IKnenilxu’, 1920, 
is still under the consideration of Government. The consent of the 
local bodies who contribute towards the pay of these officers is nece?H- 
aary before the rate can be finally fixed. 


Sale advertisements in local newspapers. 

251. Babu JOGENDRA NATH ROY: (a) Ts tiie IToiTble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial IVpaitmciit aware that under order 
21, rule 07 of the (>>de of (^ivil Procedure, the Cfivil ('ourts have the 
option of advertising sale proclamations in the local newspajX’rs, but 
the subordinate courts have to do the aame under the orders of the 
IliAtrict Judges, in all cases, without exercising their own discretion 
as to the necessity or otherwise of such advertis<unents ? 

(h) Are the Government con^jidering the desirability of putting the 
subordinate courtvS on the same level in this matter us the civil courts? 

(r) Will tlie Government ]ye pleased to lav on the table a return 
of the newsjxippi’s in which sale advert isemeTits are iiiserU‘d? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of discontinu- 
ing sale advertisements in those papers which do not have a large 
ciroulation P 
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The HOffble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Under rule 100 (c), 
Uhapier I of the (General Rules and Circular orders of the High Court, 
Calcutta ((^ivil), the sul>ordinate courts *hav« every opportunity to 
exercise their own discretion as to whetlier a jiarticular sale proclama- 
tion slmuld he advertised or not in the local newsixipers selected hy the 
District Judge. 

(h) The (jiiestion does not arise. 

(c) The nu‘nil)er is referred to the statement laid on the table in 
reply to question No. XXXVIII asked by Rai Upendra Lai Ray 
Bahadur at the meeting of the 25th August, 1922. 

(d) The matter of publication of sale notice in jmrticular new.s- 
pai)ers is within tlie discretion of the court, and Government do not 
propose to interfere with that discretion. 


Tolly’S Nala. 

252. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs Will the Hon ble the 

Meniln^r in charge of tlie Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
what st^ps have be<Mi taken for the canalization or other improvements 
of Tolly’s Nala and what, progress has IxHm made with the schemes in 
this connecfion up to date!' 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAM: The vSamok|K)ta shii(‘e was built in 1921 to prevent the 
tides meeting in Tolly’s Nala. 

The condition is Inung carefully observed, but Government will not 
1)6 able to say definitely till the cold weather of 192d whether anything 
further is necessary to be done. 


Madaripur Bil route canal embankment* 

253. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS; Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the IX’prrtment of Irrigation be pleased to state — 

(i) whether another embankment is Inung raised on the north bank 
erf the Madaripur Bil route canal ; * 

(//) whether this embankment will affect the drainage system of 
the hn^ality ; and 

(mi) whether it is in the contemplation of the Government to 
provide sufficient waterways in the locality? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAilADHIRAJA BAHADUR ef 
BURDWAN: (i) The answer is in the negative. 

(ii) Does not arise. 

(in) Does ipot arise. 
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Diet aHowanoe for Indian patients in hospitals in Pabna. 


254. SHAH 8YED EMOADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the 

l^iBister in charge of the Department of Loml Self^Joveniinent be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the amount of daily diet allowance per head for Indian |iatients 

in (a) Pabna Sadar, and (b) Sirajganj hospitals, resjiec- 
tively, in the district of Pabna each year, during the last 
three yeai^s ; and 

(ii) the amount of such allowance in hospitals in each distiict of 

Bengal during the year P)21-22y 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (/) (a) Palma 
Sadar HospikJ: 1919--Ks. 0-3-7; 1920— Rs. 1921-^Us. 0-3^7. 

(b) Sirajganj Hospital: 1919— Ks. 0-4-1; 1920— Rs. 6-5-2; 1921— 
Rs. 0-3-9. 

(ii) The maximum diet scale in mufassal hospiials in Bengal during 
the iieriod in question was four annas a day. 


Sirajganj-Bogra railway project. 

255. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the l)e[>aitment oif Puldic Works (Railway 
Bninch) be pleased to state wlial jwogress lias Ikh^ii made w'ith the 
project of constructing tlie Sirajganj-Bogra railway whicli wiw recom- 
mended by the h^cal Government to the Government of India for 
inclusion in the programme of ju-ojecied railways for the years 1921-22 
and 1922-23? 

(b) Has the line Wn surveyed? 

(c) If so, what is the length of the pro|X)sed railway and the amount 
estimated for tlie construction of the said line? 

(d) If the tinswer to (b) is in the negative, when and by what 
agency is it i)roi>osed to take up the survey of this liae? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: («) The Railw'ay Board have sanctioned the survey. 

(b) No. 

(c) Not known. 

{d) The survey will be taken up by the Eastern Bengal Railway 
when they are in a position to do so. 
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256. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the l)ei»artment of llevenue (Jails) be pleased to 
state what was the proiK)rtion of different classes of convicts to their 
reHj>ective free iwpulation i>er 10,000 in the jails of Bengal in the years 
1020, 1021 and 1022? 

(b) Is it a fact that the i)ercentage of criminals among Muham- 
madans is higher than among other communities? 

(c) Will the Tfon’hle the MemW he pleased to state the number 
of Ki)ecial class prisoners who were convicted from November, 1921, 
to November, 1022, month by month, in the jails of the Presidency who 
were convi(;tpd under sections 124A, Ih^A, Indian Penal Code, 
section 108, Indian IVnal (\)de, read with section 114, Criminal Proce- 
dure (Vnle, or the (himinal Law Amendment Act, sections 17(7) 
and (2) ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): («) and (b) The member is 
referred to the (hmsus Beport for Bengal for the yfar 1911 and the 
Annual Administration ltei>orts of the Jail IX"|xirtment of this 
Presidency. 

(c) The information is not available and the lalHuir involved is 
incommensurate with the value of the rejdy to the public. 


Educational offioers in Pabna. 

257. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the iron’hle the 
Minister in charge of I lie Department of Education l>o pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of Hindu and Muhammadan SuWnspectors, 
Deputy Tnsi>ectors and District Deputy Insjiectors of Schools 
in the Pabna district; and 

(//) the fHMTentage of the Hindu and Muhammadan officers referred 
tbin(/)? 

(h) Is it a facf that the Muhammadan population of the Pabna dis- 
trict is over 7b jx'r cent ? 

(c) Will the Hon’lde the Minister he pleased to state the total number 
of educational officers in the district of Pabna with their race and rank? 

The Hori’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

There are uo such officers as Deputy Tnsiiertoraof Schools. 
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{c) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question 
No. 2S7j showing the number of Inspecting Educaiiomil Officers ^ 
Hindus and Muhammadans^ in th^- district of Pahna. 

Sub-Inspectors — 

Hindus — Nil; Muhaniinaduns — h\ Total 5. 

Subdi visional Tnsjiectois — 

Hindus — 1; Muhammadans — 1 ; Total 2. 

District Inspectors — 

Hindus — Nil; Mulutmmadans — 1 ; Total 1. 

Percenta^^e of Officers: Hindus 12*5; Muhammadans — tST-f). 


^atevient referred to in the reply to clause (c) of unstarred question 
No, 267, showing the number of Kdueational Officers, Hindus and 
Muhammadans, in the district of Pabna. 


If indus. 


Subdivisional Insix^ctor of Schools (15() — 10 — 25(1) 

Heail Master, Zilla School, in the llen^^al Kducational 
Service 

Assistant Head Master, Zilla School (150 — lO — t?r>0) 
Assistant Masters, Zilla School (75 — 5 — 200) 

Head Pandit, Zilla School (00— >-1 — ^IGO) 

2nd Pandit, Zilla School (5(t— 2— H(b-,V-110) 

Drill Master, Zilla S(;hool (50 — ^2 — 80 — •'1 — 110) ‘ 

Head Master, G. T. School (75— 5— 2(K)) 

Pandits, G. T. School (35—2—75—3—90) 

Pandit, Circle Schot)! (35 — '2 — 75 — 3 — 90) 


1 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

P 

1 

2 

1 


Total Hindus ... 19 
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Muhammadans. 

DiHtrict In8j)ector of Schools in Bengal Educational 
Service ... 1 

Subdivisional Inspector of Schools (15() — 10 — 250) ... 1 

Sub-lnsi)ectors of Schools (75 — 5 — 200) ... 5 

Assistant Masters, Zilla School (75 — 5 — 200) ... 3 

Head Maulvi, Zilla School (60 — 4 — 1(K)) ... 1 

2nd Maulvi, Zilla School (50—2—80—3—110) ... 1 

Pandits, (f. T. Schools (35—2—75—3—90) ... 2 

Pandits, Circle Sc^hools (35 — 2 — 90) ... 2 

Total Muhammadans ... 16 


Total numl)cr of Educational Officers in the district of Pabna — 35. 

Saraswati river. 

258. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI: (a) Will the 
non’ble the MemlH*r in charge of the Deiwrtment of Irrigation be 
jdeased to state whether the survey for the excavation of the Saras- 
waii river in the Ilooghly district has been completed? 

(h) If so, will the llon’bh* the Member be pleased to state whether 
an estimate has l)een preimred for the same? 

The Hon’Me the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: {a) Tim survey has not yet been quite completed. 

(5) An estimate for the piifject will framed as soon as all the 
necessary data have been collected as the rt^ult of the sui’vey. 


Khulna railway and steamer stations. 

259. Babu HEM CHANDRA N ASKER; WiU the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Depjirtmeut of Public Works (Railway 
Branah) be pleased to state — 

(t) whether the present railway and steamer stations at Khulna 
are being threatened by the Bhairab river; 

(ii) whether any imiuiry has been made into the matter; 

(Hi) if so, what has’Wn the result of the inquiry; 

(tr) whether there has been any proiwsal to shift the present rail- 
way station to a site on the bank of the Rupea; and 
(v) what|ias been the decision of the Government in the maiterP 
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The Hon'ble the Naweb SAiYIO NAWAB ALI CHAUOHURI, 
Khdt Bahadur: (/) There are uo signs of any erosion. 

(u) In view of the statement above no inquiry is necessary. 

(Hi) The question does not arise. 

(iv) No. 

(r) The question does not arise. 


Cftloiitta Research Tannery. 

. 260. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Doimrtment of Agriculture and 
Industries he pleased to state the work done by the Calcutta Research 
Tannery in the matter of improving the tanning industry of the province? 

(h) Have the Government any further scheme for the 'improvement 
of the Research Tannery ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUOHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: («) The meml)er is referral to tlie reply given to 
starred question No. LXIII (a) (Hi) asked by Professor S. 0. Mukherji 
at the meeting of the 29th August, 1922. 

(b) The I>ei)artmeut of Industries hod worked out a scheme for the 
development of a school of Tanning and Ijeather Chemistry, but ibis 
was held up on account of a projwsal from the Government of India 
to co-o|)erate with the local Government in developing the Research 
Tannery both on the edu(‘ationul side and on the manufacturing side. 
Tf the scheme of the Government of India does not come into l)eing, 
the De|>artment of Industries intends to revive the less ambitious scheme 
referred to above. 


Certifloate under section 72 D of the Government of India Act 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: I I)eg to lay on the table the follow- 
ing certificate: — 


Pautition of Mtmenbinoh District. 

Under proviso (h) to scK^tion {2) of the (Joveriiment of India Act, I hereby 
authoruo as a case of emergency the exwsR expenditure of Rh. 32,676 incurred during 
the year 1921*22 in dosing down the works in connection with the partition of the 
district of Mymensingh. 


The tOih Janwryt 1923. 


LYTTON, 

Governor of Bengal, 
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• MEDICAL SCHOOL AT CHITTAGONG. [29th Jak. 


Resolutions 

(on matters of general publio interest). 

Medical school at Chittagong. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order! The resolution wbieh stands in thc^ 
name of llahu Anrmda Cliuian Dutla was about to be moved by Dabu 
Iridu Bhusluin Dutta on the 2Gih instant, when the Couneil adjourned 
in absence t>f a (juorum. I (;all uinm Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta to 
mov(‘ the resolution. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: T move that this (\nincil recom- 
miMids to the Government that immediate steps be taken to establish 
the proposed medical school at Chitiagon^.,^ and that clashes for training 
comjH)iUKlers and nurses 1 m* attaclied forthwith to the Chittagong hospi- 
tal, and that i>rovision for the same Ik* made in the coming budget. 

This is one of the long oveidue resolutions, that touch the most 
backward division of Chittagong in the Bresidency of Bengal. The cry 
that has Imhmi laised throughout the whole of the i)rovi!ice during the 
last three or four years is the increase of mortality. Sir, in remote 
villages, we always find that this increase of mortality is, to a certain 
extent, due to the want of proper medical treatment. The distiict 
boards have tried their hardest to put doctors in the village areas, but 
there are areas for miles and miles round, wh(*re dm tors cannot be had 
either for love or for mon(*\ . The number of medi(*al scluKds and col- 
leges in this jirovince is very limited; and ev<‘ry year, we find hundreds 
a*id hundreds of students, who are only t(M> anxious to get admissimi 
into medical schools and (‘olleges, being turned away for want of seats. 
From the Calcutta Medical College, the Belgachia (’ollege, the Dacca 
Medical School, the Cam])bell M<Mlical Scdiool. and even the Burdwan 
Medical ScIkhiI, we have heard that numbers of students are l)eing sent 
away every y(*ar InHaust* there is not enough accoiiimcKlation. When 
there is such a dearth of doctors in this country, this state of things, 
to say the least of it, is deplorable. C nfortunately, the {XM>r division 
of Chittagt>ng has been the greatest sufferer for want of proper medical 
education. 1 will give some figures in 8upi>ort of this statement. I 
put- a (piestion .sometime ago- in this (k>uncil to find out the average 
number of students who have lK*en admitted into the Calcutta Medical 
College; and from the statement of the Hon’ble the Minister, I find that 
the average numl)er during the past five years is this: From the Presi- 
dency Division 02 were admitted, from the Burdwan Division 38, from 
the Dacca Division 23, from the Eajshahi Division — from where my 
friend, Balm Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, hails — 9, and from my own 
division of Chittagong 8 Ik>\s were taken in. Sir, just think of it — only 
g boys,~wllereas the Presidency Division got 62 and the Btirdwan 
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Division 38. I think the iueml)era of this Council will join hands with 
me, when I say that my poor division has hee^n left in the cold shade of 
neglect. Sir, we heard some time ago in this Council that the Indus- 
tries Deimrtment neglected the case of Chittagong, because that depart- 
ment loved Bengal more. I hojx^, in this matter, at any rate, the Medi- 
cal Department will be pleased to love ('hittagong the more, because it 
has been neglected for years and years. Then, Sir, I understand that 
according to the new rules, the (^ampWll Medical School hardly admits 
students from East Bengal, and if 1 am not mistaken, students from 
the (liittagong Division are not given as much facilities in the Dacca 
Mitford Medical ScIkk)! as those from the Dacca Division. It Is, there- 
fore, quite clear that students from Chittagong have absolutely no 
scope for medical training up to now. This fact was taken into serious 
consideration bt tlie committee that was ap|H>intcd l>y tin' IToidbb* the 
Minister and they recommended that a medical school shoifld be estal)- 
lishcni at (’hittagong at an early date. We, Sir, in the ilistnVt boards have 
been trying to move the jxnqde for subscriptions for this pnqwised medi- 
cal s(‘h()ol. I think it will lie of advantage if 1 bring tiv tlie noti(‘e of 
this (\niTiciI that the Noakhali district board has allotted Bs. 7,000, the 
Comilla district lK>ard a similar sum, and tin* ('liittagong district board 
even a larger amount in the next \ear*H budget for this propostnl m(‘dical 
school. Now, Sir, it would be a great pity if this money were albAved 
to lapse, siuqdy because Government did not come forward with some 
help during tin* next year. The necessity of this nnslieal seliool has 
been admitted by no less a fK*rsonage than the Ilon’ble the Minist(*r him- 
self as well as liy the highest authority in the Inqd, and 1 dn not think 
there is any member in this (\mneil who would (qijiosi* this measure*, in 
spite of the financial difficulty that i.s staring the Govcrimn*nt in the face 
to-day. Financial difficulty or no finaindal difficulty, medical education 
must be given to the jx'ople if you want to be a liealtbv nation at all. 
I do not think it is at all necessary to s})4*ak further on the* subj<‘ct, but 
I api)eal to the Ilon’ble the l^finister to be genxl (*nougli to s(*<‘ that the 
money which has been allotted by the ditTerent district boards may not be 
allowed to lapse for want of timely Government siipimrt. 

With these few words I l>eg to commend the resolution for the accept- 
ance of this House. 

The Hofl’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I may state at 
once in reply to my friend that Government desin*s heartily that the 
Chittagong medic-al school should he (*stal>lish(*d as early as |Hmsible. 
In making an announcement in this connection, 1 tlunk, 1 said last year 
that I had laid down a programme of the exjxinsion of medi('al schools. 1 
said that our first step would he the establishment of a medical school 
at Mymensingh, Chittagong would occupy the second jdacc, and Ber- 
hampore the third. I think this sfatement was received with a 
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sense of satisfaction by the ineinl)ers repiesenting the Chittagong DivL 
sion. Government is now in financial difficulties, and if we had money I 
have not the slightest doubt we should vote the money in the order of pre- 
cedence that 1 have suggested. Unfoitunately we have not the money. 
In the meantime we propose to help the movement in favour of the 
establishment of a medical scIkk)! at Chittagong — a movement in which 
the Governmejit and myself are in strong sympathy. We are therefore 
in this dilemma. We are phnlged to establish the school second in our list 
as soon as funds are available and funds are not forthcoming just at 
present. I have learnt with great satisfaction that the Noakhali, 
Comilla and the Chittagong district boards have all come for- 
ward with contributions in aid of this movement. I had the oppor- 
tunity of discMiMsing this matter with my friend, who is very keen about 
it, and desire to rei>eat the assurance width I gave to Mr. Annada 
(jharan Duttu last yeai', that as soon as a local committee had been 
formed and the scheme was in working tmlei-, I would l>e prej^ared j^s 
Minister of Public Health to make an advance from a fund which I hold 
and the disiM)sal of which is entrusted to me. Tiast year w'hen His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales was here Kumar Sanat Kumar Mukherji, 
the W'orthy son of a w’orthy father, placed at my disjM)sal a sum of 
Ils. 51,000 to be devoted to the expansion of medical sehoids in the nuif- 
assal. 1 promised Mr. Annada Charun Diitta that I was prejmred to 
make an advance from that sum irrespective of the budget or the res- 
txmsihility of Government. I dt*sire to rejx'at that assurance again, that 
1 am prepared to make an advance out of this sum as senm as a committee 
has been foiined and a scheme sketched out and is in wanking older. I 
hope therefore my friend, W’ith this a.Msurance, w ill withdiinv this reso- 
lution. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Tn view of the lussurance of the 
Hon’ble the Minister that the'^inoney w ill he advanced as smm as a scheme 
is ready and the committee up]K)inted, 1 beg to withdraw my resolution. 

The motion was then, by leave of tlp^ Council, wdthdruw'ii. 


Improvement of the Karatoya river. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURIs 1 

move that this Council reconimends to the Government that immediate 
steps be taken to oixni the imvuth of the Katakhali to help the continuous 
flow' of the Karatoya river in older to make it navigable during the 
dry season and with u viewr to improve the sanitation of the villages on 
its bank. 

The river Kanitcrya, as it is at present, is only a narrow channel, 
choked up with whmmIs which, during the hot months of the year, rot 
and emit bijjd smells, and the decomiK>sed aquatic plants spread maiaifia 
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throiiglt tho villag't's lyiiijr on both banks of it. Hebno the (onstnir- 
fion of the railway l)ri(tge owv the Karatoya tlie river was navigable 
throughout the year. Now it is silted up, and m> nairow, and, at 
places with water not even an iiuh dee)), that its jireseiit londition 
threatens danger to the inhabitants of the villages situateil on its hanks. 
Its river-borne trade lias eonie to an <‘nd exeej>t during tlie rainy seasons, 
when its banks aie ovei flooded anVl its de])th of water allows free jiass- 
age of boats of inodiuate size. 

Since the visit of the Sanitarx Kngineei, Mr. Silk, in things 

liave entirely changed tor the \xors('. lie found the riv<‘r Karatoxa as 
a steady striniin of ch'ar water in which aipiatic wetnls tlnivi^d, but it is 
now in most plares silted u]) and full of weeds xvhich thiive only during 
th(' rainx si'ason ami beocune decomposed during the hot months and 
b(‘com(‘ a holla'd of malaiia. At the time of tin' visit of Mr Silk, the 
health of the ii'sident.s of Hogia toxvn and that of the jK*o])h' of tlie 
villages lx ing on its both banks was good. 

M’ithin tlu'se yi'ais. with tin' silting up of the Karatoxa, the 
health ot the inhabitants of tln'se xillages has bpconu' bad. No current 
noxv flows (hioiigh this liver dining tlii' dry si'ason, and this has bemi a 
soui’ce of appieheiision to the inhabitants of the villages on its banks. 

As a means of ('ominunicat ion betxxei'ii the many huge /o/^^ and 
marki'Is xxhicli wi'ie onct' centres of great trade, it is, in its pri'sent con- 
dition, (piitc useless. 

'riw' gii'at rapiditx xvith xvhich tin* decomposition of tin' xvei'ils and 
the silting U[) an* gfoiiig on. tlncateiis to s(*riousl\ aHVet jniblic lu*allh. 

I therefore uige the nccessitv oi deepening its bed, not onlv lor the 
saiK'diiess oi Its water that attiaiis thousands of devoteil pilgrims to 
bathe in it. at stated times, luit also loi its insaiiitaiv eoiiditioii alVeet- 
ing the lie.ilth i f tin* ri'sideiits of liog-ra town and of those of the villagi's 
lx ing on its banks. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; I have been asked by 
several memlieisof mx eonst itiieiiex in the district of Jlogra to support 
till' ii'solut 1(111 of my fiieiid, Khan Uahadur Maiilvi Halizai Ilalimaii 
(’haudhuii, and I have mneh pleasure in doing .so. The rivei Kaiatoya 
is a saeied nvei" of tlie Hindus and has bi'en mentioned in the “Ibirjins.” 
If xvas a might \ livei once; taking its rise in the Himala.xas and drain- 
ing the vast jdains of the Vareiidra Hhunii, it iilliinately flowed into 
the sacred (langes. Even as late as IHIO, Huchanan-Ilamiltoji 
speaks of it as “a very considerable river of the greatest (‘elebrity.’' 
The great floods (/f 1TS7 sounded its death-knell and thereafter its decay 
lias beiui rather rapid. In 1S‘.^0 theie was another h<*avy flood which, 
bv breaking doxvn its east bank near (lobindganj in Kangpur, dixerted 
its main eourse to the Bangali. In I8o4 an attempt was made to resus- 
citate the river. A siK'cial enactment w^as piissed to levy t4dl8 and 
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(‘iiibankni<»iitH were put up at Grohiiidj^'anj, and larj^e sums were annually 
s]Kn»l on repairs. But all these were of no avail and the scheme had to 
he abandoned in 1805. Lastly, the famous eartlnjuake of 1897 sealed 
its doom by the upheaval of its bed in several places. It no longer 
receive.^ the w'aters of the Himalayas, but now rises from the water- 
logged marslu's in the north-western regions of Rangpur, and as I have 
said already, at (lobindganj its main channel is diverted towards the 
Bangui i ami g(H*s by tlie name of Katakhali. The Karutoya wheie it 
enters Bogra is a small, tortuous, insanitary channel trickling through 
its old bed. 1 have some experience of the Karatoya in Bogra and pretty 
nearly came to losing my life as the result of a motor-boat accident. I 
can thereidre bcnir te.stimony to its weed, insanitary, and foul (ondition. 

1 cannot say what would be the l>est way to improve its condition 
without at the same time inteiTerring with the Bangali and im])airing 
the g<‘neral drainage of the (‘ountry. Nor do I know whether the pre- 
sent financial coTidition would permit any exjxunliture in this direction. 
But I do hope timt the Hoidble the Meml)eT- in cha!g(‘ would tak(‘ a sym- 
pathetic vi(‘w of the matter and make inquiries whether any ridief ('ould 
be granted. 

Mauivi H AMID-UD-DIN KHAN: I stand to su])])(>rt the resolution 
just moved by Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hafizar Rahman ('haudhuri. Be- 
ing an inhabitant of the adjacent district of Rangpur, 1 have soim* ex]x*ri- 
ence of tlu‘ malaiia that pn'vails in villages on the banks of the river 
Karat(^ya. It is no use denying the fact that Bogra is notoiiously 
malarious tor the rea.son that the flow' of the river which us<m1 to come 
from the si<h‘ of the Himalayas through the river Katakhali has 
(•eased as a result, as mentioned by the Kumar Sahib, of the great earth- 
(juake of 1897. It is known to most of us tluit the scourge ()f malaria 
that prevails in tho.se ]>ari»s of the country has not only canical away 
thousands of people of Bogra and Rangpur, but has curried awa\ one 
of the most renowned of Surgeons like Dr. Zahiruddin, wlu> was (9vil 
Surgeon of Bogra, a few years ago. • 1 conf(\ss I do not know’ wTiat 
would be th(‘ cost of oi^ening up the mouth of the Katakhali, but I hojM) 
the Hon’ble the Member will sympathetically treat this re.solution and 
institutw* an impiiry to find out wdiat sum will fie recpiired for the pui- 
]» 08 e. 

With Uiese w'ords I l)eg to supjHirt the re.solution. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hafizar Rahman Chaudhuri has 
brought to our notice the necessity of improving the river Karatoya in 
his district for the pui'i>ose of navigation as well as for the improvement 
of the sanitation of the villages on its banks and projxises that Govern- 
ment should take imme<liate steps to open the mouth of the Katakhali, 
which, a^ording to him, would help to give a continuous flow in thie 
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river. Kumar Shih Sbekhareswar Ray, who also has local knowledge, 
has told UvS that although the way or rather the inetluHl that the Khau 
Bahadhr ])rojx>ses does not ai>j)eal to him strong]}, he eeitainly advo- 
cates the iini)ro\ement of the river in (|ues(ion, whereas tlie next sjK‘uker 
has told US that he also supports the idea of the improvement of the 
river in question in view of the insanitary condition of the country 
around. Well, Sir, the position so far as the Irrigation Dtqmrtment is 
concerned is this: Hint at jnescuit it possesses very scanty information 
on the subject. All the information we have about this at pn*sent is 
that in the Karatoya river broke thnmgh into the Rangak river 

through the Katakluili khal. Sin<e 1850 attempts have been made to 
improve the Karatoya, and so far bac k as 1800 a sum of Ks. 75,000 was 
spent in trying to get the Karatoya back into its own channel, and 
*I believe that this attempt was made by closing the Katakhali khal. 
Tlie attempt was a failure. That an attem}>t costing so imrcli money 
should have been made seems to show that in IStJO, at any ‘rate, it W’as 
considered very n(*cessary to clo.se the Katakhali khal in order to im- 
prove tlie Karatoya. In tlie present resolution we ar(‘ asked to ojM'n 
the mniilh of the Katakhali khal t») improve the river in (juestion. We 
have, as 1 have alrtnidy said, no recoids to show us what tin* conditions 
are at tlii^ jnesi'iit moment, nor are there any (hita by which we can 
judge if the measure jiroposed is .sound or the reverse. It is ijuib* possibh*, 
in view of tin* fact that in ISfjl) an attempt was made tf> nnpioM* tin* 
Karatoya by cbcsing tin* mouth of the Katakhali. that if W(* ojien the 
mouth of tin* Katakhali, the conse(iU(*^ices might Ik* worst*. Again, 
we aie not in a jiosition to say it the measure pro|H)sed is a purel\ local 
(jUestion or one in\oIving vm-} consideiable i.ssues. I believe in 190.8 
the members of the distiict board and the municip.ility of Hogra in 
then addres.s<*s to the Lieutenant-tiovernor of Ea.stern Bengal and Assam, 
as it was then, drt'W attention to the <le[dorable condition of tin* Kara- 
toya. Of couise, the laeutenant-(i()V(*riior gave the usual sleieotype<i 
rejdy that if was alwavs a matter inv(dving great difticulty to lesusci- 
tate old dying rivers. A]»par(*ntly the question was gone into by 
the Sanitary Board and it was dn)p|M*d in 1900. All these facts ]K)int 
to one conclusion, namely, that the tjuestioii is very far from lieing 
'simple and therefore must be examined very (‘arefuTly before an> 
action can l)e taken. In these cin umstaiices, T am sure that this House 
would not exjH*ct me to accept the re.solution, but this much 1 can tell 
the Khali Bahadur, that I shall have the case examined to find out 
what the condition is at the prew^nt moment, and after (‘xarninution 
it wdll be for the department con(*erned to put up estimates or to jmt 
up any proposals that they may have. But it must lx* clearly under- 
stood that if the proposal means any large outlay then, as the Kumar 
Sahib has i)ointed out, in view of the present financial condition of 
tlus Government no immediate steps ran 1)€ expected to be taken, but 
on the other hand, of course, it will be'for the department to examine 
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the matter and to hriiij? the ease up to date, and so far as that is eon- 
eerried, f (an assure the mover that 1 shall have the ease examined. 
Bui hevond lhal I eannol g“ive any promise, and if he is willing'’ to with- 
draw on tliis assuranee, 1 shall see that the de]»artment l(K)ks into the 
matter carefully, hut I am not in a jxisition to accept the resolution. 

Khan Bahadur MauM HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: In 

view of the a.ssuranc<> p^iven hy the Hon’hle the Memher, 1 he^ leave to 
withdiavv the motion. 

The motion was then, hy leave of the (Council, withdiawn. 


Withdrawal of resolution. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Halm Dehi Prosad Khaitan ha*' intimat(Ml to me 
that lie desiu's to ask for leave to withdraw the (ollowiii^^ lesolnlion 
which stands in his nann‘: 

“This (’ouncil n‘cominends to the (tovernment tin* nnnieiliate ap}K»int- 
ment of a committee (to contain an adeijuate numher of rc'jiiesi'nta- 
tives of hhirojH*an and Jmlian merchants hut with an Indian inajoiityf 
to fully imiuiie into and reiKud (vn — 

(a) th(‘ pH'seiit (HUidition of the Associat ions oi h'iXc hanj^'es called 
lidras in (’alcutta; 

{h) lh(‘ iiKHles of husiness «’anie<l on there; 

{<•) the im]U'ov(*ments to la* effected theiadn; 

{(1) the control to he exercised over tliem in future oi the advis- 
ahilit\ of issuinj; a notification for theii aladition; and 
(r) matl(*rs generally imudental thertdo.” 

Tin* motion was then, hy leave of the (’ouncil, \n itlnlrawn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The followinjr amendment standing in the nann* 
of Mr. H. H L. hanj^ford Jann*s faHs to the jjfround : — 

“ 'Phat in the resolution of Balm l)<*hi Prosad Khaitan r<';^ardin^^ 
/fnrn.s, for the words and bracket ‘ (to contain an adisjuate numlier of 
representatives of Euro|Hmn and Indian merchants hut with an Indian 
majority K’ the words h’onsisting entirely of Indians ’ he substituted.’^ 


Retrenchment Committee’s Report. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order! The next resolution on the 
pa|ier stands in the name of Babu Kishorl Mohan (^mudhuri and with 
this revsolution, the two other resolutions whieh stand in the names of 
Mr. 1). C\ Ghose and Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta, restx^ctively, will l)e 
linked. 5 
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The siipgfsl ion that a date should In* set apart for the discussion of 
lilt* report of the Retrenrhiiieiit (Joinniittee is no doubt made because 
certain days are allotted by Statute ufuin winch the Council aie at liberty 
to discuss tlie biid^n't as a whole or any question of piinciple invtdved 
in th(‘ }md^»’el. 1'he lejioit of the Retrenchment Committee* is chanly 
a t|uestion of piim iple invohed in the hud^fet and could theiefon* 1h* 
debated on the occasion of tlie f^eneial dis<‘iission. Ihihu Indii Hliushan 
Dutta's lesoliition a>ks in elVett that the pro}>er authorities he moved 
to s(*t apart a date before tlie muhlle of February for a disiaission of the 
relK)it by tin* Council. This I ludd to la* in older for the reason that if 
the (iov(M iimeiit weie able to accept it th(‘y could ask Mi.s Excellency to 
[Uit foiwaid the datt* of tin* days lor tin* discussion of tin* budjjfet. 

Raiiu Kishori Mohan Ciiaudhuii, however, asks in the .second jiart 
oi his resolution tor the fixing ol an eaily date for disi-u.ssion in order to 
<let(‘inmu* hou l.n oi with what iiiodilications elfect may be,^’‘iven in the 
next bnd^t't to tin* i econinn‘ndations in tin* leport without n*fererjci‘ to 
the hif.:'hei a ul lioi it ies. 1 alloued this resolution to ^^o on the ]»apei as 
a matter (.t loiin: but Ujion coiisidei inj.«* the substance 1 ha\(* come to 
the I leal conclusion that it is out ol oidei as it asks foi a date to lu* 
s(‘t apait tf'i tlie discussion of a specilic issm* althoii^di a definite motion 
in retrard to that issue is not b(*for(‘ tin* Hou.se. ddiat poition of the 
lesolutioii c.iniMtt t}n*r(*loie be moved. 

The tiisl {loition of Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuii's lesolution 
whu h asks tor a (list i ibution ol the reiHirt among' members has ceased 
li be a mallei of jiublic inteiesl, inasmuch as copies Inne b(‘en cir-* 
ciliated 

I'Or siniilai H'asoiis Mr. tjho.st‘’s resolution and the first part of Jlabu 
Indu Hliushan Dutta’s re.solutioii lall to the ground and will not lx* 
mo\ed. 

As i(‘gards the .second pait of Halm Indu Hhiislian Dutta's lesolutioii 
he will be in ordei in moving it, but only on the stint understanding 
that he confines his (h*mand to tlie ]mttiiig fojwaid of the dati* of the 
days allow(*d foi tin* general di.scussion ol the budg<‘t. 

’ Members will not be jueclud(*d by this ruling li'om exjireHsing their 
Views as fully as they desire on the report of the iietn‘nchni(‘nt Com- 
mittee, but no recommendations can 1 m* made by the (\mncil as a body 
with regard to an> ol the pro|Hi.sals (*ontained in the repoit. 

I may add that the memliers who have sent in these resolutions had 
it within their c(>mi>eten(*e so to fiaine them that a recommendation 
could have gone from the Council “to give effect to the rejiort of the 
Retrenchment Committee witli^due consideration of the \iews expiessed 
in this (\)uncil,“ in which case the whole matter would have come up 
automatically for discussion in fhe present debate as settled by ballot. 
They have not, however, done this and the isisition is as I have stated 
it. 
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It is»of course ox>en to any meml)er to table a motion for the adjourn- 
ment of the (Council, but no fuller discussion would thereby be assured 
than that which is now beinp;* afforded under my ruling; and, further, 
no limit of two hours is imposed in the juescnt debate as would ()i)erate 
in the (^ase of a motion for adjournment. 

As regards motions for adjournment of the House, I need not leraind 
moml>erH that such motions are subject to the orders of His Excellency 
the (Governor. Moreover, to render such a motion admissible in the 
present instance, the second part of Babu Indu Bhiishan Dulta’s resolu- 
tion must Ik* withdrawn at once without any discussion. If discussion 
takes ])lace on that resolution, a motion for adjournment will be out of 
order unihu* clause (m) of rule 12 (section 80). 

I call 111)011 Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta to move the second i>art of 
his resolution. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: Before 1 move this resolution, 
nmy I say with reference to the ruling that you were jileased to give 
just now (hat it is not possible for me or for any member of this (’oun- 
(‘il to go into the details of the rc.iiort of the Ketienchment (himmittee 
to-day? I would only say that the rcn'ornnuMnlations of tin* Committee 
are of such a far-reaching character that it will be absolutely imjierative 
and necessary for the (lovernment to set apart a day for tlodi consideration 
and full iliscussion by this Coumdl. With these preliminary remarks I 
move that this Council recommends to the (iovenmient that the pro])er 
authorities be moved to set ajiail a day before the middle of February 
* for the discussion of the report of the Bengal Retrenchment (Vimmittee 
by the Council. 

There is no subjoct, except perhaps the Calcutta University affairs^ 
that has created such a sensation among the officials and non-officials as 
the recommendations of what is known as the Bengal Retrenchnu.nt Com- 
mittee. 1 confess that the scope of the inquiry was so vast and the time 
allotted to them was so short that we could not expect a detailed recom- 
mendation, full of evidem-e and full of due c onsideratioji. In the nature 
of things, the recommendations must have bec.n rather hastily draw'n 
up and every page of the report bears out that view. All (he same, I 
congratulate the members of that Committee for the vast trouble thtft 
they have undertaken in making such suggestions, which show’ that it 
is possilde to retrench neatly a sum of Rs. U crores, in the face of the 
statement made, by tbe llon’ble Sir John Kerr that the bedroek of retrench- 
* ment had been rea<died last year. I think it is u great victory of tbe 
,^Retrenebment Committee over the assertions of the late Finance Mem- 
ber. But, Sir, I do not know wbether^to c{)ngratulate the Retrench- 
ment (k)mniittee on its recommendations or to sympathize with them 
in their failure; some of their rn'ornmendations are so good that it is 
a pity tl|at the others are so retrograde and imiK)ssible. The only expla- 
nation that seems to strike me is that the report seems to have been written 
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by two separate hands holding^ two different antaj^onistic views. Two 
sets of opposite ideas have been trying to get the upper hand in the report, 
and the inevitable result has been that irreconeilable views have found 
place side by side in the report. This was the only thing that could be 
expected from the composition of a committee, against which we so 
vehemently protested some months ago. At best it is a compromise 
report, and has all the drawbacks of a compromise. One set of ideas 
has apparently been accepted, Iwcause otherwise, it was evitlently impos- 
sible to get the opposite views adopted. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: Is my friend 
in order in saying all this on the motion now before the lloicey 

Mft PRESIDENT: I said that memlKjrs would not bi* precluiled 
from expressing their views us fully us they desired. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: The axe of reticnchmcnt has been 
vigorously ajiplied (oitaiii important (|uarters, whereas, it has lost its 
edge and weight in others. As I have said, no better result could be 
ex])ected from a compromise. The one outstanding feature is that the 
recommendations have set the wlode coui»try furiously to think. J^xtrju 
vagant piaise and (piile as extravagant abuse have come horn all (j\iartcrs, 
and iherefoic I think it is all the more necessarv that Ijoth tin* (lovern- 
nie/it members and the non-oflicial members ot this (’ouncil should 
devote one (la> in oiahu' io discuss all the detailed recfumiiendal ions, and 
see which of them can be accepted ami which sln>uld lx* refused. The 
first thing that I wish to bring to the no(i<‘e of this (’ouiicil is that there 
is no published eyi(h*nce on recmal — the (‘videme that wiis tiiken by the 
K(*treJichment (\)mmitttM\ The value of evi<lence, in a matter lik«‘ 
this, caniuit be overrato<l, and I feel extremely disapp(dnted tlmt the 
members of the Committee did not think it desirable to record and pub- 
lish the evidencf* — the valuable eviilence- that tliey trjok. 

llien, Sir, there is another |ioinl w’hi(‘h strikes us vej y much : that by 
one stroke of the pen this lietremhment (’onimiltce lias tjunsformed 
itself into a Taxation Committee. It took the (rov(‘jnment Ihrec 
rnonths and more, involving considerable trouble, to impr»se thiee new 
taxations last year, but in one paragraph this lletienchment {'ommittee 
lias imposed a taxation of Ks. lakhs in the Registration Dejiarlment. 
Sir, when the Government decided on the appointment a Retrencliment 
Committee to relieve the poor tax-payers of their heavy burrlen of taxa- 
tion, I think it could not have been thought, by even the most ardent 
supporters of Government, that further taxation w'ould lie suggested by the 
Coramitteej hut they have done so. I think, Sir, if must he admitted 
that the taxations recommended by the Retrenchment ('ommittee form 
no part of retrenchment and as such must be refused. Then, Sir, af* n- 
looking into the report of the Retrenchment Committee r»f the Cent r»l 
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l^rovinoes, it H«emK rather curious that the Jieii^al Retrenchiuent Coiu- 
irjitte<‘ has not hud the courage to touch one pet subject, viz., the liniierial 
Servi(!es. Now that the Secretary of State has been pleased to appoint 
a Royal, ('Oininission to consider the ])uy and pjos[)e( ts of the Imperial 
Services, I Uiink it was all the more nece>saiy for the Reticm hment 
Commiltee to declare that a poor country like Penj^al ( ould not ahord to 
pay such extravai^ant emoluments to ti»e members of the lmi>eiial Ser- 
vi<-eK. Tlie, Central Provinces Uetrenclnnent (’om mil tee has been bold 
enou^^h to say that liavinj? regard to the income of the, average tax-payer 
of the country, the juiy that is deirmnded by the Im})erial Sei vices is 
utieily out of projiortion. We, in Bengal, are evidently lacking in 
that courage. When Sir Jolin Kerr jiointed out that the Imperial S(*r- 
vices would l)e within tin- scoj>e of impiiry of this (himmittee, we sincerely 
trust»*d that this Retrenchment Committee \Nould tinkle that subject 
and nmke its jeiaunmendations tor the ciui'-ideiation (if tlie S(‘cretitry 
of Stiite. 1 must ctnifess that we have Ix-en sadly disap]H>inted in that 
res|H‘ct. Then, us regards Provincial and Subordinat«‘ Services, it is 
ratlier ditlicult to go into details, but I must say that some of the i(‘ct»m- 
mendations are hanging like a sword over some ot tin- S(*rvices \\ liich we 
wanted to take the place of the ImjH-rial Sei\ices in Bengal. Tlu-n, Sir, in 
some of tin- transferred dejmrtments, 1 am soiin to -'in, tin- hea\y axe ot 
retrenchment has fallen rather mercilessly. Jn tin- Education Jfejiart- 
nn-nt, I for the hie of me, cannot undei stand how a r(*ti«-nchnn-nt of 
Rs. do lakhs could be made W’ithout impairing tin* cause of i-duciition. 
The state of education in this country is proverbially poor. We want 
money for the development ot primary education; w'e want monc} for 
technical education; wo want money for the develojiment of ^ee(»nda!^ 
education; wt- want money for tin- di'vi-lopnn-nt of l(-chnologlcal (-duca- 
lion; w(‘ want money for the di‘\elopmen1 of nu*dical (‘ducation. And 1 
should have been glad if tlte ref rencliments made by the ('ommittei- in tin* 
Education l)e]>urtment were to Ik* utilized for the develoi>ment of tln-se 
claNS(»s (d‘ education but unfortunat(*ly the Committee has not imnh* sueb a 
recomnn-ndation. 'I'hen, Sir. 1 find that the suivev schools, whii h our 
pool' town of Com ilia boasts ot the only survey school iu the jiroviiiee, has 
been jnoposed to be abolished by one stroke of the pen. I do not know 
what evidence was taken, 1 am a member of the Managing ('ommittee, 
but we weie not asked to give any (»pinion. I do not know wliat the 
depart up*nt said about it, but to .say that the only school of this kind has 
110 necessity to exi.st is most unfair. Then, Sir, in the nation-building 
departments of Co-operation and AgricuMure, the axe has iailen rather 
heavily. In (Vojwation, whereavS the to|>-heavv {K)sts should have lK*en 
done away witli, the Retmicbment (\)mmittee has accepted the opposite 
view and has kept the top-heavy posts and aboli>lied the posts of inspec - 
tors. This can only be expected from a committee on which there was 
hardly any one having intimate knowledge of (he Co-operative Depart- 
ment i am rather surprised that Rai Abinash Chandra Bauerjee Buha- 
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dur, who boasts of taking interest in ro-operation, and who detdared in this 
Council that the importance oi the services of the co-operative inspec- 
tors should not he iiiinimiztHl, should have signed the report tliat these 
inspectors should go. Tlieie aie other iliM-iepaiic!c> in this leport ; for 
instan(*e, on the incest i!nj>ortant iiue-^tion of the 1 mliani/ation of the 
Servi<-es, wliich every piovince lias heen diMUssing and \shich is one 
of the foremost siihjei ts that ought to he discu>Ned in \ iew <d the {ucamhle 
(d' the (ioveinment of India Ai-t, 1 am M)jr\ to find the Pelrenchment 
Comniittiee saying thds: — “In many depaitments, KuiV>pi'an otticers 
will he necessary for some, years to come, partly for the maintenance of 
the western standaid and partly hecause a sutlicie.nt numhcr of Indians 
with necessary (jualiticatioiis aie not available . . and then I 

find a statement that the Indian Medical Service is one of the cases in 
point. 1 must say that this reiommendation took m\ lueath awav. It 
is well known to the memhei^ id this Council that during ihe war a largi* 
numher of our medical graduates got the Imperial commission. They 
served vvell—theii lecoi ds were hrilliant ; hut^ iIh'n have hemi sent hack 
hecaus^» (iovermnent (‘ould not find suitable jobs for them, and in the 
face of that tact the Hetnuichment Committei's savs that thei’e an* not 
a suflicient nunihei (d’ Indian medical otticers ami that it is necessarv 
to hi ing I'dirojiean ofticeis tnmi Kngland. I must say that it is absolutely 
heait-bieaking to ha\«‘ such a lecommciidat ion from a committee of 
which my fiinnd. Itabu Suiendra Nath Mallik, was a memb(‘i. 

Then. Sii. 1 find that in the Education Department, w lH*re Indian 
l^raduales with luilliant lecoidsare available, then* also it is recoiiimeml- 
ed that some places must be leseived for Kurop(*ans. 

1 do md und<*rstand this .sentiment. It was a gieat <‘X]K*ctat ion that 
w'c wci'(* holding as legard.s the Indianizat ion of the Sen ices at any 
iat(‘. Kememb(*iing the great sjH‘ech of Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, 
dcliv cicd on tin* (piestion of the Indian Ihilict* Sejvice, wa* could liardly 
exjM*ct that this Committee would innult us by saying that then* are 
not sufficient m(‘n in this couidrv who an* well (pialified to dicharge 
these high duties. 1 think that is a great insult to this country and 
1 hope that he and his < (jllcagucs will w itlnlraw tln^se remarks as regards 
the Tmlianization of the Seivic<*s. 

Then, as regards the western standard, 1 do not know’ wdiat the 
western standard is. 1 have been in England myself. I have seen 
the administration of England. I can assure the members of this 
Council that the administration of India, as carried on by the Bureau- 
cracy, is no more like* the administration of England than tlie moon is 
like the sun, not even as muc h as that. Tliere is a great deal of differ- 
ence. We do not want this jdca of false w’estern .standard to cxmtinlie. 
If it is possible to bring in the real we.stern standard, then bring it. 
We will not have a sham western standard from tlie Imperial Services. 

BilNl 8UREMDRA NATH MALLIK: Is it to be only in the dress? 
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Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order! The hon’ble member must be 
aJlfJwed to proceed. Mr. Mallik, you can take notes and reply after- 
wards. 


Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Then, us regards the pay of the 
Services, it will not be jKjssible for me, w'ithin the time alloted to me, 
to go into the details of the (piestion, but one of the principles that 
they have adopted is this, that the Indian officers doing the same 
duty should be (*ontent with two-thirds of the salary. Tiiis ixnnt was 
a great bone of contention Indween the late lloirble Mr. (jrokhale and 
the (iovei nnnuit of bidia and he fought tooth and nail again.st this, and 
to-day tin* ajx)stles of the Helr(*nchinent Coinniittee reconiinend some- 
thing, against which Mr. tiokhale fought. It will not lie fair on me or 
on this Council to go into nioie details of this n'jMjit, but I will say this, 
that wluui I (riticiz(* the r(‘conimendatiotis of the Retnoichnient (!om- 
mittee so vigorously. I do not mean to say that some of th(‘ir recommenda- 
tions are not giKxl or that sonn* of them cannot Ih‘ given effect to at once. 
I do not siiy tliat it is not jMKssibh* to effect retrenchnnmt up to at least 
om* crori‘. I think tliat two crort*s niiglil bc' r(‘ti(‘u< lnsl. 1)ul what T do 
say is this, tliat in addition to the good suggi'stions mad(' b\ them, they 
have also made suggt'stions which are absurd. \Ve ha\e Ixam |>tUftis- 
tently hearing a rumour that the recommendations of the Ui'lreiicliment 
(h>iiimitt(*(‘ ar(‘ going to be sheUcsl as far as the m'xt budgi't is con- 
cerned. I hojH' that it is a bjiseless lumoui. 1 ho|>e tliat the (rov(‘rn- 
•ment will try its best to give effect to those rmommendatioiis of the 
Retrenchnuoit Committee which have the comuiKmce of this (\»uncil, 
and that is why 1 want to put the middle of l*\dMuar\ loi th(‘ discussion 
and reconiimMidation of this Council. I should liki' to brin^ this warning 
to the notice of (love-i nment ; hd them not shelve this matter. 'Hien* 
was a defi<‘it of nearly a crore of nijM*es in NovemlKU'. 1 hear that much 
of that d('ficit has Iummi wiped out. Even if it is, let tlu‘ (Government 
remember that the adniinistra4ion of Ibmgal is extravagant and must 
lx* retrench<*d. Ii(‘t th(*m not shelve the proixisals of nec<‘ssary retrench- 
ment. T/et (h(*m take heed that unless the projxisals of the 
Retreiudiment (’ommiltee, su]>|xirted by tliis (’ouncil, are given effect 
to in this budgt*!, we, tin* non-ofb(‘ial nn*ml><'rs of the ('oiimdl, — at 
least, 1 sjx'ak, as a member of the “ breezy corner ” of the ()jt|K>sition, — 
shall lx* obligeil to refuse the whole budget. 


Rai FANINDRALAL DE Bahadur: The report of the Retrench- 
ment (\nnmitttH> is published and so there is no ni»ed fi»r the first part 
of the re.solution. It is, however, extremely urgent that there .should 
be a general discussion on the re<*ommendations maile there. Some 
of these, for instance, the ea.se of secondary education, are of such 
striking character, that they .show’ a distinct change in the policy of 
the Government, although the authors may n»gard these as only change 
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of methods, rather than a curtailment of the fumdions of the Govern-^ 
ment. The retrenchments lecoin mended in the nation-lmilding dejmrt- 
ments are so very drastic in nature, that jx'ople are seriously queslion- 
ing the wisdom of demanding reductions of tin* exi>enditure t>f the 
Gov*ernment. I do not refer to the protests from interest 4 *<l quarters, 
hut I mean those from the public, wlio want to know wliether the 
retrenchment proiM)sed in education are (*onsistent with the sjhrit of 
the tenns of referen(*e. Lastly, it is a questionahh* |x)int whether, in 
a country like ours, where illiteracy is univ(‘rsal, epuhunics raging, and 
agriculture, tliough the princii)al occu|>ation, in tin* most primitive 
form, it is axiomatic that the first duties of the Government an* (vnly to 
give securit\ , to enforce law and ordt*r, to cidlect ]>uhlic revenues, and 
ju’ovide an efh(‘ient judicaary and magistracy. Sii', th(*s 4 » are vital ]K>ints. 
The sj)irit in which the recommendations are ac('e])t(‘d will decide the 
fatoof the province for years to come. It is imjHntant, therefore, that 
all shad esof opinion 1 m‘ collected before an\ lim* of action is decided. 
The matter should he exhaustively dealt with h(‘n* also, wlu're we, the 
rej)resentuti\es of the ]>f‘oj>h*, meet. I therefore* support tin* resolution 
for ulhitting a sjvcial da\ foi the i»ur|>ose. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I lag to snp|Kot this imdion 
for a s|)(*cial day for discussion, as 1 lH‘licv(j that the irn‘ml)erH of the 
Ketn'iichment Gommitfee do not claim infallibility or that they an* likely 
to (hi so. If this Gouncil (an throw further light on tin* ((U(‘stions that 
they have* (liscuss(‘d and can get them m(>difi(*d by the liglit of that 
discussion, certainl\ I, of all men, ‘will In* most happy to accept. J, 
therefore, think that a (la\ might he gi%en for tins })urjM)se. There 
is another reason whs I wish this. The re|H)rt is a somewhat volurninouH 
one; it is a big hook and it cannot be ex|H*ct(*d that unless the meml)erH 
have*, gone through it carefully much good result will conn* out of this dis- 
cussion. Much of tin* criticisnis that have already Imu*!! madi* seem to 
me to have been made without the re|>ort having lM‘4*n gone through. 

I think, therefore, it will lx* bett<‘r if we give a little mon* tinn* — hard 
pres.sed as we are for tinn* — to tin' mem}M*rs to go through the bm)k 
and then it could be discus.sed with advantage to the contrary. 

Mfi F. E. Ea VILLI ER8: T p to the time when Uabu Jndu llhushan 
Dutta started hi.s very able diwjuisition on the (piestion of the Retrench- 
ment Committw T mu.st say I had always looked upon m<m like 
Sir Rajendra Nath Mukharji, Sir Gampbell Rhodes, and Mr. Mullik with 
little resjK'ct and api)robati(m, but as Rabu IrnJu Rhushan Dutta !«•(>- 
ceeded with his di.squi.sition T must say my feelings of reHfK^cl towards 
those gentlemen fell greatly. Fancy such a Scdect (’ommittee! For- 
tunately, however, when he was half-way through his sj)ee(di he was 
kind enough to say that indefnl there were some good jKiirits in the 
document which had been produced by the Retrenchment Committee. 
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It i« iiulwd u ^orxl Hjitijfif to hear thai tJiere are some giKxl |K>iiit8 and that 
the report is not wholly ini(|uitouh! At the iH'ginning of the debate 
1 had felt rather inelined to opjnrst' this re^olutioji ot putting aside a day 
for the di.s(;UHsion of this (piestion. But, Jbihu Indu Bhushan Diitta 
having jmt forward so nian\ points — having, in fact, established him- 
sell' as Ixong jHissibly the one gentleman in this Coiineil who alone 
ought to have beiuj chosen to constitute this R(*trenchment Committee — 
and having ujisi't so many jioints in the rei>ort vs Inch 1 had considered 
good and champiomal so many which 1 had considiMed had, that on 

reconsideration 1 leel il would he a gocsl thing to put aside a day for 

this discussion, and as such I heart il\ supjioit tin* lesolulion in order 
that this ('ouncil may ha\(‘ a r<‘al chance of choosing hetvvecn Bahu Indu 
Bhushan Dutta and such ordinal v t<dk as Sii liajondra Nath Mukharji, 
Sir (^aniphell lihodes, and Mr, Mallik — to sa\ nothing of the remaimh'r 
of th(‘ (^>mmitt(s^! 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 <annot hettt'i ex]>ress my (Opinion 
ulaiut the reconiiiiendat ions of tln^ B-etrmM’hiiH'iil ( 'oimiiil It'c than hv 
saying that 1 consider most of the n'comnuoidat ions as monstrous, mis- 
chievous, and absurd. 1 am myselt vei \ keenlv in tavoui oi u'liench- 
iiient, hut that is no reason why I should (Midorse juoposals 1 was 

almost going to say insane proposals- which will lav the 

axe of retrenchment at lh«‘ very root of tin* Heloinis, and which 
seem to liavi* lu‘en jait forward without aiiv u*gaid toi the dictates (d 
nsison or common seiisi*. I wish, howeva*!, to cuaid mvscdt against 
being misunderstood. I <lo not say that then* is no ica omiiieiidat ion 
her<‘ or then' whi< h inig-ht not he iiccept(‘d, hut the pcjsition 1 taki* Uj» 
is this, that the recommendations should he rej(‘ct(‘d hotli on the ground 
that they will im|H'iil the ]b‘fornis ami that they would he most disas- 
trous to my communitv as ti whole*. 

I will (bad very hiieftv with the as|M‘(:l of the recomnieiidat nuis winch 
affect the Beforms hy curtailing the activities ol tin* transji‘rn‘d d(‘part- 
iiH'iits. A cursory glance wilf conviina* aii\ one that tin* (h‘ejM*st cuts 
have he(*n made in the transfern‘d (b‘pai t!m‘n1 s. some* oi w hn h have* been 
so maimed, maiigh'd, and disfigUKMl that not t‘\en a few drv hones have 
Imm’Ii b*ft. l ake tin* case of the Kducation l)(*]>ai tment. I’here are no 
longer to he any ( iov<‘rnim*nt selnxds, eolh‘yt‘.s, inadrassahs. maktahs, 
deputy insjiectors, suh-ins|H*ctors oi anything of that kind. Then* is to 
1 m» no douht u Director of I’uhlic In.stnn tion with no instiuction to din'et 
and with a Minister in charge of the deimrtment leduced very much to 
the sann* jKi.sjtion as tin* Sultan of Turkey at the hands of Miistajdia 
Kemul Pasha. We have got to rememlH‘r that these retomme^nlations 
have Ikhui made and (fovernment has been asked to surrt*mler its lesjxm- 
sibilities to the jreople in the matter of jHvpular edut'ation and to give 
up the control of school.s and (adleges much in tin* same spirit in which 
an erring mother abandons her illegitimate children. There is to l)e 
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110 feeling* of reiiioist'. no ooinpunrlion. nothing of the kind. Wiflnlraw 
from tlie field of activities on the |>Iuu,sihle ex<*use that we have got no 
funds. In retienclung, has not (iovernnient any duty to the jieoplo 
of this eouiitryy What has lK‘t‘n the pionounced |H)licy of (lovernment 
repeated <jften and often ever .since the famous de.spatch of 1835 y Is 
it not a fact that (io\(‘ininent .solenwdy took u|H)n it self the duty of set- 
ting up nlodel institutions in older that private enterpiise might have an 
example to follow and to continue in the field so long as the |itH)ph‘ have 
not shown that a]»titu(le in oiganizing e<lut'at ional institutions when 
they can he cxptM'led to take n]» the work \\hich had hitheito hemi done 
hy the State y In all civilized count ri(‘s. th<‘ edneatiem of the {K‘o|)le is 
the first cliaigi* on tin* caie and considi'ration of (lovenmient. Can it 
he lnMi(‘stl\ s,ii(l that India has attain<*d that stage of (h'velojuncnt when 
(io\crnment can vilhdraw. and withdraw so very fully and so comjdetidy 
as to leave tli(‘ diieclion of affairs in education entirely in the hands of 
tin* )>(‘()])h‘y AVImt ai(* the pmpo.saKy Hand overall thesi' institutions 
to local hodh's! Who d(a‘s not know that tlu'se local bodies have* m^t g«»t 
,suth< KMil fumls iit i Ill'll disposal to mei'j the oidiiiary dciiiands of sani- 
tation and educat ion *■' Vou talk ot taAntion and local taxation! We 
know that in the niutassal it is ahsolntidv inijiossihlc to raise any mom‘y 
hv taxation Wdiat, then, will he the effeet of handing over tliivst* ins* 
titutioii>y Most uiiloituiiateK the result will he dangei'ous, which will 
gladden the lii'ait id’eveix noii-eo-ojieiator ! What do lhe\ want y They 
waiiti'd to dest?<»\ \nnr instil ul ions heeause the\ sa\ that in these ins- 
titutions \<mng men aie taught the principles ot lo\alty to (iovenimeiit 
and ol h)\all,\ to ordered institutions which it is impossihh' to lecoiicile 
\vitliari\ KM oliit loii.ii \ iMo\enient. I f (rovei nment withdraws, let it not 
he doniited toi a single iiioitienf that all tliese institutions will l.eeonie 
the l)i(‘(‘iiinc gioiiiids toi maleoiitents, for diseonti'iits, for disloval 
IX'ople, and the gieai niiiseiies foi levolutioiiaries to hateli their scheme^. 

Leining aside the ijnestion of ednealioii, come for a moment to 
Agiiculluie and Co-i)jK*iat i\ e Cri'dil ami allied dej>arl meiils. Wfiat do 
we find y Heie, again. (io\enimenl has heen aski'il to withdraw tiom the 
field ol activities wilhoul any notice whate\<*r and without gixlrig the 
jMMiple aiiv tiim* to ( oiisidei what is being done w ith res])(*ct to the>»e 
<h‘j»art meiits, (Inlv tin* other day, (roxenmient was v«*ry enthusiastic 
in ,sa\iiigr that scmiiucIi has heen <lone in the Co-o{H>?ati\e Credit Sof leties 
Department that it is to tin* (*t(‘inal i K'dit of the officers of the depart- 
ment that tliev ha\e show n tin* |»«‘op1e a way out of their finum ial ilifli- 
cultK's, tliaf the\ have taken them hv the hand ami put them on 
the road of material ]Hosj¥*ritv h\ taking tin* loa»l of di'ht from off their 
heads, Now if (iovernnient witlniraw.s all on a smhh'ii, the whoh* thing 
falls on non-oHicial shoulders, f'an it he said and can it In* <*x|)(*cted 
that these eo-o]H*ratiNe credit societies and agiicultural institutions will 
continue to flourisli in the same way as they have heen doing long? 
I do not mean to .say that it is to lie expected that Government w ill keep 
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eternal control over these departments. That time may come, let us 
all hojK^ tliat it will come very soon, but (certainly the time has not 
yet come. At any rate, if there is to be any withdrawal, it ought to 
be gradual. It cannot l>e so sudden and so wholesale as has been 
suggested in the roi>ort. 

Then, Sir, passing over the other departments of Education, Sani- 
tation, and Public! Health, T wish to say a few words as regards the effect 
which thes(‘ recommendations will have on the Muhammadan com- 
munity. One of the r(‘f‘onimendations is that the si)ecial officers for 
Muhammadan education should l)e abolished. And what is the reason 
given? That these* officers are j>rone to accentuate racial differences 
and, to put it shortly, to point out to the authorities instancies in which 
Muhammadan interests in education have Is'en neglected. Beautiful 
logic indc‘ed ! These officers hav<‘ been ap|H)inted fora particular purpose 
and for iHTforming a particular duty. Thi‘v have clone their duty so 
wcdl that it is time — that it is the reason given — to clisjH*nse with their 
services. A thief o!ic*e cnt(*rcd a house and found a light burning. 
“ Put («it the light,” cried the thief, ” which interferes with my opera- 
tion.” So said thc^ thief. The rc'port says; “Do away with these jK)sts 
of Mulmmnmdan insix'ctors. Th(‘y jK>int out to the autliorities instances 
in whic'h Muhammadan have sullercsl; let them go. !(*( them go S() that 
we may sacrifice Muhammadan int(*rc‘sts with impunity, so that 
there* may Ik* no one to bring t]n*se gi i<‘vaiic<*s to scm* the light of day.” 
Is this fjiir, is this honest ? Is this a just rc'cnimmoidat ion ? As regards 
thc‘se Miihamniadan ins|H‘clors, h't me* remind the (’ouncdl that in the 
year 1915, I moved a resolution in the (V)uncil which, after 
a gi’(*at discussion, w;is ac*ccpfc*d ]>y (Tovcrnm(‘iif for the apiK)intment of 
these* ^fuhatnmadan ins|K*cfc>rs. (i(»v(‘rnmc‘nt ga\(‘ i\ s()l(‘mn assurance 
that these* oflie-crs wemld he'emple)yed for the ])ur|K)se not merely of point- 
ing e)ut instance*s wln'ie* Muhammadan int(*re*sts had he*e*n neglected hut 
to indue’e* Muhammadans tee tafte more* keenly to educaiieuial institutions 
than they had done* before. As a matter of fact, these otfic(*rs had over 
consiele*red it their supr<*me dut\ tee induce Muliammadans to flock in large 
numbers tee schools and cedle‘g(‘s so that then may take the fullest advan- 
tage of the educational institutions in the c'ountrY, and they have done 
tliis for the* last eight yc*ai*s. All on a sudden, the re'commenelation goes 
forth that Uie’se oflie'ers shemld he dis|>ensed with! If there was any 
time when thc'sc^ oflice'rs would have Ikmui more urgently revpiired than 
ever, if is now, when the ae tivitic's of a c'ertain section of |K>liticians have 
induced Muhammadan Inns more and more to fall away from the insti- 
tutions in the (‘onnfry, to desert the schools and colleges, and to boycott 
English education altogether. 

I now come to the ejuestion of the abolition of the Calcutta Madrassah. 
I coukf hardly believe my eyes when I read those few lines in which the 
Committee recommends that the functions performed by the Calcutta 
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Madrassali might ai» well bt' [jerfoimed by other e<lueatioiml institutions; 
for instance, the Piesidency College, ll is i)erhu|>s not kikown to this 
Council that the Calcutta Madrassah bus got two distinct deiKirtmeiits. 
One is the Anglo- Persiaik iK^jwrtinent, where instructions is given up 
to the Matriculation standard, and the other is the Arabic* l)ei)artinent, 
where instruction is given in Arabic, Persian, and I rdu up to a certain 
standard and the studcuits are allowed to goon higher with thcur studies 
in Arabic, in Muhaniniadan law, theology, the “ Koran ” and other 
matters. Is it seiiously suggc^'^tcsl that the functions |)t‘rlbnned by the 
Arabic Department of tlie Calcutta Madrassah will be iH‘rformed Icy the 
Presidency Collc'gey Is it suggeslcsl that tin* Kuroinmn picdessors of 
the* Presidency College, or for the matter of tliat one or two Indians there, * 
will jK'rform the same duties as the Moulumcs and Shams-ul-C lamas 
{M?rform in thc^ Arabic Department of the Calcutta Madrassah y If that is 
so, then these gcnth'incn will have to cultivate veiy Icuig, flowing hc'ards 
and he decked ^\itli flowing robes, discoursing nothing biit'Araiiic and 
giving to a section of admiring siudents ahslnisc intei'iirc'tation of the 
“ Koran,” “ Hadi^,” (‘tc. It would he a h(*autiful day if it comes and a 
grc’at triumph foi Khim if all thc‘se Euro|H*un ju’ofesors were* to be 
Shams-ul-inumas as well for the time being, so that the* l*r(‘sideii(*y 
(’olh'ge may |H‘i(oim the functions which aic* now ]H‘rformc‘d by tlu^ 
('alciitta Madrassah. I wondc*i if a suggestion like* this C’ould have 

licH*n sc*iioiisl\ ])ut forward by a committc*c* which bad bc‘c*n aj)|>ointecl 
to suggest rctrc‘iichmcnts in jmblic* e\]H*nclitur<*. 

Lc'aMiig aside* loi a momc‘nt the* cjUc*stion of the* (alcntta Madiassub, 

I come to unotht ‘1 ]>oiiit which is sc‘nonsly agitating the* mind of the 
]ml)lic. It is said that the c‘ffc*ct of theses lecommendaf ions will he* to 
terminate cc*rtani jcosls, and the rejHirtsays that some* article* in the Civil 
Service* U<*guh(tions give‘s the* (iove*nime*nt the* [miwc*! to dis|H*nHe* with 
the service's of iiH‘n in jicimancnt employ simfcly by giving them lim(*Iy® 
notice. It is all very well to say that there is an article* in the* (’ivil 
Service Re‘gulations and that tho.se who enlere<l (iovc'rnment service 
must liave t‘iite*re‘d in the* full e‘onse‘ioiisn(*ss that the*re* w*as that })owe"fr 
in the (fo\ejnme*nt to terminate their service*s. Tin* me*mlK*rs of the^ 
ImjM*rial Se*ivice*s aie* in'ote*cte(I by their covenants, and of course, so far 
a.s they are concerned, tliey are* lM*\ond the re'commendalions of any 
siieli committfH*. I am re*minde‘d hcMe- cd' a little* steu v. 1 have got just 
a few* rninntes. Once u|K»n a time, a mouse and a fiog became very 
great friends. They iis(*el to trave*l together and once upon a time they 
e‘ame to the bank of a riv(*r, and they bad to cross the* rive*r. ITie 
mou.se suggeste>d to the* frog that the frog should take it upon its hack. 
They started swimming across the river, the mouse on the back of the 
frog. When they bad gone a certain distance, the frog found that it waa 
drowning and calleni out to its friend to return to the bank. The mouao 
said, “ No fear, a little more and we get to the other side,” tb^ mouse 
knowing all the time that it is the frog that is getting the ducking and 
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that he is secure on the ba<!k of the frofr.* Now the members of tE 
Ini|»eriul Services say, “ No fear, no fear,” but it is the provincial servic( 
and the p.K)r niinisb-rial offi.-.-rs wiio are in the position of the frog wh< 
have to Icar. ] Huhmit that a proprwition like this cannot be seriously 
considered. I have got no further time at my disi»sal. If a day ii 
allotted, 1 j)roiK)se to into details as rep^ards the rec^onirnendationi 
of the (Vminiittee. 


Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA OA8 CUPTA Bahadur: It is a 

matter tor notice, (hal we have always been putting the curt before 
the horse. Here, Sir, the proposition before the llou.se is to have a 
day ullolled foi the discussion of the report of the Relrerichinent (’oui- 
iilittee, Imt now I find liou’ble nienilwrs, one after another, jiroceeding 
to discuss the repoit, ,onie to assail it very vigorouslv and veheiiieutly 
and .some to .s„,,,,ort it on certain points. 1 do not know whv His 
Excellency should allow a din to be fixed for the discu.ssion of the iaatler 
11 WO Jiilf) it SO fully lo-day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Vou cannol dincuss Iho discrotion of His Kxrol 
leiK'V Ilu‘ (iovornor. 


Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS CUPTA Bahadur: I am not .liscus- 
sing the discretion of H,s Excellency, but is it reasonable, 1 want to know 
lha this (oi.ncil .should hine its .say uiK.n the sub.ject and then have 
unoUifU’ day lor Hu* discussifui of tin* inallt*i ^ 

W ith regaid to the KctiencI I'onimittec, ii n a w,dl-known 

tact that this ('oniniittec win not appointed on the lecomincndalion of 
any resolution ol this House. It was appointcl b> (ioverninent. and 
(iovmmuMil was uiimoum thul i\w (’omuiiHec should do its work as iiuicklv 
and as expeditiously as po.s.«ilile, and the report is before fiovernnient. 
Hefore Hie (Jovernnient, after consulting the depart iiients concerned 
comes to miy ( onclusion as to the acceptiiuce or rejection of the lecoinnien’ 
da ions of the ('oiuii.ittce, 1 dft not know of what use and what value our 
debates and discussions ,n this Council will be. Of course, il,e (iovern- 
ment after coiisidci mg the lejNirt win put down in the budget that is 
■•oiiiing on •■dciiiaiids,” and at that stage, it w ill be fo, us to say ” \ve” 
ur “^o to tho.se denian.ls. Where and when we shall find that ‘the 
lecmnmendatioiis o| iho lletrenchnient Couiniittee are helpful to us and 
are acceptidde to us, we will aciept the recommendations, if the budget 

«eeordaiice with them; otherwise we mav reject or 

cut out the demands*? in the budget. 

A.s till, at any rate as Hie •‘transferred " departments are con.'erned 
.1 strikes me that Maulvi A. K. Eaid-ul Ha., has been verv vehement in 
. enoum ing the re.'ommendntious of the Committee; and ‘as „ .separate 
day IS g,.iiig to bo fixed, or at any rate has la-en pmposed to be fixed 
for the discussion of the matter, I ,1„ not think that the other side of 
the question need he disemssed to-day. But it should not be thought 
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thai iny friend, Maulvi A. K. Faal-ul Haq, scores a point by vehe- 
mently attacking the recoiiinieiidations of the Coniinillee which have 
been made after deliberate consideration. 

Rabu Indu IJhushaii Diitta has very ably referred to the omission 
of the Committee to publish the evidence and the memoranda^ which 
were submitted to them. If they were annexed to the report, tliey would 
have added weight and dignity to it, lMM‘au>e that \uiuld Iiave shown 
what so many of our publit^ men as well as the departmental heads of 
Uovernmont thought about tlie (juestion of retrenchment. 1 beg to sul>- 
mit that on a (luestion which concerns the interests of the public so 
vitally, the evidence should be made public, and 1 also think that there 
is still time for (lovernment to do so. If this is done, the public will 
not be a])le to say that tbey are the recommendations of a few people — 
A, H, C, 1), etc. — wlio constituted tba Retrenchment (aunmittee, but 
they would know that they were the recommendations of heads of depart- 
ments and <d‘ pul)li<‘ men who were sufHeieiitly ae^iiminted with “fac ts.” 
No one could say that the rec'ommendations were not satisfactory 
because the personnel <»f the Comnntlee', was not to their liking, and 
take exception to them; cm the c'ontrary, they weie lacsed on tlie evi- 
denc'c of heads of departments or memoranda suhiniltcHl hy them. Be- 
fore a foi’iiial disc'ussion on the report takes place in this House, we 
hope to see the c‘\ ideiict' printtj and published. 1 do not know, how- 
ever, if it will still he tieated as confidential, and it my suggestions will 
at all he accepted, hut I am confident, Sir^ that the jcublication will 
add greatly to the weight of the leiund. 

I may submit, Sir, that Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul lla(| sliould not have 
had (he boldness to dec lare tliat the mere retention ot tlie posts of inspec- 
tors for Muhammadan education was very necessary in the iiiten^sts of 
Muhammadan education. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: I am not [irepared to dis- 
euMs the details of the report to-day. I will only sui)|M)rt (he resolu- 
tion as its plain English meaning seems to indicate, viz., that a day 
l)e set apart for the disc ussion of the report. I c annot evcui find fault 
wdth the loport, as lias been done by the previous speakers. It is a uni- 
que event in the annals of our political history that n report of sucdi 
far-reaching consequences has received the unanimous support of men 
like Mr. Mallik and Sir Rajeiulra Nath Mukharji on the om^ hand and 
Sir Cam})l)ell Rhodes and Mr. Spry on the other. This fact is sufficient 
for me to support the report. We have c-ried ourselves hoarse over 
retrenchment; hut we ourselves seldom pointed out definitely the lines 
on w^hich action could he taken. Now, Sir, when a Imdy of eomj>ete.nl 
men have come forward with definite suggestions, I think it most ungra- 
cious on our part — because, we happen to represent special interests or 
a special class of in tenants — to characterize the report as mischievous, 
monstrous, and absurd. I do not know what could he more mischievous, 
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raoriMtimiH, [itkI absurd than tliis frame of mind of any member of thii 
Oiunril. For niyscdf, 1 welcome the report and offer my gratitude, 
my sin(*er(\st ^nafitude, to the ineniberH of the Committee for the prompt 
nesH and tboToughness with which theyt have prepared their report, 
Mr. lias himself said that the members of the (Umimittee arc 

not infallible. It is sufficient to convince me of their sincerity. W< 
must do one of two t hi njrs— either pass the official demands and sanc- 
tion d’axation Hills whenever they are made, and go on in the old way 
securing favours for our sons and sons-in-law, or always oppose Taxatior 
lITlls i„Ml tl i(‘ extravagance of the (lovernment and sup])ort letrenchmentt 
in wdiatever ‘'liape they are possible. I do not believe in opposing the 
(lovcinmcnt onl> as a sort of pastime and to secure fame. If I oppose 
extravagance, T mean it sincerely and seriously, and I am even preparet 
to suffer, if need be, to put a stop to extravagance. Surely, I cannot 
oppos(‘ rcirtMiclimenl merely because, it affects my near and dear ones. 

Dr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEA: The resolution under consider 
atifui demands tliat a full dis( ussion of the re|>ort of the Bengal Retrench- 
iJKUil Committ(‘e should take pla(*e in tlie Council beforo any of it^ 
rec<unm(MMlal ions are given effect to. Sir, to my mind nothing can lu 
more reasonjible than this demand. We all want retrencliment , but 
ret renclmKMit should be in tlio proper directions and on jiiopcr lines, 
Idicrcforc, I suluiiit that this (’ouncil should, witlmiit iurtliei' debate, 
giv(‘ its unanimous sufijxu't to this resolution. 

Professor $• Ci MUKHERJI: I had no intention of making an\ 
ol»s(‘rvat ion I his afternoon, hut after liearing Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Ha([, 
1 f(*c‘l I hat I should b(‘ wanting^ in mv duty if I w(‘re simjdy to remaii 
a silent listener. "When Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Ha(|, characterized the 
rocommendatious of tho Retienclimeni Committee us misi-hievous, mon- 
striuiN, end absurd, 1 telt certain that there must 1 h‘ something realiv 
valuable in the rc[M>rt, b(‘cause nothing but l(M)king at tlie (|uestion from 
a discoloUK'd aiigh' (d’ visioircould ha\t' elicited such an absurd and swt'>e}> 
ing assen t ion. A wry (Uirsory glance at the re|H)rt leavo.s no doubt that, 
lioweMM much \\(‘ may differ from some of the recommendations of thif 
(’oinmittec, it has gone into the matter with a great deal of rare and tho 
rough m*ss. Om* chapter alone (Chapter XX), dealing with tlu*. ver> 
imfxutant ejuesfion of ch‘^olution, shows that file consideration of a diffi- 
cult a ml 'delicate juobleun ba.s been taken in band with a great deal of con- 
sideu’etl judg’-ment. It is usedess to say that things have Ikhmi done in a 
thougdilless fashion. For the last two year.s during the budget discus- 
sion we have cried ourselves hoarse and demanded retrenchment in 
every department and in every possible way; and when the Government 
was ohligtul to appoint a Retrenchment Committee to go into the matter, 
to discard their rewmmendalions, to ignore them, and to set them at 
naught by simply saying that they are mischievous, monstrous, and 
absurd sfioVs an utter luck of judgment and discretion. 
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I am vpry gratoful to Babti Indu lUiuslian Diitta for bringing this 
resolution before the House, asking that a day be set apart for a full- 
dress debate on this very important matter, so that the (rovernment may 
have the eonsidered judgment of this Couueil. 

Babtl NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: I might iM^gin by joining 
hands with Mr. Indu Bhushati Dutta and Kumar Shih Shekharaswar 
Hay and others in the reijuest that a day 1 h' set apart f(u* a full diseus- 
sion of this very imjKutant (luesiion. (’omiiig to the rei)ort il^self, I 
may say that, taking the re|>ort as a whole, it is a splendid document. 
But it aj)i>ears to me that dithi ulties will begin when some recommenda- 
tions are aict'jited and some rejected. I am not now in a 'jK^sition to 
go into the details. I have not yet read the Iniok, but I have swui a 
summary of the reinut in the pa|x*rs. -One thing, Iniwever, is forgotten 
by memheis of this (’ouncil. The situation is a situation of ch(K)sing 
between two alternatives, viz., either we must have fresh taxation, or 
we must retreneh; either we must imjKise further taxes on th(‘ jioor 
|KH)ple of Bengal, who hav4‘ already Wn overburdened with taxes, or 
we must have some jKists ubolislied. I would (’ommend this asjH'ct of 
the (piestion to the consideration of the memlx'rs of ilie t/ouncil, 1ml 
1 am now not in a jkisition to go into further details. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA81MUDDIN AHMED: The resolution 
lK*fore th(‘ JIou.s(* is that a day should he set ajiart for tln^ discussion of 
the reixirt of th(‘ lU^t re lu’h merit ('ommitUH‘. It would Ix' well if the 
members of the (Council re.served their remarks for that day, hut it so 
liapjKUKMl that some of the memlxus, including the mov(‘r himself, have 
taken to dealing w'ith the i'e|K)i*t, and others have also followed him, 
passing remarks according to tludr own choice*. Almost all the* memhers 
have (*ried in this direction and pas.sed some iinfavonrabh* I'emarks and 
criticisms iifxm the n‘C()mm(*rKlatioiis in the rejxirt in as hitl(‘r a way as 
jx)ssih]<*. I do not like* to go into details, hut I Himjdy say that the 
recomiiieiidatioiis are ceine'eived in a manner whn li justifi(*H me)Ht of the 
remarks made by Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul Haej. 

That the reeommendatiems will have an injuriems effee t ujxin the 
Muhammadan roinmiiiiity there cannot Im* any deiubt. You know ve*ry 
well that at the iK^ginning of the British administration in India the 
Muhammadans fought shy eif Engli.sh eelueation. I’hen’ did not avail 
themselves of the large amount eif momyv which the (Government was 
sijending for the spread eif Engli.sh educatiein. Tt is onlv in reexmt 
years that the Muhammadans have taken to Plnglish education; is it 
desirable that at the very moment w'hen they have come into (he field 
they should l>e denied the l)eT)efits which have long been enjoyed by 
other communities in regard to education? 

In this province, there are more than 55 per rent. Muhammadans, 
and it is they who constitute the majority of the taxpayers. The rate 

* 2.'U 
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of intereHt, us is well ktiown to us, wan very high here, being ae high 
oa 75 i)er ceut. tir cent, jier cent., but since the introduction of the 
Co-oiKMutive Oejxirtment the rate of interest has been lowered, and if 
tbe Co-of)erative Deiwrtrnent did not do any goml, it has at least done 
this yeoman’s service, that it has lowered the rate of interest, and this 
is the only (le]>artinent which can bring salvation to the poor cultivators 
of this {'ountry. ’i’lkose who are rich lend out their money to the poor 
folk, extoit a high interest from month to month and from year to year, 
and lead a liap[)y and merry life. But wiio cares for the iK)or raiyats, 
who are practically toiling <lay and night to earn a handful of grain for 
their sustenance, and who are in the elutches of their mahajansP It 
is the (^>-ojH‘rative l)ei)artment, which has, to a great extent, delivered 
them from the giusp of the mone\ -lenders. Besides, if the Co-opera- 
tive Department ean secure a lessening in the rate of interest, I am 
sure that jH'ople having money will look to some other field to invest 
their money in, as, for instance, industries and other pursuits. 

Take the Agriculture Department. What is the recommendation of 
the Retrenchment Committee with regard to demonstration? Whereas 
last y<‘ar we [»asse(l u resolution for an increase^ in the number of 
demonslrators, the ('ommitlw have recommended a reduction. With- 
out demonstrators, what could the De|Kirtment of Agriculture do? Who 
would demonstrate the (pialities of a particular seed? Who would 
demonstrate for wliut particular seed a particular land was suitable? 
Or who would conduct propjiganda work or si>read agricultural know- 
ledge amoTig the cultivators? Olkviously demonstiators are required 
for these functioiis; we wanted bread, and you gave us stone. 

With regard to sanitation and other de|>jirtmenis, we may not be 
unanimous as to the utility of tlie healtli officers and other employed 
by them; but one thing cannot he denied, that they are doing useful 
work in combating the ravages of malaria, cholera, and other fell 
diseases to which liundreds j^nd thousands of our counti^mcn fall 
victims. I cannot think that such a dejKirtment should l)o abolished 
and |H‘ople should he left to shift for themselves. When the state of 
education is so very low among us — out 'of a hundred, ninety-five are 
illiterate — 1 think we must go from door to door and carry on propa- 
jfanda work among them on subjects of health and hygiene, and for 
that purjwse we will re(iuire the agencies of various Government de|>ari- 
meuts. 

The Committee .say that the Co-o|K‘rative Defiartment i.s invaluable, 

• but in the 'ikoxt breath they ]>roiKise the alkolition of the inspectors. 
What for? Because they think that it is necessary that the people 
should make their own arrangements. They forget that in this coun- 
try the activities of the ordinary pet^ple ai’e looked upon with a different 
eye than in the case of Government activities. People look up to Gov*, 
emnient as the l>eneficient authority in all cases, and they look to their 
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supervision as a sort of guarantee for their investment. The Committee 
gay that even if (loverunient suiKTvision is withdrawn, dept)sitors will 
Come forward with their money to the banks. I do not believe that 
they will. No sooner are the insix'ctors taken away, than i)eojde will 
begin to susjMict the success of the deixirtnient. The Committee failed 
to notice one very imjKutant thing — the fundamental diffeRUiee between 
a co-oiHjmiive bunk and an ordinary bank. Oi t‘ouisc there are many 
Iwinks, many private hanks, whi(‘h are (jiiite sutlicient for imrp>8es of 
lending money; but they lend money on the security of \aliiahle immove- 
able projvrties which, in the case of the i>oor cultivators, are absent; 
but what do the co-o|H*rative hanks do? They simply lend out on 
p(^rsonal crinlit. ('onstant siijvrvision on these banks mu‘^t Ik' main- 
tainetl by the Co-ojxnutive Ih'iKirtment ; otherwist^ the iX'Oph^ will feel 
that there is no guarantee for their money, ('cnfral i)anks will not 
lend out to the cultivators; the cultivator< will have mr credit and 
|K)ssihly th(‘ir dues will remain iini(‘alized. 

I do not like to go further into the lejxut at present. 

T agree that it is dc'sirable that a day should 1h‘ scM a|>;irt t<» dwil 
with the r(M’oninii‘iHhit ions of tlie ('ommitUu* and submit detinite iccom- 
mendations as to what part of tin* n‘iKut 'should Ik‘ accepted and what 
should Iki rejected. 

Rai JOCENORA CHUNOER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 beg to Hup]M>rt 

this resolution. The recommendations of tlie Ketrenchimuit CommititH^ 
are of so revolutionary a (*haracU‘r, that one rulw his ey(‘s to assure 
himself if he has read aright what he sees in the report before liim. 

Let us take one instance. Ruihts do lakhs has Ikmmi proiKwed to 
be reduced from the Ediication Department. Alnn)st all tlu* (lovern- 
ment colleges and zilla schools are proposed to Ih‘ abolished. Sir, 1 give 
clear notice to the (bmmiment and to the (Nuincil tliat if these l>arti- 
culur pr()ix)sals — the abolition of (fovernmciit colleges and schools — «ire 
given effe(‘t to, and if any substantial reduction is made from tlie 
Education grant, I shall resign and take* this matter to the vote of the 
great educated community and they will give a vott* which, J know', W'ill 
not lie pleasant to the memlH'rs of the Heireiiclimenl (’oinni iite(‘ and 
the Covernmeni, should the latter adopt their recommendation in this 
direction. 

The Committee have proi>osed to reduce the salaries of judicial 
officers and also their niiniher. This ‘-urely I di<l not cx()c*ci from 
gentlemen of our nationality. Some of them* gentleinen added Us. bO 
lakhs a year to our financial ohligatioiis by giving additional salaries 
to the men connected wdth civil courts — m<*n, who could, as one of the 
memliens told me, work without any salari(*s if necessary! 

The Agriculture Defiartmeiit, the Fishery I)c^i«irtment, and other 
departments are proposed to be iwactically abolished. An aitem]»t was 
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made last year in this Council to do the same by means of a resolution. 
1 had my {Kirt in defeating it and it was defeated by an overwhelming 
nuinl)er of votes, and an attempt has again been made now to do so by 
the Retrenchment C\»mmittee; but I ho|)e, Sir, that the House will not 
acc^})t it. 

J am of opinioii that a day should be given to us to consider these 
matters in detail. I am soriT at the present moment I cannot say as 
to what part of the rejM)rt we should approve and what i>art we should 
not aj)provi5. I do hojje that (lovernmeiit will give the Council an 
opiw>rtunity of doing so. 

Mr. Villiers has, in his resjH‘ct for great men, omitted to consider 
that It'sser me!i also may do their duty tc tlndr (ouiiiry. Enthusiasm 
on the j>art of young men for great men is natural, but, Sii’, Ihto- 
worship may go too far. Mr. V'llliers does not seem to know that all 
tile (h'partimuits for the [niblic good have been built u]> by geneiations 
of Rritish statesuKOi and administrators. .Now, must o\ tlu'se depart- 
ments are juacticallv pro|>osed to be abolished. I shall lu* surjnistxl if 
any Englishman ap])i'ov(‘s of any such measure. 

1 must say Inue that it is the. Indian ollii'crs, botli IJitidu and 
Mnhammadans, who will sutler most if these recommendations are 
aeci'pi<*d. How many members of the lm]Hudal Services will sulVer? 
H is tlu* eilucated community which wall be hanb'st hit. 

Finally, 1 wish to ilraw the attrition of the Foum il toom^ lact, namely, 
that th(‘ CommitWe have propos(‘d a reduction in the numlH'r ot ^Ministers 
instead of pru[H»siiig a rtnluetion ii* tlndr salary. They made a simi- 
lar attmiipt ill this Council, and, though defeateil hy an ovei w helming 
vote, the) liavt^ done the sumo thing here. I'urthm' comment is 
unnecessary. When the day comes they will 1 m‘ i)roiK‘rly ('ritieized. 
A gnnit majoritv of the recommendations will lla^e to go, but we must 
have a sav in the mattei. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI; I do not ino}H^sc to take 
up niiieh time of the (hmnml by <liseus>ing the merits ami dements of 
the UeluMU’hmeiit Committee’s report at this stage. My only request 
is that the proj^osal to .set a]nirt a day for the discussion of the report 
by the Council be accepted. Every memU'r of this House is tally aware 
that the recommendations of tlie Retrenchment Committee have been 
agitating tin* public mind most, but we, the representatives of the jH^ople 
in this Council, have not jH'rformed our duty in this resjH'ct. It is, there- 
fore, only pro}H‘r that we should l>e given an opiK>rtunity of exjnessiug 
our oiiinion on these recommendations. The proiK>sals of the (’ommittee 
are very wide and far-reaching, and a dra.stic ndrenchment has been 
proj>oseil. There is no doubt that retrenchment is necessary, but we 
should see wlietber we should accept the Committee’s recommendations 
in their entiiety,'or take exception to them, or whether we should make 
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further suggestions on the subject. In that view, I think that (tovern- 
ment should not opjjose the resolution; let us, witliout a single dissen- 
tient voice, apix*al to the proj)er authorities, to tix a date on which we 
might exjuess our views ujk)!! the recommendations ot‘ the I’oinuiitttH*. 
This course was adopted when the Keforms schenu* was introducecl, and, 
OvS far as 1 remember, the ('oumdl resolve<l itself into a <'(unmittee of 
non-ofRciul memlHos and they were allowed to exjuvss tlieir opinion on 
the whole subject. Similarly, the Ketrenchment Commit lee's rejiort 
is, to my mind, anoth(‘r Keforms sclieme. There arc Ncry imjHUtani 
pro|wsals in it. Tak<', for insCince, the devolution of tinam ial jhjwcis; 
I will not say now in what res]H‘ct it is good or in what res|K‘ct it iN 
dangerous, but I (an only say this, that it is a very imjKU'lant (pn^s- 
tion and ujHin that it is essential that the (\mncil should I'xpnvss its 
views, 'rhere are many namminemlatioiis of tlial soil, iijhui wliich vv(‘ 
should be allowt'd to express our vit‘ws. 

With tlies(‘ words, I support the resolution of my friend, Halm Indu 
Bhushan Diiita. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: 1 rise to suj)jK)ri I lie r(‘solu1 ion before 
the House. M_\ friend, Kumar Shib Sh(*klmi(‘s\\ar h*a\ , lias praised the 
Ketreneliment Committee for all they have dom*. I do the same, and 
a('kn()\\ b‘(lg(‘ the great pains theN have taken; but 1 find that some of 
their conclusions placed l)efore the ('oiineil are wrong and un warranted. 
I am afraid that while in some of tlieii recommendations liie Hetreneh- 
ment Committ(‘(‘ are very timid, they are very, very bold and vmy hard 
so far as the (piestion of Muhammadan education is concciitcd. li 
is the teeling of mv community tliat if tlndr rceomimuidations ari' 
aeeept(*(l, it will siiell disaster to the jirogress of the Muhammadan 
community. AVe have advanced in English edneation, but, still we are 
far behind the other communities. The cuts projxi.sed by tlu' Hctreneh- 
ment (Vimmittei* are opiwxsed to our interests, ami will not allow the 
Muhammadan coniinnnity to go forwaid, but will retard ihcii ju ogress 
to a very great extent. I am afraid the e<im|x)Kition of the Committee 
is resiwnsible to the greatest {Kjssible extent for this. The (lovciiiimuit 
was not pleased to see its way to have some om* on the C<»mmitf<*e who 
could voice the sentiments of the Muhammadan community, and for 
this the Committee is not to blame; it is the (lovrunment , which, 
|)erliaps, thinks that the Aluhammadan community d(M*s not exist. 
Now, in order to sift all these matters, it seems necessary tliat n day 
should l>e set apart for considering tlie recommendations of tin* (Vmi- 
mittee, and so I formally supi^rt the resolution of my fiaVml, Balm Indu 
Bhushan Dutta. 

Mft RAIAUR RAHMAN KHAN: R w’as owing to the demands 
of this Council that a Retrenchment Committee was apixunted, and its 
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recouimeiidatioDtt are now before uh. All I can say is that the Com- 
mittee have tried their best honestly and industriously to go through 
the evidence put before them, and to give us recommendations, work- 
ing ori' which, it is hoiied, we shall l)e able to make an effective retrench- 
ment. Jiut at the same time the report of the Committee is so striking 
and in ail its l>eariBgs it goes back on tlie whole ]X)licy which has been 
atJopted, that it is necessary that a day should be set ai)art to discuss 
che jH’inciples involved, if the recommendations of the Committee are 
to be accepted. 

There is the (piestion of the Indianization of the Services. I do not 
think the (Committee had much time to go thoroughly into this ques- 
tion, but so far as it has gom‘, if tlieir n^commendations are aci'epted, 
in future we shall have to acc(‘pt the provincialization of the Services. 
On all tliese u(‘cou]its, and also as regards the devolution of the iK)wers 
of Oovernmeiii to local bodies, it is necessary that a day should be set 
aptiit for the discussion of tliese subjects. Then, as regards the (pies- 
tion of the dismissal of a laigt* numl)i‘r of men from the Sm vices, if the 
Eeforms un‘‘ going to be a success, if they are not g^oing to be a souico 
of disconteiil in the (‘ountrv, we must also consider the cas«‘s of the 
men wh(> are going to be dismissed. When they entered the Servic^es, 
they did so with implicit confidence that those Servi(‘es woubl allow 
them facilities to go on to the end of their career, and it we arc going 
to disturb that ronfideiUT, we must try ti> understand the bearing that 
this will have on the country. 

TheTi, as regards the (jiiestion of Muhammadan representation; this 
has Ikmmi put with some foice by my friend, Maulvi A. K. Ka/.i-ul Hivq; 
this has been very badly treated in the nqxirt, 1 do not say with my 
friend, Maulvi A. K. Kazl-«l ilaii, miscdiievously and wantonly,” but 
very badly. 1 think if there had Wen a Muliammadan representative 
on the Committee, these most prejKKsterous re.solutious whieh have been 
put in the rejHut would not have found a place there. If effect lias to 
W given to tiu* reconunendutions, it is the Muhammadans wdio wall 
suffer most; therefore I think that a da\ should W set apart for the 
diseussiiui of this rejKnt, and, on Indialf of the Muhammadan com- 
munity, 1 beg to submit that they think that the recommendations will 
affect them very badly. Tlieir case should lie sjiecially considered and 
the strength of Muhammadans in the various Services should not in 
anv way be lessened, if the recommendations are given effect to. 

With these wairds, 1 sup|K)rt the resolution In^fore the House. 

Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: As regards the.s e recommendations, I 
cannot bnt make some remarks. The reimrt, on the whole, goes to meet 
the denning of the public, for w'hich we have been mying ever since the 
iiiHUguri tiun of the Reformed Council. -The report has shown ns the 
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way how to retrenoh the expenditure of Government, hut at the same 
time I cannot but remark that with the idea of retrenching the expendi- 
ture of Government, it has gone tix) far in certain reH|x*cts, and I, as a 
Muhammadan, wish to {mint out to you the point relating particularly to 
Muhammadan education. My friend, Khan IJahadur Maulvi Wasiiuuddin 
Ahmed, has told us this, aftermHUi that the Muhammadans hav(‘ just 
crossed the threshold of English education, and are trying to educate 
their sons and daughters, and at this moment the Hetienchnient (’one 
mittee, to our great surprise, have recommended that the whole e<luca* 
tional problem sliould be transferred to the control of bwail bodies. 
I'hose who are actiuainted with local bodies know how tliey are working. 
In fa(!t, had it not been for the help of GovernnuMit, often thi'se bodies 
would not have been able to work at all. So I say in this Het reach men 1 
(^)mmittce’s re|)oi t , apart from the (piestion ot Muhammadan education, 
there are ceitain jiroblems which require the closest scrutiny befoK* tfiey 
are acciqited by (i<»veinment. l'hei«‘tore, 1 heaitily sujiport the res«du 
tion of my Iriend, Habu Indu Ilhushan Dutla, to set ajiait a <iav for tin 
discussion of tin* Itctiencliment (’ommittee’s report in this (’ouncil. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ delivered his speech in Bengali, a 
translation of which is as follows: — 

As every immiber of the fonncil is more or less saying something on 
the matter of the llelKuichment (aunmittec/s nquu t, I feel bound to follow 
in their footsteps in this diiection. It is very easy to say, but it i> 
difficult to perform. It is very easy to cast aspersions on others, but as 
the country is now on the verge of bankruptcy, if w(‘ want to retrenel. 
(‘XjHUnliture in unnec(‘s.sary directions, the blanit' is oiiis. And wi» do 
not find any other way out of this evil. • Just as a surgeon wants to save 
his patient fiom being se|)tic by operating a pait of the body which Ino 
become poisoned, the report of the Ket lenchment (’omniitt 4 *e in lijo 
manner seeks to save the country ircun ins<dv(‘ricv by cutting down certain 
expenditure under certain heads which have become obnoxious, ] (]• 
not for one single moment mean to say that the signatories of (he (’otri 
mittee’s report have been actuated by any sordid motive. There is a 
saying: “ To err is human.” If if 1 h*> so, how on earth can we sav that, 
the refMU’t is not free from misapprehension? Sir, it was suggested in 
this Hou.se some time ago to form a strong-er and larger committee. In 
particular, I would point out that not a .single Muhammadan sat on (Jo 
(Vmrmittee. My friend, Maulvi A. K. Eazl-ul Hatj, particularly dw'ell 
on this topic, and I also supported hinr when the matter was diseussed, 
but it was deemed unnecessary to raise any racial ((uestion. As a matter 
of fact, to my mind the appm'ntment of a Muhammadan W’as essential 
and the Committee ought to have bad a Muhanrmadan. Muck of these 
difficulties which have ari.sen at the 'irresent nronrent would have beer, 
otiviatod if such a lu'ojxrsal wan ucceptexi. I do not like to fake up tiie 
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time of the Council by entering into details, but I might say in conelu* 
siou that the interference with the ('alcutla Mudrus.sah is highly undesir- 
able. "J’he MadruHsah is a very old institution in Calcutta, and was, 
established during the lime of Warren Hastings. It has hitherto main- 
tained the dignity and prestige befitting its naliie, and I do not see wdiy 
the Committee* have laid tlieir axe on such a noble institution. Any w^ay, 
I think, Sir, it w’ould be fair and equitable if the Retrem hment Com- 
mittee's report is thoroughly discussed in this Council, and the member.'- 
are afforded every facility to have their say in matter of such vital 
importance. J, therefore, support the resolution of Habu Indu Hhushau 
Duttu with all the earnestness I can eomniand. 

Mauivi MUHAMMED MADA8SUR HUSSAIN: The recommenda- 
tions of the Retrenchment (Committee are so revolutionary in ehuraeter, 
so drastie in nature, so far-reaching in tlieir effeets, (hat it is the dut\ 
of the (^)uncil properly to eoiisider thmr effect upon the comiminity at 
large, and unless this is done, I think this Council will fail to exeici.st 
its functions. This resolution simply wants a day to be s(‘t ajiart for 
their diH(!Ussion in tlie Council. In view of the iinpoi tame of tin 
Huhjei^t 1 would think that a day is nothing. It w ill not at all he sufficient 
to discuss such an important suliject in a day. It will he sinijily iisel<*s> 
to t«*t apart one day for a subject of such far-reaching character. This 
-is not the time for discussing (he various recommemlat nms. We ma> 
reserve our remarks for future dlM iission. 1Io\m‘V(*i, I may only leinark 
that if the recommendations be aeetqited, it will be our duty to aboli.s), 
all the Ministries. 

With these few words, I beg to support (lie resolution. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. DONALD: It seems to me that there is some 
misapreheiisiori as to the effett of your ruling with refen'iiee to this 
resolution. As I umlerstaiid it, tlie only way in wliich a discussion on 
the report of the Retrenchment Committee is jierniissihle would be in 
cOiineetion with, and forming |)art of, the general discussion of the 
budget, and the resolution of Halm Indu Hhushau Diitta is therefore to 
the effect that tiio di.seussion of the budget should he before the middb 
of February; no oilier course is adniissilde, and I understand, Sir, thai 
is your ruling. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : That is the only course; as Mr. Donald will see, 
tho^tphraseology of Mr. Diitta’s resolution is to set apart a day. As 1 
have already pointed out, (he only way to effect that, if it is airepted, 
W’ould he to ask His Excellency to put forward the dates for the discus- 
sion of the budget ; that is (he only way to give effect to it. 

Tho Mr. J. DONALD: Three days have been fixed for the 

discussion of Ifie budget, the 2(>th, 2Tth and 28th. If this resolution is 
accepted, E is Excellency w ould have to In* asked to alter these dates am 
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to fix some other dates previous to the iiiiddle of February for the discus- 
siou of the budg’et. Tliat would mean that the budget would have to be 
presented at the end of January or the be^innin^ of February. Hut thi^ 
is absolutely imjKKssible. It is physically iini>ossible. Ihe Finance 
" Department has to wait till (ertain dates to obtain ti^^ures of income aiK. 
expenditure in the current year, and for the prejiai'al ion of the fi^^ure^ 
for the next }ear, and until these figures are obtained, the budget can 
not be presented to the Council. Apart from this, we could not pos,sibI\ 
be ready w’ith the budget before the middle of February. It has to lui 
printe<l, the financial statement has to 1 h' prejKired ami printed, and it 
is physically impossible to tlo this before tin* middle of F(*biuarv. 

We cannot have the budget ready before the l!)th February, the day 
already fix(*d f(»r the presentation of the budget, and allowing the 
necessary interval, the di.scussion cannot ctmu* on before tlw* days fixed, 
viz., the :.^()th, ::;?7th and l^Hth February. Within th(*se thiee days 
members w ill have an opjiorlunity of giving full V(‘nt to tiieir viewh on the 
juoposals of (lie ('ommitt»‘e. It is therefore iirijxjssible for us to accept 
the resolution. The budget discussion cannot be advanced to any (‘ailiei 
date. 

Members will peihaps be interested to know what is being tlone with 
the report. We got it only the other <lay and it is rec(‘i\ing our « areful 
and urgent consideration. As Habu Indu Hhushan Dutta ha*- sta((*d, it 
has creat(‘d much ex» iteiiient, it has been abused in parts, it has b(*en 
jiraised in parts, and you must recognize that (io\ eminent must take 
some time befVne they ( an come to a (hn ision on tin* \arious ri*comm(*nda- 
tions, it will talvi* some time to eairy out many of tin* ii‘commendati(mN 
even if they an* ac( ejited. For (*.\ample, when* jiosts will lx* alx)lisln*d we 
may not be abb* to discharge the officers at once. In other matters, tlie 
local (lovcrnmciit may not themselves lx* eomjietent to pass final onbus. 
Ihe orders of the (lovernnieiit of India or the Secretary of State may 
be re(|uired. It will take some time before effect can be given to many 
of the recoininendatioiis. I can assure the House that the rejiort is not 
being shelved. We in the Finanee Department will s(x* to it that it is 
not shelved. Every recommendation is lH*ing <*xamiiied very (■ai<‘fu]ly. 
Each recommendation will be decided upon by (iovernm(*nt, and this 
Council may rest assured that as eac-h rec'ommendat ion is accepted in 
whole or in part by (loverriment, the Finanee Dejiartment will jness foi 
immediate effect being given to that particular recjmimendation without 
waiting for decision.s on other recommendations, so that savings may lx 
effected as soon as possible in every possible direction. 

That in the position; wo mu.st have time to consider this rejmrt, and 
we cannot at the moment say how^ far or to what extent we may or may 
not accept these re('ommendutions. There will be ample op}K>rt unity 
for discussing these recommendations af the time the budget comes up 
for discussion on the 26th, 27th and 28th. It is physically impossible 
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for ti« to alter those dates and to fix another day for the discussion of the 
report, and I must therefore oppose the resolution. 

B^U INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I am surprised to hear 
Mr. Donald’s remark that it is physically impossible to have a dis- 
cussion on this report before the dates fixe<l tor the discussion of the 
budfret. 1 do not se(? ho\v ; if tin* bu<]jj[ct is presented on the 
Ibth Febnniry, sundv when the Council will discuss the Calcutta 
Municipal Hill and other matters, liis Excellency might b<^ approached 
to fix either the Idth or 14th oi! Febniury for the discussion of this imjior- 
tant matter. 

44iere is absf)lutely no reason why this matter should not be dis- 
cussed before the budget is presented on the 19th before the Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It so happens, as I said some time ago, that 
certain dates are allotted by statute upon which the Council is at 
liberty to discuss the budget as a whole or any (|iiestion of principle 
involved in the budget. Tlie reis)rt of the Ketr(‘nchment (k)ininittee 
is obviously a question of principle involved in the budget, and there- 
fore it can otdy 1 x 3 taken up in the course of the general discussion 
of the Imdget, What the member is endeavouring to do is to i»ersuade 
the (lovernnient to ask His Excellency to put forward the days for 
tlu* discussion of the budget to an earliei’ ilate in the middle of b'ebiuary. 
The iMnance Minn her has said that that cannot be dime, and that is an 
end of the matter. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: With all due deferemv to your 
ruling, Sir, it apinsirs that it is rather unfoit unate that this cannot 
be done 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: There is nothing unfortunate in that, Indu 
Halm; you have had a full ojiportunity for discussing the report, and 
you will obtain a further op|K>rtunity fvf discussing it on the three days 
fixed for the discussion of the budget. Therefore, instead of one 
op|H>rtunity, you are having another, that is to-day. 

Babir INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: From the nature of the discus- 
sion that has taken place this afternoon, I must confess that this 
discussion, has not In'en of much value at all. From the wording of 
my resolution, it will apjiear that we have not come here to 
discuss the rtvommendations to-day; theivfore I do not attach any 
real imi>ortance to to-day’s discussion; we want that in addition to the 
discussion of the Imdget for three days, we should have another day 
set a|>art for the discussion of the reixnd, and I hope it will be 
{x>ssible for (Government to accede to my request. In that view, I 
beg to press my resolution for the aet^eptance of the House. 

The notion was then put and agreed to. ' 
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Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I to a point of 
ord^rP I want to know whether the “Ayes” will really have it. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Whether effeet will Ih' given to (his reso- 
lution does not rest with me, Mr. Mallik; hut the fact remains that 
the “Ayes” have it, so far as the ae(‘eptam’e of the resolution by 
the House is concerned. 

Elections to distriot boards, etc. 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: I move that tins (louneil 
reeomujends to the Government (hat in elections to district boards, 
local boards, union boards, and municipalities, the system' of direct 
election by ballot In* immediately introdiKani. 

My resolution is a very simple one, Jind there is not much to be 
said, do my mind, the system of election which is not diit*cl and by 
Imllot is no election at all. I ihmmI not elalxuate the {Hunt, The prin- 
ciple underlying my resolution has Imhmj (‘xtemhal to municipaliti(‘s, and 
I am sui e it will Ix' ext(‘n(led to cha t ions to oIIkm’ bn al bodii^s as well, 
such as district boards, local boards, and uf>i(ui Inyards. What 1 ])iesH 
for is this, that the juinciple be. (unbodied in th(‘ short Act that is going 
to be introduced. 

With these f(*w words, I mo\(* my n'solution for tin* a('c(‘ptanco 
of the House. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. 8. W. Goode): The resolution has not 
lx»en argu(‘d at any great length, ami I in*(‘d only sav that while 
Government iwognizc' that .sonn* eliange in tin; pnvsenl system of 
election to l<K‘al Ixxlies may s(K)n be n(‘(*<‘ssarv, we an^ not satisfied 
(hat it is opiK)itune at tin* piv.stmt moment to introduce so wide u 
change. 

Babu Nirode Beliary Mulliek is, I think, aware that Government 
are at prewnt jireiwiring a small Bill foi (be ameinlnnud of tin* EokiiI 
Self-Government Act, and the (piestion of including in Unit Bill some 
changee in connection with the electoral system has been duly con- 
sidered, but Government are of opinion that it would not be advisalde 
at the iwesent moment in what is a piec(' of ennwgf'iit b^gislatioTi to 
attempt to introdu(‘e so imfxntant a ehaiig’e of priiieii>le. The sub- 
stitution of a system of direct el(*ction by ballot fc^r the present 
system of election to the district board would involve the alxdition 
of the district board, and although (be Minister in charge of T^oral 
Self-Government is personally of opinion that the time will shortly 
^come when local bodies must l>e abolished, he is not prepared to take 
up this question immediately. I can, therefore, merely reply that 
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while Government realize that there is much to be said for tl 
present proposal, we are unable to accept it now since it cannot I 
piven effect to without new lej^islation, and since we are not prepare 
in copnection with a short emergent Bill to make important const: 
tutional changes. I must, therefore, on behalf of Government, oppos 
this resolution. 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: The reply that has bee 
given to 1b(» projKisal of my resoluiion is so vague that it is nc 
possible for me to add anylhing to what I have already suggester 
I would like the Government to realize the importance of the syster 
of direct election to district boards, local boards, and union board 
by ballot. 1 know that this change will involve a question of prin 
ciple, but then, if we have any respect for representative govern 
ment, we cannot but accept the system. The (piestion underlying m^ 
resolution was tliis: are we or are we not in favour of making a rea 
representative institution in this land? That is the question a 
issue, and I hojie that at some future date Government will taki 
this into consideration. 

I do not wish to press this resolution now, but I would like th< 
Government to devote some thought and consideration on this parti 
ciilar (juestion. With these w^ords, I withdraw tln^ rc^soliil ion. 

^Jdie motion was then, by leave of the Gouncil, withdrawn. 

Pay c(f ministerial officers. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: T mov(' tliat tills (’ouiu'il riMimi 
mends to the Governimmt that the rules for the revision of salaries o 
minist<‘rial ofH{*ers based on Government Hesolution No. 1()27SF., dater 
tiu' 17th duly, 1922, a.s interpretivl by subse(|uent n'solution, Ik‘ rei'on- 
sidered, so as to remove the hardships that have arisen from the a|>pli- 
cation of tlu' said rules in actual practihe. 

The re.Hidution which stands in my name conciuns the application 
of certain prim ijdes which have been adopted by Government In ]>ur- 
suance the recommendations of the committee apjxiinted to make 
rei'ommendations for the revision of |>ay of the ministerial officers. I 
do not wish to go fully into the details, because I would like to have 
the advantage of what Government has got to say in this matter. A.s 
a mntt(*r of jiractical working, I have found that an officer who has 
put in, say, about 20 years’ service has l>een practically put in the 
same ]>osition as an officer with only about eight or nine years^ service. 
This is by re;vson of the fact that in calculating an officer’s place in 
the cadie a certain numlnM’ of years of service has been cut down and 
he iK'gins practically at a certain jx^riod in the service as if the previous 
service of the officer concerned has been wiped out. Then again, 
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according <0 nilefi a certain officer cannot go lH\vond the maximum of 
Rs. 84. This has ( aused a great deal of hiirdshi|>H to certain officers, 
and these oHicins, with jierhaps 15 or 16 years’ service, will not l)e able 
to reach the iniixiiinim. 1 do not know what (b>v(‘rninent proimsc to 
do in this matter, hut in my opinion the o|)eration of this rule should 
be reconsidered, so that cus<*s of real hardship may not (K’cur. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA : T m(»ve that this (\)uncil n'coin- 
mends to the (Tovernment that the following restrictions contained Tn 
the (Jovernment Resolutions No. 10‘J7HF., dated the 17th July, 1022, 
No. 10()46F., dated the 27th July, 1022, and No. 1210t)l*\, dated th^^ 
25th August, 1022, regarding the revision of pay of the ministerial 
offic’ers of lleiigal, he withdrawn to the fidlowing (*xt<*nt, viz , with- 
drawal of — 

{(t) (lie jKMcentage limitations impo.sed on tin* revised pay {vide 
jiaragraph 5 (//) of Resolution No. 102781'., dated the 17th 
July, 1022); 

ih) the instruction that the incremental |>erio<l will 1 h‘ n*ckoned 
from tin* 1st Jaiiuarv, 1022, in the i*as(* of tixiMl pay (iw/fr 
jiaragraiih 8 of Resolution No. 121 06K., dated the 25(11 
August, 1022); and 

(r) th(' intiM’pretation of the term “corresjionding |MKst” to the 
effect that the posts of similar status mu.st 1 m^ in the same 
office irtdc paragraph 5 of file ulnm^ resolution). 

It is no new matter that 1 jilace before the (^mncil. Liust year, the 
rouTicil was asked by the (iovt'rnmerit to maki* recommendations on 
the r(‘|KU’t of the committee that had Im^cu a])]»ointed to consider the 
rc'vision of ]>a\ of the ministerial estjiblisliment of JiiMigal. This (V>un- 
cil ado})t(*d the minority re[)ort of my friend, Rai Mahendi.i (‘hamlra Mitra 
Rahadiir. The (rovernment, imstead of accepting the minority rejxirt, ac- 
(!epted the majority rejxirt sigiie<l by two l.t'.S. fiHicers. Th<‘ llon’ble 
Mr. Kerr (now Sir John Kerr) ga\e some as.suranci' ulwuit the comlition.s 
of service of those officer.s, who were adverwdy affected by the majority 
reiwyrt. Now, unfortunately, after the reimnimendation of the (Government 
of India, the Government of Rengal have made some further restrictions 
and the effect ha.s been disastrous to a large number of minis((*rial offi- 
cers. The resolution that I intend try bring forward InTore this (coun- 
cil is to minimize the difficulties that stand in the wav of llnvm* jKKirly 
paid ministerial officers. ()f course, I apprehend that the first objec- 
tion against my resolution will be our old friend, the hnancial diffi- 
culty. But, Sir, as Mr. Langford James said, the other day, I think 
we can overdo the financial Ixygey, When miui.sterial oiWvevn have to 
struggle for the liare iiece.ssities of life, it is cruelty t(y raise the finan- 
cial buglyear. There is no financial (fuestion in the case of the higher 
Services. The Retrenchment Committee dare not touch the Imperial 
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Services, and we ate going to have a Royal Commission to raise the 
)ay of the Imi>erial Servic^es — “Pour oil on oily heads/’ as the Bengali 
)roverb has it. 

I will now deal with the three points I have raised in my resolution 
lerially. 

(1) Perc-entage limitation. The majority rejv)rt of the Salaries 
Jommitte^ recommended that in the case of iipisn- division clerks only 
he immediate increase should 1 k^ limited to 50 per (‘ent. of the previous 
>ay. No limitation was pr(>j)osed for the lower division clerks {ride 
Kiragrajdi 15, i>age 92, of the report). The (piestion of a 50 i)er cent. 
Imitation in the case of ui)iH‘r division clerks wjis dis(aissed in this 
\>uncil in the S(‘j>t(‘ml)t*r session of 1921. The lloirhle Mr. Kerr in his 
ip(HM;h observed: “ We j>ro|K)s(‘ to accept the pro[K>sals which have }>een 
nade in several of the resolutions that we should not limit the immediate 
muease to 50 [hm* cent, of the previous ]>ay. ’riiis limitation is a com- 
Miratively recent innovation intnMluced by the (Government of India jn 
the case of certain r(*organization, but it works uneveidy and causes a 
^ood deal of heart-burning and dissatisfaction. As it dts*s not woik 
veil, we do not proiKKse to adopt it in the ctise of ministerial otiicers 
n Bengal.” Further on, he said that “the fourth j)ro]M>sal is, regaid- 
ng the limitation of immediate increases of ]>ay to 50 i>t'r ctMit. (lov- 
‘rnmeiit is prepared to accept the re.scdution, as wt* find that the limita- 
ion works unevenly and is causing considerable trouble ami dissatis- 
’actioii in other s**rvi(‘es” ( r/V/e Council Proceedings, Volume IV, jiages 
199 and 5(Sl, of the September session, l{t21). The (iovernment of 
[lengal in their Resolution No. 10278F., dated the ITth duly, 1922, sanc- 
ioning the revision of pay of the ministerial otiicers of Ihmgal, ha\<‘ 
)rescribed 40, dO and 20 i>er cent, limitations in case of all clerks f vide 
)aragrai»h 5 (A)!* * limitation has taken Ihe niinisterial 

>ffic(*rs unawares and has caused extreme hardship to them. It is really 
iurpiising how the (Iovernment could go back on their own pbslge. It 
s understtHnl that the (lovcrnnnuit od' India have suggested such limita- 
ions, but it was discretionaty with the (Government of Bengal to acc'epi 
he suggestion or not. Provision was made in the current year’s budget 
(> give full eflect to th(‘ recommendations of the majority report. It is 
dated in jraragraph 2 of the re.solution referred to alum*, that the 
Governor in (\ujncil has Ihh'U unable, esiH‘ciaJly in view of the pre.sent 
financial jxisition of the province, to adopt the minority reix)rt, as recom- 
tiiendtsl by the Legislative Couiuul, or to nccejd any scheme of revision 
tnort' costly than that outlined in the majority report. It is rather a 
tnysteiy us to why even the recommendations of the majority report 
liave iH'en curtailed in such an arbitrary manner, as the question of fin- 
ince did not stand in the way, so fur as the recommendations of the 
tnajority report are concerned. It is an irony of fate that where no 
inch restriction waa imj)osed in the case of the higher Services whoee 
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pay ban l)oen abnormally inoroa^od, with refi(»sj)et‘tivo effect inU> the 
bargain, it has beon thought tit to im|x>?*e tho rostrirtion in tlu* taw' 
of poor cb'rks on iinant ial grtmntls. This limilation has taktMi.awuy 
the advantag(» of the time-stale of pay and hard hit the el(»rks who are 
most needy and who form the bulk of the ministerial estalilishment . 
It has be<‘n well established that the living wage of a ministerial ofiit'er 
is miirh higher than the minimum sanetioned by (lovernment foi him. 
This has, however, Ikhmi explaimnl by Oovernment by reftaring /o> the 
advantage of time-scale pay. The restriction, however has deprivetl the 
poor clerks of the advantage. 

Besides, it has caused great anomaly, in that a clerk serving a long 
time win have to remain content with a j>ay eipial to that of a clerk of 
very short servi(‘e. This is an undesirable hardship whicdi will con- 
tinue throughout th(‘ service of the present incnmlient,* unless it is 
wdthdraw'n. 

Sii’, tlie injustice does not end here. 

(2) Tncnunental |s*riod. — The (io\ernment of Bengal in a subse- 
quent resolution, No. 12HH)b., dateil the ‘ibth August, Ut22, ImM' put 
another nvstriction 1(^ llie recommendation of the majoiity r<‘jK>i(. Ex- 
cept in the case ot a miiiist(*rial otlicer W'ho i.s alr<uid> on a progi’cssive 
or time-scale pay ^Tlie increnumtal jH*riiMl in all other cases will lx* 
rec'koiKxl fioni tlu' Ist January, 1022” {ndr paragrajdi d of the icsolu- 
tion). This is a novel innovation of the Finance Ikqiarlnient. Thanks 
to its author! In pait If), claii.si* (7), at pag(* l‘t of tlu^ niajoiity i(*poil, 
it is distinctly stated that “in calculating the date friun which futuri* 
increments should accrue, th(‘ date of entering the new scab's will not 
Ik? taken into consideration.” It has lieeii further illustrated at the 
bottom of that paragrajih at ]»age 14 that “if an officer comjdetes 2(1 
years’ service on 1st J>e< ember, J{12(1, and enters the new scale on the 
1st April, lfl21, it is necessary to decide whetlier the next inclement 
should fall due on 1st December, 11121, or 1st A])ril, Ifl22. We consiiler 
it should fall due on tin* Ist Ihvember, 1921.” This j)ro< edure has been 
followed in all other sei vices. It is difficult to understand \\h\ the 
recommendations of the (’omrnittiM' have been flouted in this arbitrary 
manner. In most cases, the iK>or clerks had to refund wmie |M)rtion of 
the few rujKKxs they had drawn on the authority of the first order of (lov- 
ernment. The incremental ireriiMl has lieeu rei'konerl in all other ser- 
vices from the date of entry in the service. 

But, Sir, there is still another axe wdiich has befallen the p<K>r clerks. 

(3) Interpretation of “correspniding i>ost.” — In paragraph 5 of 
Government Resolution No. 1219f)F., dated the 2bth August, 1922, it 
has been ruled that “a ixrst is said to coiTesjKind to another when it is 
of similar status in the same office. In no circumstances (ian a post 
in one office be held to coiTes|>ond to a jrost in another office." The 
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blow has been especially directed against the clerks of the Secretariat 
and heads of departments of the late Eastern Beiigal and Assam Gov- 
ernnrent and also against those wdio hud the misfortune of l)eing trans- 
ferred -from one office to another in the interest of the public seivice. 
The invidious distinction has caused great heart-burning amongst the 
unfortunate clerks who had the misfortune of l>eing transferred from 
one office to another. A clerk has to i)erform almost similar duties in 
all o(lic(*s. It might as well bo said that a member of the li»dian 
Civil Service or the Bengal Civil Service or of any other higher seixice 
who held a iK)st in (me district and was transfen ed to another dis- 
trict slnmld not have been allowed to count his ])ast s(‘rvices, as the 
posts did not (•orres|K)nd to one another. This ruling for the ebuks is 
certainly ungenerous and unjust. The framer of the ruling must l)e 
thank(*d for his sen.se of fine logic! Ii] sanctioning the levisioii ol pay 
us recommended in the majoritv leport, the Goveniment has jmt a sting 
to it. In paragraph \ of Govei nimuit Kc'solutioii N(k 1()‘2TS|-’,, <lat(Hl 
the 17tli July, 1!122, it has been .stated that “in the event (d a maltudal 
I'educlion in the cost of living, the rates of pay in fnic(‘ will c()m(‘ under 
furtlu*!' (‘onsidiMivtiou and will he liable to such Kaluct ion as ma\ aj)})ear 
m‘C(‘ssaiy in the interest of economical administration.” Need 1 say 
that no su(‘h condition was laid down in sanctioning the revision of 
pay of any other scuviee^ Should ther^ be a material naluction in the 
cost of living, would the increment, gi^m to the higher seivices, lie also 
reduced, pray ^ But tTie <|ueslion has not arisen now, and I n(H*d not 
dwell on the point any furtherat jmesent. 

I have point(‘d out alH)ve how unjust and ungenerous have b(‘en the 
restrict ions and ruling referred to in my re.solution, and hojH* that the 
Government will see its way to a(‘eept iny motion. 

AVitli these words, I ('ommend my .resolution to the uccepianco of 
the ITou.se. 

Here the (hmiicil adjounitHl for 15 nunutes. 

Adjournment. 

After the adjournment the Council met at 6 r.M., but as there w’as 
no (luorum, it was adjouined. till 3 r.M., on Tuesday, the 30th January, 
1923^ at the Town Jlall, Calcutta, 
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PfooMdings of tho Bengal Logislativo Council assomblod under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Counoil met in the Council (’hamher in the Town Hall, Cnlcutta, 
on Tuesday, the dOth January 1923, at 3 r.M. 

Present: 

The Hon’blft the Pre.sident iii the Chair, the four Hon'hle Members 
of the Executive Council, two Hon’ble Ministers (the Ilon’ble 
Sir Surentlra Nath Banerjea Iveiuj;^ absent), and 104 nominaWd and ‘ 
elected members. 


Starred Questions * 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Protective works of Pabna town. 

«XXXVIII. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will tho 
IJon’ble the Minister in charge of the DejKii tmeni of Tublic Works be 
pleased to state — 

(/) what lias I)eeji tlie extent of the damage to the protective works 
of PabTia town during tlie last flood season; 

(u) has the main river abandoned the I’abna liank this year; 

{ill) whether it has burned for itself a new channel on the south 
bank as foresliadowe<l in the sjK^ecli of the llon’ble the 
Minister on the r(‘solution mov(Ml in this (loniicil by Maiilvi 
Shah Abdur Kaiif on the 22nd February last; and 

(ir) w’hetlier there aie signs of the silting up of the channel of the 
river on the I'alma side^ 

{b) What steps are j)ro|K>sed to be taken by the I’ublin Works 
Deixutment to make good the damage already done to these works and 
what amount will be provided under “ Hepairs " in the current and 
next year’s budgets? 

(c) Have any orders Ijeen issued to the local officers to carry out 
necessary repairs? 

(d) If .so, what orders have been issue<l and what arrangements are 
being made for the purpose ? 

(e) Will the revetment be completely restored to its original state 
this year? If not, why not? 

(/) Are the Government considering -the desirability of undertaking 
extensions by at least a few hundred feet down the stream from the 
lower end and towards the east during the current year? 
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(/;) Is It a fact tkat some of the public buildings opposite the 
eastern extremity of the revetment lie exposed to the fury of the river? 

(h) If so, what stejis are the Government taking to counteract this? 

(i) Are the Government (‘onsidering the desirability of making pro* 
vision in the next year’s budget for undertaking the extensions of the 
protective works below the lower end? 

MINISTER in oiNirge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon’Me the Nawrab Saiyid Nawab AN Chaudhuri, Khan .Batiadui^: 

(a) (i) The damage has been considerable l>etween the chainages of 36*5 
and 45 and l)etwe<Mi (51 and (12 where tlie sausages have slipjx^d down. 

(ii) No. 

(Hi) This cannot be answered until the survey of the river bed is 
completed in January. 

(iv) Yes, in front of the steamer ghat. 

(h) The estimate for repairing tlie damage is under preparation. 
Ks. 1 2, ()()() is likely to Ik* sikuiI this year and a provisional demand of 
Rs. 20,000 has been made for 1023-24. 

(c) The estimate is under preiniration and the f)rders to carry out 
the reiniirs will be issued by the Superintending Engineer when the 
estimate is sanctioned. 

(d) The (luestion does not ari.se. 

(c) It will be rei>aired to the extent that the Sui>erintending Engi- 
neer may think necessary for the revetment to serve its i>iiri)ose. 

(/) The member is referred to the reply given to question No. IV, 
part (g), in the July Session of the Council, 1922. 

(g) No. 

(//) The question d(H»s not arise. 

(/) No. The member is refeiTed*to the speech in reply to a i-esolu- 
tion moved by Maulvi Shah Abdur Rauf at a meeting of this Council 
on 22nd February, 1922, in which the attitude of Government regarding 
the extension of this revetment ha.M been indicated. 

Grand Trunk Road from Howrah to Burdwan. 

«XXXIX. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Is 

the Hon’hle the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works 
aware that the Grand Trunk Road from Howrah to Burdwan is in such 
a condition as to need thorough repairs? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of passing 
necessani orders for taking up the repairing works at once and ^ 
providing a aum in th? year’s budget to meet the cost? 
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The Hoii’ble the Hawah SAiYiO NAWAB ALI CHAUOHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Government is informed that the road is in fair 
condition except for a few miles which require repairs. 

(h) ItejMiirs lo the metalled surface can only Ik* taken up during 
the rain.s. Such funds as may Ik? necessary to maintain the road in 
fair condition will be provided in next year's budget, bearing in mind 
the state of provincial finances. 

Mfi F. E, El VILLIERS: Will the Government lie pleased to state 
why, coiusidering the disgiaceful state of the Grand Trunk Road, so 
little repairing work was undertaken during the last rains instead of 
waiting for the coming ones'" 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC WORKS DEPART- 
MENT (Mr. G. G. Dey): Tlie reply to the question is fKuitained in tho 
lust sentence of the an.swer to (h), namely, that the work can only be 
taken up bearing in mind tin* state of provincial finances. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which wore laid on the table). 

Grant of Rs. 2,50,000 to Calcutta University. 

261. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in cliarge of tlie Deinirtment of Kdm’ution 1 h* pleased to state 
w^hy tlie sum of R^. 2,50,000 voted for the Galculla University to meet 
jKwd of their deficit was offered by the (iovernment .subject to certain 
conditions whereas no sin h conditions were laid down by the ('ouncil 
when they voted the grant ? 

(h) Wliat further steps are being taken by the Government in 
connection with the said grants 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the * 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): {a} and (/>) The member is referred to the 
reply given to the (jueslion put by Shah Syed Emdadul Ilaq on the same 
subject at this session. 


Agricultural, oommercial, and industrial eduoation. 

262. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the Dejiaftment of Agriculture and Industries be 
jdeased to state wliat steps it is pro[H)sed to take during the next oScial 
year for the development of agricultural, commercial, and industrial 
education in ttie several districts of Bengal? 
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MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon*ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab All Chaiidhurif 
Khan Bahadur): Pending Qovernmeni’s decibion on the. Betrenchment 
Coramiltee’s recommendations it is impo-i.siide to outline the programme 
Off agricultural, commercial, and industrial education for the next odiciai 
year, but if the imlicy of Government is not altered and if funds permit, 
that part of the i)rogramme of the current year, which it was imjwssible 
to undertake, will be undertaken. 


High sohools in Bakargan] and Dacca managed by Namasudras and 
students of backward classes. 

2S3. Babu BHISHMADEV DAS: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

M)inister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the names of primary, middle and high schoids in Bakarganj 

and Dacca managed mainly by the NainasudravS ; 

(ii) the amount of grant received by them; and 

(lit) the number of Namasudra students in those districts? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be jdeased U) state when the 
students of backward classes will receive stii)ends? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Mini.ster be pleased to state whether he 
has any knowledge that the students of the depressed classes in Madras 
are exempted from the payment of examination fees? 

(d) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of allow- 
ing similar concessions in this province? 

The Hcn’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) and (h) The question is vague 
end ('overs a wide field of inquiry. The information would be difficult 
to collect and p)ssibly inaccurate when collecbul. The value of such 
information ns might be collected would not lx* a reasonable compensa- 
tion for the labour and exi)ense involved in its collection. 

(c) I have no official information; moreover the matter is one for 
tlie University. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Distriot boards wvith offlotal ohaiitiMm 

264. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (T>and Revenue) be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the names of the district boards of which there is no non- 

ifiKcial chairman at present ; 
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(ii) why has not the right of electing a non-official chairman been 
conferred on these boards as yet ; and 

(ill) whether there is any proposal to confer on district boards or 
on any of them the right of electing a non-official chairman? 

MEMBER in Charge Of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE (the Hon’hle the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Bifnlwifi)l 

ii) Darjeeling. 

(ii) A district board was established for the first time in Darjtwling 
during the current financial year; and it was decided, following the 
recommendation of a meeting of representative officials and non-officials 
interested in the question, that there should be an official chairman for 
the present. 

(ii?) The (juestioii does not arise. 


Loans to Pabno municipality and distriot board for water supply. 

265. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon hie the 

Minister in charge of the lK‘i>artmeut of Local Self-tiovernment l>e 
jdoascd to statt‘ — 

(?) what amount has been allotted to the Tabna municipality and 
the district board of Palma for water supply; 

(??) did tlie Pahna muni('ijmlity and the district hoard of Pabna 
apply for such a loan ; 

(???) if > 0 , wlien did they ajiply; 

(??*) whether it is in the contemplation of the Government to grant 
loans for water supply to the Pabna municipality or the 
district board of Pubnu either during the year 1922-23 or 
1923-24 ; and 

(?’) whether it is a fact that the I’abna municiimlity and the district 
board of Pabna have recently been granted u certain sura 
of money as loans In the (Toverninent? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. S. W. Goodo): (t) A sum of Ks. 10,000 
has been allotted to the Pabna municipality for the cost of an experi- 
mental boring in connection with the water-supply scheme. No grant 
has been made to the district lioard. 

(ii) and (???) No application for a loan has been made. 

(?r) If applications are received in 1923-24, they will receive duo 
consideration. 

(v) No. * 
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flogging In lails. 

266. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of lie venue (Jails) be pleased to 
state the reasons why Government altered itjs previous policy and 
decided on removing the ban on flogging in the case of non-co-opera- 
tion prisoners ? 

(6) What new facts were disclosed by the Superintendent of the 
Barisal jail which necessitated a change of policy? 

(c) What was done by the Government to test the accuracy of the 
reports against the non-co-opeii*ation prisoners made by the Superin- 
tendent of the Barisal jail P 

(d) When the fK)wer of ordering flogging was taken away from the 
jail officials, w'as it not anticijiated that they would not be allowed to 
resort to flogging even in cases where under the regulations flogging 
would be the suitable punishment? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson) :(a) to (d) The member seems to be 
under a misapprehension as to the facts regarding the whipping in the 
Barisal jail which were explained by the Member in charge in his speech 
in Council on the 28th August, 1922< to whi(‘h speech the member is 
referred for the answers to his questions. 


Beds and cabins in Calcutta Medical Colloge and Campbell Hospitals. 

267. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the DeiMvrtment of Local Self-Government be 
ph fiwied to lay on the tabla a statement showing — 

(i) the number of (a) beds, and (b) cabins in the Medical College 
and Campl)ell Hospitals, resiiectively ; 

(li) the number of cottages attached to the Calcutta Medical 
College Hospital and the daily charge for each cottage and 
accommodation provided in each of them; 

(tii) the daily charge for each of the cabins attached to the Calcutta 
Medical Ckdlege Hospital and the Campbell Hospital; and 
(iv) the advantages afforded to the occupiers of cottages and cabins 
of the Medical College and Campbell Hospitals, respectively? 

Mr. S. W. GOODE: (i) Medical College Hospitals: (a) beds — 486; 
(6) cabins — 74. Campbell Hospitals: (a) beds — 730; (ft) cabins — Nil, 
(ii) Three, each containing four separate sets of rooms. The 
charge for the rooms is noted below : — 

Rooms fyr Surgical cases — Summer Rs. 7 per diem ; Wmter Rs. 6-8-0 

per diem. 
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Booms for Medical cases — Summer Rs. 6 i)er diem ; Winter Ha. 5-8-0 
per diem. 

(ni) The charges in the case of the Calcutta Medical College Hospi- 
tals are as follows : — 


Medical College Hospital, 

Cabins, European Wards: One fan between two cabins — Summer 
Es. 3-8-0 ix?r diem ; Winter Its. 3 i)er diem. 

One fan in a cabin — Summer Rs. 4 jier diem; Winter Rs. 3 jx'r diem. 
Cabins, Indian Wards — Summer Rs. 3-8-0 per diem; Winter Rs. 3 
per diem. 


Eden Hospital. 

Turret rooms — Summer Rs. 9-8-0 irer diem; Winter Rs. 8-8-0 per 
diem. 

Cabins — Summer Rs. 4-8-0 ix.*r diem; Winter Rs. 4 ixt diem. 


Eye Infii'itiary. 

Cabins — Summer Rs. 3-8-0 i>er diem; Winter Rs. 3 jxr diem. 


Prince of Wales Hospital. 

Cabins, Euroixan Wards — Summer Rs. 8-8-0 jier diem; Winter 
Rs. 7-8-0 j>er diem ; 

Cabins, Indian Wards — Summer Rs. 7-8-0 per diem; Winter 
Rs. 6-8-0 per diem. 

{iv) The jKitients are allowed to have relatives in the wibins or 
cottages and are provided witli crockery and receive Medical and Surgi- 
cal attendance and nursing free of charge. 


Outbreaks of cholera in Pabna owing to tooreity of drinking water. 

268. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local 8elf-(ioveniment be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that owing to water-scarcity there 
have been outbreaks of cholera in several villages within the Sadar and 
Sirajganj subdivisions of the Pabna district? 

(t) If so, what steps, if any, have been taken in this direction? 
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Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) Cholera breaks out in epidemic form almost 
every year in the Sadar and Sirajp^aiij subdivisions of the Pabna district. 
The Director, Public Health, reports that the cause of these recurring 
outbreaks is the universal pollution of streams, pools, and tanks with 
human excreta. The danger is intensified when there is scarcity of 
water. The position of Pabna district in relation to cholera during the 
past 10 years is shown in the annual Sanitary Report for 1921. 

A statement showing, month by month, the cholera mortality in the 
Sadar and Sirajganj thanas during the year 1922 is laid on the Library 
table. 

(h) In January, 1922, Government dej)ute<l a temiKuary Sub-Assist- 
ant Surgeon for cholera duty in the affected areas of the district, but 
primarily it is the duty of th(^ local l>odies to prevent such epidemics 
and to deal with them when they arise. 

Fish supply of Pabna. 

269. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Ilon'hle the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether lie is aware of the gradual exhaustion of the sources 

of fresh fish suj)]>ly in the district of Pabna; and 

(ii) what ste|)s, if any, are the Government taking to improve the 

fresh fish supply of the districts 

The Hon’bls the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (?) Yes. 

(n) The policy of Government since 1919-20 has Ixvn to ap[x>int a 
District Fishery Officer to each district to investigate local conditions, 
to assist the central reseandi staff and finally to carry out the rw'Oin- 
mendations of the latter, which would* include the (luestion of increase 
of fish supply. It is j)ru|K>sed to ai)i>oint a District Fishery Officer for 
tliis ])uri>ose iu the Palma district in the near future, if it is decided 
to retain the Fivsherit^ ])eix\rtment with its present organization after 
considering the re[>ort of the Bengal Retrenchment Committee which 
has recommended its alwlitfim. 


Death-rate in Pabna. 

270. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: ( a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Deiwrtment of Local Self- 
Government been drawn to the fact that the death-rate exceeds the 
birth-rate during the last twenty years in the jurisdiction of some of the 
police-sti tiJns within the Sadar .subdivision of the district of Tipperaf 
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(h) If so, wLat are the causes for this decline, and what steps are 
being taken to prevent the abnornial death-rate? 


Mft 8. W. GOODE: (</) and (6) In 1909-10 the death-rate exceeded 
the birth-rate in one thaiia. 

In 1918 this hapiKMied in three thanas and the excess occurred again 
in two of these thanas in 1919, while in two other thanas, the mortality 
was in excess both in 1919 and 1920. In different thanas also mor- 
tality was in excess in 1920. 

There was no excess of deaths in any of the six thanas in the Sadar • 
subdivision in 1921. 

The cause of the exce.ss in 1909 and 1910 is unknown. Influenza 
was undoubtedly i-e.sjwnsible for the exc-ess in 1918, 191 9. and 1920. 


Honorary and stipendiary magistrates. 

271. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Ilon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) wiietlier it is a fact that in some di.stricts of Bengal the work 
of the stiiHUidiary magistrates have Ix'en greatly reduced; 

(y) if so, in which of the districts the criminal work of the sti- 
pendiary magistrates has gone down since September, 1920; 

(hi) what action, if any, has l)een taken in pursuance of the reso- 
lution regarding the inerease of honorary magistrates moved 
in the Bengal Legislative Council on the 30th March, 1922; 
and 

(tv) in what districts has the number of honorary magistrates and 
stipendiary magistrates been increased or leduced since the 
moving of my resolution ? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me 
Sir Abd-ur«Rahim): (i) There bus been a reduction in the work of stijien- 
diarj^ magistrates in some districts. 

(ii) The meml)er is referred to Statement A in the Ileix>rt on the 
Administration of (Viminal Justice during the years 1920 and 1921. 
Figures showing the work from September, 1920, are not available. 

(in) A statement is laid on the table. 

(ir) A statement is laid on the table as regards honorary magis- 
trates. There has been no change in' the sanctioned district staff of 
stipendiary maj^istrates .since March, 1922. 
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StaUment referred U) in the reply to elau-e (Hi) of unetarrel questim 
No, 271, showing the numher of new appointments and reappoint- 
ments of honorary magistrates from 1st April, 1022, to 1st Januarv 

1QOS 


Mootht. 

1922— 

April 

May 

JllIKS 

July 

Au^u>t 

Scptonibor 

October 

Noveiiil>or ... 

December ... 


Total 


N nmiter of new 
nppoiutinanU. 

1 

9 

2 

4 

1 

6 

9 

3 

7 

42 


Nuinbi^r of re. 
nppolnMnenU. 

16 

ll 

19 

8 

11 

21 

7 

11 

11 

115 


Statement referred to in the reply to dame (iv) of unstarred question 
Nik 271, showing the number of honorary magistrates in ^ach dis- 
trict on the 1st April, 1922, and 1st January, 192t 


Dintriot, 



On till) lar 
April, 'VJi. 

Oh the let Janu- 
ary, |V«, 

ReeuU. 

Bakftrgaiij ... 


... 

35 

34 

- 1 

Ibvilklira 


... 

22 

22 

Hirbinitii 

... 

... 

21 

21 


Ho^ra 


... 

17 

17 


Burdwun 

... 

... 

40 

43 

-3 

Chittagong ... 


... 

21 

10 

- 6 

Dacca 

« '** 

... 

31 

29 

- 2 

Darjeeling ... 


... 

11 

13 

+ 2 

Dinajpnr 


... 

17 

18 

-p 1 

Faridpur 



20 

25 

-1 

- 2 

Hooghly 



39 

37 

Howrah 


... 

55 

54 

- 1 

Jalpaigiiri ... 


... 

12 

9 

_ 3 

^Jeescrc 



41 

41 


Khuliia 

... 

... 

11 

12 

+ 1 

Malda 



13 

12 

~ 1 

Midnapore ... 

... 

... 

30 

32 

+ 2 

MuraiiidaUd 


... 

47 

47 

Myinensifigh 


... 

37 

33 

- 4 

Nadia 


... 

38 

37 

- 1 

Noakhali ... 


... 

21 

18 

- 2 

Fabna 

... 

... 

23 

22 

- 1 

Rajahaiti 

... 


17 

17 

Rangpur 


... 

24 

25 

Hh 1 

T^ppera 

... 

«.• 

19 

13 


2|‘Parganas ... 

... 

... 

173 

168 

-5 



QUESTIONS. 

Baral river. 


369 


IMS.] 


272. SHAH 8YEO EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hou bio the 

Member in charge of the Dejiartiiieut of Irrigation In* pleased to state 
what steps are btnng taken to improve the river Baral in the district 
of Rajsh&hi and Pabna? 

(b) Is the Ilon’ble the Meml^er aware that niiinerous villages in 
both banks of the said nver have Iwen rendered unhealthy owing to 
the silting up of this river ^ 

(c) Is it a fact that many villages on both the banks of the Baral, 
in the district of Pabna, were ver>' healthy before the silting up of the 
river ? 

(J) Are the Government considering the advisability of employing 
one of the dredgers for the purjwse of excavating the source and mouth 
of the said river? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hofi’ble the Maharajaclhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan); (a) No stei>s are 
being taken to iniiTrove the river, Wcause it might alter the course of 
the Ganges. 

(b) (iovernment have received intimation to this effect. 

(c) Government have no information on this jK)int. 

(d) No, for the reason already explained. 


Middle Claes Unemployment Committee. 

273. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; Will tho Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state — 

(a) when are the sittings of the Middle Class Unemployment Com- 

mittee to commence and when is this (Committee expected to 
finish its labours and present its report; and 

(b) what is the probable amount of expenditure to be incurred on 

the Committee? 

The Hofi’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) The Committee has commenced its ffittdngs. It 
is not possible to say exactly when the report will be ready; probably 
it will be ready in about six months. 

(h) About Ba. 2,800. 
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274. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) Will the llou ble the 
Minirttei in charge of the ])eiiartment of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the total number of handlooms working- in each district of 
Bengal ; 

(u) the number of workers employed thereon; and 

(in) the estimated annual yields of the looms in 1920, 1921, and 
1922? 

(h) Will the Hon’ ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps 
have been taken during the last three years for the development of 
handloom industries in Bengal and what further steps are being con- 
tern jdated in this direction 1 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister be also pleased to state whetlier 
any facilities exist for the supply of yarn to weavers and for the sale 
of the products of the handlooms in each district ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) (t), (it) and (ni) The lalM)ur involved in obtaining 
the information is incommensurute with its value. 

(h) (0 Improved methods of weaving on fly-shuttle looms have been 
demonstrated at various Industrial and Agric ultural Exhibitions. 

(ii) SiHH'ial demoiistraiions of improved methods of weaving have 
l)^en ludd at tfie rec|uest of the local public, at several places. 

(Hi) Exj>ert advice and assistance have been given to jKjrsons 
interested in the establishment of handlcxmi facUuies. 

(ir) The SujKuintendent of Textile Dcunonst rations, Bengal, attended 
to the j)ructic*al difliculties of the weavers on the spot. 

(r) Instruction in the manufacture of marketable fabrics was given 
at pluc'es where the information was recjuired. 

(to) .Tac'ciuards, Dobbies and Drawboy machines used in the weav- 
ing of ornamental designs on cloths have lH»en successfully intrcxluced 
amongst the weavers of Dacca, Santipur, Vishnupur, etc. 

(rii) Th^^ fly-shuttle loom has betm modified to suit the rec}uirements 
of the Bengal weavers and some weaving appliances, such as the 
country Dobby, the barrel Dobby, etc., have been improvised at the 
Government Weaving Institute, vSerampore, and their use and utility 
demon‘strated to the artisans. 

(viii) A Dyeing Department has been opened at the Government 
Weaving Institute, Serampore, and facilitievs have been given to hand-., 
loom weaver^ to learn the art. Similarly, the art of Wock printing 
* has been iitroduced- to the handloom weavers and others interested. 
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(ir) l)emoii8tration{< in the dyeing and printing of cloth have l>een 
held at various weaving centres. 

(j) A new District Weaving School affiliated to the (lovernmeni 
Weaving Institute, 8eranijK)re, was oi)eiied at Noakluili in and 

during the last three years seven Periimtetic Weaving Scdiools have 
been started in the following districts: — Dacca, Khulna, Mymcusingh, 
Palma, Bankura, Malda and Birbhum, and the number of students, 
receiving instruction at a time in each of the above hcIhhjIs, has been 
recently doubled. 

(j‘t) Artiznns while rw'eiving instruction at either a District or 
Perijintetic Weaving School or at the (Vntral Institute at Seramixue, 
each receive stijiends from K.s. 4 to Ks. G jH'r mensem from (lovern- 
ment and the profits arising from the sale of their woven .products are 
credited to them. 

(.rii) Weaving classes have l)een o|Kmecl at three or four of the 
girls' schools at Calcutta under the auspices of tlie Young Women’s 
Christian Association. At the Henimimro Weavtngi Institute higher 
and aitizan (da'^ses in weaving have Wen established at SeranijHjre as 
an exi)erimental measure foi one year for the training of women. 

(j'/it) Loans are also given to the ex-students of the weaving schools 
to enable them to start business. The amounts adva?iced during th« 
last three years are— 



Rs. 

1919-20 

1,187 

1920-21 

... 1,585 

1921-22 

... ‘3,180 


Total ... 5,952 


(jr»r) Yarn Banks have been started at Zorwargaiij, Begumganj, 
Krishnagar, Hat Chapra, Comilla and Khulna. 

(jt) One hundred and twenty Weavers' (^o-operative Swieties have 
been organized at various places and an information bureau has been 
opened in the office of the (Voiierative Department U) facilitate direct 
purchases from Calcutta. 

(•rvi) The market prices of yarn are supplied to all the Weaving 
Centres and Yarn Banks that refiuire them. 

The steps in contemplation for the development of the handloom 
industries in Bengal are — 

(7) starting of more District and Peripatetic Weaving Schools; 

(2) holding of demonstrations in improved methods of weaving 
and dyeing ; and 

{S) establishment of more Co-operative Societies for weavers. 

(c) The member is referred to items (jnv), (sv) and (jtvi) above. 
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Amendment of the Looal Self-Covernment Act. 


275. Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon’ble ,the 
Miui.ster in charge of the Department of lx)cal Sel£-Oover(nmont be 
pleased to stale whether it is a fact that Oovernment are con.sidering 
the amendment of the Local Self-Government Act? 

(h) If BO, when is the amending Bill to be introduced? 

Mr. 8^ W. GOODE: (a) and (h) The member is referred to the reply 
to a starred question on the subject put by Shah Syed Emdadul Haq at 
this nession. 

Revision of the offfoe of the Administrator-General. 

276. Babu BROJENDRA KiSHOR RAY CHAUDHURI; Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial l)ei)artment be pleased to 
state — 

(i) whether it is n fact that the office of the Administrator-tleneral, 

Bengal, has not undergone any revision since it was taken 
over by the (lovernment in the y^'ar 1902 ; 

(ii) whether it is a fact that the staff of the said office memorialised 

the (lovernment of India s(>me 10 years ago and the (Govern- 
ment of India in reply held out h(>|x\s of bettering their pros- 
jHM'ts when tiie pro|>osed amalgamation of the office of the 
Official Trustee with the Administrator-deneral was to take 
place; 

(Hi) w'hether it is a fact that the combined offi(‘es of the Official 
Trustee and the Administrator-General are being controlled 
by one set of Gazetted Officers since April, 1916; 

(iv) wliether it is a fact that the pro]H)sals for the reorganization of 
the combined offices had Wen submitted long before when 
tlio (piestion of Wttering the jnosjKHds of the entire minis- 
terial establislunent under the Goveniment of Bengal on 
e<M>nomic grounds arose culminating in the creation of the 
' McAljhn (hnnmittee and eventually resulting in the issue 
of Finance IVpartment Resolution No. 10278 F., dated the 
* 17th July, 1922; sanctioning certain scales of pay as from 
1st January, 1922, on a time-scale principle; 

(lO whether it is a fact that the Government of Bengal in terms 
of the said resolution sanctioned in August last by a special 
communication the reorganization scheme of the said com- 
bined offices? 

* The Hofi*ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (t) Tes. 

(n) nI The Government of India said that the propoaals would 
receive their further consideration in connection with the revision of 
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the Administrator-Generals Act, 1874, and the scheme for amalga- 
mating the Administrator-Gcnerars office with that of the Official 
Trustee. 

(in) Yes. 

(ir) The first reorganization scheme w’as receiveil in January, 1918, 
and another one in January, 1920. 

(r) Sanction was conveyed on the 30th August and the final scheme 
was submitted to this Government on the 27th November and is still 
under consideration. 


Allowances to All-India servioes. 

277. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Tlon ble 
the Meml)er in charge of the Appointment Depart meirt Ih‘ pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing, servic'e by servic e, — 

(/) what increases of j)jiy and allowances have Wn grant(‘d to the 
various All-India servic'es in lleiigal since 1914; and 
(/;) how much additional ex|H'nditure from provincial revenues has 
been entailed hy — 

(a) the revision of the |)ay and prospects, and 
(h) the increase of allowanees of the All-India servie(^ 
sin(^e that date? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson). The membar is referred to the answers 
given to questions Nos. 35 and 104 asked, res|>ectively, by Habii Kisllori 
Mohan (3iaudhuri and Babu llhishmadov Das at the meetings f)f this 
Council held on the 2lNt November, 1921, and the 29th August, 1922, 
and to the statements appended, thereto. No further information is 
readily available. 


Election expenses of looal bodiee in Pabna. 

278. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Horrble the 
Minister in (barge of the Dejxirtmeut of Local Self-Gcnornrmmt Iw 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing, subdivision by 8ul>- 
division, for the district of Pabna, the total amount spent during the 
last three general elections to — 

(t) district boards, 

(it) local boards, and 
(m) municipalities? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: The compilation of these figures which go back 
nine years would involve much time and labour which, in the opinion 
of Government,* would not be justified. 


25 
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Telagraph offioe at dujaffiagar (Pabna). 

279. SHAH 8YEO EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charj^e of the Deimrtment of Commerce be pleased to 
stale whetliei it is a fact that in accordance with the answer given to 
unstarrcd (luestion No. 187 put by me on the 30th August, 1922, the 
jKM)ple of Sujanagar in the district of Pabna submitted in Sejitembei, 
1922, a i^etition to the District Magistrate for the oi>ening of the 
tch‘graph ofHc^e? 

(h) Has the application been refeiTed to the prt)i)er authorities 
(r) If so, when was this done? 

(d) Has any estimate of cost fx'en prepared for the puri>ose? 

(r) If HO, what is tlie amount estimated at ? 

{/) What will be the amount required from the local guarantors for 
the oj)ening of this office? 

(//) What conditions will be imixwed on the guarantors? 

(h) If the application has not yet been sent to the ]>roper autho- 
rities, what is the reason for the delay ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. il. Donald): (a) Yes. 

(h) The application has been referred to the Direct or-tieneral of 
Posts and Telegraphs. 

(r) The 4th November, 1922. 

{(I) No estimate has yet betm submitted. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(/) It is impossible to say without an estimate from the postal 
authorities. 

(/;) It is iinjx)8sible to say at this stage. 

(h) Docs not arise. 


Ministerial officers in courts in Rangpur. 

280. Maulvi HAMID-UD-DIH KHAN: Will the ITon’ble the 
Member in charge of Judieial Department l>e pleasetl to state— 

(i) how many Hindu and Muhammadan ministerial officers have 
been apjxiinted in the civil and criminal courts in the 
Rangpur district within the last five years; and 
(it) how many of them are hona fide residents of the district? 

The Hon'ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (i) Civil courts.— Hindus 13; 
Muhammadans 5. 

Oii.iinkl courts,— “Hindus 11 ; Muhammadans 8. 

(iD Civil ‘court«.-f‘ 9TWB^I courts.— 7. 
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The Coondas Bill, 1922. 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): I to jnosont the report of the Seleet (\im- 
iiiittee on the (tooiuia'^ Bill. 1 am ^lad to say that the reiK)rt is a unani- 
mous one, and I think we may claim that the Committee has (‘arefully 
considered every su^^frestion made in the course of the debate f>n the 
first reading’ and in the pul>iic ]>re<s or in the opinions rec<MV(‘d. The 
House will ol)sei\e that the Bill lias been very considerably altered, but 
1 think the alterations will commend themselves to the Council. The 
Bill has only been altered in order to g:ive effect to the wishes exju'essed 
on the first reading:. We liave discus.s<*d in our re]K>rt various methiMls 
of giving* effect to those wishes^ and we. have explained puV reasons for 
discarding those we have not accepted. 

Ther<‘ are three principal i»oints in the alterations made. Tlie first 
is with regaid to the extension (»f the scojh* of the Bill. A very strong? 
feeling was expiessed in this House ami also in the opinions we hav(‘ 
received that the Bill could not be confined only to the area of Calcutta. 
Wo recognized that in any case the Bill must be extcjided to Howrah: 
otherwise the only result would have been to drive these, goondas from 
Calcutta into Howiah. The Select Committee adopted the idea that 
Burrabazar might be regarded as the centre of the oi>erations of these 
goondas. They, therefore, strove to create an enclave suffiiu'ently large 
Tound Buiiabazar to picvtuit the g’oonda from living Just outsidt* the 
area co\eind liy the Bill and committing his depredations in (^ilcutta. 
At the same time we recog-nized that theie was a danger tliat if tin* goon- 
das were driven from Burrabazar, which is their most profitable field 
of ojierations, they might be able still to find a fairly rich field in the 
more congested districts around ('alcutta. A\'e liave, therefore, taken 
an area round Calcutta sufficiently large to prevent the goonda living 
outside and coming into Calcutta like the ordinary pm.son for his daily 
work. 

The second main alteration refers to the inchision of the Bengali 
goonda. On this point oyrinion in this Coum il and outside it has been 
absolutely unanimous. The alteration also gets rid of a very difficult 
question as to who is a Bengali hy birth, 'fho (juestion then arises as to 
what are we to do with the Bengali goonrla when we take action against 
him. As I stated when introducing the Bill, Oovernment did not con- 
sider it, and the Select (’ommitfee did not consider it, justified to expel 
the Bengali from his own province. To keop him in ('alcutta under any 
sort of supervision is useless. AVe could arrange that he should report 
himself to the thana in whose jurisdiction he lives six times a day, but 
whatever we did would still give hinj time to conduct ITis busitieas in 
Burrabazar unchecked. We did not considor it ripht — we did not think 



376 


THE GOONDAS BILL. 


[30th Jan. 


that we had juHtification to lock the Bengali goonda up. We therefore 
fell hack on what seemed to us the only alternative, namely, to remove 
him from the scene of his temptation and to keep him away from this 
area. 

The third question was the question of safeguards. I have stated 
before that Government deliberately left it to the Select Committee to 
put in the safeguards, and this was i)erhai>s the iiKxst difficult question 
which the Select Committee liad to consider. We recogniz(Ml that the 
Council wished for two things: firstly, that the man should have as fair 
a run for his money as is compatible with the basic principle of the Bill ; 
and secondly, that the Bill should not be used to attack politi<*al oppo- 
nents even when these political opponents \vere so extreme as to attack 
the })asic principles of all government. As regards the first wish of the 
(k)uncil that a man should have a fair run, (he Council have already 
decided that it is necessary to deal with this evil by executive measures 
because it is not jmssible to deal with them under the ordinary process 
of the courts. Therefore, it is impossible to give the accused the same 
safeguards as he w’ould have in an open trial in a court, but we have 
carefully considered what is fair, and T think we may claim that the 
provisions of the Bill do give a man m much fair treatment, as much 
run for his money as is compatible with the underlying principle of the 
Bill w'hich the House has already accepted. We must remember that 
we are not trying him for a criminal offence and we are not inflicting 
upon him judicial punishment. We are, as the House has dtaided, 
proposing to deal with him by an executive measure and remove him 
from our midst. In our report wdll be found some of the proposals 
which we discussed in Select Committee and discarded with the reasons 
for our action. 

As regards the second desire of the Council that the, Act should not 
be used as a political weapon in any wuiy, w’e have endeavoured to meet 
this wish by altering section 3 and limiting it to offences against persons 
and property. We considered the possibility of defining “goonda'’ 
and we are unanimously of opinion that it is an impossibility. The 
final safeguard whi('h we have adopted is that of laying the papers before 
two Judges of experience. I admit that this solution is open to a charge 
wdii(‘h is'tiften brought against this Council, namely, that it considers 
that wheneve,r there is an executive action to be done, the only person 
wdio can da it is a judicial offiver, but w^e recognize that what the Council 
w’ish is that the charges against a man and the evidence on which they 
are based shall l>e thoroughly examined and scrutinized by men who 
have had experience in weighing evidence and that is what we have done. 
We have provided that the charge together with all the papers shall be 
laid befoi'e two Judges of experience and their report is to l)e submitted 
to Government, and whatever action Government take, Govenjment 
must publish the conclusions arrived at by the Judges. 

I beg to^ay the report \>i the Select Committee before the House. 
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I now move that the Gooiidas Bill, 1922, as amended by the Select 
Committee, he taken into consideration. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’bte Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): '] 'ho proanihlo 
will be left over for ('oiisideratioii at the end of the Hill. 


Tlausk 1. 

The question is that clause 1 stand pari of the Bill. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA : T move that after clause 1 {'2) 
the followin^^ be added, namely: — 

“ (.)) It shall remain in force for a |>eriod of two years only.” 

It is admitted on all hands, that this is in the nature of an extra- 
ordinal > measurt' to nu‘et an extraordinaiT situation. Tliis Bill would 
not have been needed at all, if the ('ab'utbi Police had not 
failed io meet tlic goonda evil. The jK>wers under the ordinary cri- 
minal law of the land are very wide and I feel sure, as has Uaui. 
a.sseited by the members (d the Poli(<‘ ('oiiit Bar Asscx'iation — a body 
of pmtlemen wlio are in the liest jHisition to know the work of 
the ('a.lcutta Ptdice — that had the jKilice utilized their jxiwers under 
section 110, mor(‘ vi^i’orously, more honestly, and more scrupulously, 
there Avould not liavc* Imumi any need of this Bill at all. But the 
cry has been raised that the powers of the Calcutta J^)lice are not wide 
eiiouj^h, and as a considerable section of the Calcutta public have joined 
in this, 1 think it will be unfair for us, the mufassal peo[)le, to opjiose 
this Bill. But, we, as custodians of the ri^rhts and liberties of thd 
people, cann.ot he a party to a law% wdiich poes ajrainst the very furidu- 
mental principle of the ri^ht of defence of any person in an open court. 
We should, therefore, make this Act a temporary one and see how the 
police handle their newly-accjuired power. There is a jrreat dan^rer in 
^ivinj^ these extraordinary laws a permanent place in the Statute Book 
of the country, as has been anijdy evidenced hy the recent apjdication — 
may I not say — misup[)lication of the 0110111111 ! l.aw Araendm<*nt Acts 
during* the jKilitical activities of last year? When these Acts u'ere passed, 
assurance was fully given that the.se Acts w’ere only meant to deal with 
revolutionary anarchists. When the Acts were new, these assurancesi 
W’ere, no doubt, kept, but as time went on, they Wame jiart of the old 
laws and we know how they w’ere utilized to meet with an ordinary poli- 
tical situation. We also know how’ the old ru.sty sword of the Deporta- 
tion Act of 1818 was brought dowm to deal with ordinary political 
offenders, whereas the original purpose of the Act was (juite different. 
In this case also, we are naturally afraid that the assurances that are 
given now againikt its application in political cases may be conveniently 
forgotten after a lapse of a few yeai’s. The argument of the Select 
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Committee aj^ainst its beinp^ made a temporary measure does not seem 
to carry great weight. They say that the very success of the measure 
will militate against it. Now, if the Act succeeds, it need not be re- 
enacted at all. If the goondas- return alter two or three years, the public 
opinion is sure to take up the cry and I cannot believe that any future 
legislative council will be so irresj^wnsible as not to jxay any heed 
to that. We are passing tliis Bill to-day, and we are sure that if the 
goondas return and start their depredations, the next Council will not 
fail to re-enact this Bill. Then, Sir, if this Bill is made tem])orary, the 
very fact of its being temporary will be a safeguard against the abuses 
and extjesses of the police, because they will know then that this extreme 
power which they are going to have in the Act, if misused, will be with- 
drawn from their hands and the Act will not be re-enacted. 'IJierefore, 
I think that there is a great deal of for(‘e in the ]x>siti()n which we have 
taken up — that this Act, being more or less in tlie natuie of an expeii- 
inenlal measure, should be a temjK)rary one. If it succeeds, and if we 
find that the jiolice have improved and are utilizing their poweis well 
and are suppressing the gofmda evil, we can go on w ith it ; otherwise, 
it should cease to operate after tw’o years. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI ! I move that after 

clause 1 ( 2 ) the following be added, namely 

“ { 3 } It shall come into force at once and shall remain in force till 
the 31st DecemlKM-, 191^5." 

After the able spec'ch that has been deliveied by my friend, Babu 
Indu Bhushan Dutta, I do not think many words are ie(iuire(l to support 
my amendment. My amendment only proposes that this Act shoulil 
remain in force till the 3Jst December, 19*^5, that is, for three years. 
Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta has rightly pointed out that the reason given 
by the Sele<‘t (k)mmittee, for not making this Bill a tempoiary measuie, 
is not <iuite convincing. It is said tlwit its very success would militate 
against its extension as it W(»uld then be contended that with the dis- 
appearance of goondaism the need for the Act was gone. This is 
generally the cas4*, Sir, with all extraordinary measures. When a 
person is ill, of (‘ourse he takes some medicine and if that medicine 
succeeds and the person recovers, then no reasonable man will suggest 
that the fiiedicine should go on as part of his normal food. This di.sposes 
of that reason. Then, Sir, we have not been convinced by the arguments 
which have been advanced for enacting such a drastic measure. It is 
said that the Act is nec-essary because the preventive sections of the 
Criminal Procedure Code could not effectively deal with the goondas. 
I do not think there is much force in that argument. It will be seen 
from the Police Administnition Report of Calcutta for 1920 that it is 
not true |hat thei-e isr any great difficulty of successful prosecutions 
under the preventive sections of the Criminal Procedure Code.* 
Because on referring to Statement A of the report it will be found that, 
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proportionately speaking, the number of convictions under sections 109 
and 110 of the Oiniinal Procedure Code is not less than the number oi 
convictions for other offences. Take, for instan(*e, serious oftences against 
the person— there were 8o7 cases reported in 1920 of which 209 met with 
conviction. Then take oftences against person and property. There were 
l,5r)4 cases of which 338 only met with conviction. Then in tlie case 
or minor oftences against the person, out of 95 cases 28 met with convic- 
tion, while under minor oftences against property, out of 7,327 cases 
2,311 met with conviction. But in cases under sections lOt) and 110 oi 
the ('riminal Pnx'edure (\)de, out of 800 coses, as many us 548 cases 
ended in conviction. Thus it is established that the number of convic- 
tions under sections 109 and 110 of the Criminal Procedure (’ode is 
certainly higher than in the case of other offences. 1 therefore beg to 
submit that this Act, if at all placed on the Statute Book, sljould be a 
temporary measure. Surely an Act which is designed. to deport persons 
witliout trial cannot be entertained by people who have any love foi 
personal liberty, unless it is of a temporary nature, enacted for a limited 
period only. 

Rfli Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT BBhfldUf. 1 rise to o})p()se this amend- 
iiKMit. I feai- that some of my friends have iiot fully realized the sit\ia- 
tion. On tin* last occasion when this Ooonda Bill was first piescnt<*d 
before this Council, some of fis spoke out what we actually felt in the 
lu'art of our hearts. In (’alcutta the disease is very deep-iooted. My 
fri(‘ml, Babii Indii Bhushan Dutta, says that a treatment for twm ^ears 
will eiadicate the mischief. I can assure my friend that he is thoi'oughly 
wrong. The mischi(‘f caused by the goondas all throughout the city had 
l»een so ('xtensive, and 1 would again say so deep, that two years’ treat- 
ment is only likely to touch the fringe of it. After two years, even admit- 
ting that this Bill will succeed in its object, what would be the state oi 
affairs y 3’he members of tlie Select Committee have very forcibly pidnted 
out that if the Bill succeeds in its efforts to eradicate goonduism from 
Calcutta, a day will come when people will say — men like Babu Indii 
Bhushan Dutta and otheis will su\ — that the object has lK*en achieved 
and there is no leason or justification for the extension of the same. 
Then, the inevitable result would be that these giHmdas will come back 
to resume their nefarious work. A period of two years, after all, is so 
short a time that I cannot conceive any reasonable man suggesting that 
in two years this deeji-rooted di.sease wdll be eradicated from Calcutta. 

If my friend had suggested ten years, I might have considered that as 
somewhat reasonable, but two years, I again say, are extremely unreason- 
able. 

My friend has a suspicion that this Bill might be used against politi- 
cal offenders and that it might be abused. I cannot but admit that there 
is a feeling like that not only in him but in other minds also. An assur- 
ance has be«n given hy the Hon’ble the Member in charge of thi.s Bill 
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and the Select Committee that Government have no intention of apply- 
ing this Bill to political offenders, and if my friend will kindly see that 
there is an amendment in my name which will come up later on in which 
1 would ask this Council to specifically lay down that no section of this 
Bill will be applicaWe to political ott'endeis. If my friend agrees with 
that, well, he would be best advised to support me vvlien that comes up 
before this Council, but that is no reason why the ]lill should only be 
restricted for two years and its utility curtailed thereby. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: 1 have got to oppose this 
amendment but I must say 1 do not find fault with my esteemed friend 
over there because it is a iwint that I myself tfx)k up in the Select Com- 
mittee. I myself at first thought that this Bill should be limited to 
three years, but after hearing the explanation of my brother mem herb 
of the Committee I was convinced that it would l)e a mistaken polif y to 
do so. First of all it would defeat the very purpose of the A(‘t ; you will 
drive these men away for a little time only; we do not want them to come 
back; what we want is to get rid of them ])ermanent]y, if })ossible. Thiit 
is the idea. A goonda is a quite <lifterent sort of person. I, theicd'ore, 
think that this amendment, if accepted, w'ill defeat the very purixwe of 
the Act. Supposing that this is done, what would hap})en if after iwi, 
years these people come back and go on making dei)iedations on society 
till it becomes almost insufferable, then art ion might be taken by Gov 
ernment after a year or two. This means that the ix*ople of Calcutta and 
its neighbourhood will have to suffer for b or 7 years before any acti(m can 
be taken. On these grounds, whicli I think are very strong grounds, 
and on which I had to change my opinion (tlie opinion I had before), I 
think this amendment ought not ti^ l>e accepted. 

Rtti NIBARAN CHANDR^A DAB GUPTA Bsh8durs<i.I b(*g to oppose 
this amendment because it strikes me that two years is too short a period 
for giving any piece of legislation a fair trial, and if the House is of 
opinion that no legislation is needed to ejctirpate the go(»ndas from Cal- 
cutta, that is quite a different thing; but if goondaism is an evil and if 
some extraordinary measure is needed for removing that evil, this 
measure should exist not only for two years but for any number of years; 
because Calcutta is just the ground where goondaism is likely to prevail 
and to prosper. Supposing this Bill, after it passes through the Legis- 
lature beconjes an Act, and if it remains in force only for two years, 
goondas may be clever enough to keep back their activities for two years 
and then return to Calcutta and resume their activities in Burrabazar. 

I think that there is an apprehension in the mind cyf my friend, Babu 
Indu Bhushan Dutta, that once it is kept pennanently on the Statute 
Book, abuse may be made of it hereafter. In that case, I think that the 
members of this Legislature, will l>e alei-t enough to see that if any abuse 
be made, another Bill may he introduced for removing this undesirable 
piece of le^ijiation from the Statute Book altogether. But'^this period 
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of two years is such a short period that not even the i)()li(‘e, if they mean 
to abuse the provisions of this law, will know how (<> abuse or make use 
of them to their advantage. So, under the eircumstanees, as the Goondns 
Bill has been introduced with the consent of this House, and as it has 
been thought necessary that this Bill should be passed with necessary 
amendments, I think that the period should not be restricted to two years 
only. So 1 oppose this amendment. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: 1 rise to oppose this motion. 
Babu Surendra Nath Mallik has not answered the point rais(*d by Hai 
Ilareiidranath ('haudhurr. According to the latter, the figures iec(‘ived 
by him about sections 109 and lit) are suHicicnt to .sho\> (hat such an 
Act is not ne(‘essury for such a long period as has been suggested in the 
Bill. My friend has no practical experience of the operatioa of sections 
109 and 110 cases. These goondas have got paid men under them who 
carry out their work. Moreover the public are sc) afraid of them that 
tliuugh during tln^ jK)lice irujuiry they say that they liave b(‘cii rolds’d 
and assaulted oi cheated, yet as soon us tlu^y see tin* Insiutiful 
fate of a gooiida in tlie witness box, they forget eveiything and den\ 
all knowhulge alxmt tlie accused. They would say, “ that this is 
not the man; I do not reinemlnT what I told the |H)liee ” and so 
forth. Such is tlu' si ite of things. Everylxxly is afiaid of a goonda. 
There aie certain cases— I can g’ive specific instances — in which juu-sons 
who aie emjdoyed either in a mill or in a woikshof) hav»' H‘spe( tal)h‘ 
houses and who mix with and help people who regularly (‘ommit house- 
breaking and theft. In a casei under sections 109 and 110 in Howrah, 
live pcu’sons wer(\ piosecuted, of whom tw’o had houses and were work- 
ing in mills. The rest had no houses neither had they any means of 
suhsLstenee. The two were aecjnitted because they er»uld ))n)ve) tint 
they had ostensible means of livelihood, although th(‘y were found in flu* 
eompahy of those who had house-hroaking implements with them at the 
early hour of 2 a.m. So, an Act like the one under discussion is ixuana- 
nently necessary in How^rah. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I do not want to say much. 
This is an extraordinary measure,. When an extraordinary measure is 
taken, it should not be a permanent one on the Statute Book. I fully 
sympathize with the mover of the motion and at the same time I a/ijireci- 
ate the indignant feeling of my (-alcutta friends, l^et theje he a compro- 
mise, so let us make it five years. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y nu cannot do that. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I am only making a sug- 
gestion. If that is acceptable to my friends here, so fur so good. All 
that I can say is that as this is an extraordinary measure, we sliould not 
place it permanently on our Statute Book. 
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Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ: It is significant that both these amend- 
iiieniH conie honi gentlemen wlio do not ordinarily reside in Calcutta, 
As an ordinary resident of Calcutta, I would advise my friends, Babu 
Indu * Bhuslian Dutta and Rai Harendrauath Chaudhuri, to with- 
draw these amendments. Aj>|wrently, they do not know the class ol 
people agairi'-t whom this legislation has been diiected. I do not admil 
that I airj very thick and thin with goondas but 1 know certainly whal 
a gooiula is like. I would have said some strong things about them, 
hut some of them understand English and I do not wish to imperil m\ 
life by saying things which they may come to know later on. The jioint 
is that it is very difticult to fix a limit of time within which a certain 
evil can he eradicat<*d. Whether we like it or not, we have got to 
rejKvse some confidence in tin* authorities. If we have got no confidence, 
l(‘t us o))j)ose this enactment altogether, but if we have* this much confi- 
dence that we, allow this Act to be passed, let us have a little further 
confidence that when the necessity no longer exists, Government will 
he tlic ver\ fii>t to witlulraw this Act and remove it from the Statute 
Book. Mole ohnoxious Acts have been removed from the Statute Book 
not because of agitations but, 1 may say, voluntarily when the Govern- 
ment was fully convinced that there was no necessity for these 
legislations. (A voice: “Question.”) It may be questioned, but I 
may point out the Rowlatt Act and others. I'here was a great clamour 
and it was not repealed. When it was repealed, there was hardly any 
clamoui tiom the public’. It was done spontaneously. (Voices: 
“Question, (jiiestion.”) Your sneers do not and c’annot distort the truth. 

As regards the apprehension tlu\t the enactment might be u.sed against 
pcditical offenders, sujiposing that it i> on the Statute Book oiil.\ for 
two yeais, tliat would bo u long enou^li time for (Jovernment to um* 
it w’ith vcMigcMiuce agai»*st anybody they like. So, vi’liat I res]x»ct- 
fully submit to the members of this (’ouncil is that once they have 
allowed the Goveinment to introduce this enactment, let the enactment 
have a fair chance, and if we find that the provisions are being misused, 
it will l>e optui to us to point out to the Government that the enactment 
should no longer remain on the Statute Book. At any rate, T do not 
think'that a proposal like this, putting a time limit, should, under 
pre.sent circumstanc'es, be accepted. 1 therefore beg to oppose the 
amendment. 

. Rai Sahib PANCHANAN BARMA: I beg to oppose this amendment. 
It th‘ems to me that the amendment has been moved under an apprehen- 
sion that the provisions of the Act may be applied against political 
offenders. T beg to submit that there is a great difference between a 
politic'al oifender and a goonda. A goonda is a dishonest man and is 
always committing offences against person or property, while a political 
offended is an honest man having certain political ideabs which ho tries 
to achieve.* He is expected not to conmSit any violence against person 
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or property. So, I beg^ to submit that there nee.d l>e no apprehension of 
the appliration of the provisions of this Act to politic al offenders. There 
is something more pejhaps. There is a feeling that when oeeasions arise 
(jove.rnment will try to apply the provisitms ol tins Act against any 
polilieal offender. This is charging Government with dishonest 
intentions. We must think that (iovernment is honest . U'hen we s(‘e 
that Government is dishonest, then w’e must opjxise it. If we do not 
believe the Government it (annot do its work at 'all. 

If you look to the provisions of the Act, you will find that they amply 
provide tor the elimination of pcditical offVndeis from their application. 
There are two safeguards. First, the rommis^ionor of Police is to 
report against a person, and then the report has to go to two advising 
Judges, w ho are to consider the leport. The person against \\ horn a lepoit 
is made, has to come and give e.xplanution. "We cannot c'-xpect that these* 
Judges would be bribed by Government to say .something against a poli- 
tical offender. 1 beg to submit that if we go on at this ra(t', we will 
be forced to disbelieve anybody and everybody. Jn this state of things 
no real order is possible. With these few i email- s, 1 beg to opprjse this 
amendment. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr« Ht Li STEPHENSON* I wdll not follow Hahu Indu 
llhiishaii Diitta into a discussion of the nece.s.silv of this Act, wbicli the 
(ouncjl has already ac’cepted. Rai Ilarendrunath Ghaudhuri has given 
Us slat 1 st ic> as to the number of |)er.son.s bound dow'ii under sections ll»!i 
and 111), 1 ut the jiroof of the pudding is in the eating' and tin* laid 
remains tfiat the goondus we want to get at have not been hound down. 
The reasons why they have not l>oen bound down 1 have already given 
in my previous s|H*e(hes and 1 will not weary the Goiincil hy n‘|H*uting‘ 
them. After tlie opinions that have already heH*n expressed on tlii^ 
amendment there is not much more for me to say, hut I would like to 
summarize briefly the reasons against it. In the first place, if (he Rill 
is successful, it will be impossible to ask the Gouncil to renew it. It 
will mean that before Go\ernmQnt conies In'fore the (huincil for its 
renewal it must have a sufficient cause and Ruhu Surendra Nath Mallik 
has jKUiited out that w'e shall have to wait till the tyranny of the goimdas 
has got so bad again that Government and the, (’oum il are goaded again 
into action. It will mean some years. Already I have leceived informa- 
tion from the police that in \ iew of the opinion among the goondas that 
the (\»uncil really means business, several of them have shut up shop. 
One of the imixirtant goondas in the southern part of the tow iP came 
to the Deputy Commissioner a little while ago and asked whether if 
this Rill were passed it would apply to him. He was told it most 
certainly w*ould. He then proceeded to sell his house and retired up- 
country. Rut if the goondas imagine that this Rill is only a temporary 
measure, they*wiil only go away for a holiday and will not sell their 
houses. Secondly, a two-year Bill will not remove the tenorisin. One ^ 
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of the ^mive reasoiiK why we had introduced ihiH Bill is the tarrorisni 
exercined by the goondas over the inhabitants of Calcutta. Two years 
are not long to wait for vengeance and if I were a witness terrorised 
by goohdas, I ceitainly should not think that I would be justified in 
giving niy evidence if iny period of safety would last only two years. 
Thirdly, and 1 think that this is the fallacy underlying the amend- 
ment, the evil is not a temj)orary one; it has been growing for ten years. 
It is a cancer and you have got to cut it out or eradicate it by constant 
appli(iation of wmie systematic treatment. Spasmodic treatment wTll 
not do. It has got to be something of a very definite and continued 
application. Lastly, the Act in the form it has taken can be readily 
re|>ealpd as it is not forming jrart of the Police Act. It is a separate Act 
on its own. Any memlKU' of the Ooumil can bring forward a Bill to 
rei>f*al this Act if it is unsuccessful or if it works badly or if it is abused. 
If, how'ev(‘r, the Bill is successful and is no longer reiiuired it will 
lapse; it will not lie us(h1. I venture to predict that this Bill will form 
a model for all other jnovinces in course of time. They will find that 
they, as usual, have to follow’ the example of Bengal in dealing with a 
matter like tliia. 

The motion of Balm Indu Bhushan Dutta W'as then put and lost. 

The motion of liai Ilarendranatlr Ohaudhuri w’as then put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The (piestion is that clause 1 stand pait of the 
Bill. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I move that in clause 2(2'i, 
the wor<ls “ and does nut include a Deputy Commissioner ” be added 
at the end. 

As the Bill is at present drafted, it runs as follow’s: — The Commis- 
sioner of P.olice means the ofHcer vested with the administration of police 
in Calcutta. TLuler the Calcutta Police Act, 1860, the Calcutta 
Suburban Police Act, 18bG. the. Calcutta Port Act, 1890, and any Act 
amendhig any of these Acts. I want the addition of these words, viz., 
“ and does not include a Deputy Commissioner.” Some of my friends 
have pointed out and I agree with them that this Goondas Bill is after 
all an extraordinary measure and it is highly desirable that the power 
which it proposes to confer upon the police should be exercised by the 
headmai , ^z., the Commissioner of Police and not by any of his depu- 
ties. With this end in view I have moved this amendment. At first 



1923.] 


THE GOONDAS BILL. 


385 


sight this aiiiendmeiit may appear to be superfluous but that is not so. 
Under section 5 of the Calcutta Police Act of l»S(Ui, a Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Police is competent to perform any duties assigned to the 
Commissioner of Police under his order. In a case which has been cited 
(the case of Percy vs. Wilson) it has been held by two High Court Judges 
that under section 5 of the Calcutta Police A<*t the Deputy Commis- 
sioner has all the powers of the Commis ioiier of 1‘olice subject to tlie 
control of the Commissioner. Apart from any spt'cial dirt‘ction by the 
Commissioner, however, any a(‘t of the Deputy (Vutimissionei aliich 
would be within the powers of the Commissioner of Polic e is valid luid 
no instructions either in writing or othorwise or general or in regaid to 
8|)ecific acts are necessary to render the acts valid. That is the justitica- 
tion for my amendment. As the Deputy CommissiomM’ of Police has all 
the jxiwers of the Commissioner of l*olicc subject to the (‘ontrol ot th(‘ 
latter and as no special specific direction is necessary, if is desirabh* in 
defining the Commissioner of lh)lice to make the definition more cxplndt. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: I shall call on Babu Jatindra Nath Basu to 
move his cognate amendment now. The other amendments will be open 
to debate. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Bai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur 
has referred to the juoNisions in the existing law defining the functions 
of the Commissioner of Police, (’alcutta. He has also refernul to judg- 
ments of the High ('ourt. In one of these judgments it is stated that a 
Deputy (\)inmissioner of Police ap|H)inted under section T) of the Calcutta 
Pcdice Act has all the })owers of the CommissioiUT of Pcdice subjec t 
to the control of that oflicor. The (bmuni^sioner of Pcdice may at any 
time set aside any of his orders either in writing^ or verbally or otln r- 
wise with regard to any matter. Apart from an> sjcecial directions, 
liowevie^p any act of ijie Deputy Commissioner, provided that ii be w ith- 
iu the power of the CoTumissioner, is valid and no instructions either 
in writing or otherwise or general or in regard to specific acts are neces- 
sary to render such act valid. We are investing in this Bill the 
Commissioner of Police with very large powers. But having regard 
to the fact that some of the material safeguards which an accused peison 
has in meeting charges against him under the ordinary law are being 
taken away, it is necessary that the most responsible officer (»f the (hihujlta 
Police should himself deal with the case. In the interests of justice, 
these lowers that are given under this Act should not lx*/ exercised 
by any subordinate of the Commissioner of Poliee hut by the 
sioner of Poliee himself. I propose, therefore, that the expression 
** Commissioner of Police ” in this section should exclude the Dejmty 
Commissioner of Police or any other officer under him. 

Mr. 8. R. DAS: I oppose this amendment merely on the ground that 
1 think it is su^rfluous. I think that it it desired by all of us that 
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the powers which the Conimissionei of Police is entitled to exercise 
under this Act should l)e confined tc the head, i.t., to the Commissioner 
of Police and not to the Deputy Commissioners. This question w’as 
considered very (‘arefully in the Select Committee and 1 think that 
I can assure hmi’ble members that as worded here a Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Police cannot perform the functions of the Commissioner of 
Jbjlice so far as this Act is concerned. The case referred to by the 
previ(»us speakers is a case under the Police Act. We have here taken 
the trouble to define the Commissioner of Police and not left it merely 
as the (h>mmissioner of Ihdice undefined. The Commissioner of Police 
means the officer vested with the administration of the police in Calcutta 
and that is <nily one officer and neither under this Act nor under any 
other Act is a Dcput\ Commissioner vested with the administration of 
Poli(‘e in Calcutta. This was considered and therefore T oppose this 
amembnent as T have said, not because I desire that a Deputy Commis- 
sioner should have the same power as the Commissioner, but because 
I think that it is superfluous, 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I quite sympathize with the 
feelinfr that it should not come down to anybody below the (Commissioner 
of Police. I raised this (juc.stion in the Select Committee, but the 
llon’ble tlu‘ Advocate-General as.sured us that it was not neces>aiy to 
))ut in the words “ excluding? the Dt'puty (Commissioner.’’ That 
stop])e(l me a>id tho Mouse has had the advantajje of listening to the aifjfo- 
ments (d the llon’hle the Advocate-General himself. We are all anxi- 
ous that it should not ^o to anybody below the (Commissioner of Poli(‘e 
himself. 1 was t(dd in the (’ommittee that the (’ommissioner of Police 
means the hon’ble ^(‘utleman who sits Indiind me (Sir Reginald Clarke) 

and nobody else. So, that is all rijjht, and I oppose the amendment. 

* 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I have nothinpr to add to the 

explanation ^iven l)y Mr. Das. Government entirely a^ree that these 
])ow’ers shall be exercised by the Comhiissioner of Police alone and we 
are advised h^ all the legal advisers whom w’e consulted in the matter 
that the ( lause. does give effect to the intentions of the Government and 
of the Couneil. 1 would therefore oppose these amendments. I think 
the introduction of these words may lead to con.sequences which we have 
not considered. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur; After what I have heard 
from^the Hon’ hie Mr. Stephenson, I beg leave to withdraw my amend- 
ment. 

The amendment standing in the name of Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt . 
Bahadur was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

~BabuyATINDRA NATH BASU: In view’ of the opinion expressed 
by the Advocate-General, I beg leave to withdraw m> amendment. 
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1 he amendment standing in the name ot ihilm .lalindra Nath liasn 
wavS then, by leaver of the Council, withdrawn. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN OUTTA: I find that my amendment is 
similar to the amendments standing in the names of Mr. A joy Cluinder 
])utt and Kai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Dahadur under ( laii>e ‘i. 'riiereloie 
I would like to withdraw my amendment now in order to sui)|Hirl the 
amendments of those two membt'is. 

The following amendment standing in tlie name of Dabu Indu Illiu- 
shan Dutta was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn ;— 

lhat in clause 2 (*3) after the word “rough” tlie following be added, 
namely : — 

“but excludes a political offender or a person charged with an> 
offence against the State.” 

B'abu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I move that after the word 
“goonda” in clause (J), the following be inserted, namely: — 

means a ixuson of a desjxuate and dangerous chanu ter whose 
being at large is hazaidous to the coinniunit v 

During the discussion on the first reading of the Hill. th<‘ ojnnion 
was expressed from all sides of thc^ Houses that some* sort cd (hdiiiitioii 
of the wold “goonda” should be found out to make the working of the 
Act comprehensive for tlie jiurpose in view. 1 find that the Select 
Committee aftcu* making vain attempts have failed to find nut anv 
definition except that “gooncla” includes a “rough or hooligan.” Now, 
Sir, as was pointed out during the earlier stages of tlie Hill, this defini- 
tion is very vague and may inedude anybcMly. The ch‘scnptioii of a 
criminal under section 110 of the (huminal Proccslure Code* has heeii 
found to 1m* very useful and I do not see why that definition, wntb some 
alterations, should not he applicable in this case also. 1 hedieve, that 
the definition that I have suggested w'ill nu*et the* jM)int and I hojH*, tin* 
Hon’ hie the Member in c harge, will accept it. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I move that for edauaci 
the follow'ing be substituted, namely: — 

“A ^goonda’ means a per.soii who — 

(cz) is by habit a robbe.r, house-breaker or thief, or 
(h) is by habit a receiver of stolen property knowing the 
same to have been stolen, or 

(r) habitually protects or harbours thieves or aids in the 
conce4ilment or disposal of stolen property, or 

(d) habitually commits hurt, mischief or extortion or 

attempts to do so, or 

(e) is so desperate and dangerous as to render his being 

• at large without security hazardous to the com- 

munity.*’ 
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J admit, Sir, that I have taken it almost Inxiily from 8(^ctio» 110 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code. It has never been suggested by anybody 
that that section was not comprehensive enough to include all sorts of 
roughs and badmashes. All that w'as alleged was that these preventive 
sections cx>uld not effectively deal with the goondas for want of evidence. 
Therefore, I do not understand why the definition as given in section 110 
of the Criminal Procedure Code should not be adopted in this Act and 
why the term goonda should be defined by a synonym only and the actual 
denotation should bo left vague. It is said that in the Select Committee 
various definitions were examined but they found them all open to seri- 
ous jn’actic’al and legal objections {Kirticulurly those which introduce 
the word “ habitual.’* I do not understand why there should be any 
practical difficulty in the way. (lovemment said the other day that it 
had a (Joonda ])ei)artment and that it was the work of that deirartment to 
register and classify criminals of this type— they watch the activities 
and movements of these people. So in that case it wdll not be difficult 
for the police to find out who are professional goondas, i.e., goobdas 
by habit. 

It is said that there are legal objections to the introduction of the 
word “ habitual.” Had that been so, section 110 of the (b'iminal Proc*e- 
durc 'Code wouH have re(iuired amendment. Moreover, it must be 
remembered that goondas will be removed not by a judicial procedure 
but by an extra-judicial proi'tMlure and executive orders and it is pro- 
vid(‘d in the Bill that the rt‘vising Ju<lges will not he hound to observe 
the rules of evidoma^ and technicalities of law. So, as there will l)e 
no ohservanc(‘ of and insistence on legal technicalities at all, T do not 
understand why such a clear definition tuinnof be ado])ted. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U moved that for clause 2 (.7), the 
following be substituted, namely: — 

‘‘(ii) ‘ g(K)nda ’ includes — 

(0 one who is by habit a rwbber or thief, or 
(li) one who habitually protects or harbours robbers or 
thieves or aids in the concealment or disposal of 
stiden property, or 

(in) one wlio habitually commits extortion, or 
(m’) one who habitually commits or attempts to commit or 
• alK'ts the commission of offences involving a breach 

of the peace, or 

(r) one who is so desperate, dangerous or violent as to 
render his being at large hazardous to the oom- 
mimity.** 

1 a]>pivciate the difficulty that has been felt in defining the expres- 
sion ” goonda,” but I do not see why the attempt to define it should 
be givx'ii Vip. We all know the nature of the criminality that goes to 
make a goonda; I have seen the suggestions submitted to Government 
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by various public bodies. Tlie aiuoiidmeiit that staiulH in my imnie 
has bet'll taken from the sug-^jrestions made bv llie Bar Awsociation of 
the Calrutta Police C'ourt. The ]iar A.^sociation ot the Ihditu' i^nirt 
is a body sjiecially (jualitied to express an opinion on the matter. The 
definition of gounda as j^iven in the Bill is reall> in) dclinition at all. 
It still keeps ojien the (luestion to the authorities coiKslituttHl under 
this Bill to decide who is a ‘*‘oonda. There sliould not bo, so far as 
[Kjssible, an\ such laxity in the terminology of eriminal law. An 
attempt should 1 h‘ made to arri\e at precision. Bai Ilarcndi anath 
Chaudhuri has taken his amendment from sindion lit) of the (himinal 
Ih'ocediire (V)de. My amendment is almost the same, with the eA(‘t‘l>- 
tion of the last sn])-elause (r) in which I have added “ one wdio is so 
desjx'rate, danptMous or violent as to rcinlcr his bcin^^ at lar^^c hay.ardous 
to the coniiuunity.” 1 think these words coinpndumd all that wo 
mean by the term p-oonda. 


Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I be^ to op|X)so this amend- 
ment on tin' ^^-I’ound that, liowev(‘r difticull it mi^^dit be to find a suit- 
alile (lehmtioii of ^nxiiida, wi'all triial in tin* Select ( 'omniittm' to mak«? 
it as suitable as |H»ssible; tlic one that is su^^p’ested ln*r(‘, is absolnt4‘ly 
iinj)()ssible. It cainiol be accepted. It is notbinp- but a (piotation fiom 
section IK) of the (’o<lc of (’rmiinal Proc(‘dnrc - in fact, tin* wboli* of 
it. The section of the ('riminal Ib’o<<‘duie (N)de roads as follows: -- 

Wlieiu'vor u Prt'Mclency MnKistrato, Distrift MagistiaU*, or SubiJiviHioiial 
Alapii.stiato or a Maf^istruti' of tlie In si class spociaily oinpouonnl in tins by 

tlic Loial (bncrniiiont roccivos iiifuriiiation that any |K*rHon withm the local Jiinits 
of Ins jiinsdu tion — 

(a) IS by habit a robber, liouso'bn aki'r or tinof, or 

(h) 18 by habit a receiver of Htoleri projiorty kiiowiiifi: tlu' Hamo to bavne been 
stolen, or 

(c) liabitually protects or bailxnirK tliie\es or aids in tlie eoneealment or iIiHjio«al 
of stolen ])ruperty, or 

(</) habitually eonnnits misr-hief, extortion or cbeatin^ or eoiintiTbit nif^ com, 
currency notcfi or stainpH, or attenipth so to do, or 
(r) habitually commits, or attempt.s to commit, or ubetH the comniiHsion of, 
offences involving a breaeli of the or 

(/) i.s so desperate and dangerous as to render bis bt*ing at large witliout 
security hazardous to the f'ommunity, 

such Magistrate may, in manner liereinafU*r |>rovidtHl, require such iM‘rson to show 
cause why be should not 1 h' ord<*red to exenile a liond, with sureties, for hi.s gofsl 
behaviour fur such jieriod, not exccHHling three years, us the Magistrate thinks fit 
to fix. 

What is the object of this'' Ifen* is this provision of the law which 
provides a special way in which jicrsons coming^ within this definition 
have got to be tried. They have got a right of being tried openly and 
judicially with the witnes.ses l)efore them and of cross-examining them; 
then, if convicted or bound over, they might go and ajiiJeal before tho 
Sessions Judge and then they might go and lotlge an ap[)eal before the 

26 
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High Court ; thus the whole judicial procedure is there. Do you mean 1 
take that away from everyl>ody who comes within this provision? Tc 
say that this is a dangerous Act but I think it is quite dangerous to intr< 
du(;e something which will absolutely t^ike away the liljeirty of tl 
people to a large extent. A man who might be a habitual thief or a thn 
under this section will say — “ try me under the Criminal Code, I wai 
to cross-examine the witnesses, I want to engage lawyers and wall f< 
them proi)erly (it goes without saying) and then I will agree my ca» 
If I am convicted or l>ound over, I can moye the learned Sessions Judf! 
and their Tjordships of the High Court. Thus I can challenge the dec 
sion.” This provision is given for this purjiose and you want to dra 
this man out from the provisions of this Act. Under the pro{X)8ed Bi 
there is no trial. You object to it as l>eing an extraordinary law an 
you say tliat it ought not to be done. We must remember that it is a 
extraordinary measure for extraordinary ])eople under extraordinai 
circumstances and the whole object is to avoid an open trial. Yc 
should never forgel that. Surely, the movers of thes(' amendmeni 
have forgotten the idea, the principle underlying this Act thi 
we cannot afford to have an open trial, and that should nc 

be lost sight of. For the second time, a referenc(‘ has Ixh' 
made to the (hilcutta Police Bar Association and that is 
reason 1 am bound to sav something. T had a talk with them. 1 
Rp]U‘ars that those learned gKMitlemen have faihul to take the corre( 
view of this matter; they have overlooked the ])rinci]>le underlying tl 
Bill, the very idea for wlnh’h this Bill is ])eing made, and that is thr 
we cannot afford to have an open trial. It is impossible; it is dangei 
ous to the witnes8(*s c(»nc('rned. ^Flie man who comes fo give evidenc 
is intimidated. As T know' of a case W'hich T was called upfm to tr\ 
a witness was shot down w'hen the case was at the investigation stage 
The man’s son came to give evideme after the father wuis killed.. H 
wa)s a little young fellow’ who apjx'ared before the tribunal about 23 da> 
after the murder. This is W’hat we do not want. We w’ent an 

held an insjH'ctiem at the time when the man was living and in th 
meantime the man was shot dow’u ; then the boy came with the robe 
according to the custom which we wear in our mourning and he we] 
and gave his evidtuu’e and said that that was the reason why hi 
fat hew w’as shot dow*n. ’ He was ab.solutely afraid, no doubt he woul 
1)0, and the police had to take him away from his village — I think i 
was Agarpara where this happened. T therefore say — please do no 
forget the real puri>ort of this Act and it is this that so far as th 
witnesses are concerned and so far as the trial is concerned, you canno 
have it in an ordinary way. What is the good of saying all this 
For ordinary badmashes there is a procedure in the Criminal Code an 

you say that this ought to be the definition of the 'extraordinnr 

baa mashes whom w e want to deal with under the prooosed Bill. I d 
not understand if there is any sense in this. I quite feel that in th 
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Select Committee we failed to define the word “ goonda ** properly. 
But we have done our level best and we could not do more; but becau»e 
we have failed to do it, that is no reason for introducing something 
which will absolutely take away the rights of other p(Hi]>le ^\llo huAc 
been given a right under the law. I am doubtful whether you can take 
away the provisions of the suixwior legislature, viz., the (Tt)\ ei mncnt 
of India Act, by introducing these things here. I therefore think that 
there is no substance at all in these amendments, and they car.not l)o 
accepted. I admit, however, that there are difficulties in the wmy of 
our making the definition as s<‘ientific as it should be in a ciimuial 
law. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: 1 am afr.id 
my friends are so very anxious to have a definition — a logical defini- 
tion — of the term goonda ” that it ap|Mmrs to me to ])e a waste of 
time. I do not think that the amendments that have been broiigbl for- 
ward or the suggtvstions that have b(*en made are in any way satisfac- 
tory; thf'v are neither scientific mw logical. At the saim* time we 
know what a goonda is. Oftentimes it is better to deserilx* a thing 
by a synonym than to try, to give a logical (bdinition heciinse that 
generally lands us into certain absurd jmsitioTiH, and I find that it is 
exactly tlie case with my friends. 

In trying to give an (‘xact definition of the word “ goonda ” llai 
Ilarendranath Chaiidhuri in his amendimuit s.iys that a goonda means 
a” person who is by habit a robber, liouse-br<saker, etc., and traiiHjdanls 
bodily section 110 of the Criminal Procedure (\)de witliout taking into 
consideration tln^ fact that (‘veii there it is no d<‘finit ion. Hahn dalindra 
Nath Hasu in his amendment .sa>H that a goonda includes one who is 
by habit a thief, etc., and he aNo introduces all that w(‘ find in section 
110. The difficulty has been pointed out by Halm Surendra Nath 
Mallik that here we are going to introduce* a conflict of law. The 
Criminal Proceslure Act, wliich is ;in Act ot the (iovernment of India, 
says : — 

110. Whenever ft Presidency MtiKistrale, District Maj;i«trate, or Sii Mi visional 
Magistrate or a Magistrate of the first clasH siiecially emiwwered in this Mhalf by 
the Local Government receives information that any |H*rson within the local iimitH 
of his jurisdiction — 

(a) is by habit a robber, house-breaker or thief, or 

(b) is by habit a receiver of stolen property knowing the same to liavo been 

stolen, or 

(c) habitually protects or harbours thieves or aids in the oonoealment or dis- 

posal of stolen property, or 

(d) habitually commits mischief, extortion or cheating or counterfeiting com, 

currency notes or stamps, or attempts so to do, or 

(,€) habitually commits, or attempts to commit, or abets the commiMion of, 
offences involving a breach of the peace or 

V) is so desperate and dangerous as fo render his being at large wiChout 
securitf? hazardous to the community, 
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«uch Ma^^istrate may, in manner hereinafter provided, require such person to show 
eaucs why Jjo should not be ordered to execute a bond, with sureties, for his 
good behaviour for such period, not exceeding three years, as the Magistrate thinks 
fit te fix. 

Here the accusefl has ihe right to be tried in a particular manner 
and in called u]K)n to give security for his conduct. Now, if it is found 
that a man in (Calcutta who is by habit a man of that d(‘8(‘i iption, can 
he not claim to be tried under tbe Criminal Procedure Code and not by 
the H])ecia] legislation passed by the Bengal T^egislative Council? Here 
is a serious conflict of laAv which must be taken into consideration. I 
think that if a man is said to be habitually a robber, etc., it has got 
to be cstablislied by evidence. Wc know that tbeic are a large numl)er 
of High (Vmrt rulings on this point. What is meant by the words 
“ bv habit or habituallv a robber ”? If ji man commits one single act 
of i'oblM*rv h(‘ cannot bo said to be a habitual roblier It is also to l^e 
di'cifhul bow many robberies should have to be committed before a 
man is to 1 m' reganhul as a habitual robbei'. Th(*se are learntul dis- 
(juisitions which should not be introduced in tb(‘ Bill. ^ on \v[int for 
Calcutta a bit of s|H‘cial b'gislation to deal drasiif ally with tlu‘se ]>eHt8 
of soci(‘ty and you arc going In introduce so nianv (N.nflicting laws that 
practically the Bill will fail to attain its objc(‘t. That is why T am 
op])osed to all tlu'se attempts at definition. 

There is no (h'finition pijodically possible. Tt lias boim sought to 
define the giwinda as a robl)er, a house-breaker or tliief, receiver-of 
stolen profMM'ty, (dc. Obviously, be who harbours such a ]H‘rsMT\ is 
also a goouda, and a man, who is d(‘sperato and dangerous that he 
sb(»uld not b(‘ allowed to 1 k' at large without security, is also a goonda. 
Hen* the word “security” is introduced hec:ius(* section 110 is a 
security section, hut here wc do not want anytliing like that. What 
we want is that tliese |M‘'its of humauitv should be suppressed and 
Calcutta should be freed from theip by this piece of special legislation. 
Of course we e\pe< t that much giMnl will come out of this Act altbougli 
we do not know liow it will o]wate, for its operation is not in the 
hands of the legi.slature. The application of a law is a difF(’M‘nt thing 
altogether, but this attempt at definition is simply futile and it will 
stand in the way of giving the Bill its proper value and worth So I 
am o]kposcd to these aniendnients aiming at a definition of the word 
goonda. 

Bliiu NITYADHON MUKHERJEE: I rise to op]K)se this amend- 
ment. If the amendment is accepted as has been pointed out by Babu 
Surendra Nath Mallik this will be rejwtition of the provisions of section 
110 of the Criminal Procedure Code. Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri has 
omitted one clause, viz., clause {e) of this section which says “habi- 
tually^ commits or attempts to commit or abets the commission of, 
offences involving a breach of the i)eace. When the word “ hurt “ ig 
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added after habitually commits ** in clause (d) of his unuMulment, 
I submit that 75 i>er cent, of the younp men ‘join^j to schools and 
colleg’es will become liable under this Act for habit iiaJly hurtinj? or 
attempting to do so. A young man may give a slap or a fist to another 
and if he d(H‘s so on a few rn'casions he will 1h* said to be habitually 
committing these offences and will thus be liable under this Act. So, 
if a resident of Calciitla or its mdghlHmrhood cuts a trR‘ or breaks a 
wall of his neighbour he will be liable under this s<‘cti<iu for babitually 
committing misebief. I do not umhustand what is im*nut by this, 
Rai Ilareiidranatb (liaudhuri has inserted clause (c) which says “is 
.so desptrate and dangerous as to render Iiis being at large without 
security hazardous to tin* community.” I do not think that it is (‘ve‘r 
intended hy Rai llareiidrauath ('’haudhuri that this Act is- to b«‘ used 
for taking security. 

Th(‘u \V(> come to the definition suggest(»d hy Ilabu datindra Nath 
Basil, lie has staled — one wluj habit ually pr(d(‘cts or haihours lobheis 
or thi(*ves and one vvlio habitually <*ommits <‘\(oi turn ami thest* an* 
bailable offenc(‘s under tlx* pro\isions of N(‘(tnui.s IJlbA and dOl of tin* 
(\)de of (’nniinal I’rocedure. 1 think the dause which will make a 
g(Kynda liable undei' tliis Act is clausi* d, which saNs - 

Any iK’rsoM is a goonda who conmutH or nhols the coinniiHHion or is about to 
coinniit or is a.ssi, sting or abetting ttio tomnnssion of a non-bailablo oflVnco against 
person and property. 


Therefore, a man must Ik* first aecusK*d of a uou-bailahh* ofVeuc<* against 
]K*ison and [)ro{M*rty before action under this Aid can hi* taken against 
him. But the ainendinents suggesti'd by Babu datindra Nath Basu 
and Rai JIarendraiiath (diaudhuri include jH'rsons accused of committing 
even non-builable oflenees. There is no doubt that th<*se amendmeuls 
have lieew suggested to protect iiinoeeiit jKmjde from theahus(‘of jiow'er 
by the police, but if tlieso amendments are accepted, in that case the 
Act will include persons whom it was not the intention of the 
(^oveniment to include, fonsixpieiitly the imsertion of tlie ameridjm*nls 
wdll do more harm than giKwl to the public. 


Mr. 8. R. DAS: I rise to oppose the amendment. But hefoie I do 
fio, mav I, with your fK^nni.ssioii, corn*ct a stalemeiit made hy Babu 
Sureiidra Nath Mallik ui>on the last (xvasion. I desire to iKiint out, 
Sir, that I am here as a non-official ineiiiher and not as the Advocuti*- 
Geiieral of Bengal. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: 1 beg bis pardon, but T 
thought that he was Advocate-General, day and night, wherever he was. 

Mr. PRESiqENT: He is Advocate-General, Bengal, everywhere 
except in the Council. 
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Mr. 8. R. DAS: I jet lue first lake up the amendment of Rai 
Hareiidranath Chaudhuri. There are several objections to it. In the 
first place, as has been referred to by two previous speakers, his amend- 
ment has been taken from section 110 of the Criminal Procedure Code. 
If you have to define a f,^oonda under the definition of section 110, there 
is so far as I can see, nothing to prevent an ofPender from lipplying 
to the High CouH that he should be tried under section 110 and not 
under this Act; and since this Act does not amount to a repi‘al of 
section 110, he has a right to claim that he should be tried under 
section 110 and not by tins sj^etaal legislation. Section 110, to my mind, 
contemplates (iiiite a different state of things from tho prosecution of 
g(M>ndas. 

It has been sought to define a goonda as a jx'rson wlio is liabitually 
a thiej': now a habitual thief is not necessarily a goonda. The goonda 
is rather a man who is conmvted with ads of violence. Pul a Inihitual 
thief may he a most cowardly p<TS(>n. Then it is suggusteil thajt a 
gCMUida incliuh's one? wdio hahiiually juotects or liarlwmrs rohhers or 
thiev(‘s or aids in the eoneealment or disj)(>8al of stohui projKoly. If 
a man d(H‘s all tliese, it does not necvssarily mean that he is a goonda. 
lie may he a most resjH*ctaht(‘ man and a harmless thief so far as 
apiKMiranees go. Again, the reecuvor of stohm prc^iHU-ty can ha idly 
he ealh‘d a goonda, at least it does not follow that he is one. When 
you pass a special h'gislation like this you must keep that distinct from 
the ease of |H‘rsons who come under section IP) of the Criminal Pro- 
cedure (’ode. There is anothei ohjertion to the word “ hahitual.^’ 
Perhaps my friends do not understand the real signifii iince of the word. 
Ij<*t me give an instance. Whil(‘ w’e were (‘oiisidiu iiig this very matter, 
one (lay a house in the ^southern part of this tow n w’as surrounded by 
the |H)li(v who arrest(Hl six oi eight gooiMlas who weie living therewith 
the (lurwan. The> were all found to he in possession of revolvers. As 
a matter of fact they had' arrived hwe the evening before from Bombay 
and on recei])t of information the indiee had arrested them with revol- 
V(>rs in their possession. It w^ouhl have been im]K)ssihle to prove that 
they were hahitually goondas. You will often find men prowding about 
the streets attempting to stab people. You ('nnnot trai'e any evidence 
of their hahitually stabbing jxVople. Nevertheless they are* goondas 
all the*sam(. That is why the (h*finition of section 110 must he kept 
out in defining a g(H>nda. Nmv, Sir, turning to the amendment of 
Palm Indu Phushan Dutta, may I i¥>int out to him that his definition 
of gixmda is almost us vague as that jmt in the Pill ? This definition 
is almowst as vague as that in tlie Pill, l>eeause the definition sa^s that 
a goonda is a jhm’vSoh of des]H‘rate and dangerous character whose l)eing 
at large' is hazardous to the community. “ Dovsperate and dangerou.s 
rhamet^r ” tliat is a comparative tenn ; a man may not he a desj^erate 
or a dangeyoua character in my opinion, but he may b: one in tke 
opinion of Mr, Dutta; again, he may not l)e a desperate or dangerous 
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c^racter, but may cayse such a breach of the i)eace ns to alarm the 
inhabitants or section of inhabitants of Calcutta. I think tho object 
with which Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta ha«i intruiluctHl this amciulmejit 
is really carried out in the Bill itself, l)ecause if yt>u look at section 3 
you will find that a man who is alleged to be a goonda, cannot merely by 
calling him a goonda. he brought under this Act. It does not depend 
on the definition of goonda at all. lie has got to be a goonda, then 
he has got to lie a ])erson wlio is committing or has (‘ommitted or i.s 
about to commit a non-bailable offence against ]H'r>on or projierty or 
an offence of criminal intimidation or an offemr involving a breach 
of the j>eace. That is not enough. Even if he is about to commit a 
non-bailable offence, tiiat is not sufficient to bring him under this Act; 
you have got to show that he is a desjH'rute and dungiM'ous chaiact<*r, 
or aliounf to cause an alarm to a section (d the ]h‘o]i1c oI (In' b callty. It 
is only wlien he comes under thest* circumstances, that Ik* can come 
under this Act, and T think if mv friend will consider it, lie will agree 
that if a man ('an Ik* shown to be ^’uilty of all this, he is just as bad 
a (iharactt'r ns n man who is a dangeioiis amt de,sjK*rat(* cliaractci'. It 
is extremely daiigiuous (o diffine tho term goonda; it is extremely diffi- 
cult to get a satisfac’torv definition and all definitions must b(^ more 
or less vague. If you keep this definition, you re merely giving to this 
Bill a meaning which it is not intended to convey. 

Rai ifOCENDRA CHUNDER GH08E Bahadur; This matt( r is one 
of some difficulty. The amendments propo.s<‘d by Babu ludii Bbusban 
Dutta or liai JlanMidraiiath (diaudhuri or Babu .latindra Nath Basil 
cannot be admitted for the reason that tliey cover tin* gi'ounds of si‘ction 
JIO of the (b’iminal Ib'owdure (’ode and Babu Surendia Nath Mallik was 
right when he said “ if you define a goonda as in tli(*se amendments, 
you take away a valuable right from the subjects —fhi^ right of apjH*al 
for revision to the High (’ourt and the like.” That being so, the ]ht- 
son against whom the provisions of this Act would be sought to Ih' 
a]>plied, should l>e a ]M*rson wdiose criminality should lie gri'atcr than 
the criminality of j>ersoris coming under section 110 of tin* (’rimiiml 
Procethire (;ode. I supjKise tliat is as clear as it can be. That iH'ing 
so, led us see whether the definition, as given in the Bill, is sufficient. 
The Bill says a “ goonda includes a hooligan or other rough.” Now 
a hooligan means a memlier of a gang or IkkIv of jiersons addicted 
crimes of violence. This I C4^in admit; but when we go to tin* next 
“ or other rough,” that ifs inadmissible. A rough means in the 
dictionary* a rude, rowdy fellow, that is, a jHTson who cannot come 
under this definition. Ho is a {>er.son who is not as criminal as one 
against wdiom the provisions of section 110 of the Oirninal Pr(K*edure 
Code can be applied. Therefore, it should bt^ clearly uiidersUKifl that 
the provisions of this Act should apply only to persons whose ( rirni- 
nality of conduct is greater than persons who come under siMition 110 
ol the Criminal Procedure Code. 
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Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: I am very pleased 

to siii)pf>rt lliis aiiieiKlmeiil and tor \erv ^rave reasons, l^eeause during 
my ex[)erien(uj of labour nnrest and strikes, T know that peo]de who take 
a leading part in strikes are giMjerally known as strike-leaders and bad- 
masluLs wlio should be got rid of. I will give you an instance, ^(ot long 
ago during the strike in the dock ar<*a of stevculores’ coolies, one man 
living in Mjitiabruz was considered to he a regular liadmash. The jxdice 
were after his bUnid, and the police approaelied the magistrate to find 
out wind tier the man cmild lie c/mZ/rtnc/f. They thought that s(*ction 110 
of th(‘ (hitninal I’nK’cdure (^mIi* would be suitable for tin* i)ur])ose, but 
tlie magistrati^ did not agree. Now this A(d is biung biouglit in, what 
will be the fate of this man? Under this Act you are not d(‘fining a 
goonda, and T do not know whether in any criminal Act in any i>ait of 
the woi'ld |M*rsons considerisl to be ofTcuiders are not defined. 1 have tlu' 
assurance* of the Advocat(‘-(i(*n(*ral oi* any other legal lumie.arv that it 
cannot be done. W«‘ll, 1 am not sure about that, but 1 think tliy l(‘gal 
brains have* not be(*n sutlici<*ntly <*xer(‘ised in finding out a suitable d(*fini- 
tion. Slrik(' l(*aders ar(* always (‘oiisidmed to lx* intimidators. but no 
strike can Ik* a success without intimidation, without pi(‘keting, and soon. 
N()w, what will be the fate of th(‘se men; s<‘ction 110 ol the Criminal Pn>- 
ceduri* Code* is not suitabb*; he is not by habit a roldx'r, housi'-bieaker or 
thief, h(‘ is not a habitual offendcu', but he intimidate, and, according 
to the ])olice, intimidation will come under the (roondas Act, for he is 
(aiusing an upi'oar aful ups(‘ts tin* wlnde of tin* indust ?'ial ]K>]>ulati()n of 
the locality. So what 1 want to know is, not that T want to op]X)se 
the only definition that is in the Act, but T want an assurance from the 
TTonTde the M(*mber in charge* that strike-leaders or those ]Kmple wdio 
are connected with industrial unr(*st will not be d(*alt undt*r the (loondas 
Act. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The vm-v lucid explanation 
that we have had from Mr. Das on tbis amendment and the clauses of the 
Hill b •av(‘ me very little to say. Mr. Das bus jxiinted out that the 
amendments which are taken from the Criminal rrocedure ('ode are 
liract^ailly impossible. 1 may note in passing that there is one omis- 
sion from this wholesale borrowing from the Criminal Procedure Code; 
the ]>rovision that habit may be ]>rove<l bv reimte has been omitted, 
and it Is not at all clear how the habit is to be proved. I think it is 
unn(M‘essar> for me to labour the ]>oint further with regard to the amend- 
ments of Hai llarendranath (^haudhuri and Babu Jatindra Nath Ba^m. 

As regards the amendment of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta, Mr. Das has 
also shown that the intentimi is reallv effet ted under the provisions of 
the Bill. There is a further small |>oint ; if a man is .sOLdes]ierate and 
dangerous that his In'ing at large is a danger to the community, have 
we any^right to turn him bH>se outside the province? The fact is that 
nothing hinges on the definition of the wonl g(x>nda ; if we had lieen 
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abk to find a definition, we would have knui ^rlad to do 8o. We all 
know what a froonda is thoiijrh probably no two will altojir<*ther 

agret* ai« to the precise definilion; but we all know what he is, and the 
two Judges will also know what he is. But the real definition of the 
man who is to he dealt with under this Art eomes under section and 
the Select (\»ninntt(H‘ have endeavoured to frame section J so that it 
may not include any man who w’e know is not a giMuida. 

The amendment standing in the name of Hahn Indii Bhu^haii Dulta 
was then put and lost. 

The arnendnumt standing in the name of Kai llanMulinnath Cliaud- 
huri was then put and lost. 

The amendment standing in the name of lhi))n datindra Nath Uasn 
w’as then jnit and lost. 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: I move that danse ‘J(/) W omitted. 

[At this stag(‘ the Ibm’hle the l‘resid(‘nl left tin* t’ouncil and tin* 
l)epuf \ -Iht^sident tmtk tin* (’hair. | 

Mi’mhei's will sec that t 1 m‘ <*\ pr(‘ssion of “ neigh hourlnM)d ef t’alcutta” 
has heen defimsl in this pailicnlar danse. I d(‘sir«‘ to hrijig to the 
notice of the nnunhcrs of this (’ouncil that iti tin* Bill \dnch was first 
intro(luc(*(l Indore* this (’ouncil, the w'ords used \v<‘ie “ town an.d suh- 
111 hs,” (U‘ in otlu'i w’oids, tlu* scope* of the Bill was limite*(l to tin* town 
and sulmrhs of (’alciiita. I‘'<)r some* reason or othe*r, the* scojie* of the 
Bill has now hen'ii c\t<*nelcd to the* ne’ighhourliood eif Calciitla, whicli 
1‘ougltlv comprises the* thr<*e* aeljoiriing distaietH eif the* 24-l*argunaH, 
Howrah, and Hooglily. I was not pi(*.se*nt h(*r(* when the* Hon’hle* the 
Memhe*!' in charge* intioduea'd the Bill, hut j have very e’are'fully r<*ad the 
s|KH*ch elelivei<*d hy him on that ex'casion. Ife* insistesl, and I think 
rightlv insisted, that giKindaism was a crime ]N*culiar te) (’ah-utla and 
that legislation fe>r its eradication w'as necessary. T have alsei read his 
siHH*rh very careful] v whe*n he moved for leave te) re*fer the Bill to a 
Sele<‘t (’ommitteH*. (hi that cK-casion also he in.siste*d that goomlaism 
was ])ee uliar to (’’ale-utta and that this h*gislation was neen'sMarv te) eia- 
dicate the evil fre)m (’alcutta. Th(‘u, again, the Statement e>f Objects 
and Bease)ns, whie h is in the hands of every meinher e)f this (\)Uiicil, 
shows that goomlaism is an evil |)eculiar to (’uh'iittu. No refere'nce 
at all is made* in tin* Stat(‘im‘rit of (^)hje(*ts and Reasons to the advis- 
ability of exteneling the sceipe of the Bill to the neighlMUiriiig urea. 
Ojunions were sought from fourteen rei)reseiit alive bodies in (’alciitta 
W'ith reference to the provisions of the Bill. I have gone very carefully 
through all these ojiinions, and .so far as I have heen able to gath(*r, 
there is not a single repre.se nta five laxly which advcMafes the extension 
of the flill to the sunouuding area.s. Even the Bengal (y|iairil>er of 
Cominer(‘e which approved of this Bill did not advocate its exl«*n^ion to 
the suiTounding areas. In theta* circumstanceH, may I ask why a (diange 
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has been made, and tlie scope of the Bill been extended to the three dis- 
tricts adjoining Calcutta!' I wish to point out to the ineinl>er8 of this 
Council that there is considerable danger in extending the oi^eration 
of the Bill to these areas, esi)ecially when we have not heard that 
goondaisiu as an evil does exist outside (’alcutta to such an extent as to 
demand legislative interference. T do not know whether tlie CKpinions 
of the representative bodies of these localities were sought; 1 do not 
know even if the o]>inions of the District Magistiates of Howrah, the 
24-rargana8, and Hooghly were taken; and I do not know whether the 
opiiiions of the members who represent these areas in this Council were 
taken, bc^fore this alteration was made. Now, in these circumstances, 
when therc^ is no demand for such an extension, why is it sought, to 
enlarge tlu^ ()])eiation of thc^ Bill? I know that goondaism exists to a 
very great extend in Barabazar. Is it suggested that the goondas, 
when driven out of (/ulcutta will take shelter in Howrah or H(H>ghly? 
That cannot be, la'cause by this Act you are emjKiwered to send them 
out of the jirovinc'e or out of the Presidency area as mentioned in the 
Bill; so it is imimssible for them to take shelter in Howrah or any other 
industrial area. I would point out that there would 1 k‘ considerable 
hardshi}) in extending this Bill to the neighbouring area. I think I 
may take it that this Bill is not mea,nt to operate against strikers. I 
am not a labour member and 1 cannot say that I have much sym])athy 
with labour movemcMits. But I think it has lieen decided by courts of 
law in England tliat striker's are jHU-fec'tly h‘gitima(e and legal methods 
for the purjiose of nsln^ssing the grievanc'es of the communities (*on- 
cerned. Now, strikes are of two kinds, (kutain strikes are engineered 
by men othei than those who are aggrievc'd, and there are strikes which 
are genuine labour strike^. There is a great danger of this Bill being 
made to operate* against genuine strikers. As the Bill stands, I do not 
see there is any safeguard against its being applied against strikers. 
If there is a strike in a mill in the i^eighbourli(H>d of Calcuitta. natur- 
ally the manager of the mill will approach the District Magistrate for 
action under this Act. Therefore, it is extremely undesirable that this 
Bill should be extended to the surrounding areas. 

Then, again, this Bill strikes at the rtx>t of the elementary principle 
of law that a |HMsi>n is entitled to have a fair triiJ liefore l)eing punished. 
We must see that tliese enormous i>owervS which ai*e conferred uixin the 
police are not alnused. In Calcutta there exists a ver>’ powerful public 
opinion which, we hope, will act as a check against the abuse of the.se 
^>ow^ers by the Calcutta police, but is there such a public opinion in the 
areas wdiere the Bill is sought to lie extended ? There is none. There 
the jxdice is the nuilik, and consetiuently there is a great chance of these 
snormous ix>wers Ix'ing abustxl, and I think they will be abused, unless 
some s^leguards are added for the protection of the |>eople living in 
those areos. * 
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NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: 1 ri.so to opix>so this motion. 

I do not know wliat has indurod my friend to bring’ this ameiKhnent 
before this Coiineil. I am a memlx»r from the town of Howrah, and 1, 
as a r(‘j)resentative of Howrah in this ('ouneil, want to extend this Bill 
to Howrah. My friend’s contention is that this extension will not be 
necessary, becaus(‘ ihes<' men will be asked to return to their homes, 
but these iieojde, I mean the g(K>mlas, are as mucli inttdiigiml as any 
other peoide in the world, if not more, dust now, we have heard from 
the Hon’lde Mr. Stejihenson, that they have already been iiujuiring as 
to wbat will l>e their fate after the Act is passed. It is predty certain 
that before any action can 1 h* taken, they will go to Howrah, and you 
may well imagine the difficult i(vs the jH‘ople of Howiah will b(‘ put to. 
I’herefore, it is highly desirable that tlie Bill should be'extend<'<l to 
Howrah. Then‘ canrnvt be any doubt that lu^fon^ any 'action is taken 
against tlu' goondas after the passing of this Act, they will leave' ^’al- 
cutta and will go to Howrah and tlndr acti\itieH tlnue* w’ithoul the* h'ast 
chance of dtdection. I trust my friemd does not want us ti> b<‘ oppresseul 
by the g’eKUidas, whilst the ('ah’utta peojde would b(^ sav(‘d from these* 
<*vils. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: T rise te. oim^hc this 

amendment. I am (Uie of tho.se |M*rsons who sugg(‘st(*d to the* Hon’ble 
the Member in chaige that if the (io\ernment Ik* d(‘termim‘d to juiss the 
Bill and if this Bill is at all pas.sed including the suburbs, then the adja- 
cent areas slujuld also lie included in the l(M‘al exl(‘nt of the Bill. T hup[»tfij 
to live ([uit(‘ chrse to ( 'alcutta, although not in that area which teM-hnically 
comes umier the term “ .suburbs.” The Mernlu*!* m charge* while in- 
troducing the Bill .said tliat goomiaism w’heii it is tackh*d seriously 'n 
the he'art of the city develops in the outlying areas. If that lie the 
exjierience, I fee*I there' is .some* nee’e*ssit.y e>f inedueling these' are*as in 
tluv Bill. It will 1 h* a futile atte'injd ineievd to gi‘t nd e>f the* evil if 
th goemelas are simply elrive'n out e>f the towui ainl allowe'd to inhabit 
the adjacent aieas within easy re*ach of (’alcutta and it will lx* a bad 
{K>licy also to try te> .secure the safety of the city at the e^xiK‘nse of the 
surrounding areas. We all kne>w that gexnielaism jirevails as much 
in the suburbs of ('alcutta as in the mill are-as and I do not know’ wliai 
tliere is to distinguish the suhurhs fremi tlie axljae*ent areas, wdiich are? 
included in the definition of the ” neighlKmrheKxl eif (’alciitta.” 

With llu?8e words, I opi)ose the amendment of Mr. A joy riiunder 
Dutt. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: The gromuls for 
BUpiKHtiug the aineudment have already lieen fx>vere(l hy Mr. J>utl, hut 
I would like to reply to my friend, Jiabu Nitya Dhon Mukheijee of 
Howrah, becai^ he is very much alarmed that Howrah will lie a dumping 
ground for the goondas. Pray, may I ask him if Howrah is such ^ 
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a rich place, hucIi a v€>ry suitable plac^ for lootiug that the goon das 
will select it after Ixnng exiKdled from (/alciitta? We all know that 
ITowfuh is a very poor ]>laee, inhabited mainly by ('fsdies and poor i>eople 
emjdoyed in tiie mill areas, w!io do not even j)ay an income tux. One 
tiling my friend has forgotten and that is that Howrah has got a lot of 
mills. What he really wants is to have some sort of weapm to use 
against tin* }K*ople who agitate in those areas. If that is so, certainly 
he ought to ha\i‘ s]K)k(‘n out, and stated this fact. Looking at this 
clause every poli ((‘-station in Mill area has Iummi (‘overed by tliis section. 
All th(*se stations merit iomul in 2(-h (a) cover a go<Kl many mills and 
what 1 want is an assurance fiom thelfon’ble tlie Member in charge that 
th(‘ peo[>le of tliis artai who an* int<*rest<'d in strik(*s, and include leadtu’s 
of strik(‘s, may not Im* brought und(‘r this Hill which may be utilized to 
punish or c(M‘rc(‘ or ter]’oriz(‘ or d(*]uive them of tlu'ir lilx'rty. Looking 
at this cluus(‘ 2(‘/) ((/) I find that within this (dause are includ(*d ]K>lice- 
stations which cover mill an*as. Haranagore is a mill area. Nawapara 
is another — M'ltagarh, Khardah, Hudge-Hudg(* are all mill areas. Sir, 

I want an assurance from the Horrbh^ tin* M(‘mb(‘r in charge ot tin* Hill 
that this Act will not In* used in thi'se mill areas to hrc'ak strikes and to 
d(*priv(' sli'ike-leaders of their liberty. *Tt has lH‘(‘n r(*cogniz(*d that 
without strikes, labonnus cannot impr.ovi* tludr position and so nothing 
siuvuld be doiu' under this Act to interfere with strikes and striki*- 
leaders. 1 ap])iehend from the definitiiui of goondas in the Hill tiiat 
this Act will be used in mill ar(‘as to bieak striki's, but, Sir, 1 may remind 
the Ilon'ble tlu* Menib(*r that goondas are only found in ])lai‘(*s whert* 
there is a much iioard(‘d wealtli. Is tlune any ex(‘(*ss of wealth in mill 
ur<*asy The ihhu* luboureis live there, draw their wag*es and tlu* only 
rich iiuMi who live tlu*re a|e the labour contractors who make money out 
of these ])oor labourers. Surely, the members of the Select (’ommittee 
ought to have lestricted the oix*ration of the Act to Calcutta onl> . 1. 

therefore, supiKirt this amendment. • 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 am really surprised to hear 
the reasons olVeri'd in supi>ort of Mr. Dutt’s amendment by my friend, 
the Labour m(*mber. My friend, Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt, moved his 
umeudment for (piite another purpo.s** and my friend, the Labour member, 
has sujiporUHl it thinking that this clause could Im applinl against 
labour strikes. 1 would j>oint out that if Calcutta is to he freed from 
giMUidaism, is he not anxious that all these places where the poor laboui'ers 
live should also be freed from giHindaism? It is the iKK>r j)eople who 
are more oppn\sstHl by the gmindas. 

Another thing 1 cannot understand, coming as it does from my 
learned friend, Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutta. I am almost bewildered when 
he sa. vs \hi\i g(H>ndas will l>e driven out of the province and so the 
noighbourhot>d of i'alcutta will not be affected. But does he forget 
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that there is a possibility of goondas shelterinp themselves in the out- 
skirts of the city liefore the ixilice can take action under this -\ct ; and 
it will be no wonder if one evening the people of ('ab'utta are affected 
by the gmnidas from Howrah. In these days of swift motor-cars it 
takes only three or four minutes to chkss the bridge, come to (’alcutta, 
finish their depredations and then go back to Howrah. Therefore, to 
ensure the safely of the city we must also ensure tin' safety of the sul>- 
iirbs; and it is a very desirable measure to include tin* neigh l)ourh(HKl 
of ('alcutta within the oi>erations of thi.s Act. The Stdcid Hommitli'e 
has taken a very wise course in the matter and W(‘ fully endorse their 
otdion. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I am sorry tt> find (liat mV 
fiieiid, Mr. Ajoy (’humbu- Dutt, is lahoiiring umler a jiiisappudieiision 
when h(‘ thinks that the goondas are a solid masonry mass of hri(‘k ami 
stoiK‘ located somewliere in Harahazar. That smuns to Ix' his idea. Hut 
I (‘an assure him that goondas can movt* alxmt and the whole id(‘a is 
to corifiu(* them within a coidon, as it were., in order to inak(’ it exlremtdy 
diffieull for thes(* people to conn* into Calcutta for the pin'iK>s(‘ of making 
(lepiedat i(>!is. Wo tliougld in the S(*lec1 (’ommiit(‘<‘ that Calcutta should 
he tak<‘n as the cmitie with a radius of 10, 1‘J or lb mih's in Hu* mdgh- 
hourhood. Hut tlnm we thought that, owing to tin' pix'simt situation 
of Calcutta we should include within the radius of that pari of lh(‘ ‘J4- 
Pargaiias which was within th(‘ imme(liat(‘ iMMghhourlKKMl of Caliutta 
s!’ that goondas might he ke[d out of those pla(’es in oidiU- that Calcutta 
might 1)0 safe from their depnalations. 

The (juestioii raised hy tlie laibour immiher is (juiO' li(‘sir|c the point 
and U)U will find tliat the thanas or |Hdice-sial ions mentioned in the 
sulvclause are not all locut(‘d in mill un*as; for it.-.iance, Tollygungo 
is not a mill ar(*a, Behala is not a mill anui, Matiabniz is imt a mill 
area, Bally is not a mill area. fA voice: But LilhMiah?] 1 
am lalkiiig* of Bally only wliich is not a mill area. Lillooah js piiite, 
a different place, and if my friend do(‘H not know the diffeicnce UdwiMUj 
Bally and Lilbxnih, I am sorry for him. 

We have chosen this area for inclusion in okW to maki* Calcutta 
safe from the (b^predatioiis of goondax. I am surprised to lu'ar that 
people in the neigh hourhcxKl of Calcutta are st^ jkmu' that the* goondas wbll 
not find it profitable to live there. Anybody who knows Howaah knows 
that there are rich iXMiple living there and that crim(‘s against iM^rsons 
and proix'rty by goondius also take place there very freipiently. These 
facts are known to us all. Therefore, I do not see iliat tlicie is any 
point in the I^lK>ur member’s contention not to include tb(‘se an?as. 
We are trying to make Calcutta and its neighbourluKKl safe and we 
thought that this wa.s the best way we could do it. It is no us<‘ taking 
an isolated pi«ce out of the Bill and ask us to throw it out. That will 
not do. Look at the Bill as one whole. Look at the purpose for which. 
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this Bill has been hrouf^ht into existence. Tjook at Calcutta and its 
immfHliate neighbourhood and you cannot but see that this is the Imst 
solution of the problem. Therefore, if you want to allay the anxiety of 
the pfM>pl€ of (’abaitta and its neigh bourluKjd and if you want them to 
}m‘ aafe from goondas, I w^ould ask you to give effect to this Bill as a 
whole. I, therefore, oppose the amendment. 

[At this stage the Ilon’ble the President returned to the Chamber 
and took the Chair.] 

The Hofl’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: It is quite true that when 
the Bill was introcluced it was confined to (hilciitta and its suburbs. 
But I think it is not true that no indication was given of the reasons 
why it was extended. The Sel(‘ct Committee’s report gives an accamnt. 
1 gave an account myself in intnslucing the S(‘b‘ct ('ommittee’s report 
and 1 think the debate in the (^mncil on the last ot^casion gave the 
reasons iH‘rfectly and clearly, I do not think that I misinterpreted 
file wishes of the House on that occasion, (’ertainly they seemed to 
me to exiu’css iK'rftM’ily clearly a wish that this Bill should not be 
allowed to indict an intolerable hardship on the p(‘o))le of Howrah and 
the neighbouring areas. It is not m(*rely a question of ricli |K‘o]>le 
being oppressed by goondas, the small sh()]>-k(*ei>erR in Howrah liave 
as much right to be protecttsl as those in Calcutta. Mr. Mallik has 
exjdainod clearly the intention of the Sidcct Committee in extmiding 
the scojH* of the Bill. The only argument that has bemi ]nit forward 
in favour of this amendment is the shadowy one that th(‘ piovision is 
aini(*d at strikers. As regards that, it has been made ]x‘rf(‘ctly clear 
from the beginning what this Bill is aiming at. The Sidect CoinmittrM* 
has put into it as many safeguards as tiiey ]K>ssibIy could. If after 
this any hon’ble member is so distrustful of (lovernment that they 
wish to hedge it round still more, I can only say what one member has 
already said this moniing — it is b<*Uer not to juiss this Bill at all. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

T»M Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I move that in 
clause 2(4) (a), after the word “ Nawapara ” the word Barrack- 

pore ” l>e insert imI, and after the w'ord “ Matiabruz ” the word “ Mahesh- 
tolla ” be inserted. 

The thanas mentioned in this rlausi' of the Bill were taken fmm a list 
given to the Select (^ommittee by the Deputy Inspector-Ceneral of 
Crime as Ixdng the areas which Mould carry out the Select Committee’s 
wish. After the Select Committee’s report was published, the Collec- 
tor of the 24-Pargana8 brought it to our notice that these two paiti- 
cular areas have lu'en omitted. It is not an extension of the enclave 
but ^heie two areas are in the middle of this enclave and the omiasion 
of th©«e two areas would mean that they would bec-ome ihe residence of 
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goondas from all round. The amendmen< that I am moving is not abso^ 
lutely necessary because the clause, ajs it stands, gi^es Government 
power to extend the Act to them by notification, but imwmmdi as it 
would certainly be projwsed io extend it to these Jireas at once, I 
thought it was only right to im lude them in the original Bill and place 
the profKisal before the Touncil. I therefore move this amemlment. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 2, as amended stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 3. 

Mr. PRE8ID£NT: The quest ion is that clause f3 stand pari of the 

Bill. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U : I move that-- 

(i) in line 2 of clause (3) (7), after the word * Police ' tlie bdlowing 
be inserted, namely:— 

‘ on an irujuiry held by himself or by a Deputy ('oinniis- 
sioner of Police ’ ; 

(to the brackets and figure (O in line 11 of clause 3(/) be omitted; 

{(li) for the word ‘or’ at the end of clause 3(/i (?), the word 
‘ and ’ be substituted ; 

in') clause 3(7) (ii) and clau.se 3(7) {ni) be re-numlKued as 3(/) (?') 
and 3(7) (ii) resi>ectively.^’ 

My first amendment is only to lav d(»wn statutory rules for the 
guidance of the (knnmirtMioner ot I’olice, Calcutta, otlierwiso ii may 
hapf)en that the (k)mmi‘^.Hioiier may d<‘legate his function to some head 
constable or to some insp^n tor or other |K)lice offiw^r. 

Mr. 8. R. Das: On a fK)int of order, Sir, the amendment moved by 
my hon’ble friend is quite different from that printed in the List of 
Business. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It is a misprint and the Secretary has circulated 
a corrigendum. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: If no such rule is laid down under 
the Act, the inquiry may be entrusted to a subordinate officer of the 
Police and the Comrai.ssioner may take action on the basis of such 
inquiry. Having regard to the nature of the Bill, I want to provide 
against this by having the inquiry made either by the Commissioner 
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himself or hy a Deputy ('ommiHs inner. That is to say T want that the 
iTJ(|uiry should he made hy a resimisilde officer of the jwlice. That is 
my fij’st amendment. 

I'he second part of my amendment relates to offences which can he 
dealt with under the existing law afid there is no reason why tluMc 
should any overlapping?. The offences of criminal i!>timida(io!i and 
breach of the i>eace are the tw») main offences a^?ainst which this Act 
is intended to juovide and not apiinst offences against person or pro- 
perty wdiich can he dealt witli under the ordinary law. Hence ray 
amendment, 

Mr. 8. R. DAS: 1 oppose this anumdinent. 1 do think that my 
hmi’hh' friejul has not really undeistood this clause. As a matter of 
ffict tiio Words “ a^?ainst ]K*r.son or piojHutv ” w'ere not oiipfinally in 
the Bill. TIh'v w(*re introduced in the S('h‘ct (N)mTnittef' with the 
siiecific ohj(‘('t of excludiTi^'’ merel> jxditical convicts, that is, dhovse 
pi'rsons w'ho were mendy f?uilty of jaditieal offences unaccompanied hy 
violence of some kind or other and if this is withdrawn you take away 
the only nnil safeguard we have in this Bill re^rju •din^’ ]>olitical offenc^^s. 
My hon'hle fritmd u])prehends that if we have this cla\ise retained, it 
would overlap the provisions of the (Viminal Bro( <‘dun‘ (\)d(‘. 1 do not 

think there m‘ed ho any apprehensiem of that kind, henause a js'i'-on \\l!o is 
puilty merely of a non-hailahh* ofVenee af^ainst iMU’son and ]n:ipeHv 
cannot under any circumstaiices he hrou<?ht \inder this Act. He will 
he proce(‘ded apiinst under the (himimil Vrocedure (^ode. It is only 
wln'i! he ('ominits an offence aprainst per.son and pro|K*rty and is also 
a p(*rson who is dan^<'r<vus or likely to cause dan^cu- to the 
inhahitants of a locality and at the same time who is, what 

is }?<‘nerally termed, a ^?oonda, that he comes under this Act, 

and if lu' does come under this Act, he cannot he prosemihul under the 
(’riminal Procedine ('ode merely hec^iuse he has committed a non-hail- 
ahle (vffetiee under the ('riniinal BrcHanlure (’ode. 1 think after what 

I have said, my hon’hle friend will see his way to withdraw his amend- 

ment. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE; I was under the im]»ression 
that tlm first part of the* amendment was moved hecause the mover 
wanted to have a nnm* clear definition of “ poonda.” If his pro- 
posed definition had heen accepted then of course this amendment would 
have l>oen necessary. But I do not (pute undersTand why this amend- 
ment should he moved when his previous amendment had not lieen 
nccepttHl. It has no meaning at all without the previous amendment. 
This, as I have already said, is the most important point in the whole 
enactmmit. It is a safeguard in regard to offences against pt'Tson and 
proi>eHy and if vou lake away this safeguard what is the ^ood of havingi 
this lawV 
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As regards ihe second part of the amendment, I would submit that 
under the proposed amendment a iierson must not onJy commit an offence 
of criminal intimidation but must also cx)mmii an offence involving 
a breach of the jH'ace before he can be protanMled against under this 
law. But that is not the object of the Bill, which will have no meaning 
if this amendment is accepted. T therefore op{H)se the amendment. 

Rsi NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bfthadur: It strikes me 
that my hon’ble friepd has made a mess of the whole thing by suggest- 
ing the deletion of lum-bailnhle offences as l)eing triable nnder the 
Criminal Procedure Code. But at the same time he wants to retain 
offences of criminal intimidation and of breaches of the fXMice. Aie 
not these also triable under the ordinary law? For tiliai reason, I 
do not see why sub-clause (f) should be deleted. Mr. Das has also 
shown good reasons why this clause .should Ik* retained. Tt is a safe* 
guard against misapplication of the Act against political offenders. 
For these reasons, I would request my borrhle friend to withdraw bis 
amendment. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U; I 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you asking for leave to withdraw your 
amendment ? 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: I would like the first part to Ik* 
put and the second |Kvrt withdrawn. 

Th6 Hon'ble Mr, H. L. STEPHENSON: T would w)nfine myself 
to the first part of the mover’s amendment which requires that the 
inquir\ should he held either by the Commissioner himself or by the 
Deputy Commissioner. T think this involve.s some misapprehension as 
to what actually will take place. D<k‘s the memlK*r wish the (^ornmisHifUior 
of Police himself to go down into Bumibazar to make inquiry? That 
would obviously Ik* wasting the valuable time of a highly paid public 
offi(*er. What actually will take place is this. I have myself seen some 
of the records which — I will confide to the Council in strict secrefiy — 
have already been prepared. The first record 1 took up consisted of 
the records of 15 previous convictions in the course of the last nine 
years. It consisted also of record.s of lhana diaries and statements of 
complainants and various specific cases. The second record I trK)k up 
was of a large number of convictions in 2Ct years with the same refer- 
ences to complaints made at the thanas, references to the thana diaries 
and reference to actual inquiry' into cases. That is the kind of record 
which is to be examined. It is not a case of going round in the 
w^mary way and asking the neighlxyurs what they think about a man. 
That kind of thing is impossible in Calcutta. What we have to rely 
upon is positive definite convictions for criminal offences and that is 
the sort of inquiry which will be hel4, The sort of inquiiy which the 
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member contemplates will have no place in those records. In(iuirie8 
made whether by the Deputy Commissioner of Police or by a head con- 
stable will l)e very little use to the Judges if they only consist of 
inquiries on the spot, liecause j>eople will not give any evidence if you 
go out makitig inquiries in this way. What we liave got to rely on is 
the previous re(;ord of the man as shown in judgments, in recorded 
evidence and in recorded confessions. I think that this amendment is 
based on a misapprehension, and wdll, if carried, cause a (‘crtain amount 
of inconvenience. I would, therefore, ask the meml>er to withdraw it. 

Babu dATINORA NATH BA8U: After wdiat has been stated by the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge, I see the difficulty that will hapjien if 
the amendment is carried. 1, therefore, beg leave to withdraw' it. 

The motion w'as then, by leave of the (Council, w’ithdraw'ii. 

RA|a MANILOLL SINGH ROYt I move that in clause 3(71 (a), 
line 2, after the w'ord “ goondas ” the following he inserted, nanvely : — 
“ or harbours any such jMMson or persons.” 

It needs no speech to explain why I want to include the jM^ople who 
liarbour goondas. It is a known fact that there are such j>eople in 
(Calcutta and they are rich men ami it is they wlu) try to shelter the goon- 
das from the elutches of the law, and, conseipiently, they are more dan- 
gerous to society than the goondas themselves. It is generally 
believed that if these [KMqde who harbour goondas are removed, 
goondaism w'ould 1 m' checked. It is these iieojile who have haffied the 
provisions of the present law's, ag^iinst the goondas in various ways. 
So I think, Sir, that for obvious reasons the activities of these i)eople 
should first he checked, if we are really anxious to stauip out goonda- 
itim or curl) it to any extent. 

Mauivi EKRAMUt HUQl I am afraid that if Tlnja Maniloll Singh 
Boy’s amendment is ac('epted it wquld mean that we push timidit\ to 
the extreme. To my mind it might hapi)en that i^rsons who give 
shelter to the goondas might do so quite unknowingly. If a goonda 
hajiperis to go to a particular person and asks for food or shelter, it is 
quite'likely that he will get them from that i^erson, for the people of 
Bengal, like other iK'ople in India, are hospitable people. To make 
such a man liable to be hauled up before a court of law is a proposition 
which seems to lx* monstrous, and I do not think that such a provision 
should find a place in the Bill that is going to be passed. I therefore 
opix)se the amendment. 

The Mr. H. L. iTEPHBNBON: This proposal was con- 

sidwd by the Solect Committee. It is perfectly true, as the Rajs 
Sahib says, that the men whom we want to get at are not merely the tool, 
hut hJ men who live on the crimes of those tools, put as the last 
8] oaker has' pointed out, we felt that bringing in harboarew in lo maaf 
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words wa.s perhaps a little dangerous, as the word “ liarWur ” might 
have a wide meaning. We are also advised that the man whom we all 
wish to get at really for all praetieal purjwses ecuues under the term 
“ goonda or a meml)er of a gang or body of goondas, and if he is 
(iomraitting or has committed or is about to 4ommit or is assisting or 
abetting the commission of tlmse offences, he can be treated under the 
Act, and I think that without giving the dangerous extension to which 
the last si)eakpr objected, the Bill, as it stands, will enable us to deal 
with these classes of jx*ople whom the llaja Sahib has in mind. 

Raja MAN I LOLL SINGH ROY: 1 l)eg leave of the (kmmil to 
withdraw my amendment. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Tt has been })ointed out 
to me that sulvclause {2) to clause 3 covers my amendment and that 
my object will be fully served by .sub-clause , In that case I Ix^g 
leave to withdraw my amendment. 

The following amendment was then, by leave of the Council,* with- 
drawn : — 

That after the word “ ('jilcutta ” in clause 3(/)(c), the following 
be added, namely: — 

“ (w tlie neighbourhood of Calcutta.^’ 

The following amendment standing in the name of Uai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitia Bahadur was, in the absence of the membtT, deemed to 
be withdrawn : — 

“ That to clause H(J)(iii), after the wonl ‘ peace ’ the words ‘ or 
the disturbance of the public tramiuillity,’ lie added.” 

Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: T move that in clause 3(7), 
line 17, after the word ” Calcutta ” the following be in^erbal, namely: — 
“ or to any }>erson or j)ersons within Calcutta and the neighbour- 
h(K)d of Calcutta as defined in the Act.” 

As a layman I am naturally anxious that by a clever interjiretation 
or rather misinterpretation of this clause a goonda may not eH4 ajH* when 
a non-inhabitant of Calcutta is the victim. I think the language of 
tills clause is not sufficiently clear, and definite to the jK>int. It is 
notorious that it is the mufassal jieople w'ho, while they are on a visit 
to Calcutta and are out sight-seeing or making purchases, Tall more 
easy victims to the goondas than the inhabitants of the city who are 
quite familiar with the ways of the town. Then, the villagers may be 
molested in a (juiet comer of the town without causing any alarm to 
the inhabitants or to any section at |he inhabitants of Calcutta, and 
for such cases, I think, we should be prepared. As a representative of 
a mufassal constituency I considered it ray duty to try to see to the 
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safety of the mufassal people through this Bill, so I move the amend- 
ment and I hope it will be accepted. 

R®l Dfi HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I do not know what the exact 
dictionary mean^l^ of the word ‘‘ inhabitant is. If the word 
excludes the teii||x>rary sojourners in the city, then I have great sym- 
jKvthy for what ^he Baja Sahib has said, but I understand the word 
includes anybody who will be within the purview of the city for the 
time l)eing and as such he must be considered an inhabitants of ralcutta. 
If 1 am wrong, 1 hope the Hon’ble the Member will correct me. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STBRHENBON: We have every sympathy 
with the Bnja Sahib’s anxiety to save visitors to raJc-utta from the 
attacks to which they are particularly liable. We considered this 
matter in Select Committee and we came to the conclusion that the 
word “ inhabitants ” would cover a certain numb(‘r of the ]K*o]>le for 
whom the Raja Sahib lias a care, but that it w'ould not cover the {leople 
w'ho (‘ume in during the day. But we felt that no one (’ould |)ossibly 
hold that atta(^ks on i>eople in the streets of Calcutta whether they were 
resideifts of Burdwan or Rajshahi or of ('alcutta itself could fail to 
cause alarm to the otlier i>eo|>Je of Calcutta. The essential fact is not 
where tlie victims come from, but what the effec t of the outrage on the 
I)eo]>le will be, and I think it is (piite clear that any outrage on a casual 
visitor to (!alcutta will be covered by this section, because it will la^ 
a danger to, or cause, or be likely to <*ause, alarm to, the inhabitants 
of Calcutta. 1 therefore think that this amendment is not really 
necessary. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH SOY: I am (piite satisfied: my jioint is 
gained, and 1 beg leav^to withdraw ray amendment. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Mr. Ajoy Chunder 
Dutt was, in the ab.sence of the raeml)er, deemed to be withdrawn : — 

“ Tliat clause 3(-?) be omitted,” 

Tbe Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON; I move that in clause 3(2), 
line 17, after the word ” inhabitants ” the words ” or to any section 
of the inhabitants ” be added. This is merely a drafting amendment 
which bring clause (2) into line with the phraseology of clause (7). 
The purport of my amendment is merely to bring the inhabitants out- 
side Calcutta on the same lines as thase inside Calcutta. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahaillir: I move that at the end of 

clause 3 the following be added, namely: — 

Provided th^t no^inp itj \his section shall apply to any political 
offence.'* 
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There is an appreliension outside this House, or I may say even 
inside this House, that the provisions of the Bill may be applied to 
political offenders." My friend, Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta, only an 
hour ago has given us his suspicion or his doubts as to whether the 
police will not tahe advantage of this Bill and apply it to political 
offenders. We know that this is unfounded and the Select t)tmimittee 
have assured us that " this is not the intention of the Bill.” That 
being the {>o8ition, 1 hiul that there will be no harm if it be explicitly 
mentioned that the Bill shall not apply to any political offence. Hun- 
dreds of young men — noii-co-opemtors — ^have been hauled up by the 
police on vaiious charges of criminal intimidatiou or an offence involv- 
ing a breach of the j)eace. A young man holding strong jx)litical view'! 
may apix^ar to an overzealous police officer as a ” rough ” and if it be 
attributed that he has committed ” criminal intimidation ” by asking 
a shopkeej>er not to deal with helati clothes, the overztuilous iK)lice 
officer might go beyond what is pro|»er and might at times be tempted 
to take action under this Bill. So, |)er8onally, 1 am disjiosed to think 
that Government will \k> well advised to put it clearly down that nothing 
in this Bill shall apply to iK)litical offenders. 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: 1 move that at the end ol clause 3 
the following be added, namely : — 

“ Provided tbut this section shall not apply U) any person who, 
having taken part in a pcditical or labour movement, crom- 
iiiits or is about to commit an ait HjHJcified in ibis section 
in connection with, and in the course of, such a movement.” 

After what has been stated by Bai Dr. Haridhan l>uit Bahadur it 
is not necessary for me to say very much. 1 only desire to draw the 
attention of members to one jMiriicular fact, llie jwlitiiuil offender 
commits an offence not for his own iwrsonal benefit. The ordinary 
criminal commits an offence generally for his own Hfgrandisement. 
There is, therefore, not that moral obliquity attachiBg to jwliticAl 
•fences which attaches to ordinary offences. Persons committing ]>oli- 
tical offences can be dealt with under the ordinary law and the ordinary 
law is quite adequate. I am apprehensive that unless sui h a fwtnision 
is included, legitimate political movements may be scotched by the 
operation of this particular Bill. Then, one word. Sir, with reference 
lo labour movements. As I said, there has ariseii a new Hiiuation in 
India. There is at present a labour movement which did not exist, say 
about 26 years ago. Now strikes, which are the mauif^tation of this 
noveineBt, may be of two kinds: strikes which are fomented by iioliti. 
cal agitatoro, and strikes which are genuine; in other words which are 
to iy a partioukr community for the purpose of having its 
gfiavancM mkmmA. Now, Sir, you are going to extend this Bill to 
flo neifhk t^” ! ^ Calcutta. There are a large number of nuJjU « 
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in thi« area and consequently there is a danger of the provisions of this 
Bill l>eiiig utilized for the purjwse of stifling genuine labour movements. 
For these reasons, Sir, I earnestly hoi>e that the proviso in the words 
I h'ave suggested here will be accepted by the House. 

Here the Council adjourned for 15 minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

Dr. PRAMATHAHATH BANERJEA: There are many who appre- 
hend that the provisions of this Bill may, under certain circumstances, 
be utilized for political pui’ixises, and our unfortunate exjierience in tlie 
past goes far to confirm this apprehension. We all know how some of 
the provisions of the ordinary criminal law of the land are some times 
used to punish jwople who are disliked by the powers that be on j>olili- 
eal grounds. It should be remembered also in this connection that this 
Bill is going to find a permanent place on our Statute Book and we all 
know that very often when an Act becomes old, its original intention 
is forgotten and it is use<l for a pur|K>He for which it was never intended. 
It is absolutely necessary, therefore, in order to prevent aii> abuse of 
the Act to ex(;lude sjxjcifically all {Hjlitical offences from the Bill. I 
therefore beg to supiKut this amendment. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAj 1 beg to support whole-h(‘ait(Hlly 
the amendment of Mr. Ajoy Chumler Dutt. 1 withdrew a similar 
amendment early in the day, in order to he able to suppoit Ins amend- 
ment, which is more comprehensive than mine. During tlie last year, 
our exi)erience about the utilization of the section about the ai)iM)intm(*nt 
of sjiecial constables, .section 141 and section lOT of the ('liminal Proce- 
dure (V)de has led iw to think that when there is a jHiliticul trouble in 
the coiinlry, Governmenl does not hesitate to apply for iKililical pur|K>ses, 
laws which were never intended to serve any political purpose. If this 
Bill is given a permanent plaee in the Statute Book, us it is the iuten- 
tioii of the Council to do, all the *discussion we are having, all the 
assurances that we are getting, will be forgotten in the pnictical applica- 
tion of the Act. In the Act itself, the mere sections will remain and 
the discussions and a^lsiirances wdU be like a thing of the jxist. It is, 
therefore, svll the more necessary that a clause should he emlxidied in 
the A(j;t, which will definitely prevent the Government from utilizing 
this A<‘t for stifling ptditical and labour movements. Therefore, I think 
it is imiHU'utively necessary that this amendment should have a place in 
the Act. 

Babtt KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I only want to add a few 

words in supi>ort of the amendment proposed. I understand that Gov- 
ernment are also anxious that this Bill should not be used against the 
poli'ictll offenders. The only difflculty is that it will be difficult to 
make a distinction. It may be said that m the name of political work 
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many goondad may eome, but section 3 is suilirieiitly wide to a 
discretion to the Commissioner of Police and lie shall have to take 
special care to see that the provisions in the last part of clause 1 are 
pToperlj' given effect to. Under the circumstances 1 do not think that 
it will be difficult to make a distinction, and we must depend upon the 
Cominissiouer of Police for the exerckse of proper discretion. In this 
view I think it would be better to say clearly that it is not tlie desire 
of Government that it should be used against political offenders and 
they should be protected. In this view without taking much time l 
support the amendment and I hope Government will aecede to our 
request and make a clear declaration that this Hill will not apply to 
jKiIitical offenders. 

Rai NIB ARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur; I kg to supixut 

this amciidnient and my reasons are these. In the first place, there is 
a widespread niisapprehensioii insiile the Uouncil as well us outside it 
that there is just a chunee of this Act lH‘ing misapplied to iKiIitical 
cases and it is desirable that that misapprehension should lie removed. 

It no doubt redounds to the credit of the Select rommittee that the Bill 
has been remodelled and recast very considerably in res|K>nHe to pu!)lic 
opinion. At any rate, it is a new Bill altogetlier, and I think there is 
no difiiculty in removing this misapprehension. It may be said that 
the Bill its(dt‘ is sufficient for the purjiose bt^cuuse the language of 
clause d precludes any political offender being ui)prehend(‘<l under the 
provisions of this Bill becauw* there it is iwintcd out that only i^erson 
or gang oi body about to commit or is assisting or abetting the commis* 
sion of a non-bailable offence against |)erson or pio[H‘rty, etc., etc.,’^ 
comes within the purview of the Bill. We know how Acts are inter- 
preted elsewhere, in spite of the assurances of the Select (^mimittee in 
the re]K>rt that we are advised that the various suggestirms made in 
favour of exhaustive definitions are Imsed largely on an apprehension 
that the provisions of the Act may l>e apidied to * jx>litical offenders.' 
This is not the intention of the Bill." We all know from the opinions 
of learned Judges sitting on the Benrh that the re|M>its of the Seler f Com- 
mittees cannot be referred to in argument, nor are they any guiding 
principle in interpreting any section of the law, nor have tlie speeches 
of hon’hle members in Council any weight in this connection. In view 
of that fact, to he exf^icit, to be rlear, Uf be on the safe side, it- is well 
both for the Judge and the Prosecutor that this proviso should be added 
and this public misapprehension should he removed. Secondly, the 
amendment projiosed by Mr. Dutt is quite in .order and is calculated to 
remove that misaiiprehension, and so I supjxirt this amendment. 

Mwfvt EKRAMUL I rise, to support these araendiwenta. 

The Goondas l^ill provides for the safety of ourselves against the acta 
el the goondas, but 1 arm afraid db provision whatsoever hm been made ^ 
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to provide for our safety against the subordinate official goondas, and 
so it is necessary that there should be some explicit provision in the 
Act which should provide against that contingency. It is true that the 
Hoh’ble the Member for Government will say that the Act is never meant 
to apply to persons a])out whom safeguards are being proposed by the 
movers of these amendments, but in addition to our placing full reli- 
ance on his words, let there l>e also something in the Statute itself 
which will clearly indicate that under no circumstances will Govern- 
ment officials ever move to lay their hands on persons who are not 
gooudas but are connected with labour movements or are political 
offenders against whom substantive provision in the law of the country 
is enough. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI:! l>eg to support the 
amendment of Mr. Dutl. It has been insinuated — why insinuated? — 
alleged by the laiboiir meml)er as well as others in this Council, tha.t 
the Act ha.s been framed in such a w’ay that it can be used against iK)liti- 
cal offenders and against thovse who organize lalmur strikes. If the 
objei'.t of the Government is just to exclude all those i>ersons, us they 
profess it to 1 h‘, then I do not see what difficulty there can be in accept- 
ing this amendment. It might be said — “ Well, if a i>olitical offender 
commits any offence Jigainst person, or property, wliy should lie not be 
haulcMl up just like other i)eople Certainly he should l)e; but there 
ai*e other laws which you can apply. You can very well deal with liim 
under the ordinary criminal law and that will be the only appropriate 
course. As a political offender or a strike leader is not primarily and 
necessarily a goonda, why should you contemplate dealing with him 
under the Goondas Act ? As I do not find any answer to this, I supi)ort 
the amendment. ^ 

Babu SUREHORA NATH MALLIK: I am sorry I cannot support 
this amendment. (Hear, baar.) It has been said ‘‘Hear, hear.’' 
Attempts to make me shirk my duty will not do. I know these tricks 
very well, I am long enough in public life not to know them. As a matter 
of fact, these things were disoupsed in the Committee. My friends need 
not think that such a big question like this was net discussed nt all. It 
is all very easy to say that political offenders or any person connected 
with tabour movements, etc., etc., should be excluded from the scope 
of IJbe llillt but may I ask my friends — Is there any deffnition of politi- 
cal offender or political offence? 

Hii Or. HARIDHAN OUTT Is there any definition of 

gcN^a? 

•lIlB BUmNORA HATH MALIIKS Well, it has beem defined in 
this iKO-^t leasit an atUnnpt has been mode to do this. My friend is a 
doetor.^ He had better not try to meddle' in these things. He should 
eonfine his^aotiTitiea to examining tUbJboert, liver, lungs, sfdeen, etc. 
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The fact is where io yon drew a line between political offenders and 
ordinary goondas? Supposing a goonda joins a picketing party, has 
he got to be let go because he has joined a picketing jwrty? Then, 
igain, if you are going to do this, the result will In? that the goondas 
will join either political ])arties ot labour parties. Is that good for the 
labour |>arty or the iwlitical party? Just think over the matter. Do 
not get up and suggest this is so and so. and if anybody says anything 
against you he is supjwrting the Government. There is nothing in that. 
You want yohr political parties to consist of rt*putttbU^ ukmi. 1 do it 
though I may not agree with them in their views. What you say now 
is that these goondas who, getting into the lalH>ur i)et>ple's clan or the 
political people’s clan, go on committing depredations, should be given 
immunity l)erause they have got their names registered jfj some samiti 
or union. That is the position. Consider that. It if\ no good l)oing 
influenced by arguments like that. Nobody is more anxious than my- 
self, nobody can pretend to be more anxious than myself, to 
see that no |K)litical offender or for the matter of that anybody 
who is merely a jKditical offender should be included in this. It is |)er- 
fectly true, but tlien how are we to do it? Is it ]x>ssible for you to do 
that ? How to draw the line and where to draw the line ? Hundreds and 
thousands of goondas in Buirabazar might join the picketing |)arty of 
young students; so far as the latter are concerned 1 can very well 
pt‘rsonally overlook their faults but not that of the goondas who go 
there as politicians. As you know in Burra Iniiar there have Ikuui some 
uiidcMirulilc ]>eople who joined the c^mgress party and who have siib- 
se(juent]y b(*en found to he nothing but goondas. 'ITiose are not exactly 
the men for whom you can possibly have any sympathy. 1 liereforo, if 
it is possible for you to suggest anj' remedy I can say that you can exclude 
this class of i>eople. By all means do it, but so long as you cannot do 
it and so long as you cannot define or you cannot draw a lino and say 
what is a j>olitical offence, and what is not, and where an offence which 
takes, as we call it, the nature of a political offence develojw iivto a very 
dangerous nuisance, so long as we cannot do that I am sure that it would 
not lx* to our interest, to the interest of the townspeople, to the interest 
of the labour memlwrs or to the interelt of the political bodies (whom 
we all i-esixK't though our views differ widely) that these goondas should 
be allowed to go and join their activities. Therefore, it is not proper 
that we should include them and I oppose this amendment. 

Mr. 8. R. DAS 2 I oppose this amendment. I think that 1 am as 
anxious as even my young friend, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy, to 
exclude 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: I rise to a point of 
order. I think it has been ruled by .you that no member of the Hoiusie 
can be address^ by any member, howensr senior and learned he may be, 
as a young friend. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: There i« no need to use the adjective, if an 
hon'hle member takes objection to it, though I should like it very much 
myself used against me. (Laughter.) 

Mft 8. Rs DA8s Being an old man myself, I thought it to l)e a 
comjdiinent. However as he objects I will withdraw it. 

I am as anxious as my friend, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy or 
any one (dse in this House, to avoid the operations of this Act against 
purely jioliticul offenders, but 1 am not preiiared to exc-lude, frmn the 
operations of this Act, jieople who are really goondas but for the time 
being are employed for the purjxise of political oft'ences, I ask this 
House to consider seriously whether they are prepared to exclude from 
the ()j)erations of this Act a goonda merely because he hap|>ens to be for 
the time being engaged in a ijolitical movement. If they are, then I 
admit that some such provisions as the amendment is necessary, but I 
take it thal what my friends really desire is that a |>erson engaged purely 
in a iHilitical movement should not lie brought under the ojierations of this 
Act. If I am right in that, 1 challenge anyliody to jnoduce any word- 
ing which can have that effect apart from what we have done in the 
Bill itself. 

Take the amendment of Mr. A joy rhumhu' Dutt. Su]>]>osing a well- 
known g(M)nda of this town takes jxirt in a jMilitical or labour movement, 
commits or is about to commit an aid sjKndfied in this section in connec- 
tion with and in the course of such movement, is )h‘ to be excluded from 
this Act, although he is a goonda!'^ 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: Nobody has suggested 
that. 

Mr, 8. R. DA8: My triend says that no one has suggt‘s1ed that. It 
W'ould just have this efl’eet if you want to imss the amendment. T want 
you to eonsider this. Do you W’aut to ex(d\idc this law from having any 
oi)eration against a goondii. provided he has taken part in a }x)htical or 
labour movement, who eoimnits or is about to eommit an offence under 
this section in collection with .that movement? The ditficulty I have 
felt iplways with regard to amendments of this nature is to keej) it con- 
fined to a imie ixdilical offender who is not a goonda, but I say that it 
is inijxissible to do that -except iu the manner in which we have done. 

I shall }>roeeed to show you that presently. If you can produce words 
which will exclude from its operations a gix>nda and will only refer to 
a ixditical offender who is not a gixmda, 1 am willing to accept that 
amendment. I am ixu-fectly willing to accept that. The amei^dment 
does not do that : that is why I am opposing it. We know that on the 
lust occasion there were a number of Burrubazar goondas who were 
employed as volunteers to keep up the non-co-o|x‘ration movement. 
Should ^hey he excluded from the operations of this Act .merely because 
they took pait in a ix>litical movement. I know of many instances itt 
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which they took advantajire of their position as volunteers to about 
and commit depredations. Should they he excluded because they took 
part in a political movement? Would they — 1 ask Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri to consider for himself — not be excluded if the amendment 
is allowed and this section is not to apply “ to any |ierson who having 
taken part in a {Kilitical or labour movement commits or is about to 
commit an act aptnufiiMl in this section in connection with and in the 
course of that movement”? Surely they would be. 

Babu KIBHORi MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (loondaism can Ih^ pro- 
cwnled against. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order! 

Mr. 8. R. DAS: I am suggesting and suggesting seriously, that you 
cannot ju'oceed against a goonda if that goonda is connt‘cttMl with a jKili- 
ti(‘al movement, if this amendment is carried. That is the reason why 1 
am opjKJsing this amendment. 

Now as against this, just consider tlie Act; that as franuMl jiracti- 
cally excludes all jnirely |K)hlieal offenders. It does not (exclude a jsdi- 
tical offender who is also a goonda, hut it dtM*s exclude a imrely jxdi- 
fical offender. 

Now look at section 3(7), I would ask* any imunlHU* of tliis 1 louse 
to point out to me how* a ixditieal offender who does not coim‘ within 
section 3 can jMissihly come within the o|X‘rations of this Act, and if 
he comt‘s within s(*ction 3, he is undoubtedly a goonda. and iindouht(*dly 
ought to come w’ithin the openitions of this Act, (*V('n if lu* hap|HuiH 
to he a purely |K)litical offender, if has to Ix" prov<Ml. that he is a goonda. 
There is no definition of that ex<’ept that we ndv U|K)n tlu^ g(*neral 
knowledge just as you do iijxin the general knowledge as to the imuin- 
iiig of the w(»rds “ political offender’'; hut th(*re is sonu* idtui con- 
veyed by the w*ord “ goonda ” in connection w*ith tlie fact that he has 
got to commit or is about to commit a non-hailable off’enc<* against ]K‘rson 
or projHMty. I cannot imagine a purely fxditical (dfender i ninmiting a 
non-bailable offence against person or pn)p<M-1y. I can imagine that at 
a congress meeting or at any other political imxding thi‘ parties become 
so heated that they take up the chairs and hit mch other, committing 
an as.sault, but then they do not thereby commit a non-hailalde offence 
against person or pro{>erty 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: Even if one is 
seriously hurt? 

Mr. S. R. DAS: Even if person is killed while assaulting each 
other, that is not enough. He has got lo do that .s<» as to he a darig(3r 
to or cause or to be likely to cause alarm to the inhabitants or to any 
section of the inhabitants of Calcutta. If you can trust one man to^ 
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judge whether a ceriata person is a political offender or not or whether 
the offence he hafl committed is a political off^noe ox not, you can surely 
trust him to judge whether he comes within section 3 pr not. It is no 
good trusting the Ckiinmissioner of Police or a Judge or the Local Govern- 
ment to see whether the offence committed by a person comes within 
section 3 or not and distrusting him as to whether he comes within the 
definition of the term “ ix)litical offender or not. It is the same man 
that you are trusting. Iherefore, my submission to this House is 
this that the Bill as it has been framed safeguards a puiely iwlitical 
offender so far as it is possible to do so. No words can possibly 
absolutely safeguard any jierson of that description and even if you 
carry the amendment, because you distrust the Commissioner of 
Police or the Local Government, what is there to prevent the Commis- 
sioner of Police from deciding that a particular offence is not a |K>litical 
offence? There is no ap{>eul fiwa it. What is there to prevent the 
Judge to whom it is referred from saying that it is not u ixditical offence? 
You have got Jo trust him. Either trust him or do not trust him. If 
you can trust him to apply the Act, you can trust him to sc(‘ that it is 
not applied fp a purely ix>liticul offender. 

Another ground lias been put forward and that is that in the years 
to come, people will forget for what reasons this Act was jMssed and it 
might later on ho applied to political offenders, although at the prasent 
moment Government has no intention of applying it against those i)eople. 
That is quite po.ssible, but there again, unless you are satisfied that the 
Bill as drawn fairly safeguards a political offender, it is no (piestion of 
waiting for years to forget this; as soon as the Act is passed it could be 
applied also against jmlitical offenders. It is a ijupstion either of your 
trusting the peofde whom you have to trust for the carrying out of 
this Act or not trustin|l^ them at all. 1 ask you seiioiisly to consider 
before you pass the amendment. If this amendment, as I have said 
more than once, safeguarded! the jxditical offender, without at the same 
time excluding from its (>iK*rations a g(K>nda who happens to be involved 
in a jwlitical movement, 1 would have no objection to the amendment, 
but so far as I can — we consideml it seriously in the Select Oom- 
mittat — it does not exclude a goonda who happens to be also involved 
in a jmrticular jxditical movement, and that is why I am opposing tki« 
amendment, not because I want to bring in the political offenders. 
That is not the idea of Government so far as we could make out in the 
Select Committee and 1 do not think that it is the idea of any member 
of this House that this extraordinary Bill should be applied to any poli- 
tical offenders at all. 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHiiB tUHRAWARDY: I>et me voice a feel- 
ing which 1 ho|)e is entertained by a minority, namely, that the Goondas 
Bill whfch has been introduced by the Government in this stage of oar 
poliLcal evolution is directed mainly against political offenders. The 
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agitation against the goondas and against their depredations has been 
going on for a very long time. Memorials after memorials have been 
submitted to Government from ages })ast. It is only now when jwliti- 
cal agitation has begun to ort upy a more prominent pla(‘e in the i>olitii\s 
of this country that this BUI has been thought hi to b*' introduced by 
the Government of Bengal. I realize that the Government does not 
intend or has never intended that this Bill should apply to political 
offenders, but it is notorious that the memory and the faith of all Gov- 
ernments are short and a promise made by one Government this year is 
broken quickly by its successor. 1 ask the Hon ’hie the Member whether 
it is within his knowledge or not that eertait» sections of the (Viminal 
Procedure Code have l)een utilized for tlie purjxise of suppressing legiti- 
mate political agitation even though the men who were reajx)n8ible for 
the ('ode never for a moment comteived that it might be utilized either 
by the executive or the judiciar>’ for that pur{K)se. I would request 
Mr, Surendra Nath Mallik in iwrticular, and the members of the vSelect 
('ommittee in general, not to Ih» oppresml and obsessed bv their infalli- 
bility or their clarity of vision when they come forward and tfdl ns tiuil 
l>eoause this was discussed hv the Select (/ommittee, who ruled it out, 
therefore, tlie (\)uncil ought to accept their view's. But in this parti- 
cular instance he slionhl Ikjw to the wishes of the majority of the non- 
offic'ial mem hers of this (’ouiieil, Wause it is clear, I think, if you 
consider tin* res|M>nsil)Ie memhers w'lio hafe s|K>ken, that the majority 
of the ( oum il leans in tin our of this amendment. 1 ask Mr. Surendra 
Nath Mallik to consider what is the value of his criiiidsm that this |K)int 
has lK»en tlirown out hy the Si'lect (Vunmittee hm-ause a i>olitic4»l offen- 
der is not anywhere defined. If he could have definwl a goonda, I 
think, w'ith the desire to exidude a jxditical offender from the ojicra- 
tions of this Bill, he couhl have taken the same imins to define a i>oliti- 
cal offender with the meticulous care with which the term goonda has 
l>een defined. 1 ask him ag^aiii b> consider whetlier it is not extremely 
puerile to think that anyliody would come forw'ard with a suggestion 
that because he is a member of the congress jiarty or lias his name 
registered in some .saraiti or other he should be considennl at any time 
to be a political offender. We do hope that a time will come when the 
intelligent iKution of this country will take an increasing part in |K)lities 
and that few jieople wull be found who are not members of some jKditicnl 
party or another without being |H>litioal offendens. We are indeed 
willing to run the risk of having the fair name of a fwlitical offender 
and laljour .striker liesrairehed by the association of a few goondas who 
may happen to creep in or may be employed for the purpose of these* 
strikes or for committing pfditical offences rather than run the danger 
of having political offenders and legitimate strikers ropcnl in as goondas. 

I am indeed glad to find that my hon'ble and learned and senior friend, 
Ttfr S. R. Dai^ is willing, under certain, though somewhat remote, 
contingencies, to countenance an amendment to the Bill introduced by . 
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Govoniuunit; l)ut what I would like to tell him is this that the fear 
tliat this arnefidmerit will exclude ffoondas is He talks on 

the assuiuptioii that a i>erson who is roped in is a j^oonda. If he i^ a 
pfwiiida, he can be dealt with by this Bill (|uite irrespective of the acts 
that he couiniitH as a i>oIitical oft'ender. What the amendment })oints 
out is this, that you are not to declare him a ^oonda because he 
lias committed certain acts in connection with strikes. If he is 
a j^oonda afmrt from these* strikes, if he is a jfoonda apart from 
any part that he may have taken in ]M>litical agitation, then as 
a ^jfoonda he (‘an be broug-ht under the provisions of tliis Bill. 
But because he has taken |mT*t in a measure which is c'ontem- 
plaied liy this Bill, he (‘annot be made a goonda under the amendment. 
Mr. Das must know very well that in England certain Ac ts which are 
criminal arc* declared not to be criminal when they are undertaken 
during the progrc'ss of a strike or for the furtherance of a strike. By 
the Acts of loot) — 13 some Acts have l)een exempted and there is not the 
least rcnison why we should not as well extend immunity to these iK>liti- 
cal otTenders in the ('ase of similar Acts who may, by a more or less 
unbalan<‘ed Govc'niment, In* roped in for their own pur|K>ses. I do not 
tn(*an to suggest that when I use that expression, Government, as a 
rule, is unbalanced, but what 1 do find is that in the stress of jxditical 
agitation, it is a matter of the greatest regret that Government cannot 
sc*e eye* to (*ye either wdth the people at large or w’ith the i(‘i>resenta- 
tives of the |>eoi»le in this ('ouncil. Tf Mr. Das is unable to imagine 
a |M>li1ical offender committing a noii-bailuble offence against person 
or proi>c‘rty, that is not very surprising. As T pointed out, those men 
w’ho w'c'ie iespoiisil)le for the drafting of the Criminal T’rocedure Code 
were also unabh* to imagine in those days that it could Ik* utilizcMl for 
pur]K>ses of political offence. I fear, T ver>‘ much fear, that if these 
amendments are not passed bv this (kmncil, the time is not far distant 
when the provisions of this Bill wdll be utilized for the purpose of i)oliti- 
cal offenders and non-bailable offences will be created for the pur|K?se 
of those ]K)liti(’al offenders in order that they may be brought within 
the clutclu's of this Bill. 1 therefore recommend these amendments 
most earn<‘stlv to this House and T hope that almost all the non-oflScial 
members of this (h)uncil will take ('ourage in both hands and vote for 
these amendmoTitvS. 

Mr. F. E. E. VILLIER8: The recent speaker, Mr. Suhrawardy, 
aj)|)ears to me, by means of a considerable amount of verbiage, to have 
entirelv (douded the i.ssues. What the Hou.se has got to bear in mind 
in dealing with this proposed amendment and what it must keep con- 
stantly before it are these two main issues. Does the House belifeve that 
the Government honestlv intends to apply this Bill for the purpose for 
which ill is framed, namelv, for the suppression of goondaism in Calcutta, 
or does it believe that the Government intend, as soon as the Bill ia 
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parsed to utilize it for ijuite anotlier i>ur|K>Me; namely, the suppression 
of political activities? That is the first issue. ^ 

The second point which the House has got to hear in mind is this; 
Mr. Das Ims iwinted out tl at a certain numl«*r of g(H>n(las may immedi- 
ately fiock to the standard of the non-(‘o-oiH‘rators and labour ]H‘ople. 
Sir, not only may the\ do so in certain numbers, but 1 maintain tliat 
they most assuredly will do so in very great numWis. lb‘hnid the 
magnificent cloak and impregnable safeguard of jHilitieal and labour 
activities the gooiidas will be able, with impunity, to terrorize the district 
in which they live. I ask the House, Sir, not to lei the issue be clouded 
by this attempt to levy against the (irovernment what we know in our 
heart of heaHs to be an abs(dutely unjust accusation, but to keep the^'C 
two issues clearly in front of it. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: 1 rise to sup|X)rt this motion. 
I am extremely sorry that after so many years (to use the language of 
my frit^iid, Babu Surendra Nath Mallik) serving his mother-country, 
he falls (<» find out the definition of a political offender. Since the year 
1905, tlie year of the paitition of Bengal, up till now, you have* seen 
in the judgments of courts in the iKii)ers as well as in public meetings 
what is m(*ant by a political otl’eiuler and what is meant by a ]K)liti('al 
offence. He says that this (piestion was (‘oiisi(h*red by the Select (’om- 
mittee and let us s(‘e what the ('onimittee say in their re|H)rt — 

The definition of n “ I'-oonda ” lins l>een very carefully connidered. We are 
ndvihed that the variou.s hunj^estions made in favour id an exhauHtive definiTion 
are hahed larj^ely on an apprehension that tho provisions of the Act may he 
applied to jKiliticiil offemUTS Tins iH not tlie intention of the Mill and tlu* pro 
cedure which we fiave su^^ested under which the papers of the casi' are to b< 
examined hy two exjiorienced .ndvisinj? Judges aeeins m us the siirest siif<*guanl 
against an> «uch misapphcatimi. 

If that is so, let us use the ex]>iession “ iKilitical offender ” in the same 
sense in which the Select (Viminiltee used it. In the rejiort, the S(dt*ct 
C’om m i t tee say — 

The term goonda also is well-known in jKipiilar parlance and admits of little 
misconception. 

We also say the .same thing. The exinessiori ** jxditieal offender ” is 
well known to everybody and there cannot he any misconceiition alxmt 
it. My friend says that if this amendment is accepted, in that case, 
the goondas wdll join the picketing fiorty. Dties my friend then intend 
to say that the picketers will be prosecuted under this Act? If the 
goondas can avoid the oj>eratio!j.s of this Act, sinijdy by joining picket- 
ing parties, does my .friend intend to say that only picketing will make 
a man liable to be prosecuted under this Act. We have just heard the 
Hon^ble Mr. Stephenson. We have I)een told by him that when goon- 
dta are prosecuted, no inquiry will be made but that their previous 
conduct and tlie judgments of cases passed against them previous to 
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the starting of an action under this Act will be taken into consideration. 
In tile case of picketing, etc., no previous conviction or rather previous 
judgment will he available or made use of. Mr. S. R. Das, with his 
well known legal ajititude, has explained the circumstances under which 
political ofFenders cannot be included in this Bill. But with due defer- 
ence to him, I submit that notwithstanding the explanation he has 
given, Government may include }x>litical offenders if it intends to do 
so. I shall try to explain what I mean. Clause 3(a)(7) says 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We have finished the first sub-clause, and I 
hope you will not read it. 

Babll NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I am simply explaining how 
political offenders may l>e included under this clause. Tht* clause 
says : — 

Such person or such Kang or body ia committing or haa commitUnl or is about 
to commit or ia asaiating or abetting the commission of a nop-bailable 
offence against person or property, or the offence of criminal intimi- 
dation or an offence involving a breach of the peace, so as to be a 
danger to, or cause or likely to cause alarm to, the inhabitants, etc. 

Sir, please mark the word “ nr.” Mr. S. U. Das, while explaining the 
section, slated that a man must commit a non-bailahle offence against 
l»erson or projK*rty l)efore any action could be taken against him. That 
exjdanatioa would have Ihhui satisfactory if instead of the word or ” 
at the ('Tid of clause (/) of .section 3(7), the word “ aTul ” liad been 
put. I therefore think that the picketers can Ive hauled up under this 
section if Ihe Government choose to do so. When there is picketing 
shopkeepers may say that it causes alarm and intimidation to them; 
and therefore, the ix‘ 0 ]>le engaged in picketing are liable under this 
clause. The words ar<^ very clear, viz., or the offence of criminal 
intimidation ... or cause or likely to cause alarm to the inhabit- 
ants. If it was really the intention of the Select Committee to exclude 
the political offenders, T think the* best thing would he to accept this 
amendment. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE BlKadur: When I heard the 
Hon’hle Mr. H. L. Stephenson this morning I thought that these amend- 
ment.s should not he supported, but having heard the opponents of these 
amendfnents, I think there are good reasons whyr Rai Dr. Haridlian 
Dutt’s amendment should lie supported. As regards amendment moved 
by Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt, who once called me extremist, this is simply 
inadmissible. 

Mr. AilOY CHUNDER DUTT: May I rise to a point of order? I 
understand that the Rai Bahadur has called me an extremist. 

Mr.^ PRESIDENT: He has not called you an extremist, but he is 
referring to you having called him po. 
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Rai ilOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: lio says that this 
seotioD shall not aj^ply to any j)ersoii who havin^^ taken i»an in a politi- 
cal or labour movement 1 ‘ommits or is alaiut to (’ommit an aet sjH'eified 
in this section. What is spc^citied in the Aet 'r Non-bailal)lt‘ otVeiu^' 
against jierson or pioja'rty. l)tH»s he mean that a juMson taknif; |nn’t 
in a labour movement is at IiIkmIv to commit any mui-bailable offence 
against person or protx*rtyy Surely not. Foi that simple reason 
amendment of Mr, Ajoy ('hunder J)utt is utlerl\ indeltMisible. 

As regards the amendment (d‘ Itai Dr. Ilaridhan Dull Ilahadur it stands 
on a different footing. The Ilon'ble Mi. Stepheiis(ui has liiniseH' saitl 
that this Act will not a])j>ly to an> ])olitlcal off4‘n( e and reading tlu‘ pio- 
vision of the Bill 1 see no ground for suspicion that ( i(>\ei iinuuit intiuid 
to bring the j>o]itical offendeis into the im‘shes ol th(‘ law through this 
Act. Such a sus]>i(Mon should not 1 m* given exj)r(‘S 5 »ion to in tins 
House. 

It lias been stated by some menilH*rs of the S(‘l(‘ct (Vmimittei* that 
they considered that {Hilitical oft'ences may come within tin* provision 
of this Bill. 1 am not of that opinion, but wlnui they ha\(‘ said so it 
is clear that this proviso must be entered. 

It has been asked — What do we mean by i>olitic4il offciK-er' Toliti- 
cal offence is a jxilitical offence just as a goonda is a goomht. It w sani 
that gooiidas will be emjdoyed by the ]H>litical off'endm-s. Sir, gisuidas 
have been emidoyed in all countries in the world in jKilitical movem(‘nts 
but they cannot U* j)rotected because they an* so employ(*d. They 
must come under the jirovisions of the law ev4*n though th(*y are 
employed b\ fMilitical headers. That w'lll not take away tin* criminalitN 
of their offence. Therefore, when the IIonT)le Mr. St«‘j)hcnson himself 
has assured us that ]>olitical oft'enders wdli not In* includeil within tlie 
purview of this Itill we must acc(*])t the amendment tliat jiolitoal offen- 
ders will be excluded, d>ut will not include goondas and InMiIigans 
employed by jKditical leaders in pursuance of th(‘ir movement. It is 
(juite clear that this amendment can do no harm, as the Ilon’ble Mr. 
Stephenson himself has said that he has no inl<‘ntion wdiatsoever of 
including ixilitical offenders in this Act. I might as wadi a.s say that 
he will do w^ell to avoid the ungrounded suspicion that has been 
expressed in this ('ouncil and elsewhere that this Act has Imm'D int4‘nd(‘d 
to put jiolitical offenders into trouble. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu SureiHim Nath Ray); I do not 

like to give a silent vote wdth regard to these amendments IxHyiuse I 
know that they will go to the pcdl, and I should like to say a few wmrda 
with reference to them. I supjKirt the amendment of Rai Dr. Ilaridhan 
Dutt Bahadur. What is the amendment? It is that “ nothing in 
this section shall apply to any political offeiwje." It is only a safeguard 
and Government will lose nothing by putting in this safeguard. 

There is one thing which we must take notice of. Some of the 
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n(>n-cf>-oix*rator8 were urreHted, hauled up before the courts , £ind tried 
on (diaif^en of had jlivelihood. Some of them are re«])ectable people 
having proi)ertieH and a large following. 1 shall give only one instance, 
nauiely, tlie (;ase of Dal Bahadur (iiri of Darjeeling. When I read in 
the irajHirs that he was being hauled up in the court at Darjeeling 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Darjeeling is outside the scheduled districts, 
Mr. Deputy-President. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I know that, I was simply going to 
IK)int out how at times the bad livelihood section of the (himinal Proce- 
dure (?()de is l>eing taken advantage of by Government and I cited only 
one example. Some other non-co-ojH‘raiors were similarly treated, some- 
times the (b)V(‘rnment go t(M) far, arid inasmuch as j)rovisions of law are 
or may 1 m* abusisl, I think the amendim‘nt of Itai Di‘. Haridhan Dutt 
Bahadur ought to 1 m^ acc(*j)ted. The Government will not lose any- 
thing by accepting it. 

Dr. HASSAN SUHRAWARDY: I am not a lawyer and so I (‘annot 
follow the intricacies and (piibbles of the law’ and lawyers. Well known 
lawyers have said that it is diflbmlt to descrilK* what a inditical offence 
is. My friend here from the criminal bar of the other side of the 
Hooghly and others think tliat a definition is iK)ssible. However, there 
is undoubtedly one j>oint on which we all agree, viz., that there is a 
good deal of appiehension in the minds of many memlx*rs of the Council 
now, and the same apprehension w’os in the minds of many membei’s of 
the Sele<^l Committee, that it w’us the intention of the Government to 
apply the Act to iK)liti(‘al offenders, that is to say, to p(*ople who were 
engaged in con.stituti(yial agitation or in a purely jx)litical or labour 
movement. Our fears w’ere removed and w’e felt satisfied by the assur- 
ance given by the ITon’ble the Member in charge of the Bill that it was not 
so. Mr. T1 use, Ml ShuluH'd Suhraw’avdy w’ho has s|K>ken so impressively on 
the suhjec’t also recognizes the fact that if a goonda is hired for advanc- 
ing a ]M>liti<’al or labour movement or calling out people to strike by 
intimidating them, then tliat hireling is not a political offender, if I 
may' use the term. He must be treated as a goonda. This is the crux 
of the whole thing. We all agree in this. Nobody wants to haul up 
a man* as a gcmnda if he is pure and simple a ]>olitical leader, wdio goes 
on in a constitutional w’ay; but if a |>erson hires out people — as we 
found was the case in connection with the troubles during the cold 
w^eather of 1921 and 1922, when a lot of people who are known to be 
Imd charactei-s in the city were hired by people in Burrabazar and in 
the mill areas — to advance their so-called political movement, such 
people certainly must be brought within the purview of the Goondas 
Act. Jt is to ensure the safety of the people that we want this Bill to 
be passed.. We do not want provisions which will give a loop-hole for 
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false {)ersoiiificatioii and inotrarted trials and for jieojde like the ^oon- 
das atteniptin^^ to est‘a{H^ hy saying that they Indong to eerUiin unioiii 
or saniitis. 

There will he two exiH‘iieneed advising Judges who will eonsider 
whether a man is a political offender or he is a g(K>nda who is hire<l for 
|x>liti(*al agitation, and for that pur|X)se the House wdll have to trust 
these Judges. It is for them to de< ide whether a man is really a g(M>nda 
or he is a g(H)nda hired foi |»olitieal puriK>ses, or he is a purely jxiliti- 
(ml leader. It does not make an\ differenee whether or not it is exprt*H8ly 
mentioned that the Act will not apply to jxditical offenders. These 
GovernTuent offiito's must decide this fact and w’e must trust them. 
There is not onl> misapjirehension hut a g(H>d deal of mistrust. Ihx'aiise 
it is the Government who are introducing this Bill, wliy should we 
always look UjKin such measures with mistrust. A fsh>od movement 
should lie supiKirted and I do not think that there are any grounds for 
tlie a|)prehension and mistrust that the Bill has Ix'en got up delilHTahdy 
under a false cloak to Ix^ us(m1 to .s(|uash honest lahour movements or 
jmrely jKditical agitations. I am .sati.sfied iks only intention is to stop 
g(H)ndaism, hooliganism and the hiring out of goondas for so-calhul 
jHiliticul and lalKUir movements, and we ought to supjxirt the Bill. 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: My ]M>litical ckmxI 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Nirodt* Balm, 1 am afraid you are (piiU^ inaudi- 
ble, and unless you sixnik up, youi sjieech will he lost in oblivion. 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: My i>oliti(al creed has 
alway.s been this — tsiual o])jx)i tiinity and eijual treatment for all. It 
ajiixmrs tliat these amendments do not (xum* up to this standard. It 
seeks to create division and differentiation lM‘twe<*n on(‘ class of iX'rsons 
and others. This I cannot aiiprove of; therefore 1 simply opixwe them. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: 1 think, {xu‘ha]>H, the 
(^ouncil W'ill not recpiire me to deal wdth the somew’hat fantastic, theory 
of Mr. Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy, that this Bill haa btHui designed 
hy Goveniment for the special [>uriK>se of attacking jiolitical leaders. 

I am not (juite .sure wdiether Mr. Suhrawardy went to the further length 
of accusing Government of having fostered the goonda movement and 
IMissihly of having the goondas in Government ixiy for the jnirjxMM* of 
fiaving the ground for this Bill. The intentions of Government are the 
same as thwe of the House. There is no intention — and there has 
never l)een any intention — of making this Bill a political weai>on. 

In introducing the Bill, 1 wits careful to give a full history of the 
whole genesis of the Bill, and I showed that far from ita being a spon- 
taneous effort (tf the Goveniment, it has been forced on Government. 
Government have no doubt incurred a certain amount of opprobrium, • 
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[woauHf* they have not brouj^ht in this Bill for Calcutta sooner. In the 
Select (>)innHt(ee, the possible feeliiifrs of the Council were considered. 
It was reco^ni/(‘d that there was a somewhat untortuiiate distrust of 
Government on eatdi and every occasion. Therefore, we set about to 
se^^ it tliere was any way in which we could remove this distrust. As 
Mr. i>as explained, we had hoixal that we had done so. It may be 
argued then — Wliy, if our object is tiie .same, do we not accejit these 
amendments y As has lieen jxnnted out by Mi’. ^lallik, thes(‘ ainend- 
nients have already Ikhmi considered and discjirded by tlie Select C-om- 
rnittee. 1 do not claim infallibility on the jiart of the Sidect Committee, 
but I do ilaim that tin* Select (\nnnnttee as a body was in no w'ay 
jmcked by Government; it was a body that had the same hoiH^> and 
intentions as tin* rest of the (’oumdl. It was a bod\ com]K)sed of intelli- 
gent men who set them.selves to try and discover a way of effecting 
w'hat thi‘ (Council wants. They considered th(‘se jiartii ular wa\ s and 
they discarded them, lieeause they found that these would not suit the 
puriKise. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The amen dim it of Bai 

Dr. ilaridhan Dutt Bahadui says — 

“ Provided that nothing in this section shall a]i])l\ 1(» any i>olitical 
otfeiice.” 

h'or the last ten years at least I have taken ]>art in discussions and 
have dealt with files in vain attempts to didim* a jxiliiical ofTmua* We 
all know more or hvss whal w(‘ mean by a jxilitical offmider, but how 
many of us would agr(*(» on a definition. TTow could ve start to define 
a i>olitical off(Mic(‘? Is it the motive or is it tlu‘ charaetm’ of th(‘ offence? 
If is not only the Sele^t ('ommittim that have failed to define politi- 
cal offen('(‘s, it has been the Bengal Government, the Government of 
India and even the vS(‘cretary of State for India: th(‘v have all at one 
time or nnotln'r end<*avoured to define what a jxditii'al offtmce The 
,1ail Commission again took up the (]uestion and tried their b(*st, but 
they, too, failml. As long as W’e are dialling merely with the treat- 
ment' of |K)litical offenders, we tdl know what the term means. We 
never defined them, but this did not matter as we were only concerned 
Avith executive action. We all agree more or less what avc mean by 
jK>liti(’al offenders, though we might differ as to individuals. But 
Avhen we come to the question of putting this expression into the law, 
surely we must have something more definite. It has been said that 
it dot's not make much difference as we cannot define a goonda. But, 
Sir, the Bill does not punish a goonda per se; it merely enables us to 
detil with a certain idas.s of people, provided they commit certain acts 
in certain circumstances. Here, if we accept the proposed amendment, 
we shtvft have to take out of the Bill certain offences winch are politi- 
cal and we* shall have to define what political offences are. When we 
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fj^et a phra'^e that i‘< coiiiinonly used and put it down dofinit<^ly in iho 
statuti*, wt' must know \\ iiat \\t‘ mean — not onl\ ourselves, hut every- 
hody else must know. That is the dittieulty we have in re^mrd io 
this amendnumt. 

As n'^Mi'ds ilie amendment of Mr. Ajoy ('humier J)ul(, 1 think it is — if 
I may say si) — a ilan^tMous pio\iso heeausi^ it ^o(‘s a poml deal 
farther than oiir eommon object. A-s Bai .lo^endia t'hundm’ 
(Ihose Bahadni has said, it definit(d\ holds np to the ^’•(nnida a 
cloak and in\ile,s him to eoim* and lake sludtiM’ in it What 
will 1 k‘ the n'siilt y ’rin'r<‘ ill Im** a tiad(‘ union ot /..^oondas. 
(ioondaism Asonid de\ei()j) into a labour movmin'iit. (hie oi . tlie 
aeti\itn‘s of the ^nionihus m (’ahnitta has lunm to start looting as so^m 
as tluni* Is aii_\ trouhhn politn-al or ot}n*rwis(‘ We alT ri'mionlM'i' the 
IfHitinn that took placi* in Harrison Itoad. Tiider tin' ))ro\iso that is 
])ro|KKs(Ml 111 this ani(Mi<lment , a f^Nxmda who loots aftm- a politnal iiiet‘lin^^ 
or after a ]»olili(al liot would be protei-ted Tin' r4*al crux of 
tlu'se ameiidmeiits i.s the (iiu'stion wln'thei \ou can trust ( io\ ei nnn'iit 
OI not. It Is not a jK'isonal ({lU'stion, but as has Ihm'Ii [xiinted out, it 
Is iK'Nond th(' wit ot in. in to de\isean Act which is absoiiiti'K watei- 
tic-ht There is alwa\s loom somewln'it' toi w ickedn(\ss il (io\4‘iie 
nn'iit iiuM' siillicK'iit w ickedin'ss to want to ^.ret louml it. If \ou adopt 
the amendment of l{ai J)r. ilaridhan Dutt Ihihadur and ])urjM)rt 
to exclinh* jiolitical offences, as Mr. Das has iHiinted out — 
M)U are ^’oin^ to trust the same wicked (iovenimeiit to (h*cid(' what (a 
jHilitical off'eme is. Surely a little trust is a dan^^eioiis tiling. KiiluT 
trust (f o\ Cl nmt'iit eiitiiely or if \ou do not trust, taki* pri'cious ^Miod 
care to ^nve no imjwu'Is. Half-trust and half-distrust is of no use. If 
has bei'ii sanl that while \\v may pay the present (jovernment tfu' comjdi- 
ment of inteiidin^^ to stnk to its wonl, \4*t futuie ( lovi'ruments will not 
be IxuiTid by the intentions of the present (loxeninn'nt as the memor\ 
of (Tovi'rnmeiits is .shoit Surelv, Sir, it is not an argument that oii^dil 
to carr\ an\ wei^^ht. Dumi^ the last two years what has been the 
advanc(' in tin* jmlitn'al power of this (kninciiy We an* tohl that in 
another five years iht' jne^'iit <lebut<'s will lx* forgotten and that the 
o]»piessive (Jo\eTnment ol the future will utilize this Act as a iKditnal 
weajKUi. But what will be the oppie.ssive (joveriirnent y It will U* a 
(iovernment suiipoitcil h\ this Council; it will be a (lovernmeiit uhnh 
will have to obe\ the will of this Council. 1 would therefore appt'fil to 
the Council to take a broad view' of this matter. Oovemmenf aie at 
one with th^ Council. We have no intention to work this Ai-4‘for*tt 
jHilitical purpose, arnl furtlier, we do not lielieve wt* can do it --aii*d 
Mr. Das lias told you why. I would, therefore, ask the ('ouncil • m^t 
to try, fry jjassinij an ineffective amendment, to express their di.strm+l 
of the iiiteiitnms of (iovernment and hamjrer it in a way that will ruH 
make the sli^ite.st difference to Government. 
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The motion standing in the mime of Itai Dr. Ilaridhan Dutt Bahadur 
was then |>ut and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Afial, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahm«d, Maulvl Raft Uddin. 

Aitimad, MunthI Jafar. 

Aley, Mr. t. Mahboob. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvl Khandakar. 

Banarjta, Dr. Pramathanath. 

Baiu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

BhattaoharJI, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Babu KUhorl Mohan. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harendranath. 

Choudhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 
Rahmatjan. 

Chowdhurl, Maulvl Fazlal Karim. 

Dat Oupta, Ral Bahadur NIbaran Chandra. 
Do, Ral Bahadur Fanindralal. 

Dutt, Mr. AJoy Chunder. 


I Dutt, Ral Bahadur Dr. Harldhan. 

! Outta, Babu Indu Bhuehan. 

I Huq, Maulvl Ekramui. 

Karim, Maulvl Faziul. 

Khan, Maulvl Hamld>ud*dln. 

Makramall, Munshl. 

Mukherjee, Babu NItya Dhon. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Pahlowan, Maulvl Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekharesivar. 

Ray, Ral Bahadur Upendra Lai. 

Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
RIshI, Babu Rasik Chandra. 

I Roy, Babu Jogendra Krishna. 

Roy, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

I Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. 

' Suhrawardy, Mr. Htiseyn Shaheod. 


NOES. 


Ahmed, Maulvl Azaharuddin. 

Banerjii, Ral Bahadur Atbinaih Chandra. 
Blrley, Mr. L. 

Bote, Mr. S. M. 

Clarke, Sir Reginald. 

Dat, Babu Bhithmadev. 

Dat, Mr. S. R. 

Deare, Major-General B. H. 

Dey, Mr C. Q. 

Donald, the Hon'ble Mr. J. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Faroqui, Mr. K. C. M. 

Forrester, Mr. 4 . Campbell. 

Chose, Ral Bahadur Jogendra Chunder. 
Goode, Mr. I. W. ^ 

Hornell, Mr. W. W. 

Huntingford, Mr. C. T. 

Hussain, Maulvl Mahammed Madassur. 
James, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. 

The Ayes beiii^^ 'Af) and the 

The 

then 'put and a division taken 


I Lang, Mr. J. 

' Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'ble the. 

Malllk, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

McAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

I MItter, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. 

; Nakey, Mirza Muhammad All. 

Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. 

; Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd ur-. 

! Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish 
I Chandra, 
j Roy, Mr. C. N. 

' Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, Raja Manlloil Singh. 

I Stark, Mr. H. A. 

; Stephenson, the Hon'ble Mr. H. L. 
j Suhrawardy, Dr. R. 

; Suhrawardy, Dr. Hassan. 

•; Vllllers, Mr. F. E. E. 

Noes .TS, tile motion was lost. 

A joy rhiinder Dutt was 


motion standin^^ in the name of Mr. 

with the followinj^ result: — 


AYES. 


Afzal, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmed, Maulvl RaS Uddin. 

Afimed, MunthI Jafar. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvl Khandakar. 
Banerjea, Dr. Pramathanath. 
BhattaoharJI, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Babu KIthorl Mohan. 
Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harendra Nath. 

Ohaudhurf, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Hafliar 
Ralmatjan. 

OhowBoury, Maulvl Fazlal Karim. 


Das Gupta, Ral Bahadur NIbaran Chandra. 
De, Ral Bahadur Fanindralal. 
j Dutt, Mr. AJoy Chunder. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

Chose, Ral Bahadur Jogendra Chuntfer. 

Huq, Maulvl EkramuU 
Karim, Maulvl FazluL 
Khan, Maulvl Hamid-ud-din. 

Makramall, Munshl. 

Mukherjee, Babu NItya Dhon. 
MukhofMidhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra 
PalUewan, Maulvl Md. Abtful Jubbar. 
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Ray, Babu turMitfra Nith. 

Ray, Kumar ihib thekhartturar. 

Ray, Ral Bahadur Upandra Lai. 

Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 


I RIthi, Babu Raaik Chandra. 

I Roy, Babu Nalini Nath, 
i tarkar, Babu Jogtih Chandra, 
j tuhrawardy, Mr. Nustyn lhahood. 


NOES. 


Ahmad, MauivI Aiaharuddln. 

Banerjoo, RBI Bahadur Aibinash Chandra. 
Birloy, Mr. L 
Bose, Mr. B. M. 

Clarke, Sir Reginald. 

Oas, Babu Bhishmadev. 

Das, Mr. B. R. 

Doare, Major-General B. H. 

Oey, Mr. C. C. 

Donald, the Hon'ble Mr. 4 , 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Faroqui, Mr. K. C. M. 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. 

Goode. Mr. 8. W. 

Hornell, Mr. W. W. 

Huntingford, Mr. C. T. 

James, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. 

Lang, Mr. J. 


Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon1>le the. 

Malllk, Babu Burendra Nath. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MoAipIn, Mr. M. C. 

MItter, the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. 

Nakey, Mirra Muhammad All. 

Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur-. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish 
Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. C. N. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, Raja Manlloll Singh. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Stephenson, the Hon'ble Mr. H. L. 

' Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. Hassan. 

Vllllers, Mr. F. E. E. 

the motion wiis lost 


Tlio Ayo.s .‘U and th<‘ Nih's 


1'ho foll()\viii^ aiiKMidiiitMit wa.s, in tlu' aK.scii<'<‘ td’ ilu' niomlnM', d(‘i‘m<‘d 
to h<‘ withdrawn : — 


Babu itATINDRA NATH BA8U to inovo tliat at tlu* <*iul of claiiMi* M 
the following:: Ik* added, namely: — 

“ Provided that notiiin^; in this seetion shall U* (ha'imsl to r(*f(*r 1(» 
any political offence*.'' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The quest ion is that clause d, a^ anu'iided, shind 
inirt of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Discussion of new rules of travelling and residential allowances. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Before the (\uincil adjourns I may sa\ that I 
received a reijuest signed by 8t) members of tiiis (a)uncil, asking my 
c.onsent to a motion for the adjournment of the Council for tin* puriKxse 
of discussing an urgent matter, namely, the new rules of lrav<*Iting and 
residential allowances for the memlH‘rs of tlie Bengal I/egislative (Vuincil. 
I cannot hold that this is a matter of urgent jmblie imjxmtanee. It may 
be a matter of veiT profound im|K)rtance to individual memlM‘rH of the 
Council, but it certainly is not a matter of urgent jiuldic jm[>ortanee, 
and I, therefore, refuse my eon.sent. 


Alijournment 

The Couneil was then adjourned till 3 r.M. on WcMlnesday, the 
3l8t January, *1923, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act 

’ Tn?: (ViuiKuI nu'i in the (Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wednesdiiy, the 'list January, at 3 r.M. 


Present: 

The llon’ble the President in the (Jiair, the four IloiCble Members 
of the ll^xeeutive ('ouiieil, tlie three Hon’ble Ministeis, and 104 nomi- 
nated and elected members. 


Oatlu 


The followini^ membei made an oath of his 
Crown : — 


Mr. S. C-. STrAHT-Wiri-iAMS. 


allegiance to the 


Governor’s assent to amended Standing Orders. 

Mr, PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Mr, H. E. A. Cotton): OrdtT, order! 

1 have to inform the House that Ills Excellency the (Jo\ernor has given 
his ass(*nt to the amendment of the Standing Oiders passed by the Council 
on the;J4th January, 1!)23. 


« Starred Question 
(to which oral answer was given). 

Posting of Judicial and executive officers to their home districts 
or to places in which they have got landed properties. 

♦XL. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
MemlHM in charge of the Apix>intment Deinirtment be pleased to state 
whether there are an\ rules or orders prohibiting the i)osting of execu- 
tive and judicial oHicers to places where they have got ]iro})erties or 
houses y 

(h) If so, will the ITon’ble the Member l)e pleased to lay a copy of 
sucli rules on the table 

(c'l If the answer to (a) is in the negative, are the Government 
ponsidering the desirability of making rules or issuing orders prohibit- 
ing th^ ixrsting of otlicws to places where they have got hol(ling8 or 
pr OJA ties? * 
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(d) Will the Hon’hle the Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showin^^ the iiame^ of otliceis ot the llengal (b\il Serv lee 
(both executive and judicial bianch) and of the Subordinate Civil 
Service who are jKisted tt) then home districts ov to places wheiv they 
have |i^ot landed i»roiH'rtn‘s v\ith dates of such 

(c) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleaded to ^taU‘ whether the 
fact of having’’ landed jirojHutie.s is taken into consideration at the time 
of issuing* orders of jxistingr' 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson) : (n > No ; but undto i ule Id oi the ( io\ ei n- 
nient Servants’ Conduct Hul(\s iiienibeiN o( tin* l*?o\incial .ind Suboidi- 
nate Civil Ser\ ic(‘s aie liabb^ to be debaned Itoni i‘niido\ intuit within 
the district oi' otluM local liniils m winch tlic\ lia\c iniino\eablc |)rop(*it\ 

{!)) The answ*er to { 4 /) contains tlie rule. 

(c) No. 

{(L) 'j’he j)ivj)aration of a statiumuit would in\olvi‘ labour inconi- 
niensuratc with its value. 

(c) Officers arc not jMist<Ml to tluui home di-tiiits c\<t‘)it foi sjH'cial 
reasons, and as the landed piopeit\ of ollicer', is, :»s a rnh*. in their 
bonn* distrnts, to that extiuit this tact of ha\ing landed projH'ity is 
taken into consideiation in thi* jHisting ol olli<*<*rs. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Life Offices and alleged differential treatmem of 
Indians and Europeans. 

281. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY; Will th< lion hl< the 

Member in charge of the l)4‘pai tineiit of (^ininnucu* he jdeased to stat(‘ 
whether it is a fact that (‘ertaiii Kiiro|M*an Lib' Offices and oik* (>r two 
Indian Life Offices fnne an arrangement with the Aceoiintaiit-Oeneral 
by wbieb the latter deducts tlie jnemiuiiis from the salaries of tlioso 
gazetted ofbeers wlio havt* jMdieies with those Companies and tiansrnit.s 
the .sam^ to those liife Offices while tin* same facility Is refused to oilier 
Indian Life Offices ^ 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. «l! Donald): No. 
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Report of the Water Hyacinth Committee. 

282. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
MiuiHter in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries l)e 
pleased to state the date when the Water Hyacinth Committee presided 
over by Sir ,T. C. Bose submitted their relwrt? 

(h) When is the rejwrt to l>e published? 

(r) Will tlie llon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay a copy of the 
report on the table ? 

{(1) What steps are the Government taking in the matter of the 
water hyacinth nuisance? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawtd) All Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): {a) llth December, 1922. 

(h) The rei)ort has l)een published within the last few daVs. 

(r) A copy is laid on the Library tabl(‘. 

(d) The stej>s to 1 k^ taken by Government w’ill be decided on when 
the recommendations in the rei)ort have been considered. 


Embankments on Mohari river in Noakhali. 

283. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of (lie DejKirtment of Irrigation 1 h* ]>leased to state 
whetlier he is aware that the croi>s of the inhabitants of al>out 300 

villages of Shabek Katan Nagar, Khandal, Jagatimr and South Shik 

rarganas, etc., which are under the jurisdiction of Ohagal Naya and 
rasonram iKilice-stations in Noakhali divstrict, are being destroyed owing 
to the want of an embankment of the Mohari river? 

(h) Is it a fact that an application was submitted to the Oommis- 
sioner of riiittagong 10 or 12 years ago with reference to there being 
no embankments at the abovementioned places and that the District 
Magistrate of Noakhali made an inquiry into the matter? 

(c) If the answer to {h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
MemlHM- be pleivst^l to lay a copy of the reix>rt on the table and i^ate 

what ftteiw were taken in regard to tlie reix>rt? 

{(1) What steps, if any, have Wn taken at all in this mattex? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhira]a Bahadur of Burdwan); (a) Government 
are aware that damago to crops is caused by floods in the Mohari river. 
(h) Government have no infonnation.on the subject. 

The question does not arise. 
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(d) In 1921, an inquiry was made into the matter on an apjdieation 
received from the Secretary, Khandal Pnija Samiti, and Uoverument 
decided that it was not advisable to construct emhankmeiits on the 
river Mohari as such a course was likely to entail disasti-ous conse- 
quences in the future. 

Picketing cases against certain persons in Burdwan. 

2B4. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Ilotride the 
Membt'r in charge of the Tolitical IXqKirtment Ih' plcjistsl to state 
whether it is a fact that the j»icketing cases against Kamalapali llazra 
('haudhuri, llihhuli Bhushan tiho.sh, and Jilendra Natli IBizra under 
section 1S8, Indian Penal ('ode, came uji for lu'aring iRdivie the Deputy 
Magistrate of Burdwan on the 29th August, 1922, and that the accused 
refused to plead ? 

{h) Is it a fact tliat two pleaders who were in Oourt at the limo 
{Kiinted out that the order under w^ction 144, whiidi the u(‘cus(*d had 
disobeyed, was illegal inasmuch as it was signed not by tlu' Distiact 
Magistrate, liut by Mr. Duncan B(‘st, the Assistant Magistrate, who 
had second class [Miwprs'' 

(r) Is it a fact that tlie Deputy Magis1rab‘ accepting the ('onten- 
tion of the ])leaders acijuitted the accUH(*d under section 188, Indian 
Penal ('ode? 

id) If the order was illegal, why were the volunteers sent up for 
trial ? 

(c) What steps d(R\s the Hon’ble the Memla'r i>rojK)s(‘ to take to 
protect jvople against such pro.secutions in future? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): t</) The statement is correct, except that all 
the three accused did jilead to the charge. 

{})) (Tovernment have no infonnation that such an allegation was 
made. 

(c) The Deputy Magistrate a<*((uitted the accused, luit not on the 
ground alleged. 

(d) The order was signed by the District Magistrate and was not 
in any way illegal. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

Committee to inquire into the question of North Bengal floods. 

2W, SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Is the RoiPble the 
Member in chriVge of the Department of Irrigation aware that Rai 
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Eahadur Rtda Rain has sulmiitted his rejiort on the recent floods in Nort 
JhMJ^al to the (joveriiineiil of Indian 

(h) If so, will the ilon’hh* the Member be pleased to state — 

(?) wh(*n did he eommeiice his inquiry; 

(//) when was it finished; and 
{ill) when did he submit lus re|)ort ? 

(r) Have the (loviunment of Rental r(‘ceived any ex>mmunicatioi 
from the (iovei nmeiit of India re<^ardin^ this rejKirt or are they ii 
t;orres})onden(e with the (boiunment ? 

(il) Will the Hon’ble tiu* MtunlHU be ])l(‘ased to state the conclu 
sions formulated in this rejMui y 

(?') When and what aelion aie the Oovernment takinj^ in the matter: 


The Horr’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR 0 
BURDWAN: (??) No 

(h) The question do^s not arise. 

(r) No. 

(il) The (piestion do(‘s md ari‘<(‘. 

(<’) ( lovernment ha\t‘ ajiixMiiled a ('onimittee to investigate thf 
whole qiKvstion. 


Acquisition of No. 16, Dutt Lane, for extension of the 
Sir Stuart Hogg Market. 

« 

286. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY; (u) Is the HonTiU the 
Ministei* in charjj’e of the Diqiai tment of lioeal Self-fiovernment aw’aie 
that the premis(‘s No, 1(1, Dutt Lane, in (’aleutta, are to be aequired 
by the ( 'oi'iHirat ion of (’aleutta for the t'xtimsion of the Sir Stuart 
Market ? 

\h) Is the Ilon’ble the Ministm’ aUo aware that the said premisCf) 
are tin* thlhittcr piojH'rt\ of some iihds ivstablished in the said })remises 
at hqist half a eentmt a»re and that a v»*r\ lar^e number of Hindii 
]nljjfrims (’ome to offer thmi /hij<is to the sai<l idols? 

{(') Is it a fact that seveial lai«rel\ atttMided meeting's of influential 
memlHM's of the Hindu eommunity ineludin^^ the Hon’ble the Maharaja 
of (\>ssimbazar, and othei rajas and nobbumui and learned pandits, were 
held in (’ahaitta to protest a^ain<1 the said ai'quisitloii H 

{<!) Is it a fact that several representations have Wen made to the 
G('ve|nment bv influential ]HM’sons for the exelusion of the whole of 
the said promises from acquisition? 
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(c) Are the Government (‘on.sideriug the desirability excluding 
the whole of the said jwemises from atxiuisitioii 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (//) Yes. 
(h) The Minister has no inb»rmation. 

(r) The Minister understands that this is correct. 

(d) The qucv^tion of the a(‘(iuisition of premises No. IG, Dult Lane, 
was very carefully considered by tlu* (\»rjM)ration, whiidi limilly di‘cided 
to exclude the “ Shivala\a ” situated within tlie prtunises from acquisi- 
tion. Government saw m> reason to interfere with this decision of the 
Cor])oration. 

(c) No. 


Government Bill. 

The Goondas Bill, 1922. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ('(nin<*il will now ie>unic, the discussion on 
the GcKUidiis Bill, 1922, as ammided b\ tin* S(‘l(‘cl Gommitlcu^ 

Gi.\i sK 4. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ({uc.stion is that claus(« 4 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The following ammidnients standing in the name of Mr. Ajoy 
('hunder Dutt weie, in the absem «• ot tin* meiiibu, detoued to b(‘ 
withdrawn : — 

“ That in clause 4(7), liiu's 2 and d, the words ‘ or of tin*. District 
Magistrate, as th(‘ < ase ma> Is* ’ b(‘ oniitp'd." 

“That in clause 4 t2), line (>, aftei th(‘ woids ‘sindi person in the 
report’ the woids M<»gether with sinh jiarticulais as will 
enable him to meet the charges ’ be inserted.” 

BabU ilATINDRA NATH BA8U: I imo-e that m clause 4 (2;, line 
6, after the words “ such fK*rsofi in the ref)ort ” the words “ and tht^ 
[Xiiiieulars on which they are base<l ’’ Is* inserted. 

Clause 3 provides that the Comnii'^''i(»ner ot I’olice or the District 
Magistrate shall submit a report to the b»cal (lovernnient, and the local 
Government on that repoit might orde.r the i>sue of a warrant ff)r the 
arrest of the person against whom the- report shall be made. Clause 4, 
Kub-elaUvSe (2), provide^ that the wairant shall Ik* in a form prescribed 
by the local Government and published in the official Gazette, and shall 
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roiitain a Htateinent of the heads of the charKes made against such per- 
son. The amendment proposed hy me is that, in addition to the heads 
of (charges, tho following w’ords he added, viz.^ “and the particulars 
on' which they are based.” Suppose a man is charged with criminal 
intimidation and the* warrant merely states that he is guilty of criminal 
intimidation, it will l)e difficult for the man to meet a general charge 
like that, unless it is slated in tlie warrant as to when the intimidation 
took place, in what place, and in connection with what incident. Un- 
less those particulars are stated, it is not j)ossible for the man to meet 
a general charge ot that desc ription. 33ie aTiiendment suggest(*d by me 
merely provides that you should give these jKirticulars. If the particu- 
lars are given to him, I do not see what Hi>ecial danger will arise. Suj>- 
pos(* it is stated in a (‘ase of (‘liminal int iinidation that he was guilty ol 
criminal intimidation <m a particular dato in a ])articulai lo{“ality; he 
would then be in a position to meet the charges mentioned in the warrant. 

I therefore suggest that, in addition to the words “ statement of 
the heads of (‘hargc^,” the words “ and the* jMirticulars on which they 
are based ” 1 k^ inst*rted. 


Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD SINGH ROY: 1 kg to supinut this amend- 
ment. It is only just and fair that before a man is hauled up lx?fore a 
(‘ourt or a tribunal, he should know the }»articulai s of the charges 
brought against liim; otherwise it is not |)(>ssible for him to defend 
him,s<‘lt against those charges, lKH*aus4* it re(juires some preliminary' 
lueinirafion In'fore he comes to the court. The publication of the mere 
heads of the charges will not helj) him in this diivction. Supjxysing 
a man is asked to cite witm‘sses, and he refers to a man who is already 
in the clutches of the j>oli(‘e; any evidence given by this man is more 
likely to go against the accu.siMl thaai in his favour; so it is necessary 
that he should know alf the particulars of the charges brought against 
him; otherwise he cannot Ih^ ex]K*cted to defend himseJf projx*rly. 
Moreover, it will not in any way go against the principle of the Bill; 
on the other hand it will helj) the unfortunate accused to justify his own 
conduct. 


MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): I am entirely at one with tho mover of 
the amendment in dosiring that the person against whom the reimrt is 
made, ‘should bo given full particulars. I think his amendment is 
rather based on a misunderstanding of the procedure which will take 
place. He seems rather to be apprehensive that the charge will 1 k» 
merely one of having committed a particular offence without specify- 
ing a place or anything eke. Under the ordinary law, a man, if he 
is accused, is entitled to know all the particulars of the charge, and 
certainly under this Act, we shall not give him less than this, but more. 
The procedure is intended to be very much the same as in the case of 
intarument cases, with which I had something to do. There we guve 
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the accused what we called heads of chari^es, and these contaiiuMl all 
the information we were able to give him, without giving away our 
sources; it was not merely that “ you are a memk'r of a levolutiomvry 
jwirty,” but that “ you took |m.rt in such-and-such a dacoity and you 
had in your {X)ssession sucli-and-such weai>ons/’ and so on. The 
only reason why I op|>ose this amendment is that it will be taken 
to mean, I am afraid, that the accused, the man against whom the 
report is made, has a riglit to know the statements of the witnesses; as 
a matter of fact, there will not often be an> statement of witnesses, 
because, as I explained, we should be i)roeeeding almost entirely on 
jwevioiis convictions, extracts from the tharm registtus, written com- 
plaints j)ut in, and so fortli. But if we put into tlie law that he is 
entitled to have the particulars on which the charges are based, it will 
certainly be interpreted as giving him a right to know. the i)articnlai‘s 
of the evidence, the witnesses, and so forth. That is what wo do not 
propose to give him. AVhat we do propose to giv(‘ him an* details of 
any particular incidents in which he had been (‘onceined, — such things 
as “ you were convicted on such-and-sucli dates of robbery, that you 
are suspected in such-and-such a case, and in such-and-such a thaim.” 
I can assure the, mover of tins amendment that we have every intention 
of giving as full jiarticulars ot the charges as we ])ossii)ly can. 1 think 
he will see that my objection t(» this jmrti<‘ubn amejidment is a reason- 
able one. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: 1 did not contemplate that such 
particulars would be stated. By my amendment 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y on are not entitled to reply; are you asking 
leave to withdraw? 

Babu ilATINDRA NATH BA8U: No. AVhat I meant was that 
the section provides 

Mr. PRESIDENT ! As I said, you have no light of rejily. Aon 
either press for the amendment or you withdraw it. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Having regard to the suggestion 
made by the Hon'ble Memlier in charge 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no opportunity for a sjieech. Do you 
wish to withdraw or jiress the amendment? 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: 1 ask leave to withdraw the 
amendment, having regard to the observations made by Hhe Ilon’blo 
Member in charge. 

The amendment of Babu Jatindra Nath Basu was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 
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Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS CUPTA Bahadur: 1 move that in 
clause Ai2), al the end, the folio win he added, namely: — 

“ and If* sliou cause, it lu* like'', as to why h^ should not he deal# 
with under tlie provisions of this Act.” 

The reasfui why I want to have tliese words at tlie end of the clause 
is this; T want to hrin^ the lan^^uag-e of this Act into line with the langu- 
a^-(5 of other Acts and ('od(‘s dealin^^ with similar siihjei is, for instance, 
tlie WHurity s<*ctions in th(‘ ('liminal Piocedim* ('ode — sections 107, 
110, and other sections, ami it is a ]uincii>le of h'^islation that the langu- 
aj^^e of all the Acts anti Godfs and jm‘<es <•[ lej^^islal ion should, as far as 
fK)Msihl(\ and as far as practicahh', lx* math* similar. II(‘i*e the woi’ds put 
down are these--“that the person may hy jielition make any representa- 
tion which he Iikt‘s It* the .1 u tint's. ’’ ]f these words convey the wht»le 
thinp^, th(*n it ma\ he said that it is not n(‘cessar‘> to have the addition 
Hu^^ested hy nn*, hut to my mint] it a}>|x‘ars that an accus(*tl j>erst)n or a 
HU])posed i^otmtla may aj>iK‘ar anti shtiw caust*, Ka>in^^ that his is not a cast* 
which is to lx* dt'alt w'ith undei' this s}H‘cial h*;^islatit>n his is a case, even 
on the show ing' of tin* reixirt t)l tin* ('t)mmissit>n<*r of IVilice or on tin* face 
of the warrant, which should lx* doiilt willi untlei* the ordinarN law. 
That woultl ht'shouinn' a caust* why ht* should not he tlealt with 
untit'r the ])r‘o\ isit>ins t)f this Act, hut undei ortlinary law’. This 
inif»‘ht oi’ min-ht ntit ht* covei’t'd hv tlu* wortl ” rt'prt'sentation.” So 
to hrinn’ tht* lann“uan‘«‘ of this s(>ction into conft)rrnit\ with the existing 
law', anti also ftir n'l'iun' a with'i sctipe tt* the pt'rson repmted a<;ainst, tt» 
tak(‘ that sold t>f exct*ptioiL that his is not a t ase to lx* dealt with undt'r 
this sjx'cial le^’islat itm , I think tht* addition ])io])tts(*d h\ me slmultl ht* 
made, and I tio not think that it ailVcts in an\ way the, main provisions 
of the Bill. Ht* may Ijke to .show cause, sayin^^ that he is an oidinai’y 
criminal anti may he dt*alt with untler the Indian Penal Code ov (^riminal 
Brocetlure (^)tl^', and ht* is ntit a «i:tx)ntla and his case is quite, different 
from that Of ^otmdas ctuitem jrlatt*^! unth*r this section. That is why 
these wortls should he inserit*d; so I intAe that my amendment he 
accepted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: T am afraid my mind is not 
of such a le^nil cast as that t»f the mover of the amendment. A.s far as 
I can make out, he wishes to atltl these words sti as to hring" the law under 
this B*!!! into conftrrmity w ith the wording of the existing haw, hut though 
T have not tlu* ('riminal Pi’oct'rlure ('ode hy me at the moment, I cer- 
tainly do not recollect arn pi’ovision in the ('riminal Proredure (Vide 
which allows an ara used to make a representation. We, in considering 
this question, came to the conclusion that we ought to make the wording 
as w ide as we possibly could, not to confine it to the man show’ing cause 
hut to use as w ide a word as possible, so as to allow the man to say any- 
thing lie likes in his favour to the Judges, lhat is the reason why we 
adopted this procedure of iiiaking a representation instead of showing 
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cause. It seems to us to be wider, and I think that is what is wanted 
here; that a man should have an opportunity of being able to say — “well, 
I am a goonda; I a'm a poor man w'ith five starving children ;■ therefore 
have pity on me.” Therefore I think the amendment is unnecessary 
because it is already covered by “representation." 

, The motion was then put and lost. 

The Hon’ble Mr^ Hi Li 8TEPHEN80N: 1 move that in clause 4 
(J)(i), line 6, for the w’ord “ orders " the w^ord “ order “ be substituted. 
This is really to correct a drafting mistake. 

The motion was put and agread to. 

The following amendment standing in the name of llai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur was, in the absence of the member, deemed 
to be. withdrawn : — 

“That in clause 4 (J), lines 10, 19 and 20, after the words ‘Presi- 
diincy Magistrate ’ in both pla< es where tliey occur, the words 
‘or the District Magistrate' be inserted." 

Mti PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause 4, as amended, stand- 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 6. 

Mfi PRE8IDENT: The question is thatdause 5 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The following amendmcul standing in the name of Mr A joy (‘hun- 
der Dutt was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be withdrawn ; — 
“That in clause 6 (7), lines 3 and 4, the words ‘or of the District 
Magistrate, as the case may be’ be omitted." 

Babu IHDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: 1 beg to move that in (dause 5, 
(i), for the words “advising Judges," in line 0, to the end of the clause, 
the following be substituted, namely; — 

“ two persons, of whom one shall be a District and Sessions Judge 
of Alipore and the other a non-official Indian." 

When we find that the rare advocacy of Mr. S. R. Das, the rejuvenated 
eloquence of Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, the laboured sarcasm of 
Mr. Villiers all combine together to support the Government, our case 
Mems indeed hopeless. It is said that misfortune makes strange bed- 
fdlows, but can it be that good fortune also does the samel^ Whatever 
may be the fate of our amendmeute^ we belong to a party, which it 
tttiacious and which will never say “die/' So, we will go on till the 
eoid and fight to* the last. 
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To foine now to this particular amendment, when we find that eveu 
in the tribunal for trying revolutionary and anarchical cases, non-officials 
were found fit to sit in the tribunal along with the Judgea, I do not see 
why non-officials should not l>e allowed to form part of the court for look- 
ing into these goonda cases. Sir, it is purely a question of trust. If 
we have confidence in the Government to allow this Bill to go on, surely 
the Government can trust non-officials to sit with another Judge and 
dispose of these cases. A question has been raised that it would l>e 
dangerous for a non-official to sit in that court and no one would - be 
found willing to seiwe. I submit that the goondas ate not more danger- 
ous than those anarchists and revolutionarists ; if non-officials (‘oiild be 
found to try their cases, T do not see any reason why they should be fail- 
ing to come forward to try the ( ases of goondas. 

With these few words, T place my amendment for the cousidtnatiou 
of the (h)un(dl. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Babn Tndu Bhushnn Dulla 
has placed an argument in my mouth and then, if T may be allowed to 
use an Irish bull, has pniceeded to knock it down. I never said that 
no non-official would be willing to serve on this committee. Such a thing 
was fur from my thoughts, and I am certain tliut any member who stands 
U]) to the goonda in this Council would l)o o<|iially willing to sit on the 
(committee and weigh the evidence put before him and advise Govern- 
ment as to what to do. It is not a (question of not trusting non-officials. 
The Select (Committee, if I may drag them in again, considt'ired this 
matter and adoj>ted the alternative of having two Judges. It is not a 
question of trying a man for a particular offence or punishing him for 
a particular offence, but it is a question whether a particular man is 
one who should be allow'ed to remain in Calcutta or not. Presumably 
the idea of having two Judges is to have twm men to go through the 
pajMMN who have been trained in tha matter of examining evidence. It 
is quite possible for a non-official Indian to be equally <‘apable of examin- 
ing the evidence. But the only reason^ as far as T am conrerne^l, that 
we did not suggest it is that we found some difficulty in the case of the 
special tribunals in getting men to come on, as they had other work to 
do.' It is difficult to get men, specially pleaders, to give up their time 
exactly at the moment when the case is ready. 

With regunl to the two Judges, they are under us and we can t^ 
them to come at any time and place to examine the papers. In regard 
to indeiHMulent legal practitioners we have no hold over them and it 
18 difficult to fit iu the time of the non-official gentlemen with that of tho 
Judge. 

The second reason is thot we have to pay the non-officials. Ttk 9 
non-officials in the tribunals were paid a certain honorarium per dieniy 
and c^tainly there was a feeling in the Select Committee that we should 
not aaopt, any procedure, unless it was absolutely necessary, wtuolt 
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would involve a further expense. These are the reasons why we did 
not suggest non-otficials, aud fheee are the reasons wliy I lun not aoeept- 
ing Babu Indu Bhushan l>uita’s amendment and prefer to stick to the 
recommendations of the Seletd Committee. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Rli Df. HARIDHAN DUTT BahMhir: 1 move that in clause 5(/), 
for the words “ two advising Judges,” in line 6, to tin* emi of the clause, 
the following be substituted, namely : — 

“ Three advising Judges consisting of — 

(i) a District and Sessions Judge of Ali|M>iv and Ilooghly; 

(«) the C'hief Presidency Magistmte of Calcutta; and 
(in) a non-official legal practitioner of at least 15 ymiV 
standing.” 

I take iny stand here not with that very idea M'hich has heen expressed 
by Babu Indu Bhushan Duttu, but with a spirit of ho[H*fulnt*sM, for I 
believe, Sir, if 1 have a g(K)d case t(» fight, and if J (*un convince the 
Hon’ble the MeiulKn- in charge of the Bill, he will still find his way 
to accepting the suggestions that 1 have einlxalied in my statement. 
Now the Bill has l)een jwssed by the Selecd (^nnmittee and tluiy have 
formulated the ]>roposal of two advising Judges. 1 was one of tliem 
who, when the Bill was first considered in this Council, suggisstiMl ihat 
there should be an advisory board to make the final nH’oininendation. 
I am thankful to the Select Committee for acce[)ting our suggestion, 
which was throwm out then in this ('ouneil by soim^ of the memlK'rs. 
But, Sir, what has disupiiointed me is to find that this advisory board 
should consist of two (iovernment officials only. I have found that to 
create public confidence, it is necessary that the ,Coveniimuit officials 
should associate with non-official gentlemen so far as it is practicable 
and possible. With n view t() meet that jK>ini, T have suggested that 
amongst the advising Judges, one should be a non-official |MWHon. I 
have been unable to understand why, wffien the Bill has lK*en extended 
outside Calcutta and plac<^ like How'iah and other places have lieen 
included within its juirview, the District and Sessions Judge at Alijmre 
has been singled out us the only person who will sit as one of the advising 
Judges. That is my reason and justification for suggesting that amongst 
the advising Judges the selection need not be confined to AlijK>re but 
it should be extended to other jdaces also, and I have suggested Howrah, 
because Howrah is vitally interested in this Bill also. 

My second suggestion is that the Chief Presidency Magistrate 
sbould he one of the advising Judges. I have been unable to under- 
stand why in a tribunal like this the Chief Presidency Magistrate who, 
I may say, is the bead of the criminaj judiciary in Calcutta, should be 
excluded. Sir, in Calcutta all criminal cases are ordinarily disposed of 

the Chief Presidency Magistrate; and in a matter like this, when he 

.29a 
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18 already a Government servant and is available at any time, I fail to 
understand why his services should not be availed of. 

Then, Sir, I come to my last suggestion, viz., a non-official legal 
practitioner of at least 15 years’ standing. The principal reason which 
has prompted me to move my amendment is to ensure public confidence. 
My friend, Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta, has already spoken about it, and 
I reiterate that if you want to take the public with you in the adminilH 
tration of your policy, it is extremely desirable that you should secuxf 
the help, co-operation, and aid of non-official persons. I have not 
suggested a young man or any man who could not be relied upon, but 
I have suggested a legal practitioner of at least 15 years’ standing, 
I believe the High Court bar, the Police Court bar, and the other bars 
in Calcutta will be able to supply you one who would be willing and 
would be public-spirited enough to take up this work, even without any 
remuneration if that be your difficulty. 

Tlie Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Bill pointed out when 
replying to amendment No. 27 that he had two difficulties in the way 
of non-officinls lieing appointed to the board. The first is that the non- 
official member may not find his time fit in with that of the Judge, 
and the second is one of exi>ense. But, I cannot attach much import- 
ance to these difficulties. I cannot understand why a legal practi- 
tioner cannot be ex|>ected to devote half an hour, or three-quarters of 
an hour or at the utmost an hour in conjunction with the Chief Presi- 
dency Magistrate or the District and Sessions Judge to try two or three 
cases which may occasionally come before them. I think that the 
question of appointing a non-official is not so difficult or impracticable. 

As regards the pay and exjienses, the Government has spent so large 
a sum of money in criminal pro.secutions here, there and almost every- 
where that an additiopal few hundreds of rupees would not make much 
difference; and even when I venture to suggest that if a non-official 
legal practitioner is taken in, there will be no dearth of legal practi- 
tioners, and some can do this .work even without remuneration. 
Another point that strikes me is that if my proposal is accepted, the 
difficulty about any difference of opinion that may arise would be met. 
iSupposing these two advising Judges come to different opinions and 
thet c 4 innot agree, what would he the state of affairs then ? If the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Bill accepts the proposal that I 
havejmade, viz., that the board should consist of three persons, presum- 
ably there would be no difficulty in coming to a decision by a majority. 
That is all I have to say in favour of my proposal, and I leave it to the 
Hon’ble the Member to consider whether he cannot accept it. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: I move that in clause 5(7), linea 
6 to 10, for the words beginning with “ two advising Judges ” to the 
end the following be substituted, namely : — 

*^the board consisting of three persons, of whom one shall be the 
. Chief Presidency Magistrate of Calcutta, ehall ^ a 
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District and Session^Jndge^ and one shall bo a legal praoti* 
tioner of at least 16 years' standing." 

As regards the constitution of the tribunal before whom the charges 
are to be investigated, various suggestions have been made. The Bill 
provides that the tribunal should consist of two advising Judges, one 

whoon shall be the District and Seasions Judge of Alijwre and the 
pibor another District and Sessions Judge. This provision is far from 
aatisfaotory. The Judge should have knowledge of crimes })t»culiar to 
Calcutta and the neighbourhood and should have ex[>erienee in dealing 
with such crimes. 

I do not deny that District and Sessions Judges have a certain 
amount of exi^erience in dealing with crimes in general, luit the iwrti- 
cular crimes which are intended to he dealt with in the Bill are a j)t‘cu- 
liar feature of the criminal life of Calcutta and it cannot hi* exj^'cted 
that District and Sessions Judges who have no exiHuience in dealing 
with such crimes should l>e in a ixisition to give valuabh* aid in deciding 
upon cases of goondas that might be brought lief ore them. While I * 
do not minimise the judicial knowledge and capacity of lawyers in the 
public service such as Judges and Magistrates, it has in all juridical 
systems been deemed to lie necessary that official lawyers should have IliC 
advice and assistance of indeixmdent lawyers in the trial of cases. As 
an ordinary trial is being disjiensed with under the provisions of the 
Bill, the defect in the system that is going to be created will be 
remedied if the tribunal consists, in addition to official lawyers, of at 
least one independent lawyer to bring in the fresh blood tliat is some- 
times necessary to meet the ends of justice. The tribunal that 1 have 
suggested is to consist of the Chief rresidency Magistrate, a Distrit't 
and Sessions Judge, and a legal practitioner of at least 15 years’ stand- 
ing. The Chief Presidency Magi.strate will bring to the tribunal his 
large knowledge of the criminality peculiar to Calcutta, the District and 
Sessions Judge will contribute bis exjierience in dealing with criminals 
in general, and the indejwndent legal practitioner will contribute the 
unofficial and inde{)ondent view of the questions that will be brought 
for discussion and decision. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I move that in the last line of 
clause h{2)f for the word " five " the word " ten " be substituted. 

I do not think any speech is needed for this. It would appear that 
five years' experience for a District and Sessions Judge is really very, 
very limited; and I do not think that a Judge with only five years' 
experience is able enough to sift the evidence projKjrly. Therefore, 
my suggestion is, that the Judge must have at least 10 years’ experience. 

Rti NIBARAN CHANDRA DAB CUPTA Bahidiir: I move that in 
clause following be added, namely, “ stationed^ 

at Aliptwre, Howrah or Hooghly." 
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My amendment is more in the inteAst of economy than of anything 
else. It strikes me that the District and Sessions Judge at Alipore 
has heeii named and selected because he so close by. His services can 
be utilized at any moment. So 1 think if the section stands as it does, 
then the other District and Sessions Judge should be brought from a 
place near by, that is to say, from Alipore, Howi’ah or Hooghly. So 
that if a District and Sessions Judge is brought from a far-off district^ 
more money in the shajie of travelling allowances and other allowance^ 
will l)e sjwnt. I therefore think it is rather better that some Judges 
should be available in either of these districts, Alipore, Howrah or 
Hooghly. So 1 })eg to move that at the end in clause 5(7), the words 
** stationwl at Aliix)re, Howrah or H<H)ghly be substituted. 


Blini NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I opi>ose the amendmnets 
which suggest that the (’hief Presidency Magistrate should sit on the 
board to try these cases. I do not know what the outsi<le public in 
Calcutta think of the ('hief Presidency Magistmte. But I know that 
he is looked upon by many rts a glorified polic e ofhcer. It has l)eeii 
8Uggest(Ml by Babu Jatindra Nath Basil that he has first-hand ex|)(*rionce 
of recording evidence, and so will lie better able to disidiarge the duties 
on the hoard. Sir, in the trial of these (‘uses no evidence will have to 
recorded. The District and Sessions Judges have got great exj^rience 
in the trial of cases over which no Presidency Magistrates or District 
Magistrates have any jurisdiction at all. They try big original cases of 
civil and criminal jurisdiction and they know how to sift evidence far 
better than the Magistrates. Therefore, I think, that the inclusion of 
the Presidency Magistrate on the hosird should not allowed. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I have much pleasure in supjwt- 
ing the amendment of Dr. llaridhaii Dutt. The decision of this bench 
is to 1 h' final and extraordinary measures are going to lx* taken. There 
is no ai>jx'ul to the High Court. It is therefore desimble that the mem* 
laws of this IxMu h should increased and they should be experienced. 
A Sessions Judge who serves for a ]x*riod of five yeai's will not suffice 
and, Sir, I think the Chief Presidency Magistrate is the projier autho- 
rity who is in a ix)sition to decide cases like these. As I have already 
suhl extraordinary juiwers are going to bt* vested in this liench, it is 
advisable that this Ixuich should co-o|x»rate with an experienced Indian 
legal practitioner. That is the suggestion which has also been made 
by the Bengal National Chamlier of Commerce. I do not think tbei« 
would be any difficulty in securing the services of such a legal practi- 
tioner, because 1 may draw attention to the composition of the Special 
Tribunal under the Calcutta Improvement Act. With these remarks, 
I supjHirt it. 

The Hon’bla Mr. M# L. STEPHENSONS There is no point of prin- 
cinle^ involved in my opposition to the^ amendments except that I 
deprei'ate the amendment which suggests that this advisory hoabi 
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litu^nld consist of three members. Surely, Sir, if there are two Judges 
or if there are one Judge and a legal practitioner of 15 years’ standing, 
they are enough for the purpose of going through the papers regarding 
common badraashes, to decide whether they are to l)e driven out of 
Calcutta or not. It would be a great mistake to overweight the advi» 
sory board and make the thing too big. 

Coming to the various amendments, Rai I>r. Haridliaii l>ult Bahadur 
is unaware why the District and ScKssions Judge of Alii>ore has been 
particularly singled out. I do not know whether he HUH|)ectH some 
sinister motive, but the reason is very simph'. The District and 
Sessions Judges of Alipore are generally the most senior in servi(*e. 
They are posted to Alii>ore towards the end of their services We have, 
therefore, selected tlie District and Sessions Judge of Alipore so that 
it would always necessarily give us a senior and exiHoienccMl Judge. 
If we had one Judge from Ali^wre, n senior man, the other Judge may be 
selected from anywhere. If we are going to havt‘ two Judges, 1 think 
there are great advantages in not tying down (iovernmerit. As regards 
the second Judge, a Jiulge from Howrah or Ilooghly w{)uld usually be 
employed; but it may be inconvenient to take him aWay if be is trying 
an imixirtant case, and it may be most convenient at times to put the 
liegal Remembrancer on the lioard. He has l)een employed on that sort 
of work before. Therefore, except in the t^ase of Alipo^(^, for the pur* 
pose of obtaining a senior Judge, I would deprecate the (\>uncil tying 
down the liands of Government in any way. Tliat deals with the 
amendment of Rai Niburan Chandra Dos Gupta Bahadur. 

As regards the amendment of Bahu Indu Bhusban Dutta substitutinjt 
** ten ” for the word “ five ” I would remiml Babu Indu Bhiishan Dutla 
that a civilian Judge with three yeais’ experience is considered to lie 
experienced enough to go into the High Court, and a subordinate Judge 
i^nth five years’ experience is considered undei the Goveinment of Indio 
Act to Ik* fit for the High Court. Surely if a man of tliat expeu ience is con- 
sidered suitable to be appointed a High Court Judge, he is ex|)t*rienced 
enough to deal with the ]iapers relating to badmashes of this kind. 

I would point out to Babu Indu Bhiishan Dutbi that lie is jirobably 
confusing “ service*’ with “ judicial service.” The Bill, us it stands, 
makes it necessary that the second Judge shall be one who has served 
as such for a periwl of not less than five years, that is to say, if he is 
an I.C.S. man, he has jirobably put in 12, 13 or 15 years’ 8(*rvire. He 
must have five years’ actual service as a Judge irrespf*ctive of his train- 
ing or service as a Magistrate. There is another slight incidental 
objection; if this amendment were accepted it would put difficulties in 
the way of appointing to this board an Indian Judge recruited from the 
l»r. Take the case of the Alipore Judge, Mr. K. C. Nag. TTnder this 
amendment h^ would have to serve 10 years before he can l)e appoiniad ^ 
to the board. 
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Co „ . jhe main amendments which stand in the name of Balm 
Jatindra Nath Basu, and Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur, as I have 
already said, there is no question of principle involved in my opposi« 
tiop, thou^^h 1 do stronifly object to overweighting the advisory board. 
Therefore, whatever we do, I would urge the Council not to have three 
men on the board. 

As regards the ai)pointment of a non-official legal practitioner of 
the board, personally I have no objection whatever. But I imagine 
that the reason why it did not occur to us to put him, apart from the 
objection which has been urged in this Council by at least one member, 
was that there is only one Chief Presidency Magistrate and we have 27 
Judges and so it would bo easier to get one Judge out of 27 than the 
only (/hief Presidency Magistrate. 

As regards the up|K)intment of a non-official legal practitioner of 
16 years’ standing, I have already spoken on the subject and given my 
reasons why 1 prefer to adopt the proposals of the Select Committee. 
Since then I have been informed by one who ought to know that it 
would he practically impossible to get a legal practitioner of 15 years^ 
standing to sit on the hoard either free or for a remuneration which we 
gave ill the case of 8p(»cial tribunal Judges, that is, Rs. 50 a day. 

Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur has an inadequate idea of the 
amount of work that is going to he involved. It is not merely a (piestion 
of sitting down and saying — “ I do not like the look of that fellow, 
let him be sent out of Calcutta.” The Judges will have to go through 
the papers and also to see whether there is sufficient evidence or whether 
further evidence is required. I am afraid it is not a case of half an 
hour or an hour’s work occasionally, it is going 1o take a very (consider- 
able time ns there is a laiye numlier of these goondas. 

In concdusion I repeat again that there is no question of principle 
involved in iny opposition, but the amendments do not seem to me as 
good as the original jiroposal. • 

Rai HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: May I put a question to the 
Hon'hle the Member? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, only a question. 

Rai HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: The Hon’hle the Member objects 
to the apj>ointment of three meraWs to the board, hut if there we»ra 
only two members and if they happened to differ, what would happen 
in such cases? 

Tht Han’bla H. L. STEPHENSON: I think we have a separate 

^amendm^nt on this point and I will deal' with that when the tiiae 
comes. 
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Hr. FREtlOENT: Rai Dr, Haridhan Dutt Bahadur asked for per-, 
suasion to alter his amendment in the following form. It is merely a 
change of phraseology, the substance remains the same : — 

‘‘ That clause 5 be amended by the omission in sulx-clause (I) in 
line 6 of the words ‘ two advising .Indges ’ to the end of 
the clause and the substitution of the following words: — 

‘ Three advising Judges, of whom one shall be the Chief 
Presidency Magistrate of Calcutta, one shall be a 
District and Sessions Judge of Ali[x>re or Howrah, 
and one shall be a non-official legal practitioner of 
at least 15 years’ standing.’ ” 

The amended motion was then put and a division was taken, with 
the following result : — 


AYES. 


Mdy, labu Amulya Ohoet. 

Afui, Natrabiada K. M., Khan Katiadur. 
All, Munthl Amir. 

Arhamtiddln, Mauhri Khandahar. 

•anerjaa. Or. Pramathanath. 

■atu, tabu Jatlndra Nath. 

■hattaoharjl, Oahu Hem Chandra. 
Chaitdhtirl, Babu Kliberl Mahan. 

Chaudhurl, Rai Harandranath. 

Chaardhurv, Maulvl Failal Karim. 

Oai, Uabu Bhlthmedev. 

Oat Gupta, Rai Bahadur Ntbaran Chandra. 
Oau, Rai Bahadur Pyarf Lai. 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. 

Otttta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

Ohaae, Rai Bahadur Jagandra Ohundar. 

Huq, Mauhri Ekramul. 

Karim, Mauhri FaituL 


Khan, Babu Oebendra Lai. 

Makramall, Muntbl. 

Mukhapadhaya, Babu larat Chandra. 
Multlek, Babu Nirode Behary. 

Nasktr, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Ray, Kumar Bhlb thekhareiwar. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. Krithna Chandra. 
Rlihl, Babu Railk Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Jagendra Krishna. 

Ray, Babu Jogtndra Nath. 

Roy, Babu Naiini Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Bljoyprosad ilngh. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Lain Mohan flngh. 
Roy* Raja Manlloll Ilngh. 
lalam, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Abdua. 
Sarkar, Babu Jogoih Chandra. 

•arkar, Babu Rishindra Nath. 


NOES. 


Ahmad, Mauhri Aiaharuddln. 

AN, Munohl Aytih. 

Banarjoa, the Hon'hio Hr lurondra Nath. 
Btrloy, Mr. L. 

Baaa, Mr. s. M. 

C h atii dlm rl, Mauhri thah Muhammad. 
Bhaudhurl. the Han'blo Iho Nawah BalyM 
Mawab AH, Khan Bahadur. 

DIhrka, Blr Raglnaid. 

Btoara, Majar^Oanaral B. H. 

Bay, Mr. 0. G. 

BiMM, the Hon'hio Mr. 4 , 

B a na van, Hr. d. 4, 

Kn s ars an, Mr. T. 

Phrodiii, Mr. K. 0. M. 
fdrraalar, Mr. A Oam yh il L 
BAaaa, Mr. B. e. 

Baade, Mr. I. W. 

Nopiimi, Mr. W. W. 

Mr. a^T. 

The Ayea beiDg 35 tod the Ni 


Khan, Maulvl Md. RaHua Uddin. 
Ung, Mr. 4. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur af Burdwan, 

tha Nan'bio the. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MaAMIn, Mr. M. C. 

MIttor, the Han'ble Mr. p. c. 

Morgan, Mr. 0. 

Mukharjoa, Babu NItya Dhan. 
Mukharji, Profouor 1. C. 

Prantlaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahbn, tha Hon'Ma Hr Ahi 4 ir. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Uimndra LaL 
Ray, Hr. a N. 

Roy, Mr. 4. N. 
ikhmor, Mr. H. E. 
ttayhonaon, tha Non'Mo Mr. N. L. 
Btifart-Wmianio, Mr. i. C. 

VIHara, Mr. P. I. t. 


37, the motion wa« lost. 
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I Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order! I want to make it quite clear to 
the hon’ble memlierw that five minutes or six minutes at the outside is 
allowed for passing through the lobbies. If the hon’ble members 
choose to remain in conversation instead of going to the lobbies next 
time, the doors will be l(K‘ked at the conclusion of the allotted time and 
they will not l^e allowed to vote. 

Mr, PRESIDENT* The motion standing in the name of Babu Jatin- 
dra Nath Basil, being identical with that of Rai I>r. ITaridhan Dutt 
Bahadur, falls k> the ground. 

The motion standing in the name of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta was 
then put and lost. 

Tlie motion standng in the name of Rai Nibaran Ohandra Das Gupta 
Bahadur was then put and lost. 

The follow'ing motion standing in tin* name of Mr. Aji^y Ohundor 
Ihitt iKMiig absent, w'os, in the absence of the meinlier deemed to be 
withdniwn : — 

That in clause lines 1 and T, for the word ‘shall ’ in the 

two places in which it occurs the following Im substituted, 
.namely: ‘ may also, if they tliink fit.’ ” 

Mr, PRESIDENT* The following amendment standing in the name 
of Rai Nibaran (Miaiidra Das Gupta Bahadur falls to the ground; 

“ Unit in clause 5(1^), line 4, after the w'ord ‘ represcmtation,^ 
the words ‘or the cause shown ’ be inseitiKl.” 

The following amendment standing in the name of Rai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur, was, in the absence of the memlier, dtM3med to 
W withdraw n : — « 

“ That in clause line 5, after the word ‘ ptuson,’ the words 

‘ or by an agent of the ])eriion ’ be inserted.” 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I move that in clause 
b(2), line S, after the words ” information, if any,” the words ” and 
may examine witnesses ” l>e mserted. 

My amend nienl has the effect of enabling the Judges, if they think 
necessary, to examine y^itnesses. This clause as it stands at present 
makefT the advising Judges always look up to tlie local Government for 
wdiatever information might hap|)en to come dribbling down to them 
from the executive, which in this ease, is merely the police. The 
advising Judges are absolutely fettered: they cannot of their own 
motion do anything, even if they are of the deliberate opinion that the 
intenxsts of justice require something more than being merely police* 
fed. My suggestion in the amendment is that if on the perusal of a 
re|KirtJ|the Judges think that it woUld be proper to have the importcmt 
witnesses examiiuMl by themselves, then they should be empowered to 
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do BO. My amendment is a merely enahliiipr one, the examination 
witnesses rests solely in the discretion of the Judges. I hope that the 
Hon'ble Member will not opix)se this very mild amendment. For 
his opposition would only Wtray his lack ot faith in the discn^tion of 
the advising Judges. We all know', Sir, that statements of witnesses 
may sometimes look very fair and convincing on ptqs'r, hut their falsity 
is often detected when a few questions are put to those witnesses from 
their demeanours, from their shufttings and jMcvarications. Sir, the 
idea that it might encumber the Judge.s and introduce complication in 
their duties is, if I may {Humitted to say so, frivolous. Justice and 
human lilKU'ty are immeasurably sujvrior to such inconveniences. I 
do hojTe the Hon’ble the Meml)er in charge will not opi>ose this vt*ry 
simple safeguard against a |>er|x‘tratioM of injustice. 1 vtM‘d hardly add 
that 1 do not suggest any cross-examination un behalf *of the ae-cused. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H, Li STEPHENSON; With regard to this amend- 
ment there is no question wliether 1 trust a Judge or not. I (‘.ertainly 
trust the Judges. The.se Judges have sufiicient |¥>wer to eull for a!»y 
further information that they may nHiuire. If tlie imunher ihiiiks that 
this is not sufHcient, I will not have any objection to giving them 
poww to eull witness(‘s, hut in that case, 1 would ])ut in the proiwwtMl 
amendment after the word “ information ” and before the words 
if any.” 

Mr, PRESIDENT: ()i(b‘r, order! The amcMulment as nslrafted has 
taken a slightly different form. The ijuestion therefore is that elauso 5 
be amended by the omission in line H of sub-clause of all the words 
after the words “ if any down to the word “ reinu t ” in line 10 and by 
the substitution therefor of the following words— “ and may examine 
such witnesses, if any, as shall ap{s*ur to them to b<» necc'ssary to enable 
them to tender their adviee on the reiK>rt.” 

ITie amended motion was then put and agreed to. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: 1 Inov(^ that in clause 
line 10 — 

(/) for the word “ may ” the word “ shall ” be subslitutcHl ; and 

(li) the words “ if they think fit ” be omitted. 

This amendment would have the effect of enabling the accuswl 
j)er8on to apiiear as a matter of right Wore the Judges. It is unthink- 
able that a man should he condemned in his ubscmce. Even an extras 
ordinary measure like (he (loondas Hill should not Ix' so framed as to be 
unduely harsh and unjust. The Hon’ble the MemlxT has in course of the 
debate asked us not to encuml)er these Judges with various duties. 
Sir, I am sorry to say that it only betrays a very unfortunate thing, a 
temperament which is prone to shirk the essential duties. For what 
should be tll# proper duties of these advising Judges? What is ibe 
puTpoee in having them, in making provisions for them? Is it not tp 
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||jee that justice is done and proper advice tendered to the local Govern- 
ment? And should not the Judges, in the furtherance T>f justice, 
cheerfully undergo all such troubles? The mentality that has been 
evinced to-day makes me fear that it might be catching, and the Judges 
might take the cue from the ILm’ble the Member and always exercise 
their discretion in lessening their own troubles, no matter what happens 
to the iK)or accused. It is tlierefore that there is all the more reason that 
the discretion of the Judge should be so guided as to allow in every case 
an opjK>rtunity to the alleged goonda to have his version properly 
represented to the Judge by himself. Any opjK>sition to this primary 
right of a man to defend his case i)ersoually can only be construed as 
a license to the i)erj)etrutioii of an abominable high-handedness in the 
sacred name of justice. 

Mr. DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendm Nath Ray): I have 
very great pleasure in su[>iK)rting tliis amendment. 1 really cannot 
understand why an accused ix*rson, be he a goonda or an honest man, 
should l>e dejuived of his right to a]>]H.uir before his Judge and represent 
his grievances or his case In^fore him. It is a well-known fact, pro- 
bably known to everybody here, that in all criminal cases the accused 
has to api>ear before the trying Magistrate unless he himself wants not 
to apjx'ar before him and wants to he excused from |)ersonal attendance. 
Why should not this simple amendment accepted by Gm'ernment? 
I hojK^ Government will s(H» its way to accept it. 

Mr. BI1IOYPRO8AD 8INCH ROY: I rise to sup|X)rt this amend- 
ment. It is inconceivable that in these days of culture and civilization, 
when liberty is the watchword, a man should l)e condemned unheard. 
Even in the days of the (\)urt of Star ('hamber the accused had the 
right to api>ear Ix^ore the Judges. So I do not think that Govern- 
ment should object to this amendment. I quite appreciate the Hon^ble 
the Member's remarks, that goondaism is a serious disease; it is cancer 
which riM]uirevS heroic treatment. But 1 am afraid that in our zeal to 
oj)ei*a1e we may kill the patient and then repuit like a rash surgeon 
that though the ojx»ralic>n was successful the patient die<l of heart 
failure; we must not encroach uiwii the liberty of the people in trying 
to stamp out gcxmdaism from (hilcutta. 

Babv AM ULYA DHONE ADDY: I have much pleasure in support- 
ing this amendment. However guilty an accused might be, it is abso- 
lutely nei'essary that he should be allowed an opportunity to defend 
himself. It is the British sense of justice which demands it. We can- 
not come to a correct conclusion unless and until we hear both the 
liarties. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bafiadiir: I am opposed to 
th e drastic provisions of this Bill, but I am bound to say 4hat here the 
word ‘'may/' would ordinarily mean shall,'’ but my irienda there 
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m anxious that this " may ” should he> changed to “ shall," and I 
therefore consider that the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson should agree to* 
this. 

Thd Hon’bis Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: IVrHonally I am in favour 

of giving discretion to the advising Judges. Tt seems to me that they 
are in a l)etter position to decide whether it is a waste of lime to see 
the accused or not. The motion seems to me to transfer the distrust 
generally reserved for the executive to the judiciary. The mover has 
not, as I have, seen this Koguo.s’ gallery of photographs. I can 
solemnly assure him that not a single one of them in that Rogues’ gallery 
will not do himself infinite harm by n])|M'aring before the Judge. But 
there seems to be a certain amount of feeling in favour of this amend- 
ment in the Coiincil. It is not a matter of principle at alt, and 1 should 
be perfectly prepared to accept if with the addition of the words “ if 
he so desirtvi.” Otherwise there may he complications and the 
goonda may say afterwards that although he did desire, he was not 
given an opportunity. 

The section will then nin as follow's: — 

” They shall also give to the person against whom the rei>ort has 
been made, if he so desires, an oj>poit unity of appearing 
in person, etc., etc.” 

Is the mover willing to accept that I' 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I think I should accept 
that. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question bef<>re the lIou.se is that clause 
5(2), be amended by the substitution in line 10 of tht‘ wind ” shall ” 
for the word ” may ” and further by the omission of the words ” if thejf 
think fit ” in the same line and furtliei In the addiiion after the word 
** made ” in line 11 of th«‘ words ” if he so desires.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Rni Knnindralal 
De Bahadur was covered by the previous decision — 

“ That in clause 5(2), lines 10 and 11, for the words ‘ They may 
also, if they think fit, give to the person against whom the 
report has I>een made,* the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

* They shall also give to the person against whom the 
report has been made, if he so desires.’ ” 

The following amendments standing in the ®ame of Mr. Ajoy 
Ohunder Jhitt were, in the absence of the memlier, d(*emed to be with* 
drawn 

‘ ** That in^clause 5(2), line 12, after the words * of appearing io 
pmon * the words * or by pleader ' be inserted.^' 
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** That in claune 5(2), line 13, for the word ‘ may ’ the word 
* shall * be substituted. 

** niat in clause 5(2), lines 13 and 14, after the words * at the 
. instaruje of that ijerson * the words ‘ or his pleader * be 

• inserted.*’ 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: I l)eg leave to withdraw the follow- 
ing amendment standing in my name: — 

** That in clause 5(2), line 15, after the words ‘ may support that 
explanation * the words * or may rebut the report ’ be 
inserted.” 

l^e amendment was then, by leave of the ('ouncil, withdrawn. 

Kihimt 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 move that clause 5(2) 
(a) 1)0 omitted. It runs as follows: — 

** Nothing in this stN-tion shall be deemed to entitle the. iiorsoii 
whose case is Ixd'ore the advising Judg(‘s to apjs'ar or be 
represented befoie them by pleader, nor shall the I>ocal 
(]lov(‘rnment 1 h' so entitled.” 

This proviso is absolutely initpiitous. No doubt the public need 
protection from the goondas, but do not the jxu'sons alleged to l)e 
goondas need protection Indore th<\v are a<ljudge<l to be such Y Knowing 
as some of us do the nature of the |K)lice and the condition of the general 
mass, we are pretty sure that most of the jHUsons w'ho would actually 
l>e hauled up would l)e the poor illiterate. They mostly would not be 
able even to understand the nature of the prcK*eedings against them, 
and ns for rc'presenting their case, they would b«' the last [jersons to 
?(o it projierly. Kveiu educated in’ople, when they are themsel^j^ 
accused, recjuire the help of able lawyers to represent them. M«)st of us 
here know' that even in matters wdiich are not before any court, but 
which reejuire proj)er represent at ion •before the officials, how we require 
the helj) of lawyers to do it. In these cases they do not appear in their 
legal iMijmcity but tnily act as our agents or representatives. Here in 
the case of goondas t(s>, we only reipiire them to act as such. I^awyers, 
in spite of all their faults, and in spite of all the silly abuses heaped on 
them, are a very useful l)ofly of jieople. They by their training and 
habit know how to place things pro])erly and to express clearly the 
defects and blemishes of the opposite jwint of view. If the alleged 
genmdas Ix' dei>rived of tlndr assistance, I am afraid they through 
their ignorance and confusion would misrejiresent or fail to represent at ail 
their owm civses, and thus meet with an unde^served punishment. I 
cannot understand the mentality of the Hon’ble the Member when he 
first bans the ])resence of the accused person befofre the Judges. How- 
^yer, I |m glad that he has changed his attitude. Now I think that Jie 
^~l8 afniid th^t the lawyers of goondas will be something formidable and 
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should be avoided. Are we seriously to uiulorslaiid that the Judges 
might be afraid of the goondas tooP Should they also quail before the 
lawyers, who are as a rule enlightened and harmless jx'ople? They are 
not goondas, whatever they might be. I ho|M' that the House will agree 
with me in deleting — I might say — the mis(‘hievous clause. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Rai Niharan Chandra Ihvs Gupta Bahadur, do 
you wish to speak? We shall also take the next two motions. 

Rii NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: 1 am suriuised 
to find that an emimrgo is going to be put on lawyers and |NtrticularIy 
pleaders. Of course though the procedure laid down is very summary, 
I do not think that there is any reason for putting in “ clause (a) ” 
simply to exclude jdeadeis, lH‘cause goondas g»‘nerally do .not Indong to 
universities, lliey come from a class of ixMiple. who are unable to make 
any repn'sentation ” whatsoever, and the Hon’ble mov(‘r of this 
Bill has already told us tliaf the word ‘‘representation ” is compre- 
hensive enough and he might make any lepreseiitation. The expressioa 
“ to show cause ” is much better than “ to mak(* a repn‘sentation/’ and 
such a representation is not likely to be made piojHM’ly and ade(juately 
by a goonda himself. Of course, tluMe may Ix' a vmy learned goondn, 
but, generaly s|K^*iking, ordinary g(H)ndas canot make ]>r(qHM' re])t‘esentn- 
tions. There slinuld he somelxKly to make .souk* representation on his 
behalf, and if a pleader is so much dreaded because he wastes the time 
of the court by putting unfUM-essury (piestions to witnesses, where there 
will 1 k‘ no evidence, there is no chance of any pUnnhu’ wasting the 
court’s time. He will simply api>eur for the g(K>nda tiiking instruc- 
tions from him and submit a representation to the advising Judges. 
I do not think that tbere is any harm in that. Why a jdeader — (‘ven 
a third [vrson, an educated man who can pr<*pare a “ jxdition ” may 
make a submission alxuit flic goondn. I think that 1 h‘ will Ix^ also 
quite comix*teiit to apixnir for him us his agent. Instead of a pleader, 
if he lx* so objectionable, it may lie put down as agent. If that is 
acceptabV to the hon’ble mover, I think that it wfiiild serve all jxw- 
sible ptirposes, and objections to the apjHuirance of anylxxly else before 
these advising Judges should not he raised. 

Babu 4ATINDRA NATH BA8U: Wlmn you are entrusting the 
trial of crises against goonda.s to a qualified tribunal, 1 do not see why 
you should uot leave it to the same tribunal to decide as to wbai kind 
of bearing they will give to the accused ix^rson. . It may be necessary 
for the tribunal to have certain vague and indistinct circumstanoc^s 
elucidated by evidence or by a personal explanation by the accused or 
any representative of his. Tlie Bill should not maki^ it imjxissible for 
the tribunal to have the assistance jt might reijuire. While the Bill 
provides for the limitation of the lilierty of the individual, it should not 
al the same time limit the discretion of the oourt. Further, having 
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regard to the amendment which the hon’ble mover has accepted to 
clause 5(2) by which the right is given to the accused person to appear 
if he so desires, if sub-section (2) (a) is allowed to stand as it is, it will 
conflict with the amendment that has l>een passed. I would therefore 
ask the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Bill to consider whether 
this amendment should be accepted. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Rai Fanindralal 
De Bahadur was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be with- 
drawn : — 

“That in clause 5(2) (a), line 3 the words ‘appear or’ be 
omitted.” 

Rii HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: After the observations 
made by the previous sp(‘akers, T do not think that very many words are 
necessary in sui>port of my amendment. I need only point out that 
while the previous ones only take away the disabling clause, my amend- 
ment only puis it in an enabling form. Tt has been nghtly said that 
there is absolutely no rea.son wh\ an accused under this Act should not 
be allowed even to apix'ar by a pleader. Sir, this Act provides for such 
a drastic punishment as dejK)rtation. It provides for an extra-judicial 
procedure such as trial in aunera, if revision of the records by two 
judges can at all 1 h* called a trial. . It gives wide l)erth to the niles of 
law, es]>ecially to those of the Evidence Act. Even if under these 
circumstances you do not allow an a(‘cused to be represented by a pleader, 
is it not going too far? Is it not denying him every assistance and 
facility to represent his case? As my friend, Rai Nibaran ('Chandra 
Dus OupUi Bahadur, has very rightly pointed out, the goondas are not 
always learned men, and it will be simply shutting them out from 
entering any defence at all. It will be making it impossible for them 
to represent their case if you do not allow them to appear or to be 
represented by a pleader. At least, if you concede this much only, 
you take away nothing from this Bilk All the other provisions stand, and 
I do not think that the objects of this Bill could in any way be frustrated 
if only this concession was made. 

I move that in clause 5(2) (a) for the word “ entitled ” in the 
two places in which it (X'curs, the word “ disentitled ” be substituted." 

Mr. F. E. E. VILLIER8: Fnlike the great Lord Clive, who was 
surprised at his own moderation, I stand amazed at the moderation of 
those gentlemen who have seen fit to move this amendment. It seems 
to me that it would have been so much simpler for everyone, if they 
moved an amendment to withdraw the Bill entirely. Here we are 
facing a Bill which is meant definitely to short-circuit, so far as it is 
consistent with justice, the ordinary process of law on the one hand, 
while on the other we have members, presumably intelligent members, 
iryitg io introduce an amendment which will absolutely defeat the very 
object for which the Bill has been introduced. I have none of thoio 
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false feelings of tenderness towards the gcmiidus which have Ixhmi so 
much in evidence during the jxist two days. I entirely agree with the 
amendment that has just lw»en carried atul wlii( h was put forward hy 
Euniar Shib Shekhareswar Bay to the efFi‘ct that the ai'cused or the 
alleged misdemeanant should have the (diance jip[H'aring l»efore his 
Judges; but surely to go further and to say that the pnaess sluuild 
take on the full form of law is utterly to defeat the essentials of the 
Bill wdiich we are here considenng. Indeed it seems to me that the 
improvidence with which a certain section of the House is tlealing with 
the goonda question is very like a story 1 once Iw'aid about an im[>rovi- 
dent oystei. Theie lived an oyster, a foolish and an extremely thought- 
less oyster. He used (H casionally to ])ee]> out of his shell to s(X' how 
things W'ere going on. In spite, however, of the advice (if his fellows 
that he should j)ay more attention to the dangers round him, he rt^fust'd 
to alter bis habit of merely occasionally having a look out. Well, one 
day this improvident oyst(*r iKH*jH‘d out of the slndl t(> find hims(df on 
a table with a Ixdtle of champagne <»n one si(h‘ and a bottle of red 
pep|>er on the othei', a bottle of vinegar in front and a k?iife at his 
thnxit. It seems to me that the spirit in which a certain section of 
the House is now approaching’ this goonda (piestion is not unlik(* tliat 
with which tlu' oyster viewed the question of the dangers which sur- 
rounded him. We must rcndize that the (‘ssence of this Bill, is that it 
should empower (Tovernment to deal w’ith the goonda (pic'stion in as 
summary a manner as is consistent w'ith justice; atid that any atteiujit 
to turn it into the ordinary proec'ss of law must obviously defeat this 
purpOvSe. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: We are very grateful to 
Mr. Villiers fcu’ trying to kecq> us amustnl by bis laboured attcunpts at 
sarcasm at this time of the day. 1 think that bis habit of flying over the 
heads of iH’ople has made him forget the practical difhculties of the 
law courts; that is why he cannot .sc*e the absolute urgency of an amend- 
ment like this. As I am not a lawyer my.scdf, I liojK* that it will not 
be susiHM'ted tliat when suj>porting this amendment, I am only t»wing 
to increase my field of nctivitms. Nothing of the sort. WitJumt 
being a lawyer, I find great clitfic ulfy in representing my c ase Isdoie a 
court; and how much more diffic ult it w’ould he for an ordinary, ignorant 
tn^n to put his c/dJie clearly; aiicl even a gmuida ought to try to defend 
himself, to put his case succinctly and clearly Wfoie the cxrurt. So, 
it is all the more necessiUy that he should be* given u chance to defend 
himself. It is the first elementary jrrinciple (»f all English law, and 1 
hope that the Hon'ble Meml)er has not forgotten those princdjdes of 
English law. 

Tlin Hon’bto Mr. H. L. BTEPHENSONs In the first place, I claim 
Babu Jatindra N^th Basu as my 8U]>porter. The Bill, as it stands, pro^ 
rUm oxactly what he says we ought to provide. It gives the Judges 
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the power to hear pleaders if they think it necessary. It leaves the di»- 
cretion with the Judges, and w'e have met his ivishes in every possible 
way. 1 shall therefore claim his vote. 

' There seems to l>e a certain amount of misapprehension about this. 
The clause which is objected to says ‘‘ provided that nothing in this 
section shall Ik* deemed to entitle a jxjrson whose case is before the 
advising .lodges to ap|)ear or be represented before them by a pleader, 
nor shall tho I^ocal Government l>e so entitled.’^ In the first place, 
this d(K*H not in any way ham})er the dis<‘retio>n of the Judges. They 
can, if they like, allow a pleader. They can, if they like, ask 
Government to Ik? represented by a pleader. In the second 
place, nothing in this sec'tion prevents a goonda from employ- 
ing a pleader to draw' up his representation which he submits to the 
advising Judges, That ought to meet Itai Nibaran (Jiandra Das (fupta 
Baliadur’.s i>(>int, and I think that it really meets all the other points 
that have Ijeen raised. What is it that the plead(>r has to put before 
the advising Judges? How' is he to helj) the goonda? Sui’ely the 
iini>(iitiin( thing is the re])resentation that the goonda makes to the 
advising Judges. There is nothing to jaevent legal aid there. If a 
plead(*r does appear before the advising Judges on behalf of a g(K>nda, 
what is he going to do? He (‘uriTiot see the evidenci*, he cannoi hear 
witnesses, W’liut is he to do? What rejiresentation is he to make? 
How is he to lielp the goonda? As ha.s been point<*d out, tlie House 
has d(‘liberately come to the conclusion that in dealing with tliis menace, 
we have got to have executive proce<lure and they luive delil>erately 
discar(l(‘d judicial pro<*edure. Why then cling to the judicial techni- 
calities? The plead(‘r can do nothing to help the goonda in tlie court. 
All lit* can do is to make a siK»ech. He cannot test the e\idence. He 
cannot examine the witnesses and he does not even know who the 
WMtncs.ses are. All he can do is to put into legal language, his own 
language, w’hat the goonda wi.shes to say. He (‘an do this when he 
drafts the lepiesentution of a gtKuida. The objection I have to this pro- 
|>osaI is, firstly, that it is useless allowing the pleaders to come in as a 
rigMt ; secondly, that if you have the ]>leaders in, all the niceties of 
legal technicalities will inevitably follow, and that i.s what the House, 
1 understand, undoubtedly w'ishes to avoid. They wish to cut them- 
selves free from legal technicalities which have prevented their dealing 
with file evil before. Therefore both on the ground that the amendment 
would Ik* useless and also on the ground that it would be unncH’.essary, 
I opiKKte it. 

Supposing the amendment is carried, wdiat will he the effect? Had 
any of these legal gentlemen who moved the amendment, considered 
what the effect would l>e? Personally I have not the remotest idea. I 
do not know whether it would mean that the Judges would be forced 
-to Jusal* the pleaders or whether it would leave mattexs just as they 
Wfre. Personally I am inclined to think that it would leave mattetra 
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as they W6i*e. It woiild leave the discretion to the J ud^es to hear the 
j^aders or not. I think, however, that it i'< more straijrl^tforward, if we 
do not wish the pleaders to come in as a matter of right, to say so 
definitely in the Act. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: May I put one question? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Please! 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: The Hon'ble Mr. Stephen- 

son was in charge of internment proceedings. At that time did he not 
find the lawyers very helpful? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order! I thought that you were going 
to ask a pertinent question. 

The amendment of Kumar Shih Slmkhareswar Ray w^s then juit and 
a division taken, with the following result : — 

AYES. 


Mdy, Babu Amuiya Dhon«. 

Ahmtd, Khan Bahadur Mautvl Watlmuddln. 
Atimad, Munthi Jafar. 

All, Mr. Syed Erfan. 

Ml, Munihl Amir. 

Banarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 

Barma, Ral iahib Panohanan. 

Baiu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Mauivf HafUar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhurl, Ral Harandranath. 

Chowdhury, Maulvl Faxial Karim 


I Da», Babu Bhithmadav. 

I Oat Cupta, Ral Bahadur Nibaran Chandra. 
; Outta, Babu indu Bhuthan. 

! Ohota, Ral Bahadur Jogandra Chundar. 

' Karim, Maulvl Faxlui. 

I Khan, Maulvl HamIdoUd-dIn. 

! Makramall, Munthl. 

I Mukharjl, Profatior I. C. 

Mukhopadhaya, Babu tarat Chandra. 

: Mutilok, Babu NIroda Bahary. 

; Ray, Kumar Ihib Shakharatarar. 

RithI, Babu Raiik Chandra. 


N0E8. 


Ahmad, Maulvl Axaharuddin. 

Ail, Mr. Syad Natlm. 

All, Munthl Ayub. 

Banarjaa, tha Han’bla Sir Surandra Nath. 
Banarjaa, Rai Bahadur MUnath Chandra. 
Birlay, Mr. L. 

Bata, Mr. S. M. 

Caray, Mr. W. L. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, tha Hon'bia tha Nawab Salyid 
Nawab Ail, Khan Bahadur. 

Choudhury, Khan Bahadur Mautvl 
Rahmatjan. 

Ciarka, Sir RaglnaM. 

Cohan, Mr. D. 4. 

Calvin, Mr. C. L. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Curria, Mr. W. C. 

Dat, Mr. S. R. 

Oaarf, MaJoT'Canaral B. H. 

Day, Mr. C. 0. 

OanaM, tha Hon'bia Mr. d. 

Donovan, Mr. i. T. 

Imartan, Mr. T. 

EarraatM', Mr. d. CampboH. 

Gaada, Mr. i. W. 


I Horntil, Mr. W. W. 

Nuntingtord, Mr. C. T. 

I damat, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. 

I Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

; Lang, Mr, d. 

Law, Raja Raahaa Cato. 

! Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
tha Hon'bia tha. 
i Marr, Mr. A. 

, MeAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

, Mlttar, tha Hon'bia Mr. P. C. 

I Mukharjaa, Babu Nitya Dhan. 

! Prantior, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahim, tha Hon'bia Sir Abd>ur*. 

Ray, Maharaja Bahadur Kthaunlih 
Chandra. 

i Roy, Mr. Bljaypraaad Singh. 

I Roy, Mr. a N. 

’ Ray, Mr. d. N. 

' Ray, Raja ManllaN Singh. 

Salam, Khan Bahaduf Mairtvf Abdua. 

; Sfcinnar, Mr. H. C. 

I Stephcnaan, tha Hon'bia Mr. H. L. 
Stuart WIlllamt, Mr. S. C. 

Vlllkrt, Mr. P. C. B. 


The Aye« being 24 and the Noeh 47, the motion was lost. 


[At this ^age (5 p.m.) Mr. Deputy-President took the Chair. 


30 a • 
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The motion standing in the name of Rai Harendranath Chaudhun 
wtiH then put and lost. 

Rai ilOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: In the absence of 
Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, I l)eg to move, with your per- 
misHion, the amendment whi<‘h stands in his name, viz. — 

That claiise h(2) (c) be omitted.” 

This clause runs: — 

” The advising eludges shall not be l)Ound to observe the rules of 
evidence and slmll not |)ermit the ]>utting of any question 
which may endanger the safety of any individual.” 

As regards the lattei paid, there may n(d ]>e much objeetion ; but 
the first jmrt is ab.solutely imlefensible. We hav(‘ b(‘^Mj told to-day 
that trial under the Bill is in»t to be a legal trial. Therefore jdeaders 
cannot e!igaged. Now, Sir, there are certain ehmunitary things 
which ought to be remeinber(‘d in this lonnection. 1 have written 
a note on this jMiiiit. It is as follows: — 

1'he (iooiida is after all a Juiman being having tin* rights of a 
British subject. You are aware that the British Halx'as (^njnis Act 
ajqdies to tin* citizens of Caleiitta. Ihe Goonda Ad will apply both 
to Knglislimen and to Indians. There are EnrojK*an goondas in 
('alcutta. Will any Englishman agree that there shall lie a ]K*nnanent 
law’ alu’ogating tli<» Ilalanis Corpus Act? T1i(‘ right to be tried openly 
in a court of justiet* was si'ciired by the Great ('liartei on th(‘ memorable 
15th of JuiK*, 1215. It declared against all tyrants that ” no free man 
shall be seiz(‘d or iinpri.soned or disjxissessed or outlawed or in any wav. 
brought to ruin; we will not go against any man nor send against him 
save by h'gal judgment 4)f his |>eers or by the law of the land. To no 
man will av(* demy justice.” To no man, says the sovereign of the 
British Empire, ” will we deny justice.” The Star ('hamber that waa 
estahlished, wliieh praeti(‘allv overrode tlie ('barter, wa.s abolished by the 
revolution in England. The defence of the realm in a time of war may for 
a time lead to extraordinary ]>rocedure for punishment and de|X>rtation. 
A few^ goondas in the town of (^alcutta are not such a menace to the 
State that for them the great principles of liWrty and justice should be 
‘ jc^ipardized. There are goondas in every city in Europe, and they are 
infinitelV mon' dangerous than the g(X)ndas of Calcutta. Before the 
bold feats of l‘iUro])eaJi goondas the arts of the Calcutta goonda are tame 
and cowardly. But nowhere have such drjtatic measures been employed. 
These are considered necessary in Calcutta on account of the supine- 
ne.ss of the |K>li<‘e. The Government l)efore the Reforms would not 
do this. The Reformed Council of the so-called representatives of the 
I^eople is required to do it. We should refuse to be parties to this pro- 
ce^re. ^This is practically giving the power to the police ^to deport any 
suajiecwod or. disagreeable person to be got rid of. Why, I ask, akonM 
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not an accu^d person be entitled to jn-oduee witnesses S' Why should 
^not be allowed to enp^e plea.Iers to proteet him uguinst is-rjuryF 
W y should he not l)e tried in 01^*11 court and allowed to cross-examine 
Witnesses. U by should not the rules of relevum y of evidence apply 
to him.^ Ihis IS denying to him the right of trial. This is denying t., 
him the right to justice. Sir, I know, and everyone here knows, that 
no man here is safe against lerjurers and forgereis that reign su|)rerae 
in the land. I know, and everylKsly knows to his own cost, that no 
family is safe, no character is safe, the honour of no man woman, 
however noble, is sale in this country. False evidence and rumours 
set about by main lous men hold the day. 'n.e most jaiwerful novel of 
modern Bengal, the “ I'ulli.samaj,” vividly describc.s the life tragedias 
of innocent men and pure women who,se characters are Uasted by false 
evidence. In this state of things, to hvive the honour and character 
of men in the custody of the jiolice officer and the imlice informer would 
he .suicidal. 1 know how even trials in courts of law lead to grave injiis, 
tice 111 a large number of ca.ses. But still there is some safety. Here 
there will he none, (ioondas are few in iiuiiiIku-. The u|>-couiitry 
gooiidas will soon go umlergiound. But our countrymen have, against 
the first intentions ot the (ioverniiient which only dealt with iiiecounlry 
men, brought in here Bengalis also within the meshes of Ihis drastic 
law— law it IS not— it is merely an unlawful desjsitic regulation. It will 
bring many innocent men to grief, J am sure. All .safeguards should 
be provided to a\onl the lH‘r|s-tration of grave injustice to our fellow- 
men, 1 therefore strongly recommend this Councii to reject the lawless 
procedure contained in this .section by rejecting it altogether. We 
shall refu.se to be dealt with other than ns British subjects with the * 
light to open trial and jiisliie enjoyed by British citir.ens in Hngland. 

1 ought to draw the attention of the Government to sei tion 4 !)| of 
the ('riminal I'roiediire Code, wliiili embodies the provisions of the' 
Ilalieas Corpus Act, that unless and until this Act is excluded from its 
oiieration, as the State I’risoneisi Act and other similar Acts and Hegulii- 
fions are siiecifically excludisl, the Act will have no effect. The Crimi- 
nal I’rocediire Code shall have first to ls> amended. 


The Hon’Ue Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I venture to think that 
Rai Jogendra Chunder Gliose Bahadur is a little late in the day. The 
impassioned sis-ei h which we have just heard from him ought surely 
to have been delivered in the Council Wore it decidisl to have this 
Bill at all. If these .Tudges are to be Imund by the rules of evidence, 
then the whole of the Bill will go by the hoard. The intention of tho 
House is, ns I understand it, to set up a special executive j.rocedure for 
dealing with these men. If. in this executive prmeilure, the presiding 
Judges are bound in every respect by the rules of evidence, by ordinary 
•judicial promnlure, then we might as' well leave things as they are. I, 
therefore, oppese the amendment. - 

The motion was then put and lost. 
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[At this stage the Hon’ble the President took the Chair.] 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: I move that 
at the end of clause h{4) the followiii;:'* be added, namely : — 

In case the two advising Judges do not agree in their conclusions, 
the Local Government may accept any one of them, as may 
apj)ear to be reasonable and fair.’* 

This is simply meant to sup)ply an omission. I do not think I need 
make any speech on the amendment. I do not find throughout the body 
of this Act any express provision for that emergency, namely, when the 
advising Judges disagrei\ When two conclusions conflict with each 
other, what is the Goverirment to do? It has got to do something; and 
so, 1 suggest that in the event of a disagreement between the iwo Judges, 
the loiral Goveniment may accej>t any one of thcmi, as may appt'ar to be 
reasonable and fair. My amendment simply supplies an omission. 
Those are eventualities which should be contemplated. 

Btbu NITYA DHON MUKH€RJEE: I rise to oi>iK>se the amend- 
ment. I do not think that a sjieciul pmvision is at all necessary. These 
Judges are merely advisory Judges and tb(‘y will send their resjK'ctive 
advice to Government, and Government will be bound to ai cejit one and 
reject the otlier in case of difference. The sum and substance of the 
whole judgment will be to put an end to the activities of the goondas. 
As the final decision rests with Government, it w'ill naturally accept the 
decision of that judge wdth the judgment of whom tln^y will agree. 
So this amendment is unnec'essary and .suiierfluous. 

Tho Hon*bl6 MTi H« L. STEPHENSONS I entirely agree with the 
mover of the amendment that if the two advising Judges disagree in their 
conclusions, Governn^eirt must accejd the one which ai)i)ears to them to 
be right and proi^r, but I agree with the last speaker that there is no 
ntH'essity to emi>ower Government to do so. The Judges are advisory, 
and the Government have got to {lass some order on the cases before 
them; they can adopt either of the .ludges’ conclusions that they like. 
As a matter of fact, in the case of the disagreeing Judges the proba- 
bility^ Ls strongly in favour of Government accepting the acquitting 
view. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I move that in clause 
6(t5), line 4, after the word “ Bengal ” the following be inserted, 
namely : — 

“ or that he is a member of a family which has definitely settled 
in Bengal and is himself so settled " 

and that for the words “ that he and his father were born in Bengal ” 
at the |nd of the said sub-clause, the words “ his claim ” be substi- 
tuted. 
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I liave made a little verbal change. This amendment is only to rectify 
wbat is apparently an oversight on the jHirt of Government ; for in the 
next clause, clause 0(c), a different provision is made in regard to a 
goonda whose family has definitely settled in Bengal, but hf>w is the 
Government to decide the question. Unless the Judges have examined 
the case and given a finding on it? It is therefore necessary that the 
Judges should be emjx>were(I to go info the question of tlie domicile ol 
the accused pt^rsons and come to a definite fiinding alnnit it. I h<>iH» the 
Hon’ble Mr. Stei)henson, who has betm so very kind to-day to accept some 
of my amendments, will be able to see his way to accept this amend- 
ment also. 

The Hofl’Me Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The difference' in wording 
between the two clauses was not altogether due to an x>versighl. The 
idea was that the Judges should go into the question wliether the man 
and his fatlier were horn in Bengal or not. ni(» ItM*al Government 
ought to have a slightly wider discretion, and in the case of the Judge.s 
deciding tliat a )>articuclar man liad not siiccHH'dc'd in proving that he as 
well as his father wc‘r<‘ l)orn in Bengal, it wcnild still he ojhoi to the local 
Government to find that he was settled in Bengal arnl treat hint as u 
Bengali. So thcoe is a justification for this diffcrencc‘ in wording. 
But theue is (‘oiisidciahle force in what the Kumar Suhih has said, tluit 
the Judges might consider themselves debarred from going into the 
question of domicile, or the uccuhcmI might le prtqudiced to a certain 
extent by not Inung allowed to raise the question of Inung s<*tt](‘d in 
Bengal l)efore the .ludges. I nra therefore prejxircyl to ac‘C4‘pt the 
‘amendment. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The fcdlowdng amendments standing in the name of Mr, Ajoy 
Chunder Diitt were, in the absence of the member, deemed to he with- 
drawn : — 

** That in clause 5(J), line 4, for the words * both he and his father 
were horn in Bengal ’ the following Ih' substituted, namely: — 

* that he has resided in Bengal for twenty years cm* more, or 
that he is a member of a family w hich has definiUdy 
settled in Bengal, and is himself so settled,’ ” 

“ That in clause 5(J), lines 7 and 8, the wwds ‘ or the District Ma- 
gistrate, as the case may be ' lie omitted.” 

” That in clause 5(J), lines 11 and 12, for the words ^ that he and 
his father were Imrn in Bengal ’ the following l>e substituted, 
namely : — 

‘ in accordance with the requirements of this 8ectio:i thjji 
* bis residence is in Bengal.* ** 
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Babu INDU BHUBHAN DUTTA: 1 move that after clause 6(6), 

the following bo added, namely: — 

(6‘) When the advising Judges disagree, the matter shall be 
referred to a High Court Judge (to be selected by the Chief 
Justice of the Iligh ('ourt ot Calcutta) for opinion, and his 
oi>iruon ^hall l)e regarded as the report or the conclusion 6f 
the advising Judges, as contemplated in section 6.’' 

ITiough I have not the goo<l fortune of basking in official favour 
like the Kumar Sahib to-day, still I have got the courage to bring for- 
ward this amendment. It is a very simple thing, and contemplates a 
circumstance wlien the t«'o advjsing Judges hapinm to differ. 1 think 
that fhe safeguard that I propose should l)e inserted. A reference should 
be made to a High Court Judge when ihere is a difference of opinion 
between the two Judges, and I think it will be wise in sucli cases to 
be guided by the opinion of a reference Judge. 

With these few words, Sir, 1 commend my amendment to the accept- 
ance of the House and (Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: It strikes me as a little 
Htrunge that lluhu Indu Bhushan Dutta, who lias just now declared that 
a iHWHon with tlie (jualifications of n High Court Judge is not fit to be 
one of the advising Judges, should iu>w turn to the High (’ourt Judge 
to 1 h‘ an arliitrator between two advising Judges. But my first ground 
of objection is that it is {Hufectly certain that the High (.\>urt W’ill not 
allow any Judge of theirs to he employ<Hl on this work. It is not 
judicial work, but extra-judicial work, and 1 think that I have the • 
higliest authority for saying that the Court would simply deiJine to 
allow any of its Judges to act in this way. Secondly, surely it is a little 
absurd, when you have alrt^dy got two exinuieiiced judicial ofHcers, to 
employ a most exiiensive third judicial officer in (‘ase of a disagreement 
between tlieni; because after all, what is the whole effec t of the decisioi^ 
of these advising Judges? They aiv only to advise the (lovernment. It 
does not matter if they disagree. If they do, we shall have the advantage 
of both sides being jnit before us. It is not like trying a man or inflicting 
a sentence of imprisonment, when yon must have only one view horn the 
Court. 1 think it will l>e exceedingly useful if the Judges put both 
views jM‘fore (iovernmeiil. When the (Government is in possession of 
the c'onsidered view.s of two judicial officei*s of exjierience, it is not 
necessary for us to ask the Chief Justice of the High Court to lend 08 
another Judge to help us to come to a decision. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 5, as amended, stand 
part ofihe Bill. 

"’I he motion was put and agreed to. 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: The question is that clause G stand part of the 
BiU. 


Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I mov^ that after clause 
6(/) (^>), the following he added, namely: — 

“ Provided that in the case of a |vrson who is a meniher of a family 
which has definitely settled within tlie Presidency aiea and 
who is himself so settled, such jHuson may, in the alterna- 
tive, be directed to furnish security ^vith or without sureties 
for good Indiaviour for 8u<di i>eriod and for such amotint as 
may be stated in the order, to the satisfaction' of the Com- 
missioner of Police or the District Magistrate. a.N the case 
may l>e, and for failure to give satisfactory security or on 
cancellation of such security bonds, such ihmsoii slmll fn* 
committc'd to prison for the jx^ricwi or the uru^xpircMl |K‘riod, 
as the case may be, the ini prison me fit )>eing rigoious or 
simple as the (’ommissioner of Police or the District Magis- 
trate may direct.” 

My amendment is meant for those gcKUidas who ar(‘ domiciled in tln^ 
Presidency area. It proposes to give them an option either to leave 
the plac(‘ or to givc^ two kinds of .s<‘curity for gocsl hehaviour and stay 
on with their families and try to reform themselves. The Sidcct (\>m- 
mittei' have taken into consideration the Bengali gisjinlas, hut iinfoi In- 
nately they have overlooked tlie case of the doniicih'd inliabitants oi whui 
they have termed the Presidency area. Sir, all along this (foondas 
Bill has been treated and discus.sed as a preventive nnaisiirc; and it has 
been urged that we are not derogating from the fundamental principles 
of British justice hy declaring that fhe ordinary jnoccdurc and the 
rules of evidence would not apply, as the cdiject of tlie Bill itself is not 
punitive, I agr<*e that it nut\ not cause a i)Ositive hardship, it may not 
be so harsh when the rioveriiiiient asks a non-Bengali to leave Bengal, for 
then he might go hack to his native place, and live the life of his 
forefathers. The same might also 1 m* fxissible in the case of tln^ Ihmgalis 
even who are not residents of the Presidency area. T admit lliat hy this 
removal from the field of temptations, hy going hack to tln*ir native 
villages, they might even turn over a new leaf, and the jirescncc* of their 
friends and relations, whose opinions they must value, would act as normal 
and natural checks on their follie^l and vicious tendencies. I cpiite 
appreciate the jxissible salutary effec-T on the cdiaracfer of the alleged 
goondas when they are sent off to their native jdaces. But, Sir, the 
effect of these provisions would be quite the opposite on the character 
ef thoae who Vppen to be residents of the Presidency aic^ti. If tb^ 
asked to move away from there, they cannot remain in their native 
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places and have got to go to strange lands and have to fend for them- 
selves in a land of strangers. The effect on their morals vrould be 
positively baneful, for there they have no friends and relatives to look 
after them. Further, the V(;ry fact of having been declared a goonda 
and sent away will make his new neighbours look dow^n on him. It 
would 1 h^ absolutely im|M>S8ible for him to secure any honest employment, 
the new^ssary 6ffec1t lH*ing that want and privations would drive him on 
to further crimes, and whatever sirarks of morality and humanity might 
be still lingering in him w’ould l)e extinguished. My amendment is 
intended to attempt at saving the.se human souls. Here, in the case 
of. a (’alciitta goonda, I .see that privations and want of symiwthy w^ould 
comjHd him to l(*ave the path of rectitude, however sincerely he might 
wish for his own reformat iori. Hence, Sii*, I ask the House to make 
8om<^ provision for tliese unfortunate creatures who (dioose to stay in 
(•alcuttu. Ivct them not be banished from tlieir native jdace. I sub- 
mit to the House that they should be Ixiund down and asked to furnish 
two setMirities, as under the ordinary pieventiv(‘ sections of the Fnmiiial 
Proct‘dure (!od(‘. It might be urged then, Sir, that as we have already 
found that the ju’ovisions of the Criminal rroc<*dure ('ode are not .suffi- 
cient for the pui'|X)se, it would not help the situation by having the 
goondas mendy liound down. Hut there is this difference. I’lidcr the 
(himinal Procedure Code there should lie a regular trial and witnesses 
can be examined and cro.s.s-examined, while under the (foondas Act we 
have no such thing. It makes the binding down of jKM)}>h‘ much easier, 
and the object of [>rot(‘cting society from the ravages of goondas can as 
well be attained. 

The Hon’ble the Member can also urge that a binding dtiw'n is a 
judicial function, amUthe (l(M)nda.s Bill is mainly intended to help an 
executive measure, (piite .so, Sir, but is not banishment of local j)eople 
vastly more jninitive tlian a mere' binding down? Does not the execu- 
tive, by thus transjKirting i)eople, Exercise a judicial function, no matter 
what name it might be plea.sed to give it? Sir, my jirojxml also is not 
really lenient to the delinquent; hut all that I intend to do, and all 
that 1 a.sk the House to do. is to let the alleged gtmnda have a chance 
to mend him.self, and not to throw him adrift on the unsymjmthetic 
world, and there either to die of starvation if he choost'^ to be honest, 
or to Immerse him.self in greater and greater crimes till his last refuge 
be the S('affold. Sir, T know I cannot hope to c.arry this amendment in 
the teeth of Government opjxysition. the fate of the other amendments is 
sufficiently (‘onvincing, but I api>eal to the Hon’ble the Mem])er in charge 
to consider the matter from a broad, humanitarian jmint of view’. Should 
we send a native of Calcutta to a .strange land amongst strangers to 
lead the life of a hunted criminal and hasten his doom, or should we 
not g^e him a chance to reform himself in his native place under the 
influence of his family, bound down as he is to be of good behaviour f 
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Th6 How’Wd Mft Hi Li STEPHENSON* I am muck^ toucked by 
tk© patketic picture of tke goonda atrug'jflinp to reform himself and 
being, driven to the gallows by an unsymiKitketi<' world, hut I am afraid 
tke unkind extremist i>ai)ers will say that the Kumar Sahib, after having 
done tke hat trick, has been so much elate^l by having three amend- 
ments accepted, that he has decided to make it four by pitching tke 
fourth amendment in an executive key. I am far from accusing the 
Kumar Sahib of wishing, by his amendment, to treat the goonda lenient- 
ly; on the contrary, in the Select (''ommittee we considered this pix)- 
posal which had Ihhmi submitted to us from one or two (luarters, and we 
came to the conclusion that it was not right to call upon a man to gi^ 
security with the alternative of rigorous imprisonment without giving 
him a trial. The root of the whole Bill is not ])unishment but pit'ven- 
tion, and to call ujx)n a man to give security to the satisfaction of the 
Couiniissioner of Police, is practically giving him rigorous imprison- 
ment, because no security in (\ilcutta is of any use at all as a preventive 
measure. As I <‘xpluined on previous occasions, suixu vision in (’ah utla 
is useless as a preventive measure to bring the goonda under control; 
we may tie him down to half-hourly re|w>rts at the thana, In^ will still 
have leisure in between to commit a robbery in Burraliazar. In the 
same Way the taking of security fnun pleaders or bonds from a guarantee 
association would Im* of very little use. 1 liave no doubt tlu' goondas 
would tbemselves form a guaranttn^ as.socaation, but that would not 
protect (\ilcutta against this evil. I therefore think that in tin* inter- 
ests of humanity, in spite of what the Kumar Sahih says, W(» ought to 
opjwse this amendment. 

Tlie motion w’us tlien i)ut and lost. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Rai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur was, in the absenco of tin* memlK-*r, deomed 
to be withdrawn : — 

** That at the end of clause 6(-^), the words ‘ without sufficient 
rea.sons ’ be added.’' 

The following amendment standing in the name of Rai Tanindralal 
Db Bahadur was, in the absence of the member, deemed to l)e with- 
drawn : — 

“ That after clause C, the following be added, namely : — 

* When the Local (Government are satisfied that a man 
against whom an order of dejxrrtation from Bengal 
or the Presidency area, as the case may be, has 
been made, is unable to pay the fare, railway, 
steamer or otherwise, incidental to his removal, 
they may bear this expenditure/ " 
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The following: ameiwiment standing in the name of Mr. Ajoy 
Chunder Dutt was, in the al)Henc*e of the member, deemed to ])e with- 
drawn : — 

“ That after clause G, the following be added, namely : — 

‘ Provided that in the event of the Tjocal (lovemment 
l)eing unable to accept the opinion of the advising 
Judges as embodied in their rejK>rt, they shall refer 
the matter in cjuestion to a Judge of the High 
(\>urt for opinion, and such oj)inion shall be bind- 
ing uj>on the Local (jovernment.’ ” 

• 

Mfi PRESIDENT: The (juestion is tliat clause G stand part of the 
Bill. 

The nuition was pul and agreed to. 


Ol.AUSK 7. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (piestion is that clause 7 stand ])ail of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Ol.AlJ.SE 8. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (juestion is that clause S stand part of the 

Bill. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I move that in clause 8, line 2, 
for the tigur(‘ “ 5” tike Ggure “ G ” 1 h» substituted. 

This amendment is merely to inculcate the jnincijde that a man is not 
to be regarded guilty until he has lK>en found so by a comivtent (’ourt. 
If this section is adopltnl as it is, il will nunin that a man, simply because 
he has Iuh'U hauled up by the indic'e, will have to undergo the humilia- 
tion of piesenting hims(df to lie photographed and having his finger 
imjiressions taken and such other things. This pnn'edure is to be 
adopted before the judgment is given by the (Tovernment that he is 
really a gimnda, and is. to 1 m» dealt Avith under this Act. I claim, at the 
hands of this (^)uncil, this consideration that a man, before he i.s actually 
found guilty under the Act, should not 1 h‘ supposed to V guilty, and 
should be given the benefit of the doubt, and befon^ he is actually 
ordered to be deixwted, he should not be actually put to these humilia- 
tions. 

The Hoft’Me Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON; I am very glad to be able 
to gite Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta a ray of sunshine bv accepting bia 
amondmept. But I am afi-aid the graciousness of this concession k 
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somewhat discounted by the fact that the figure 5 is a clerical mistake; 
it oOight to be 6. I thank him for having [Hiinted out this error, and am 
prepared to accejyt the amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Mr. A joy (Miunder 
Dutt was, in the absence of the memlH'r, deemed to be witlidraa n — 
** Tliat in clause 8, lines 8 and 4, the words ‘ or tln^ District Magis- 
trate, as the case may 1 m‘ ’ be omitted.” 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur; 1 mov(‘ that 

at the end of clause 8(//) the words “ in ca.se he is illiterate ” 1 k‘ add<*d. 

My amendment is owing to the circumstances that a man has to go 
through two ordemls, his fing(»r-impressions are to lx* taken-and also his 
handwriting recorded. Of course, scientifically both fin'ger-]>rints and 
hand-writing, as far a.s they serve the jnir|H)se of identification, are prac- 
tically on the same level ; so, if a man is illiterate, then his (inger-impres- 
sions can be taken, but if literate, 1 think, a specimen of his hand- 
writing would be (juite sufficient. So I submit that in claiist* H{il) 
the words “ in case ho is illiterate ” 1 m» added. 

The Hon’Me Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON : There seiuns to be some 
misunderstanding on the ]xirt of the mover of the amendment. The 
object of having finger-iuints recorded is that they are the most cer- 
tain means we have of identifying jicrsons; they are much mon* cer- 
tain than handwriting, and apart from that, if you only take hand- 
writing, there is nothing to prevent a goonda, wdien he turns up again, 
claiming to lx* illiterate, f’ingei -prints are alw'ays a certain m(*ans of 
ideiitiheation ; theridore wc must have them in every case; handwriting 
is a second con.^^ideration. I oj»jM»se the amendment. 

Tlie motion was then, hy leave of the Council, wilhdrawm. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Mr. Aj<>y Ch under 
Dutt was, in the absence of the member, deemed to la* withdrawn: — 

“ Tlmt in clause 8(/r), lines 2 and d, the words ‘ or the District 
Magistrate, as the ease may be ’ be omitted. 

Mft PRESIDENT; The cpiestion is that clause 8, as amended, stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Ch.AtTSE 9. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 9 stand p<irt of the 

Bill. - . 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I move that in clause 9,^ 
liDie2, for the word ‘‘passed” the word “made” be subftituied. 
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This is purely a verbal amendment made in order to bring the 
verbal expression of this section into line with the rest of the Bill. 

, The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 9, as amended, 
stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 10. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (jiiestion is that clause 10 stand i>art of the 
Bill. 

Rfti NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: I move that 
in clause 10(-^) for the word “ non-bailable '' the word bailable ” be 
substituted. 

1 find that the punishment provided under section 10 is only an 
imprisonnumt for a term of six months and clause (2) of section 10 
wants to make this offeiu’e non-hailahle. 1 think, before trial a man 
should not be put into durance Vile or Juipit for an offence of this des- 
cription, ami 1 do not see any reason why an offence punishable with 
im])risonm(‘nl of oidy six months, should be made non-bailable; so I 
hope tlie Ilon’ble the Memher in charge will reconsider the matter and 
maJce tliis oft‘ence bailabh‘, becaiiist^ the trial actually had not taken 
place, and the punishment provided is only a term of imprisonment 
for six months. If you look at the schedule of the (Viminal Procedure 
Code, you wdll fimlMhat most of the punishments of six months are 
bailable. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L, STEPHENSON: As the mover has |x>inted 
out, the (juestion whether an offence is bailable or non-bailable does not 
dejiend on the amount of punishment inflicted. The Bill provides in 
the first instance for a bailable warrant; therefore the man will be 
on bail before orders are |>assed. This j>articular section and section 9 
are dealing w ith the. case of a person against whom the order has been 
passml, or a case where he has been given Imil in the first instance 
but absconds in order to prevent the order l>eing served upon him, or 
after the onler lias been served upon him, he absconds in order to 
prevent his finger-impressions lieing taken. Surely these circum- 
stances do amply justify the offences under sections 9 and 10 being 
treated as nou-lmilable. This does not mean that bail cannot be given 
in the case of these offenct’^, but only that in the ordinary course of 
•jvlnts it will not lie given unless there 'are special reasons. 

The motion was then put and loet. 
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Ml"" PRESIDENT! The question is that elause 10 stand part- of the 

Bill. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that the preamble stand j>art 
of the Bill. 

The following amendment standing in the name of Mr. Ajoy Chunder 
Dutt was, in the absence o£ the memW, deemed to }>e withdrawn: — 
That in the preamble, liiu\s 2 and 3. for the words ‘ Calcutta ami 
the neigh lM)urho<Kl ’ the words ‘ the towm and suburbs ’ be 
substituted.” 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question is that the jireamble stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agns'd to. . 

Tho Hofi’ble Mr, H, L. STEPHENSON: I move that the Bill, as 
settled in (^)uncil, be jiossed. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: When the Bill was 
introduced W(* ('\jH‘ct<‘d that sufficient safeguards would 1 m‘ proviihal for 
in the Select rommiftee. T have already given you my n^asons why I 
consider tlie Bill as st*ttle<l here is unaceeptable. I liave told you liow the 
Habeas (\)rpus Act applies to the town of Calcutta. 1 want to know 
how that can he got rid of. Section 4fH of tho Criminal Proc(‘dure (^)de 
embodies the provisions of the Tlalx'as Csupus Act and ex- 
pressly (‘xcludes the Stale IVisoners Act, th(' Defeiieo of 
India Act, and other rc’gulations of the charac'ter of this Act 
which is going to lx* pas.sfxl. Cnless section BB of the Code is ametided, 
I am afraid that this Bill will have no force w’hatsoever; so thi.s matter, 
I believe, will ]>e fought over again in the ImjN*?-ial I^egislative Asseinhlv. 
Sir, I have told you that the rights and liberties of the most humble 
among us should 1 k‘ zealously guarded by us. (iwuidas or no goomlas, 
no extraordinary j>rovision against one’s jKTsonal lilsuty should be 
enacted here. I have told you, Sir, that the Sovereign of the British 
Empire has said that no man shall be imprisoned or seizixl without a 
fair and legal trial; we remain here with the rights and lilw^lies of the 
British citizen, and I say that T shall always protest again.st a man, 
he he a goonda or any other person, being deportwl and ruined for ever 
without a proix*r legal trial. Here we have enacted that a certain number 
of persona, be they District Judges ^r whoever they may be, will go 
through all the reports submitted by the police without any regard for 
idevant evidence, without allowing pleaders to represent the accused. 
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Any man can under the circumstances bo ruined. We know very weU 
h(rw false evidence is created in this (jountry; how private grudge is 
wreaked ujK)n innocent jiorsons. Knowing all this, I cannot agree that 
the Bill as settled here should be passed. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I am glad to have an oppor- 
tunity of list oiling to a second edition of the Rai Bahadur’s speech, 
some of which, owing to his seat being at a dist.ance, I had missed. 
Even in the somewhat ]K‘ssiniistic outlook he gave us there was one 
ray of hojK' for the future, and tliat w’as that the second struggle which 
he jiredicts, is going to take place in the Imperial Legislative Assembly. 
1 would again ask the (Council to pass this Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The <iuestion is that the Bill, as settled in 
Council, he [lassiHl. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The C/ouncil was then adjourned till 3 r.M. on Tluirsday, the 8tb 
Eebmary, 11)23, at the Tow'ii Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Lqgisletive Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The (Vmncil met in the Ooum il (Miamber in the Town Kivll. (‘alcntta, 
on Thursday, the 8th Kehniarv, 1928, nt 8 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President in the (Miair, three ]T(>n‘hIe MemlnTS 
of the Executive Council (the Ilon’hle Mr. J. Donald ixung absent), 
the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 88 nominated and eh‘cted members. 


Oath. 


The following meml>er made an oath of his allegiam'c to 
Crown : — 


Mr. W. L. Lest.ik. 


the 


President’s address. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): Order, 
order! A petition signed l)y 28 muta.ssal members addressed to His 
Excellency asking tliat Ills Excellency may lx* pleased to allow a br(*ak 
of fifteen days in the prestmt session Ix'tween the middle of Eeluuaiy 
and that of March, 1928, was phoxal before His Excellency. 

1 have it in command from His Kxcellen<‘V to say that he regicts he 
is unable to grant this reciuest. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Steam launch of Executive Engineer, Rajshabi Division. 

*XLI. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon hlo 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works he pleased 
to state — 

(i) whether a steam launch has l>een provided for the Executive 

Engineer, Rajshabi Division; 

(ii) if so, from when and for what sjx^cial reasons has this been 

provided ; 

(tit) what are the capital expenditure and the recurring mainte- 
nance’ charges annually for the same; 
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(ir) what other Executive Engineers and Superintending Engineers 
have got such steam launch provisions ; 

' (r) what are the capital and annual maintenance charges for the 

same ; 

(vi) what savings, if any, have been effected by this new arrange- 
ment ; and 

{rii) in what particulars have these savings been effected? 

MINISTER in Charge Of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur); 

(t) Yes, but it is also used by the Coininissioner of the llajsluihi Divi- 
sion and the Superintending Engineer, Northern Circle, and is avail- 
able for other offic4*rs for puiiH)ses of insjx*ction when not re(piired by 
the Public Works Department. 

(li) From 1st A])nl, 1922, mainly for ins|K*ctions of the river pro- 
tective works at Pahna and Sarda, and also for insixn ting works in the 
disti'icts in the Northern Cinde which border the liviT. 

(in) ('apital exj)endittire — Ks. 99, ‘100. Annual recuiring charges 
are abo\it Us. 14,500. 

{ir) Idle ofheers of the Eastern Circle hav(' a steam launch, the 
Vcrcijrine. 

( r) Ca])ital exi>enditure— Us. 42, *150. Annual average maintenance 
charge — Us. 14,000. 

{v\) and (r?j) It is not jiossible to estimate th(*se sa\ings in money. 
The launches are jirovided to facilitate ins)x*ctionH of vaiious works 
and to ensure a ready means of transit to jdaces wheie urgent inspec- 
tions ai(‘ necessary Jmth for Public Works Department olliceis and 
officers of other departnnuits. 


Primary Education in Pabna. 

•XLII. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Mjnister in cliarge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 
(0 how many primary schools exist in the {a) Sadar and {h) 
Sirajganj suklivisions, respectively, of the district of Pabna; 
{ii) how many of these are subsidized by the Pabna municipality, 
Sirajganj municipality and Pabna district board; 

(h’O what amount each municipality or district board contributed 
during the last financial year to such schools within their 
jurisdiction ; 

iiv) what amount the Government contributed during the last finan- 
cial year to each municipality or the district board of Pabna 
towards the maintenance of such schools wphin their juris- 
diction ; 
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(v) what amount was realized during the Ini^t financial year aa 
Bohool fees from siioh schools; 

(ri) what is ihe mini her of hoys and girls at jMesent attending such 
schools within and outside the municipal areas in the dis- 
trict of Pahna; 

(rti) what is the numl)er of 1m\vs asful girls of sclund-going age who 
are going without such education ; 

(nil) how many more siK'h schools would he luHessary in the dis- 
trict of I’ahna to give such education to all sinh hoys and 
girls; 

(w*) what would he the proha hie adilitional cost for estnhlishment 
and mainttuiunce of such additional schools; 

(j*) what steps, if any, have the Government taken (u- are the Gov- 
ernment going to take for the extension of ]»rimarv cilnca- 
tion for all such boys and girls who recfuiie such educatitui; 
and 

i.ri) what juoportion of tlie additional cost th(‘ Government would 
l>e prepared to hear to ni<M‘t the prcdihun of extension of 
jirimary education throughout the district 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tho 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (t) Numher of primary sclnsds in if/} Sadar 
subdivision— 4d() ; (/>) Sirajganj sulMlivision — 1,21H. 

(ti) Of the above schools, 10 are subsidized by th(» Pahna munici- 
pality, 19 by the Sirajganj municipality, and 1,295 by the Pahna distrii't 
board. 

(ill) Pahna municipality contributed Ps. 050, Sirajganj munini- 
pality Ps. <S50, and Pahna district hoard lis. 20,021. 

(n^) (Jovernmeni contributed Rs. ],d01 to ]5ibna municipality, 
Rs. 1,960 to Sirajganj municipulity, and Rs. Jt5,76S to Pahna district 
board (amounts actually sjient). 

■ (r) Fees realized w'ere Rs. 29,087. 

(vi) The numlier of hoys and girls attending primary schools within 
inunicii>al areas is 7,796 and 408, rcs|K*cfively, and in district IsKird 
areas 27,729 and 12,196, re.spectively. 

(rti) The numlier of boys and girls of school-going age not rm^eiv- 
ing education is 77,497 and 89,820, re.spectively. 

(riii) About 1,400 schools for boys and about 1,700 schools for girls 
will be necessary. The c-alculation is made on the l)asis of Mr. Hiss’ 
acheme of schools of 100 and 50 pupils. Having regard to the fact 
that communication is verj' difficult during the rains in this district, 
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there can be very few schools of 100 pupils. Most of the schools will 
be schools of 50 pupils on an average — 

Hoys’ schools of 100 pupils — 140. 

}h>ys’ schools of 50 pujhls^— 1,260. 

(i iris’ schools of 100 pupils — 100. 

(xirls’ Hch<M)ls of 50 pupils — 1*600. 

(ix) Probable recurring (maintenance) cost — Rs. 20,07,804. 

Probable non-recurring (building, equipment, etc.) cost — Rs. 55,21,461. 

(Th(‘ calculation is based on the instructions given by Mr. Hiss in 
his print^id rc|)ort of 1920 on the condition of primary education with 
])n)posuls for its systematic. exj)ansion and imju'ovement. Also ride 
paragraj)h 76 (in), I>age 27, of Mr. Hiss’ Rejwrt on Primary' Education. 
Tlie r(*cuning cost is calculated at Rs. 12 per boy ijcr annum for smaller 
schools. We have taken this as the basis of our calculation, as our 
schools will be mostly smaller ones. Again, mm-recurring expendi- 
ture is calculated at Rs. dJt j)ei boy (Rs. 30 for building and Rs. 3 
for e{iuipment). 

(.r) Attention is invited to the reports oi Mr. Hiss, recently Special 
(Hlicer f(U’ Primary JOducation. (TovernnuMit hojH', when finances }>er- 
mit, to expand primary (‘ducat ion on lim‘s laid down b\ him. As 
regal ds girls, no s|K‘cial scheme, other than the extension when possible 
of the jire.sent system, has yet been drawn up. 

Uri) (Government are in normal ca.ses a(h)pt.ing the half-and-half 
principle. 


Relief operations in flood-strioken areas In North Bengal. 

•XLIII. 8HAH-8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Ilon’ble 
ihe Memlx‘r in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state what Inis lieen the total amount of cxdlection by the 
Hengal Relief (’ommitlee up to the dlst Deeeml>er, 1922? 

(h) How mueh did the (Government contribute to this Committee, 
and* will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state in detail in what 
other ways the (lovernment helped the Committee? 

(c) What amounts did the Government spend on flood relief 
operations up to 31st IX'cember, 1922, independently of the Bengal 
Relief Committee? 

(d) How many centres and officers ore at present working directly 
under Government control in the flood-stricken area? What is the 
a' eilige monthly expenditure on (i) actual relief operations, and (u) 
pay and' travelling allowances of the officers employed ^or the purpose? 
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(e?) How long are tho relief operations by (*) the Bengal Relief 
Committee, and (li) the (joveniment ex|>ected to continue? 


MEMBER in Charge Of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the MaharajacBiiraja Bahadur of Burdwan); 

(a) Government have no information. 

(b) No money has Ihhui (‘ontribiited by Government to the Bengal 
Relief Committee. Government, however, help the ('ommittee, wlienever 
required, in the way of supphing boats, ammimmlation and informa- 
tion. 

(c) A statement is laid on the table. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 

(r) (i) Government have no information as to how long the Ibmgal 
Relief Committe<‘ will eontinue their relief ojKM’at ions. 

(ii) Th<‘ Coll(‘etor of Haj>hahi antiei|)ates that relied ojM^rations by 
Government will last in his district till Jun<% Tin* Collector of 

liogra re|K)it(‘d on tin' t?lst .laiinarv, lOtid, that ndit'f operations by 
Government, though practically at an (Oid, would be continued up to 
March next. In Pabiia and Dinajpur the situation i.s now practically 
normal. 


Stntvmfut rvfvrrcd to iv (he refdij to starred f/uc.dren ^’e. XIJII (c). 

Gratuitous Relief : Rajshahi — Us. 7,020; Bogra — R.<. S,000; Bubna 
—Rs.t 1,985. 

Charitable Relief: Rajshahi— Rs. 39,022; Bogra—Rs. 32,000; 
Pabna — Rs. 475. 

Agricultural Loans: Rajshahi — Rs. 2,49,9()5; Bogra — Rs. 2,*)H,Ot)0; 
Pabna— Rs. 23,300; Dinajpur— Rs. 5,000 (still under distribution). 


Statement referred to tn the reply to starred question .Vo. MJII o/). 

In the district of Raj.shahi l)e.si<les the two Sulxli visional Officeis, the 
bulk of whose tinu* is devoted to fl<K>d relief work, four officers are at 
present employed in four centres directly under Government control. 
In the Bogra district 15 officers have been so employed at 15 c.i*ntres. 
In Pabna only one officer is at present engaged in relief work, but he 
has no definite centre, nor is he solely employed on relief work. No 
special officer has Wn employed in the district of Dinajpur. 

The average monthly exi)enditure was — 

Rajshahi: (i) Actual relief oj>erations— Rs. 99,009; (ii) Pay ami 
travelling allowance of officers— Rs. 2,266. (This does not include the , 
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pay and travelling allowance of the Collector and the Subdivisional 
Officers.) 

Bo^ra : (i) Actual relief oi)eration8 — Rs. &9,333; (it) Pay and travel- 
liii|? allowance of officers — Rs. 2,358. 

Pabna: (i) Actual relief oi>erations — Rs. 820. 

As no officer was specially deputed for the purpose, the average 
monthly exj^enditure on account of pay and travelling allowance cannot 
be ascertained. 

Academio qualifications of the present Deputy Director of Sericulture. 

*XLIV. Babii KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ hie the Minister in chaige of the Department of Agriculture and 
Lulusliies l>e jdeased to state the academic (lualifications of the present 
Deputy Director of Sericulture? 

(h) Did that officer carry on any experiments on Indian Sericulture 
before his appointment? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister l>e pleased to lay the results 
of his exiK'riments on the table or refer the (\mucil to the volumes of 
the journals in which they have been published? 

(d) Is it a fact that the cross-breeding exjH'rinnmts earned on by 
the present Deputy Director of Sericulture in the Berlnunpore Research 
Laboratory before his ap])oint ment were proved to be a total failure? 

(c) What lune l>een tlie results of his researches and exi>eriments, 
if any, on Indian vSericulture since his apixiintment ? 

• 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab All Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): (a) Mr. P. Chaudhuri, Deputy Director of Seri- 
culture, has read ui> to the B.Sc. standard of an Indian University. He 
was sent to England as a State Scholar, where he obtained first class 
certificates in the (hty and Guilds liondon ^Examination on silk throw- 
ing, si>inning, and dyeing. He w'as next sent to France where he 
obtained tlie attestation diploma of the Silk Institute of Lyons. 

{!)) After, the death of M. Grangeon, Mr. C3iaudhuri "was placed in ' 
charge of the experiments in hybridization which MM. Grangeon and 
Lafont had commenced. 

{(') The member is referred to the Annual Reports of the Agricul- 
tural Deimrtment for the last five years. 

(d) The hybridization exi>eriment8 in Bengal, as in other countries, 
have so far not btM?n a success. The hybrids have proved too unstable in 
character, and too little is at present known of the complex laws of 
heredity which are involved in such work. The work is now being 
carried out on a^restricted scale. 



€) TUe hybridization work has not so far been successful and it 
necessai'y to obtain results. For thivS reason Mr. Chaudhuri’s work 
been of value. 

n addition to the hybridization work Mr. riiaiidhuri has lieeii associ- 
with the inquiries into the diseases of silk-worms and the aineliora- 
effect of rearing seed-emoon in the hills. 

Scheme for training nurses in the 8. K. Hospital, Mymensingh. 

XLV. Mr, 8, M. BOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minister in 
ge of the Department of liocal Self-Government aware of the need 
lurses in Mymensingh? 

b) Has the attention of the IToii’ble the Minister hiM*n dijnvn to 
uiggestion that a small class for training nurses might he startl'd 
r the supervision of the Matnm who has reeently been jip]>ointed? 

c) Are the (Toveriiinent considering the feasibility of the sugges- 
and (‘oiiti'inplaf iog the eaily preiKiration of a small si'henu" for train- 
nurses in the S. K. llosiiital in Mymensingh? 

IINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
ERNMENT ^the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (u) and 

Yes. 

•) A scheme is now before Government. 

Conviction of goondas. 

XLVI. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Will the 
ble the MeinlHU- in charge of the rolitieal Department be jdi'iiNed 
y on the table a statement showing for the lust fi\e years - 

{i) the numlier of goondas convicted by the Faleutla Police (’ourts; 
ii) how many of them are inhabitants of places outside this Presi- 
dency ; 

[1?) how many of them were domiciled or natives of this presidency ; 
and 

fr) what were the various punishments accorded to them? 

lEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hcn’ble 
H, Li Stephenson): (i) Number of goondas eonvii ted during the 
5 years:— 1911^12; 14; 1920—51; 1921—70 + 04* - DM; 

—52+51* = 103 (25 persons are under trial, viz., ll in dacoity and 
1 bad-livelihood cases). 

bflw flgar« TvpntAt the narob«r of ponoat proMcuiod by Um OoooHi Dcportiorat aimI oidorod to iarahS 
nndtr tb* prtToeti-re moUom of Um tow. 



47t) 


QUESTIONS. 


[8th Feb. 


( 7 V) and (in) Of the 64 perHons convicted in 1921 in cases prose- 
cuted by tlie Ooonda Depaidnient, 41 were inhaldtants of places outside 
Bengal and 2*4 were nativcH of, or domiciled in, Bengal, and of 51 per- 
sons (;onvi(;ied in such cases in 1922, Jlo were inhabitants of places out- 
side Bengal and 16 were natives of, or domiciled in, this Province. 

Nine jjcrsons were <;onvicted in cases of dacoity with fire-arms and 
of these 7 wore inhabitants of places outside Bengal and 2 were natives 
of this Province. 

Similar information cannot be furnished in resf)ect of the persons 
prosecuted ])y tin? regular stall without a detailed examination of a 
large number of records. 

(ir) The senteiH'es varied from four months to two years in robbery 
cases, three months to otio year under the i)reventive sections, and three 
to seven years in dacoity cases. 


Thana and village dispensaries. 

♦XLVIl. Babu JOCENDRA NATH ROY; Will the lion bk the 
Minist(‘r in chaige of tin* Department of Local S(df-tio\ eminent be pleased 
to state in Inyw many thanas and villages disjK*nsarie.s were opened dur- 
, ing the year 1022? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: In 1022, 61 new 
dispensaries were oiH*ned, \iz , 24 district board, 17 union boaid, 10 
])rivate aided, 7 private non-aided and 5 subsidized disj>ensaries. (}ov- 
ernment have no information as to how many of these are thana or 
village dispensaries, • 


Monopoly of tramway service in Calcutta. 

^XLVIII. Rai FANINDRALAL DE Bahadur: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

the ember in (diarge of the l)ej>artment of (\)mmer(‘e aware that the 
Calcutta Tramways Comj>any, limited, enjoy a monopoly service in 
Calcutta? 

{h) Is the llon’ble the M.ember aware of the fact that there was a 
bus service*)! the comjiany for the southern part of the city which had 
to be discontinued because it did not prove lucrative, and that some 
time before the present strike the company introduced a bus service foi 
the northern part of the city? 

(c) Is the flon’ble the Mem]>er aware that this bus service for the 
Mftrthern quarters was wholly discontinued immediately tafter the strike 
•ocMiTvd and that all the buses were diverted to the southern quarter? 



(d) Are the Government (‘onsiderin^ the desirability of intervening 
and insisting: on the eompany retaining: at least half (he number of buses 
for service in the northern part of the city? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, COMMERCE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. A. Marr); (a) Y es; in respect of tramways only. 

(h) ami (<•) The facts are believed to be as stated. 

(d) Motoi’ omnibuses are reg“ulated under the Motor Vehicles Itiiles 
and are not (lie monoj)oly of any company. As omnibus sei vices are 
still in the experimental stng'e, it is not <*on‘<idered m‘ce>sai;\ to reg:ulate 
the routes selected by pr(>prietors, provided the routes aie suitable foi 
such vehicles. 


Projects of the Sanitary Board. 

*XLIX. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will tho Hon ble the 

Minister in charg:e <jf the Departimmt of Local ScIf-(io\ ernniiuit be 
I)b*astMl to state uhich of the recommended pi’ojects of th(‘ Sanitary 
Hoard the (lovernment are contemplatin;^ cariving ont in ami 

what will })(* the apj)r()ximat<* cost in canning out such scloMues? 

The Hon’ble Sir CURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement is 
laid on t he table. 


Stntcmrni rf/errrd to in the reply to starred qnrslion Xo. A LLY. 
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1 10,000 

30,000 

20,000® 


(c) Humpiir Boalia 

i 10,000 



•a grant of H*. I0,U(W for Patuaklikli phIiI in I91.M :f3. 

Excavation of a tank in KishoreganJ in connection with 
the scheme of partition of Mymensingh. 

*L. Mr. S. M. BOSES in) Is the Hon’lde the Minister in charge ol 
the Department of l^ublic Works aware-^ 

(f) that the tank excavated near the Mission Douse in Kishoreg-anj, 
M>;mensingh, in connection with the proposed partitioiv ol 
the district, is far from co^fiipletiou ; 
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{ii) that it is very shallow so as to he unfit for use as a source ol 
water-supply for the hx^ality; and 

{Hi) that it is likely to heeorne a hrceding’-place for inosiiiiitoes? 

(b) Are the (iovernment considering the advisability of excavating 
this tank so as to make it sufficiently deep to stoic up water throughoui 
the y(!ar, and to prevent its being a source of danger to the health of the 
town? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUOHURI, 
Khan Bahadur* (i) Yes. The work was just begun when the Legislative 
Council refused to vote funds for its coiufiletion and hence it was 
stopped. 

{h) Yes. 

{in) Yes. 

{b) The sujiply of drinking water is primarily the ( oiicern of the 
district boai’d. 1'he (piestion of offering this tank (subject to any condi- 
tions that may Ixi fixed) to the dif>tri< t board is under tlu' consideration 
of Covernmeni. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Silting up of the Saraswati river and the insanitary condition 
of Saptagram in Hooghly. 

287. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: {a) lias the attention of 
the JTon’ble the Member in charge of the l)ei>urtment of Irrigation been 
drawn to the fact that Saptagram, and the adjoining villages in the 
district of Jlooghly, have now’^Humine jungles owing to the outbreak of 
malarial fever due to the silting up of the river Saraswati? 

(h) If so, will the Ilon'ble the Member be pleased to state what 
steps, if any, have been taken for the removal of the silt therefrom? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the^ Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan); (u) (Tovernment 
are informed that Sajitagrain is very malarious. 

{h) The matter is still under inquiry. 


Proportion of Muhammadans in the Bengal Civil Service 
(Executive Branch). 

288. Khan Bahadur Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: (a) WiU 

the bon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be 
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tnent to the Bengal Civil Service (Executive Branch) one-Uiird of the 
appointments should l)e given to the Muhammadans ? 

(fe) Will the Hon’ble the Member he pleased to lay on the table a 
jtatement showing the total number of apix)intments in tliat service, 
F'ear by year, for the last ten years and the number of Muhammadans 
appointed in each of those years? 

(c) What circumstances are taken into consideration in fixing the 
3roportion of the Muhammadans to the Bengal (^ivil St^rvice (Executive 
branch). 

♦ 

(d) Are the (lovernment pro|K>sing to increase the iirojiortion of 
jkluhammadans in recruitment to that service? 

MEMBER in oKarge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
ion’ble Mfi Ht Lt Stephenson): («) There is no such rid(‘, but (ioviun- 
iient have accei)ted this pro|)ortion as a guide in making diicct recruit- 
nent to that service. 

{h) A statement is laid on the table. 

(r) The pr()iK)rtion adopted was based on considerations of ]M)pula« 
ion, education, and general cajwcity for public service. 

(d) No; but under the new system of comj^etitive examination it 
s to Muhamniudans to increase the proi)ortion b\ their own efforts. 


ttatewpfit referred to in the reply to clause (h) of uustnrred f/urstion 
N((. showing the total number of appointments made in the 
Bengal Civil Service {Kcecu live) for the la t ten years, viz., from 
1912 to 1921, and the number of iMuharnmadana appouUed in each 


of those years. 

Tkar. 


Direct Ari’OiNTMBNTH. 

A I'l'OlNTMEM’S l»Y fHOMOl ION. 


Total 

UubatnioEdaut. 

TuUl, Muhamniiidaiia. 

1912 


9 

4 

3 

19:3 

... 

12 

6 

7 

1914 


7 

2 

3 1 

1916 


7 


5 

1916 

... 

7 

3 

8 1 

1917 


7 

3 

3 

1918 


8 

2 

4 

1919 


10 

3 

4 ] 

1920 


9 

3 

4 

1921 * 


9 

3 

4 
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Weaving industries in Bengal. 


[8th Peb. 


289. Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) U the Ilon ble 
the Mini.ster in (iharf^e of the Department of Agriculture and Indus- 
tries in a jiosition to lay on the table a statement showing, district by 

district, -T- 

(i) the number of weavers in Bengal; 

(ii) the districts and subdivisions in which the weaving industries 

are cari ied on on a large scale ; and 

(iii) how many district and |>eripatetic weaving schools are there 
* in Bengal and in which areas are they oi)erating? 

(h) Is the Ilon’ble the Minister in a iK)sition to give detailed 
information regarding the steps that were taken since the close of the 
year 19iil for the extension of j>eripatetic demonstration of weaving? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur; (a) (i) and (u) Statements are laid on the table. 

(in) At jnesent ther(‘ are six district and eight ix*rijKitetic weaving 
8ch(M)ls in Bengal. They are oixuating in districts as under: — 


Distnct weaving schools. 


Nmne iif a.’liool. 

Tan gall weaving school 
Bankura weaving school 
Malda weaving school 
rabna weaving school 
Zcyrw'urganj weaving school 
Begumganj weaving school 


niitiii'i of (ijn'ratioiis 

. Mymensingh. 

. Bankura. 

. Malda. 

. Pabna. 

. Chittagong. 

. Noakhali. 


Peripatetic weaving schools. 


Nktiio of itoUoul. 

Bankura |K‘rii>atetic wcuiving school 
Tangail iK*ripatetic weaving school 
Malda ix'iipatetic weaving school 
Pabna jx'ripatetic weaving school 
SeramiKire ix'wixit^‘tic w^eaviug school 
Khulna iKM’iixitetic weaving schmd 
Dacca ]xuii>atetic weaving school 
Birbhum jieriixitetic weaving school 


* I’luce of o|)ert.tk>n. 

(Thatna. 

Miledanga. 

Shershai. 

Pachlia. 

Krislinagar (Nadia). 
Fultola. 

Dighirjmr. 

Suri. 


(b) A perijnUetic weaving school was actually ojyened in Birbhum 
on the 28th April, 1922, and the number of students under instruction 

1 



eacn oi iue |ieripun?ui; .sciiuuis, exrepiiiig uirfuium, nas iHftia iui.ix'«»vu 
from five to ten. In Au^^ust, 1922, the ix)sls of two weaving demon- 
etrators on Rs. 100 — 5 — ^200 each and three assistants on Rs. 35 each, 
have been sanctioned to meet the public demand for demonstration in 
improved fly-shuttle loom weaving. These liave Ihhui working in areas 
wherever there has l>een a demand, thus to some extent meeting the 
requirements of the public. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause {a) (?) of unstarred question 
No. 289y showing, district hy district, the number of wearers 
in Bengal, 

Burdwan Division — 


Burdwan 

... *8,886 

Birblium 

...* 7,294 

Baiikura 

... 12,993 

Midnai>ore 

... 46,999 

Hooghly 

.. 22,044 

llowrali 

... 12,214 


Presidency Division 
24-Parganas 
(''alcuUa 
Nadia 

Murshidabad 

Jessore 

Khulna 

Rajshahi Division 
Rajshahi 
Dinajpur 
.Talpaiguri 
Darjeeling 
Rangpur 
Bogra 
Pabna 
Malda 

Dacca Division — 
Dacca 

Mymensingh 

Faridpur 

Bakarg^j 


24,517 

9,197 

27,137 

7,146 


7,777 
... 3,398 

... 3,808 

2G0 

... 4,510 

... 3,109 

... 7,956 

6,439 
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Chittagong Division — 


Tippera 

657 

Noakhali 

471 

Chittagong 

... 1,449 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 

46 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (it) of unstarred questio 

No. 289 f showing the districts and subdivisions in which the 

weaving industries 

are carried on on a large scale. 

Burdwan Division — 

Bankura 

. Sadar and Vishnupur. 

Birbhum 

. Sadar and Hampurhat. 

Midnajwre 

. Sadar and Ghatal. 

Burdwan 

. Sadar. 

Kooghly 

. Seram ]K)re. 

Howrah 

. Sadar and Uluberia. 

Prosidoncy Division — 

Murshidabad 

. Sadar. 

Nadia 

Ranaghat, Meherpur. 

24-Parganas 

. Baraset. 

Khulna 

. Satkhira. 

Tessore 

. Sadar. 

Dacca Division — 

Dacca ^ .. 

. Sadar, Munshiganj, Narayanganj 
and Manikganj. 

Mymcnsingh 

. Tangnil and Ki.shoreganj. 

Faridpur 

. (loaluMdo, Madaripur and Gopalganj. 

Bakargan j 

. Sadar, Patuakhali and Pirojpur. 

Chittagong Divi.sion — 

Chittagong 

. Sadar and Cox’s Bazar. 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 

Rangamati and Chandrakona. 

Tippera 

. Sadar and Brahman baria. 

Noakhali 

. Sadar and Feni. 

Bajshahi Division — 

Ttajshahi 

. Sadar and Naogaon. 

Pabna 

. Sadar and Sirajganj, 

Malda 

. Sadar. 



uamn omtivaciofi in sengu. 


290. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Miuister in ( Iiarge of the Dejxirtment of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state — 

(/) whether it is a fact that even in 1893-94 the area under cotton 
under the Bengal Administration was 5J0l,280 acres; and 

(ii) what is the area under cotton at present within the same 
territorial limits? 

(b) If the areas have decreased to any great extent now, will the 
Hon’ble the Minister be pletised t6 state the causes which are in the 
knowledge of Governnient which have led t(> the decrease? 

(c) What steps, if any, are the Government taking to increase the 
area under, and output of, cotton ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) (i) and The area of cotton in Bengal, Biliar, 
Orissa and Chota Nagpur was 201,200 a< res in 1893-94. The aiea of 
cotton in the tract which at present constitutes Bengal was 2T,200 acres 
in 1893-94. the area to-day Iwing 54,433 acres. The entire incnavse hiis 
taken place in the Ohittagong Ilill Tiacts, nearly all other disiricls 
showing a decrease. 

{h) The causes ar<' in all probability purely e(*ononnc, viz., the 
comiK*tition of othei more paying croi)s, such as jute. 

(c) No steps to increase the area under cotton can Im‘ taken unless, 
and until, the ex]>eiiments now in progress indicate that it would Iw 
economically sound iH)lic> to encourage cotton cultivation in Bengal. 
It would l)e unwise to attempt to jH^rsuade the cultivatcu to grow cotton 
instead of other crops unless it can be demonstrated that it would ])ay 
him better to do so. A i»rojmganda policy not based on successful 
experiment would be inadvisable. 


RIatform and waiting room at Faridpur railway station and branch 
train corresponding to Chittagong mail. 

291. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS: (a) Is the TTon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of J’ublic Works aware — 

(i) that there is no raised platform and no suitable waiting room 
at the Faridpur railway station ; and 
(it) that the passengers travelling by the Chittagong mail train 
to Faridpur have to suffer inconvenience as there is no 
corresponding train for the Faridpur branch? 
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{h) Are the Government coneiflering the desirability of drawing tli0 
attention of the Eastern Bengal Railway authorities to the above 
grievances ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURIi 
Khan. Bahadur ■ («) (?) Goveniment are aware that there is no raised 
platform. Tliere is, however, a tliatched shed to serve the purjx)ses of 
a waiting room. 

(ii) Yes. The brunch trains are run by one rake of stock, and it 
is not possible for that rake to connect with both the up and down mails. 

(/)) The attention of the Railway authorities has been drawn to this 
complaint, but they are not in a |X)sition to remove it owing to scarcity 
of funds and tlie necessity for e<;ononiy. 


Survey of the waterway from Sandiaghat to Talma via ” Bhanga. 

292. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS; (./) Is the Tlon’blc the Member 
in charg(‘ of the Ih'partnnoit of Irrigation aware that a siirve\ has lieen 
mad(^ of (he waltoway from the Sandiaghat steamer statio!! t(^ Talma 
rta BhiHiga in Farid pur. 

(/j) Will th(‘ Ilon’ble tin* Membei- be pl(*ased to stat(‘ i1h‘ pui{>oses 
for which the said survey ha.s betui made? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (</) No survey has over Ixmui (‘arried out by tTo^ernment. 

(/>) This ({uestion d(K‘s not arise. 


Financial assistance tb Patrasayar High School in Bankura. 

293. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT; Will the Hon bh the Minister 
in charge of tlie Ih'partment of Education be pleased to state — 

(?) wdielher any provision ivill be made in the next budget for 
giving any fimUH'ial assistance to the high school at Patra- 
sayar, Vishnupur subdivision, district Bankura; and 
(u) if so, what will be the amount to be sanctioned in this 
• connection ? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: ( 0 Provision in the Education 
Budget is not made for jxirticular institutions, but lump allotments are 
provided and placed at tlie dis|K)sal of the Divisional Inspectors of Schools 
who aie authorized to sanction grants to deserving schools. The case 
of this school has l>een brought to the notice of the Inspector of Schools, 



Burdwan Division, for ronsideration along with the cases of other 
schools requiring grants. 

(li) The question does not arise. 


Transfers and postings of Jtidiotal offloers. 

294. Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER GH08E Bahadur: {a) Is the 

Ilon’hle the Meniher in charge of tlie Juilieial Department aware that 
officers of the Bengal (’ivil Service (Judiciah are jnif to difficulties if 
transferred during the Durga I’uja \a<*ation8 and Ea.stei holidays as their 
sch(K)l>going hoys have to leave .hcIkm)! w'ith their guardians Ih'fore the 
[Uinual examinations (in tlie case of Puja transfers) which are' held in 
Decemher and Ix'fore tlie examinations ludd in tlie middle of tlie year 
(in tlie case of Easter transfers)? 

(h) Are the (ioveininent considering' the desiral)ili(\ of introducing 
a n(‘W rule of tiansfer during the Xmas Indidays and of inviting the 
opinioTis of the IloiThle the High ('ourt and of all the Sul>ort]inat(* ('ourts 
and of the Bengal (hvil Service (Judicial) on the subject? 

{(') Is the Ilon'hh' the >femher aware that the ])osting to native 
listnets or subdivisions is d(‘sired by officers for the education of their 
L'hildren and other advantages and in cases of ill-health? 

{(I) Are the ( ritvei ninent considering the desirability of relaxing the 
rule of not is'sting them to their native* districts in exceptional cas(‘s ? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Jir AbcLur-Rahifll) • (ti) and (/A The memlxu* is refcTriMl to the reply 
given to Mauhi A. K. Kazl-ul Haij’s (|uestion No. XXXIV at the meet- 
ing of the Bengal Iiegislati\e (’ouncil held in March, 1918. 

(r) In some cases apjdications are received from officers who dc^sire 
() he i)oste<l to their home districts or subdivisions. Eaidi ajiidication 
s considered on its merits. 

i(J) Officers are not jxisted to their home districts, except for special 
"oasons, and as the landed projierty of officers is, as a rule, in their 
lome districts to (hat <‘xtent this fact is taken into consideration in the 
[K)sting of offi(“er8. 


Reclamation of bile of Pabna and Tippora. 

295. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQi Will the Hoidhle the Ministei 
u charge of the Deimrtnient of Em-al Self-tiovernment he pleased to 
date — 

(f) the names of the bils within the Sadar and Sirajganj subdivi- 
sions, resj>ectively, of the district of Pabna and within the 
district of Tippera; and 
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(ii) which of these bils have been drained under the Ben^ral Agri- 
cultural and Sanitary Improvements Act, 1920, and which 
of these bils is it proposed to drain under that Act? 

The Hofi’hleSir 8URENDRA NATH BANERilEA: (i) Government 

have no information. 

(ii) So far as Government are aware, none of these bils has been 
reclaimed. 

Under Act VI of 1920, the district board should initiate major schemes 
of this kind. 


Phthisis patients. 

296. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon Ide the 

Minister in churge of the Department of l^ocal Self-Government be 
jileased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(/) the number of d4*aths from phthisis in the Pabna and othei 
districts of Bengal in each of the last fi\e years; and 

{ii) what accommodation is there in the hospitals of the Pabna 
district for jdilhisis j)atients? 

The H<m*ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (/) A statement 
showing tin* mortality from phthisis during the years 1921 and 1922 is 
jdaced on the Library table. The figures for the ]>revious years are 
not available. 

iii) I'here is accomnnhlation for four phthisis patients in the Pabna 
Sadar l!(^spitaL No other ho.s]>ital in the district has accommodation 
for phthisis cases. * 


Settlement operations in Pabna. 

297:, SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the Mem- 
her in charge of the Deimrtment of Kevenue (Land Revenue) l)e pleased 
to state whether the Goveirnmeiit are considering the desirability of stop- 
ping, for this year, the settlement oj>erations in the police-stations of 
Tarash and Ullajiara, in the Sirajganj subdivision of the Pabna district, 
in conseciuence of the damage done by the recent floods within these 
I)olice-stations? 

The llon’Me the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWANsThe answer is in the negative. 



Admissiofi of studeirts from Pibna and Tippera distriots into medical 
colleges in Caloiftta. 

298. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon hie the 

Minister in charjiir^* the Department of LcK’al Self-doveniinent be 
pleased to la}’ on the table a statement showing — 

(0 the niiml)er of students from the Tip|>era district who applied 
for admission into the Calcutta Medi(*al Colh^ge ami the 
(^armichael Medical College, re8|>ectively, in the years from 
1918 to 1922; 

(j?) the number of students from the Pabna district who applied 
for admission into these colleges, resiHutivcly, in the years 
1918 and 1919; 

(ili) what were their academical (jualifications ; 

(iv) what number from those two districts were actually admitted 
in each of those years; and 

(vi) the iiuiuIhm' of stmhuits fiom those districts who wen* seb'ctcd 
but who (lid not join ? 

The Hofi’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERilEA: A statenumt is 
laid on the library table. 


Subscription raised in Pabna for reception of His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales. 

299. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the lloirble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department Ik^ pleas(‘d to state 
whether it is a fact that Ihibu dhunilal Mukerjee, Sadar Subdi visional 
Officer of Pabna, issued instructions to all the chaukidars, dafadars and 
panchayats of his subdivision that on tlie raising of the subscrijdion for 
the reception of His Royal Highm'Ns the Prince of Wales dejwouls their 
future prospects? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the authority under which this order was 
issued ? 

(c) Will the ITon’ble the Memlier be pleased to lay a copy of the 
circular or order on the table ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Government have no 
information. 

(b) and (c)*Do not arise. 
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Non-oo-operatiofi movamant in Pabmu 


[8th Feb. 


300. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state the 
present condition of the non-co-oj)eration movement in the — 

(?) Pabna Sadar, and 
(n) Sirajganj subdivisions, 

respectively ? 

(/;) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state how many 
persons in the district of Pabna have given up their — 

(i) titles, 

(7?) ap]K)intmentH, and 
(lii) honorary offices, 

in conseciiience of the said movement? 

(r) Will the TIon’ble the Meml>er be pleaserl to state whether there 
has In^en any difficulty in realizing the chaukidari dues in the-^ 

(7) Sadar, and 
(77) Sirajganj 

subdivisions of the Pabna distinct? 

(fJ) If the answer to (r) above is-in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
the AfembcM- be [deased to state the names of the places where there has 
Is'cn trouble? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (n) ( 7 ) and (n) Inactive. 
(//) (i) None. 

(li) Three. 

*\iu) Two, 

((') and {(I) Ther<* has lieen some difficulty in recovering the chauki- 
dnri tax in the Sadar subdivision, biU there is little at present. Govern- 
ment do not consider that any useful pur|>ose will he serv’ed by enumerat- 
ing the places where there has l>een difficulty. 

Expenses of boat Hire for service of processes of civil courts within 
the municipal veas of Pabnw-Bogra. 

301. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the amount realized and the amount actually 
spent annually, for the last five years in the district of Pabna-Bogra 
ti? meet the exj^enses of boat hire, for service of processes of the civil 
courts? 



(h) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that within the muiiioii)al 
irea of the Pabna-Bogra district, boats are not required for sendee of 
)rocesses ? 

(c) If the answer to {b) alK)ve is in the affirmative, why are bout 
lires realized for service of prot'esses within the inunicdpal aivas of the 
[*abna-Bogra district ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) A statement is laid on the 
:al)le. The figures for the years 1918 and 1919 are not available. 

(b) and (r) Within the municipal area of Pabna, Sadar and Hogru, 
loats are not re(iuired for service of processes but within the greater 
portion of the miiniciixil area of Sirajgaiij, boats are indisiHUi.sably 
leces.sary for the said pur[X)se. 

Boat hiie for the service of pr(K‘esses is realized in accordanct' with 
he schedule annexe<I to rule 7, chapter V, page 149 of the High ('ourt’s 
ieneral Rules and ('ircular Orders, Volume I, Oivil. 


'itaiempnt referred ta in the reply tit clause (u) af nnsiarred (jnestum 
No. SOI, showing the amount realized and the amount uctuaUy spent, 
annuallu, for the last three years {1920—1922) iti the. districts of 
Pahna 'ind Pngra to meet the expenses of boat hire, for serrice of 
processes of the ciril courts. 


Year. 

1920 

1921 

1922 


Amount reHlUml. 

Hh. a. p. 
7,07f. 11 0 
5,()68 9 0 
5,088 9 0 


Ariiouiil itPtunUy 

Kh. a. P. 
0,947 0 0 
4,149 0 0 
8,655 0 0 


Total 17,828 1.3 0 


11,751 0 0 


Alleged boycott of noivEngiisb cars in Calcutta. 

302. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the HonTde the 
MemWr in charge of the Police Department b(‘ ph‘ased to state 
a^hether it is a fact that the Public Motor Vehicles Department at 
Fenwick Bazar, Calcutta, have started a campaign against cars which 
ire not of English make? 

(b) Is the Ilon’hle the Member aware that the tendency to boycott 
non-English cars has caused and will cause much loss to taxi-ownots 
who are already plying cars other than those of English make? 
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(c) Is it a fact that these cars are being disallowed for no other 
reason than their being not of English make ? 

(d) If not, what is the reason for this? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hofi’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson) ; (a) It is not a fact. 

(/j) There is no such tendency. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Honorary magistrates of Pabna. 

303. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in (charge of the Judicial J)ei>artment be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(?) the names and the educational and other qualifications and 
occupjitions of all the honorai'y magistrates of the Pabna 
district; and 

(iV) a list of those honorary niagistrates in the Pabna district who 
have bwn invested with single sitting ]H>wers? 

The Hon’Me Sir ABD-UR^RAHIM: A statement is laid on the 
Library table. 

Constniotion of culverts and waterways in roads and railways in 
North Bengal. 

304. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the ITon’ble the 
Meml>er in charge of the l)tq>artment of Imgation be ]>lease(l to state 
wj^ther the (lovernment ^are considering the desirability of taking steps 
to have a sufficient number of culverts and waterways constructed in the 
roads and railways in North Bengal l)efore the next ruins set in? 

The Hon’Me the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (Government have apiK>inted a Committee to go into 
this question, but it is unlikely that a decision will l)e arrived at till 
Noveirtl)er nest. 


Cholera and malaria in Pabna. 

305. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Dejxirtment of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state— 

(t) what has been the number of deaths from cholera and malaria, 
respectively, in the different subdivisions of the district of 



Pahna in the years 1918, 1919, 1920, and 1921, thana by 
tiiana ; 

(ii) what amingemeiits have been made by Government to supply 
good drinking water in the areas iKirtieulurly aft’tH;te<l with 
cholera ; 

(til) 'whether the Government have any statistics to show what 
jxirts of Pahna are considered as highly malarious; and 
(iv) has there been any anti-malarial project worked up for those 
parts? 

(h) If the answer to (n) (/r) is in the negative, will the Hon’hle 
the Minister W pleased to state when such a proje< t is likely ti> he 
taken in hand ? 

(c) AVill the llon’hle the Minister l>e pleast*d to state \^hether It is 
in the contemplation of Government to get the malarious tract in the 
district of Pahna sur^e\ed by the Sanitary (V)mmissiouer at an eai4y 
date ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (n) (i) The 

member is referred to tlu‘ statistics which aj)|HMir in the Public llcuilth 
Reports of the Director of Public Health. Deatlis from malaria are 
not re(‘(>rded sejKirat(*ly hut are shown under “ hevcu*.’’ Suhdivisional 
figures are not availalile. 

(//) The local laxlies concerned are resjKinsihle for taking measures 
for the sujiply of good drinking water. 

(///) No. 

(tv) Government have no information. 

“ (b) It is not iHissihle for Government to su\ when such a [>roj(‘ct 

is likely to he taken in hand. 

(r) No staff is available for this work at present. 


Facilities to patients for anti-rabio treatment 

306. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; Will the Hon’hle the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-tiovernment be 
deased to state — 

(i) what facilities are given or concessions made by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal to patients who desire to i>roceed to the 
Pasteur Institutes at Shillong and Kasauli, resf^ectively ; and 
(n) what is the procedure necessary to enable patients to obtain 
ihes^ concessions or facilities? 
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Qv^mom. 


[8th Feb. 


The Hon’Me Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Copies of the 
memorancJa of information for the guidance of patients proceeding for 
anti-rabic treatment to the Pasteur Institutes at Shillong and Kasauli 
are laid on the liibrary table. 


Culverts and bridges on PabnaFlshurdi road. 

307. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Deixirtment of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(i) what is the nunil)er of culverts and bridges on the Pabna- 
Ishurdi road maintained by the district board of Pabna; 
(li) whether it is a fact that three bridges and (*ul verts have been 
closed by Ihe Pabna distri(*t board on the said road; and 

(n?) whether it is a fact owing to the closing of these three culverts, 
the water on both sides of these closed culverts, finding no 
outlets there, has accumulated and are stagnating 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
Pabna district board to take early steps to reoiKUi these culverts or t(j 
provide other adecjuate means for outlets of water at the jdaces y 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Govern- 
ment have no information. 

(It) The. obligation to provide proiKu* wuiterways in district board 
roads lies on the local body and Government are not at j)resent in a 
IHWiition to formulate direidions to district boards. 


Pabna District Flood Relief Committee. 

308. SHAH SYED EMDADUL* HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Memla^r in charge of the Department of llevenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state — 

(i) wdiat amount has been collected up to date by the Pabna 
District Relief (\mimittee which was formed on the 12th 
Octol>er, 1922, at a public meeting held in the town hall 
under the presidency of Mr. H. Quinton, i.r.s., the District 
Magistrate, to raise funds for relieving the distress of the 
l^eople of the flood-stricken area ; 

(it) how many centres are wwking under this Committee and how 
many officials and non-officials are engaged in relief work 
in Pabna district ; 
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how lonjf is the work of this (\)iiimittee to continue; and 

(iv) how much has been contributed to this ('onimittee by (a) Gov- 
ernment, {!)) district board of Pabna, (c) munici[)alities of 
l^ibna and Sirajpanj, (d) zainindurs of the district, and 
((') other public bodies of Pabna? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) {i) A sum of Rs. 3,04() has been collected up to 
date by the J^ibna District Relief Committee. 

(//) There is at present only one centre at Sitlai under the (Com- 
mittee and one non-oflicial and one official are en^uj^ed in the relief 
work. 

(///) The ('ommittee have sj)ent approximately the following amounts 
for the pill poses noted below: — 

Distribution of ri(H' — Rs. 521. 

Distribution of cloth — Rs, 98. 

Distribution of fodder — Rs. 729. 

Dist libution of medicine — Rs. 216. 

Distnliutioii of charkn — Rs. 50. 

A<ii iciiltuial e.\{W'nditure — Rs. 250. 

House rebuilding — Rs. 300. 

Mise(dlaU{‘ous exjienditure — Rs. 74. 

• Distribution in eusb — Rs. 5. 

Boat hire and cost of diet and travelling allowance of workers — 
Rs. 127. 

7’be Collector rei>orts that the relief work of tlie Committu? will be 
continued so long as there is necessity for it and so long as funds permit. 

(/e) (u), (5), (c) and (r) Nil; (d) Rs. 1,200 ajiproximately. 


Sooroity of drinking water in Piril>na. 

309. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in ( harge of the Department of Lotuil Self-Government aware 
that there is great scarcity of good drinking water in the district of 
Pa bn a ? 

(h) Was the attention of the Hou’ble the Minister drawn to this 
fact during the la.st dry season in regard to the interior villages of 
the Sadar and Sirajganj subdivisions? 

(c) Whaf steps, if any, are the Government taking to remedy -(his? 
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QtTESTIONS. 


[Sth Feb. 


The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The rural 
water-supply is inadecjuate in many districts in the hot weather. Gov- 
ernment have no sj)e(ial information regarding Pabna. 

(b) Water-supply is a primary duty of local authorities. The 
general question of rural water-supply will be considered at a Confer- 
ence to be called by the Minister in March. 


Pabfia-Mathura and Khalishpur-Satbaria roads. 

310. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of I^ocal Self- 
Government been drawn to the deplorable condition of the Pabna- 
Mtithura road and the Khalishpur-Satbaria road via Sujanagar in the 
distri(!t of Pabna ? 

(b) Ts the Ilon’ble the Minister aware of the inconvenience caused 
thereby to the i>assengers and to traffic es])ecially in the rainy season? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
immediate stei>s to metal the roads referred to in (a) above? 

(d) Are the Government aware that ix'titions have* In^en made more 
than once to the district board of Pabna to better the (‘ondition of the 
roads ? 

The Hcm’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (a) and (b) 

The answer is in the negative. 

(c) The local bodies conc'erned are resjK:)nsible for the maintenance 
of these roads and Government do not propose to take any action. 

(d) No. 


Sanitary drainage schemee of Noakhali, Pabna and Tippera. 

311. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hou’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the names and description of the schemes which have been 

drawn up by the district boards of Noakhali, Pabna and 
Tipj)era in accordance with the Bengal Agricultural and Sani- 
tary Improvement Act; 

(ii) the probable costs of each of the schemes; 

(iVi) when is each of the.se schemes likely to come to fruition; and 
(n») whether the Government have examined and approved any of 
^ these schemes ? 
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(h) If the answer to (a) (/r) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
the Minister be pleased to state w’hich of the sehemes have lieen examined 
and approved, indicating the dates of aj>pn>val in each case? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (n) (/) So far 

as Oovernment are aware, no application has lH*en made by these 
district boards under the A(‘t. 

(t?), (lu), {iv) and (b) These (juestions do not arise. 


8ato-prooeed6 of undaimed properties. 

312. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: {a) AVill the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Deirartment lie pleased to state — 

(?) what becomes of the sale-proceeds of unclaimed iU'oi>erties 
seized bv the indice; 

(ii) whetlier it is a fact that those sale-proceeds are now s|M»nt in 
a way different from that in which tliey used to be siient 
previously ; 

(in) if so, fiom what year are they beings sjKUit in a ililfertoit way; 
and 

(ir) what are the average sale-i>roeeeds of umdaimed projierties in 
Jfeiig-al ev(‘rv year!^ 

(b) Are the (lovernment considering* the desirability of sjxuiding 
those sale-jum-eeds or any jiait thereof in charity, such as aid to dis|>en- 
sari(‘s or for a famine relief fund ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (?/) (/) They are credited 
to (ioverninent under the head “ XVfl. — Administration til Justict^s — 
Sale-])roce(sls of unclaimed and escheated projHuty.” 

(i?) and (ui) No. They are not used for exixuiditure on any siKHuffc 
object but form jiart of the total revenue. 

(ir) The budget estimate under the above head for this year is 

Rs. 50,000. 

(b) No. 


Courts of Additional District Judges and Sub-Judges at stations other 
than headquarters towns. 

313. Babu BATIBH CHANDRA MUKHARJI; (o) /Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Dejuirtment be pleuNcd 
to state the names of the districts where SulKludges and Additional 
District Judge's have been stationed other than the headijuarters toivosy 
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(h) Have the Government provided biiiIding:H of their own for the 
courts of the said officers in such places? 

(c) Will the Hon’lde the Member be pleased to state the exi>enditiue 
incurred in such places for such courts? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of amalgamat- 
ing these courts with those at headquarters towns for the purpose of 
reducing the exjHMiditure? 

The Hon’blo Sir ABO-UR-RAHIM: (a) Asansol, district Buidwan; 
Sealdah, district 24-J*argana8, 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No extra exjKOiditure is incurred at Asansol as tlie Sub-Judge is 
accommodated in the Munsif’s court. The mainteiianc(‘ charge for the 
Sealdah building is Its, 2,100 a year. 

id) As both the buildings ladong to Government the (jiiestion (d‘ 
reduction of expenditure by changing them does not arise. 


Drainage schemes. 

314. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: Will the Hon'hlc the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Gov(*iTiment be ]>leased to 
lay on tlie table a statcunent showing, year h\ year, and distm i liy dis- 
trict, for the period from 1912 to 1922 — 

(0 Ihov many applications for construction of woiks iindei Bengal 
Act vi of 1880, Bengal Act VIII of 1895, Bengal Act 11 
of 1902, and Bengal Act VI of 1920 have been ]'ect‘ive<l 1>\ 
the (jrovernment 

(ii) how many of these applications were dealt with under section 
4 of Bengal Act VI of 1920,jind the corresponding sections 
of the other Acts mentioned above; 

(Hi) how many schemes have l)een completed under section 5 of 
the Act of 1920 and the corresponding sections of the other 
Acts mentioned alxive; 

(ir) how’ many such works have been fully completed; and 
(r) how many such works have been }>artially comi>leted? 

The Hon’bleSir BURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The compilatioTi 
of this information would involve an elaborate examination of records 
both in the Secretariat and in district offices and Government are of 
opinion that the labour and time involved would not be jiistified. 
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Local Sdf-Covernment (Amendment) Bill and PuMic Health Bill. 


315. Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: ( 0 AVill 
the Hon’ble the Minister in ehurjje of the Depart inent of L(H*al Self- 
Government he ])lease(i to state whether it is intended to introduee ii 
Bill amending: tlie I^ocal Self-tioverniiient Act within the year 1922-23 ^ 
{!)) Does the Hon’ble the Minister pn>pose to intriMluce a Bill called 
the Benf^^al Biiblic Health Bill of 1919. as drafted in the year 1919, or 
in any amended form, during the current yeai-y 

(c) Jf not, will the Hon’ble the Minister be please<l to give the 
reiusons for the [>ostiK)nement of the introduction of a Public Health 
Bill? 

The Hon’ble SIR 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The mem- 
ber is referred to the reply given to starred (juestion No XXXIIl put liy 
Shah Syed Kindadul Ha«{ on the 29th January last. 

(h) The answ(*r is in the negative. 

i(') The Jtill wa'> cnculated to district and bxal boards ami to 
Dihtiict Otiicers and (Commissioners of Divisi(ms. 3'he replies ri‘C(Mved 
sliowed that theie were consideiaide difTeiences of opinion as to tiie 
projH)sed measuie. It was also considered by the Distiict Board ('on- 
ference lield in Januar\, 1921. The (’onleieiice was oppostal to legis- 
lation on (he lines ot the Bill, paitly becaiisi* it was not prepared to 
endoise th(‘ luojujsal for the levy of a sanitary c(‘ss on wdiich the Bill 
IS based and paitl\ bei aiise tlnoe was a division of opinion as to whetlier 
the local board should b(‘ made the ruial sanitary authority, Govimm- 
inent siibse(|uenl I \ decided that the Bill should be dropjied for the pie- 
seiit and that some of the administrative clauses of the Bill should be 
included in the new Bengal Municipal and Local S(dMfovernim*nt 
Bills. 


Chittagong Medical School and admission of students from Chittagong 
division into the Calcutta medical schools. 

316. Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: (n) With uTerern'e to 
the rejdy given on the 20th November, 1922, to clause (h) of unstaruMl 
(luestion Nm 2.S jnit by Shah Syed Kindadul Ha(|, will the Hon’ble tin* 
Ministei in chaige of the D<‘j»aitment of lax ul Self-Government lie 
pleased to state whether he is aware that His Excellency, during liis 
recent toui at Ghittagong and at Hajshahi, stated that G(>v(*rnment 
would take the Ghittagong medical school question first? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to keep ofieii the Gamiibell Medical School for students from the (Chitta- 
gong division and to allow the admission of a certain number of such 
students botfi in the Dacca and in, the Calcutta medical schools? 
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The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: {a) The answer 
is in the affirmative. 

(h) The afteiition of the member is drawn to the footnote under rule 
10 of the lliiles for the Ma?ia|?ement of Government Medical Schools, a 
copy of which is placed on the Library table. Government do not pro- 
j) 08 e to mwlify this rule. 


Anti-malarial scheme for Pabmu 

317. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’])le the 
Minister in cliarg“e of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether any (omprehensive anti-malarial scheme has 
been prepared for tlie Sadar subdivision of the district of Pabnay 

(7>) If not, is the preparation of any such scheme under conteni])la- 
tion ? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: ( /) No. 

(h) Government are not in a iK)sition to ])repare any such sclieim^ at 
present. The Irrigation staff is fully employed, and apart liom tlie 
Jlhairab scluune, it is not practi(‘able at the moment for (to\tM nineat to 
prepare desi^»’ns for other iinjK)rtant proje<‘ts, \^hi(l» mi^’-ht be teiined 
major irrif^ation or anti-malarial works. Moreover, it is for tin* J)i>trict 
Board to tak(‘ up the initiative under Act VI of PbJO in icspect of lo( al 
schemes of tliis nature. 


Maintenance charges of Gumti embankment. 

« 

318. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) AVill the lion bh the 
Member in chaise of the Department of Irrigation be i>lea.sed to state 
whetlier it is a fact that the Government ustsl to pay a subsi(l\ of 
Bs. 10, ()()() to tilt* Mahaiaja of Tij^pera hy deduetiiif,^ the amount from 
the Governinenl re\enu(» payable by the Maharaja to the Government 
for the maintenance of the Gumti embankment? 

{h) Will the Government lx* jdeased to state how lon^r the charge 
of the maijitenance of the said embankment was in the hands of the 
Maharaja of Tii)pera? 

(c) Did the Maharaja of Tipix'ra ever demand or realize the cost of 
the maintenance from tho teuant^s or tenure-holders or any other 
i>ersons benefited ? 

(d) Ts it a fact that the Government are now realizing costs from 
the zamindare and tenants ? 
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(р) Will the Hon’ble the Meml)©r be pleased to state the reasons 
for such realization of cost from the jwrsons benefited? 

The Hoffble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: {a) Government are not awart* of the fact. 

(h) For about 42 years from August, 1878, to May, 1920. 

(с) Government have no information on the i)oint. 

(^) Yes. 

(e) The embankments are zamindari embankments taken charge of 
by Government for proi>er maintenance under the Bengal Embankment 
Act, II of 1882. Under the provisions of the Act, the maintenance 
cliarges are recoverable from the {x^rsons benefit e<l. 


Boundary dispute oases of Pabna and Bogra. 

319. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: in) Will the Ilon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Land R(‘venu(‘') be 
pleased to stul(‘ — 

(/) whether it is a fact that th(‘ Settlement, Assistant S«‘ltlemcnt, 
and Ke\enn(’ Otiicers in the districts of Pabna and Bogia, 
when holding impiiries into iKiundarv dispute cus(‘s aiising 
under the Btuigal Survey Act, V of 1875, do not ns a rule 
recoid a memoiandum (d evidence mu’ do they rely on the 
majK and other docuimuitary evidence relating to the lands 
produc(‘d by the ])arties; 

{u) whether it is a fact that these officers simply jiass sweejiing 
remarks in th(‘ir judgments that the witnesses examined by 
the party in whos<^ favour they wish to decide the caM*s, are 
only reliable and that their evidence satisfactorily proves 
the cases of the j»arties on wlarse liehalf th<‘v dejKise ; 

(hi) whether it is a fact that remarks are made in the judgment that 

the documents such as rfnttag, registered d(H‘ds, etc., which 
are jiroduced by th(‘ winning party do support that |mrty’s 
case ; 

(iv) whether it is a fact that many such apptuils were file<l in 
Pabna-Bogra districts, but there Iwung no materials on the 
record to show that the orders complained of were wrong, 
almost all these appeals were dismissed? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuings 
instructions to the officers trying boundary disfuite cases in the first 

instance, directing them to record the sub.stance of the depositions of 

witnesses examined and also to show the reasons why the documents 
produced by the winning parties were relied upon ? * 
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The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) and (h) The proce<liire which is bedng followed is in 
accordance? with section 41 of the Bengal Survey Act. In only one case 
did the officer hearing an api^eal find that the Assistant Settlement 
Officer had stated the reasons for his decision in an adequate manner 
and h6 has ordered further imiuiry. Appeals have been filed in G7 cases 
out of 805. 


Improvement of sugar manufacture. 

320. Rai HARENDRANATHCHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ ble 
the Minister in charge of the IK^partment of Agriculture and Industries 
l>e pleased to state — 

(/) what steps are being taken to improve the sugar position of 
Bengal ; and 

(u) what ste|>H have been taken to make the Imtanical and chemi- 
cal survey of the canes at present growing in B(*ngal ? 

(h) Have the (Government been able to ascertain what ]xirts of 
Bengal might be well-adapted to the rapid propagation of sets of new 
varieties on the Java system ? 

The Hon^ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) (I) and (n) The meml>er is refem^d to the Annual 
Re|M)rts of th(‘ Agiitultural l)(*partment for the last ten yeais. 

A careful survey of indigenous canes has already been made and a 
large numlHU' of (‘xotic canes have also come under (d)servation at Dacca 
and at other (ioveinmeiit h’arms in Bengal. 

As a i'(‘sull of this work the cane known as Yellow Tanna, whifdi 
is now so {M)pular, was selected for distribution as being tlu' most suit- 
able cane yet met with for Jlengal conditions. Other canes are continu- 
ally being trietl, and a lubrid, Oo. No. ‘J14, bred at the (Tovernment 
of India cane-br(*eding station at Coimbatore, shows gnnit promise. 

(h) Rapid piojMvgation on the Java system is being experimented 
witli at Dacca. So far the results have not been encouraging which is 
probably due to the comparatively unfavourable conditions at Dacca. 
The system will be tried in other parts of the province in the coming 
season . 


Cost of the new subdivision of Jhargram. 

321. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTY: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(i) the cost (capital and recurring) incurred so far in connection 
w ith the new subdivision of Jhargram ; 
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(ii) the approxiniale cost to Ix' incurred annually in connection 
with tliat subdivision; 

{tu) the niiniWr of cases disiH)sod of so far h\ the SulxlivisiouiU 
Officer of that sulxiivision ; and 

(ir) the niinihto' of judicial and niinisteiial olticcrs tMnph)\t‘d in that 
subdivision ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (/i The capital (ost for 
land and buildings is Ks. 2.09,1)57, 

(n) The detailed fi^'un*s of recurrin^^ co.st ha\c not Imxmi sepa lately 
coni])iled. Most of the rt*ciirrin^^ (‘xixMiditure is not new hut has simply 
Ihhmi transfer nnl from Midna}H»re \o the suhdiMsioii. 

(///) The Suhdi\ isional Oflicei dis|x>scd of 543 cases out of a total 
of 7(50 for tin* subdivision during 1922. 

(//') There an* seven niinisteiial officers In a<hhlioii to the Suli- 
divisional Officer tlu*ri* is a Suh-l>*put\ Magisirtale La^t nioiith 
another Suh-l)(‘[)ut> Magistrate was d(*put(‘d tlu'n* loi ie\e!iue iii([Uiri(*s 
and to sui>erMse the ihaukidan adniinislraiion which ne<*ds s|K'cial 
attention. 


New Jhargram subdivision in Midnapore. 

322. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will tin Hon hh the 

Meniher in ciiarge of the Political J)<*])artrnent he }4(‘ased to state in 
r(‘gard to the new suhdi vision called Jhargram subdivision which ha.s 
f>een o|N*ned in the distnct of Midnapon* in January. P)22 - 

(/) whether it is a fact that this sulxlivision was op*ned in the 
teeth of public oj^jxisition and in utter disH'gard of jMipular 
feeling; 

(ti) w'hether it is a fact that this subdivision has i)urden(‘<l the 
(iovernment with beavv recurnng exjHOnliture ; 

(ill) what has been the initial c.ost and recurring e.\|x‘ndituie for 
this subdivision from Januar\ to DecemlxT, l!l22; and 
(iv) whether it is a fact that the income of tin* Oov(‘rnm(‘ait from 
the civil and criminal courts of this sulHlnision falls far 
short of the neces.sary exjx*nditure for the uj>k(*ep of the 
subdivision ? 

The Hon’ble M/. H. L. STEPHENSON: (i) It is not a fact. The 
Council voted the grant for it, a motion to refuse tlie grant being 
defeated by 70 votes to 4, 

(li) No. • 


33 
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(rn) The inpml)er is referred to the, answer given at this meeting to 
tlK" (juustioi) aski’d hy Mr. Ajoy ChuiMler Diitt. 

(//’) Tlif^ subdi visifjn was opened to improve the administration of 
a neg’Jeeted area and not as a eonimereial undertaking. 


Government grant to the Pabna hospital. 

323. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department ot Local Stdf-(jovt*rninent be 
]>leased to state — 

(/) wlietlier the (iov(‘rnment are making a sjH’cial capital and 

riMMirring giant ttiwaids th<' needs of the Pabna eliantable 

disjH'iisarv as toreshadowefl in the sjM*ech of Ills Exiadhoicy 
the (j!o\(“rnor at Pabna on tin* LSth August, 

(//) if MO, what is the amount which it is juoposed to grant and 
wIhmi will such grant be niadi' ; 

(ni) wht‘th(*r it is pro|)os(‘d to imposi* an\ conditions on the chari- 
tabh' disjH'iisary for this grant ; and 

{ir) if so, what are tin* condition.s which it is pio])os(‘d to imjxise? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; ( ) and (//) 

( JovernnHUit hav(‘ offered make a s])ecial non-ri'curnng grant of 

lbs. r),0()() t<i th(‘ Pabna hospital during the cuiKOit financial y(‘ar. 

(///) and (ir) On condition that the Dispi'iisarv PoinmittiH* should 
tind the balanc(‘ recpiired to meet the urgent needs of the institution. 


Number of patients treated in the charitable dispensaries in Pabna. 

324. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL* HAQ: (o) Will the Tlon’ble the 
Minist«M' 111 chaige of the Department of Local Self-Ooxernment l>e 
pleased to make a statement showing the a\erage number of jiatients 
treateiT in tlu‘ charitabh* disptmsaries in the district of Ibibna during 
the triennial jH'iiod l!fl2-ld to IPlI-lo and also during the last triennial 
jKM’iod y . 

{}>) What has Imhmi the average cost of medicines for these triennial 
jwriods |>er jKitient in the.se dis|H‘nsarievS ? 

(c) Will the ITon’ble the Minister l>e ])leased to state whether the 
(lovernment have taken into consideration the rise in prices of medicines 
in making grantvS for medicines to the charitable disiiensaries in the 
district ? 
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The Hon’We Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: {a) Tho only 

information winch is available will be found in Statement 11 of iho 
Annual llejMut on tlu' woikin^’’ of the ho'^pitals and di'jjH'nsaiies in 
Ben/>-al, cojiie^ oi whnh are available in the ('ouiicil liibiarv. 

(/>) The information i.s not available. 

(r) No. 


Publication of Government advertisements in the **Sanjivani.” 
325. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: {a) Will the lion bh the 

Membiu' in chai/^o* of tlu‘ I’olitu al Dejiai tnimit be pleasctl to state — 
(?) whether it is a fact that tin* memoiaiidum No. 1 ‘t'l'J'J-.'jbV, , 
dated the 12th September, l!f22, wa.s issued over the 
natiiM' ot the ( ndei SecictaiN !(► the (i(»\ eniiricnt ol llciif-fal, 
l‘olitieal Dejiai I meiit . to th(‘ Public Woiks Depart nieiil , 

(//) wh(‘th<‘rit Is a i.u t that it was su^»'^»‘es(ed in that nienioiandum, 
■“that the Piibli( Woiks Depai t nieiit and iK subdidinate 
officers nia\ tiinl it {>tniji nun , a Ben^jali we(‘kl\ in*wspa]M‘r 
of niodeiale \iews) a suitable medium loi (lo\(onmenl 
ad \ ert i seiinoi 1 s ” ; ami 

(III) wh\ Was th(‘ Sfinjinnn onl\ selected for this jniipose’'' 

(h) Will the llon'ble the McmiiImm be jd(*as<Ml to state - 
in tin* naiiK's (){ the olhei newsj)a|K‘rs in which fboernment 
ad vertisenieiils aic publishe<l, and 
(//) the leasoiis for the exclusion of other pajH'm*'' 

The Hort’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (/) and (//) Yes 

(ill) d’h(‘ fact that this papei did imt leieive I iovioinnenl ad\ert|S(^-. 
ments ami mi^^ht be a suitable mc<lium foi these was brou^dit to tho 
m^tice of ( iowrnment. The cases ol other newspa]M-is did not ans(^ at 
that lime. 

{!)) The information is not ieadi]\ asadabb*. since (‘tich dejnirlment 
inserts its ad v(*rtisem(*nts in such jmjxus as seem to it most suitable 
for the piirjiose it ha-s in \iew’. 


Cost of land and building for the proposed Bajitpur subdivision. 

326. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) With refererue to the r(‘])ly to my ({uefl- 
tion No. 50 on the 3rd July, U>22, woll the llon’lde flu* Member in ehar^^e 
of the Polit leal J)e])artment be pleased to .state the e\]K'nditure alrea^ly 
incurred on land and building for tlie |>roj^ose<I Bajitpur subdivision? 

A 
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(h) Ilavo the Government considered the fejvsibility of modifying the 
Hch("ine for the projiosed subdivision? 

{(') If so, have any revised estimates been prepared? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) The exiMuiditure 

incurred is as follows: — Accpiisition of land — Rs. ol.OtJS; raising the 
Hilo — R, h. 70,517; deeiHuiing tanks — lls. 10,477; manufacture of bricks 
—Its. 20,745. 

(/>) No. 

(r) l)(K^s not arise. 


District board grants to union committees in Pabna. 

327. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will Die lion ble the 
Minist^T in charge of the I)e]>artment of Local S(df-( io\ ernnu'nt 1 k‘ 
f>leas(Ml to la\ on the table a statement showing the giants niad(‘ b\ the 
disti'ict board of Rabna to each union committe(‘ eonstitut(‘d under the 
Rmigal Local S(df-(io\ernment A(‘t of 1S(S5, eacli sear during th(‘ last 
thr(*(‘ years? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The estalv- 
lishiiKMit of four union committe(*s, viz., Chat Mohor, Ibun. rila]>ara 
and Shahazadjmr in the Pabna district was sanctioned in duly, 1010, 
but tlu'V comnienc(*d working from the year 1020-21. As to tla‘ grants 
made by th(‘ Pabna district Iniard during tin* yinirs ltt20-21 and l{t21-22, 
tin* m(‘nilK*r is r(*f(‘rred to column 11 of A]>p(‘ndix K to the n'solution 
on tln^ working of district boards in Bengal for 1020-21 and of App(*ndix 
L for 1021-22 of which a copy in proof is laid on the Library table. 


Strength of the fi^tory inspecting staff. 

328. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Jlon’ble the Member in charge of the Deixirtment of Lommerct' be pleased 
to stilt — 

(/'t the reason for not iiuu-easing the strength of the factoiy inspeet- 
* ing staff; 

(n) whether it is a fact that there has bt'en an abnormal increase 
in the number of factories in the pioviiu‘e since the intro- 
duction of the New Factories Act? 

{h) Is it a fact that Factory In8pe<'tor8 with necessary qualifications 
from England cannot be obtained owing to the smallness of the salary 
offered P 
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(c) Is it also a fart that the salaries paid to the meinlH'rs of this 
department are murh l«)wer than those |>;ud to tin* InspiM’tor.s c>f other 
similar dejiartnienis sperially those administered hy the (iovernment of 
India ? 

{( 1 ) Has the attention c)f the Ilon’ble the Meml>er Invii drawn to 
the fart that the travcdlin^ and motor rar allowances ]>aid to the Kurtory 
Insjx*ctors do not meet the actual exjHMisesy 

Mr. A. MARR: m) ii) (Jovernment ha\(‘ l)e(‘n unal>le to 
inri’ease tlie factory insjH'etion staff owin^ to fiiiaiieial st iin^*-eri(y. 

(n) I’hen^ has not hecui an abnormal inricMisc^ in tin* niimhcM' of 
fartori(‘s in the ])rovinr(‘ >inre the amendtul fartoiies Art rame into 
ojHM'ation, but there has i»(‘en a lai^e increase in tin* miinUu- of faetoric's 
re^'‘ist(‘red. The inrieasc* is dm' to the provisions of the anumded Art. 

(h) The meiiilM'r is K'teired t() the answer to {ti) {i) al)o\t' h’oi 
financial r(‘asons ( iovcMiinient do not j>ropose to recruit Imihei stall at 
])r(‘s(‘nt, so tliat it is impossible to sa\ whether l*'artoi\ liisjiectois with 
tin* in'cessai v (pialiticat ions tioin JMi^land ran be !(*( ruited at I lie pie- 
seiit lates of pay, or not 

((') If, by otln'F similar departiin'iits, the m(‘mlM‘r refc'is to tin* 
factory ins|M‘ction staff' ol othei ]»rovinees and the mines insjH'ction staff 
of the ( ro\ f*rrinn‘nt of India, it is not a lart that the salaries of tin* 
menilKTs of the lh‘n^''al staff* are niurh lower than those* paid to tin* 
factory insjH'ction staff* (d ()th(*r provinces. 'I'ln* memhers of the niin(*>s 
ins]H*ction staff (d tin* ( iove‘rnnn*nt of India ai'e* paid on a hi^»-ln‘r scale 
than the nn'inheis ot tin* Heii^nd factory nis|»<*<‘tion staff. 

(<{) Y»*s, representations have lR*eii made to (io\«*i iinn'iit that the 
allowance's re*teired to do ind me‘e*t the ae*tual ex|H*n.se‘s. 


European and Anglo-Indian unemployment. 

329. Mr, H, A, STARK: (a) Is the IIe)nM)le^ the Ministe'r in ehar/,r(^ 

of tin* l)e‘parlme‘nt of A^^neiillure and Industries aware* of the ehioiiie 
state* of unemjdoyiueiit aiiion^^ the* KurojKian and A ii^h^l ndian com- 
munity in ('ah'utlar' 

(h) Have* tin* (Toveriiiinuit institutcMl any iiniuiries into the mailer? 
If so, with what result ? 

(r) Has it come to the knowledf^’c^ of (xove*riiment that the calls for 
charitable* relief exee'cd the* jiotentialities of the jMcseuit eharitahle* insfi- 
tutions in this city? 

(//) Are tin* (TOvcrnnie*nt con.side'rinf^ the* desirahility of lakin^r early 
action to afford relieT — 

(/) by intrcKlucinj; a system of doles as in England ; or 
(2) by orj^’anizin^^’ measure.s for finding empleiymeuit for the* 
unemployed ? • 
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The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) (iovornnicul an* awan^ of ibe present state of 
uneiriplovnuMil among the KnrojK^arj and Anglo-Indian eonmiiinity in 
f.’alcutUi. 

{h) No. 

(r) (iov(*rnmeiit nndei stand tliat the calls tor charitable ndief have 
l)e(;n h(‘avy. 

0/) (/) No. 

CJ) d'hf'rc is a committee consideiing the rinestion of iinemjdoymont 
annmg tin* ediicalcd middle class in Ibmgal and tludr findings may be 
of use in connectnm with Anglo-Indian unemployment. 

Mr. H. A. STARK: 1 desire |<> imjuiic whethei tlic ('ommittei* lias 
h(‘en i list rin U'd to considci the (|U(‘stion of uncmplo\ m<Mit among the 
Anglo-1 ndmn commiinils in ('abailta 11 not, will lh(‘ Hon’hle tlu* 
Ministei b(‘ pleas<‘d to instruct it to do soy 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: V<>s, we cun gi\e tiuMu tln^ mstruition 


Ratio between the inspecting officers and teachers. 

330. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Will the Hon ble the 

MiuHter III chaiy'c of tin* l)(‘part meiit of I'Mucalion be ]>leas(‘d to state 
till' ratio b(‘twe(*n tin* insp<‘cling ofliceis, and teaclnus actuall\ occiipu'd 
in teachin< 4 . among the Indian Kducational StM‘vic(‘, tln‘ Provincial 
Kducational Sen ice, and the Suhordinate Ivlucational Simvici' of the 
Education 1 )(*[)ai t nu'iit ihiring tin* >(‘ar 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The statement below gives the 
iHHiuireil information 



lUtio of ihijKH'tuiK 
to 

OfflO’fH. 

Indian Pducatioual Sei'Mce — 

M(‘Trs Pranch 

8 : 45 

Women’s liranch 

. . 1:1 

Pengal Kducational StWMce — 

Mini’s Pranch 

. . 1:4 

Woimm's Piancli 

. . 4:3 

,Subordinat<* Kducational Stu'vice 

.. 1:4 
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331. SHAH SYED EMOADUL HAQ: ui) U tiu lion l>it> tbu 

Meiiilier iu ot tlu* .Muiiiic l)o|)urlincii( await'- 

O) tlial tlu'ie is no waitnifr slit*ti lor iiassfn^>'t'rs at an\ of (lie 
nnnieioiis Ka^t Itfiii'al i i\er slat ion.s ; 

(in lliat on l)oaril Ilia sli'aniar, a.xci'pt in I'xpii'ss M'lvna's, lliart' is 
no ai i loi nu‘ssin^; 

(/n) that 1 no ai lan^^tMiuMil ioi supply in^^ pint' di inking'' uatt*i ; 

(//■) that ni j)?i\n*s tIuMt* ait* sfals tor a (lo/t‘ii pi*t»])h' siitinp' (lost 
to^fthei, ha\in^^ no scu't*!! in fiont ; 

(r) that tlit'io is no arran^tMiiunt ioi hath ttu inti'i and tliird class 

passeiij^ci s ; 

(r/) that it'iiialc thud class juisscn^'-cis arc (‘\ peel tal to sit aioiind the 
hoih'i and lluti in I lie suiiiiiicr tht*\ and childit*!! suflci lioin 
indt'sci 1 hahh' li«‘at , and 

{n/l (liat tin* accoininodation (d the st^cond class pass(‘ng»‘rs is likt 
a tiiMiacc vvilh heat <>i the hoilt'r on two sidt's!^ 

(h) Is tin* llon’hle the Metnher eonsnhTin^^ the dt‘sii ability cd' diaw- 
in^ the attention <d the steamer authorities to thest* j^ricvances and to 
ask 111^^ them to take stt‘j)s at an eaily <lat(‘ to remedy thern!^ 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, MARINE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. A. Marr): (n) (/) to (/■//) t ioMTiiTuent h;i\e no intoimation 

beyond that ( ontaineii in the leplies to unslaiied (juestion 

No. d asked 1 )\ Mauhi h'azlal Karim at tin* meetin^^ ol the (’ouncil lieb 
on tin* 4 th duly. l!hJl, and uiistarred i|Uestion No. ‘ddS asked by llabii 

Jlhtshniadev Das at the imn'liiirf id the Council liehl on the (ith Sejiteiu- 

ber, mi. 

{h) There are numeTous st«*amer servii’es in Kasf Jten/.ral and tin* 
piincipal steamer conijianies have intimutt‘<l then- inability to 
replies to a ({iicslion couched in sin h j'eneral teim.s. It the memhei will 
confine his iin|uines to p.irtnular .steamer services, tio\n‘M)menf will 
consider whethei' any action is necessaiy. 


Means of communication in Pabna. 

332. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: {(i) Has the attentifui of tin 
Hon’ble the Ministei in chait^e of the Department fd Local Self-(lo\(*i n 
inent lieen diawii to the conilition of the meTtns of communication in tin 
district of Palii^i especially in the Sadar subdivision? 



508 


QUKSTION8. 


[8th Feb. 


{/}) Will tlio ITon’ble th<* Minister be pleased to state the amount> 
annually Hj)en< duiin^^ the last ten years in const meting and maintain- 
ing^ loads in the Sadar subdivision ot the Pabna distiict)^ 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) A reference 
is invited to the rejily ^iven to a somewhat similar question but by She 
Sy(‘(l J'hndadul Haij in Au<,'‘u.st, 1922. (lovernment have no iurtlier 
infoiunation . 

(fj) ( iovernimuit are unable to compile this infoiniation witliout 
consid(‘j able labour, wliich in their opinion would not be justified by its 
value. 

Cost of establishment of the Public Works Department in Pabna. 

333. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will tin ilon ble the Minis 

ter in charge ol the Depailment ot ibiblic Works be pleased to stale — 

(/) How many Subdi visional Oliicers, Public Works Dejiai t ment , 
ar(‘ posted to the distiict ot I’abua ; 

(//) what was th(‘ eslabl ishimuit cost ot the ( jo\ eiiniKUit when th< 
w liole work was (uit nested to the disti ict boaid oi Ihiluia ; aiiu 

(ni) what IS the presiuit establishment cost ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: n) (tm. 

ill) The establisiiment cost was 15 per cent, on the valm* of work 
dom‘. 

{/'//) The present «‘stablishment cost is 5-5 jxu- cent, on the value ol 
wor k domu 


Competitive examination for the recruitment of certain 
services under Government. 

334. Babl» BHISHMADEV DAS: Will the Ilon’ble the Member in 
<‘hai>»-e'ol th(‘ Ap])ointment Depaitment bo pleased to state whether it 
is in the contemplation of tlie (roveinmeiit to introduce the system ol 
('ompi't it ive cvaminations for the reruuitment (»f sub-i'e^i>trars, munNifs 
and sub-inspectors of jrolice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Subjei*! to certain reserva- 
tions (Government contemplate hitroducin^^ the sy.stem of C{unpetitive 
examination for the i »*cruitiueiit of sub-re^istiars but not for that ol 
munsifs and Mib-insjiectors of police. 
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Missing of records from the office of the SiraJganJ 
Munsif’s Court 

335. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (wi Is the Hon hie th 

Meinher in ( hai^^‘ ot tlie .Fudn ial Dejnn tineiit aware that sonie records 
from the oi}i((* ot the Conit (d the Miinsif oi Siraj^mnj in the judf^-eship 
oi l’ahna'Ho;,M a aie nu^^inJ^‘y 

ih) li so, how imuiy of theni are inissin^^ and how many of them 
have heeii tiaced uj) to datt^y 

{(•) I> it a fact that some ot tii(‘ ministeiial ollicers of Sirajffanj have 
been suspended? 

{(I) If so, what aie tlieir names and what is tlu' nature of the 
respectiv(* offences t(»i' which »‘a« h td them has been punislxMl? 

(c) Are tin* (io\einno‘nt cousiiltu in^ the dt‘sirability of issuing 
instinct ions to all the |udi<ial (dticeis in the Ibesidency t« be more care- 
ful of then KM-oids m tutuie? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (o) Yes 

(//) l‘h\e 10(01 (Is weie missed tioni the < ustod\ of ( lerk Abdus Sattur 
and out' i(‘(ord Irom tin* custod\ (d (link Jahiiuddiii Sarkar None oi 
tlie inissin;.;' naoids have bemi tiaced out \(*t. All the lecords have been 
reeonsti ucted. 

(ri and n/i ('buks Abdus Sattai and daliii uddin Sarkar have Immmi 
sus|)(Mi(h‘d until tuilher oideis foi m*;rb*ct (d duty in respect (it the miss- 
in;: (d I lit' lecoids and tin' S.ii islitadai , fi votish ('liaiidra Ba;;chi, has 
bt'en siisjiendi'd foi oio' month and ei;:ht(‘en davs toi foimin;: a clnjue 
amon/4 the ininisteMal otliceis and for shielding: the abovenamed two 
clt'iks timn w ho'c custodv th(‘ itn-ords were missed, as also foi some otloM 
(dlences 

(cl No, 


Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs of Calcutta. 

336. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: {u) Will the Hon bh the 

Membei 111 (hai;:t‘ (d the Judicial DeparJiiKMit U* jdeased to stat(‘ how 
and undei what aiithoiitv th<“ Sluuifls ami Deputy Sheriffs (d Calcutta 
aie a])pointed and what ai'c then fum tions, |MiW(*rs and tmms of of!ic(‘? 

( /> ) ^\’hen was the Shei iff and Deputy Sheriff first ajipointcd and 
how maiiv have been a])iH>inted up to date, statiii^f the communities to 
wliicii th(‘\ beloii;:ed? 

(c'l Do ti e apjKaijtmeiits of Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs cariv any 
remunei at ion with them.*' 

(fj) Tn what r(‘sj7t‘<ls are the Sheriffs and Dejnity Sheriffs subor- 
dinate to (r) •the Dovernment, and (u) the Hijfh Court? 
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Th6 Hon’blo Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) The Sheriff of Calcutta is 
apfKjinted by the (lovernor-tieneral in Coun(;il upon the recommeiidation 
of thoi Ilon^ble the Chief Justic-e of Benj^al, who submits the 
names of three persons to the (b)vernor-Geiieral in Council in accord- 
ance witli the Statutes relating thereto. 

The l)(*i)uty Sheriff is appointed by the Sheriff. Under the Statute 
the Slieritf shall execute his duties himself or by deputies to be ai)}K>inted 
by him. l^he term of the Sheriff’s office is one year. The functions 
are to (*xecute all tlie writs, summonses, rules, ordeis, warrants, com- 
mands and processes, etc., etc., of the court, to attend the Judges at 
th(^ ciiniinal s(‘Shiorjs, to receive and lodg^ in prison such {Husons a^s 
shall b<‘ committed to liim for that ])urpose. 

(/>) The first Sh(nitt‘ according to available information was api>ointed 
in 1774. Cp to date 154 Sheriff's have been appointed. Up to 1805 
all tlie Sheriffs W(‘ie Kuro|M‘ans. Since then tliere have l>een '2 Jews, 
2 Pars<‘es, 0 Armenians, 2 Marwaris, 0 Muhammadans, 10 Hindus and 
37 h]uro|M*ans who held th(‘ office of Sheriff of Calcutta. 

The l)(‘puty Sheriff was first appointed in 1774. 

(r) The Sheriff' is remunerated by fees, out of which the costs of 
the Sheiitf’s office and establishment and the remuneration of the 
Deputy Sheiiff are ]>aid. 

{(I) Th(‘ Slnniff and Deputy Sheriff are Wund by law to carry out 
the duties impos<*d u}K)n them by the Statutes. 


The Calcutta Rent Act. 

337. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: {a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble the Minister ^in (diarge of the Departnumt of Local Self- 
(loVernment been drawn to the depreciation in the ]>rice of house-proi>erty 
in Calcutta due to the ojKuation of the (AUcutta llent Act? 

{!)) Is it a fact that this depreciation is likely to affect even the 
revenue of the Calcutta (anpoiation ? 

{(') Are the (lovernimmt considering the desirability of taking the 
iie<*essaty st('])s so that the landlords may charge, and the tenants may 
l>e enforced to ]>ay, fair rents on the basis of, say, 7 i>er cent, of the 
estimated value of lands with buildings erected thereon, instead of 
extending the oiHuations of the said Act? 

The Hon’bfe Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) No. 

(b) The <piestion does not aiise. 

{(') Government will consider whether in the event of rent control 
btnng continuetl, tlie principles of the present Act afford the best means 
of fixing standard rent. 
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The Bengal Village Self-Covernment (Amendment) Bill, 

SHAH 8YEO EMDADUL HAQ: I move that the Hen^al Villago 
Self-tjoveriiment ( Ameiulmeiit ) Bill, 19‘-wM, 1 k‘ t'in'iilatetl for elu itiiig 
opinio?! theieoii. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Aie \ou projxisin^ to movi* for leave or do you 
want the ]I()n‘hh‘ the Member to mjike a statements 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of, LOCAL 
SELF-COVERNMENT (Mr, S. W, Coodo): 1 would nu'rtdy state that 
(loveifimeiit hav(‘ e\eiy (h‘^ii(' to consider lln‘ Bill which the* memlnM' 
is intiodncin^ most ca?<‘lull\, and we wish to (d>tuin the view's of loeal 
bodies on that Bill We have therefoi'e su^'^»'<..,ted that the consi(h‘!*a. 
tion ot the Bill by tin' (‘oiincil should lu* jKistjHimMl for 'tin* tinn* iKMiif^. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Shah Sahib a?e \ou satisfied witli that stub*- 
nuMit y 

Shah Sved Mmdadul Iliuj tluMi withdi't'w his motion. 

Th(‘ motion was then, bv leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The Calcutta Rent (Amendment) Bill, 1923. 

Mr, J, CAMPBELL FORRESTER: 1 have tln^ honour to-day to 
movi* that tin* ('abutta ifent ( Amemlmeiit ) Bill, Ih‘ I’tderi'ed to 

a Seim t Commiitei', consi*.t m/,*- of the Jlon’bh* Sir Sui'imdra Nath Banei’jea, 
Mr (i N. Uo\ , .Mi S. W (ioode. Mr. T. Kimuson, Babu Sui'endia 
Nath Ka\. .Ml Kiishna (‘handia Bay Chaudhuii. Babu .latindrji Nath 
Basil. Ml 1) .1 ('olien, Babu Suieiidia Nath Mallik, Mr. Husi^yn Shahml 
Suhiiiwaidv. Maiilvi A. K I'azl-ul Ha(|, Mr.* If. A. Stark, Mr. B. H. L. 
Laii^»ioid -lames, Haja Besh(M‘ t'ase Law, and tin* mover, with instruc- 
tions to submit then leports in time for itw consideration at tin* ju'esent 
session of the Council. 

In the first ])lace. 1 would hojK* that there is no objection to the 
IM'isonnel of the Committee. 

jlefore I come t<! my Bill, I would like to make a few' general lemarks. 

It will be witimi tin* recollection of the meml>ers of this House that 
the (rovernment in Ifr-^O found it necessary to introduce the Bent Act, 
because housing accommodation in Calcutta was uneijual to the demand, 
thus putting landlords into a ]>osition in which they had the tenuntH at 
their mei'c v , and many lamllords took udvanfa^^^e of this {Kisition to 
extoi't exoibitaiit lents until the tenants were driven to <h‘SfKiir and w^ere 
^?oaded into lakin^r active action a^faiiint thi.s uneijual stru^^le. The 
Government jeco^?nized this injuHti<-e and the result won the pipHent 
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Act, which, in spite of all its faults and loopholes, has done good. 
To-day, 1 ask you to extend and amend this Act, as I contend it is more 
urgently retiuired to-day than when the Act was i)assed. 

I^et me start hy illustrating the first instance that I am aware of. A 
house in Theatre Road was let in August, 1918, for RvS. 475, and in 
Def^jemher, l!tl8, was let for Rs. 1,400 to a Jajjanese. We may presume 
that the Japauese were ignorant of rent value and were thus the uncon- 
flcionahle mcjiiis of starting this rent-racking. 

I give a few other instances: — 


Kituatioti of liuufKii. 

Reut lu 1914. 

Rent in I9SI-33. 


Rs. 

Rs. 


Per mensem. 

Per mensem. 

5, ('amac Street, 2 flats 

550 

1 ,200 

9, (.’amac Street 

477 

650 

2, Thfuitre Rmid 

650 

1,875 

9, 3’heatre Road 

600 

1,200 

28, Theatre Road 

275 

800 

50, Theatre Road 

475 

1,350 

4/1, Mid(llplon Street 

550 

1,200 

2, Middleton Row 

515 

1 ,500 

3, Middleton Row 

550 

1 ,350 

4, Elysium Row 

500 

1,100 

18, Ix'e Road 

475 

850 

13, Loudon Street 

(iOO 

1,100 

12, Alipore Park 

475 

675 

1(), Aliix>re Park 

320 

450 

1, Dover Park, Ballygunge 

265 

500 

13, Ballygunge Store Road 

450 

800 

3, l'j)}M*r Wood Stn*et 

520 

750 


These cases. I have given, have not come before the (V)ntroller. 1 
would ask the (iovernment to state the cases, that have come before the 
Controller — thousands of them — I know he is very busy. 

1 have been told that the rent of Messrs. Bourne & Shepherd, No. 10, 
Cln)wringh(‘(‘ Road, has been raised from Rs. 800 to Rs. 3,300. 

One (‘tin readily understand that these inflated rents can only l>e met 
by overcrowding, or tremendous self-denial on the tenant's part. I 
knoM’ of one ])la(‘(‘ in Ra>\don Street, four rooms, meant for one family 
in which there are 13 adults and ?0 servants living. One stands aghast 
at the serious conse-<iuences if this continues, and the health of the city 
will b'» in jeojiardy. 
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I visited the Indian quarters — Chitpur Road, Lower and Upper; 
Pathuriaghatta Road; Baranoshi Ghosh Street — and other quarters. 
Cue of India’s greatest. Wnefaetors said — 

Administrntion will be all the more efficient if the olfii'ers who (Hinduct it Iiave 
greater opportunities of regular contact with those whom it aflFects. 

Therefore, I considered it was my duty to s(h* iH>rsoTiall> wluii the 
conditions were. There they can only be described as appalling, and in 
the w'ords of Coleridge : 

I counted two and seventy stenches, 

All well-defined, and several stinks. 

I then visited Beiitinck Street, and the numerous lanes, leading 
from there, which may he termed the (^hinese quartiT; Dharamtolla 
Street, Wellesley Street, and other streets in this vicinity which may 
he descril)ed as the Domiciled Community’s ijuarter; and then, the 
FiUroi>ean (juarter, and wherever you go, you come aTross these tw'o 
asiXM’ts — overcrowding and exerssive nuits. 

1 give you hereunder a few instances when* the pres(*nt Act has 
been very hard on the tenants, and the landlords, having found loophoJes 
provided in the present Act, have turned their tenants out: — 

No. 1, Lower (^ircular Road. — Tenant was jmying Rs. 500 a month, 
hut the landlord turned him out on a ]>rete\t iliat the premisea 
were to 1 k^ pulled dow’n and rebuilt. It has now Ikhmi relet at 
Rs. 050 {XT month, without repairs, which mi'ans Its, 750 
really. 

No. 2, Theatre Road. — Tenant was jMiying Rs 050 ix*r month. 
The landlord g*ot him out on the excuse that he was going tx) 
occupy the house him.self, and after making (x'rtain additions 
and alterations, has now' relet, undt'r tin* heiuling of “ first 
letting,” at Rs. 1,875 (ground fl(x>r for Rs. 550, middle 
fl(X)r for T?s. 075, and top floor for Rs. 050). 

No. 48, Park Street. — Original rent Rs. 300, and it was standard- 
ized at Rs. 550. A little furniture was' put in and it is now 
yielding Rs. 700 a month. 

I also give you the following incidents of exorbitant suRletting, 
which have come to my notice : — > 

House l)elonging to was "let for Rs. 550, and that gentle- 

man has relet the upper and low'er flat, which work out to 
Rs. 900 and Rs. 600, resix»ctively. 

Pretoria Street. — Tenant Mrs. I>aying Rs. 4(KI, sublets 

furnished at Rs. 1,(K)0 jx?r month. 

I repeat with emphasis what I have said in the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons that there is no gainsaying the fact that the provisions of 
the Act have; given considerable relief to the ixK)rer section of the 
inhabitants of this great city. I' would also emphasize the facf that 
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there are signs that if the Act were come to an end in the near future, 
a large number of a certain ty|>p of landlords will swoop down on their 
tenants with exorbitant demands. A Rent Act, until some landlords 
have learnt a lesson that they have a duty to the public, is as essential 
on the Statute liook as any of the jHovisions on the Statute Book, which 
have been found essential for the maintenance of law and order. 

(treed is founded in the selfishness of man’s nature, and the (tovern- 
ment’s duty is to protect its p(‘ople from the rapacity of a number of 
landlords, who inac'tically say: “ You toil and work and earn bread 
and I will eat it,” It is not nec(“<sarv to go into the rights of proiterty; 
the law which creates pro|x*rt\ can be defended only on the ground that 
it is a law heuieficial to inankirnl. Ijet u*' try jind reason out why the 
continimtion of this Act is necessary. We find that according to the 
(V’nsus of Hill, the (’linstian jM)pulation, including' lMiio]K‘ans and 
Angh>-1 ndiariH in (’alcutta and its subuibs, was 40,011 and in the 
(\*nsus taktu) in 10^21 thes(‘ figuies read as dd.OSO, viz., an inciej,is(> of 
0,10!), whi(‘h this [louse will ag'iiu* is a considerable incrc'ase when you 
take into consideration tiu* small number of houses that (’afcutta 
j>oss(‘sses for this class of people. I do not dilate on th(‘ <lire povfU'ty 
and m'cessity of the Jihivlialoij class of 1h(‘ Indian (’ommunitx who neinl 
our hel]). The main reason why Iniibling has not bmm (’allied on to 
me(‘t the increasing demand foi houses, 1 think it will b(> imuldy 
g’ranti'd, is that fiom the middle of l!)12t), and almost tln‘ whole of lb!2l, 
the pi‘ic(‘ of building matinials juled \(*rv high and tin* pne(‘ of land 
reaching tin* maximum remaim‘d stationary It is not the Rmit Act 
that is the cause of tin* housing aeeommodatioii being not (Niual to the 
(hnnand at ]U(‘s(‘nt ; tlnn’idoie, it is essential that the Act should lie 
(‘xtendml. .At tin* ]>resent tinu’ tin* pric(‘ of land shows a downward 
temhMicv, and I think tin* (*\tension of tills A('t will lu' tin* nn‘ans of 
landlords being mon* ('ager to sell tln‘ir sit(‘s, otlu'rwise it would mean 
Indding for anotlu'r thiee years without a possible chance of the valm* 
imjH’oving. 

Tin' juice of building materials Imve now considerably (h'cn'ased. 
'rile ju ice of brick and iron has almost i cached jire-wai rates. (Vment 
has also fallen in juice and timb(*r is just about tin* same as ever. These 
are the iu'incij>al materials that aie reijuired for building, so you see that 
ever\ thing jioints to a more suitable comlitioTi for building oj>eration.s 
and we may take it that within the next three years, the present condi- 
tion will be much relieved, but until more accommodation comes along, 
the Rent Act should be renewed. People are forced to herd together 
Tike cattle, so that each may share in satisfying the greed of rajxuious 
landlords; thus overcrowding must sooner or later result in ill-health 
to our jmpulation and pt'rhaj>s in serious epidemics. Overcrowding is 
to be, deprecated anywhere, but above all places on earth where this 
should not be permitted is in India. 
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I will now endeavour to deal with the evasions of the Act. Let 
me, in the first instiuice, try to show you how an injustice eaii he done 
and is done to the i>oor class, who cannot defend themselves. An indivi- 
dual who is working? for Rs, 15tl j^er month haa rtK>ms for which he 
or she pays Rs. 60 per month. The landlord raises the rent 25 per (ent., 
he or she api)eals to the Rent Controller; the landlord learns he or she 
is about to do this; he apj^ears for an ejectment order. The }x)or indivi- 
dual has to attend two courts, pay lawyers, wa>te his or Ihm* time and 
probably loose his or her job. The result is that tliere an' hundreds 
who a^^ree to j^ay the extortionate increase rather than bear tiu' heavy 
ex|M'nse they will l>e put to with its accomj>;uiyin^»‘ loss of time and 
j)ro])ably loss of emjdovment. 

Even after the Rent Controller lavs assessed the nuit and Is'^'ii succ4‘ss- 
ful a^rainsl the eje('tment order the jvrsetMition in some ca'^cs still ^oxvs 
on until the jHior tenant is now driven intci de.s]M‘ration by llu' t<'rrible 
harassment and |H*isecution of ('jectment orih'is, and 'monthlN notices 
from solicitors, tidlin^ them they must quit. Tlu'v find tlu'ir onl\ means 
of ('scajx' is to j)a\ to this type of landlord “ (‘\tortion money,” which 
he accepts by jirivate arrangements thus forcin^^ money out of the jxmu* 
and at the sanu* time di'fraudiuf^ the (loveiamu'nt of its h'^itimate 
revenue in income tax, as, mark you, a n‘(‘(‘ipt is jrivt'ii tor the amount 
of rent as ord(‘red by the Rent (Controller, and many of thi'se ])oor jX'ojde 
have to (h'vise means of how to meet this extortion money. They often 
j>ai'ti(ion oft' a loom whicli is already small enou^di into what may be 
termed a box and tlien sublet it, thus creatin^^^ oveiciou dln^^ biin^in^ 
on disease, ill-healtli, and possibly ejudemics. 

This may be called a clap-trap by some paiiers— a wonl that is 
generally used when they have not a lo^rical re])l> to statements and facts. 

I now come to the Rill. 1 must keeji in mind tlie fai t that section 52(7) 
of the it ales and Standing: Crdeis does not |x*rmit mi' to dilati' too much 
on the details of tin* Rill, and very ri^:htlv so, for tin' ih'tails iin* to Ix^- 
settled b> the Si'lecl (’ommittee. What 1 am re(|uire<l to do. to-day, 
is to set foi’th the i>rinciples of mv Rill and to invite a disriission u|K>n 
them. Now what are my principb's? in the first ]>la(*e, 1 want the 
present Act extended. That is the main thin^^ The A< t must Ik' 
extended. There is dire poverty amon^f the middle and poorer cla-sses 
of all communities in this preat city. Some of us. who are iMirii with 
the ]>roverbial ^nlded sfHion in our mouth, are apt to foi>ret this fact. 
Some of us, who Jive in palatial resiliences, are a|>t to for^'-et the condi- 
tions under which some of our i»oorer brethren li\e. I’oori'r but not 
less resi)ectable than us. Apart from the conditions under which they 
live, the.se jioor iieojile need ]>rotection from Shylock landlords, who want 
more than their pound of flesh. 

I hope I have .said sufficient to satisfy thi.s enlightened ('ouncil that 
a great nece.ssHty still exists for the continuance of the Rent Acf. I 
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believe in Bombay, M^draw, and Ranji^oon, the Rent Art hnks been 
extended, also in En^fland. In none of these places do I think that the 
conditions are as bad as they are here. Should Calcutta lag behind — 
«hould Bengal, the most enlightened province of India, lag behind ip 
showing mercy to their less fortunaie brethren ? 

But exi)erience has shown that the Rent Act, as it stands, will not 
do. There are many loojdioles in the piesent Act as framed for its 
evasion. My next juinciple is to bring within the purview of the Act, 
the rapacious tenant or sub-landlord. There are some tenants who have 
outdone the rapacity of the landlord. Tliere are a few, who can only 
be called “ vampires.” While they avail themselves of the Kent Act 
to protect themselves from their own landlords, they, in turn, suck the 
bl(M>d of their sub-tenants. 

In regard to the latter ])rincij>le, 1 have endeavoured to utilize and 
improve uiK)n the English precedenl, but I jcm ((iiite agiec'alde b) the 
adoption of any modifications that the Seh*ct (/ommittee, with their 
fuller knowledge, might consider it advisable to adopt. 

We must get at the tenant who sublets. We must also get at the 
person who sublets at a high rental and tries to cover himself b\ say- 
ing he has let it furnished. 

I consider that the method suggested by me in clause 11 of m_\ Bill 
is the fairest and most ecpiitabb* way of dealing with the matter and I 
think it is bused on sound reasoning. 

There are a few other details 1 have attempted to tackle in mv Bill, 
viz. — 

(1) The reduction of the standard rent wh(*re it is based on a lucky 

rental on the 1st November, IDIH — clause 4. There is much 
dissatisfaction among landlords about this. We want to get 
bold of a reascinable standard rent. That is the basic ])rinci- 
])le on which the Rent Act has l)een framed, and no land- 
lord should l>e allowed to InMiefit by an unusual first letting. 

(2) Rower should be given to fhe landlord to recover his higher 

rent as soon as is reasonably jK)ssible. lie should not be 
kept out of his dues — clause 5. 

(If) In clause's 6 and 7, I have tried to meet the evils of flimsy 
ejectment proceedings on a desire to rebuild. I think there 
, is a very fair case for action under this head. 

A landlord may desire to make alt^erations in his property, although 
the tenant does not desire it. He may put a small verandah on to a 
room and charge 60 i)er cent, on the rental for this alteration, and there 
is nothing to prevent it in the Act. He states he has mad<^ an addi- 
tion to the house. 
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««* « whioh.Mr. A. K. Banneni appUad 
^Mhi^ of a tenant residing at No. 44A, Police HoepiUl Bead, for 
•t^dardiaaUon of rent. It was. stated that just after the Rent Aot 
^ into force the tenant had the rent of the premises stondardiaed at 
44. Subsequently the landlord turned the verandah of each of the 
flats into a room and demanded Rs. 100 as rent per month. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order! I have repeatedly asked hon^ble 
memlwra not to cross between the Chair and the speaker. I shall be 
glad if they will make an attempt to observe this rule when entering the 
Council Chamber. 


Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Mr. S. Laskar contended for 
the landlord that after the construction of the two rooms the house was 
let for the fk-sl time and, therefore, that rent should be regarded as the 
rent of first letting. The Rent Controller fixed the standard rent at 
Rs. 60. 

^ I would have preferred that this Bill should have been taken up by 
the Government. My resolution to this effect was before the Council 
for two sessions. 1 desfyaired of it ever lyeing reached and introduced 
this Bill as being the only means of getting the matter ventilated. I 
know that the Bill will not meet with the approval of the esteemed act- 
ing Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation, as it will interfere with the 
Calcutta Corporation reve;iue. I still remember his severe attacks 
'against the Government at anything that affected the poor and helpless. 

I hope he has not lost that good trait of character. This matter is above 
revenue, a vastly more imjwrtant matter, it is dealing with souls; and 
I wotJd iisk him lief ore he makes his severe attack on me, as I learn 
he is going to do, is to rememW the philosopher Chilo, who was reputed 
as one of the seven Sages of Greece, used to say that men of great 
bodily strength ought to be sweet in manners and disposition in order 
to inspire in withers reverence rather than fear. Similarly, they who 
manifestly excel their fellows by reason of great intellectual or other 
gifts ought carefully to cultivate affability and sweetness of manner. 

I deplore the necessity of extending this Act os much as any one- 
we all wont to got rid of these Acts as soon as exynditions willq>ermit. 
We want to get back to sound ecxinomic conditions so that everyone 
can have a fair deal without Government interferenc^e. The time is not 
yet, and this Act must be extended until that time comes. 

Ther^are two philosophies of politics: one is you should attempt to 
play Providence, and the other is that you should let the Devil take the 
Idndmost, and we are accustomed to associate the latter policy with the 
lUttural play of economic laws. As far as economic laws have their 
Natural play, this is a situation in which, whatever our views may be, 
we all must compromise. Now, Sir, before sitting down I would ask 
thia House noU to forget that whan we take on the responnbility^ of 

' 84 . 



518 


CALCUTTA RENT BILL, 


[8th Fbb. 

' representing the people, we do so upon the conditions that justice wid 
mercy are the reins of power and the upward avenues of hope shall be 
free to all peojde. Your jMjople are looking to you with hope. Let it 
not be said this House has disappointed them. 

What are the Euroiieans, what are the Domiciled Community, what 
are the Indian poimlation of Bengal going to think of India’s new era, 
if under the new jKJwers India has got, its legislators (who are returned 
by the votes of their constituents to look after their interests) are going 
to \ye indifferent to their cry for lelief from this terrible burden that is 
making their lives so unhapi>y I think the ix)or bear too tamely all the 
kow-towing; all the sweating and rack-renting. Let us think what all 
this rack-renting and sweating means — what it costs in men, w’omen, and 
children — what it costs in hraw’n and bruin. Ah! What it costs in 
human souls. We must comiuer the greed and folly of Ego. If you 
sow lares, can you reap wdieat? If you sow’ hate, can you reap love? 
The iK)et lias truly said : — 

(ijul’s fruits of wisdom ripcu slow, 

Mho’s mjnds are narrow, ltd llieni nxrow’ ; 

. My children ! Ye must wait. 

While there may he some jiersons, whose miinls are narrow’, I feel sure 
then' is no imurilK'r juesent here w’hose mind is so nanow’ as to ask 
his eonstituents to w'ait, and that time will iein«‘d\ this (h'plorahle condi- 
tion. Sir, they cannot wait; They must liavc imnnsliatc relief, and I 
am sure that will lie the opinion of this House. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: My object in rising at tliis stage is not in any way to 
enlighten the House as to the ihiHcv to Iw' adopted hv (lovernment on 
this Bill ()!• on tin' (juestion of the rent law of (’alcutta, because that is 
the duty of my triend to the left. My ohjeet in lising is siinidy this. 
1 introduced and pas.scd the Bent Act of Calcutta which is still in force 
and which will remain «i force till May next. Mr. Campbell Konester’s 
Bill pr()pos(‘s to introduce a new’ Act and to substitute it for the Act 
which will go out in May next. My retpK'st to the members of this 
House is this: to my landlord friends I w’ould make an earnest appeal 
not to indulge in bickering of any kind or t.o show’ any anti-tenant feel- 
ing for we all know’ that a good landlord is ahvays a lu’o-tenant man. 
To tlHise that are going to voice tlie tenants’ interests here I would 
earnestly retpiest not to indulge in any high-falutin w’ords, which ar© 
very often emjdy w’ords, in trying to iMdittle the landlords or to vilify 
them.* Tile main issue is that there is at the present moment a Rent 
Act in force in (’alcutta; whetlier that Bent Act or another Rent Act 
should he continued until normal conditions prevail is the main issuer, 
and my rea.son in rising is to earnestly request both sides to bear tbis 
in mind and to avoid as mnch as possible any unpleasant bickering on 
the»subject. 
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o” . II®J® RE8HEE CASE LAWS I rise to opjwse strongly the second 
JfOOding of the. Calcutta Keut (Amendment) Hill. In the Statement of 
Objects and lleason.*^ it is stated “ a Rent Act, until the landliuds have 
learnt their lesson, is as essential on the Statute Book as any of the 
prorisioDs on the Statute Book which have been found essential for the 
maintenance of law and order.” It is further stated “ the laiidlorde 
who build in a great city iiuojt he likened to a jiiihlic utility company 
and his charges must he kejit within reasonable bounds.” The mover 
has a very strange idea of a “ public utility ” company. If we take 
the examjde of Germafiy we find — 

The niimieipulities ^oaeriilly .sell or let their huul. and the huildinj; u)j;eneie8 which 
enjoy most offuml la\'our .me the .« 0 (iet)eh of “ publie uldity.'’ .Some are {‘osiperill* 
tjive others semephilan tropic in that they aim at building good iioiues and limit tlieir 
profits. — //ir hue iiih>p(t (iui ^ lit titmuicd^ iltnnlh rtltfum, Uhusukj. 

Where has the hon’hle member in charge of the Bill found that the 
landlords of Calcutta aie mcmlK*rs tif public utility societies and that 
they should coiitorm to his wishes!" Aie they not in' the same posi- 
tion as the mills and ollnu' indu.stries, the tuiilers, tln‘ tuoiiey-lenderH, 
and the memheis ol the learned piolession i" It the loimer are allowed 
to make liuge piohts, \\h\ should the lattei be dejuived of the same? 
(Tovernmeiit iiitioduei'd the Himit Aet for ti limited iKuiod as a war 
measure, but ( iieumstaiHes have since eiiaiigt'd considerahly for the 
better as tlie suppl\ of houses is greater than the demaiol. Kindly see 
the three eoluniiis advertisement in the Sfaftstintn for houses tind flats 
to let. The Bill ignoies tin* ordinary rigid ol owneisliiji, disregards 
the civic right of ii citizen and .setn at naught the law of supply and 
demand. It is impossible to conceive of more iliastie and arbitiary 
provisions tliaii those contained in the present Bill. Tlie landlords are 
thankful for smaJl meicies here and there, but fioin tin* (piotations 1 
have made above it will be seen that they are trembling in tln*ir hoirses 
at the threat that they should be jdaeml under the surv(‘illun(‘e of the 
Rent Controller who will keep them straight just as the jKiliee <k) in the 
ca.se of criminals. They cannot but thank their stars for his good wishes. 
The hon’ble memla‘r in eharge of the Bill thought that this will have 
the effect of intimidating the landlords and they wiJl allow tlie tenants 
and .sub-tenants to eiijov their houses without demur. He is greatly 
mistaken, my i egret is tliat be has not formed a eomn l idea of owner- 
ship and of property before he ventured upon submitting this Bill. 
The landlords cf (kileutta are nothing but owners of tlieir own proper- 
ties and when they build houses on their lands, they are os mufb 
entitled to see that the money they have invested should bring them a 
sufficient ndurn. If an>ihing should regulate their action, it should 
1)6 the law’ of sujiply and demand and not any arbitrary law’ framed 
under the auspices of Government. Black sheep there are in eveiy 
community, but it is not consistent with reason or with justice to con- 
demn and puniflh the whole class for the faults of a few. All landhirds 
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are not unscrupulous speculators and do not try to extort exorbitant 
rents. The Bill, however, allows the sub-tenant a profit of 35 per cent, 
in excess of the total rent which means that he wiH get 25 per cent, on 
the furniture and 10 per cent, on the rent. In other words, the ten- 
dency of the Bill is that the lan<nords should not be allowe<l even a 
profit of G per cent., which is the utmost they can expect on the 
money they have invested, whereas the sub-tenants will be allowed to 
earyi 10 i>er c^iit. and live happily in the flats and houses and make a 
profit at their exjnmse. 

Again, what the Bill seeks to formulate may be stated bipefly, 
that from Novemlwr, 1918, wIkmi the Bent Ac t came inlo force to May, 
192G, if this Act is unhappily extended, ?.c., for about eight years, 
the annual rental value of each premises must not increase by more 
than 10 i)er (ent. A refereme to the r(‘vi',ion of assessment by the 
Corporation, which is made every six years and whicli in the case of 
some of the Wards has been recently made, would show that even where 
the Improvement Trust has not raad(» any improvements, the annual 
values have iK'eu increased by more than 50 i>er cent. Under what 
justification tlu^ State would dejmive the landlords from getting the 
benefit of this rise, and the Calcutta (corporation from getting their 
due share, one fails to understand. 

The Bill is further ohjectiomihle as it makes the Kent Controller 
the arbiter of the fate of the landlords, and his decisions regarding rent, 
repairs, and comptmsalion to tenants of flats and buildings should 
henceforth he regarded as the law of the nndiri notwithstamling any- 
thing contained in the Indian Contract Act and the Transfer of Property 
Act. 

The Bill also tries to do away with the regular trial of suits which 
is most obj(*ctional)le as anybody who knows the procedure adopted by 
the Kent (^mtroller shoidd not have suggested this l)ecau8e it is very 
summary and not at aH satisfactory. The sooner the |X)st of the Rent 
Controller is aliolished the better it will 1 h‘, as it will save the Govern- 
ment a lot of money of which the Government is so much in need. 

It is not necessary at this stage to enter into a detailed considera- 
tion of the clauses of the Bill, suffice it to say, that the statements made 
by the hon’ble meml)er in charge do not rejiresent the correct state of 
facts*. If there is a shortage of houses, it will not be removed by this 
legislation, and no landlord with a grain of common sense will ever 
resign^ his [xisition ns owner i*i order to make the Rent Controller the 
real ivalik and the tenants and sub-tenants to enjoy the profit. With 
thest' few words I move that the Bill be rejected. 

Bibu AMULYA DHONE ADDY. I am opposed to the motion which 
has been moved by our esteemed friend, Mr. Campbell Forrester, to refer 
the » Calcutta Rent (Amendment) Bill to a Select Committee. It haa 
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ubeen stated in the Bill that there is a widespread desire to extend the 
."Gelcutta Kent Act, but 1 find from the statement of opinions that the 
contrary is the case. Ihe House owners' Association is strongly opjjosed 
to it. It may l)e said that this is an Association of jiersons interested, 
but there are other public IxHlies who are oi>iH>sed to it. The Bengal 
National Chamber of Commerce i.s opposed to it. It is a ('hamber 
consisting of members interesltnl in trade, commerce, and industry. 
The Marwari Association is also opi>osed to it. The Calcutta Corj)ora- 
tion, which consists of representatives not only of the landlords of 
Calcutta but also of the tiuiants thereof, and whirh consists of the lead* 
ing members pf the Bengal CImmber of (’ommei' c as well as the 
Calcutta Tracies As.HCM-iation, is strongly opjK>.s(‘d to it. Then the 
British Indian Association, 1 find, is also opjxised to it, as also the 
Marwari ChamW of (\>mmerce. Then I find ]>i’. S. (\ Banorji, the 
President of the Tribunal, who lias no landed interest in Calcutta, is 
also opposc'd. I also find Mr. ShrosbrtM^, who has no lundisl int(‘rest in 
Calcutta, who is an exivrt, and who was the Chief Valuer of the 
Calcutta Improvement Trust, is strongly opfiosed to it. d'lius, it apixmrs 
that most of the leading men of Caleutta and most of tin leading jmblic 
bcnlies of Calcutta are strongly opixised to the' extension of tlu' Act. 
I find that the Kuroixuiu AsstK-iation supports it, but it consists of 
those gentlemen who generally form tln^ tenants and who are vitally 
interested. But that Association has expressed its opinion to the effect 
that the removal of this Act would be an incentive to tin* construction 
of new buildings in (Vlcutta. Then the National IdbiTal League is 
opposed to it. But I find (hat the Bengal (’hamher of Comnu*rce. which 
consists of praidical men of business and which consists of the holding 
inhabitants of (^ilcutta, has expressed itself to the effect that an impiiry 
should be made into tiie jneuuit l ircunistances, and unless and until an 
inc|uirv is made that Cliamher cannot be ex|H‘cte(l to submit its (>i>inioii. 
This suggc'stion i.s a rcuisonable one. 1 think if it is di'sirable to jmss this 
Bill, before that is done, a committee shouhl be appointed by Govern- 
ment, representing tin* vi(‘ws of all sects and communities of (’alcutta. 
The Marwari Trades Association is in favour of the Bill, hut it haft 
admitted that circumstances have materially altered since the yeat 

1920. 

It has been stated by Mr. Forrester that a landlord may Ix^ regardcxl 
as a public utility company. If that be the case, what about the 
Calcutta Tramways Coini>any? Is it not a fact that that Company has 
increased its fares and that its rates are much higher than those in 
Bombay and Madras? TTien take the case of the Calcutta Klectric 
Supply Corporation. Has it not increased its rates by 30 per cent. ? 
Has not the Bengal Telephone Coraiwiny increascnl its rates by 75 per 
cent.? What has my esteemed friend, Mr. Campbell Forrester, done 
to reduce tb^ rates? It may lie said^that electricity is a luxui^, 
it has become a necessity of life; and in a commercial town, Wmch 
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Calcutta undoubtedly is, the telephone is also a ncHjessity. It has been 
said that this Act will f^iwe relief fo the i>oor. I bt'g to associate my- 
self with this consideration for the poor, but I may be allowed to say 
that the English Act up])Jies to holdings the rental of whieh is only £70 
jjer annum w’hich corresponds to about Its. 80 i)er month. As a matter 
of' fact I find that in 90 per cent, of tlie cas(*s, applications are made 
for relief by jK'isons, the rent of whose holdings is more than lls. 50 per 
inonsem. So, it apt>earK that only the rich are being benefited thereby 
and not the iK>or as alleged. 

My friend wants to give a lesson to the landlords of Calcutta. I 
think that he^ means the dishonest landlords and I am in full sympathy 
with him. There are. dishon(‘st landlords and there is not the slightest 
doubt ahotit it, but is that the reason why honest landlords should be 
imnisbed? 'I’liere may be black sh(‘c]) and t]n*re are black sheep in 
every herd, but what about the dishonest tenants of Calcutta? May I 
ask what steps are going to b(‘ taken to give a lesson to the dishonest 
tenants of Cab'uttu? Is it not a fact tliat some of the tenants, after 
taking a lease u/ider writtcm iontract.s witli tlndr landbnds, sublet the 
rooms to others, realize the rent in full fiMun them and when asked to 
pay the rent agreed upon, apply to the Kent Conlrollei to fix the standard 
rent and reduce the inte of rent, and aft(‘i, say, five or six months when 
the Kent Controller (*alls upon them to ))a\ Iln^rtMit, tli(‘y go away. When 
the landlord after instituting a suit, g(‘<s a (h‘(iee juissed in his favour 
and g(K^s to (‘xecute it, In* finds ^jnly fuiiiitnre wlnVli iloes not belong 
to the tiMiants but are liir<*d. So I suggest that if any stej)s are taken 
to give a lesson to the disbomvst landlords, some steps sliould also be 
taken to teach a h'sson to the dishonest tenants of ('abnitta. 

What J object to is artificial control, whatever the object might 
be. I am strongly in favour of natural control because T am sure that 
artificial control has led and will lead to coiruption. I have some 
exjHM’ience of lice Intsirless. 1 find that when restrictions were imposed 
on the exi)ort of rice, the price was very high, but when the exj)ort wa.s 
allowed tin* ]>rice came down. What is the reason? Because the ai'ea 
under cultivation has increased. Take the (‘ase of coal. There were 
n'strjctions on the supply of waggons for the transport of coal from the 
collieries to Cahutta and also on the export of coal; the price of coal 
was high hut as soon as those restrictions were removed by Government 
the price came down at once. What is the reason? The proprietors 
of collieries were afraid -of these restric tions and increased the raisings 
as soon as these restrictions were withdrawn. Now the supply is more 
than the demand with the natural result that price has gone down. 

It will api)ear from (government reports that the rent of houses went 
up only 9 per cent, during the years 19K1 — 17, whereas the price of coel 
during the same |)eriod went up by 168 per cent., kerosene oil 53 per 
celit# ,and s\igar 88 per cent. Sugar may he a luxury but kerosene oil 
k ft B^ssity. May I ask what stops were taken by Government 
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^l^uce the price of kerosene oili' Absolutely none. Then as re^yards 
eloih, when the price went up materially althoug:h leprcsentation after 
representation were made to (jovernment, jio ste|Vs were taken. I am 
really sorry to say that Government were nfiaid of the Mancliester Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order I We are not now discussin^^* the 
derelictions of (lovernment. We are diseiissiiifr the merits of 
#Mr. Campbell Forrester’s Kent Kill. 

BabU AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Thank you! 1 admit that there is 
an apprehension that as soon as the control is taken away, the rent will 
go up. I admit that it would go uj>, but it would lust onl\ tor a few weeks 
or a feAv montli, because as so<m as this control is taken away, the land- 
holders of Calcutta will erect additional buildings. The supplN of build- 
ings wdll be more and the rent will come down. That w'as the case in 
the matter of godow iis. Godowns have Ikvu e\em]>le(l from the ()|K*ra- 
tions of the Calcutta Kcuit Act and when there was a great congestion 
of goods in Calcutta, th(‘ rent of godowns was very higii or rather prohi- 
bitive, but b<ft(*ause thcuc' aic* no rc'strictions on tin* rcMit of godow’iis, the 
landlords of Calcutta elected a vcuy large* mimb(‘r of godowns in Cal- 
cutta. The result is tliat the supply is more than the demand and 
the rent of godowns has conn* dow^n. I have some' sad ex]H*rienee in 
the case of godowns in (Tietla. Not withstanding the fad tlial the 
exjiort of rice has been resumed and notwithstanding the fact that the 
rice business has materially improved, most of the godowns at Chetla 
are vacant and they cannot Is* l(*t out even after a n‘duction of 50 per 
cent. rent. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not quite follow that argument. I do not 
know* w'liether you are proposing to suggest tliat |H*<)pl(‘ should go and 
occupy *g^)d(>w ns instead of dwelling houses. I dd not perceive the 
relevancy of that. 

BabU AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Godowns are now excluded from 
the ojx^rations of the Calcutta Rent Act. It has been suggested in the 
Bill under di.scussion that even godow'ns should he iiwliided. I submit 
that the remedy will l>e worse than the disease. ITiis (juestion was gone 
into by a Committee in the year 1920 befqre the enactment of this law, 
a Committee which was ap|K>inted by Government, a ('ornmiCee which 
consisted of 14 memlK*rs, 9 of wlioin w*ere EuroiK*4ins, a (’(uiiniittee wdiich 
consisted of only three landlords. Now let us see wliat is the opinion 
that has been expressed by this ('ommittee. This Committee exjuessed 
the opinion to the effect that there was no necessity for the Iient Act 
: ju tid stated if it was enacted into law thA result would he disastrous, and 
fibat it wouli interfere with the erection of buildings. I a/lmit^ that 
H number of new buildings have siiKo been erected but had there been 
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no Ewt Act, the number of such buildings would have materially gone 
tip. The remedies suj^gestcHl are as follows : — * 

As regards the notice of quit, it is to be increased from 15 days to 
three months. ^ 

-nu T*^**\, tl>at the suburban areas should be developed. 

That 18 being done by the Calcutta Improvement Trust, of which I have 
the honour to be a member. They have developed Bhowanipore and 
Beltollah and (^ned out a number of roads and a large number of 
buildings have been erected. Rome of them are still vacant. ' 

A« to the accommoilation of the poor, I am very glad to inform you 

that the Calcutta Corporation has already taken the initiative in this 
matter. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You have reached your time-limit 
better read the last sentence. 


You had 


ih ^ -bmit is 

that It wou d lie a cruelty and an injustice to the landlords if this Act 

were extended, and that the remedy .suggested by my frieml would be 
worne than the disease. 

of public nieetings that lia.s been held and from the number of letters 
in the daily pres.s that we hre dealing with a subject of extreme 
interest to the public, and naturally so, for it affects every section 
of the community To civilised man, a lodging, a roof ove^ hie head 
18 a necessity, and if it .-aii be shown that the number of houses avail- 
able 18 owing to the action of the landlords, not lH>ing placed at the 
disposal of the community »t large, I think that it would be in no 
way ou^ide the province of ({overnment to step in and adjust the situa- 
tion. With tins ob.ie<H in view the pre.sent Rent Act was passed .in 1920 
and again, with this object in view, Mr. Campbell Forrester is intro^ 
ducing his Bill to carry on the present Act as amended by him. Now 
are we satished that conditions are such as to justify legislation *> The 
tenants, being tenants, say. “ yes." The landlords, being landlords 
eijually of course, say, "no.” -ITie landlords maintain tLt there is 
no ^on occasion^ by any profiteering on their part for the continuance 
of legislation, although they readily admit delinquencies on the part 
of their own tenants subletting to other tenants. In my opinion, Sis 
Counbil, which must obviously keep an open mind in the matter is not 
at present in imssession of sufficient information to justify our savinir 
one way or the other, whether we consider that the Rent Act should ^ 
continued. Human nature being what it is. it is not inconceivable that 
we, even we, as legislators, may be inclined to view this question from 
^e ^ngle of vision either of a tenant or a landlord as the case may be 
Obviously there is much to be laid on both sides. The Bengal Ghamher 
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ot Commerce were, as Babu Amulya Dhone Addy said, consulted ia this 
matter. We were avsked to give our opinion to Government on the 
Bill and the proposal that we have made is that Government should 
be asked to appoint at once a small committee to report w’hether in the 
opinion of that committee the continuation of this legislation is neces- 
sary. We asked Government at the same time, in the event of the 
reply of that committee being in the affirmative, to pledge itself tof^ 
introduce a Bill with the least jK>ssible delay, for it schmiis to us that 
it should not be left to a private member to intnxluce a Bill on a matter 
of such paramount interest to the community at large. I would, there- 
fore suggest to Government that they should accept the proposition 
which has been put iij) by the Bengal Chamber of ('ommerce, and in the 
event of their agreeing to do so, I would ask Mr. (\nn]>hell Forrester 
to consider whether he will not consent to withdraw hi.s Bill. He has 
told us that ho has only introdmasl the Bill lunause (lovernment took 
no action in the matter. That l)eing so, I have little doubt that he 
may see his way to fall in witli my suggestion. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: In 1920, the situation in 
regard to building accommodation in Calcutta was this. Fw many years 
past, the expansi(m of the city had not kept ]«\(*e with the needs of the 
population. Furtlier, during the war, building oiwations had been, 
reduced to a minimum owing to a variety of causes. To add to these 
difficulties, the destructive activities of the Improvement Trust created 
a further sliortage in liouse aiuommodation. The cumulative effect of 
all these causes was that scarcity rents took the place of economic rents. 
And the evil was greatly aggravated by the fact that considerable landed 
property in Calcutta |>asHed into the hands of a n(‘w class of land- 
lords who, as the result of a “ boom,” having jnirchased such property 
at exc(M*(lingly high prices, demanded abnormally high rents from their 
tenants. These were the circumstances which led to the fiassing of th«> 
Rent Act, and its object, as .set forth in the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons, was ” to tide over the lime ” that must elapse before the 
supply of houses was ecpially to the demands. 

Let us now’ consider the situation as it is at the present moment. 
The temporary conditions, namely, those created by the war and the 
artificial ” boom ” have disapi)eared. but the more [Kjrmanent condi- 
tions still subsist to a considerable extent. The city of (’alcutta is not 
expanding rapidly enough, and the demolishing operations of the Cal- 
cutta Improvement Trust have not yet ceased. The ultimate solution 
of the problem lies a.s we all know, in adjusting the supply of building 
accommodation to the demand for it. liVe must, therefore, so direct 
our efforts as to either increase the number of houses or to decrease the 
demand for them ; I believe, we shall have to resort to both these remedies. 
Ha expansion of the city should be our primary concern. The establish- 
. meiit of co-operative building societies will also he a move in the right 



52fi CAT^FTTA IlENt BiLt. . [Bni P*B. 

direction. No step should be taken which may hare the effect ol dis- 
couraging the investment of capital in house property. It is also 
absolutely essential that the Improvement Trust should turn their atten- 
tion to constructive efforts iri the outlying parts of the city and in the 
suburbs. Destruction, it is true, is easier than construction; but what- 
ever may have been flie la(;lies of this body in the past, let us hope that 
*their future activities will Iw^ f>f a more beneficent character. The adop- 
tion of these measureH is huk^ to result in greatly increasing the supply of 
houses. As regai’ds a decrease in the future demand for houses, improve- 
ment in the sanitary condition of the neighbouring towns and villages 
and the development of facilities of communication will have a salutary 
effect in (‘becking the movement of the ])opuhition of (Vlcutta and this 
will be a boon both to this city and to the small towns and villages. 
It will help to reli(*ve the congestion of the city and to stimulate the 
normal growth of rural life. 

The (iuestion of buildijig accommodation in ('alcutta is thus inti- 
mately connected with tin* (|U(‘stion of imjnovenient of the surround- 
ing districts. It is urgeidly iiecessary to lay dowji a comprehensive 
programme for this purjxjse. But the execution of such a programme 
will take time. In the iiKuinwhile, some classes of people will 
require temporary relief. Tlu* operation of economic laws may quite 
'^justifiably be interfen'd with in s|H'cial ('ircunislances. But the s(*ope 
of such interfenmce ouglit to be strictly limited. Prot(‘cti(>n is now 
claimed by two classes of th(‘ community — the one rii li and tlie other ]X)or. 
The former consists merely of Kurojiean merchants and well-paid 
officials, and the other comprises tlie jmorer se(*tion of the Indian com- 
munity. it ought to Ih‘ our attempt to do justice to all (das.ses. The 
business maxim of the EurojK'un merchants is to buy in tlie cheapest 
market and to .sell in the dearest. Cun they, with any show of reason, 
appeal to us to interfere with (Honomic laws in order that th(>>y may be 
specially benefited y N^r liave the offic ials who draw fat salaritts any 
good grounds for comjdulnt. It is not niy intention to make a racial 
question of it here. But 1 do maintain that those who look at this 
question as at alnuxst all other (|nestions, from the standjxyint of their 
own narrow self-interest, who come to this country a.s mere birds of 
passage and go hac'k to their native land with their wings heavily laden 
with spoils, have no right to demand siXH'ial treatment at our hands. 

Mff lit CAMPBiELL pORRESTER: Is the gentleman in order in 
saying that the Euroi)enn merchants go home laden with spoils? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am not prej^cred to judge on a question of 
taste. That must be left to the hon’ble member. I can only say that 
he does not seem to be out of order. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: The poor occupiers ^ of 
dwellint^houses, however, whose incomes are small and liabilities ^ 
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do deserve the sympiithy of the CouTioil. I am of opinion that 
tmtil normal conditions return, |HH)r tenants oujrht to he protected. 
The Eiifflish Acts, which showed the way to the introduction of the 
Calcutta Bent Act, were desi^nejl to j>rote(‘t j>oor jH'ople and their scope 
is limited. Tliere is no reason why we should not follow the principles 
of those Acts in this icspei l. 


Tlie Bill before us dmvs not indicate the way to a real solution of the 
problem. It has hc*en introduc ed for the sian ial benefit a section^ of 
the community whicdi does not re<|uire protcntioii, It sec‘ks to perj)e- 
tuate many of the anomalies of the (‘xistinjj; Ac‘t and to create new difticul- 
ties. I, therefore, feed hound to oppose the ^‘cond rcaidiiifr of the Bill. 
But I shall deem it my duty to lend my supj>ort to an> well-considered 
measure whicli may he lu’ou^ht forward to give protection to tlie jioorer 
sections of the c'ommunity. 


Dr. JATINORA NATH MOITRA; I rise to sui.iKiit the Bill of my 
friend, Mr. Camphcll Foircstei. It was only a f»‘w daysa^^o that I came 
to hear of a Ihiit^u'an mcMciiant residinjr in (1ic)\Miii^dic(‘ who was inly- 
ing a rent ot Bs SOtl jhm month, luit who has aliciuK Im'cii tlirealt*n»*d 
by his landlord that a sinn of Its. ‘l.r'lOO w ill he a^kecl fi'om liim if the llent 
Act is wiliidiawn. Sir, I j)crsonally live' in a icmiIcmI hou>c*, so that the 
difficulties cjf a man living in a rented house arc' (jiiite known to me. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: May 1 rise to a point « f onlerY 
Is tlie lic'n’hle inemher in order in jieiamhulating wliile sj>c‘aking!^ 

Mr, PRESIDENT : ,{ ’(‘itainlv the memher should not )K‘raiuhulate. 
If Dr. Moitra were playing on a bagpipe he could perambulate ( l/iughter)> 
but as he is addressing the Chair he should stand still while lie is doing so. 


Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: 1 bow to youi decisic i, Sir. 
(Loud laughter.) 

The relation tliat subsists between myself and my landlord is 'who^t 
is called a c'ordial one, but in spite of this cordiality of fading and in 
spite of the existence cd the Rent Ac t, my rent has been incrcnisc'd three 
times during the last ;^lin‘e years. Simply hec-ause 1 did nc;t like to 
dance attendance at the Itent Controller’s Court, that was the reason 
why my landlord found it easy to increa.se my rcuit eveiy year. Sir, 
with tlie universal trade depression and the post-war juices of the neces- 
saries of life, j>c)or pco[)le living in rented houses are already on the 
verge of ruin, and if the (h)unc'il do not extend tc> them a helping hand, 
a horrible .state of affairs is not far distant. Sir, J am a inc'dical man, 
as all the meml)ers of the (’ouncil know, and I have opjwtunities of 
seeing the^ondition of life of the iKM)ple in rented houses from a medical 
point of view. The Calcutta Improvement Trust, no doubt, aim at 
opening up squares and good roads, etc., to improve the health of Uie 
peofde, but fhe state M affairs now; is that there is more oVercr<!wdi«g 
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in individual hounes than it wa« ten years ago. There is anoiher 
aspect of the question which affects the people of Bengal who observe the 
purdah system. We all know that our ladies who observe the purdah 
do not like to liye in a house side by side with p(*ople whom they do 
not know mufdi about, and to whose character they take exception. 
But they have' got no means to prevent the occupation of those parti- 
cular rooms in the house, or portions of the house by people with objec- 
tionable character so hmg as the landlord goes on extorting an exorbitant 
rata from them. 1 know of hundreds of instances w'here a very undesir- 
able state of affairs is often bi ought about by tenants of the same house 
who are alien in religion, caste, and in other resi>ects. 

Not being placed in the fortunate position of a landlord, the reasons 
advaiK^ed by Raja Reshee (’as<* Law' and Bahu Amulya Dhone Addy do 
not upf»eal to me. On the one hand w'e find landlords grumbling for 
not being able to put a baiter round the nc('ks of the p>or tenants, and 
on the other w'e find r(‘.s|H‘(’ table people — p'ople of whom fortune has 
not showered her favours- having to stare in order to meet the land- 
lords’ rupa<‘ity. I’o w'hom will the tenants look for deliverance from 
this state of affairs, if not to this Legislative (.^mm il, the so-called repre- 
sentatives of Bengal? I pause for a reply. If tin* Rent Act is now 
withdraw'!! (Government will have to re<*kon with overwhelming discon- 
tent, the eonHe(|uenee»s of which may Ik* serious to the country. I appeal 
to the landlords ami the (’ouncil inemlM*rs here n(!t to do anything which 
will ulienatc the sympathy of their less fortunate brethren. 1 appeal 
to them to come to a hotter understanding and render mutual help. 

With these W'ords, \ lK*g to support the Bill of my friend^ Mr. Cam])- 
hell Forrester. 

Rai' FAN INDRALAL DE Bahadur: It is a well-known saying that 
one indulgence leads to anoth(‘r, oin* wrong lt‘ads to another, and one 
crime leads to another. The att<unpt of Mr. (’{inipbell Forrester to rush 
in where angels fear to (read, is only an illustration of this principle. 
It would lie hardly an exaggeration to say thijt the existing Rent Act 
is a dejmrture from all known <'anons of pditical s^ituiee. Such departure 
may lie justifieil in exceptional circumstanees and in exceptional cases 
and if undertaken aftiu- a careful prtdiminarv examination; it is well- 
known that no examination w’ortli the name was held before the present 
Act was launched into existence. 

The (Goverujuewt of the day was stam{>eded into passing this legis- 
lation at the instance of w'hoin ? At the instance of those, some of 
whom were making fahulou.s fortunes in war profiteering and who are 
well able to hold their own against any class of landlords. It was 
certainly not undertaken for the benefit of the iKH>r, it made no secret 
about it. It openly and unashamedly provided that the humble dwel* 
lew of our busteei and kintals might be turned adrift without any 



ens^ticm, without any provision as to where they might take * 
>r, in cwrder that theee might be turned into homes for the 

That was the consideration shown to the poor, and what about 
dher poorer classes in the northern |»art of the city? Did the 
>r8 of this legislation satisfy themselves whether these humble 
would be able to protect their own interest? Were they ]>rovided 
an easily accessible Tribunal and rommitt4M»s which would dis- 
of their cases without the exiiensive and lengthy formalities of the 
Am I not right, therefore, in asserting that the Act was mmle 
be benefit of the rich and not of the iHK)r? We were not the only 
try in the world which suffered owing to the war. Wo were not 
►niy country in the world which suffere<l for the shortage of houses, 
the Government iK>int out to us any country in the world which 
jought by legislation to restrict rent of even the Inimblest places 
isinesa or shops? Will the (bnernment imint, out t<v us any coun- 
n the w’orld which has legislated any Act for tlio benefit of the 

n London, w'hose wealth compar<il to that of Calcutta is like the 
of the sun ti) that ot the earth, they legislated only for dwelling 
es with an annual rental of which was suhstMiuently raised to 
May I ask tlie (l(^ve^nlnent whul is the class of tenants in 
utta that could be compared to the tenants In Ijondon who are pro- 
•d by the law? The> could only l)e compared to the UMuints in 
hystres and to whom our law gave no protection. Were 

[jfovernmeut aware, when tlu*y framed this legislation, of the pfo* 
►ns of the Knglish law? Were they aware that where the English 
restricted lent, it also restricted the rate of interest on mortgages 
prohibiteil the mortgages being realized? Will the Government 
ain why tin* landlord was singled out as the sole victim? Why 
^ the tenants of the higge.st business placw allowcnl to freely 
it^r and to earn distiin tions and decorations out of the money 
ng from the [xior, when the cost of the necessarie.s of life had risen 
learly 2(M) cent, and while the (lovernment itself was offering 
e the rate of interest on their own w'curities Will the Govem- 
t be pleased to explain why the landlords weie alone fi>rced to main- 
their rent at pre-war rates which would cover less than half the 
of pre-war recpiisities and why the middle men were exempbid, and 
were these middle men? Were they not mostly tenants in Euro- 
1 quarters who were making huge profits out of the restrictions 
osed on the landlords by the law? Am T not right, therefore, in 
rting that legislation was undertaken for those special classes , which 
& always been able to squeeze as much as possible from the poor 
to giyo aa little as possible in return. I have referred to some of 
wrongs which were inflicted on the landlords as a class 

tbe thougbtlessnes.s with which the present law was undertaken. 

• • • ’ 



530 


CALCUTTA BENT BILL. 


[8th 


« * 

^ The Bill bcfare us seeks to perpetuate all the evil features of the pi^ 
sent Act, even to the extent of maintaining the Rent Controller's Court 
whieh has not eseaijed the common fate of dilatoriness and expenses 
which dog all our Couits. 


It is iKissihle that our brethren from the mufassal will not feel as 
we do; bui I am sure they will lie no jmrties to Leninism lieing intro- 
dm'ed in Caleufta in a form unknown even in Euro]>e, except probably 
in Russia. I would ask them to licar in mind that they have greater 
inierests at stake in the miifassal than the siK>cial tenant class in Cal- 
cufta for whose benefit Mr. Cumplsdl Forrester has introduced this Bill. 
On all these grounds, 1 u^k tin* (/oiincil to reject the Bill. 


Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: 1 deeply regret that I cannot 
find my uay to supiiort the luopo.sal of my hou’hh* friend, Mr. Campbell 
Forrester, for extending the life of the i)res(‘nt Rent Act lor another six 
yeaiM (jr even three years. 1 am ind one of tliose who.arc pieinned to 
question the motive m\ hon’hle tiiend in hiin^Nug this motion before 
the House, for I do lealize and I do believe that he ha> takt*n this resium- 
sihility ujion liimsclf only with a view to hefj> the tenants because he 
thinks that help is necessary. Sir. to explain my iMisition with regard 
to this legislation that is now before us, I havi* got to make a few 
ohservalums. 1 must [uemisc my remarks by saying tliat 1 have a 
dual capacit.N here; I shall s[H-ak both as ClminmmOi the Calcutta Cor- 
poration ami also in my cajiacity as a private* citizen of tins great town. 

As ('huirman of the Calcutta Cor[>()ratio!i, I shall W tailing in my 
duty if I <lo not offer the strongest jN>ssihle opposition to the* le*gisla- 
tioiMhal is imw proposeMl Iwteue us. Apart Ireun the qiu'stion of desir- 
ability. the* iiicide‘nce of this Ae t is so harmful tei the* interest of the 
city funds that it is my eluty to offer neithing Imt the* most uneeiuiviK'al 
opposition to its preqiosed extension. The first ami the nmst imiH^rtant 
reason for my deeing the same is that the e‘xiste*nce of sec tion 2<> of the 
Rent Act is a soiiiec of sciious loss^ to the CiuiMuution funds. This sec- 
tion cominds us to as.scss houses not acceirding to the reasonable rates— 
which we are <‘ntitle'd to do under .see-tion LM of the ('^alcuttu Muni- 
cipal Act --hut acceuding te» what is suppose*el to l)e the staudardixed 
rent, ami this ilepii\es the t oi|)oratieni of its just elues to a great extent 
I have also to tell you that another s(Hirc<‘ of loss that arist»s on 
account of this ms that tlicre are hundreds of instances- which we see 
almost eveiy \ear H>f unlndy alliances l)etwtM*n the landlord and the 
so-called tenant who bring about, In'tween themselves, some si>rt. of 
what you may cull the setth'd rent, and the result of that unholy allianee 
or combination is that the Corixiration is defrauded of its just due and 
between the landlord and the tenant they enjoy the benefit. 

Mr. HUSEYN 8HAHEEO BUHRAWARDY: Under the Act? 
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l^oeA on* As ft matter of fart a far large amount is passing between 
them all the time, while the city funds have been legitimately defrauded 
of their just dues. Though we have the fullest knowledge we cannot 
do anything as our hands aie paralyzed on account of the existence of 
section 2(). 

Then* I may say that the loss to the (\)r|Hiratiou comes t<> some* 
where about thrcH' to foui lakhs of rvijavs a >ear. 

Another reason why 1 ohi«vt to the Bill on behalf of the ('orporation 
is that there is a considerable anumnt 4)f los> that tlie (\)r|HUtition is 
suffering on account (.f tlic abNcncc of building aitivilics to an ade- 
quate extent owing to the cxisteiici' of this Act. It bus been said 
by many of inv fiieinU here and in\ countrymen outside that the 
Rent Act niak<‘s no diffeiencc and has not in tin' bnist affecled the 
building a('tiviti(*s of tins great citv and things of that kind. Sir, I 
am in this u?if<irtvinate po>ition tiiat I know a little more of the fa(*ts 
than many otln'r men 1 ha^e heen co!n|H*lb*<l to know them — and'know- 
iiig them, 1 have not tin' lea^t hesitation in saving thiil in tin* town, of 
Calcutta, hnihliiig acliMtv is certainK not going on to that extent as 
it should h(‘. The figures an', roughlv speaking, that in 1919-20 there 
were 090 new houses - I am h'H\ing out alterations to existing buddings; 
in 1920-21 there were OSo ; and in 1921-22, No doubt t!iere was 

an iiiereas(* liut this incn'ase was dm* (jnl\ to tin* fact that such a huge 
numlu’T' of hoiist's had gift to he <lismantle<l owing to tlie o)s*i'ations of 
the Im])rov»*ment Tiust. It is a well-known faet that in s]»ite of the 
number of plots of land on tin* miles and mib*s of new roadwa\H made 
))\ the Corporation ami the lmpro\«*meiit Trust jointly, most of the land 
is still l>ing vioaiit withoul anv hous(*s la'intr built upon it, and that 
is a souice (d smious loss to the Coi poration. It is obvious that bouses 
have n(»t been built on these \a<ant lands hirgel> heeause landlords are 
very nervous. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWAR0Y: Not at all. It may 
he alx)ut 20 iier rent, of them. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: M y friend gets annoyed. He 
is a man who is the first to <dijeet to anything without knowing it. He 
is a man who knows no facts alsmt this at all; be does not know how 
much land is lying vaeant ami to what extent the Cor[K)ratioD is suffer- 
ing. All these farts arc not known to him. He does not know what 
is the total number of applit atiohs for new premi.ses we have received; 
all these facts are not known to him and he shouts and objects. 

There are» however, few landlords, I admit, of the more hopeful 
type who have built houses, but by far the larger number dread the 
the Act and they harbour a feeling of distrust aud anxiety 
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because they know that the higest officials of Government are tenania. 
From the circumstances I have mentioned, the conclusion is irresis- 
tible tSat people are anxious to buy lands, though not to the same 
extent as l)efore, as land-value is going down in Calcutta. Though my 
friends may not know it, it is a fact that there are far less houses being 
put up than there are vacant lands. We are losing in two opposite, 
ways. It is indeed a very serious loss in the remission of rates to 
the extent of 75 per cent, on a lower and purely rental assessment of 
the vacant lands on the one hand, and on the other, it has compelled 
the Corporation to go on sj^ending a very large amcmnt of money for 
looking after all the muniripal amenities, without (here l)eing an ade- 
<|uate return for them. Between these two sources of loss we are losing 
about two or three lakhs of rujK'^^s. There is another source from which 
there is serious loss of our revenues and that is from our markets — one 
t>f the institutions, of which the CorjKmition is proud which helps to 
keep down the rates — and tliere we find that we are losing nothing less 
than to the extent of about 2 lakhs of nifxM's owing to the existence of 
the Act. 

Then, again, I would draw attcmtion to another fK>int -these are 
IK>ints which may not occur to my friends as they are not concenied 
with them — and that is the (piestion of assessment. Under the law 
the asst^ssment is made for . six years. Din ing the last three 
years, half of ('alcutta 1ms hemi ass(*ssed and in that we have lost 
on account of the staiidardiziMl rent ninl in not ladiig allowed to assess 
the reasonable rent urtder section 151 of the Calcutta Municipal Act. If 
this Act is extended for another three years then the result >vill be that 
w’e shall have to suff<*r for those three years, as well as for suidi time 
of the next six years during which the standardized nmt will remain in 
force. This is a very serious jirohlem to the (^irporatirm and this is a 
(piestion wdiich those who are in (diarge of legislation, and the Hon'ble 
the Minister for laHul Self-Government ought to consider; for I can 
UHure this House that you cannot with imjmnity, overl(K>k the lieessity 
for hel[>ing the city funds to grow. And if you do all these 
things, wdml wdll then be the n»sult ? We shall be forced to niise the 
rates, and there is no i|nestion alnuit that. With all the commitments 
that have, viz., the huge expenditure for water-works, the threatened 
exi>endituie on the Bidyadhari (although we are not at fault but it is 
the Government’s fault), and which we are already incurring, if you 
add anything to them, by way of extending this Act for any num!)er of 
years, then the irresistibh' (’onclusion is that the rates must he raised 
and all the efforts’of the Commissioners of the Corimnition made to keep 
the rates down as low as ixissihle will be of no avail. 

There is another point in connection with the matter and that is, 
on whom thivS increment will fall with the greatest bardsbipP Is it "bn 
tbe rich or on the jioor? A large jiercentago of the people livb in butat 



CAIX^UTTA RENT BILL. 


m 


1923 .] 

amongst the rest about 80 per cent. i>uy rents not excee<Hng Rs. 40 per 
month. These are the i)eople about whom it is tlitticult to cite even a 
stray instance, and from the inquiries Mr. (’amjdndl Fom»ster has made 
in this direction he has not Ikhui able to find out whether these people 
have to do anything with the Bent Act. These are tin* jHM)ple who will 
1)6 the hardest hit, if in ])la(‘e of <nir present rate, viz., ItU |X*r cent, we 
are compelled to rai.M* it to 21 |>er rent. oi even higher. These are the 
points we should (onsider. Aie vou going to h<d]» the poorer seetion of 
Calcutta — or is it ht'<aii>ea ilemand is made without understanding the 
situation thoroughly and witliout going into these eronoiniral (juestions, 
if you jump up and say: exttuid (he Act — will ym ii(»l In* hurting those 
very jxxir fH*ople wh(>s<* intiuests \ou profess so much to sjiteguaid? 
Then only one word about a( coniniodation. 1 do not want to say that 
the accoininHtlatKUi is all that it should he or that tluMc is no ai'commo- 
dation; 1 leav(‘ that to the House to dtH ide 1 ha\e got muuc tigures 
(I do not know whctluu' I shall have the tinu* to go into (henit, whndi 
are accuiate for all piiutual puijsiscs Fnuii the Coiptualion records 
it ai»ix‘ars that the number oi \acant bous(‘s for wlin h \vt* have got notice 
(tlieie an* in iai t luon* vacant houses than we get notiia* oft lu the thinl 
([Uartei of lb2t)-2l was l.tll, in the third quarter 1^21-22, 1 ,:>:)}f, and 
in the thinl ((uailcr of l!)22-2-t 2,2t»l. The numlx*!* ot vaiant houses 
has steadiK jnereased in tin* last two \ears liom 1.111 to 2.2bl and T 
leave it to the mcnibcis to diaw their own <omlusion. ' 

It is ioi all these leasoiis ami otheis, too many to Ik* mentioned now, 
that 1 have jjot to sironglv opjHist* any extension of the Act. 

Now, Sii, 1 addiess mvsill to the question fiom the ]»onit of view of 
an ordinal V citizen of this great town. I must pietaee my remarks by 
saving that 1 am not a landloid as f live in mv tatlu*! s house without 
paving .mv lent to aiivlxMlv d heii*i<M’e, m\ pu^ition is to a eertain 
extent the ]Mi,sitl(ni of a ta.\-paver. Inun tiiat position I call quite 
reuliz^' that so fai as tin* laiidbuds are eoneeined, there i.s foiisiderablo 
foice in some oi llieir (“ontent ions, namelv . that tins Art is meant to 
lK*iialise onlv the lamllonls; it is unjust and inmiuitous. Whs, of all 
men, |H*nalise one siMtion (d the eommunitv It the purchasing powder 
of the iuiK‘e has gone down, it has gone down for the landlords as well 
;is for the tenants. If the prices of articles have gone up of late, the 
landlord has to pav higher pines as has the tenant. 1 ho butcher, the 
milkman, the mof// - -evc‘rv om* want.s higher rate’s both from the land- 
lords and the* tenants as well Fublic* utilitv cM»m]mnies aiv charging 
higher rate.s every dav. If the landloid has got to submit to tbew 
higher rates, what fairm*ss is (his on the part of any bcwly to say that, 
of all per.sons, it is the landlord who sliould Ik* IkmiikI o\<*r never to 
charge more? Dmtor’s fei*s have become double. 1 am a lawyer my- 
self and know that lawyer's fees have* become Courfold. Other pro- 
fessional men, such as Engineers, ('^wisulting I^ngineers,. etc., aro 
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*aNkirif 2 ^ for double fees or more. Profiteering is going on all over the 
country in every direction. Is it the jx)or landlord that has got to be 
l)Ourid over only l)ecauftt* he has invested moie money and his only fault 
is that he had invested money to help townsmen in getting some sort 
of shfdtor? 

[Here the member reached the time-limit, but was allowed to con* 
elude his si)e<sdi. ] 

One minute more and I urn done. 1 must say that looking at the 
(lUestion from tlie tenant’s ]M)int ol vi(‘\v then* an^ some landlords with 
mischi<*vous jn-opensities against whom the jKKMer section re<|uire some 
protection, {Hear, hear.) Thei-e aie men amongst the landlords 
who treat (ln*ir teiiards in a perfectly heartless way and the.se things 
liave got to he put an etid to. What I hunildy submit is that this Act 
as it is proj)(vse<l eaniiot be accepted. Ha\e a (^)mmltt(H* by all means. 
Ask the ( jrov(‘rnni<‘nt to ufipoinl a Com mil tee- a t? uly i epiCNentative one — 
logo over the town, to iiujuire fiom the ri(lu*sl landlords and the jKHirest 
bmants, to impiin' from our (’oi poiat ion H*<‘oids. to imiuire from other 
public h(Kli(‘s as to wdiat is the i(*al state of things and what would Iw* 
a satisfae(o^^ legislation in Calcutta as lielueeii landloid ami teiiaut. 
No jerky h‘gislati(>ii, no panicky legislation, would lx* of any avail. It 
will only g(> t<^ maki* th(‘ relations lK*tw(‘eu landlord and tenant worse 
and Worse. 1, tlu'refore, op|>os<‘ this Hill, as ] am ix*rf<*ctlv sure that 
it will serve no useful pur|s>s<‘. 

[At this stage (4-50 c.m.i the TLm’ble the I’lc'^ideut left the (^hair.] 

Bsbu DEBI PR08AD KHAiTAN: Not imving a writt4*u speech in 
my hand. 1 do not pro|>o.se to inflict a leiigth\ liaraiigue on tlu‘ House. 
After what Mr. LaTigl'ord dames has ali'('ad\ pro]Mised it is not nei essaiT 
for me to. deliver a lengthy s[M*<M‘h I'he [lon’hle the Miihara jadhiraja 
Haluulur of Hurdwau, in introducing tlie pri'sent .\ct in tin* old Legis- 
lativi* Council, said that 4*\tra<ti<linar\ lircumstaiues leiiinred e.xtra- 
o/'dinary The (iov(‘rnment at that tiim* thought that (he {*ir- 

eumstane^'s in Calcutta were of such an extraordinary nature that nn 
(‘xtraordiuary nunedy in the shajH‘ of tin* piest*ut Kent .Act was re(|iiired 
to pndect the tenants from the greed of tin* landlords. 

The ([uestion that has now to he serio\isly eonsid<*red is this: whether 
the extraordinary (‘ireumstances that prevaih'd in lO'JO .still prevail, or 
wliether there has lH»en any alteration in thcKse conditions. If there 
has t>een any alt»*ration, the present Kent Act also recjuires alteration. 
The second consideration is whether a measure of this kind is neces- 
sary in the present state of the eountry. and whether the present Act 
has in any way helt>ed the discontinunnee of the conditions that existed 
in the year 1920. Sir, if any encroachment is to l)e made upon the 
o^'^Anary law of supply and demand, it is the duty of the legislators 
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to see that such legislation is J>as^e(^ as heI|K and not hinders the dis- • 
appearance of thovse extraordinary rii<‘iiiii,stjin(‘e> rtM]uinnf:r extraordin- 
ary remedies. The (lovernruent have jjfot to >ee that no elein»*nt is intro- 
duced into the present conditions wherein extiaordinary remedies are 
prolonged. 

Figures have been given to us hv the (’haiiinan of the Fulciitta (Vr- 
poratioTi from w'hich it uppear.s that the numher of viu'ant liouses in 
Calcutta is alKiut oO per cent, huger mnv than the\ were in The 

Rent Act, so far a> tlie mentalitv of the landloids i.s i-onriomsl, has, to 
no small extent, hindered the erei tiiui of new houses in (’aleiitta. The 
o|)erations of the ('aleuttn Impioviunent Tru^t as well as of tlie Cal- 
cutta Coi’iioral Ion liave also < out nhuted laigidv against th<' eun tion of 
new houses, lu these < n < uni-tama's it is \ei\ ma es.saiN tliat the (}o\- 
ernment should undeTtake th»' resj)oiisiliiHt\ and im|iiiie full\ into llie 
matter as has In'en sug-gested h\ Mr. I.angfonl .fames, -md 1 ho]s* that 
Mr. Camplndl fditesler will withdraw his piesiuit Hill and allow* (iov- 
ernment to appoint a (ominittee to go full\ into the matter aitd to 

hring before this House su< It pioposals as ma\ 1 k‘ neei'ssai v to do 

justice ]>oth to tlie landloids and th<‘ tenants of (’ah utla. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDOIN AHMED : 1 < ome {lorn th(‘ mufassal. 1 
have not had that sad expiMiemi* as ms tiiend l)i Moitra who lias stalial 
that in spite of tlx* (oidial relations lietween him and liis landlmd, the 
rent of his houst* is im leasing e\ei\ \eai. Hut I lia\e this exjieii- 

enc(* that whene\fM 1 tiled to i<‘nt a hous(*. I iound that tlx* I'ent was 

so ]m)hii)il i\e and then* wen* so man\ candidates joi tlx* house that it 
was im}>iissih}t* fm a man to sei iin* a house; it was pist like liiddiiig’ at 
an auction, then* wji- one t.indidate in the moining oltenng .i eeitain 
rent and aiiothei in the e\»‘ning olVeiing a higliei lent, and in this 
W’av the lu'st the l.indloid could <lo was to considiu the }iiglx*st otter 
ma(h*. I <lo mU think it i> the fault ot the laiidlonl if he coiisidei s the 
highest*bid, hut if is tlx* fault of fix* moiieved man who f|o<‘k to (’alcuttu 
from tlx* mufassal and ofVei tlie highest l.xl foi the lioiisi*. .\i \ fix'ixl, 
the Chaiiman of the t'aliutla (’oipmatxm, has gi\«-n vou tlx* figures in 
resjieet of tlx* vacant home.s, hut he luis not stated the numhci (d jicoph* 
who Jlive in rented houses. Thendoie. 1 am afiaul, tlie spi'i ial know- 
ledge of nn learned fiieixl. the (ban man of the f ’oi poi at ion , iloes txit 
hold water in tins augu>t A^semhh I sa\ that n(> sotnier a Ixuise is 
vueunt, it is oci iipx’il h\ anotlx*i js'ison whonlVei'> lr»])av a higlierreiit. 

I think that in tins city of (’.ih utta, if statistics aie taken, the fHoient- 
age of landlords would !a»f he nnue than 10 and the ]M*r(<*nlage of tlx* 
persons who rent hous<*s fioni the landlords would lie 00 or over. If 
that be W), the commone.st juiiu iple of political ei'onomy that the greatest 
good to the greatest numls*r sliquld prevail in regard to legislation as 
in every other mattei. It is not for the l)eix*fit of the smallest number 
of landlords Uiat this city of Calcutta has l)een built ; it is for ihf* 
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of the i>eople who inhabit this city. It is their comfort and 

convenience that every lejj^’islalion should look to. It is very bad on 
the part of the (’hairman of th(* Corporation to insinuate that the 
hi^lH‘st officials of ( joverninerit live \n rented houst^s. But do you know 
that the hij;-hest ofiicials of (nivcuimient p.n hij^hei rents than even the 
ricln^st men of this land ciaild [>av? They have an idea of comforts 
which ur^eA them to pay hiffhei lenl. I think it is a \ery sorry insinua- 
tion on the pall ot the Clnmrnaii of th<‘ Coi |K»rat ion. 1T(‘ then says that 
there will lx* a loss to the Coi j>oiat iiui it these Kuits are standardized. 
Widl, let that he, if it he for the ^'•ood to tln^ ^i’(,‘at(*st ninnhor. Then, 
as re^aids the jHMcenta^e of taxes, the Chairman sa\s it is only 19i 
]>er cent. But we should not o\eilo(;k tin- fad th.il in the new' Bill 

tin' pereen (aj.;‘e is proposed to bo raised to ‘jo p»M <eiit j A A trice : No; 

up to L’d {KO’cmit.] 'i’herefore. th)'. threat pul fi rw, nd h\ t he Chaii man 
of lh(‘ ( 'oi porat ion that the ta\e^ slxoihl i.e tuimmI fioni the juMU'est of 
tli(‘ pool’ does not Irold <,'•(,0(1. Then it has la'oi ‘^laled that the erection 
of new hiiihlini^’-s has b(‘en slow atul '•la/ k on loteiini (d this Bent Act. 
But I cafi assure wni, Sir, that p.ilatial l uildinps aK* iMun^- tueded in 
almost c\eio street. \Vc cannot dislieliete our own even and heln'AC 
the ClmiMiian of the Coi jrorat nui We know that liinli]in;.» opcraiioins 
are )^'’oinf^’' on rnuelMiuii km and at a more .o i "he a< ''<1 '']•(’(’(] than before. 
Then it is said that th(‘ markets iKdonij ini.' In lh" ( 'oi jhii at ion would 
sulTer a loss. But 1 beu- to submit ibal t}u> maiki’ts art' all 

b*l out to tenants and it is tin' tf'iiants \Cio slioj) in tlnr.se 

maikels I’beM'loK*, if tin' Bent Act i'> hnouialb' to tlu' tenants, it 
wuruld (‘('rtainlN la* faMuiiable to tin* rnaiki'ls also Tln*n tin* Chaii- 
maii sa\s that bis fatln*r b'ft a bouNi*. and be is l!\in^'' in it. Ma\ I 
impiire of the Cbatrman bow man\ winirs iu‘ has since added to the 
bouse, bow manv stoif'ss In* lias sin< (* <‘ie( ted u]>on it and to Inrw many 
tmuuits In' 1ms let out s('m«‘ at l('ast of thos(‘ (‘\t(>ndi'd portions? 

It 1ms be(‘n snsrt^ested that a e(»mm:tte(‘ oiif^ht to be ajrjxiinted in 
ortb'r to impiiK' into tin* mattVr. But we know that eemmit’tiH*s arc 
(>id\ fill tile ])urpos(‘ (rf sln‘l\ni;r a mattei A\'bene\ei a eoniiniltei* is 
appoint('d, it ^or's on deliberating fi'om \(*:u to \car and submits its 
r<*pot I about foni or fiM* V(*ais after w ln**M (‘V(*i \ tinnjj: i*^ forjurotten. 
Tiu'tefon’. 1 In'aitiK support Mi, Canitdadl l-'oi icstr'i \ jiroposal ti»iefer 
the Bill to Sr'b'd (Aunmittee with iiist nntions to submit their report 
in tilin' for ks ( (Uisideratiirn duiinj** the present s(*ssioii of the (Aiuncil. 

Babu JOGENDRA NATH ROY: 1 rise to ()]»jHrse the introduction 
of the Bill. * 

No ('use has h»M»n made out for (he introduction of the Bill and 
the reai+ons adduced for its introduction are hardly w’orth considering. 

The Bent Act was eminently emnTc'd to nnvt an unnatural state of 
affairs resulting from the effects of the war. The war. Sir, had brought 
largt' sums of money to a sect ion of the inhabitants of ^Calcutta who 
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gpeculated in land and bmuji’lit uIk>u 1 a boom. 'I'he value of land* 
increased and as tlie result oi the war, the value of some of the materiak 
rose. Snie of these new landlords who sprung^ up like muslinxims raised 
the rents of their hou'^e.s and the Hill was introdueed to nuxd this un- 
natural situation. 

But my friend. \\h(i has now lightened tin* task of the (iovernment 
by taking ujxm bis broad sliouhlers the work of u'^king the rouneil to 
extend the time ot tlie Att, Ims not ,supplie<l ilo‘ ('ouinil v\i{h any 
statistic's to show it it has m an\ way brought udiet t(» tht' pooler seetions 
of the tenants ol (’ah utta Hcov many tenants lune .sought ndief and 
how man\ ha\e it!" A leleiemc' t(» tlu* statistics of <asi‘s filed in 
the Rent ('ontrollers ('oiiit shows that oncm* !M) jK‘r c(‘nt. of the eases filed 
are liy tenants who pa\ none than Ks. op jwn- inonlh 'rinis, Sir, it 
is deal’ that really jioor ti'iianls ha\c' practically denvtvl no InMiefit 
from the Act, \diiic those wine can afford to pay more', those w host? 
fat salaricLs lnn*‘ bcs'ii in(iiM''ed IP oi oP |mm rent., ainl those* who have 
made [irofits oi oven IPO {ho tcnit. have' depiivc'd tin* landlords c^f their 
dues. 

Wc‘ aic' a\vai(‘ liow tin* value' ot ('abutta land has depH'c ialcMl and 
the* value ot inalciiaU tome dtivvn ctuisidciably . New huildings 
arc* on tlie incic'ase, and but toi ihi'' .\(t, and the (‘ageiness of the 
unsciupulous rt*naiits tt» take* lull a«l\.intagc* ot any ItHiplioh* t»ro\idc*d 
by it, the* numlM*i ot iu‘v\ Iniildinj's would have bc‘<‘n still more. 'I’lie 
incic*asc‘ in new bndd:;i; 4 s has Inought down rents and a ^.ilancc^ at the* 
“ do liC‘t ” (oluinii ol aiiv moniin^ pa]H‘r uouM ronvimc* this ('onnc'il 
that the niimlM'i <d hinldirit^'s. pc'iluips. c'xceeds tin* demand. 

Wc* are all awaic ln»w e ven puhln utility si*i v ic*cs have lM‘en ccjlil- 
jR'lled to iiH ic'.ise thc'ir lates dining the j>ast tcmi oi iivc* yeais The 
trainuays, tiie telephone, the railway.s ha\<* im leasc'd their rates and 
even the j)ostag<‘ lateN have* Ihm*!! mcrc*ascMl hv hp jm*i- c-^'iit. But |M)or 
landlords of Calcutta must not c‘\js*cl an imic-aM* cd' more* than IP jmt 
cent. It mav h»*rc* he mPc'd that a> a iiilc* the* landlords of Calcutta clc> 
not get a return of inon* than o js-r cent, on then outlay and it is more 
profitahle to invest in ttovornment pc|H*!. 

llie inc*rc*ase oi It) ]K*r rent, is not in kc'C'ping with the usHt*sMni(*utH 
made bv tin* Cc>r|H>ratioM It onl\ seeks to jHMiahzc* tin* landlords with- 
out any justification and jmts an artificial check on the* huilding of 
houses in the city. Does any one think of controlling the jiricc*^ of 
food-grains and cloth which have gone uji? Was there not an opixwi- 
tion in the C’ouncil and outside it when control was establiMlusi on rice 
which has now bt*en rc*nioved? Why, tlieii. make an exception in the 
case of buildings? 

The Rent Act has ixiHsc*d its |M*riocl of usefulness and the Bill should 
be rejected by' the Council. 

We have»heard much -of an agitation for the retention of this n^^aHure. 
We know, Sir, how such agitations are often bolstered up by interested 
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* I>er80ii8. The Council ghould not Hiiccumb to the influence of outside 
agitation but look at the matter with its lull sense of resjjonsibility not 
only to the tenants but also to the landlords whose importance in the 
body |x>litic can no! be gainsaid. 

With these words, Sir, 1 opjxise the Bill. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI: At the out.set 1 may say that I am neither 
a landlord ncjr a tenant, and iny idea is that in a legislation like this 
justice ought to he done to both paities. At the same time I may say 
that the very tact that tin* landloids in a liody want that tho Act 
should not be extendcnl, while the te?iants in a body want that the Rent 
Act slnmld be ext(*nd<*d, tins tact Inings out most prominently the 
necessity of a legislation in oid(*i to do coinjdete justice both to the 
landlords as well as tin* t(‘nanl.s. I hav(‘ tound that in this (Council 
opjM)sition has come mainly tioni the landloids and the r/ui^/.o-landlord — 
I mean the (’oi point ion o( Calcutta. 1 ha v(‘ ( haractei ized the Corpora- 
tion of Calcutta as the ^/C'/.s7-landloTd Ix'cause tin* (diairman haa com- 
plained that tin' Coipoiation is sutlViing on account of the fact that, the 
(W]H)rat ion is not in a position to assess at tin* liiglnvst ])ossible rate. 
So tar as (acts and figures ai(* eoneeined, the ('haiiinaii of the CorjKira- 
tion has cited e('itain figuies to show that there aie a large number of 
vacant lious(‘s, I ' ntoi t unatelv, the Chaiiman has not informed us how 
many <d these houses aie new and how man\ old, Ix'eause we all know 
that tin* Bent Ait did not ajijiK to new huildings. At tlie same time 
tln^ ('hainiiaii has not aKo intoiiin*d us as to the cause of th(*s(‘ houses 
being vacant. Now what aie the causes tor tliesi* houses bi'ing left 
vacant? M\ idea is that peihajis most of them au^ new’ huildings and 
iHM'ausi* the landloids demand an exorbitant late of rent; tln'refore, 
these houses aie vacant. The Bent Act does not appl\ to new’ Imildings; 
thei’eloK*, the landlords aie in a position to (h'uiand any amount of rent 
they like for tln*se new huildings. Cnfortunately , the Chairman has 
not enlight(*in*d us on this poi^t. One most im|H>rtant argununt lias 
liei'ii advaiici'd. namel\. that it is against all sound principles of justice 
and eipiitv that llu* piivale lights of a particular class of jx*o]>lt* will 
he encinaclied u|>i)ii. That is the aigumeMt w’hiih lias he<*ii put for- 
W’Ui'd on behalf of tlie landlord. Baja Beshee (hisi* Taiw and Babu 
Amulsa Dlione Addy are most influential zamindars in Bengal. 

1 think that the zaiiundais in Bengal are not unfamiliar w’ith similar 
encroachments. What about the Bengal Tenancy Act? UndtM* section 29 
of that Act tlie rent of an iM eufiaiicv raiyat cannot lie enlianced by 
moiv than two annas in a ru|H‘e in spite of the register'd eoutract. The 
law’ says that tlie contract w’ould la* void 

Raja RE8HEE CA8E LAW; Tlie analogy does not hold good. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI; So the zamindars of Bengal ar© well 
ikcquaiiited with this principh' that in some cases in «rder Co give relief 
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to the poor, in order to give relief to the majority, the rights of a few* 
and the rich have been encnmt hed u}k>u not only three years, but a 
century, ago. This is the principle which has been aicepted in Bengal 
and the aamiiidars all know tins. It is not a new principle which has 
been introtlucnl into Talcutta by the legislation of My idea is 

that the poor must Ih" protected against the rich. The Thairiuan of the 
Calcutta Coijxnation lias said that the poor must Ih' protivted, but that 
is not the way in ^^hi^■ll tln*s slunild be piotecteil. Unfortunately, he 
has not made any suggestion as to how the\ should be protei'ted. There 
is no (oiistructive piogiamme before the House put forward In thet'hair- 
niun which would n'allv juoteet the pooitu' classes of the jH'ople in 
Calcutta. If we hxik at things iiom a broad sland)H>int, what do we 
find? We find that as soon as the laml lK>om in ('alcutta came into 
ojieration, jieople began to seeuie pio|H‘rt\ at emMinous values and in 
order to get an outturn fur fhtdi iii\estment they began to demand 
exorbitant rents. Aie (li(‘ LindlonU justifiiMl in sa>ing that on ueiount 
of this mad s|x‘culat nm. on ai count (d’ cei-tuin .sj>t‘cial euntingencies, and 
8i»e(‘ial circunistaiK es, tins utH*anu‘d inen*ment should gotothe'rich only 
and the jMH»r could not g(‘t an\ shale of it ? 

[At this stag(‘ the Ilon’hle tin* l*resid(‘n1 returned to the Chair.] 

I'he \alu<‘ of land incieascd on uciount of (S‘rtain eont ing«*n< ies w'hieb 
were not iiealtMl h\ the landloid ami o\er which the landlord had no 
eoiitiol. The \alue of jM(»|K>it\ nicH*ased automat nally , Is it fair, is 
it just, tliai tin* lamllonl, without inv(*sting a single pice for (*nhancing 
the value of tin' land, should get the w hoh' uiieaiinMl incltunent ? 
Should not this nneaim'd incienn‘nt he dist i ibuteil i)elwiM*n the landlords 
and tenants? Theri* is no law’ b\ which this increment slioiild 
not have l>e(*ii divided hetween landlords atid t4‘nants, and the only 
way of giving them a share was to jn’otect them from being harassed 
by th<* demand of an exorbitant rate of rent. 

Fnmi thi.s asjH*! t of the ea.M* also it Ih fair ainl just that this uneiirned 
increment of rent, oi ratln*!’ m the \aliie of the land, should lx* apjXJT- 
tioned justly, and the landlord should not b<* allowed to bi*nefit solely 
by this land boom or by tliis mad sjs*culation for securing pro|x.?rty at 
enormous priee.s. It furtlii*r aj>jx‘urs that the Chairman of tlie (Vileiitta 
Corporation is of <>])inion that new buildings havi* not Immui enM*t«xl in 
view of the o[»eration of the U<*nt Act. I fail to understand liis argu- 
ment. The Rent Act did not ai)ply to new buildings. If the Ilimt 
Act did not aj»ply to new buildings, what preventixl the lundlc»rd.s from 
erecting them? The fact is that landlords are not erecting new' build- 
ings as they used to do in previous years. Rut it is also the fact that 
tlie Rent Act do(*s not apply to new buildings. Therefore, what is the 
conclusion? I)o<\h the one affect the other? The conclusion is that 
there are other circumstances which have prevented the landlords from 
building neij houses; these are the high prices of materials, tb^ price 
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of brii'/kft and mmtar and oth^*r building materialH have gone up enor- 
mously high, and it is these things that have provenk‘d landlords from 
making furtlier invest ineiits, l)<*(jiuse they find they cannot get a suffi- 
cient return for their outlay. This explains as to why new buildings* 
have not b(^en constructed as they used to 1 h* under normal circumstances. 
My idea is' that the abnormal circumstances have not yet disappeared, 
and so long as things do not return to the normal, so long as sjieculatior 
goes on, so long as we cannot have* that state of things which prevailed 
Ix'sfore tlie wai', some emergency legislation is necessary. Therefore, 
the Act ought to be exteiidcsl; but what are to be the safeguards for thf 
interests of the landlords is a different cpiestion altogether. If it it 
found that the landlords an* not getting a sufficient return for theii 
investments, then the Act can be* modified, but that is a different cjue.s- 
tion altogether. main i.s.sue is that the* Act must be extendeil. 

Then there is anotlier question — as to what extent ]>rotection oughi 
to be giv(*n ; wh(‘ther or not the* tenants should ]>;iy a certain amount o1 
rent; that is a matter of detail; at the pn^siuit stage we are simpl) 
discussing the* juinciidi* whcth(*r the* Act should extcMidcsl. My owi 
opinion is tliat the* Act shcuild be <*xtend(»d, but if theue are. difticultie/ 
in the way of the* lainlhuds, it th(*n* are case.s of manii«‘st injustice whirl 
have* occ'uiicd sime* the passing of the* Act, sufficuMit safeguards (‘an bt 
jyrovichsl, 

With thes(‘ woids, I ,su]>{K>rt the nnUion of Mi\ CamplKdl I'orrester. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I beg t(» oiqxKse th< 
introduction of this Hill. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: d in* Hill has aln'ady been introdinssl. Rai Haba 
diir; tlie motion before the House is to ref(‘r the Hill to a Select ('om- 
uiittee. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: limn I beg U 
op|H>s(* that this Hill sbould la* referred to the S«‘lc(‘t (\>mmittee. I an 
muther a landlord nor a tt'iianl, tben'fore, 1 am in a jxisition to considei 
this ijin'stion impartially It is admiltet^ by the gn*atest admirers ol 
this nuHisuri* that it can he justihed only f(>r a short time. A restraint 
uiK>n frt*(slom of contract is ()p|)ost*d to all principles of law, and must 
be invalid iu a court of law. 1 wonder bow lawyer-members here coult 
glibly .sav that this is not a new thing. Tliey (ould not say that in £ 
court of law. Kxtiaordinurv myasures are sometimes lUNc^sary in a time 
of war or turmoil, but in times of }H*u<‘e and or(h‘r such a thing is not 
povssibb*; it cannot Ik* done. It is |>os.sible indwMl for a majority ot 
selfish, fanatical revobitionnrics in a Parliament to impose any law 
confiscating proin'rty and establishing etpiality and fraternity and liberty 
by bringing down the richest to the level of the p<x)rt\Hl in a societj 
at the expense of the community, hut their triumph in history has always 
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or anarchist preaching that rented houses shoulil be (Kcupied by the 
houseless poor without anv rent or at a rent ilis|K>rtionat(« to the cost 
of the building. Now let us see what are the at tual conditions of (Cal- 
cutta? Anybody who has read the ni>te In Mr. Shrosluee, the land 
surveyor, which has been t in uialed to e\erv meinbei of this House, will 
have nodouht in his mind that the tuicunistam es of I’ah utta are <ut'h that 
the Act can no longer l)t* extended. Tw(‘iit\ -li\ e )>er eenl. ot the Ionises in 
the south of ('ulmitta are \a('ant, ami do ytni know tin* reast>i, why? 
Because the landlords are apprtdiensive of lei ting their hous<*.s at a low 
rent; if the houses aie let at low leiit, the nuit laimot in tutur<‘ Iw 
increased; thus it is that house* rents have remainetl high notwitlo aiuling 
the fact that su(L a large numlK‘r <d houses aie \a(‘ant. ami i large 
number of houses an* being built. 

I beliovi* that th(* sU|)ply \\ill mmui t'xeeed the d(‘!naml. I know as 
a mutter of fact, s(*veial gi‘nth*meii havi* made appln at kuis io oieet new 
buildings, but if tliis extensxm is aliened, the\ will think twire U'iore 
building those houses. 'I'he extension of thi^ .\rt will iieilh?*)’ lienetit 
the lamlloril nor tin* ti*nant. Ih* sun* <»1 that laM, Is'caiise this Aet 
(‘antiot hu extended tor an imletinite )H‘iiod h\ aii> t iMli/,(‘il ( rovei nnient. 
It. must in* foi a certain peiiml. It on ac<ount oi tin* Ad. landlords do 
not build ami tlu'K* he less houses, then tenunts’ lent.s must In* e.xtrava- 
guTit as s(M>ji as the .\d is nithdiawn. 'Iliat being so, ultiuia1t‘ly tht^ 
tenant will suffer. Ther(‘i’ore. I sav then* is no just ificat iofi what,so(*ver 
for extending tin* A(t. Now «*\(*n in tin* Itntish Pariiani(*nl . when* at 
jireseiit the soeialists an* a vei \ stioiig factor, an* tln'\ going to aholish 
the Bent Act. In Anicnia (‘vcn during tin* war such a measure was 
not enacted. How is it that Hntishers here in India w’anl to force that 
law uism us which the\ would not ev<‘n dale to do in th(*ir own country? 
So far, I hu\»* ls*en s|K*aking a.s if on Is'half of the landlord, hut 1 am not 
unmindful of the iHior. 1 know the fa< t that tens of thousand.H of the 
jKxrr — coolies and lahouiers of all d(‘sci’ipt lons—are huddlrMl 

together in small rooms and huts ami thousands of them liavi* to sleep 
in the o|H*n in the night. But who thinks c»f them? Tin* sorrows of 
highly paid or of the im)deiat<*l\ rich tenants of gcsid house's arc*, like 
the sorrows of Weithei, gir'at indeed! But the sorrows of the poor 
are real. Sir, standing’ here as ] do. 1 shall not la* fit to he called a 
representative of tin* |X‘ople if 1 wen* not mindful of the sorrows and 
the troubles of tin* |m)oi hhmhahtk c las> and of the jKmrc'r lalwiuring 
classes. Wlio cares for them? The reim'dy is simide. Their crying 
need is met not by extending this Art hut }»v the* (*\tension and the 
development of the suburbs, by building new houses. <*xtending tramways 
and making the fai*es cheap for the labourers. That is the only way. 
Instead of doing that you are going to do things which will lead to 
notbing but disaster. The movers of these re.solutic/iis are (X)ncemed 
with the riqb who want to occupy buildings — imlatial buildings — on land 
costing Rs. 10,000 per cottah. What have I to do with them? They 
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t are quite able to take care of them«elves. Are they thinking of the 
poor? Ijet them put their hamlH on their hearts and say so. I there- 
fore say there is no force in their arguments. This Bill ought to be 
thrown out. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURi: Sir, I have not 
a set written speecii to deliver. I came to the (’ouncil inoie to listen 
than to sfM'iik. Sir, T must conleHs that I liave listened to some very 
amusing si)ee(*hes — siK‘eches deli\ered in support of tlie claims of land- 
lords and suixM “hnidlords. The siijau-landloid — 1 may claim my hon’bie 
friend, Balm Suremlra Nath Mallik as one — 1 mean the head of the 
(’ulcutta (^)rj)oration no doui)l in his official capacity, is ajixiou.s to obtain 
some inoriey for the Corporation in oidei to indulge in fancy s(diemes. 
No doubt he is anxious to impose super-tax — m>t oi dinary tax — which 
will ultimatcdy come from the tenants, as the landloids, whom he wants 
to protect, are not going to pa> from their own jwxkets, hut will take 
the mone\ fiom the tenants. TTuMcfore, he would not have any control 
ov(‘i* the rents because in that case lie cannot tax them, 

Ther(‘ is another urgniment whndi has laam advancinl ami that is 
about the law of suj)pl\ ami demand, hut will the laiidioi ds y*ver allow 
this natural law to he enforcedy Is it not the lat t that the whole town 
of ('aicutta is the pro|K*ity of a lew rich iKxipley They will take jolly 
goo<l care that this law of supply ami (honaml is not given full play. My 
hoirhl(‘ friend, the supei-landlord — I am not jcleriing to Mr. MaJlik in 
a disparaging sensi*— has juixluced < (Mtain •ta( ts and figures. We, who 
cannot (‘ommand a staff to prepuie tai ts and figures, have got to look to 
news|NiiHMs tor such, and I have read in th(‘ newspaj>eis that tlie New' 
Market of (’aleiitta is paying d(l |M‘r cent, ujxm the oiiginal nnestment 
itnd Mr. Mallik thinks it is not enongli and he wouhl have more. 

Coming to the theory of landlordism, diH's it never strike us that the 
fiir is free and the w’ater is free and that lands shoiUtl also be fiVe to 
everybody? It is in India wlu^re tlie feudal system ]»revailed that it is 
never reiognized. We should have definite rights over land. Under 
the Bengal Tenancy Act, theie is no sanctity of cxintract InHween the 
landlord and the tenant which Hai Jogemlra Chunder Ghose Bahadur 
thinks should not W interfeied with by any civilized Government, hut 
the British Government lias intervemxl and rightly intervenes! under 
the Bengal Tenancy A<‘t in this matter. 

Raja Reshe<» Cas<^ Law’ has said that in this matter the landlord 
ahould he treated as oidinarv businessmen and that their contract 
should Ih* treated as ordimirv business j>rojK>sitions. But might I 
remind him that the ordinary businessmen face the ordinary ups and 
downs of business, wdnle the landlordvS never do so in any civiliaed part 
of the world. Their investments in the city are as safe as investments 
in consols. The prii'es of land go up automatically aud^the landlords 



1923 .] 


CAIX’UTTA RENT BILL. 


548 


Jook into til© future for au increase in land value for their sons and 
grandsons who will earn the lieneftt without iloing any honest work. 
That is the aim of the landlords and that is why they are opjKised to this 
measure. I have great pleasure in arcordiiig \\ hole-hearteil suptiort to 
Mr. Foirester’s motion for an extension of the ('ah utta Rent Act. 

Mr. F. E. E. VILLIER8: 1 would wish to >a\ a few wonU in ‘■ujijHirl 
of the extremely sensihle and jnai tical suggestion which has lu'cii put 
forw'ard by my friend, Mr. Langbud dame'-. We all know — we have 
been told it by sinnikeis of all shades of trpinion - Hiat then* i*. a tiemeii- 
dous lot to be said on both side*'. Rut I ludd. Sir, that so long us 
we are sitting in this House we ate neither iaiull(*nls not t4Uiant .. but 
aiv here foi- tin* gcHnl of the conuuunit\ uini foi tin* gooil of Ihuigal, 
and the measure of oui InuieHt^ ami disnitt*restedin‘>s >ln>uld U* the 
measure of out willingness to taie an hoin*sl and inijuirtial iin|uir, into 
the situation. 

We ha\e heaid, as I liavi* said, a good <lt*al on holh snh‘S. Wt* have 
heard Rai Jogendia (’liundei (rhosc Rahadui r(‘latc tin* horrible stoiT 
of ten thousand nn‘n hiiddleil toget}n*r in oin* hut. and 1 ean visualise 
nothing can 1 h* nnno in^anitaix than that ! Wc ha\c heaid Dr. Jekyl — 
I mean Mr. Mailik in his dual capacits as tin* ('hainnan ol the (’orjiora- 
tion and as a juivate citi/.cn- telling us etjually horiible things, We 
have also heard tin* giicsams's id tin* t«‘nants. Sii, tln‘ie is a sa\ing 
in Kngland to the (‘fte< t tiiat “ w<* otteii 4'oni|dain ol tin* daikin'ss ol the 
day when tin* giinn* is on oui own wiinhiws.” It seems that there is 
a certain ainoniit of gnnie on tin* windows of ladh landlords and t«*na.nts 
— grime a gooil deal of wlinh a lair and nnpaitial nnjuirv would W'ijxJ 
away, d'herefore. it is that I uige on my li minis to have done with 
words and talk and aicoid oui lull nn*asure ot su]»iKut to Mr. Langford 
James's suggestions and ask Mr. ('ainpliell hoir«*ster t4) withdraw his 
Rill, given the definite and siK'cifie undertaking hy (lovernmeiii that the 
fWisTing Rent Act will not la* allow (*d to lapse until sueli time as the 
projxwd eoininitte<‘ )ia\e ln*ld tln*ii nn|uirv ami conn* to their deeiaiou 
and until that d4*cision has been pla4‘ed before the (Vmmil and the 
public. 1 would tln*refoi<* siigg<‘st that instead of further words w© 
should ask Mr. Forrest<*r to fall in witli ibis suggestion. If w<‘ ar© 
honestly beie for the pur]>oHe of effeeting legislation for tin* gofxl of 
Bengal ami of ('ab utta. if we aie simere and disinti'iested, if wu* have 
the good of the eommiinit\ at heart, there is not one man ln*re — ^land- 
lord or tenant — who ean gainsay the advantages of a fair and im|Mirtial 
investigation of the question. 

Mr. H. BARTON: I am pre|>jired to support the suggestion of 
Mr. liangford James provided the rejiort of the l ommiltee is eonsidered 
during the present session of the Couneil. If that assurance is given, 
I do not see why Mr. Forrester .should objcet to withdraw hi» BijJ. If 
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however, it Ih not possible, then w’e must press for the motion of 
Mr. Forrester for a reference of his Bill to a Sele(‘t Committee. Sir, 
we have had ar^urneiit advanccMl for and against the continuance of this 
Itent Act. Dining the time it has In^en in oixuation we have had oppor- 
tunities of satisfying ourselves whether it has oi)erated fairly on both 
the tenants and landlords. If the figures that were given the other day 
in th(‘ StdtvHnum are correct, it would seem to me that both sides have 
been fairly treated except that in the niirnlH^r of cases w’hich have come 
u]) before the Kent ('ouit the landlords apjx*ar to have had the major- 
ity decided in their favour. Another thing whic h these decisions have 
brought ahoul is the fact that tin* underlying desire of the landlord to 
go to the extent of forcing tln‘ decisions of tin* Kent (.’ourt is to get more 
rent at any cost. Wc* alt agr(‘c thrti there aie landlords and landlords. 
11 as we have Ihhmi mad(* to understand the* majoiity of landlords are 
those with high principles then wc* take it that those high principled 
IHUsoiis nevci intend to do an\ thing which will occasion any offence 
or tault-hiiding by the tenants. It this is the case, why should they 
fear the introiluction of any It is only the man who breaks the 

law who feais the law. 11 these high pi incij)l(*(l landlords act up t 4 :> 

their pi iiiciples w h> should tlic\ tear the inti odm tioii of the Kent Act ^ 
Balm Sureiidra Xath Mallik hmiscH lias given testimony to the unscrupu- 
lousness ()1 landlloids which. I supjxiit, is fioin his )X‘rsomil exjxTi- 
ence and from what has <()iiie hefou^ him as ('haiiman of the 
(’alcutta t \u'jw)i at ion and the chaiaiier he gi\('s tlnnn comixds us to 
douht these high prin<iph*s whiih landlords claim ior themselves. If 
a landlord, as la* tells us, could In* s(» uiiscrujnilous as to deliberately 
eoniiive with his tenant to < Inmt the (’or])oratioii, then 1 do not think 

he will hesitati' much to elu'at a. t<‘nant. We have Ikhmi told that build- 

ing.s have not Ixarn erec ted during the o)H‘ration of this A(*t liecause 
lainllords Kdt that th<‘v would not Ik* able to recover their outlay. Any 
one who goes through (aleutta w ith his eyes ojxoi eaiinot deny the fact 
that buildngs are springing up ever\ where. We have the statement of 
one of the most prominent lainlhn'ds of ('ahutta that in his opinion 
within the next IV? months eomlitions will ^wcome normal and that house 
rent will fall. I undei stand landlords have a very ]K>werful combina- 
tion and assoi'iation. If the statement given by this prominent land- 
lord is eonec’t, what i.s to ]>revent this |X)werful combination of landlords 
from giving an assurame on their part that they can guarantee that 
within Uie next montlis rent will con\e down? If they give us that 
assurance aiwl if they will undertake to have the unscrupulous land- 
lords brought to b(w»k they will be serving Imlh their interests and the 
interests of the i)eo]>le. Now' we are toid that there are 2,261 houses 
lying vacant at the present moment in C'allcutta. We would haye been 
helped considerably if Mr. Mallik had told us where these houses are 
situated— [Babu Sx rendr.\ N.ath Malmk : In Calcutta, of course] — 
and what their rent.s ane. Of course they aire situated in Cblontta, 
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but we should like to have kuowu the locality so that we might know * 
the reAson why they are lying vacant. The reiison is simply this that 
the rents are so jnohibitive that i^'ople prefer sharing liouses of lesser 
rents at great imonveuieiKe rather than jKiy ivnts demanded by the 
owneffs of these houses. I do not see why there should b<* any 

objection to having the Rent Act ren<*wetl. It has served the puit^se 
of both the lainlloid and the tenant. Tlu^ie i.s another faet(M* about 
it that although it has been in o|>erati(Ui. a certain class of land- 
lords has resorted to most uns4 ruj>ulous nn'thods of harassment and 
terrorism of the worst kind. They often apply these luetluxls 
very largely even t«) lH‘][>less women who havi‘ luU got tlie time or the 
means or who have got noluulx to d<*ft*nd them If thi*\ are not willing 
to pay a huger rent some e\eus(‘ js biou^iht torward b\ the landlord 
which is followed hv a of ejectment. I have been tobl that 

landlords do ind care to lecoxci lents dn <lm» date in order to ejeid their 
tenants foi aiieais of lenl. K\en if legisteied Itditos are sent to laml- 
lords tle‘x aie not taktoi ibdiMov of on tin* plea that In* is not at home. 
They do not take pa\nicnt til! the date of pa\nn*nt is past 'and thrm 
they bring a smt tor <*icctment on tin* gununl oi non-]Ki\men( »>f rentvS. 
Thf‘se aie methods to x\lii(h sonn* hunlloids resort. ;ind I think the 
tenants aic entitled to piote«tion. Mi l''oiiesti*i has gom* into all these 
<Hiestions })ut as In* limis(dt lias nnole it peile<tl\ ch*ai. he is willing to 
niakSc su( h modifi{ at ions as would appear in*cessa!\ to rclievt* both 
jmrties. and I <]o not set* whv we should not a< cept his ]>rojH)si1ion. 
Sit. W(* ha\c hc(*n told that this nM*asun* has h(*<*n o])|)os(*d hy some of 
the most liiflin'iitial public hodit*s ainl imlividuals, I lakt* it that the 
most influential IxkIx, winch has expiessed its opinion is, to m\ mind, 
the Corpoiutnm ol (’abutta. winch in mv opinion, dttes it no credit, and 
tile others liaVt* followed suit The ( ’orjjoiat ion has piovided botli (ln‘ 
soil and tlie seed whit h an* ]M*ing^ tn‘elv used hv the op|»ositionists in 
this Council and in the xaiioUs ieplM‘s fiom various r(*presentati\<* ixwlies. 
Wv liiAe l)(‘en told hy the (’bait man t»f the (’aleiitta ( ’oriMiratiou that 
the (’oi jK)]ation is at the back of the hindlonls. 

Btbu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: (hi u point of ruder, Sir. lie 
is not repre.senting things eonectly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is [purely a matter of ojrinioii, Mr. M dlik. 
The staienient need not be accepted. 

Mr. H. BARTON: Y es, I am expressing it as mv opinion and it 
need not be a('cppte<l, but I am entitlerl to mv own opinion. The Cor- 
poration are at the back of the landlords and we are practically given 
the hidden warning that wc cannot fight this strong combination. I 
leave it to you to tell me whether you consider 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Barton, you are not to addref^g the Houae 
but tbe Chak, please. « 
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Me. H. BARTON: I am addressing you. Sir. I leave it to you to 
tell me whetlier you consider this strong combine is stronger than the 
combination of the people. If this relief is not given by this House, 
then it will l)e understood that (ioveriiment is sanctioning a state of 
war Wtween landlords and tenants which may reach projKirtions beyond 
anything we are able to express here to-day. I am now sj>eaking under 
a mandate from my own community which is hard hit and at the same 
time I say that the [msition is one which affects equally the rich and 
the j)oor. The jKmr have to submit by force of cirimmstances and the 
rich have to submit to maintain their decency, so that lx)th sides have 
to submit under compulsory conditions. 1 think, Sir, that if Mr. liang- 
ford James’s pro[>osal for a commitbM* is accepted I would urge that 
the re]M)ri of that committee should Ih* considered during this session. 
If that cannot be done, then I pi ess for Mr. Forrest er’s proixisals. 

Here the (’ouncil adjourned for lb minutes. 

After the adjournment. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I notice for the first time in 
the Council a personal elerncuit has Wen introduced in the discussion 
of this Hill, It is amusing to hear both landlords and tenants declare 
tliat tliev ai(‘ haid ]>r(‘ssed. There is no doubt, however, that one side 
is luird pi(‘ss(*d— eitlu*r it is the landlords or it is the tenants. And 
the <jUc‘stioii is — Which side is oppic‘ss(*d y Habu Surcuidra Nath Mallik 
1ms shown hy figures that it is the landhpcis who aie ojipressed. We 
bnvt‘ had a lot of tears shed here for the jHior tenants. It is the ixmr 
bumnts who have* got to j)a\ ; it is the' |>oor tenants who have to live 
in siui 11 houses. Hut nia> I ask what is tin* definition of fKx>r 
tenants ” Are the tenants with a monthly inc ome of between Rs, ,b00 
and R'<. d,0t)() to be called |S)or tenants ,sini])]> iK'cause they live in 
tenanted houses y Their obj<*et seems to In* to save as much money as 
jxiHsible at other iHM)]de’s ^oosbs. J'he suggestiion put forward b^’ 
Mr. Langford .1 aim's and Habu Surendra Nath Mjtilik is a very sound 
one. Let there In* an inquiry. If that is not done how aie wc? to know 
whether this Hill will do any good Kvevy imjxirtial gentleman would 
In'! in favour of an im|uiiy. Let the cpiestion Ik* inqiiiied into by a 
commit tee eom|K).sed of men wbo have got no interest in Laleutta either 
as landlords or as 1<*nnnts, and let that eommittec come to a decision. 
I say this as an impartial man and T have every right to say so as I am 
neither a landlord nor a tenant nor even a resident of Calcutta. 

Babu Surendra Nath Mallik had mentioned in the (‘ourse of his 
speecdi that there were house's King vacant in Calcutta at present. 

Mnulvi A'akuinuddin Ahmed bus challenged the statement and his argu- 
ment is that sucli cannot really be the caxe ns the houses must have 
been vacated in the morning and rented out in the afternoon — so there 
could not have been so many houses vacant in Calcutta. My answer to 
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that is that ignorance is oftentimes a bliss. If my hon’ble friend had * 
a knowledge of the Calcutta Municijxil A(‘t, he would have known that 
a house cannot be declared vacant uidess it is cf>ntinually vacant for 
sixty days and it is after an iinjuiry to that effect that a rt*mission of 
muuici{>al tax is granted. As a matter of fact there must l>e more 
houses which are vacant— mt)i*e than l)t*cause landlonls generally 

do not show their houses us vacant as in that case the water connec- 
tion would be cut off. 

My friend Mr. Sycd Xasim Ali has another very curious argument. 
He says those liouses must l>e new houM*s and, therefore, they 

are vacant. Otherwise how <'an they remain va< ant ^ Hahu Snn*ndrtt 
Nath Mallik has shown hy statistics that not more than 7(M) houses have 
been built within tiie la>t three years. There vveie altogt‘ther 7(Mt new 
houses and, ther(*fore, tlu^iV weiv l^.^til new liouses Iving vacant! 
Nice argument, indeed, coming from a lawyer of Mr. Syed Nasim Aii’s 
jKisition. 

Then, Sir, wc have lieard of attempts being made even to attack 
the most iniiKirlial and pronnneiit rejircsentati\es of public hoilies who 
are hehl in liigh esteem by tlie rcmaik that tlu'N must liave joinwl 
hands with the landlords, otluMwis^* they would liave su]>}M)rted the Bill 
and would not liave opposed th(‘ Bill and pressed for a eommittei*. I 
do not know what is meant h\ all this. Tlie suggestion for tlie aplHiint- 
ment of a eonimiltee was made by Mr. I.aiig’ford .lames, bnt can it lie 
said tiiat he has joined hands with the landlords ‘r* I sujijsut Mr. Ijang- 
ford .lames’s suggestion ami I also supjmrt tlie sugg(‘stioii ma«le by 
Bahu Suieiidra Nath Mallik. Wt* say let then‘ lx* a comniittoi* C4>n- 
sisting^ of (hose jiersons who liave nothing to do with Calcutta, who 
have nothing to lio eitliei with the increase or decrease* of rents. Aft 
Isith sides agri'e that this .\e( is an Act of oppression, the only eoursc 
left is to have an imixirtial impiiry. 1 therefore whrd»*-ln*art<Mlly 
.sup|>ort*Mr lauig'ford .lames\ suggestion bur tlie apfxiintimuit off a 
committee. 

Babu NALINI NATH ROY: My iKisition is just the same as that 
of Bahu Nitya Dhon Mukheijee. Some two hundred years ago, rice 
was selling at the al>8urdly high price of four inuunds to the nijM^e in 
Bengal. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I do not think it can l)e neoesHary to go hjick 
200 years. I think you had better cut short that jwirt of your argu- 
ment. 

Babu NALINI NATH ROY: This price of four maunds to the rupee 
Ipraa so grievously high that the poor peojde of Murshidabad could 
hardly afford to purcha.se in such quantities as would give them one 
eqtuure meal iff day. At the sight of this pitiable state of Uiings the 
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tender heart of the then ruler of Bengal and the supreme arbiter of the 
destinies of its people, began to bleed copiously. Good old Murshid- 
kuli Khan thought^ 

Mr. PRE8IDEIIT: You are going off the |K>int. We have nothing 
to do willi what Murshidkuli Khan did. Please come to the relevant 
I>art. 

• 

Babu NALINi NATH ROY: Murshidkuli Khan thought it a great 
shame and forthwith made the law that henrefoi'th rice must sell at 
the rate of eight, maunds to the ru])ee ; and lo! and l)ehold!! rice began 
to sell at the rate of eight maiindH to the ru[>ee, for the salutary provi- 
sion was attached to the rice-law 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Would you please skij) over that portion about 
Murshidkuli Kluin and eoine to the relevant ])arty 

Babu NALINI NATH ROY: As to tlie law about how many houses- 
and flats coujd la* had at one >irr<i iujmh* per month in those good old 
days, hist(My is iinfortunat(‘l\ silent, bnt 1 (an assure everyone that 
the ninnher was not less than half a dozen. Well, history is doomed to 
r(*|H*at itself, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Older, Oider! Mi. Roy. von ha\e just said that 
lustor\ \^as' silriit on the subject, so how can it repeat itself ^ 1 must 

ask you to skip that ]ioit;on ami come to the subji'et-matter under dis- 
cussion. K you cannot obe\ m\ ruliii^», you must sit down. 

Babu NALINI NATH ROY: It has hec'u argued that we are going 
to r(di 'Ve the ]m>oi tenants. Now, uho are these poor tenants of 
(’alent*a. tor whom we an* bb*eding in our li(‘art of hearts ? Are they 
th(' toiling millions— tin* honi\-hamh*d s(uis of toil — who have built the 
]>alaee' of this ('it\ and all^lhat it contains with their own hands and 
cemented th'*m with tin* -woat ol then biowy Obviously not; for they 
liv(’ ai d thrive in olwcuie corm‘is, m wietclu'd hust*'rs and .stinking 
shimp*-. wheie laws like the R«*nt Ai t oktkilcutta (an never reach them. 
This Ri'iit Act has biM^n in o}H‘rati(>ii for three \ears and I would like 
to know what good it has done to th(‘m. It this Rent A('t has not done 
anything apiueciahle for these peopli* ! would like to know what sanc- 
tion tie present Legislators of Iicugal have got to make such an enact- 
ment. 

TluMi I want to know who are the |HM>r ]xmple for who.se special 
benefit we are called upon to make laws. As representing a coustitu-? 
ency which is i>oor in the extreme. I should be able to 8ymj>athixe with 
poverty and lend a helping hand in making laws for their special bene- 
fit; but I do not feel called upon to enact and re-enact laws of this 
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character. Why? This Act is not intended- for the genuinely poor—* 
the poor for whose specitj benefit legislators of all ages and all ooun- 
triee have been called upon to miike special provision even at the ooet 
of other classes. But when the claims of genuine poverty are not 
plainly traceable, legislation for the special bt^nefit of any class and at 
the expense of another, is not cajled for. 

Let us have a definition of jx>vert>\ A native of India need not be 
consideied a poor man who earns 3 shillings a day. iHMuuse 99 per cent, 
of his C(Mintr}meri earn much les.s. An Englishman earning 3 , shillings 
a day i.*^ miserably jHior; while an American on a similar income mu^t 
be regarded as worse than a strtnd Wggar. So jxiverty is a ndative 
term. In this ('ity of (\dciitta I am jirejmn'd to inclndi' in the category 
of the jxxir, any man wlio^^e monthly income is less than Its. 00 or in other 
words less than Ks. '2 pc'r diem. 1 am not jn-eiwred to enlist those 
who earn more than tliis in the category of the genuinely for 

whose special benefit legislative enactrmuits must 1 m» inad<* at the cost 
of another section of the ]S‘ople. The argument that tiie present Bill 
is required for tlie protection of the jioor, that this Bill has got behind 
it any philanthropic consideration, eannot 1 h‘ substantiat<vl at idl. 

The next argument in favour of this legislatii^n is iu\i |K>verty but 
conifmrative fxiverty. The landlords are ri(‘h and tlie tenurils an' isK)r — 
the very terms signify riches in the one liaiid and relativi' pivtutv on 
the other. I decline to admit, the validity of this argnmeni at all. 
liot ns have a l(M)k at tin* lamllords and tlie tenants of ('ahuitla. Rome 
of the big Kun){H*an films of this city wdio deign to make a i»aJtry 
jTTofit of Ks. r»00 p> Rs 1,000 per (*ent. on tlieir share (afiibil are not 
landlords but tenants. Tlie memlsu-s of the Bengal (^hamber of Cotn- 
mene, the menilK‘rs of (he (’aliuitta Trades Association. lh(» members 
of the Eiiro]H*an Assen iation ami the memln'rs of such similar orgiuiiKU* 
tions not always — but in extremely rare cas<*A -are lamllords, and in 
the vast majority of cases are tenants. I have yet to know that the 
Calcutta landlord — be lie a Jew, Armenian or Bengali — makics anything 
like 500 per cent on his investment. So landlord is not a svnony- 
mous term with richness and jdenty, but so far as Calcutta is c(>nc4‘m(Ml 
rathex the term tenants is. Mv prair heart refuses to bl(*ed for this 
class of tenants and ngain<t their landlords unless a surgical ofw*ra- 
tion i.s performed on me. 

n will be said that it is not a question of relieving jioverty but of 
mitigating hardship. Mv answer is: that T would ])e glad to mitigate 
hardship if T could fir.st mitigate the incidence of j>overty. With abject 
poverty striding through the length and brewlth of Bengal, I am not 
prepared to waste the wealth of any class for the kmefit of another 
and thereby mitigate hardship. T am not prepare<l to bring in the 
machinery o4 legislation to rob Peter to pay Paul for the ptirfjpse of 
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' mitigatiiifr thin sort oi hardship, when I know fuR well that all the 
legislative machinery of the world will not suffice to produce one seer 
of rice or one piece of brick to build a house with. 

The next argument in favour of this Bill will be the rapacity of the 
landlords. In tlie daily i>ajx‘rs I liave come across all sorts of oppro- 
brious ternis used against the landlords of Calcutta including epithets 
like “ wolf ” and “ serijent.” I think I would be failing in my duty 
if I did not point out the fact to the users of such language and those 
wdio harbour thouglits and sentiments of this character, that the wolves 
and the hcuihmjIs are not worse* animals than human beings {irompted 
by thouglits of exclusive selfishness. 

T will now’ mentiiMi the worst argument against the j>ro]x>st*d measure. 
We have heard and read about Bolshevism. The cardinal principle of 
the Bolsheviks is this: St4ite-ini(*rference in the distribution of wealth; 
in normal times. It is very good for a (Government try and produce 
wealth ; but it sbould be remembered that to regulate distribution of 
wealth is what constituteH the fieeuliarity of Bolshevism. A system of 
(Gov<*rnment uliieh d(M*s not jnofess to Ih‘ Bolshevik should never lend its 
hand to legi.slations of this (dmracter. 1 have shown liefore that this 
measure is not absolutely essential for the mitigation of the problem of 
jioverty. If it lias got any function to jx'rform it is distribution of wealth 
and profits. If this Council airogates to it.self the function of distrihut- 
ing wc'allli and profit l>elwe(‘n landlords and tiuiants of ('alciitta, w’hy 
• sliould it refuse to take u]Mm itself tin* «luty-of adjusting w ealth and jirofit 
b(‘tw<‘<‘U tfie drivius and (‘onductors of the Tramways (kmipanv and the 
Ckvmpiuy itself ^ If it is right to li'gislate l)etw’eeTi landbvrds and 
tenants why should not the same thing lx* right b<*twux‘n the employes 
of the railways ami their companies? If it is right to ivgubite the rents 
lM>tw'een landlords and t 4 ‘nants. w'hy should it not he right to .spring 
legislative interference betwi'cn the miserabb* (’oaJ miners of Jberiah 
and tin* cou1 compaiiies whos(>» exfictions on industries as w’ell as on the 
|>oor individual e(»nsnmer is not a whit less glaring than tlie exactions 
of tin' ( ’alcutta lamllords? 

Mv last argunn'iit is; lx*ginning fiTuh Bcntham and ending w'ith 
('all Marx, the theory of the greatest goixl to the greatest number, is 
sfunething tiiat should captivate the imagination of all of us. But I 
wumld put' in a word of protest, that these great men in fonnulating 
their princijih's forgot to cah ulate the moral factor in human conduct. 

T would ba('k the smallest minority with moral support b«*hind them 
in ]ireference to the biggest majoritv. T would back the one man 
with moral supiHu-t Whind him against the rest of the world. T Ixdieve 
that laws like this Rent Bill are not moral and should never W counte- 
nanced. Therefore. T do not see any reason to supjiort this Rent Bill. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: I did not intend to take any part 
in this discussion, but I feel that possibly my experience may be a little 
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helpful to the members of this House. I am not a landlord, so I can * 
speak without much feeling, I was one, but I found that it was not 
a profitable game. hat I possessed I sold to a Marwari gentleman 
who is making money out of it. But my experience as a lawyer and 
for a little j)eriod unfortunately as a Judge has convinced me, so far as 
the cases which come up to the High Court are cout'erncKf, that the 
landlordsS have got grounds of complaints — ver>- serious grounds of com- 
plaint^ and that the tenanis apj>eared to me t 4 > l>e much l>etter off in 
various respects than the landlords. The question, however, seems to me 
to be one of housing, it is a hoitsing problem to l>egin with. That is 
to say, the Calcutta Improvement Tru.st has not yet done its duty so 
far as the jmblit' is concerned. They ought U) make provision for hous- 
ing the j>oor [)eo[de in such a manner as not to give (K*ctision for a dis- 
cussion like this, ctmimunicatioiis from different parts of the city to the 
centre should l)e ojh'ikhI out and the housing aceomnnslation for the 
displaced people provided. What struck me when I went to Mysore 
and Bangalore was that they had imjiroved their cities on those lines. 

I found the (lovernment there ha<l made provision for houst^s for middle 
class men who want b) live comfortably but cannot afford to jmy very 
much. They had provision made for them in different jmrts of the town 
which liad l>een ojiened out for them requiring |wyment of small suiys 
of money for goisl a<Tonimo<lation. Ikv'eiit hungidows )md also been 
[W'ovided for jsK>r ix^ople. But we, in this (XHintry, so far as Calcutta 
is concerned, are asked to legislate for this and other things, and the 
immediate ntx'ds are neglectisl. The <jm*stion is rrxilly a housing prob- 
lem and notliing else. 1 fe<*l the Ii<Mit A< t is a jnece of class h'gisJation 
which ought not to be sanc tioned at this stage. T entirely agree w'lth 
Mr. Tongford James that a committee should Ik* appointed to incpiiw 
into the whole (|uestion, and if they think tlrat h'gislation ought to 1 k» 
taken in hand then it will 1 m' time' t-o procecnl in that dircM-tion. But 
for the^present, I think the mover of this Bill will In* wcdl adviscMl to 
withdraw it. 

Th0 Hofl’bto Mft P. Ci MITTERs I think I can a|»|>roach this ques- 
tion with some degree of detachment IsH^ause after all it does not 
appertain to my [jortfolin. Although I do not feel the same amount of 
respon.sibility as my esteemed and revered colleague do<*s, yet as a 
Member of Government T cannot escufie responsibility. Therf'fore, T 
have given my most anxious consideration to this problem, and for years 
pa.st as a public man. as a lawyer, and in variems other cafKicities, I had 
opportunities of giving anxious con.sideration to this problem. My res- 
ponsibility as a Member of Government tells me that it is a cruel shame 
that any man, be be rich or poor, shcmld l)e called upon to iwy an inor- 
dinately large share of his income for a house to live in. It is a problem 
which mu.st be solved and the solution of this problem is a question 
that ought i% interest us. But, Sir, I am afraid that those whft have 
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* spoken in favour of Mr. Campbell Forrester’s motion and those who 
have .HiK>ken aj?ainst that motion have really failed to approach the ques- 
tion from the rij^hl point of view till my friend, Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, 
siK>ke on the Huhje(;t. If the ]>rol)lem before us be that the poor or even 
the well-to-do sliould have a house to live in at a reasonable rent, do we 
solve the problem by acc^mtuatinp class disputes? We all know class 
disputes are dangerous things — they take us away from the right spirit 
in which big ]>ioblems, imj)ortant problems, ought to be solved. The 
obvious solution is more production, that solution I realize is easy to 
suggest hut more difficult to materialize. Therefore, my advice to the 
House, both as a Member ()f (lovennnent and in my individual ca|)acity 
as a ]x^rson wdio has given y<*ars of anxious thought to this question, is 
that we should try to s(dve the problem by providing facilities for tran- 
sit, by bringing down the cost of construction, by o{)ening out unopened 
sjmces and by of>ening out suburban areas. Sir, the problem is not really 
so difficult of solution as many of us are apt to imagine. It will l>e simply 
shelving the ])roblem if we re|M‘at the Rent. Act. The tenants. I'jerhaps, 
want an easy solution by re|H*ating the Rent Act, while the landlords want 
to get rid of the Act. If the community suffers, if hundreds of citizens 
cannot get living accommodation, class interests of tenaTits are botind to 
V assertive acid the landlords’ just interests are likely to suffer by the 
overwhelming pressure of a large body of tenants. Therefon', ‘.elf-interest 
cnight to tell th(' landlords, self-interest o\ight to tell the tenants that 
they should find out a true solution ami not a <iuack remedy. Sir, 
within two miles or i>erhaps less from the most congeste<t areas of 
Northern Calcutta, we have places like Maniktala. Fltadingi, where 
w’ith facilities of transit the' jaior men can reach the congested areas of 
the tow'Ti in five or ten minutes’ time. We all know that h}i,<ftre huts 
can be constructed in thre(Mnonths’ tinu'. If there are facilities of tran- 
sit, you (*an solve the probhun to-moiTow — at least bv to-morrow you 
can make a beginning. It n^ay be said that it will take vf'ars to take 
the tramway line to theM* places, but it will not take years to take ’buses 
there. Under the present law, the suburban municipalities have not 
the ]x>wer to subsidize (‘arrying com|>anie4». I throw out the suggestion 
not as a Member of (lovernment but ns a private individual that this 
mutter is well worth inve.stigation by a suitable committee; whether the 
])resent law should not be anumdtxi so ns to give power to the outlying 
munieipnlifies to raise the rates and taxes bv half or one ]ier cent, and 
be allowed to utilize the money thus raise<l for subsidizing carrying 
conqmnies. *T am sure, my friend, Bnbu Surendra Nath Ray, who is the 
(Imirman of an important reighhouring municipality, will agree with 
me in this matter, Ix'cause this will have the effect of raising the value 
of lands in the locality. 

I nt'ed not wean* the House with details, hut there are stations on 
the Grand Chord lino and the Bengal-Nagpur Railway line within easy 
reach of Calcutta which can be developed if proper facilities of transit 
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are fortbconiin^f. Within Calcutta itself near about Bhowanipur I haT«* 
seen hundreds of acrtvs of very valuable land lyin^f unbuilt. And whyl* 
Because capital has not Wn organized, and In'cause it ewts too much 
to build. Willi pn>per organization, these difliculties can Ik* met. 
Therefoie, I wtmld appeal to Mr. ( amplndl Forrester whose Bill 1 appre- 
ciate has betMi intrcMluied with the lK*.st of in(>tiv«»s, and lo met*! a cry- 
ing problem — 1 would apjK'al tt» him to wait, and if he feels like that, 
even to withdraw his motii»n. 'Fhe present Ibuit Act will remain in 
force till May next, and I think my esttvined friend will extend the 
ojierations of this Act, ami if he accepts a development c(nnmittet', the 
most imiKirtant duty of the committee will Ih' to consider the. iiuestion 
of the real solution (»f the probhun. Government has a sericms res}Km- 
sibility, but that res|H)nsibility must Ik* discharged with due n‘gard to 
justice, with <lue r(‘gard to what is just to the landhu’d, with due regard 
to W’^'ot is just to the tenant, and if this imsds with tin* approval of 
Mr. (\imphell Forre.st(‘r and thos(‘ who have s|H>k(‘n on Isdialf of the ten- 
ants and landlords, }H*rha|)s at the* end of two oi thiet* months, they 
will find tliat the s]H*ctre which the tenants have raistsl is after all 
unreal. I plead for ls‘tt(‘r undei standing ami I am sure that it a suit- 
able developiinmt commilt4*e 1 k‘ a])iK>inted, it will lead to the solution 
of this hig problem. 

I do not think I neisl take ii|i the time of the TIousi* any longer. 

Mfi D. COHEN: I liave listened attentively to the sjHKM’hes Indh 
for and against flu* motion to lefer tln^ Hill to a S<d(‘ct Fommittts^ 1 
will first of all deal with the Statement of Gh)e< ts and Reasons that 
Mr. (’ampl)ell Forrestcu- has plac(Mi Isdon* us If luiything, the state- 
ments there sh()\\ that there is ahsolutely no necessity for continuing 
this Rent Act. He says that the tenants ha\e Ikhui raking in three 
or foil! times the ordinarx rent from tin* siih-tenant. If this 1m* so, does 
it not i>ro\e that the landl<>nl has Iwen haislilx dealt with, that he haa 
not hafl his fair .share of rent y It can never 1m* contt*n<h*d that the Hub- 
t4*naiit has In'cii jMiying three* <ir four time's wdiat can Im* e'onsidenMl a» 
reasonahle rent, and if that is agre‘e*d ui>on, the*n surely, the only {xiflaible 
explanation is that the landherel has bee»n nnfairlx de*alt with. 

lliis has not only made the landlord discontenle*ji hut has defeated 
the very pur]M)se for whie h the Kent Act was juissfxl. What is the out- 
come? It has caused an estrangement of feeling lM*tw(‘en landlords and 
tenants. Afxirt from that, the^ number of cases that has gone up to 
the Rent Controller is few and far lietween and when c/mipared with 
the total numlK^r of hol«lings that are available in Calcutta, it will be 
seen that the Imlk of the |K*ople do not apfiear to avail thenisedves of 
the advantage of the Rent Act. 

Turning to the s[)efH*h delivercsl by Mr. Campbell Forrester, he has 
given us a list of houses where the rent.s have increased beyond reason- 
able limits. • The Rent Act has been in force for close ujion thre^ yearn 
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* and if the tenants of those houses have not gone to the Rent Controller 
to get their rents standardized does it not clearly prove that they have 
not sought the j>rotection of the Rent Act because they are not in favour 
of it ? There are many reasons why rents have increased. One of the 
reas(jns is tlie boom. In the year 1919-20, a lot of houses changed hands 
and j)eople have had to pay very high prices. Clearly these landlords 
have a right to say — “ Give us 6 per cent, on the present value of my 
house.” When Government are now borrowing money at 6 per cent, 
fiw of itutoine tax, is it not very unreasonable if the Rent Controller 
huH urged “ 4 jxu cent, to a landlord is quite enough.” I did not hear of 
it till Mr. Phelps delivered his speech in the CorjKDration. This Act 
has also operaied very harshly on the landlords l)ecuu8e even the Courts 
have constriKited it as if the intention of the Legislature is that the 
lenunts alone have got to be protected. You have the opinion of the 
Kent (^)ntroller himself where he says that flie Small Causes Court has 
been allowing as much as 12 to 15 months to tenants to remove. W^hat 
is the (‘ffecl ot an order of that description ? There are many tenants 
who are very g(H>d and their rents regularly. There are also a 
certain numb(‘r of tenants who, as soon oh tlu\v find that an order of 
ejectment laid been jnisst'd against them, try, and in several cases 
successfully try, to cheat the landlords out of their rents — no longer 
cu'lled rents liut damages in the 8ha|x> of rents. That being so, slunifd 
we continue an Act of this description? 

4\) prove tiuit the standard rent is a low fig\iie 1 can give you one 
particular instance. Thei*e is a house that has lately (hanged hands 
and has lK‘en a(‘<|uired by the (’alcutta Improvement Trust. The jent 
of that house has Ikhui standardized. Tt is tKTUpi<Ml by Anglo-Indians 
and to-day the Calcutta Improvement Trust are charging a higher rent 
than the standard rent fixed by the Rent Controller. Here you have 
a public l)ody like the Calcutta Improvement Trust charging, in this 
particular case at least, a higher rent than the standard rent. Does 
it not clearly show that in thV opinion of the Trust tlie standard rent 
is not a fair rent? You have also heard the oinnion of the Chairman 
of tlie (?ori)oration. He has referred to section 26 which has o|)erated, 
as he rightly says, very harshly, hut so long ns the Rent Act is in force 
that section must remain, because you (cannot have it both ways. Y^ou 
must eitlicr say that the standard rent is a fair rental or you must 
admit that the standard rent is a very low rental. What is the effect 
of section 26 of the Act? The Cor|>oration are losing money and when 
the CoriK>rati(pi loses money, it means that everj' rateqxiyer has to suffer. 
Not only is there a chance of the rates l)eing increased but also impor- 
tant improvements cannot bt' given effect to. 

Maulvi Yakuinuddin Ahmed and Mr. Syed Nasim Ali have thought 
fit to attack the Chairman on the statistics supplied by him. Babu 
Nitya Dhon Mukherjee has verr rightly pointed out the absurdity of 
these attacks, as no remission of taxes is due until and unless a house is 
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vacant lor at lea«t 60 consecutive days. If that be so, it clearly prove# * 
that there are more than 2,000 houses lyinjyf vacant for over 60 days. 
Does this not jfo to show tiiat at least the supply has jfot up to U»e 
demands It must l>e remembered that this is a frrowin^ city and what 
is wanted is exiauision. Unless you afford facilities by {mnidinfr sjuuH? 
for buildinjir houses for the iHK>r and transjK)rt facilities, I do not think 
that it is reasonable to that the supply of houses will la* very much 

more than the ^lemand. For these ivasons 1 oj>jH»se the reference of 
Mr, Uanipl>ell Forrester’s Bill to a Sdlect (^ommittee. 

Professor 8. C« MUKHERJI: Tlie Cahutta Kent Bill has evoked 
stronii^ feelings, and it is a mutter of profound regret that the (piestion 
is heinjf fouj^ht alon^j^ party lines. The mutter is h(*ing iiw>kc‘d at from 
the i)oint of view (»f .self-interest. Self is the pivot round which the 
whole problem is revolving. The landlord is looking at it from his [loint 
of view, and the tenant is also looking at it from tl»e tenant’s |K>int of 
view% and one who has listened to tin* discussions in this House this 
afternoon is convinced of one fact that there is no menihci ()rem*nt in 
th(‘ House who is n'udy with an imnnnliate solntitui of this dilth'ult 
problem. Sir A.sutosh Uhaudhuri ^^ets up ami su^^^c.sts that it is a 
])iol)lem of housing accommodation, it is a liousinj^ problem, wherms 
the Hon’hle the Minister in char^^i* of l^lucation f^el.s u]> and makes 
his .Hu^^(‘sti(m that tin* (|U(‘sti(Hi may be soKed by an easy Ivunsixirt, 
by o])enin^ out new areas, constructing lints, liavin^ new hustrr.n, and 
more hiiihlin^rs, S<‘ein^' that tin* problem i^ ^nch a difliiailt one and 
seein^.r that the soluticwi needs very careful cnnvi.hiat i(i?i , it seems to 
me that the .sup^estion made* h\ the Benjral ('hamlM»r id UommeKa* is 
the very best. A comniitt(‘e ou/.rht to Is* aj>poifit«*d at once and the 
whole mattfw ou^^^ht to he goin* into; the data oii;,dit to Im* colh‘cle<l and 
the real i^'fievances on l►oth sides ou^hl to he known. 1’hen this House 
will ls‘ in a ])osition to decide whether tin* pres^mt Il<*nt Ar t ou^ht to Iw* 
P'iven a fresh lea.se of life, or wliethei a fresh piece of legislation is 
ncM'dcs], or whether the whole thin^^' ou^ht to 1 m* dn>f>iK*d. The Hon’hle 
the Minister ouirlit to jfive an assurance that the matter will enpfaffe 
his immediate attention and the matter will 1 h* dealt with by this very 
House either in this session or in a future session. If such an assur- 
ance from the Hon’hle the Mini.ster is forthcoming, 1 am sure that 
Mr. Camphell Forrester will see his way to withdraw’ Ids Bill at this 
stage. ^ 


Adjournment. 

The Council wiis then adjournesl till 3 r m. on F’riday, the 9th 
February’, 192*3, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council aeeembied under the 
provisions of the Government of India Aot. 

Tuk (/(yiiiic'il met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Friday, the 9th h'ebriiary, 192d, at 3 r.M. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble the President in the (!hair, three Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council (the Ilon’ble Mr. J. Donald, liein^ absent), the 
three Hon’ble Ministers, and 85 nominated arid elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Revenue derived from new taxation measures and expenditure 

thereof. 


•LI. Bibu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Memlx'r in charge of the Department <d‘ Finaiu'e Ix' jdeasod to state the 
amount of r(>ve?iue received from tin* additional taxation from the Ileiigal 
(!^ourt-feeH ( AnitMidment ) Act, 19Ji2; the Pen^^al Stamp (Amendment) 
Act, and the llen^ml Amusements Tax Act, 1922, up to November, 

1922, and in Ih M ember, 1922? 

(/>) Will tht‘ Hon’ble the Member be pleas^Ml to ^^ive the details 
of the (*x|X'nditure incurred from the said amtmnt lx)th on the i*eserved 
departments and on the transferred departments? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. A. Marr): (o) (/) Receipts under the Indian Stamp Act, lv899, 
as mcxlifiiMl by the Renfi^al 8taml» (Amendment) Act, 1922, for 1922-23 — 

Rs. A. P. 

up to the 30th No\x*mber, 1922 • ... 59,42,379 5 G 

For December, 1922 ... G, 89, 468 6 6* 


Total 

Receipts for 1921-22 for the above ix'riod 


06,31,847 11 0 
57,66,430 5 3 


Increase ... ^8,65,417 5 9 


It is not ixissible to say how much of thi.s increase is due to additional 
taxation. 

* The fifrnrei for D«e«niber, 1992, ftre subject to modtAcation, 4s the accounts for the said month 
hnve not ji^t been dosed. 
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(2) Receipts under the Court-fees Act, 1870, as modified by the * 
Bengal Court-fees (Amendment) Act, 1922, for 1922-23 — 

Rs. A. p. 

Up to November, 1922 ... 1,32,76,321 11 3 

For December, 1922 ... 13,06,086 6 3* 


Total 

Receipts for 1921-22 for the above jieriod 


1,45,82,408 1 6 
l,:i2.00,Stil 14 1 


Increase ... 13,81,546 3 6 


It is not possible to say how much of this increase is ilue to additional 
taxation. 

(3) Receipts under the Bengal Amu.sements Tax Act, 1922, — 

Us. A. l\ 

Up to Noveml)er, 1922 ... l,52,2tM 13 0 

For DeceinlxT, 1922 2,85,011 0 0* 


Total ... 4.37,305 13 0 


This Act cani(‘ into tone from tlic 1st April, 1922. 

{h) No rece][>ts from any |rarticular h(*ad are earmarked either for 
“ Re.sei ve(l ” or “ TransOored ” l)ei>artmeiit.s The details cannot 
therefore he furiiisluHl. 


Scheme for tube-wells for supply of drinking water to riparian 
« municipalities of Hooghly and Howrah. 

*LII. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Will the 
Hoirhle the Minister in ( barge of the Deimrtmeni of I/iHral Self-dovem- 
ment he pleased to state whether the Chief Kngine<*r of the Public 
Health Department has drawn up any scheme for tulx^wells aa the 
chief source of drinking water-supply to the rijwirian municipalities in 
the districts of ITmighly uml Howrah? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr, S. W. Coocto): Schem<‘s for supply of water 
from tul>e-wells were piepare<l ft)r Bally, Kotrung, and Rishra-Konna- 
gore. All these are at present in aln^yance for want of funds. 


* The flfnrM for December, 1i^, ere lobject to modificatiob, m the eocoaotf (or ibe moatb 
bart oot yei been^toeed. 
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Malaria in Kishoreganj town. 

*Llllt Mr. 8. M. B08E: (») Has the attention of the Hon’ble 
the Min inter in oiiarge of the Department of Local Self-Government 
been drawn to the fact that neveral cases of malaria have been occurring 
in Kishoreganj town? 

(h) Is tlie Hon’ble the Minisler aware that there is a large accu- 
mulation of stagnant .water in the ditches and pools and that the water 
channels of the town are obsli^cted? 

(r) Is the lion’ hie the Minister aware that since the construction 
of the Myimojsingh-Bhairab line, a fe^^ years ago, the fr(H> flow of 
water has been obstructtMl by the railway embankments? 

{(I) Ar(‘ the Government considering the desirability of directing 
an irnjuiry by the Director of i*uhlic Health into the matW at an early 
dat(^ ? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (a) T he available statistics do not indicate any 
recent iiicreas(‘ in malaria in Kishoreganj town, though there is a slight 
in(;r(»ase in parls of the Kishor(*ganj subdivision. 

(h) There is no large ucM uimihition of stagnant water in the town, 
but ibe water ('hannels are silttvl up. 1'he Nursunda river on the banks 
of wliieh Kishoreganj is situated is hadly hlcK-ked by water hyacinth. 

(r) Th«‘ Minister has Jio information onjhe subject. 

(d) (ioviM'nment are of opinion tluit it is desirable to await the ro|>ort 
of 11 m* e\iH*rt (Vunniittee aj»iK)inted to investigate the (juestion of 
obstruction to the flow of water caused hy railway embankments in the 
areas recent! \ flooded, as tin* problem is likely to be considered by this 
Committee in its more gem*ral as]K*(’t. 


Posts of the Judicial Commissioners of the Improvement Trust. 

•LIV. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH* ROY Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Ilon’ble the Minivster in c harge of the l>e|>}irtment of Local Self-Govern- 
im*nt pleasc'd to state whethc^r it is a fact that official representations 
have Ihu’H imide for the abolition of the jHKsts of the Judicial (k>mmi8- 
sioners of the Improvement Trust? 

(h) Wha^ is the amount of e?ii>cMuliture which is annually incurred 
in maintaining those posts? 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: (n) It is not dear what posis are meant by the 
exprtwiou “ Judicial Commissioners of the Tinpmvement Trust.” If 
the posts of the President and of the two Ass<*ssors of the Tribunal are 
referred to, then the answer is in the negative. 
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(b) Tlie expenditure incurred in tbe year 1921-22 was as follows 
Salary of the President— -R h. fees jniid to tbe two Assesaora— 

Ba. 37,550; other expenses — Rs. 7,029. ^ 


Scheme for vocational eduoation. 

*LV. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’hle the Mini.ster i?i chur^e of the D^mrtnienf of Education bo 
pleased to state whether he has unv scheme drawn up for vocntioiml 
education P 

(5) If so, wliat is tl»at scheme, how far has it 1 uh*u introduced, and 
how is the sclieiiie to he tinamedP 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): <,i) A (‘oj»y of a note on vtx ul lonuF e<luca- 
tion recorded hy tlu‘ Minister in ( haixe of cdm'ation on the 13ih 
dune, 1921. and a c(>p\ of the Interim Re|K)rt of llu‘ Ihieca Technical 
and Vocational IMucatiori ('oiniinltet^ are laid on the Lihrary table. 
The final rejKirt of the Coininittee is hein^ awaited. 

(5) (ioverninent will eonsider the provision of funds when the final 
rejHirt ha.s he(‘n nneived and decisions taken UjMUi it. No larj^e scheme 
st'ems jHis^ihle in the near future. 


Proposed renewal of the Calcutta Rent Act. 

aVI. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the lion hi. (he Minis 
ter in ehar^t* of tin* Dejiartiinuit of laM-al Self-(lo\ ei nnienf lu‘ pleu.s<u. 
to stule^whether it is projiosed to renew the Calcutta Rent Act this year} 

Mr. S. W. GOODE: Mi ( amphell l‘'oiTester’s Hili for aineiidiujif and 
extending; tin* tenii of the Rent A< t is now Ix-foie the Ia*gislati\e (’ouiieil. 


Applications for grants for High Schools. 

•LYII. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the llonTde the 
Minister in charge of the department of Education he pleased to state— 

(») whether there are any applications for capital and recurring 
grants from High Englislj Sehcwils in tlie Pabna and other 
districts during the current year; and 

(it) how many of such applications were received and how were they 
disposed of? . 
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TIM Hon'bla Mr. P. C. MITTER: (t) Yes. 

(ii) A Btatement ifl laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause {ii) of starred question 
No, LV 11 furjiishing the information in connection with the applied^ 
tions for capital and recurring grants from High English Schools. 



PaboA. 

Other dto. 
trloU. 

Number of applications received during 



the year (1922-23) 

... 12 

318 

Number of applications granted 

Number of applications under corre- 

... 6 

121 

spondence 

... 3 

79 

Number of applications pending for 



funds 

... 3 

77 

Number of applications refused 

... — 

41 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which wore laid on the table). 

Revised estimate of expenditure and income of Government for 
the year 1923-24. 

338. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in ( luir^^'e of tlie Department of Finunee be pleased to state — 
(?) what will be tin* revised <‘st]mate, so far as ean anticipated 
now, of the ineunie and exiHMidituie of (lovernment for the 
eurr<*nt finaiieial year; 

{n) wliat revenue has Ikhmi raistnl u^) to l)e<'ember, 1922, by the 
levy of — 

(<?) additional stain jMluties ; 

^ {h) lidditional court-fees, and 

(c) amusement-tax, 

a.i a result of the jaissinjf of the taxation laws on thoae 
subjects ; 

(Hi) what revenue do the (lovernment antieijrate in deficit for the 
budjfet of 1923-24; and 

(iv) what will W the amount of deficit and how are the Government 
projXKsinp^ to meet the same? 
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Mr. A. MARR: (i) to (iv) The fifrures are not available at preaent. * 
They will l)e made known on the presentation of the bud|fet to the 
Legislative Council. 

(ii) The member is nderred to the answer given to starrcnl ques- 
tion No. LI on the subject asked by Babu Siirendm Nath Ray at this 
meeting. 


Measures for cattle welfare. 

339. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the non ble the 

Minister in charge of the iXqiartment of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state what steps are projHKsc'd to lx* taken during the next 
official year — 

(i) for increasing the numlx'r of stud bulls for biwling purjHises; 

(li) for the establishment and maintenance of disjwnsaries 'for the 
treatment of diseased cattle; and 

(nt) for the provision of lands for gnizing pur|>oses with a view to 
increase the supply of pure cow’s milk in the several iMirts 
of Bengal? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES tthe Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab AM Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur) in) Stud bulls of known milking jM'digns* aie now la'ing 
placed on all the (lovernnient farms and their services will be available 
to the cow-kf»e[x>rs in the neighbourhoml. 

{It) DisiHmsanes for the treatment of di.seam*d cattle are maintained 
by the district boards and not by (lovemment. 

(ni) The inemlier is refened to the M|H‘ech of the llon’ble the Minis- 
ter on»the resolution on cattle-breeiling moved h\ Mr. Ibasanna Deb 
Haikat at the Council meeting of (>th September, UtlJl. 

Excavation and re«excavation of tanks in Pabna. 

340. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: liVill the Ilon'ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-(iovernment Ik» pleasml to 
state the numl>er of new' tanks excavated and (dd ones restored by the 
District Board of Pabna for the improvement of drinking water supply 
in the niral areas of the district and, e.npecially, of the Sadar suMivi. 
sion during the last three years? 

MINISTER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF«G0V. 
ERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banorjea): Government have 

no infwTnatioo. • 
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Expenditure in combating malaria in Pabna. 

341. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL -HAQ: Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(?) vhether it is a fact that Ils. 1,268 have been spent since he 
came into offi<e on 2,587 villages in the district of Pabna; 

{u) if 80 , what portions of this amount have been spent for the 
Sadar and Sirajganj subdivisions, resj^ctively, and the 
villages in the re.siHM-tive subdivisions; and 

(in) what has been the outcome of this exjwuditure in combating 
malaria, subdivision by subdivision, in the district of Pabna? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERaEA: The question is 
vague and is not clearly under8to<Kl, since it is not stated whether ex- 
penditure by district boards or union boards or Government is referred 
to. 


Pay of the Health Officer of Pabna. 

342. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Lta^al Se I f-t Government l)^ 
fdeased to state — * 

(0 tht‘ pay of the j)rescnt Ib’ulth ()tti(‘er em])lo\ed b\ the district 
brvard of Pabna; an^ 

(ii) th(' amount contributed by the Government towards his pay? 

The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (i) Ils. 800^ 
20 — 500 per mensem. 

(ii) Half the i>ay. 


Begging and hawking in tranvoars. 

343. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: {n) Will the Hon ble 

the Minister in charge of the IXq>artmen( of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to states — 

(i) whether it is a fa(‘t that many persons IxMird the tram-cars in 
Gulcutta with the object of collecting money on various pre- 
texts and for hawking many articles; and 

(ji) whether it is a fact that owing to the solicitations of these 
persons, imssengt'rs in the tram-cars are often put to barrass- 
menl and inconvenience? 
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(6) Are the Government codiMderinjf the desirability of drawing* 
the attention of the authorities of the CaloutUi Tniinwuys Company, 
Ltd., to this and of recjiiesting them to issue instructions at an t*arly 
date to put a stop to this practice? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAt (a) Govern- 
ment have no information. 

(fj) The reply is in the negative. 


Supply of good drifiking water in Pabna. 

344. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (,0 lias the lion hh the 
Minister in charge of tlie l>ei>artment of Lmal J^tdf-(io\ eminent gtit 
any information as to the numW of inhabited villag<*s in the distriii 
of Pabna which have not got a suflicient local supjdy of good di inking 
water for men and cattle? 

(fj) If not, will the Hon'ble the ^Minister 1 h* jdeased to state wln’tiier 
any such .statist ies ari' Ixung collected or will 1h* collected during the 
present settlement oiMuations? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (h) No. 
Erosion of Noakhali town. 

345. Munshi MAKRAMALI; (a) 1.^ the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Depailment (d I’nblic Winks anaM‘ that i1m‘ river t<» the 
south of the Noakliali town and the khal to tlo‘ east of the town havu 
been silted up and exterisivt* chars have Ikmmi formed just below the 
town? 

(/djs the Hon’lde the Minister aware (hat tlie khal is cutting (he 
Assam-Hengal railway station at Noakhali, situated on the north of (ho 
town? 

(c) Is the Hon’hle the Minister aware (hat the acting Chief Engineer, 
Mr. A. N. Du.s, insjKM-ted (he londition of the river and the khal and 
recommended the construction of two hunds temhankments) across the 
khal, and to divert the current l»y the re-excavation of a small f hannel 
tow^ards the ea.st from the hig khal a.s a protective measuie against the 
erovsion of the town hy the khal in the north-east of the town? 

(ff) Will the Hon'hle the Minister W pleased to state whether the 
construction of the bunds and re-excavation of the branch channel in 
to be taken up during the next dry season? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Minister also aware that very great changes 
have taken place in the condition of the river to the south of the Noakhali 
town since tiie Chief Engineer in.spected it last? * 
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(f) Are the Government considering the desirability of deputing the 
Chief Engineer again to the town to inspect the present condition of the 
river, and to determine whether the time is ripe for taking any protective 
measures P 

MINISTER in Oiling^ df DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hoh’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

{a) Yes, but these chars are being washed away from the west and their 
stability is as yet uncertain. 
ih) Yes. 

(r) llai A. N. Das Bahadur inspected the condition of the river and 
the khal and recommended the construction of one bund only with a 
drainage opening, Imt he did not recommend the diversion of the khal 
through any other artificial channel. 

(f/) The reply is in the negative as the recommendation of the 
liai Bahadur was not accepted by Government. 

(c) Yes, but as stated above the stability of the char is not yet 
established. 

(/) Government are in receipt of regular reports on the subject ahci 
do not propose to depute the (’hief Engineer at present to inspect. 


Erosion of Noakhali town. 

346. Munshi MAKRAMALI: (a) Is the Hcm’ble^be Minister in 
charge of the Department of Public Works aware that the erosion of the 
Noakhali town by the river to^ts south and east has jjractically ceased h 

(h) Are the Government (‘onsidering the desirability of deputing an 
expert Engineer immediately to inspect the condition of the erosion and 
report as to whether any steps should be taken by the Government l)€fore 
the next rainy season to help nature? 

(r) Ts it a fact that the then Chief Engineer, Mr. A. N. Das, 
recommended to the Government that two bunds should be constructed 
in different places against the Mantiarghona khal to stop the erosion ol 
the khal to the north of the town? 

(fl) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, have been taken to c*arry out the recommendations of the Chiei 
Engineer?' 

The Hon’ble the Nawab BAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI. 
Khan Bahaifur: (a) Yes, for the present. 

(h) Governmecit are in iTceipt of regular reports on the subject ano 
do not consider it necessary to depute an expert Engineer at present to 
inspect. 

(r) No, he recommended the construction of one bund only. 

(//) The recommendation was not accepted by Government. 
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or. Dr. JATINORA MATH MOITRA: Will the Hon*Ua tlta 
Minuter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government he 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the specific anti>mnlarial works performed by the individual 
district boards of Bengal from January, 1921, to July, 1922; 
(ti) the sum actually spent for the purpose in each case; 

(iiij the actual measures taken by the district and loi'al boards to 
improve the water supply during that period; and 
(tr) the sum spent in each particular case referred to in (m)? 

Tba Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA; (i) and (ft) Nd 
specific anti-malarial works were carried out in 1921-22 by district Imards. 
(iii) and (iv) A statement is laid on (he Library table. 


BhatfMira muniot|Nitity. 

34S. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon'bleUe 
Minister in cl^rge of the Department of l^tHMil Self-fiovernment b^ 
pleased to state whether he has received any petition from the Bhatjuira 
Peoples’ Association pointing out various irregularities of the 
municipality.*^ ^ 

(h) If 80 , what action, if any, has been taken in (he matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (b) A 

petition was received on the 9tb of August, 1922, criticising the conduct 
of business at a meeting of the municipal c<»mmisHioners. No action 
haa been taken by Government on that petition. 

Another petition was received in the same month regarding the 
disposal of some borrow-pit land'< which the commissioners were said to 
be purchasing from the Eastern Bengal Railway. The pefition-waK 
forwarded to the local officers for report. The Magistrate of the 24* 
Pargnnas reports as follows: — 

“ The late Chief Engineer of the Eastern Bengal Railway Rai Baha- 
dur Rala Bam, i.s.o., made a proposal to transfer some insanitary borrow- 
pits near the Kankinara station to Bhatpara municipality instead of filling 
them up. His proposal was accepted by the Railway authorities in the 
year 1918, who asked for a valuation of the horrow-pits in question ana 
the Land Acquisition Deputy Collator accordingly valued them and his 
yaiuation was accepted by the Railway authorities who subsequently 
biotp 4 GoTbmment to sanction the relinquishment of the land. The 

BT 
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relinquishment was sanctioned by Government in the Revenue Depar^ 
roent. Noting is known regarding the purpose to which the munici- 
pality will put these boirow-pits/' 

As under section 34 of the Bengal Municip^ Act the commissioners 
have absolute power to dispose of any land they do not require, Govern- 
ment decided not to interfere with their discretion. 

Another petition alleged that a trade license fee was levied from a 
local rice mill. The rates at which license fees are levied under 
section 201, Bengal Municipal Act, are fixed by the Commissioners at a 
meeting with the approval of the Commissioner of the Division. No 
action has been taken by Government in this matter which is outside theii 
jurisdiction (Section 261. Bengal Municipal Act). 


Titaghar sewerage scheme. 

349. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon'ble 

the Minister in charge of the Departmetjt of l^jcal Self-Government be 
pleasf*d to state whether it is a fa(‘t that the proposal for the construction 
of drains and for the consideration of the scheme of <lrainnge in some ot 
the municipalities of the 24-T*arganas district have been postponed for 
the final decision about the proposed Grand Trunk Canal? 

(h) If so, w’ill the TTon’ble the Minister be pb*ased to state whethej 
it is similarly proposed to posfp(me the final approval of the Titaghar 
sewerage scheme? 

The Hon’bla Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) It is not 

a fact that schemes of drainage have been postponed for this reason. The 
scheme most affected is that of the Cossipore-Chitpur municipality. A 
revised project to suit the present intended alignment of the Grand Trunk 
Canal has been prepared by the Chief Engineer, Tbiblic Health Depart- 
ment. The Municipal Commissioners of Cossipore-Chitpur have post- 
poned further consideration of this project until the question of the 
inclusion of this municipality in Calcutta is settled. 

(h) This question does not arise but in n*ny case the Titaghar sewerage 
is in no way affected by the Grand Trunk Canal project and Government 
do not propose to withhold its approval to the scheme. 


David Hart TrainKig Collaga and Dacca Training Collage. 

350. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon ble 

the Minister in (diarge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(C the numher of classes, and the number of students in each of 
* these classes, in the David Hare Training College and the 
Dacca Training College, respectively; and 
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the total anaoal cost of maiaienance for each of these ooUege^t 

(h) Is it true that most of the students attending these collegea are 
in receipt of stipends? 

(r) Is it true that considemhle accommodation in the David Hare 
Training College is lying vacant for the delay in the extension of claases 
or for lack of provision of hostel arrangements? 

The Hon’ble Mr* P* C* MITTERS (a) {i) There are two classes, one 
B.T. and one L.T. in the David Hare Training College, and three classes, 
two B.T. and one L.T. (»r one B.T. and two I^.T. in alternate years in 
the Dacca Training College. The limit of admission prescribed in the 
Rules is 60 (30 in the B.T. class and 20 in the L.T. class) in the llavid 
Hare Training College, and 00 (2tt in each class) in the Dacca Training 
College. But in practice a larger nuinWr of students i.s taken in. 
In 1921-22, 32 B.T.’s an*! 22 L.T.’.s were a«lmitted in tlie David Hare 
Training College, and 08 B.T.’s and Tv.’I'.’s were admitted in the Da' cn 
Training College. 

(it) I’he total annual cost of maintenance in 1921-22 was: — 

(1) Rs. 93,048-9-1 ill the cum* of the l)a(*ca TTulning College. 

(2) Rs. 04,()00-7-6 in the (use of the David Hare Training College. 

(h) (1) All (jovernment servants in the Hdu(‘a(ion Department 
deputed to the Training Colleges aie granted an allowance etjuivalem 
to full salary. ’ 

(2) Aided s(ho<d teadous are gi anted an allowance representing 
three-fourths of their jiay by the Department (suhjeid to the niaximum 
of Rs. 60 per mensem) the remaining (juarter of (he pav being paid by 
the .school authorities concerned. 

(3) A stipend of Rs. 20 per men.sem is granted to a limited numbei; 
of outside .students. 

(cj ]Vo. 33iere is no portion of the pre.sent joemises tNo. 46, Benia- 
tola Lane) that is n((t being used by the David Hare 3’raining (hdlegC 
and its attached hostel. The ((dlege occupie.s the ground and first floors 
and the hostel the second. 


Rules for the preparation of paper boohs in appeals. 

351. SHAH 8YEO EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble ihr 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department he jileased to state in w'hat 
respect.H the rules for the preparation of paper larnks in appeals have 
been modified by the High (’ourt out of deference to the protests made 
by the Vakils’ Association and other public bodie.s? 

MEMBER in of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tlio HoiPbla 
iir AbB-uriiRabiiii): A 8tat«ment is laid od the Library table. , 
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Piiioii«yill iifiloii primary talmils. 

3S2. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQs (a) Will the Eon’ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
the amount paid to the districts of Pabna and Bogfa and other district£ 
of Bengal .during the year 1921-22 and also during the current yeai 
1922-23 for the maintenance of the panchayati union primary schools^ 

(h) On what basis or principle has this distribution been made to 
the schools of each of these districts? 

(r) Will the Hon^ble the Minister also be pleased to state the names 
of the districts in which there are panchayati union schools for boyt 
and girls and the number of such schools in each of these districts? 

The Hon*ble Mr. P. C« MITTER: (a) A statement showing the 
amount paid during the year 1921-22 is laid on the table. The figures 
for 1922-23 are not yet available. 

(h) Grants are made at the rate of Rs. 10 per mensem for boys’ 
schools except in Bakarganj, Tippera, and Noakhali where the rate is 
Rs. 11 f^er mensem. For girls’ schools the rate is Rs. 16 per mensem. 

(c) The labour involved in the collection of the information i§ 
al^^ether di8])roportiohate to its value, and Government are not prepared 
to undertake it. 


Siat^ient referred to in the reply to clause (a) of 
unstarred question No. 352. 


Diftrict. 

Gr*nt for lobooh 
butit line* l»tB< 
1B1«. (Dlstribo. 

ud Id inium.) 


Rs. 

24-rnrganafl 

... 1,960 

Nadia 

... 2,314 

Murshidnbad 

984 

Tessore 

... 1,114 

Khulna 

... 1,784 

Burdwan 

765 

Birblium 

... 1,320 

Bankura 

... 1,104 

Midnnporc 

752 

Hooghly 

240 

HowTah 

984 

Dacca 

... 1,712 
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DtotHet. 

OfAKt Amt lelMAli 
btttil dam 
tll». (tMcbrilw 
tmllu 


Rs. 

Myniensingh 

... 1,224 

Faridpur 

... 1,500 

Bakarganj 

720 

Rajshahi 

744 

Dinajpur 

;D2 

Jalpaiguri 

804 

Rangpur 

... 1,020 

Bogra • 

1,170 

Pabna 

072 

Malda 

704 

Tippcruh 

. 2,iotr 

Noakhali 

084 

Chittagong 

... 1,411 


T.tlul ... 2!»,4L>4 


Special daie prieenars in Dacca jail. 

353. SHAH SYED EMDAOUL HAQ: Will thf noi.'l)! 
Mpnil)t*r in rharj^o of tho Dejmrtmoiit of IU‘vtuiiie (JuilH) 1 m* plou 
state — 

(f) whether if is a fact that ftwmerly the nunil>er of political 
• prisoners in the Dacca jail was 24)0 and at present there 
are only pfditical prisoners there; 

(it) whether it is a fact that Mnnlvi Shams-ul ITiida, Secretary to 
the Dacca Town Khilaful (’onimittee, and Maulvi Sadat 
Hossain of Anjuman lalamia, were subjected to cruel treat- 
ment, and had to undergo various degrading jniniahmenta; 

(iii) whether it is a fact that before the arrival of political prisoners 

referred to in (it) above, the pcditical prisoners in the Dacca 
jail had not to stand in file or to show their hands ; 

(iv) whether it is a fact that they were handcuffed at night on their 

refusal to stand in a line with the ordinary prisoners and 
they could not say their prayers proi)erly ; and 

(v) whether it is a fact that their health has been impaired owing 

A to their frequent confinement in the cells f « 
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' MEMBER in oliMge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [ilAILS] 
(the Hon’hle Mr. H. L. Btophanson): (t) The hgures given in the ques- 
tion are approximately correet. 

(u) No. On admission they refused to be classified as special class 
prisoners and were therefore not entitled to any privileges. 

(in) Political prisoners classified as “ si>ecial ** class prisoners have 
always l)een exem{>ted from standing in file or holding their hands up. 
Prisoners not so classified are not entitled to this privilege. 

(iv) Night handcuffs were inijK>He<l for breaches of jail rules. 
They complained that they could not say their prayers properly and it 
was pointed out to them that the remedy lay in their own hands — viz., 
to <)l}ey jail rules and regulations — that if thi^y wanted certain privileges 
they should apply to be classified as si^ecial class. They finally con- 
sented to ai)ply for such classification and after they had done so, they 
have l)een granted the privileges of sjxH'ial class prisoners, pending 
Government sanction to their classification. 

(v) No; their health has imj)roved sinco their admission to jail. 


Admiasioii to Bangai Engineering Colloge. 

%t4. Ru LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY BMiadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minist<»r in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state the number of .students wliu aie annually admitted into 
the Bengal EngimH*ring ('ollege at Sibpiirh 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of increasing 
the number to meet the growing need of the province y 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Formerly the number of 
admissions was fixed as below : — 

(i) Civil Engineering course — 20. 

(it) Upper Sulmrdinate course; (tti) Mechanical and Electrical 
Engin<*ering course; and (iv) Mining course — 85. 

After the abolition of the T^pjhm- Subordinate course the number of 
admissions to the Civil Engineering cour.se was increased to 40. But 
no increasedias been made in the number of udmis.sions to the Mechanical 
and Electrical Engineering and Mining courses beyond the standards 
of previous j'ears. The number of admissions to the two last-named 
courses during the last three years were — 


Tmn 

Mwh«Dlo«l »nd 
XteotfleAl. 

itiiUmr- 

ToUI. 

1920 

37 

27 

64 

1921 

42 

28 

70 

1922 

45 

20 

- 65 
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(h) The total number of admisHtonR to the institution is limited by 
barrack accommodation, and an increase in admissions will involve 
increase in staff and facilities for practical training which financial coii- 
aideratious do not now jx^rmit. If and when finatuMal wnditions 
improve Government projK)se to consider the (juestion. 


Sale pf quimne tKrough post ofltoos. 

3S5. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon Ide the 

Minister in charge of the lb* |>;irt incut of l.tuul Self-tiovcrnment lie 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing, year by year, for Uie 
hist tliret* years ami for the Sadar and Siiajganj MilslivNions. resjiec- 
tively, of the distric t of Palma — 

(0 what was the immlK'r of (juiuine tulx's supplied to each |X)st 
office ; 

(ii) what was the total sale of (ininine hy each pist office; 

{ill) what is fh(* mortality from malarial lt‘\er; and 
(/r) what prices of cjuiiuiie were realized ^ 

The Hon’bie Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (<) und*(i.) 

Government are of opinion that the labour involved in compiling these 
statistic’s would not be justificnl by their value. 

(lii) Figures of mortality from malarial fe\er in sulxli visions are 
not available. For statistics legarding mortality from malaria in 
districts and towns in the* year 11)21, the niernlH’r is referred to Form VIA 
of the latest Sanitation lleiKirt. 

(»r) The information is not available without an excessive exjiendi- 
iure of time and lals>ur. 


MuniciptI Account Rulep— Chequet. 

356. Blbu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI: (a) Ha.s the atten. 
tion of the Hoii'ble the Minister in charge of the Dejmrtment of Local 
Self-Government been drawn to acx’ount note No. 49 for the municipal- 
ity framed by the Government us contained in notification No. 6427-M., 
dated the 13th December, 1897 ? 

(b) If so, did the Government take into consideration the practi- 
cability of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman or Secretary of a municipality 
cashing a cheque himself and forwarding the same in half notes and 
siampa in ^registered covers or by money orders to the payee? 
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, (c) Are the Government considering the desirability clf .^tsiMy 
amending the rule to make it more workable ? 

The Hoffbld Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) to (c) The 

member is referred to new ruk^ 231 of the Model Municipal Account 
rules (copy laid on the Library table) which were issued with Govern- 
ment circular No. 33-M., dated the 22nd December, 1917, and which 
replaced the old Municipal Account Rules published under notification 
No. 6472.M., dated the 13th December, 1897. The Model Account 
Rules have been adopted by practically all the municipalities in Bengal. 

Non-official Members’ Bills. 

The Caloutta Rent (Amendment) Bill, 1923. 

Mr. H. A. STARK: I am neither a landlord nor a tenant, I may 
therefore hope to be able to take an unbiassed view of the conflicting 
interests of landlords and tenants. But 1 am here not to represent my 
own views but those of a distinct constituency — a constituency which 
has been organized so as to register its opinion on public matters. My 
instructions are to insist upon any measure wbicb will effectively protect 
the tenant, especially the tenant who lias to subsist upon a mixlerate 
incIBae. 

I suppose ever since civilization ])r(Kluced the landlord and his tenant, 
there has been a feeling that Uie rich are preying ufKm the jKK>r. There 
is nothing new in this, for in all phases of life the stronger preys on the 
weaker, and “ great fleas have little flt*a8 ujx>n their backs to bite 
And what with landlords and tenants and subtenants there is 
to-day mutual dissatisfaction and rec'rimination. In many of the 
speeches that have been delivercnl on the main issues, what has most 
impressed me is the fresh evidence of how difficult it is for anyl)ody to 
give a strictly true accrount of uny matter. The champion of the land- 
lord and the champion of the tenant have both indulged in such extra- 
vaganoes of language, that each has paintinl the other in a deeper hue 
of crimson than is warranted. If anythiiipf, the landlords have, it seems 
to me, protested too much; and the man who protests violently expoees 
bimself to the suspicion that he is not altogether free fn>m guilt. Their 
great anxiety that the Calcutta Rent Act should be don© away with, 
and their opposition to the projmsal that it should be amended — whether 
as in Mr. Comijbell Forrester’s. Bill or otherwise, indicate clearly that 
they would like to have a free hand in fixing the rental of their pro- 
perties. .My contention is that properly viewed the Calcutta Rent Act 
has been beneficial to both landlord and tenant, but not sufficiently wide 
in its scope to come to the rescue of the poorer class of citiiens. It 
has sinned against both the landlord and the subtenant by not legida«> 
ting against the new pest that it has brought into existence-*! mean tiba 



CALCUTTA RENT BILL* 


mi 


St| 


nuddleittta. The resolts have be^ that landlords have been irritated ^ 
by the spectacle of a class of men makings large profits out of the pro* 
p^y oi others^ and that tenants have had to |)tiy to middlemen those 
excessive rents which the Act jwofessed to make imjHvisible. My com- 
plaint is not so much against the landlord against the middleman* 
For the dwelling houses of former years (and they are the great majority 
of houses in Calcutta) were designed for occui)ation by a single family. 
They made no provision for the herding together of four or five families. 
But owing to the stress caused by insufficient housing and by abnor- 
mally high rents, these houses have l>een converlcnl by middlemen into 
human warrens. The result is that, in the ease of the Europt'aii and 
Anglo-Indian population, which has fewer sotiial irstrietions than Indian 
society, houses are so over-crowded that people are living iuuh*r most in- 
sanitary conditions. Instances are known to me in which riHuns have l>een 
partitioned and repartitioned by gunny screens, and men, women, and 
children are huddled together under conditions where the most elemen- 
tary sanitation is impassible. And to oldaiii even sin h (lisn'pii table 
shelter, most tenants are jKiying — I sjieak of tln‘ jK)oivr. seeticm of my 
own community — never leas than 30 to GO jx'r cent, of their wages. 
What is the inevitable result? An aggravation of i>overty : a sinking 
deeper and deeper into debt: a rcMudion on public morals: a neglect of 
the education of children : insufficient eare of the sick : aye, even inability 
to pay for the burial of the derul. I am not druwii»g on my imaginf- 
tion. My position among the pt»ople on whose l)ehalf I sjieak, brings 
me into daily contact with their difficulties and sufferings. I have 
stated the bare truth. If under the Calcutta Uent Act the rich have 
suffered, I say the jxmr have suffered more. I'he Act has not come to 
their aid, and herein is an indication of where the Act needs amend- 
ment. I quite agree that Iwfore na tion is taken u full eiujuirv should 
l)e made into actual conditions. J also agrw that u commiUn* uiqxnnted 
by Government will Ire in a Ix^tter jH>sition than any other committee to 
make investigation. But if there is any danger of an undue delay in 
bringing the examination, I would favour support Ireing given to 
My. Campbell Forrester’s Bill. But whatever action is taken, let us 
have laws that are fair to all. The landlords of Calcutta are dissatis- 
fied with the tenants. The tenants of (Calcutta are dissatisfied with the 
landlords, and I think both are dissatisfied with the Calcutta Bent Act 
as it now stands. As between landlord and tenant it is an old story, 
only now it lias reached its climax. That is all that there is new alrout 
it. I assume that Government and this Council are agreed upon one 
point, vis., that the Rent Act calls for amendment. The urgent matter 
is that it be amended. Whether Mr. Campbell Forrester or the Ministry 
lor Local Self-Government sets the machinery in motion is a matter of 
secondary importance. Only let us get the thing done quickly, and if 
it cannot be done quickly lei the present Act be provisionally extended 
lor a furtimr sufficient period. 
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Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: Since yester- 
day we have l)een treated to martial music. With the clash of interests, 
such music becomes at times veiy handy. We have heard 
Mr. Campbell Forrester with the flourish of his tomahawk and Kaja 
Keshee Case Law with the briiiffin^ out of his “ brand of Excalibur ** 
from its scabbard. It stiikes us, iliat articulate (^alcutta has divided 
itself into two hostile <jamps — the landlords and the tenants. But Sir, 
we who are outsiders, are in love with neither of these people. We find 
it extremely difficult to ji^et a house in Calcutta at a moderate rent. When 
I pass through the streets of (^alcutta T find that there are big palatial 
houses whicli are lying entirely vacant, with iio tenant; but we, poor 
pt^ople, who w’ant to engage a houses at, say, Its. 60, Rs. 80 or Rs. 100 
f)er month, cannot get a houst? ! Tlie iK>orer cluHses have no huts, no 
chawls, to live in ; so the real problem, as has lK*eu jiointed out by Sir 
Asutosh Chaudhiiri and endorsed by the IR>n’ble the Minister in charge 
of Education, is a jH’oblem of house accommodation — a housing-pro- 
blem; and it is ne(;essarv that the (iovernment and the C^alcutta (^oriK>ra- 
tion, should address themselves to this problem. We re(iuire the 
development of the suburban areas, we want the construction of huts, 
chawls and sanitary dwellings to house the labouring class(\s, and I do 
not think the Rent Act helps us in any way in solving this great pro- 
blem. Sooner or later, considering the fa(‘t that Calcutta is the second 
city in the Empire, the housing problem shall have to l>e tackled. The 
Improvement Trust, has now launched ui>on its career of destruction, 
but the time is not far off when it should pay attention to the con.struc- 
tion of habitations, for the pemr lalmuring clas.s<\s. My friend, Mr. 
Krishna Cffiandra Ray Chaudhuri, who si)eaks on kdialf of the lalmur- 
ing classes is very indignant towards the landlords and had a fling at 
“ capitalism ” in his 8j>eech yOvSterday, though he did not put it in so 
many words. He exclaimed that the landlords were practically fatten- 
ing on their “ luumnied increments,’’ but. Sir, we have not yet reached 
that stage of Socialism in this country when we could do ‘without 
“ capital,” and 1 do not know how the suburlwn areas can be developed 
without capital. Only the other day I was passing through Dhakuria. 
It is a splendid place, but it is a complete marsh. I wonder why this 
area has not Wn develoiK*d since it is so close to Calcutta? It is a 
standing shame to the rich |XH>ple of Calcutta as well as to the Calcutta 
Corporation that they have never drt^kmt of doing so. There are marshy, 
water-loggtMl places everywhere, and one can hardly sleep at night on 
account of, the mosquitoes. 

The question of house accommiKlation and rent is really a serious 
problem, as apixars from the agitation that has been going on in con- 
nection witii it. There vrere meetings held here and meetings held 
there. But why were these i)ei>ple sleeping so long? Why did not 
they invite the attention of Government to this serious question and 
ask them to solve it in the best way possible ? 
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It bis been sng'gested by certain speakers itbat a jW)ouiuttee--^ * 
tborongbly representative committee — ^an iiuie})ei\dent ccwnmitee— 
should be appointed to into the question. In that respei't I, unlike 
my friend Babu Nitya Dhon Mukherjee, who. livinff on the otherside 
of the Hooghly, po.ses as an independent man, as a moffusilite, am 
really an independent man. In the mufassal, there is no housing pro- 
blem and no <|uestion of rent. There is hardly a tenant there urho is 
capable of paying lis. 10() pt‘r month for a nuiteil houst»; so if a com- 
mittee be appointeil to consider the whole question and suggest a solu- 
tion, I think (Government may l)e willing to legislate In the matter. 
But with regard to legislation, I must say that 1 am very much afraid 
of it. The more legislation, the more litigation and mt>re trouble. Of 
course the more the litigation, the merrier for the legal profession — a 
profession to which I have the honour to Ixdong. jS evert heless, 1 know 
that the existing Rent Act has emhittered the f«M>lings Is^tween the land- 
lord and the tenant to a certain extent in ('alcutta. I have |>t‘i‘sonaJ 
exi>erience of it. I have a relation of mine who lives here in'('ah'utta 
and who is a tenant. He is now conducting a case in the highest court 
in tliis land, with regard to the standanlization of rent. So, Sir, 1 
am not much in favour of legnslation of this jKirtK ular kind, hut I wtd- 
come legislation for (h(‘ pur]Kwe of developing new areius, to have new 
houses ami to afford facilities, for the construetion ofhuildings ; hut 
legislation of a different description should he treate<l with cuutiim. 
Under these. cin’unistances, I think the liest solution of the jirohlem 
will Im* the appointment of a thoroughly represiuitative (omuntttH' to go 
into the whole (jutvstion .so far u.s ( 'aleutta,^uml its suhurhs are coneerned, 
and then, if tin* committee sugge.sts legislation, (Government should 
take it up; and 1 am of ojhmon that Mr. ( 'am])hell Forrester will 1h« well 
advisi-d to withdraw his present Bill. I am not in favour of a private 
meml)er’s Bill on such a momentous question. 

Mr.«HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: It haa bwi usual 

in the gourse of this debate to preface one’s remiu-ks by a imhlic avowal 
of private disintereste<lness ami to leave us to wonder somewhat cyni- 
cally as to why this disinterestedness has in most cases leane<l in favour 
of the landlords. I, tcx), jireface my renuirks by saying that I am not 
a landlord nor a tenant, and I am not afraid to Ix^giii by saying that I 
am interested on behalf of the tenants; and let the ('ouncil, if it desires, 
somewhat cynically conjecture as to why it is so. I regret very much 
‘the equivocal attitude adopted by the Bengal (Chamber of Commerce, 
inasmuch as it profe.sses its inability to make up its mind as to which 
course it should adopt between conflicting interests. I feel sure that 
the lack of knowledge that Messrs. Langford James and Villiers attempt 
to display can be easily remedied, if they were desirous of looking 
about them, and not purposely preferred to remain in ignorance lo aa 
to gjpe thenMn excuse for suggesting an indecent comptomise. ^Hear, 
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4iear.) We are not blind indeed to the power of the landlords and the 
need that Government feels for their support in its reactionary measures ; 
and the Bengal Chamber of Commerce feels that its too whole-hearted 
support of the cause of the tenants, its too ready advocacy in the cause 
of mercy and justice, may alienate the sympathies of a pliable though 
influential section of the public. That the Chamber is content to 
be a dupe of the Government is not to be doubted, but I fear that 
it does not wish to reali 2 e that it is making itself the dupe of the land- 
lords as well. (Hear, hear.) Under the guise of reasonableness and 
vacillation, of pretended ignorance and pretended justice, it has thrown 
a straw of hope iliat, to judge by the acclamation of the landlords here, 
they are only too eager to gnisp. And Perhajis the Government, too, 
hitherto in favour of the Kent Act may find it convenient to accept the 
proiKJ.sition and hind the landlords to itself by closer ties of self-interest. 
And here again 1 regret and protest against the silence of the Govern- 
ment in this ieH|x*ct. It would have shorUmed our labours consider- 
aWy and saved the time of the (\)uncil if Government had given expres- 
sion to its views earlier in the debate if its intention is to adopt a 
middle course. And, then, if the dehatt? had still proceeded and the 
members could not see their way to a( t'e])t the proi>osals of the Govern- 
ment nobody would have grudged the Government a further hearing. 
To spring on us u surprise at the end is hardly fair to the Council and 
the meml>ers. (Hear, hear.) 

Once again, I join issue with Mr. Langford James. It sounds 
plausible to say that it should not l)e left to a private member to intro- 
duce a Bill of such imramouni im|K>rtance.” I see no reason why 
private memlH*rs should only bring in unimportant Bills, why tenants 
should not guard their interests if the Government is so a^mthetic os 
not to do HO for them. (Hear, hear.) If the Bill is referred to the 
Sele{ t (^mmittee, it will always Ih^ open to the Committee to report^ for 
its rejection or to modify it yi such a manner as may Ik*, more in conso- 
nance with justice and exiK*rienre, and all the difliculties of the cTiamber 
of Commerce would have been solved. Su(‘h arguments have always 
been advanced in favour of other controwrsial Bills hitherto introduced; 
but what has happmied to the staid and stable champions of Govern- 
ment Bills that this argument is not put forward in defenc.e of a Rent 
Bill ? There will l)e plenty of time to consider and to take evidence and 
collect facts and figures even after reference to a Select Committee, but 
no — not for tliis shall the same arguments prevail. 

I wonder indent'd what the Chamber woujd do if their suggestion is not 
accepted. Stee^ied in ignorance, I supiwse they will refrain from 
voting. 

One can indeed appreciate the righteous indignation of Raja Resbae 
Case I>aw, who, is, indeed as we all know, one of the best landlords in. 
Caloutta: and no doubt be speaks as il the rest of bis oiass were ^pnUy^ 
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vymptLttmio towardf their tenants. But alas! he stands only too weQ 
in a minority. 

I would point out to him, in passing, thjU while we notice the number 
of houses and flats to let in the advertisements, we, or rather he, cannot 
see how many tenants there are looking for rooms, and how many of 
these buildings are snapped up never to reappt*ar on the “ To let list. 

To come to Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, we do not take him serious- 
ly. If we did, the landlords would not have a leg to stand on. Appn« 
rently he has not read the provisions of the Bill when he says that 
Mr. Campbell Forrester bus no intention of doing away with tlie jirofi- 
teering of the tenants. lie informs u.s that as smin as tlie embargo on 
the export of rice was raised, and the contrcd on toal was removed, the 
price of rice and the price of coal w'ent down, forgetting that the 
removal of the embargo was neither rt‘H|>(»nsil>hK for the hum[>er crops 
in India or in Burma or for the increase in the <*ujtivuted nn*a Iwought 
about by the non-i'(M)i>eration movement , nor is the removiU of tlie 
coal control solely resjionsible for the waggoii supply that (jovernment 
had lieen able to afford to cotil-owners at the jnesent moment. He 
informs us deliberately that a few week.s after the rent (control is 
removed, buildings will l>e erected and rents will come down. I wish 
the landlords, who IiofM* for any suitress, will ndrain from having a 
champion who little realizes what he speaks on the subject. 

From Dr. I*ramatliaria(h Bunerjea we expected nothing else Imt 
an enunciation tif an economic law which the most ignonuit in this 
Hou.se are aware of, namely, that it is the law (»f supply ami demand 
that govenis aji transactions, forgetting that in many case it is neces- 
sary to restrain it by a moral force. Of (‘oiirse, we did not exixM-t him 
to say that the economic law was not necessarily a moral law; and he 
has not .said it; hut the time has come when we realize that when one 
party isf strong and the other weak, efforts must Ix^ made on the imrt 
of the Government to restrain the .stronger i>arty from wreaking its 
vengeance ujxm the weaker. But I am .sorry that he has adopted a 
note which no other member has adopted, namely, that the Bill of 
Mr. Campbell Forrester has been intn>duc4»d for the ymriKise of further- 
ing the interests of Mr. Campbell Forrester's cornmuiuty. I w'ish Dr. 
Pramathanath Banerjea had not raised the qm^tion of Euroix^aiis, 
or the question of racial distinction in this case. We are tenant.s, all 
bf us, Muhammadans, Europeans and Hindus alike, and this Itent Act 
affects us all. It may just be that the Anglo-Indian or Eurojiean 
community may benefit by it more than others, but this too is a pro- 
poaition I very much doubt. I consider that the Muhammadan section 
will profit a great deal more because they, most of them, are landlord*' 
tenanifi. I regret that he baa raised this question and brought it to 
ftefore, • 
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Rai Fanindralal De Bahadur obviously imagines that there are only 
two sections of the community, the rich and the poor. He forgets that 
the Rent Act will, to a large extent, relieve the miseries of the middle 
class who have to maintain a certain standard of living, and the Rent 
Act will certainly alleviate their distress to a very large extent. I 
realize that this Act, as the Act of 1920, does not affect huts. I wish it 
did, because it would benefit the j>oorer section of the population, parti- 
cularly the Muhammadan. I hope a champion will he found who wilh 
having regard to the demolition tendencies of the Calcutta Improve- 
ment Trust, come forward to supfwrt the case of those who dwell in 
huts. But there is one point which I would like to bring to his notice. 
He has asked why it is that the sugar merchants and the jute merchants 
and the tea merchants, who have been drawing, as some other member 
remarked, somewhat enthusiivstically, Rs. 1,000 per cent, or Rs. 2,000 
per cent, os dividends, have been left aside, while the landlords have been 
singled out for a protective measure of this kind. Mo.st of those who 
drew those large dividends, if there were any sueli, have disap|K*ared. 
The Rai Bahadur must l)e aware, as all of us aix*. that owing to trade 
depression and fluctuations in exchange, there has been such a crisis 
in the country that the richer i>opulation who niad(‘ their money during 
the war have disap]K‘ared and many of them have Ix'come insolvent. 
I should like to ask the Rai Ihihadur and the laiulhirds in general, how 
many landlords have IxH-oine insolvent Imm uhso of the Rtmt Act ; and 
whether the interests of any have InHiii jvrmanently affected owing to 
this Act iH'ing in force for the last three years. It is well to n*alize at 
times that land is a safe investment in imrmal times. 

Next we heard a ver\’ glowing siXMM'h from Mr. Surendra. Nath 
MaJlik who is now basking in the sunshine of ofHcialdoin and in sym- 
pathy with influence and |x>wer. He s]K)ke and uet(‘d ns befitted an 
acting Chairman (»f the (kn*iioration of Cahaitta, and alter he had 
enthused alxmt his new-found love, he turned verily like unto U Daniel 
come to judgment, and s|X)ke in the same breath of the “ poor land- 
lords — poor landlords, mark the atljective — ground down by the 
iniquities of the Rent Act. not being at the same time unmindful of the 
©xisten(x» of the jxmr tenants, which he could not help. For one moment 
I fell his vigour coming back to him as in the old days when he spoke 
on behalf of the poor people of this country, hut I was sadly disappointed 
when at the end he said he could fiml no room for the lenanCs and their 
miseries in his heart. Mr, Surendra Nath Mallik s]ioke of the unholy 
alliance l)etween landlords and tenants — [A voice: Nof Mr. but Babu 
Surendra Nath Mallik] — Babu Surendra Nath Mallik that was and 
Mr. Surendra Nath MaJlik that is .since he became the acting Chairman 
of the Calcutta OortH>mtion, spoke to us about the unholy alliance 
between landlords and their tenants. I wish that this unholy alliance^ 
if it Exists at all existed in a large measure. It would^tben become 
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holy Uiifortuiiat**ly, it is btH^aufte ao alliaiioe do««i not exist • 

between the landlord and the tenants that all this trouUe has come 
about. Mr, Surendni Nath Mallik forgets that the Kent Act Im.s nothing 
to do whatsoever with this unholy nlliaiH^ which interferes with the 
assessment and dei>rives the ('or|x>mtion of its just dues. Secondly, he 
has spoken of the cessation of building activities. The figures that he 
gave {winted just to the n* verse, as he himself .said that in 1112U22 there 
were 485 application.s for sanction as against TH5 in He then 

pointed su|>erbly to the ignorance of his friends who were not aware of 
the precise area 


Mr. PREaiDENT(theHon’bleMr. H. E. A. Cotton): You have 

reached your time limit. 

Mr. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: May tln^ hon’ble memliev 1x9 
allow'ed to .speak for five minutes more^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not know how imn h longer he is likely to Ik9. 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWAROY: I shall not take more 
than five minutes, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well, you may proceed. 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY : — who were m>t awiiro 
of the precise area of vacant laml in (’alc-utta. Ills friends cun see 
that the.se plots are there, and his friend.s have got imagination and 
intelligence ami reason to know' that the hu’k of funds at j>re,s4*nt is the 
determining factor in f’alcutta and not the ofsuation of the Rent Art. 
He threatens us that if the Rent Art is re|x*aled, tlu^ rates will be 
raised from IftJ jM*r <'ent. to even 21 iH‘r cent. are not af»raid oP 

that; we can risk it. for the rept‘al rvf the Act wiJl lead to an incmise 
of 3()0 jx^r rent, of our rents. There are 2,2bl vacant house-s at lea.st 
in Calcutta. Mr. Nasim Ali Im.s suggested one n*ason, namely, that u 
number of them are new houses and are unable to find tenants on account 
of the high rent.s demanded. Uai Jogendra (’hunder (flume Hahadur, 
although he appealed on Ixdialf of the landlords, has given ns another 
reason why the landlords are nervous of letting out these buildings at 
the present moment, and tliat is Wause they do not know what will 
be the fate of the Itent Act, and this, I submit, is a very' true n^asoai 
and not that there is any falling off in the demand. I make no apfNml 
to anyone here whose self-interest is conreme<l, but 1 do apfxml to the 
landlords to give vent to that inner small voice, the voice of consc ience 
which, I hope, has not been deadened since they entered this Council 
by the votes df their tenants. 
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The Hon*ble|ile Minieter for Education has suggestedl^^hsl many 
of the landlords think that if they can invest in war bonds at six "peat 
cent., why should they invest in building operations? 

Thn Hon*ble Mr. P, C. MITTER: May I rise to a point of explana- 
tion, Sir? I never said that. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: If the Hon’bie 

Minister did not say it soinoone else did; at any rate this argument is 
put forward by the landlords that they are not building new bouses 
because they find a safer investment by buying war bonds. Apart from 
the question that the Rent Act does not ap]>ly to new buildings, one 
thing which they are aware of and conceal is that while there is little 
likelihood of wnir bonds apj>reciating, land values in Cjilcutta are bound 
to increase. fA voice: Question.] They are bound to increase with 
the developTuent of (^alcuKa as land values in T^ondon have increased 
from W'hat they we’^e some time ago; it musi l>e so unless Calcutta 
deteriorates from the secoml city in the Empire to the last city in the 
Empire, 

I understand some members consider that the principle underlying 
enhancement ofl rent.s is wrong. All that T ci\n say is that if they 
sup|>ort this Rill and allow it to 1 h» ref(‘rTed to the .Select Committee, 
there will 1 h* plenty <»f time in the Select Committee to consider whether 
the principle of enhancement is wTong, and all just pro]K>snls will surely 
find acceptafjce. What T am asking the TTouse to do is, unless Govern- 
ment at the end surpris<»* ns with a statement which may appt'ar to be 
very nnisonable as coming from Government, tf> let this matter lie 
referred to the Select Commit tt>e where there will lie plenty of time 
to discuss all controversial matters. I then»fore re<piest the House 

to su]>iiort the motion for reference to the Select Committee. 

^ 11 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA : From the sarcastic heights from 
which Mr. llns(*yn Shaheed Suhrawardy has deigned to criticise some 
raemViers of this Couiuil, 1 now come down to the ordinarj* question 
before the House. 

in vif'w of the tremendous interests that this measure has aroused 
in this city, it is a great pity that its im{K>rtauee was not fully realised 
by the Government and that it was left for a private member to bring 
forward a* Rill— which, in spite of bis ardent enthusiasm, has many a 
serious drawback, and which has naturally ufiset the landlords of Calcutta. 
The whole matter really resolves itself into these two questions — firstly, 
w'bether the supply of bouses in Calcutta is utterly inadequate to meet 
the demand, and set'ondly, whether the pre.sent Rent Act has really 
paralvvsed building activities in this city. Now, as regards the first 
question, both the supixirters and opposers seem to agree t2at tbe BUppiy 
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is intidequato. Mr. (■ampln^ll Forrester, who hns jiifawliiml the Bill,* 
and whose present synijwthy with the jxior tenanit;?!s refreshing in 
contrast with his supjHirt of the taxation Bills last year, and my friend 
Dr. Banerjea who op|K»sed the Bill — hi)th are agree<l on this jxiint — 
that there are not Miilicient houses. Now, comes the ipiestion — is the 
insufficiency of the houses such as to leave the |X)orer tenants ahsolut«*ly 
at the mercy of the landlords!" I say, |XMm»r tenants advi.s<*dly, IxH'nUvse 
I think that the richer section of the community, 1h* they tenants or 
sub-tenants, have no right to seek (fovernment ])rote('tion in this matter. 

I lielieve that tlie law of supply and d<*mand sliould geiierallx Ix' b'ft to 
move along its unerring |vath. but when the m‘<'essitn‘s i»f life are (‘on- 
cerned, there is a |x>int in the life of a community, when this law cannot 
lx* jx*rmitted to work out its fateful efTe4't. W«‘ liave sivn how in the 
case of rice and wheat (fovernment had to int4*rb*re with free exjx>rt. 
So, also, with house ac('omm<Klation, which is now limited in (‘alcutta, 
as long a.s the suburbs are not ojx*n<‘d out and transjxirt faeilitii's are 
nr>t increased, when the |XH>rer [X'ople an* reallv so ground down that 
they cannot find a loof over tlieir heads, <‘xc<‘pt for a ruinous rent, the 
matter calls for s(»ni(* ^(fii of tnt<‘rfen‘nce. Thm int(wf(*n'rice, In^vi- 
ever, rannot be unlimited ■ it may be on tin* lines of the English Ai’t, 
it mav be corifim'd to houses whos4* n‘ntai is not alwfvi*, say, Rs. 200 or 
Rs. IbO a month. 

TThether the |M)sition in (’alcutta has up till now continued at thix 
ciitical stage, i" a matter on which tliere s(muiis to lx* a gn'ut »liv»»rgen('e 
of opinion T mu>t confes^ that y<*sterda> 's d(‘])ate has not heljXHl us 
much in getting at the real truth Sonn* landlords luni* shown their 
paternal ^ollclt^lde fni the tenants, they havi* taken exai'ting care to 
take the tenants urnhu' thei? gentle proO-ction in tlu'ir shelt»*ring 
bosom. Th(‘re are others again who hav4* aspire<l to get sueh profits i»ut 
of their housi*s. as might lx* \ lelded bv tin* great grinding mills on 
the baiiks of tin* TTmighlv. utt4*r]y forg'etting that lioum* afeonirrioda- 
tion is not a coninnKlit\ like other merchandise which can lx* wifely 
replaced h\ cheaix*r suh'<titut<*s There are again |x*ople, wliow jxdeinicx 
on Ix'half of tlie •»ih‘nt nlasse‘^, used to fill this House with niver- 
l>erations not long ago, hut who .stand uy» to-day and oy)ix)s(*. ost^'nsiblv, 
in tlie interests of the jxxir rat4*-pa\ ers, a Bill, wliieh. however |»artially, 
seeks to relieve the unfortunate* yxxir When tliere is such divergence 
of oyunion. it is ah'^olutelv necessary that a committ»*e of ex^x> 1 t^ should 
•be ap|x>inted to go irit«) the whole fjuestion of rents in ralcutt,! and 
jiending any action taken on the report of the committee, tlie yn-esent 
Rent Act should be exteTid«*d for a temyxirary yx*nod. 

To come now to my wcond (piestion. viz . whether the prei^ent Rent- 
Act has reallv ymralvsed building activities — here lijso we are faced 
with strongly divergent views. Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, with all 
the re»ponsi^>ility of the Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation, fiayn 
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that it Iuih; whereas Bai Bahadur Jogeudra Chunder (ilu>se, speaking 
from ih(‘ same side of the ILjiise, says: “ at the rate, at which biiild- 
iiigK are iH‘ing huUt in Calcutta and the suburbs, the supply will soon 
he gi('at(‘r than the demand and rents will go down to an extent as 
will satisfy even Mr. (!umplK*ll FoiTester.” I do not understand this 
staiemeni heeaiise the Bent Act does not affect new' houses. In view 
of tliis divergence of f)]>inion, it is absolutely necessai’y that some sort 
of Ifiriuiiy must 1 h? made into the (juestion of house ueeommiHlation, 
extension of suburbs, transjM)rt farulities ami rates of iruit, and I hoi>e 
the lloii’bb* the Minister will Im* pleaded to givt* us an assuraiiee that 
tlu' jirrxseiit Kenl Act wumbl Ih'' extended for’ a short jMuiod, so that 
during the tirm* the wlude matter (d' th<‘ rate of rent, extiUision of 
Huluiibs and tians|Mut facilities is gone into by this Committee, the 
|H)orer sia tion may not be made to sirffiu'. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: At the outset 

1 think it rny duly to congiatulalr* the lloiis(‘, if 1 nia\, on tin* high 
levid ol del)al(‘ inaintairKMl in tin* discussions of uxsterday. Sir, tliis 
controversy has excited a great (b‘al of feeling; jiassjous ha\e b(‘en strn‘d, 
recrimiriiitions hav(‘ lM*(*n indulged in. mass me<‘tings havi* b<‘en ln*ld. but 
all this has taken plaer* outside this ITousic Within the Legislative 
ChanilM‘ 1 . (lesjriti* some notable lapses, of which W(‘ havr* hail a lecent 
illustration a few' minut(‘s ag’o, tlieie has bi‘(‘n displa\ed a s(“i’i*nil\ ot 
tmiiiH’i', a sobi’K'ty of .judgment and a measurt* of freislom fi'om excitc*- 
riieiit, which, 1 think, w’oubl do(r(‘dit toan\ h'gislat i\ (* assimibly in India 
or (‘Isewhi'i’e. d'ln* otlnu’ da\ 1 w'as rr'mling a ciilicism ol tin* ])i (x eeiluigs 
of (Mil Lt‘g-islat i\ (‘ CcMincils in an Aineiicaii ]>eriodical writt(‘ii b\ an 
AoHMicaii visit(M who was |Mes(Mit in this galb'iv at one of <mii me(*lings 
My friend, Mr. (’ampbell Foriestei, was good (‘iiough to plact* this 
p(‘ri(Mlical at my disjiosal. I am sure if the American \isiloi were 
pr(*st‘nt \ (‘,st(*i (lay , he would Jiaxe had i(‘asons to modii\ his views and 
piuhajis to changt* his angle of vision. 

I haM' ndernsl to a notable la]»se with ri'gaid to tin* tenoi' and iht^ 
tenip(*r of the (hdiate that has talom jibrce. My fii(‘nd, Mr. ]In.s«>yn 
Shahei'd Suhrawaid\, has attacked i‘vt‘rybody lu' c(Mild think of, not 
('\ci*j>ting my ILuThh* tru'iid to m\ h‘ft. u)Km whom lu* fathmed state- 
ments which h«‘ m'V(*r made. IL* is dissatisfied W'ith tin* Covernrnent — 
that he alwa\s is — he is dissatisfied with tin' Itov (‘riirmuit , and wdiy? 
Be(‘aus(* th(‘ ( tov eiiiment did not give him tin* op|H)rtuni1y of making an, 
attack u{Mm it If 1 had spoken eailier, and if my fri(*nd had followinl 
me. 1 sup|>os(‘ he would ha\e said a lot of things against me; he missed 
that op|K»rtunitv and he is disap]HMnted. and this TTouse is always ]ratient 
with a disappointed man. However, tlu're is one consolntion. My 
friend will have amjde op]H>r’t unities on trther oec'asions of throwing his 
darts at the (fovernment, and I hope he will gratify to the full his 
w ishes in that iesi>eet. I have no complaint to make of Ifis attacks oa 
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the (Jovoriimeiit ; iho (ion eminent !> broad-sheuldemi eneuifh for. 
reeei\iiif( oiiHlauij^ht.s of iliat kiiul, lH‘eau>e (io\emmeut rejoices and linds 
htiength in the euns<'iouMie» ot njsdit and ju.stice. 

1 think I e^ples^ the ^ense tlii> ll(»u>e alien I mix that xxhatexei 
may he our \ ie\v> aith leyaid to Mr. (’ainphell Fone>tei's liill, we all 
leeo^nii/e that he ha'< done a diNtinet puhlie her Nice hy inti odiiein^^ ihi." 
Jiill ; h(‘ ha^ ealh‘(l attention to this nnjioitant -ahject. It must not ioi 
a inonieiit l>e imaf^ined, as in\ friend, Mr. Suhiaaardy, U'lii'xes, that the 
( lovei nnuMit ha> hi'en Nle(‘pin^'- ovei thi^ mattei ; on the eontrary, this 
question, hein;^'’ one of ^'leal dittnullx and peiple\it\, ae have hetoi 
consiiltM ii e\ei "iine Oitoher last I am not pei nutted to unt«>l(l 
the seirets of my jiiisoii hoime, and tlierefore, I am not alloaed t<> take 
Mi. Suliiaaardx into ni\ eonfidenre. We hav<‘ not Immmi apalhetn*; ae 
liaxe IxH'ii (loiiif: oin best ^ it is posxihlo \\(* mif^dit ha\e done a ^neat ileal 
more; ae may liav e ( ommittrd mistakes, hut is theie any human niNtitu* 
lion oi litinmn homi.'’ alio has in‘vei conimitled mmtake.sy (ioxeinnieiif 
has tiietl to (]<» the ii^dit, hut sometimes it <loes that ahieh is not ii^dit 
That is the [losition. 

It is qiiiti* ejeai fiom the timid (»f the <h‘hate that has taken fiho (' 
that theie !•* a < oiisidei able <lea\ai;’e of opinion aith fejjfaid b) this 
liiattei Thei e a I e t hos<* w ho sii ppoi t .\I i (’amplM‘ll I'dnestel roitllf^lit 
lii\ frieml, .Ml SuhiaaaMK. is «im‘ (d them, theie ale a^nilii <»fherH aho 
op[Kise him oiitii^^lit I'lnm, a^'^ain. tluMe aie some like Itabii Imlu 
Blnisliaii I )at ta aho t.ike a ni iddle < oiii se and su^''^»’es| ((Minsels td modera- 
tion, *1 hat beiii;^ the situalnm. (loxeinment iiads that it must iiitei- 
xeiie and a lead the llmise tnoeiniiient aill not shiik its 

lespon-ibilitN . and ( io\ ei nment in tin' dis< haii5e of that i esponsibility 
inx lied t he o[»jnions oi lo< al bo<lies and of lepi (*sentat i \ men. Hut, Sii . 
laiiisoii x to sax i1h‘ opinions .lie exeiilx balain ed . t hex us him leal 

iikIk at ion . a<‘ haxi' to manh foraaid <u baikaaid or remain st.iliiuiarv 
vxithout the ( leai ^niidanee id public opinion. Now, passinj^^ to the 
more st/Tble tTiouiid of fails, ae fiinl ouisehes lonfronted aitli the same 
unfoi tunat4‘ situation. The fai I' that ha\e Iwen ^ratln-ied are meat^Me and 
ineoneliisixe and aftdid no )ust ifieat ion for the eontiniiame (d the I{ent 
Act, c-xeepf for a \<‘i\ limited }M*nod. w (* lia\(* had a diver^>‘enee of 
fai'ts, a conflict of opirinpiis in this ('ouncil (‘hamber; lime is mv fiiend, 
Habu .‘'siiieiidra Nath .Mallik, \x ho came foiuaid \xith a record of xaeant 
houses; if that means anvthin^jr, it means that the sujqply of house 
acconiniodat ion is ni'aily equal to the demand, ftn tin* rdliei hand, we 
liave had an elaliorate an ax rd fi<.nnes ^nveii in by Mr f’ampbell 
Forrester — he has taken infinite troubl(‘ in this r-onnei tion - lf» show 
that the extrax aj^ant demands of the landlords cf.ntinue and that (hex' 
impose exacting lents. 1’his x\as in th<‘ year Tf tliaf means 

unxthin;^^, it means tlnit tin* Rent Ait has lxH*n irifi uctuouH. That bein^ 
the situation (fo\ernment haxe d<M ided to disnmtinue all ii'iit 
control witk affect from the 1st April, 1924 In other wor^ls the 

3dA • 
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present system of rent control will remain in force till the expiry of 
the next cold weather. The present Act expires in May next. A short 
Bill will he introduced and will he passed, if the Council so pleases, 
cxtendiiif^ the life of the present Ad. We extend the time in order to 
avoid any inconvenience, hardship, or loss that may arise from a sudden 
stoppage of tlie existing system. It le.ay he regarded — I am speaking to 
lawyers here — in the light of a fair notice. But, Sir, ])ehind it there 
is the underlying hope that (apitalists relieved from their anxiety by 
the pr()sj)ect of the removal of the Rent Act, will invest their money 
in building operations and thus contribute to pfjualize the supply and 
demand in respect of house* afcommodaiion. 'Fhat, Sir, is the decision 
of (Government which I am authorized to make. The Rent Act, there- 
fore, will cease to form part of the jiermanent law of the land from 

April, vm. 

It is an (‘xt raordinary piece of legislation justified by the presence 
of extiaordinary circumslance> '^I hese cir« umstances weie there* on tlie 
eve of the enactment of the Rent Act in 1921. The (juestion is, have we 
got tlie same state of things to-day ^ 'rhere is no evidence* to sliow tliat 
it IS so. M'he*re is ineleed some* e'vielence which inelicates that in respect 
e)f sev(*ial matte'rs there ha^ be*en an improvenH*nt in the situation, and 
tlie*re* is an ove'rwlielrning boelv e»f e*\iele*nee |)ointing to the fact tliat the*rc 
i's a distinct move‘ment in favour of the re*-e*stabl ishnient of the old eu(le*i 
eif things and the normal condition of affairs Sii. in Englanei the'V hael 
n Rent Ae't and the* British ( fove*rnme*nt have* ele*cided g'ladually to 
withdraw it so that it may elisappe'ar in June*, 1925 In India what elo 
we find? Mr ('am])b(*]l I'o»T<>'^tcr himself sjns that in respee*t of land 
values, there* has been a falling off, that the e-ost of buileling materials 
is less than what it was be'feere. Therefore, we have this fae't that in 
respe*ct eif twm eif the* princijial items associated with the eonstruction 
of buihlings, the‘re* has bee‘n a distinct improvement in the situation. 
The*!! (heie is this gre*at movement in favoui of the re*-est:ihlishment of the 
normal e-ondition of things 4n view of thesf* con>ide‘rat ions wuiyld Cov- 
ernme*nt he* justified in e-ontinuing the Re*nt Act, exe-ept heyonel a veiy 
short |>e*nod ? Sir, not emly fre>m m\ fx>int of view' is there no justifie’a- 
tion for placing the Rent Ae‘t upon a permanent or se‘nii-permanent 
feioting, hut it seems to me that it would la* liarmful to have it em the 
Statute Boe)k, My frienel, tlie Ac ting riiairman of the* f’alcutta (Corpora- 
tion, told Vi" \esterday that the efTe*Tt of the Rent Act has been the 
loss of neaily t]ire*e lakhs of rupees to the (Corporation. We must 
ae‘<'e|)t the* stateuue'ut Where js the money to eome from? Tt means the 
impO"ition oT additional taxation. Who i" to bear tbe burden? The 
pe*ople* of Ualeuitta. Upon whom will the erushing weight of taxation 
fall? T’pon the jioorer section of the e'ommuuit\. Theiefore, looking 
ftl it from this point of \ iew' we must come to the rone-lusion that the 
eontinunnee of the Rent Act in the interest eif the poor ratepayers ig 
hardly jiistifiahle. There is another consideration. There are, as 
Jlabu ISurendru Nath Mallik told us, vacant lands which nnght be built 
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upon but which remain unutilized. Whatever may be the pNychoIo^y, 
whatever may l>e the motives which inspire lanilloiils and capitalists, 
there is this obvious fact tliut when a mea^ure of thi" Kind luiii^»‘s like 
the sword of Damocles o\er their heads, they natuiall\ teel nenous in 
iijvestinj^' money in buildnif's. Nor is this all. The contmuanre ol the 
Kent Act will prolong the irritating controveis\ between landh)i(h ano 
tenants which may cause and fost«‘r (lass and e\en ia('ial stnie. Lastly, 
the Kent controver.s\ dis^niises ir<tni the public \ lew tlie ^^M*at i.smics aftect- 
in^ the people of ('alcutta wlm }i ou;^'ht to enjra^e then senous atteninm. 

Sir Asulosh Lhaiidhuri <dKser\ed last ni^dit it is ieall\ a houMujs^ pitd)- 
Icin. Sii , it is inoi'c than that. It is a problem of sanitation. llise>en 
mole than that. It is the piolilem ot eas\ communication, and ot th(» 
extension of Calcutta, dlnvse ai(‘ the vital is.sin‘s coiucrmai and if 
tliese isMi(‘s <an be satisfactoi ily settled, leiits will automat nall\ tall 
without the intervention of Stati* legislation. 'I'hev an‘ hiushed usidt 
m»w in th(* unhappv s([uahhl(‘ between landhinls and tenants. Sp«‘uk 
nij; on ladialf (d (io\ ei nmeiil , I mav say that th<‘ ( io\ (u nimml ' is tlie 
( rov ei nriHMit of landloids and tenants (tf all s(m lions oi th(‘ commuMitv - 
Indian and Luiopean Wv, thenToie, app»‘al to ail to hiii v the halt bet, 
to unite with us in lomeited action for the solution cd th«‘ pioldeins and 
the ^ia\e issues whi<}» 1 have desi nbed What is to li«* doin' tm tlie 
piifpose ot s\i( h a Solution'^ (ioveinmeiit intends to slait an imjimy 
aiihul, il iiei'd be and il tliouf’ht advisable, bv a eomniiltee. Tbe ijut's- 
tion (d the ILuit Act will lie excluded fioin t)u‘ consideiation oi that 
iommiite(' The committiM* will confine its attention to the «*xplorat ion 
oj the iio'thods whnli mav have a permanent cifo t upon lenls in 
Calcutta Mv lion’ble finuid, Mr Lan^^ford .lames, sjieakirijLt on Is'linlf 
oi the Chaiiila'i of ComiiH'Kc, ohsiuved that lo* would welcome a com- 
mittee to ;.ro into the w hob* matter If We deem It advivjible, su« li a 
(ommitlee sliall lx* appotnli*d Im tbe purpose riot ot dealing'’ with tin* 
Kent A( t OI Mr. ('anijibell Folieslri’s JfiH hut nj eonsidci ili^ the whole 
situation and explotin^’' the wlode position. We dn not warit to skim 
the suf*^aee hut we aie anxious to souml the deepei depths without the 
issues bt'iii^^ in any wav ohsiuied bv the aitifuiul e.xMesfnuo ol tbe 
KcMit Act. J ma> i’(*mind tin* House in this (onins liori that a Iferit 
Committee was ajipomted \ think it was m tlie veai and tln*v 

(onsidered the whole (juestion and vetoed tin* jiiopM.sal of a Ifent A< t and 
made eeitain recomiinunlatioris whnh, 1 think, m.iv even now he 
(‘onsidenxl in tin* inquirv whicli f In* (lovernmeiit jud])osi‘s to Htart d'hey 
lecoiiinn'inled in the first fdace— J want to call the attrition (d tlie 
Ifouse to these I'ecom Jin*ndat ions in order to indicate the lines of thz 
intjiiirv which we pro[)ose to start — fin* creation of a Ihnelopment Hoar*} 
in Calcutta for the i)urj»ose of carrviri^^ (nit building" srheines willj loanf 
guaranteed by the (loveniment. the CoriKiration, and the Improverm'nt 
Trust. They further suggested the expansion (d Calcutta, and recom- 
mended the improvement of suliurbaii railway communit at njiis. These 
are some their recommendation.s and there are other proposal# whicli 
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n)i)?ht also he ronsidered. For in.stanre, the Calcutta Corporation is at 
the present moment considering the question whether factories may nof 
he removed to the outlying parts of the City. That would need expert 
advice. Then there is further question, viz., the removal of the Mint 
tiorn where it is now, the site being availahle for building purposes. We 
Imve got two Bills which I think also wdll help forward the solution of 
this <liffi'cult problem — the 'J'own Planning Bill which is nearly ready 
an<l I hope to be able to introduce it soon, [mssibly in July — and a draft 
Bill for the creation of an Improvement Trust in Jlowrah. That Jfill is 
lodd up i)ending the decision of the question as to how the Howiah 
Biidge is to be financed. Sir, tliese and other cpiestions will come up foi 
consideration and will form j>art of (he subject-nuittei- of the inquii\ 
which 1 liave suggested. 1 am sure if some of tlie jnoposals to whicli 1 
liave teferred are carried out, they will leave lasting lesults behind, 
'1 h»‘y will helj) to relieve the evils of c/)ngeslion and jnoviile a guarantee 
against exorbitent rents by tin* eijuahzation ol su])])ly and demand in 
resp(‘ct of house accommodation. Here, Sn, ui* loave a truilfiil tiidd n, 
imiuiiy pn'gnant with the p?-omise of futine good to the people ol 
(!alcutta. 

I invit(‘ the members of the Ja*gislati v(‘ (\iuncil — and I may add 
Mr. Caniphell Forrester — to associate thems«‘l\(*s with us for the jiui’pose 
<d carrying on this compi'ehensive imjuirv. We should not (h*al with the 
surface ot things, but go deeper down into the root causes that ha\e 
prodiici'd tlie present slate (d ahaiis. It is a thoKuigli and coin jutdiensn e 
imiuiry that w e desn«‘ to iMohai k upon and 1 appeal to 1 h(‘ House to help iis 
in lh<‘ matter; and may I appeal t(> Mr. Cam[)l)ell I‘’olle^t^‘l■ in vu'w ol 
what I have said ,in view ot the w hole-hear te<l '-\mpathy ot the (M»\ern- 
ment to relieve the situatimi ma\ 1 appeal to him to witloliaw his Bill 
and allow (he (lovernment to cany on an imjuirN in a riiattm' that will 
promote the welfare of the mty, (he h<‘allh and hafijrine'ss of thousand" 
and hundreds of thousands ot its inhabitants? (Chems.) 

* i- 

Mfi ill CAMPBELL FORRESTERS It was my intiuition to have 
replied to the \aiious criticisms, but after tin* s|n‘ech of the llon’ble tin* 
mister, 1 let*! I wouhl waste the tinfe ot* the House by doing so. 
There ait' those w ln» btdieve that if you will only legislate to make tin* 
well-to-do prosjH'rous tln'ii prt»sjH‘rit\ will h‘ak through every cla.ss which 
rt'st U]>oii Jhem. I have been pleading that you shall not press down 
U])oii the brow of the ikku a crown of thorns, nor should those helpless 
tenants be rrucifusl on a <*ros.s of gold. My own dt'sire is to have the 
((‘Hants protected from the ra|>aeious landlords, suli-landlords, and stoj) 
the tenants who su]>-let at exorbitant rents on the plea of furnished 
ajxu'tments. The matter is (oo grave and inqHutant to W IcKiked at in 
a narrow or personal way. I must reniemher that tin* Legislature who 
nn‘ets some evils half sulKlues them and I would not like to jeopardize 
the tenants* |H»sition by forcing my Bill to a division as, without the 
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Government’s supjx^rt, it woulil !>e lost. In this worhl everything Lh 
A ceompaiiied by some projjortioimte dniwlwiek 1 should h«ve prefernul 
my Bill to have gone through, but 1 gladly eflaee inyst^f and on the 
jiriiieiple that half a loaf is Isuier than none. 1 (KunpKuuise and ntiept 
the tenns offered. 

The motion was then, by leave of the (’ouneil. withdrawn. 


The Bengal ViHage SelLCovernment (Amendment) Bill, 1922. 

Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY: holloa mg tla‘ usual procedure 
it would luive Ihsui ni\ duty t(> move lor lla^ second leading oi the 
Bengal \ illage S(df-( to\ ei nineiit (Amendment) Bill, whnh I had 

the lu)noui ol iiitro<lucing the other tlay. But 1 am not pre]>aie«l to tio 
so to-day and 1 tak<‘ this «vpj>ortunit\ (d expJaining m\ ]K)sili(»n, 1 am 
t<ild b\ Mr. (i(H»de that Govei'iinu'iit is anxious to get tlie (►pinions not 
onl\ ol th(‘ distiict h(»aids luH also (d union iMiaid.s as also the diffiueut 
laudholdef s’ ass(M nitioiis (d th«‘ pnoiiiee. |Kii ticulai ly on malt^us (d 
assessiiHMit. (‘te. d'heKdoK'. I supiK>s(* I must wait till difl'eieiit lM»di»*s 
suhmit their opinions. 


The Bengal Village Chaukidari (Amendment) Bill, 1923. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hahu Indu Bhushan Dutia who u as to hav(‘ mov(*d 
tills nmtioii has ask<‘d me to allow it t() .stand ovet till tlx' I'lih M ai( li. 
I undeisiaiid that the llon’ble th<‘ Memher in < harg-e has ih» «d>jeetion. 
It will, theielon*. stand o\(M til! the Idth March, hill (d coiiisc the 
mo\(*i will ha\c to take his ( hanc<‘ in tlu* iiallot. 


« The University of Calcutta Amendment Bill, 1923* 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U : 1 Is'g to intiodue<* a Bill to amend 
the law lidatiiig to the rni\eisit\ of ('ah utta. 

The Seendary then read tin* short title of Bill. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: Sir, sluJl I Ih> m order in asking 
you as to whether this is the time for me to mo\e that this Bill may 
lx* rejtnded on the ground (d incoiujx*tency ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you ran move that but you can 
raise a ixdnt (d order and (an ask for my nding. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: Then T would raise a iioint (d ord(*r. 
I would you as to whether it is comiJetent for uh to take up tliis 
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legislation. In this connection, may I refer you to the section in the 
Devolution Rules which defines what are provincial subjects and also 
to Schedule 1, Part II, of those rules in which is set ouia list of jirovin- 
cial subjects. You will find that .so far as the subjcn of Education is 
coiicenied, which is numbered 5 in the list, it is lalfll down that “ the 
following subjects shall be subject to legislation by the Indian legisla- 
ture, nanaely, — 

• • • • • 

(tti) for n pt‘riod of five years, from the date of the commencement of these rules, 
the Calcutta UniverBity, and the c'ontrol and organization of sec'ondary education 
in the preHidency of Bengal. 

Therefore, it will l)e seen that Education has been taken out of provin- 
cial subjects for five years. 

It is said that sanction has been given by the Government of India 
under the Government of India Act. But 1 would draw your attention 
to section 80A of that Act which runs as follows: — 

HOA(l) Tl»c local legiBlaturo of any province has power, subject to the pro- 
viBiouK of this Act, to make laws for the iieace and good Government of 
the terntoneH for the time being constituting that pronnoe. 

(i!) Tlie lociil legiHlature ol any pioMiiee may, Huhject to tlie provisions of the 
sub-section next following, reixuil or alter uh to that province any law 
made either Indore or after the commencement of this Act by any 
uutl'ority in BritiMh Iiuliii otlu^r than tluit local legiHlature 

(.‘0 Tlie hx’ul legislature of any province mu\ not, without the previous 
sanction of the Governor, make or Uike into wnsideration any 
law .... 

My siiiiniissioii is that sub-s<M‘tion (.1^) prevides that the local legislature 
may, subject to the jirovisioiis of sub-section (.7), make or alter, lus to 
f/uif province any law nunle either before or alU‘r the commencement 
of tlie Government of India Act. The (’alcut.ta riiiverjuty Act ha.s 
In'cn extended to Assam hy Governor-General laid that wa.s done, I 
believe, by a notification published in lir.il. I'liat being so, the Calcutta 
University Act extends to two provinces, Assam and Bengal. If that 
is so then ho\v d(H‘s this Act allow any law to be {msstnl by this Council 
with regard to a provim*e wliii h is outside tlie Uresideiiev of Bengtd y 
The Act simply says you may “ repeal or altei- any law ns to ihat 
provinc(‘,” that is to .say, in this ('use, Bengal, and it cannot, therefore, 
affect the province of Assam. My submission to you is this. 

The Bill .provides for the formation of the Senate so far as Bengal 
is concerned. But that would affect Avssam also. That being the case, 

1 resjMM'tfully submit ihat the Bill is incompt'Umt so far as we are 
concermsl, we cannot entertain it. It can be effective only for Bengal 
and it cannot lx* effective for both Bengal and Assam. Assam is a 
comi>onent imrt of the University and the Governor and the Minister 
for Edv. cation of Assam are cx-o^ci'o Fellows of the Univ/»r9ity. The 
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alhliation rules of the Calcutta University also extern! to Assam and^ 
therefore, if this Bill is enacted it would uflfect Assam tHiually with 
Bengal. It is no answer to me to say that if Assiuii diH*s not choose 
to come in this we mvd not have her. You cannot have legislation here 
wdiich will have the indirect effect of affecting Assam. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Sir Asutosh ('haudhun has laised an extremeily 
interesting {loint of order and he is jH*rfectly justified in niising it. The 
hon’ble memlier’s short jioint upjHnirs to 1 h^ that a local legislature can 
only legislate for the terntories compriMMl within its jurisdiction and 
that, inasmuch us the (Vilcuttu University jH>s.sesM's junsilution o\er 
territories outside the Presidemy of port William in Bengal, there- 
fore no Bill can Ih* considered 1)\ the Bengal Legislative Uouiicil relating 
to that University. The answer apl>i‘urs to Ih^ almost ispiall\ short. 
The previous sanction of the (lovernor-denenil has hecn obtained to the 
iiitnHluction of the tw’o Bills which stand in the nnnu's oi Bul>u Jatin- 
ilra Natli Basu and Buhu Surendra Nath Mallik and in claiist* 1 of the 
Devolution Rules it is staled (piite deHnitel\ that the dt'cisioii of tlu' 
(Tovernor-liemual is final Tht' clause runs thus: — 

jiii\ diiuht ariH»*s »h to whether ft particular matter cIim'K t»: iloc» not 
relate to n proMmial suhje<t, the (iov»‘riior-(ieneral in ('oumil shall cU'Cide whether 
the matter does or does not so rxdttte. uiid his decision shall Im' final 

Thend{)rt‘. ! hold that so far as this Legislative Uouncil is concerned, 
tfit*re is no in( oin{M‘tenc\ If the hon’hle memlH‘>r has any (jiiarrel, that 
quail el IS with His Kxcellenc\ tin* Oovernor-Cciioi ul as to whidlier the 
course he has takiui is wise. But as far as tins ('ouncil is concerned, 
the matter is concluded hy the fact that the .sanction of the (iovernor- 
(renend has li^en n^ceived to the intnxluetion of thes(* two Bills. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDMXIRI: But was this |>oint hud Ud’ore Hi.s 
Exceyeucy in Council!" Ami then the fuither question ansi's which 
1 would ask \ou to (“onsider. It is this: Did an\ doulit arisen The 
Act sa\s “ where aii) thmht an.seM as to whether a |«irticular matter 
does or does not relate to a piuvimial suhjei t, eti .” Dnl an\ douht 
arise in this connection!" Was the (piestion raised as to whelln'r tlie 
Bills would affect Assam also!" Were these |K)ints placed hefort* If is 
Excellency in Uouncil for decision!" In the ahsence of any informatum 
on the point, you cannot presume that any doiihi ev(*r arose. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I am entitled to assume that His Exfollemy the 
Governor-treneral has la*en advised in this matter hy his legal lulvisers 
who are well ac<|uainted with the various intrii acies of this question and 
as it is jierfectly clear from Sir Asutosh’s spt^ech that the question 
is not free from doubt, 1 am free to assume that that doubt has 
been duly considered by the Governor-General. I do not, however, 

^ A 
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Tj^ant to (liHiruHH Sir AButonh’s jwiiit of order perfunctorily and I will 
j(ive liim a reaHoried ruling? on the ^.^roundH upon which I am proceeding. 

Under clauBc (a) of su}>-Bection (7) of section 45A of the Govem- 
nieiit of India Act, statutory autliority is given to the rules made under 
the Act for tlie classification of subjects in relation to the functions of 
Govern men t as central and provincial subjects for the purpose of dis- 
tinguishing the functions of I(Kal Governments and local legislatuies 
from the functions of the Governor-General in Council and the Indian 
Legislature. 

Under Cart II of the Scheilule to the ])«‘voluti()n Rules, item 5(b) 
(/")» the ( alcutta University in a piovincial subject, but for a i»f*riod 
of five years from the dab* of the comm(‘ncement of the rules it is 
subject to legislation by the Indian Legislaluie. 

Under item 4 of I*ait 1 ol the sche<lule to the sanu* rules, legisla- 
tion in regard to the Calcutta I’niveisity is a central subject. But 
und(‘r section 8()A (.’1) (Jo) of the Act the ha ul legislature may makte 
laws, legulating an> (*entral subject, with the iU(*vious sanction 
of tin* Gov(‘nior-General. h'uithei, undei section StiA (->)(/) of the 
Government of India Act, the local legishituri* may, with the pre- 
vious sanction (d the Govermn-General, mak<‘ law^ in res]M‘ct of 
any |«'ovin<iul subject which is subject to legislation b\ tin* Indian 
J(*gislat lire. ^J'herefoie, irresjH‘ctivc oi the jMiint as to whether c^»lh*ges 
in Assam W'ould Im* atVei‘t<*<l b\ that l(‘giHlation, th(*ie can be no (jues- 
tion what('\er in my judgment that the l-ocal h*gislature has jKiwer to 
legislate in r<‘gard to tin* CniversitN of Calcutta. 

As the hon’bic memlM*i’ is no doubt awaie, the teintorial juiis- 
diction (d the Madras rni\eisit\ as defined b\ notification of the 
Goveinoi-Geiiend includes not onl\ tin* l*n‘Hi(h*nes oi I'oit St George 
but also {’eylon. which has its own LegisUtuie, as w«‘ll as the Ni/am’s 
Dominions and the State of Mysort*. The ^ladras Legislatuie has lecent- 
1\ had iH'lore it a Bill which ftwill leconstilute tln'ir University [A 
Mi'inber: They haw ]»as.sed the Bill.] Very wa*ll. As apts'ars from the 
text of the Bill, it provides that colleges shall be affiliated to (he Madia.s 
rniversity which wen* afliliati'd to the Cni\t‘rsity of .Madras jirior to the 
tommencement of the Act. which, it is .said, has Wn passed. 'J'he 
j)r«‘sent h‘gislation, in fact, is not, in my opinion, a (juestion of extra 
territiu iai b'gislation, for tin* (^ib-utta UniNcrsity is essentially a Bengal 
institution Tin* mere fact that cadleges in Assam lan b\ consent place 
themselv(»s within its jurisdiction d(H‘s not affeit the case, ns those 
(’olleges remain subpH-t to the juris«lietion of the As.sam Legislature .so 
fur as territorial jurisdiction is concerned. The Assam Legislntim» 
may, with the consent of the Governor-General, as the Burma Ix*gis!a- 
ture has already done, establish a University of its owm and remove 
those colleges from pirticipition in the privileges of the Cab utta Uni- 
versity. ,Tho (piestion whether Assam is in such a finaneiivl position 



CALCUTTA univehrity bill. 


591 


192.L1 


as to be able to establish a University of its own jiossesses no legtjl 
l>earing uixni the pnvsiMit case. 

As matters now shiiid the jmrtici|)ation of A s.sain .colleges in the 
privileges of the Ual<utta University continues. Tin' ipU'stion of the 
constitution of the Ualcutta University is not affectisl thereby: and the 
liegislature of this Un'sidenc) retains lull jmovci to alt*‘r that constitu- 
tion subject to the j»revious sanction of the (io\eriH»r-( General. As I 
read it. the effect of item 41 of Part I in the Schedule t4> the Devolu- 
tion liules IS to abseil tin' jmvwci of tlu‘ fialian Is'gishitun' to h'gislite 
in regard to. let us .say. the Uabaitta Utn\eisit\: but it4‘ni of 

Part II of tlie same sche<lule must reail along with clau.s^' (/) of 
section SOA (Jl of the Act. This is (‘viih*ntl\ the inl<'i pH'tation placed 
by the (boa'inor-tiiMnual tui the ihiles inasmuch as his sanction to tin* 
iiitnxlm tion of these Iblls has Imm'Ii givt'ii: and lu' is (he ileciiling 
authont\ undei Itule 4. Part 1 of (he J>i‘\<dution Hules. 


The Calcutta University Bill, 1923. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: 1 be^ to lease to 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You iMMsl not ask for leav«*: you will simj<l\ 
introduce \oU! Bill. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: 1 beg to introdme a Bill 

tuithei to aiiieiirl the t'abutta Uiiiveisitv A<t, ISbT. and the Indian 
I nivtMsities A< t, l!t04, with the preMous sain tion, which is absolut^dy 
final, of tin* ( io\ ci iior -t ieneral 

Sir A8UT0SH CHAUDHURI: I take the sann‘ objection to that 

Tin* Se(ielaT \ then read out tin* shoi t title of the Bill. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: With leganl to the finality ipies- 
tioii, mav I iisi‘ to a isuiit of oidei You referred to si'ction S().\ 
(.'))(/). A simple* leading <d that see turn slnovs that it <‘unnot apply 
to cas<‘s legulating any pro\in< ial subj<*( f 

Mr. PRESIDENT : I am alwa\s veiy pleasee] to h(‘ar you, Sir 
Asutosh, but 1 do not think we can go on <lis< ussing niy luling. You 
are jx*rfectly entitbsl to \«>ui own \n*ws, but 1 eannot allow a discu.s- 
sion iM'twei'ii tin* Uhaii and an hon’bh* menibei If nou feel that any 
further action is cakled for in this matter, that action can Ik* taken 
(juite iiTesjKH ti\ e of in\s(dl and the ('ouncil. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: I was only iKiinfing out that 
section Hf)A does not apply. 


Mr. PfIESIDENT: I have coiiHidennl that U*o 
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The Bengal Cruelty to Animals (Amendment) Bill, 192B. 


Dr, HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: I Wg to move for leave to intro- 
duie a Bill furtner to anieiul tlie Beoj^al (Vuelty to Animals Act, 1869, 
and to amend tlie Bengal Cruelty to Animals Act, 1920, with the Stat^ 
merit of Ohjects and Keasons stated therein. 

Ah the Bill Iuih Injen more than seven days in the hands of the 
lion’hle mernlK'rs, may I rtMjuest (roveniment to elicit opinion from 
jHihlic bodies on the Bill? 

'lire motion was then put and agreed to. 

The SecTedary then read out the short title of the Bill. 


The Calcutta Suppression of Immoral Traffic Bill, 1923. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: I ask for leave to intr(Hlu(‘e the Bill 
for the sui»preMsion of immoral traffic in Calcutta and its suhiirhs. 

The object of tliis Bill is to provide legislation which will give to 
the uuthoriti(*s sucli power us will materially aid them in cher-king the 
evil of comiruM’cialized vie^s and as will lead to the gradual sup]>ression of 
brothels and immoral traffic' 

The limans winch are suggested in the projiosed Bill an* — 

(a) to amend the present laws with regard to the jxiwer of the 
jHilice to order the discontimiame of a hous(‘ as a brothel; 

{h) to iiicr(‘as(‘ tlie existing jx»nalties for soheitation and the 
alH'tiiK’iif of solicitation; 

((•') to stn‘ngth(*n the liand of tlie authontit‘s in regard to taking 
charge of minor girls in hrotluds; and 

(d) to strengtlu*!! the |M)wer of the ('ommissioner of Ihdiee with 
regard to tin* exidiision of procurers, pmijn, and managers 
of hrotlu'ls, or sucfi jM*rs<)us as traffic in jirostitiition, from 
the limit of his jurisdiction. 

The proiK)S(‘d legislation is the dire<'t (Outcome of the steady growth 
of jmhlic opinion in the country. Along witli |K>litical consciousness 
then* has lH*e!i a marked devtdopmeiit of the civu- consciousne.ss of the 
jH'opb*. The acting ('hairmaii of the ('ali utta ('orjiorat ion made a inih- 
lic ])ronoun('em(‘ut in a public numting that there are in Calcutta 18,0tH) 
registered prostitutes and 16,000 who are more or less known to be eus 
prostitutes anti this sent u thrill of horror to the minds of bis audienc*e. 
71ie dragon of lust in Calcutta needs this huge supply for the aatisfac- 
tion of his carnal ap|>etite. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Professor Mukherji, u shorf speech is quite 
enough at the present stage. 
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Prof00iOr $• C. MUKHERill: It is a short it will iako onjy 

five or six niinut-es. 

A brisk tniftic in minor jrirL is goinfr on jn CulcuMa oarritnl on by 
that disgraceful sj)eciinen of humanity which got»s by the name of 
pimjKs and procurers who have established a g(MHl profittM'n!\g business 
out of this trading in helple.s> innocent human souls. The ('alcutta 
vice market needs a regular supply (rf nlami 1,000 girls under 10 years 
of age in brrjthels to l>e brought up and truiiHHl in jux)**! itution. 

In 1<S99, the International (’(Uiference at Hnissels asked all govern- 
ments to use their jiower to suppress the prostitution of girls under age, 
and to punish with tin* utmost se\enl\ of tlu' law men and women living 
ujK)n the earnings of prostitution 

Some of the great arteries — tin* main tlHiroughfaros — «)f this jnemier 
city of Caleiitta are disfigured by houses of ill-fanie^- -liaiints of unbridlesl 
licenst'^iiul drunken debaut her\ and hotlnnls of contagious and \enereal 
dis('as(‘‘S. 

It is a matttu of piofmind soimw to mi" tliat there are at least ] .blM) 
houses usihI as brothels which are owned by res})<M’tabh" ('alcutta land- 
lords who an* not asliaineil to add to their iiuiune from tins tainted 
source. 

In the face of this huge scandal the present provision of the law in 
sadly iriadiHiuate It is not m_\ intention at this stage tii ent(*r 
into a detailed examination of the law as it staiids at present Suffie^^ 
it to sav that it is wludK inadivpiate and this great evil in the mean- 
time is making rajud strides and i^ a standing disgrace to the fair name 
of (’alcutta It IS a matter of shame that Calcutta, the (•(•ntre of 
enlightened public opinion, is lagging h(*pelessly behind in this matter. 
(\>lorabo, by ( Ordinance II — 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, mder! This is a ver>' interesting s|)i»ech 
but it is (piite irrelevant at the present stage. 


Prof6S90f 8« C. MUKHERJI: I shall skip this pf»rtion and shall 
come ‘to the last paragraph. 

Solicitation and the alM*tment then^of must 1 h* severely js*nalized. 
The girls must be saved. Tlie main thorougfares must la* cleared of 
these houses of ill-fame Commercialized vice and immoral traffic in 
girls must be juit an end to. Exemplary jmnishrnent must Im* meted 
out to pimp.s and procurers and procuresses. Landlords of Frost it ules' 
houses must be made to feel the w'eight of public opinion and brought 
within the pale of law. Brothels must W destroyed — theee centres of 
physical lyid moral gangrene. 
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It is a truism you can never make i)eople moral by legislation. But 
immorality when it assumes a commercial asjject and proves a danger- 
ous menace to the welfare of society must needs be suppressed with the 
aid of law backed by public, opinion. 

With these few jemarks I ask for leave to introduce the Bill. 

I’he mofioij was then jmt and agn*<Hl to. 

The ScM'retary then read out the .short title of the Bill. 

Adjournment. 

I'he (Council was tljeii adjourned till 3 I'.M. on Monday, the 12th 
Ichruary, 1!123, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 


B. S. PrfM-6-M923-a337J-l,60f>-A. F. A. 
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to Calcutta University, 292. 

Suhhankari Irrigation scheme in Vish- 
nupur (Bankura), 237. 

Tramway strike, 218. 

Quinine from Darjeeling factory, 291. 

Vital statistics of Vishn^jr, 308. 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Or. Haridhan 

Audit of the accounts of public IkkIjch 
receiving Government grants, 294, 

Certified Aewuntants, 293. 

David Han* Training College and 
Dacca Training ('olh'ge, 567. 

Goondas Bill. 1922. 379, 384, 386, 400, 
408, 112. 439, 444. 

(loOmla Department of tlio Calcutta 
Police, fil. 

Ratio between the inspecting officers 
and teachers, 506. 

Statement of certain police officers m 
the case of Snrat Chandra Dhar vs. 
Sulv-l nspector P. N. Mukherjee of tho 
(’nlcutta Police, 60. 

Titagarh sewerage scheme, 566. 

Dutta, Babu Annada Charan 

Chittagong Medical 8ch<w)l and admis- 
sion of students from Chittagong 
Division into the Calcutta medical 
schools, 497. 

Deforesting areas near nliout the shrines 
of Chandranatli and Hhombhunath in 
(’hittagoug, 219. 

Jails and jail ganlens, 219. 

Silting up of Chaktai Khal, 62. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuthan 

Amendment of Standing Orders, 122, 
130. 

Bengal Village Chaukidari (Amendment) 
Bill, 1923, 162. 



Voi,. Ko. 1.] 


iNDfeX. 


zi 


OutU, tabu |ndu Bhuthan 

British Empire Exhibition, 91, 92, 113. 
Calcutta Rent (Amendment) Bill, 1923, 
580. 
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